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of the city of Galway remarkable for its concifenefs and perfpicuity 919 
Great difunion in the city of Cork—Mr. Pitt’s fpeech of the 23d January circulated throughout the 
empire in great profufion--A complaint carried to the Irifh commons againft a London News- 
Paper, called The Sun 920 
A vote of the houfe to get the faid paper burnt on College Green by the common hangman, and 
that the theriffs of Dublin do attend, &c.--The county of Galway proclaimed ina ftate of dif- 
turbance-—A lift of the Britith troops in Ireland at this period g21 
Perfonal applications of the viceroy in favor of the union--Speech of Lord Lanfdowne upon the 
fabje&t of union in the Englith lords 19th March, Nofe—Lord Rokeby’s letter to the Marquis 
Cornwallis againft union, ole 
Lord Grenville opens the bufinefs in the Britifh Houfe of Peers 19th March, 1800 923 
His lordfhip after a long fpeech, illuftrative of the advantages of an union to both countries, and 
in particular to the Catholics of Ireland, moves the firft refolution, &c.*—Ear] Fitzwilliam deems 


— 


n0 
-~< 


the queftion unfeafonable —_—— oo 926 
Catholic officers admitted in Ireland—Excluded in England, &c. &c. == 927 
Lord Fitzwilliam’s declaration refpeting Catholic emancipation — 923 
Reply of Lord Grenyille—Explanation of Lord Fitzwilliam—-Marquis of Lanfdowne’s obfervations 

upon the queftion in its full extent _ _— 929 


be The 
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The marquis’s eulogium of Dean Tucker, aud of Mr. Dobbs, a member of the Irifli Houfe of 
Commons 931 
Earl Camden’s defence of his own adminiftration---The Marquis of Townfend for thc meafure--- 
Lord Clifton declares for a legiflative union, but declares how ignorant the Englifh are of the 
real ftate of Ireland 932 
933 
Lord Moira animadverts upon feveral parts of Lord Grenville’s fpeech, and afferts, that a man 
may be a brave and gallant foldier, a lover of the king and his country, though a believer in 
feven facraments g3+ 
Lords Holland, Mulgrave, Carlifle, Weftmoreland, and the Duke of Portland, fpeak on the quef- 
tion—The houfe after a long debate agrees to the refolutions, and a day fixed for an addrefs on 
the fubjet—Lord Grenville moves the addrefs—Lord Auckland rifes to difcufs the fubjet 
upon other grounds than thofe already gone over, to wit, upon the commercial advantages 936 


Lords Hobart and Moira fpeak feverally on the meafure —_— 


The Bifhop of Llandaff argues for an union Q37 
Lord Minto fucceeds the prelate in an elaborate fpeech to recommend an union — 940 
Advifes a claufe in the treaty of union, cxpreflive of the juft claims of the Catholics Q+3 


The Britifh minifters refolve to emancipate the Catholics by an a&t of the imperial parliament, 
Note—Declarations of minifters communicated to Dr. Troy by the Marquis Cornwallis, 


Note aS = O44 
The King of Great Britain King of Ireland, the viceroy of Ireland amenable to a Britifh tribu- 
nal; lence in fome meafure Ireland is fubordinate to England 945 


=> 
—The addrefs voted—A conference with the commons to have the addrefs prefented by both 


Lord Minto concludes by praying for a fpcedy union—Lords Holland, King, and Thanet proteft 


houfes—The plan of union brought in the commons to a frefh difcuffion before they joined to 
+7 
After a long debate, in which feveral members take a part for and againft the queftion, the addrefs 
adopted—The addrefs, Note 948 
Mr. Dobbs’s motion in the Irifh parliament for a commutation of tithes—The loyalifts claim bill 
—The rebel difqualification bill brought in by the members for Dublin city 949 
After fome debate, upon the motion of Sir Hercules Langrifhe and attorney general, is loft— 
Lord Matthew prefents a petition of Judkin Fitzgerald, late high theriff of the county of Tippe- 
rary, praying for indemnity for certain aéts, &c. to put down rebellion—-The fubftance of the 


prefent the addrefs 


petition -_-— 950 
Metfrs. Holmes, Secretary Cooke, and the attorney general, bear teftimony of the fheriff’s fer- 
vices 952 
The honorable Mr. Yelverton ftates to the houfe the cruelty and injuftice of the fheriff’s conduct 
towards Mr. White, and oppofes the petition _ 953 to 955 


Colonel Bagwell, member for the county of Tipperary, joins Mr, Yelverton, and gives an excellent 


charaéter of the victim of the theriff’s cruelty 957 
The fheriff obtains a confiderable penfion —— 958 
Mr. Dawfon’s amendment in the rebellion bill reje&ted 959 


The regency bill propofed by the late prime ferjeant---The bill at length, Note---Lord Caftlereagh 
: 960 
Mr. 


objects —- 
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Mr. Fitzgerald concludes by moving an amendment---M+. Fofer delivers his fentiments at confi- 
derable length—Cenfures Mr. Pitt’s fpecch—10,000 copies of Mr. Pitt's fpeech circulated gratis, 
Note—Modification of Poyning’s law fecures the conneSion between the kingdoms g6z 

The meafure of 1782 all conftitutional—That of 1785 all commercial —The prefent fyftem a mea- 
fare of utter annihilation —The union propofed is compared by Mr. Fofier to the union of both 
houfes of parliament—The Irith ‘parliament as competent to adjufi the differences between Ca- 


tholics and Proteftants as an impcetizl legiilature could be 963 
Mr. Fofter concludes by addrefling his countrymen ————. — 665 
Lord Caftlereagh replies 966 


Mr. George Ponfonby concurs with Mr. Fofter—Mr. Fitzgerald's amendment carried una- 
nimoufly—The regency bill poftponed to the 1ftof Auguft—The union meafure deferred alfo, 
by minifters, to the following feffions—The whole power of government employed in making 

967 

Lord Caftlereagh moves for an adjournment to 1ft June—Mr. Mafon moves the tpeaker to ifiue 


profelytes for the rion 


his writ for the borough of Kilmal!oc, in room of Mr. Oliver, who accepted the efcheztorfhip of 
Munfter—Mr. Dawfon atks why Mr. Oliver fhould be preferred to Col. Cole, &c.—<A long al- 
tercation upon the abute of the government patronage of efcheatorthip, &c. 96s 
Mr. Martin praifes the adminiftration of Lord Cornwallis ———v — “73 
The debate finifhes by the qucftion of adjournment, which paffes by 47 againft 3s—The viceroy’s 
fpeech from the throne O7+ 
The feffion of the Britifh parliament clofed the 12th July—An extra& from the king’s {peech zela- 
tive to Ireland, Nofe—Intrigues and prattices of both parties in Ireland—The influence of go- 
vernment encreafed by the lord lieutenant’s progrefs through the kingdom 977 
The Britith parliament aifembles cn 24th September—The Marquis of Buckingham moves the ad- 


drefs, and marks his opinion of great benefits accruing to the empire at large from an incorporate 
union —Marquis Downihire, Earl Charlemont and W. Brab. Ponfonby fend circular letters to in- 
vite the different counties, &c. to petition againft the Union a 078 
The Downfhire regiment taken from the Marquis of Donegal, and his name erafed from the lift of 
the privy counfel—The Roman Catholics, as a body, remain filent upon the queftion—They 
coalefce in fome meafures with the Unionifts from their averfion to Orangemen—The Catho- 
lics attached to Lord Cornwallis—Difference of opinion among the Catholics of Dublin—Addrefs 
of the Grand Orange Lodge Dublin, Vote 079—80 
The anti-unionift Catholics of Dublin hold a meeting at the Royal Exchange, Mr. Moore in the 
chair — 98st 
Counfellor O’Connell’s fpeech, and refolutions, Vote — gse 
The Parliament meets 15th January, 1800—Mr. Grattan elected for the borough of Wicklow on 
the death of its member 


983 
The lord lieutenant’s fpeech from the throne—No mention of the Union in the fpecch Ost 
Lord Vifcount Loftus moves the addrefs — Seconded by Col. Crofbie —_—— 985 


Sir Lawrence Parfons defires the lord licutenant’s fpeech at the clofe of the laft feflion to be read, 
which being done he loudly animadveits upon the conduct of minifters in the wilful omiflion of 
986 
Lord Cattlereagh anfwers the arguments of Sir Lawrence Parfons, and is fupported by Mr. La 
Touche —_— 


a mention of the Union in the prefent fpeech, and moves an amendment 


— a= -——. 987 


Among 
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Among the various affertions during this violent and long debate thofe of Mr. Buthe the boldett,. 


Note 989 
Mr. Grattan enters the houfe between Mr. W. B. Ponfonby and Mr. Moore—His fpeech againft 
the meafure 993 
Mr. Corry replies to Mr. Grattan a — —_- 998 
On the divifion at ten o'clock in the morning the amendment was rejeCted by 188 againft 96—An 
aggregate meeting of the freemen and freeholders of the city of Dublin is convened, in which 
firong refolutions againft an Union are voted 


999 
The tenth refolution concludes with addreffes to Meffrs. Grattan, Fofter, and Ogle 1000 
Their anfwers to faid addreffes, Note—Petitions prefented againft the Union — 1001 


Mr. Bagwell member for the county of Tipperary, declares he has changed his mind and will 
vole againft an Union with his conftituents 1002 
Sir Lawrence Parfons ftates to the houfe the condud of Sheriff Derby and Col. Rogers in intimi- 
dating Anti-Unionifts from petitioning—And moves refolutions againft them—Oppofed by Lord 
Cafilereagh—A meflage from the lord lieutenant laying before the houfe the plan of the 
Union 1008 


Lord Caftlereagh comments upon the obftacles to, as well as encouragement given by the country to 
the meafure 


1004 

The wifh of the proje€tors of the Union to follow the modes employed for that of Scotland, &c. 
1005 

Complete identity of power, neceffary in cafes of war and peace—Abdication of the crown of one 
realm. Refponfibility of minifters, &c. — 1006 
The financia) proportions of the two countries eftablifhed upon an average, &c. 1007 
The revenues and ftanding debts of both countries—Scale of prefent and future taxation 1009 
Peace and war eftablifhment of Ireland and Great Britain 1010 
The commercial interefts of both countries —_— —- 1011 


Manufactures, duties, premiums, and drawbacks —— -——- —— 1012 
Great Britain favoring the Irith linen manufactory 1013 
Countervailing duties and charges upon re-exportation of native, foreign, and colonial goods con- 


fidered—The profpe&t of a great woollen and fail cloth trade prefented to Ireland by an. 


Union "* 


— > 1014 
The interefts of the Proteftant with the natural rights of the Catholic fecured by Union 1015 
The Catholic clergy free from any imputation of bribery 1016 


The parliamentary reprefentation in proportion to wealth and population—The appointment of 


peers, and number - 1017 
Future reprefentation of the commons—Compenfation for boroughs disfranchifed —— 1018 
Provifion for the continuance of the exifting laws and law courts - _ 1019 


And concludes by a general outline of the meafure, and a warm panegyric on the Britifh minifter, 
Mr. George Ponfonby reprefents the foregoing advantages as merely vifionary, and oppofes the 
fcheme 1020 

Mr, Grattan’s remarkable queftions to the houfe in concluding his fpeech againft the mcafure 1023 

The houfe divides—For the minifter 158—Againft him 115 ~— 1034 

The Earl of Clare, upon the order of the day being read in the Houfe of Lords, calls their lord- 
fhips attention to the Union — 1025 


And 
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And concludes an able fpeech by afferting his moft ardent wifes would be for the meafure—Ear] 
of Clare’s fpeech in the Englifh Houfe of Lords—After Union injurious to his country —Report 
that he repented forely his conduat, Note 1032 

The Marquis of Downthire oppofes the meafure—After a long debate the firft refolution paffed by 
75 againft 26 1033 

The Houfe of Lords put into a committee to take the meflage into further eonfideration the 11th 
March—A committee moved for in the commons to take into confideration the particular terms 
of the Union—A very warm debate upon the fubje&, in which Colonel Vercker and the Hon. 
George Knox take part—Counfellor Goold enters at large into the fubject, and coneludes by 
afferting the novelty of a parliament annihilating itfelf by the weight of its crimes or its legiflative 
impoteney—The motion of adjournment though negatived by a majority of 47, is affented to by 
the minifter 1034 

The chancellor of the exchequer, Mr. Corry, beftows much abufe upon Mr. Grattan—Mr. 
Grattan replies—General Hutchinfon fpeaks in favor of the meafure—The duel between Metirs. 

3035 


Grattan and Corry, Note _—_ 
Mr. Fofter reprefents the degradation of the peerage of Ireland, enters largely upon the plan 
propofed of future finance, of the peerages for life, Xc. 1037 
After feveral interefting fpeeches for and againft the queftion, it is carried in favor of the minifter 
by a majority of 46—Lord Caftlereagh moves for aflent of the committee to the firft articles of 
the plan—Mefirs. O'Hara, O'Donnel, Tighe, Lord Corry, W. Brab. Ponfonby, and J. C. 
Beresford declare againft the terms as well as the principle—Mr. Saurin calls the attention of 
the committee to the modes made ufe of to gain a parliamentary majority, and coneludes by dif- 
claiming any refponfibility in the calamitous eonfequences 1039 
The attorney general, Meffrs. Monk Mafon, Orm{fby and Serjeant Stanley approve of the meafure 
and praife minifters for planning it—The firft day of the following January is fixed upon for 
the commencement of the Union of the two kingdoms—'The article for the fettlement of the 
crown votes by the committee—4 March, Mr. George Ponfonby propofes an addrefs to the king, 
ftating petitions from twenty-fix counties and various cities and towns were prefented to par- 
liament conformable to the conftitutional rights of the people againft a legiflative Union—Lord 
Caftlereagh oppofcs the motion as cncouraging a popular interference in queftions of fuch mo- 
ment and in fuch critical times 1040 
After along debate the queftion is difpofed of by a motion for adjournment, ayes 155, noes 107 
—10th Mareh, the fubject of parliamentary reprefentation fetthed—Upon the queftion moved to fix 
the compenfation for the annihilated boroughs, Metfrs. Plunket and Goold fpeak feverally and 
vehemently againft fuch corruption—Sir John Freke prefents a petition with 1800 fignatures 
from Cork, againft an union~—General Hutchinfon aiferts, that the real fenfe of the people was 


— 


not conveyed through faid petition—Sir John Parnell moves an addrefs to the king to convoke a 
new parliamient—Mr. Alexander oppofes the motion 1041 
Mr. Saurin maintains the neceflity of appealing to their conftituents—The folicitor general repro- 
bates Mr. Saurin’s doGtrine—Mr. Grattan vindicates the barrifter—On a divifion, for the addrefs 
104—Againft it 150—The article concerning the identity of churches, parliaments, &c. of the 
two kingdoms—pa{led—The fisth article paffed the 19th March—Upon the houfe refuming for 


receiving the report, Mr, O"Hara objects to the ratio ef contribution for Ireland as being too high 
Mr, 
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—Mr. Grattan expatiates anew upon the impolicy of an union—WMir. Fofter, Mcflrs. George 
Yonfonby and Sanrin oppofe the report of the refolutions—The report carried by the ufual majo- 
rity—Sir Lawrence Parfons expreffes {till a hope that gentlemen would ftand forward in defence 
of the country 


———— ——— 1042 
The refolutions are fantioned—The articles at length, No. CXIX. Appendix—A meffage in- 


forming the lords that the commons had agreed to the artieles of the union—The peers announcc 
to the Houfe of Commons their approbation with the referve of a few amendments—Lord Caft- 
lereach moves for an addrefs, &c.—In the Irifh pecrs Lord Farnham oppofes the 4th article, 
alleging, that the Irifh peerage was not reprefented, &c.—Lord Chief Baron Yclverton fupports 
the contrary opinion, arguing from the arrangement in 1782 


1043 
Two amendments propofed by the Earl of Clare refpeéting the extin€tion and creations of Irifh 


peerages—All the articles agreed to and the report confirmed—The Ear] of Bellamont renews 
his oppofition to the general meafure—A motion for delay—Negatived by 47 againft 18 1044 
The original motion of a mefiage carried, 72 againft 22—The articles of union pais as dictated by 
the Britith minifter—The Duke of Yortland on the 2d of April communicates a mefiage to the 
Britith Houfe of Lords from the king—The meflage, Note 1045 
In the Britifh peers Lord Grenville moves the addrefs— Lord Holland oppofes—A motion for a com- 
mittee—Lord Grenville replies 


1046 
Upon a divifion the addrefs carried with only three diffentient peers, viz. Earl Derby, Lords Hol- 
Jand and King—Mr. Pitt moves in the Britifh Houfe of Commons, the order of the day to con- 
fider the King’s meflage—Mr. Jones oppofes 


ae 1047 
Refers to the fpeech of Mr. Fofter, Note — — <= 1048 
The motion for thc committee agreed to 1049 


Mr. Pitt difcufles the mode of carrying the union into effet; goes over the fame grounds and fame 
arguments as made ufe of in the Irifh parliament, and concludes by fubmitting the manner of 
accomplifhing it to the wifdom of the committec—Mr. Grey againft the mcafure of union 1052 

Mr. Grey enters into a narrative of the union with Scotland, and concludes his fpeech by moving 
for an addrefs to his majefty, praying to fufpend for fome time the zcal of his minifters—Mr. 
Johnftone in a maiden fpecch, Meffrs. Gregory Page, Turner, and General Loftus approve of 
the meafure—Dr. Lawrence oppofes it as unjufi and itnpolitic—Mr. Sheridan oppofes it upon a 
conviction, that it was not relifhed by the Irith people, &c. -_—— 1056 

Mr. Grey’s motion is negatived by 236 againft 30—The three firft articles voted —The majorities 
upon the other articles in the like proportion— Lord Fiawkefbury’s f{pcech upon the general na- 


ture of rcprefcntation in parliament 


1057 
Difference between the Scotch and Irifh peers as ftated by Lord Grenville—Lord Mulgrave objects 


to the Irith peers eligibility for fitting in the commons—Thc chancellor of the exchequer {upports 
the original claufe—Lord Mulgrave’s motion negatived by 50 egainft 7—Lord Holland moycs, 
that fome pledge be given to the Catholics, promifing rclicf from the difabilities under which 
that refpectable body laboured 1038 
Lord Borrington oppofes the motion as unfeafonable—The Marquis of Lanfdowne is convinced 
of the wifdom of the meafure at large and not inimical to the motion 


1059 
Lord Fitzwilliam thought the motion conciliatory and expedient—Lord Hobart and the Earl of 


Liverpool moved the previous queftion—The Earl of Moira wifled the previous queftion might 
be 


OF THE SECOND VOLUME. XViL 


be withdrawn —Lord Grenville thought that the queftion of Catholic emancipation would be beft 
treated by an united parliament—The previous queftion fuperfeded the motion—Several petitions 
from the woollen manufaéturers of Great Britain prefented to the Houfe of Commons againft the 
free exportation of raw materials, &c.—Witneffes examined at the bar—The commercial article 
paffed the 1{t May, 1800 1060 
Mr. Bankes in the courfe of the debates was of opinion, that the fcheme was hazardous from the 
difcontent of the Catholics—Sir William Young declares the union very much approved of by 
the Catholics, from the report of Lord Kenmare—The fecond reading of the refolutions ordered, 
—For the fecond reading, 208, againft it, 26—On the 5th May the commercial article with its 
= 1061 


claufes, agreed to 
Various motions in the Houfe of Commons by Dr. Lawrence, Mr. Grey, Sir William Dolben, and 
Mr. Tierney—All negatived—An addrefs voted, importing, that the Houfe of Commons ob- 
ferved with fatisfaG@tion, that the articles tranfmitted from Ireland were conformable to thofe 
voted in that houfe laft feflion—The addrefs communicated to the peers—On the 7th permiffion 


_— — 1062 


granted to Irith peers to reprefent Britifh counties or boroughs 
Upon the peers being moved to join in the addrefs, Lord Bolton fpeaks in favor of union, recurring 
to the commercial propofitions, 1785 ; on the houfe dividing, after a long and animated debate, 
on the merits and demerits of the union, and the lords joining in the addrefs, the motion for the 
addrefs is carried by 54 againft 7— Lord Caftlereagh moves in the Irifh Houfe of Commons for 
a bill to regulate the eleAion of members for the Imperial parliament—He ftates the leading 
principles, and nominates the towns or cities moft entitled from wealth and population to be 
reprefented in the imperial parliament 1063 
The motion oppofed as premature, but carried by a majority of 55—The bill paffes the houfe 


the 20th May, 1800—~This bill comprifed the mode of electing the commons and peers, 
fpiritual and temporal, for the Imperial parliament, as well then, as hereafter—The refolutions 
1064 
Sir Lawrence Parfons moves for a confideration in a general committee—The motion loft—The re- 


fent back from England referred by the Irifh commons to a private committee 


folutions formed into a bill and leave to introduce it—.4 bill for the Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland, carried by 160 againft 100—Mr. Grattan moves to put off the bill tillthe 1ft of Auguft, 
branding it with conftitutional murder carried through by force of martial law and corruption— 
Lord Caftlereagh defends the bill, and cenfures Mr. Grattan’s language as inflammatory—Sir 
John Parnell repels any traiterous difpofition in the Anti-unionifts— A violent debate 1065 
Mr. Grattan’s motion loft by 124 againft 87—Lord Corry moves a long addrefs to the king againft 
the bill—Seconded by Metirs. Saurin, Goold, Egan, and J. C. Beresford—Oppofed by the at- 
torney general. The addrefs negatived by 135 againtt 77 — Addrefs comprifing the arguments of 
the Anti-unionifts in the appendix, No. ChKX—Many Anti-unionifts retire from the houfe~—The 
bill carried up to the peers—On its fecond reading the Earls Farnham and Bellamont offer fome 
clantes, which are negatived—The bill paffes the committee without amendinent, and read a third 
time 13th of June—A proteft entered by the Duke of Leinfler and the other diffenting peers 1066 
The minifter’s plan of indemnity for the extin¢tion of borouglis at the rate of 15,000/. each borough 
expofes a neceffary demand by way of grant upon the public, of 1,260,000/.—Mr. Saurin, C. 
Beresford, and Mr. Dawfon maintain, that they had no right to indemnity—Mr. Prendergaft 


maintains the juftice of the plan, which was adopted—The fame plan prefented to the lords 
Vor, I. c and 
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and only oppofed by the Earl of Farnham—The Anti-unionifts give up the queftion for loft— 
A lift of the members who voted for and againft this great queftion, and the parliamentary ar- 
rangements preparatory therefore, appendix, No, CXXII.—After the bill paffed the Irith parlia- 
ment, Mr. Pitt introduces a fimilar bill in the Britifh Commons—Sent on the 24th June to the 
Britifh Peers—The Britith bill receives the royal affent, 2d July, 1800—The Britith parliament 
prorogued—His majefty’s fpeech to both houfes 1967 
The royal affent given in Ireland to the Union bill on the anniverfary of the acceffion of the Houfe 
of Brunfwick to the thrones of Great Britain and Ireland, 1ft Auguft, 1800—The a& at length in 
the Appendix, No. CXXIII.—The Jord lieutenant’s fpeech to both houfes of the Irith par- 
1068 
The example of the Scotch Union followed upon the eleGtions of members for the united parliament 
— Not one of the peers who voted againft the union are to be found in the number of the eleled, 
Note 1069 
A lift of the members drawn by ballot for the Imperial parliament 1070 
His majefty enters the Houfe of Lords 31 Dec. 1800—The Commons commanded to attend—The 
fpeaker of the Houfe of Commons addreffes his majefty—His majefty’s fpeech from the throne to 


liament 


both houfes of parliament 1071 
The Lord Chancellor fignities his majefty’s conymands, that the proclamation be read, &c.—The 
proclamation at length ——- 1072 
Other proclamations read, declaring what enfigns and colours fhould be borne by fea 1076 


————__ —— » 
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addrefs to the Prince of Wales, to a diftant day 182 to 1387 
LXXXII. Report of the commiffioners on the police bill — — 137 to 141 
LXXXIII. Mr. Grattan’s fecond fpeech upon tithes —_— —— 141 to 165 
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CHARTER Vil. 


OF TUE REBELLION IN 1798. 


NotwirHstANDING the difcoveries made by Reynolds and Arm- 
ftrong, and the confequent arrefts of the principal confpirators with their pa- 
pers, from which circumftance the rebels were left without heads to plan, or 
officers to execute their defigns, yet fo deeply and widely was the flame of 
rebellion fpread, that it was impoffible to fupprefs the volcano from the 
eruption, which had been long fettled for the 23d of May. It appears, that 
the plan of attack formed by Lord Edward Fitzgerald had been communi- 
cated to mofi of the rebels; for their firft open aéts of hoftility, though ap- 
parently fortuitous, irregular, and confufed, bore evident marks of a deep 
laid feheme for furprizing the military by feparate, though fimultancois 
attacks, to furround in a cordon the city of Dublin, and cut off all fuccours 
and refources from without. On that day Mr. Neilfon* and fome other of 
the: leading confpirators were arrefted; and the. city and county of Dublin 
were proclainied by the lord heutenant and council in a ftate of infurreétion ; 
the guards at the caftle, and all the great objects of attack were trebled; and 
in faét the whole city was converted into a befieged garrifon. Thus the re- 
bels were uuable to effet any thing by furprife. Without leaders, and almoft 
without arms or ammunition, the infatuated multitude ventured on the 
bloody conteft. Notwithftanding the apparent forwardnefs of the north, 
the firft commotions appeared in different parts of Leinfter. The northern 
and Connaught-mail coaches were {topped by parties of the infurgents on the 
night of the 28d of May; and, at about twelve o'clock on the morning of 
the 24th, a large body of rebels attacked the town and gaol of Naas, about 


* Mr. Neilfon was feized between nine and ten in the evening, by Gregg, the keeper of New- 
gate, as he was reconnoitring the prifon: a fcuffle enfued, and Neilfon fnapped a piftol at him: 
by the intervention of two yeomen, he was feeured and committed. It is reported, and appears 


probable, that a large number of the confpirators who were awaiting his orders, having loft their 
leader, difperfed for that night, 


fourteen 


688 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


fourteen miles from Dublin, where Lord Gosford commanded.* As the guard 
had been feafonably increafed, in expectation of fuch an attack, the aflailants 
were repulfed, and driven into a narrow avenue, where, without order or dif- 
cipline, they fuftained for fome time the attack of the Armagh militia, and 
of the fencible corps raifed by Sir Watkins William Wynne, and known by the 
name of the Ancient Britons. The king’s troops loft two officers, and about 
thirty nen; and the rebels, as was reported, loft 140 in the conteft and their 
flight. They were completely difperfed, and feveral of them taken pri- 
foners. On the fame day, a {mall divifion of his majefty’s forces were fur- 
prized at the town of Profperous; and a detachment at the village of Clane 
cut their way through to Naas, with confiderable lofs. About the fame time, 
General Dundas encountered a large body of infurgents on the hills near 
Kilcullin, and 130 of thefe mifguided perfons were left dead upon the field. 

On the following day, a body of about 400 rebels, under the command of 
two gentlemen of the names of Ledwich and Keough, marched from Rath- 
farnham, in the neighbourhood of Dublin, along the foot of the mountain 
towards Belgatt and Cloudalkin: in their progrefs, they were met by a party 
of thirty-five dragoons, under the command of Lord Roden. After fome 
refiftance, the rebels were defeated, great numbers were killed and wounded, 
and their leaders Ledwich and Keough were taken. ‘They were immediately 
tried by a court martial, and executed, having pleaded in vain, that they had 
been forced into the fervice. 

Although the firft effort of the rebels had been thus defeated, ftill they en- 
tertained the moft fanguine hopes of fucceeding in another attempt. Ge- 


* The preparation to receive the rebels at Naas proceeded from the following circumftance : 
Lord Gosford, who commanded the ‘Armagh militia, a part of which was quartered at Naas, was on 
that day in Dublin, and whilft he was converfing with Mr. Cook, in the caftle, an anonymous let- 
ter was received, announcing the intended attack of Naas on that night by a numerous band of 
rebels, who were then hovering about that town. Lord Gosford was more ftricken with the letter 
than the under fecretary ; he took it with him, and inftantly fet out for Naas. On his arrival there, 
his fon, who commanded the regiment in his abfence, fhewed him a fimilar letter, in the fame 
hand-writing, which he had that day received at Naas. Upon this double information, the fin- 
cerity of the anonymous informer feemed no longer queftionable, and the garrifon was immedi- 
ately prepared for defence, which the rebels, who lay concealed at the backs of the houfes, did not 
expect: this fortunate preparation faved the garrifon from furprize. This difcomfiture of the re- 
bels in their firft attack, gave confidence and fpirit to the army, and by feyeral of the rebels was 
confidered as ominous. 

neral 
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meral Lake, who, upon the refignation of Sir Ralph Abercrombie, had been 
appointed commander in chicf, publithed the following notice on the morn- 
ing of the 24th of May: 

“ Lieutenant General Lake, commanding his majefty’s forces in this king- 
« dom, having received from his excellency the lord lieutenant, full powers 
to put down the rebellion, and to punifh rebels in the moft fummary man- 
ner, according to martial law, does hereby give notice to all his majefty’s 
«« fubjeéts, that he is determined to exert the powers entrufied to him in thie 
moft vigorous manner, for the immediate fuppreflion of the fame; and 
that all perfons aéting in the prefent rebellion, or in any wife aiding or 
affifting therein, will be treated by him as rebels, and punithed accord- 
ongly.” 

“ And Lieutenant General Lake hereby requires all the inhabitants of 
“‘ the city of Dublin (the great officers of ftate, members of the houfes of 
parliament, privy counfellors, magiftrates, and military perfons, in uniform, 
excepted), to remain within their refpective dwellings from nine o'clock at 
night till five in the morning, under pain of punifhment.” 
fo the fame morning alfo, for better fecuring the peace of ee ae the 
dord mayor publithed the following proclamation : 
“ THOMAS FLEMING. 

“ WHEREAS the circumftances of the prefent crifis de- 
mand every poflible precaution, thefe are therefore to defire all perfons 
who have regiftered arms, forthwith to give in (in writing) an exaét lift or 
inventory of fuch arms at the town clerk’s office, who will file and enter 
the fame in a book to be kept for that purpofe; and all perfons who have 
not regiftered their arms, are hereby required forthwith to deliver up to 
me, or fome other of the magiftrates of this city, all arms and ammunition 
of every kind in their poffeffion: And if, after this proclamation, any per- 
fon having regiftered their arms fhall be found not to have given in a true 
lift or inventory of fuch arms; or if any perfon who has not regiftered, 
fhall be found to have in their power or poffeflion any arms or ammunition 
whatever, fuch perfon or perfons will, on fuch arms being difcovered, be 
forthwith fent on board his majefiy’s navy, as by law dircéted. 

“ And Ido hereby defire, that all houfekeepers do place upon the outfide 
of their doors a lift of all perfons in their refpective houfes, diftinguifhing 
“fuch as are firangers from thofe who aétually make part of their family: 
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“ but as there may happen to be perfons who, from pecuniary embarrafi- 
‘“ ments, are obliged to conceal themfelves, I do not. require fuch names to 
be placed on the outfide of the door, provided their names are fent to me. 
“ And I hereby call upon all his majefiy’s fubjeéts within the county of the 
‘city of Dublin immediately to comply with this regulation, as calculated 
“« for the public fecurity ; as thofe perfons who fhall wilfully neglect a regu- 
“ lation fo eafy and falutary, as well as perfons giving falfe ftatements of the 
“ inmates of their houfes, muft, in the prefent crifis, abide the confequences 
* of fuch negleét.” : 

Thefe meafures of government fo far appeafed the turbulency of the in- 
furgents, and tranquillized the metropolis, that the Houfe of Commons met 
amid{t the furrounding din of arms, and uninterruptedly went through the 
bufinefs of the day. Lord Cafilereagh prefented to them a meflage from the 
lord lieutenant, that he thought it his indifpenfable duty, with the advice 
of the privy council, under the prefent circumftances of the kingdom; to 
iffue a proclamation,* which he had ordered to be laid before the Houfe of 

Commons, 


t¢ 


* The following is the form of that proclamation. 
‘© By the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland—A Proclamation. 
‘© CAMDEN. 
« HIS excellency the lord lieutenant, by and with the advice of the privy 

“* council, has iffued orders to all the general officers, commanding his majefty’s forces, to punifh 
*€ all perfons acting, aiding, or in any manner affifting in the rebellion, which now exifts, within 
** this kingdom, and has broken out in the moft daring and violent attacks upon his majefty’s 
‘© forces, according to martial law, either by death or otherwife, as to them fhall feem expedient, 
‘*. for the punifhment and fuppreffion of all rebels in their feveral diftri€ts, of which all his majefty’s 
“© fubje&s are hereby required to take notice. 

** Given at the council chamber in Dublin, the 24th day of May, 1798. 


«© W. Armagh, Ely, J. Beresford, 

So Clare «Gs Dillon, J. Parnell, 

*« Charles Cafhell, Perry, H. Cavendith, 

« W. Tuam, O'Neill, J. Blaquiere, 

“¢ Waterford, Carleton, H. Langrithe, 

«* Drogheda, Caftlereagh, | Theo. Jones, 

‘© Ormond andOffory, H. Meath, Jof. Cooper, 

“© Weftmeath, G.L. Kildare, D. Latouche, 

«* Shannon, Muikerry, J. Monck Mafon, 
** Bellamont, Glintworth, Arthur Wolfe, 


«© Roden, 
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Commons, to whom he remarked, the time for fpeaking was now gone by, 
and that period at laft come, when deeds and not words were to thew the dif- 
pofitions of members of that houfe, and of every man who truly valued the 
conftitution of the land, or wifhed to maintain the laws, and proteé the 
lives and properties of his majefty’s fubjeéts. Every thing which courage, 
honor, fortune, could offer in the common caufe; was now called for. ‘The 
rebels had openly thrown off the mafk, and avowed themfelves in open arms; 
and notwithftanding their numbers and defperation, he found no reafon to 
tremble for the iffue of the conteft, but expeéted that in a few days it would 
be decided, to their utter discomfiture and deftruétion. 

Afterwards the chancellor of the exchequer rofe and faid, that the events 
which had fo recently occurred had fully proved the meafures taken by go- 
vernment were right, and fully juftified the houfe in the fupport which it 
had already given with fo much fpirit and promptitude to his excellency on 
the occafion. He then moved the following refolution: “ That an humble 
“ addrefs be prefented to his excellency the lord lieutenant, to exprefs our 
cordial acknowledgment for the meflage fent this day by his excellency 
“to the houfe. We entirely approve the decifive meafure his excellency has 
taken by the advice of the privy council, however we may lament its ne- 
“ ceflity. We renew our engagement of fupport, we reflect on the general 
firmnefs and vigor which are manifefted, we feel the fulleft affurance, that 
* the rebellion will be fpeedily crufhed.” 
© Colonel Maxwell rofe to exprefs his hearty affent to the addrefs, and to 
fecond the motion. He fincerely gave great credit to the government for 
the meafures they had adopted through the whole of that bufinefs. Ie ob- 
ferved, the rebels were now in open arms aeainft his majefty’s forces, and 
againft them the proclamation of that day was direéted. The principal fo- 
menters and leaders of the rebellion were in prifon, and as the object of veft- 
ing confidentially an abfolute authority in the executive, was for the purpofe 
of crufhing rebellion as fpeedily as poflible, and infuring the: fecurity of the 
ftate, he would fubmit to the wifdom of the houfe, whether it would not be 


“* Roden, Roffmore, Robert Rofs, 
** Altamont, Tyrawley, Ifaac Corry, 
“* Glandore, John Fofter, | Lodge Morres. 


** Farnham, 
GOD fave the KING.” 
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right and neceffary, that military executions fhould have retrofpeé to thofe 
perfons that were then confined, and that they should be difpofed of as ex- 
peditioufly as poffible, in order that’the rebels, who looked up to them as 
leaders, might no longer derive any encouragement from the expeétation of 
vefcuing them at a future day from their captivity. 

Lord Caftlereagh moft earneftly befought gentlemen, that they would not 
fuffer the zeal and warmth of their feelings on this occafion to run away with 
their good fenfe; that they would not proceed to that which would be un- 
conftitutional indeed ; but above all, he conjured them not to prefs a mea- 
fure upon his excellency, which muft brand his adminiftration with the im- 
putation of cruelty, and fink it to the fame degraded and fanguinary level 
with that government, which fought to deftroy the happieft conftitution. For 
Heaven's fake, let not gentlemen prefs a general and indifcrimimating fyftem 
of unneceffary vengeance, nor call upon his excellency to violate the great 
duty of the executive, that of adminiftering juftice in mercy. He moft ear- 
neftly conjured them not to think of clogging the addrefs by any fuch 
amendment as that fuggefted, nor in their laudable zeal for the repreffion of 
rebellion to clofe the door of mercy againft the deluded inhabitants of Ire- 
land, difpofed to return to their allegiance, and whom the ftate was anxious 
once more to embrace in its parental arms.. 

Vhe queftion being put, was carried mem. con. and’ on the-motion of Lord 
Catilereagh, ordered to be prefented as expeditioufly as poffible to his excel- 
lency, by fuch members as were of his majefty’s privy council. 

The houfe on the motion of Lord Caftlereagh adjourned to that day 
fennight. 

The rigorous vigilance of government within the capital kept fuch of the 
confpirators from rifing, who remained in the city for the purpofes of internal 
infurrection: but the feizure of fo many of their leaders prevented any con- 
cert orcommand, and confequently effeét in their movements. The country 
was in the mean time: befet in every direction for twenty or thirty miles 
around with different corps of this. undifciplined and ferocious rabble, act- 
ing for the moft part half armed, and without plan or command. They 
generally awaited the fignal, which they expected, of the cattle, the barracks, 
and the whole city of Dublin, being in their poffeffion. It was a moft me- 
lancholy proof of the progrefs of rebellion, that every perfon almoft without 


diftin€tion, in and about Dublin, whofe fituation in life put him him in the 
occafion 
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oecafion of retaining any number of men either as fervants, artificers, work- 
men, or labourers, was fuddenly left and abandoned by thofe perfons attend- 
ing their refpeétive pofts for the general rifing. Thefe are awful leffons of 
the powerful force of fecret combinations, in a people linked together at firft 
upon fair principles, cemented by a common caufe of unqueftionable gric- 
vance, at laft goaded into revenge and defpair by cruelty. ‘The determined 
fecrefy, and filence, and energy, and confidence, and boldnefs of fome hun- 
dred thoufands of every defcription, moftly in the loweft orders of fociety, 
fill the mind with the moft alarming gloom, that the roots of fuch an inve- 
terate hold of the paflions may be ftill gaining ftrength in the ground, above 
which they have fora feafon ceafed to fend forth any fhoots. Future pre-- 
vention and remedy mutt be radical, if unfortunately again thefe evils fhould 
return. The pruning kuife in lopping off a fingle twig gives germination to 
a little foreft. This cautious referve or malignant check upon the paflions 
of a ferocious multitude, whilft it fills the mind with dread, loudly acquits 
the body of the bafe charge of fyftematic aflaffination. Had fuch been their 
defign, the admiffion into families muft have been their firft object: and yet 
it is lameutably true, that fcarcely was there a family of confequence through- 
out the nation, in which feveral {worn members of the union were not to be 
found. War having now been openly commenced by the rebels, government 
proceeded to the ftrongeft meafures of coercion. Although by no public 
official act were the picketings, ftranglings, floggings, and torturings to ex- 
tort confeffions, juftified or fanctioned, yet it is univerfally known, that un- 
der the very eye of government, and: with more than their tacit permiffion, 
were thefe outrages practifed, in defiance of the conftitution as admitted by 
all, in defiance of humanity and policy as maintained by moft men. In 
mentioning the Irifh government, it is not meant, that this fyftem proceeded 
from its chief governor: it was boafted to have been extorted from him. 
And to this hour it is not only defended and juftified, but panegyrized by 
the advocates and creatures of the infuriate drivers of that fyf{tem of ter- 
rorifm. 
So far from there being any doubt of the exiftence of any fuch practices 
a fhort time previous to and during the rebellion, that Sir Richard Mufgrave 
has, in an acklitional appendix to his memoirs of the different rebellions in 
Ireland, given to the public his obfervations upon whipping and free quarters. 
He admits indeed, that whofvever confiders it abfiractedly, muft of courfe 
condemn 
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coudemn it as obvioufly repugnant to the letter of the law, the benign prin- 
ciples of our conftitution, and thofe of juftice and humanity; but he was 
convineed, that fuch perfons as difpaffionately confidered the exifting cir- 
cumftances, and the preffure of the occafion under which it was adopted, 
would readily admit them to be, if not an excufe, at leaft an ample extenua- 
tion of that practice. “ Suppofe,” fays he, ‘‘ the fulleft information could 
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have been obtained of the guilt of every individual, it would have been 
impracticable to arreft and commit the multitude. Some men of difcern- 
ment and fortitude perceived, that fome new expedient muft be adopted 
to prevent the fubverfion of government, and the deftruétion of fociety ; 
and whipping was reforted to. 
“ As to the violation of the forms of the law by this praétice, it fhould be 
recollected, the law of nature, which fuggefted the neceflity of it, fuper- 
fedes all pofitive inftitutions, as it is imprinted on the heart of man for the 
prefervation of his creatures, as it {peaks ftrongly and inftin@tively, and as 
its end will be bafiled by the flownels of deliberation. 
“ When the fword of civil war is drawn, the laws are filent. As to the 
violation of humanity, it fhould be recolleéted, that nothing could exceed 
the cruelty of this banditti; that their objet was the extirpation of the 
loyalifts ; that of the whippers, the prefervation of the community at large. 
“ This practice was never fanétioned by government, as they, on the con- 
trary, ufed their utmoft exertions to prevent it; and the evidence extorted 
from the perfon whipped never was ufed to conviét any perfon, and was 
employed for no other perfon but to difcover concealed arms, and to de- 
feat the deleterious fchemes of the traitors. Free quarter was confined 
merely to the province of Leinfter. 
“ When government were poffeffed of the evidence, that the inhabitants 
of a village or a town, who had taken the ufual oaths to lull and deceive 
the magiftrates, were poffeffed of concealed arms, and meditated an infur- 
rection and maffacre, they fent amongft them a certain number of troops, 
whom they were obliged to maintain by contributions levied on them- 
felves. This took place a few days before the rebellion broke out. 
“ It has been univerfally allowed, that the military feverities praétifed in 
the county of Kildare occafioned a premature explofion of the plot, which 
the directory intended to have deferred, till the French effected a landing ; 
and one of them, Mr. Emmet, declared, in his evidence upon oath, be- 
fore 
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* fore the fecret committee of the lords, that, but for the falutary effeéts 
“‘ of thofe military feverities, there would have been a very general and for- 
“« midable infurrection in every part of the country:” 

This warm advocate for the torture has not with his ufual minutenefs fa- 
voured his reader with any inftances of innocent perfons having undergone 
this fevere trial from wanton fufpicion, perfonal revenge, or malevolent cru- 
elty. Yet many fuch there were; as muft neceffarily be the cafe, where the 
very caft of a countenance that difpleafed a corporal or common yeoman 
fufticed to fubjeét the unfortunate paffenger to this military ordeal. Noman 
can give credit to the affertion, that government ufed their utmoft evxer- 
tions to prevent it, who knows any thing of the ftate of Ireland at that dif- 
aftrous period. In Beresford’s Riding Houfe, Sandy’s Prevot, the Old Cuf- 
tom Houfe, the Royal Exchange, fome of the barracks, and other places in 
Dublin, there were daily, hourly notorious exhibitions of thefe torturings, as 
there alfo were in almoft every town, village, or hamlet thrcughout the king- 
dom, in which troops were quartered.* 

Many attacks were made by the rebels on the fecond day of the rebellion 
(the 24th of May), generally with. ill fuccefs; the chief of which were thofe 
of Carlow, Hacketftown, and Monaftereven. There were alfo feveral fkir- 
mifhes near Rathfarnham, Tallagh, Lucan, Lufke, Dunboyne, Barretftown, 
Collon, and Baltinglafs. At Dunboyne and Barretftown the infurgents are 
allowed to have had the advantage. Butin all the other rencontres, though 
greatly fuperior in numbers, they were eafily defeated with incredible lofs of 
their men. 

The non-arrival of the mail coach at the ufual hour of eight o'clock in the 
morning at Carlow,was to be the fignal for rifing there and in its vicinity. This 
town lies about forty miles fouth-weft of Dublin. Of the intended attack, 
the garrifon was apprifed by an intercepted letter, and from Lieutenant Roe, 
of the North Cork militia, who had obferved the peafants affembling in the 
vicinity late in the evening of the 24th of May. The garrifon confifted in 
the whole of about four hundred and fifty men, commanded by Colonel Ma- 
hon, of the ninth dragoons, and they were very judicioufly pofted for the 


* It is too large a credit to be allowed to this author's affertion, that the evidence extorted from 
the perjon whipped never was wfed to convict any perfon, If the fecurity of the monarch be to be 
fouind in the affe@ionate hearts of his people, it is matter of important confideration how far thefe 
practices tended more to unite or feparate the two kingdoms. 


recep= 


66 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


reception of the aflailants. A body, perhaps amounting to athoufand or fif- 
teen hundred, having aflembled before the houfe of Sir Edward Crofbie, a mile 
and a half diftant from Carlow, marched into the town at two o’clock in the 
morning on the 25th of May, in a very unguarded and tumultuary manner, 
Yhouting as they rufhed into Tullow Street, with vain confidence, that the 
town was their own, they received fo deftru@live a fire from the garrifon, 
that they recoiled and endeavoured to retreat ; but finding their flight inter- 
cepted, numbers took refuge in the houfes, which were immediately fired by 
the foldiery. About eighty houfes, with fome hundred men, were confumed 
in this conflagration. As about half this column of aflailants had arrived 
within the town, and few efcaped from that fituation, their lofs can hardly be 
eftimated at lefs than four hundred; while not a man was even wounded on 
the fide of the loyalifts. 

After the defeat, executions commenced here, as they did elfewhere in this 
calamitous period, and about two hundred in a fhort time were hanged or 
fhot, according to martial law. Among the earlieft vidtims was Sir Edward 
Crofbie, before whofe houfe the rebel column had affembled, but who certainly 
had not accompanied them in their march; he was condemned and fhot as 
an United frifhman; his friends affirm, with apparent truth, that he fell a fa- 
crifice to the confufion, which neceffarily attends a trial by military law, in 
the rage of a rebellion, and that his innocence would have been manifefted, 
if certain circumftances had been made public, which were fuppreffed from 
<lelicacy to adminiftration, then fuppofed to be dangeroufly fitnated.* It 
is reported, that Sir Edward Crofbie had no further conneétion with the re- 


* Sometimes apparently trifling incidents difclofe points of the higheft importance to the ftate. 
Mr. Elliot, going from Carlow, after the repulie of the rebels, to vifit his houfe, three miles from 
the town, faw a group of peafants, his neighbours, affembled in the road at the end of his avenue, 
whom he fuppofed to have met for the mutual enquiries about the news. He was advancing with- 
out apprehenfion of danger, when obferving two guns levelled at him, he galloped off, and fortu- 
nately efcaped both fhots. Hearing a fliout from them, with a declaration that he might come to 
them with confidence of fefety, he returned, and called to them to meet him without arms, Find- 
ing that they declined this proof of pacific intention, he again galloped away, and efcaped fome 
more fhots. When he returned foon after with a body of yeomanry, the peafants, expeting no 
mercy, fled to places of concealment; but perceiving that, quite contrary to their expectations, 
their cabins were not burncd, nor any fevere punifhment intended, they returned to thcir occupa- 
tions, and remained perfectly quiet. A contrary conduét in this gentleman would have fent thofe 
and others to augment the rebel forces. 
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bels, than that they exercifed on a lawn before the houfe, which of courfe 
Sir Edward could not prevent. 

In the attack upon Slane, a mere handful of troops about feventeen yeo- 
men and forty of the Armagh militia, although furprized in the houfes on 
which they were billetted, fought their way feparately to their rallying poft, 
and then made fo vigorous a ftand, that fome hundreds of the rebels were 
with confiderable flaughter repulfed, and put to a moft daftardly flight. Se- 
veral of the affailants of this fmall town appeared drefled in the uniforms of 
the Cork militia and Ancient Britons; which appearance, in this and feveral 
other inftances, proved a fatal deceit to the king’s troops. They were the 
fpoils taken at Profperous ; at which place the fuccefs of the rebels, amongft 
other caufes, was owing to their having been headed or led on to the attack 
by an officer; as their defeats in moft other places, with immenfe fuperiority 
of numbers, were to be attributed to the want of fome intelligent perfon to 
controul and direét them. Their difcomfitures in general were not the effect 
of fear or cowardice, but of want of difcipline and organization. The unfor- 
tunate Dr. Efmond, a Roman Catholic gentleman of good family, independent 
fortune, and uncommon accomplifhments, had drank fo deeply of the in- 
toxicating poifon of this rebellious union, that in him it had extinguifhed 
all religious and moral reétitude, fo that to the high crime of treafon he 
fuperadded the turpitude of the rankeft duplicity and deccit. He was lieu- 
enant of the Clane cavalry commanded by Captain Griffiths, and on the 
23d of May fpent fome hours over the bottle with Captain Swayne of the 
North Cork milhtia, who commanded at Profperous. They parted but a 
very fhort time before Efmond fet out for his traitorous attack upon Prof- 
perous: he had feduced feveral of the corps to attend him on that fatal oc- 
cafion. 

After the repulfe of the rebels at Clane, Captain Griffiths had orders to 
march with his corps:to Naas; but at the moment before he fet out he re- 
ceived from one of his corps (named Mite), who had been miiiing the pre- 
ceding night, a letter informing him of the conduct of Efmond, who, he faid, 
had commanded at the attack of Profperous; and that he (Mite) had 
accompanied him to the entrance of that town, and then made his efcape. 
fe had fearcely received the letter when Efmond appeared and joined the 
¢roop, with his hair dreffed, his boots and breeches quite clean, and fully 
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accoutred. The captain prudently fupprefied his indignant emotions till he 
arrived at Naas. 

As the rebellion may be properly faid to have broken out at Naas, it will 
be proper,to be more particular in the detail of that tranfaétion, than of 
others, in order to put the reader into the fair poffeffion of the fpirit, principles, 
and conduét, upon which the rebellion was begun and refifted, and how far 
they effected the progrefs of that dreadful warfare. It is to be prefumed, 
as the rebels were uniform in their mode of attack on this firft day, that the 
horrid plan had been long preconcerted by thofe, who at a diftance from the 
place of execution, had iffued their inhuman mandates to imbrue their coun- 
try in blood and flaughter. The chief part of the inhabitants of Naas were 
ftrongly difaffected, or the intended attack would have been otherwife com- 
municated to Lord Gosford, who commanded three hundred of the Armagh 
militia in the town, than by the anonymous letters before mentioned. For 
numerous rebels were concealed during the greater part of the day in houfes 
and gardens of the town; fo that on the firft onfet the ftreets were fuddenly 
filled by their rufhing out of the front doors of the houfes, in or behind 
which they had lain concealed. The alarm was given by a violent and bar- 
barous fhout, that the town was theirown. Several fhots were inftantly fired 
into the apartments of Lord Gosford, before any thing elfe was attempted. 
It was afterwards acknowledged by prifoners, and it appeared by feveral 
written orders found in the pockets of the flain and wounded, that their or- 
ders were to put to death without quarter every officer, regular lifts of whom 
were written upon thefe papers ; then to difarm fuch of the foldiery as would 
uot inftantly join them, and referve them for further deliberation, prefuming 
itis to be imagined, that their expected fuccefs and cooler reflection would 
bring them over to their caufe. The favage attempt to carry thefe fangui- 
nary orders into execution, although it providentially failed at Naas, too fa- 
tally fucceeded at Profperous and elfewhere, from want of timely information 
of the intent of the rebels. In the general confufion, government had negleét- 
ed to fend to the different pofts (for they knew of each intended attack): this 
oniffion was the caufe of mnch blood having been fpilled on the fatal night 
of the 23d of May, and tended to render the conteft more ferocious and 
cruel on both fides. Not only was quarter refufed to all rebels, who had 
arms in their hands, but many others were put to death, who had given no 
fymptoms of difaffection; and after the heat of battle others were coolly exe- 
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cuted without any form of trial whatever.* To the thinking nund it be- 
comes a matter of moft awful alarm, that fuch fanguinary pians fhould have 
been fo long kept fecret by fuch numbers of a promifcuous multitude, and 
that fo few efficient means were taken to cradicate and extinguith, that de- 
termined fpirit of difaffeétion, fecrecy, and confpiracy, with which there 1s 
but too fatal evidence, they were once poffeffed. ‘The incorporate union 


* The truth of this appears from the cafe of Dr. Efmond, who efcaped in this inftance, and that of 
Walth and others, who fell vidtims to thefe deliberate military executions. Lord Gosford, upon the 
reprefentations of Captain Griffith, who till the 24th of May, 1798, had been moft grofly deceived 
by Dr. Efmond’s infidious condn& and falfe appearances of loyalty, confirmed by written and oral 
evidence of his having headed the fatal attack on Profperous, ordered him under arreft; whither 
fome time after his lordihip went with Mr. Burgh, who refided within a quarter of a mile of Naas, 
and was like moft of his neighbours in habits of intimacy and friendfhip with Dr. Efmond, whofe 
private charaCter was eminently engaging, to queftion him as to the cliarges laid againft him. Upon 
‘their arrival, Dr. Efmond accofted Mr. Burgh with great affability,and for fome minutes obferved a 
difdainful referve towards Lord Gosford. He then rather fternly interrogated his lordfhip, by what 
authority he had confined him. The anfwer was, that having received fuch ferious charges from 
fo refpeGlable a quarter, as the commanding officer then at Naas, he was called upon by his duty 
to aét as he had done: at which Dr. Efmond, {napping his fingers, replied with affected indif- 
ference, that if any one refpeCtable man of the county could fupport the charge, he was ready that 
hour to mount the {caffold. The arrival in the mean time of Generals Dundas and Wilford with 
the forces under their command, difembarraffed Lord Gosford of any further refponfibility. Ge- 
neral Dundas made fome enquiries about Dr. Efmond of fome officers and gentlemen of the coun- 
try, and upon the ftrength of their opinions had inftantly given orders for his execution within half an 
hour. Fifty men and an officer were a€tually under thefe orders at the door of the apartment where 
he was confined, when Lord Gosford and Mr. Burgh were with him. Lord Gosford, who though 
he had found it his duty to put Dr. Efmond under arreft, never conceived the idea of his being exe- 
cuted without a trial, undertook to take with him to General Dundas the officer (by name Robin- 
fon) who had received the order to {ee to the execution of Dr. Efmond. His lordfhip fubmitted to 
the General the propriety of not proceeding to thofe lengths without putting the prifoner on his trial: 
that it would otherwife be dire&t murder: to which the General readily aflented, but feared it was 
too late, and that his firft hafty commands had been obeyed. Upon affurance to the contrary, they 
were inftantly countermanded, and Dr. E{mond was fent up to Dublin under an efcort in Lord 
Gosford’s carriage, where under a fair trial he met the fate, which his aggravated guilt deferved. On 
the next morning, upon Lord Gosford’s attending General Dundas for orders, he was afked whe- 
ther the perfons, who were then hanging in the fight of the general’s window, had been executed 
by his lordfhip’s orders. Lord Gosford obferved, that his command having ceafed upon the arrival 
of the general, he had given no order, and knew nothing about the execution, General Dundas 
obferved, that it had been very regularly and coolly done, for he had with his glafs been watching 
the whole progrefs, No further notice was taken of the affair. 


AT 2 of 


4 
700 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


of the two countries affords the ready and fure means: but the non-appli- 
cation of them may be irretrievably fatal to the Britifh empire. 

On the very day, on which the unfortunate Efmond was diferacing the 
caufe of his king, country, and religion, the chief of the Catholics in and 
about Dublin,* were exerting their utmoft endeavours to affert the unfhaken 
loyalty of themfelves and the refpeétable part of their body, againft the 
malevolent attempts of their enemies to affix the guilt of rebellion upon the 
whole Catholic body, and to render the prefent difaftrous conteft the more 
bloody and ferocious by throwing in the deadly venom of religious acri- 
mony. 

In the raging violence of open hoftilities between a powerful army and an 
incenfed, licentious, and vindictive populace, without difcipline or command, 
many of them unprovided with arms, and more unaccuftomed to ufe them, it 
was to be expeéted, that every latent fpark of diffidence, animofity, or ha- 
tred fhould be mutually blown into a flame, and rendered as malevolently 
active againft the adverfe party as the vindictive ingenuity of depraved fero- 
city could devife. The original founders, the chief promoters and conduc- 
tors of the rebellious union were all Proteftants (except Efmond, M*‘Nevin, 
and fome few others) but the great mafs of the unfortunate and wretched 
peafants, who had been feduced or goaded into infurgency, undoubtedly 
were mofily Roman Catholics. There were fome corps of Catholic yeo- 
manry, as Lord Fingal’s; there were feveral Catliolics in fome of the Protef- 
tant corps of ycomen; moft of the Infh militia-men were Catholic, but the 
reft of the army were to aman Proteftant. Unfortunately the virulency of 
the conteit was tharpened by the infufion of all the embittered rancour and 
opprobrium refpeciively attached to the terms Papif? and Heretic. Thefe 
antiquated flambeaux of religious bigottry were lighted up anew by both 


* On the 2ith of May the following notice was given in the Dublin Journal and other papers. 
“ Roman Catholics, An addrefs to the lord lieutenant, intended to be immediately prefented, and 
‘© containing a declaration of political principles applicable to the circumftances of the prefent mo- 
‘¢ ment, lies, for fignature, at Fitzpatrick’s, bookleller, Ormond-quay; at the Earl of Fingal’s, 
‘© Great George’s-ftreet, Rutland’s-fquare; Lord Vifeount Kenmare’s, Great George’s-ftreet ; Ma- 
“‘ Jachy Donelan’s, Efq. Mountjoy's-fquare; and Counfellor Bellew’s, No. 6, Upper Gardiner’s- 
‘© ftreet, Mountjoy’s-fquare. All fignatures muft be given in on or before Saturday next.” 
Two addreffes to the lord lieutenant from the Roman Catholics, are to be feen in Appendix, 
No. CX. 
parties, 
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parties, and ufed by them mutually as the moft deftruétive weapons of their 
warfare. Without alluding to any juitification or even palliation for treafon, 
it falls to the duty of the faithful annalift to detail the real caufcs of that 
irritation, which on either fide led to cruelties and outrages, which no cir- 
cumftances whatever could countenance or attenuate. - No nation feels more 
keenly and refents more highly than the Irith the fufferings and opprefiions 
of their anceftors : none fo perfonally make a common caufe with them; be- 
caufe none hold them in fo much refpect and veneration. Their own fuffer- 
ings under the penal code for a length of time, and the recent provocations 
which they had received from the picketings, whippings, half hangings, 
burnings, ravilhings, and free-quarters of the army, all operated to enflame 
the Inith againft thofe, whom they in their native language called Safanagh, 
which* meant indifferently Englith or Proteftants, and to which idea it was 
lamentably true, that recent circumftances prompted them to annex the moft 
odious and fanguinary epithets. On the other hand every fiction, exagee- 
ration, and obloquy of Popifh fuperftition, Popifh matfacre, and Popith 
cruelty, perfidy, and inhumanity were eagerly collected, unproved upon, and 
circulated through the ranks to deaden humanity and irritate the ferocity of 
the troops. 

The misfortune of civil war and rebellion is, that whilft the loyalifts com- 
mand the fuperiority, they are too apt to follow up the rigor of the law, with 
more atrocity, than confideratenefs. It follows not, that becaufe the law 


* The anfwer of Do&or M‘Nevin to the Archbifhop of Cafhel in the fecret committee of the 
lords, elucidates and confirms this Statement. Jem. p. 71. 

“© Archbifhop of Cuajhel, Can you account for the maflacres committed upon the Proteftants by 
‘¢ the Papifts in the county of Wexford ? 
«© M<‘Nevin. My lord, I am far from being the apologift of maffacres, however provoked: but 
if T am rightly informed as to the conduct of the magiftrates of that county, the mafiacres you 


na 
a 


“© allude to were acts of retaliation upon enemies, much more than fanaticifm : moreover, my 
“© lord, it has been the misfortune of this country, fcarcely ever to have known the Englith na- 
* tives or fettlers, otherwife than enemies ; and in his language the Irifh peafant has but one naine 
‘¢ for Protefiant and Englifhman, and confounds them; he calls both by the name of Safanagh; 
his converfation therefore is lefs againft a religionift than againft a foe, his prejudice is the ef- 
fe& of the ignorance he is kept in, and the treatment he receives; how can we be furprized at 
it, when fo much pains are taken to brutalize him? 

«« Lord Chancellor. I agree with DoCtor M‘Nevin ; the Irifh peafant confiders the two words 
as fynonimous, he calls Protcftant and Englifhman, inditferently, Safanagh.” 
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may juftify the killing of a traitor with arms in his hands, that it is wife to 
carry on a war ad internecionem without quarter. Retaliation in fuch cafes 
muft be expe@ed: and nothing fo effeétually blunts the edge of cruelty as 
retaliation. It is a truth beyond queftion, that the military executions, 
which generally took place immediately after thefe engagements greatly irri- 
tated, and necefiarily therefore increafed the ferocity of the rebels. The 
bulletins, which daily announced the engagements with the rebels, feldom, 
if ever, reprefented the true numbers of the forces, or of the flain. Thefe 
mifreprefentations might have been well intended to infpire the loyalifis with 
confidence in themfelves and a contempt of the enemy. It is a ferious evil, 
when the people becomes convinced of the infincerity of government. On 
the 25th of May, a letter from General Dundas to Lord Caftlereagh was pub- 
lithed, in which it was afferted, that in an attack made upon a very large 
body of the rebels near Kilcullen Bridge, 130 of the rebels were flain, and 
not one of his majefty’s troops was either killed or wounded. A like account 
was publifhed from Hacketftown, received at the cafile from the Reverend 
James M‘Ghee on the fame day. In confequence of an information, that a 
large body of rebels were marching to attack the town, Lieutenant Gardiner, 
with men under his command, and a party of yeomanry commanded by 
Captain Hardy, went out to meet them. Having reconnoitred their force, 
which amounted to between three and four hundred, they took poft’on the 
hill under the church, and when the rebels came tolerably near, the officers 
and men made a feint, and retreated into the barracks. The rebels feeing 
this, came on with a great fhout, imagining the day to be their own. In 
few minutes Captain Hume came up with about thirty of his troop, and 
inftantly charged them, on which the rebels retreated. A general purfuit 
took place, and fo complete was the rout, that above three hundred of the 
mifcreants then lay dead on the field of battle. And not a man (Mr. Gardiner 
excepted, and one foldier who received a contufion in his arm) was in the 

leaft injured. | 
Wherever any rebels appeared in arms, an immediate attack and general 
purfuit ufually enfued: in which none was fpared. The armed rebels gene- 
rally efcaped, and the flaughter fell on the difarmed multitude, who fled from 
fear and confternation. On the 26th of May, fome blood was really fpilled 
in the field of battle. A body of about 4000 rebels which had taken poft 
on the hill of Tarah in the county of Meath, was attacked by about 400 
loyalifts 
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loyalifts and completely routed, with the flaughter of three hundred and fifty 
of their men,* who according to the government account were found dead 
on the field of battle, together with their leader, in his uniform; but 
only with the lofs of nine killed and fixteen wounded of the victorious 
party, which was compofed of three companies of the regiment of Reay 
fencibles; Lord Fingal’s troop of yeoman cavalry; thofe of Captain Pref- 
ton and Lower Kells; and Captain Molloy’s company of yeoman infan- 
try. The army is alfo reported to have taken 300 horfes, and all the am- 
munition, arms, provifions, and baggage of the rebels, together with eight 
of the Reay fencibles whom they, had taken prifoners. This defeat of the 
rebels at Tarah difconcerted their defign of falling upon Trim and Naas, and 
laying open the communication of the metropolis with the northern parts of 
the kingdom, as other fuccefsful movements produced the like effeét in the 
weft. 

On the 26th of the month, in order to prevent a rifing within the city, the 
lord mayor of Dublin publifhed in the newfpapers and hand bills the follow- 
ing notice. 

Onn 
“ Left the innocent fhould fuffer for the guilty. 


“ The lord mayor requefts his fellow citizens to keep within their houfes as 
inuch as poffible they can, fuitable to their convenience, after fun-fet, in 
this time of peril, as the ftreets fhould be kept as clear as poffible, fhould 
any tumult or rifing to fupport rebellion be attempted, in order that the 
“ troops and artillery may act with full effect in cafe of any difturbance.” 
And the lord lieutenant in an official letter to the Duke of Portland on the 
fame day, affured his grace, that the city of Dublin had been perfeétly tran- 
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* Mufg. p.297. This author alfo reports, that the king’s troops would have remained on the 
field all night, ‘‘ but that they had nota fingle cartridge left either for the gun or the {mall arms.” 
The inference is then a moft incredible panic in the rebels to flee from fuch inferiority of numbers, 
being ten to one, when the fire upon them had wholly ceafed: to abandon their arms which could 
not have much encumbered a flight, made without purfuit, and to leave behind them their horfes, 
which muit have aided their efcape, as it was frequent tor two or three rebels to mount one horfe 
for the fake of celerity. The fame author informs us alfo, that the rebels ‘‘ made three defperate 
‘© onfets, and in the laft laid hold of the cannon.” Thefe accounts will be marvellous to pofterity, 
when ocular evidence will exiftno more. Either the rebels had no ammunition, or the king’s 
troops were not, according tu this author, prevented from the want of it from keeping the tield. 
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quil, owing to the precautions which had been taken. It was impoffible to 
detcribe, in terms fufficiently ftrong, the indefatigable zeal, patience, and {pirit, 
of the ycomanry corps. Too much praife could not be given to his majefty’s re- 
gular and militia forces; and the latter had had opportunities of evincing their 
fteadinefs, difcipline, and bravery, which muft give the higheft fatisfa@tion to 
his majetty, and infpire the beft grounded confidence in their exertion, fhould 
they have a more formidable cnemy to contend with. 

The fame letter alfo ftated, that a party of the rebels, to the amount of feve- 
ral hundreds, were attacked by a detachment of the Antrim: militia, a {mall 
party of cavalry, and Captain Stratford’s yeomanry; and t): ~ being driven 
into the town of Baltinglas, they loft about 150 men. Aud chat on the 
fame morning an account had been received from Major Hardy, that the day 
before a body of three or four thoufand had colleéted near Dunlavin, where 
they were entirely defeated, witli the lofs of 500 men, by Lieutenant Gard- 
ner, at the head ofa detachment of the Antrim militia, and Captain Hardy’s 
and Captain Hume’s yeomanry. ‘That Lieutenant General Craig had left 
Dublin, in the hopes of mceting the body of rebels which had colleéted near 
Dunboyne, and parties were fent in different directions to furround them. 
They, however, fled im the night, on hearing the approach of the troops. 
That the general came up, with a party confifting of about 500, fome of 
whom were put to the fword. And that by accounts from the north, it ap- 
pearcd that the province of Ulfter was quiet. 

So befet were all the roads and conimunications to and witli the metropolis 
by the rebels, that it had the appearance of a befieged city. The mail 
coaches had ceafed to run, and nothing could move with fafety on the road 
without a ftrong military efcort.* It would be painful to the reader to wade 
through the particular inftances of outrage and barbarity committed during 
this rebellion, both by the foldiery and the infurgents, in burning, plunder- 
ing, maiming, torturing, ravifhing, and murdering. Thefe barbaritics were 
praétifed reciprocally: and it is allowed by the beft informed and moft impar- 
tial perfons, that infinitcly more cold blood was thed, more property deftroyed, 


* The author of the Memoirs (Mufg. 288) gives us here alfo fome more incredible inftances of 
the extreme ftupidity and cowardice of the infurgents : who having been informed of the intention 
of fending four waggons of ammunition to Naas, which were efcorted by 24 men of the merchants 
corps, perniitted them to proceed, although there were 1400 rebels in the woods ready to cut 
them off. 

more 
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sore houfes burned, and more women abufed* by the troops, than by the 
infurgents: and it muft be noted, that whatever glofs, palliation, or jufti- 
fication we may derive from the law to throw over the conduct of the mili- 
’ tary, that fame law would work but faintly upon the paffions of a lawlefs inul- 
titude in open rebellion, towards the prevention of retaliation. Jnéer arma 
Silent leges. 
Difcouraged by defeats, fome of the rebels began to with for leave to retire 
in fafety to their homes, and refume their peaceful occupations. Of this a 
remarkable inftance occurred on the 28th, and another on the 31ft of May: 
Lieut. General Dundas, who had, in the afternoon of the 24th, defeated a rebel 
force near Kilcullen, and relieved that little town, received on the 28th, at 
his quarters at Naas, by Thomas Kelly, Efq. a magifirate, a meffage from a 
rebel chief named Perkins, who was then at the head of about 2000 men, 
pofted on an emiuence called Knockawlwin-hill, on the borders of the Cur- 
ragh of Kildare, a beautiful plain, ufed as a race-courfe, twenty-two miles 
-fouth-weftward of the metropolis. The purport of this meflage was, that 
Perkins’ men fhould furrender their arms, on condition of their being per- 
mitted to return unmolefied to their habitations, and of the liberation of 
Perkins’ brother from the jail of Naas. The general having fent a meffenger 
for advice to Dublin Caftle, and received permiffion, affented to the terms, 
and approaching the poft of Knockawlin on the 31{t, received the perfonal 
furrender of Perkins, and a few of his affociates, the reft difperfing homeward 


* As to this fpecies of outrage, which refts not in proof, it is univerfally allowed to have been 
exclufively on the fide of the military : it produced an indignant horror in the country, which went 
beyend, but prevented retaliation. It is a charaéteriftic mark of the Irifh nation, neither to forget 
nor forgive an infult or injury done to the honor of their female relatives. It has been boafted of by 
officers of rank, that within certain large diftri€s a woman had not been left undefiled: and upon 
obfervation in anfwer, that the fex muft then have been very complying, the reply was, that the 
bayonet removed al] fqueamifhnefs. A lady of fafhion, having in converfation been queftioned as 
to this difference of condué& towards the fex, in the military and the rebels, attributed it in difguft 
to a want of gallantry in the croppies. By thefe general remarks, it is not meant to verify or juftify 
the faying of a field officer, or a lady of quality, both of whom could be named: but merely to fhew 
the prevalence of the general feelings and prepoffeffions at that time upon thefe horrid fubje&ts : and 
confequently what effeéts muft naturally have owed from them. In all matters of irritation and 
revenge, it is the conviction that the injury exifts which produces the bad effe&t. Even Sir 
Richard Mufgrave admits, (p. 429) that ‘‘ on moft occafions they did not offer any violence to the 
«¢ tenderdexen 
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in all direétions with fhouts of joy, and leaving thirteen cart-loads of pikes 
behind. 

This difpofition to furrender, which good policy would have encouraged 
among the infurgents, was blafted three days after by military ardor, which, 
when it eludes the falutary reftraints of difcipline, and is exerted againft an 
unrefifting object, ceafes to be laudable. Major General Sir James Duffe, 
who had made a rapid march from Limerick with fix hundred men, to open 
the communication of the metropolis with that quarter, received intelligence 
that a large body of men, affembled at a place called Gibbet-rath, on the Cur- 
ragh, for the purpofe of furrender, to which they had been admitted by Ge- 
neral Dundas. Unfortunately, as the troops advanced near the infurgents to 
receive their furrendered weapons, one of the latter foolithly fwearing that he 
would not deliver his gun otherwife than empty, difcharged it with the muz- 
zle upwards. The foldiers inftantly confidering this as an act of hoftility, 
fired on the unrefifting multitude, who fled with the utmoft precipitation, and 
were purfued with flaughter by a company of fencible cavalry, denominated 
Lord Jocelyn’s fox hunters. Above two hundred of the infurgents fell upon 
this occafion; and a far greater number would have fhared their fate, if a 
retreat had not been founded with all poffible difpatch, agreeably to the in- 
ftructions of General Dundas, who had fent an exprefs from his quarters at 
Kilcullen to prevent fuch an accident. In the public prints, this body of 
infurgents is afferted to have affembled for the purpote of battle, and to have 
actually fired on the troops; but the truth ought to be related without 
refpect of perfons or party. The affair is well known to have been other- 
wife, and the rebels were crowded in a place neither fit for defence nor 
efcape, a wide plain, without hedge, ditch, or bog, quite contrary to their 
con{tantly praétifed modes of warfare. 

This eagernefs of the foldiery for the flaughter of unrefifiting rebels, was 
often fatal to the loyalifis ; for frequently fome of the latter were prifoners 
with the former; and being bound among them by the troops, were not 
always diftinguifhed from them. A remarkable inftance, in the march of this 
army, was on the point of having taken place in the melancholy catalogue 
which night be authentically formed. A Proteftant clergyman of an amiable 
character, Mr. Williamfon, of Kildare, who had fallen into the hands of the 
infurgents, and been faved from flaughter by the humanity of a Roman Ca- 
tholic prieft, was, as having been fpared by the rebels, deemed a rebel by thie 
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foldiery, who were proceeding inftantly to hang him, when they were in a cri- 
tical moment prevented, by the interference of his brother-in-law, Colonel 
Sankey.* ; 

All meafures during fuch an infuriate conteft, whether in the field or in the 
cabinet, will ever partake of the violence, with which it is carried forward. 
The mifreprefentationt of this flaughter of the rebels, after they had furren- 

dered, 


* The foregoing impartial account is taken from the Rev. James Gordon’s Hiftory of the Rebel- 
lion, p. 101: and melancholy is it to obferve how widely it differs from the official account pub- 
lifhed by government of that affair. 

“* Dusuin Castie, May 29, 1798, half pat Nine, P. M. 


« Extract of a Letter from Major General Sir James Durre, to Lieutenant General Lake, dated 
S «© Monafterevan. 


«© T MARCHED from Limerick on Sunday morning with fixty dragoons, Dublin militia, 
three field pieces, and two curricle guns, to open the communication with Dublin, which I judged 
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of the utmoft importance to government. By means of cars for the infantry, I reached this 
place in 48 hours. I am now, at feven o'clock, this morning (Tuefday) marching to furround 
the town of Kildare, the head quarters of the rebels, with feven pieces of artillery, 150 dragoons, 
and $50 infantry, determined to make a dreadful example of the rebels. I have left the whole 
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country behind me perfectly quiet, and well protected by means of the troops and yeomanry corps. 
«« T hope to be able to forward this to you by the mail coach, which I will efcort to Naas. Iam 
fufficiently ftrong. You may depend on my prudence and fuccefs. My guns are well manned, 
and the troops in high fpirits. The cruelties the rebels have committed on fome of the officers 
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and men, have exafperated them to a great degree. Of my future operations, I will endeavour 
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to inform you.” 
e¢ PS. Two o'Clock, P. M. Kildare. 

«* WE found the rebels retiring from the town on our arrival, armed ; we followed them with 
*‘ the dragoons. I fent on fome of the yeomen to tell them, on laying down their arms, they 
fhould not be hurt. Unfortunately, fome of them fired on the troops ; from that moment they 
were attacked on all fides—nothing could ftop the rage of the troops. I believe from two to three 
hundred of the rebels were killed. We have three men killed, and feveral wounded. Iam too 
much fatigued to enlarge.” 
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{ It is far from the author’s intentions, and till further from his wiflies, to enter into a fcrutiny 
of the truth of all the facts related by cotemporary annalifts. He feels it his duty to notice the falfity 
of fome, and to fubmit in return to his reader the beft evidence that he has been able to procure for 
other facts, which are material to develope the trath, and to render hiftorical juftice to the Irifl, na- 
tion. With this view he fubmits to the reader a letter written by an eye witnefs of the affair at 
Naas on the 24th, by a clergyman of refpectability and credit, to his bifhop, from whofe hand wri- 
ting the following copy is taken. : 

4u2 ‘ ‘© NaAAS, 
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dered, and had been received into proteétion by General Dundas, was deepiy 
lamented by many confiderate and loyal fubjeéts, as a great difcouragement 


to 


* Naas, June 25, 1801. 
SeNiy tory, 

“« T HAVE remarked, in the account which Sir Richard Mufgrave has given in his book 
on the late rebellion, that he has in the article regarding Naas, made very great mis-ftatements. 
He fays, there was a Captain Davis wounded, &c. not one word regarding that faé is true. 
There was no Captain Davis in the garrifon at that time. Captain Davis came ina fhort time 
after, and is yet alive. All the officers then in the garrifon of Naas know this to be the fa@. Sir 
Richard alfo ftates, that two hundred rebels were killed in the attack on Naas. The officers 
alluded to can give teftimony, as they were witneffes that more than nine or ten rebels did not fall 
on the occafion ; but in the courfe of three or four hours after, fifty-feven of a crowd in the 
{treet were killed. Many of thefe were fhot when efcaping from their huts, which were fet on 
fire : others were taken out of their houfes, from off their gardens, and brought to the fhip, as the 
expreflion was, and hanged in the ftreet. I know two men, Coftelloe and Card, fon and fon-in- 
law of William Coftelloe, who lives near Cruddoxtown, on the Ballimore road, who were called 
out of their field when they were at work, by a horfeman, who getting ill on the road, was not 
able to go forward with his party to Ballimore. They relying on their innocence, and thinking 
they were only going to gaol, walked on quietly with this fingle dragoon. When they were 
brought to the inn at Naas, they were inftantly conducted acrofs the ftreet to the fhip, and hanged. 
The fame day a young man of the name of Walfh, was brought into Naas, who was faid by a 
female to be the perfon, who fhot Captain Swaine, in the action at Profperous. It is now well 
known that he was not within fixteen miles of Profperous, when the a€tion took place there : ne- 
verthelefs, he was taken without any form of trial to the fhip, and there hanged, dragged naked 
through the ftrect to the lower end of the town, and there fet fire to; and when half burned, his 
body opened, his hcart taken out and put on the point of a wattle, which was inftantly placed on 
the top of a houfe, where it remained until taken down by one of the military, who marched into 
town about nine weeks after. When the body had been almoft confumed, a large piece of it 
was brought into the next houfe, where the miftrefs of it, Mrs. Nowland, was obliged to furnifh 
a knife, fork, and plate, and an old woman of the name of Daniel was obliged to bring them falt. 
Thefe two women heard them fay, ‘ that Paddy ate fweet,’ and confirmed with a ‘ d—n their 
eyes.’ Thefe women are living, and worthy of credit, being judged honeft and refpeétable in 
their line and fituation of life. Another fact mis-ftated, or rather falfely aflerted by Sir Richard : 
he fays, there was one Cullen charged with firing three fhots at a’yeoman ; and that a perfon called 
Kennedy, who was to profecute faid Cullen, was feen fpeaking to a prieft by Mr. Kemmis the 
crown folicitor, through the bar of the gaol; andthatin confequence of this converfation, faid Ken- 
nedy denied what he had faid-before regarding Cullen. A more hardy falfehood than this could 
not be afferted. Mr. Kemmis, whofe character entitles him to eredit, will, I dare fay, if afked, 
declare, that not one word of the affertion, fo far as it regards him, Kennedy, or the prieft, is 
true. Neither is it poffible it could be true, as no one of the name of Kennedy. was in gaol to 
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to fuch furrenderin future. Even the well intended propagation of notorious 
falfehood, under the fanétion’ of authority, muft neceffarily ulcerate thofe, 
whom that fame authority prevents from publifhing the reality in juftification. 
The Irifh prefs had been for fome time under that imperious control, that no 
printer dared to publifh any thing not perfeétly agreeable to the higher powers. 
In faét, the licentioufnefs of the prefs had effectually deftroyed its liberty ; as 
every excefs produces its oppofite extreme. 

The rebellion, notwithftanding the many and fevere defeats of the infur- 
gents, {fpread itfelf in all direétions, and particularly to the fouth. Almoft 
the whole of the county of Kildare was in open rebellion. Hitherto, notwith- 
ftanding the malevolent attempts of too many perfons in high fituations to 
identify the terms rebel and papift, it had not yet become abfolutely a war 
of religious difference. Almoft all the chiefs and leaders of the rebels were 
Proteftants, though the greater part of the individuals concerned in it were 
Catholics, that being the religion of the lower orders of the people. The great 
and prevailing diftinétion, which was aéted upon, was that of Orange men 
and United Infhmen : the external emblems of which were orange and green 
cockades.* Throughout the rebellion, and ever fince, it has been unwife po- 
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‘ profecute Cullen. The only profecutor’ was Serjeant James Talland; who faid, that Cullen 
‘« charged and fired three fhots at him. But when aiked by counfel, why he did not fire at Cullen 
«¢ whilft he (Cullen) was charging and firing three fhots at him, he anfwered, that Cullen was in 
‘© a fand pit. The court, not fatisfied with this anfwer, further afked the profecutor, whether the 
“© fame view which enabled him to fee Cullen charge and difcharge feveral thots, did not allow him 
** alfo an opportunity to fire at leaft one thot at Cullen. It is perhaps to the unfatisfa¢tory manner 
‘“* in which the profecutor anfwered this queftion, that Cullen partly owes his life. This, when it 
“© could not be proved that Cullen was a yeoman, excited additional zeal in his counfel, who peti- 
‘* tioned the court to fave a point of law. The court huinanely extended the royal clemency, un- 
*« der the amnefty act, with reference to the twelve judges. Cullen was brought forward at the 
“© following aflize and acquitted. Thus the crown folicitor, Mr. Kemmis, Cullen’s advocate, 
*€ counfellors Charles Ball and R. Efpinaffe, Baron Smith, his judge, the grand and petty juries 
*€ of fucceffive affizes at Naas, and others, bear teftimony that Cullen's life was faved in this man- 
** ner, and not by the pretended folicitation or interference of any prieft. 

** Naas, June 25, 180}. Signed Dunne, R.P, 

« Rey. Doctor Troy, Dublin.” 

* Thus at Ennifcorthy on the 2sth of May, fo fludtuating for fome time was the fuccefs of the 
day, that to avoid the fury of each prevailing party in turn, perfons alternately hoifted the orange 
and the green ribbon, (Gordon 94) Credit cannot be given to the numberlefs affertions of Sir 
Richard 


710 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


licy to refort to falfchood, in exaggerating the numbers of the rebels, in finking 
thofe of the loyalifts, in blackening the atrocities of the former, in foft- 
ening thofe of the latter; If however any ftate reafon could have been fup- 
pofed to exift by the moft alarmed, agitated and impaffioned loyalift, for thus 
reforting to fiction, falfity, or mifreprefentation, that time is gone by, and it is 
neceflary, that the light of truth, like the meridian fun, fhould fhine equally 
upon Ireland, as upon the reft of the globe. 

It has been obferved, that whilft rebellion raged about the metropolis and 
to the Southward, the North, which had heretofore been confidered the hot- 
bed of difaffe€tion and treafon, was perfeétly quiet: there both Diffenters and 
Catholics were prominent in conveying to government the ftrongefi fentiments 
of loyalty and zeal for preferving the conftitution againft external and in- 
ternal foes.* The ill fuccefs of the rebels in moft rencounters had partly 
opened the communication with the capital, which in the firft days of the 
rebellion had been kept in a fpecies of blockade. But infurreétion burft out 
in a partt where it was leaft expected, and was growing into fo formidable a 
force, as to occafion the moft ferious alarms for the fafety of government. 
The County of Wexford had been but very recently and but partially orga- 
nized, and many of it’s Roman Catholic inhabitants had addretfed the lord 
lieutenant through the medium of the Earl of Mountnorris, protefting their 
loyalty, and pledging themfelves to arm, if permitted, in defence of govern- 


* Richard Mufgrave, that the rebels {pared Catholics houfes, property, and perfons, and confined 
their outrages to Proteftants. On the contrary they were furious againft fome Catholic clergymen, 
who ftrongly oppofed their principles and reprobated their conduct: they termed them Orange 
priefis. It is not true, as Sir R. Mufgrave ftates, (p. 315,) that <* all the Proteftant houfes from 
‘* Baltinglafs to Hacketftown, Rathdrum and Bleflington were burned; but that the property of a 
“€ Roman Catholic did not receive the fmalleft injury in that cxtenfive traét.”” The property of Pro- 
teftants and Catholics was plundered indifcriminatcly by the rebels. They took away all the fheep 
of theRev. Mr. Devoy, Popifh prieft of Ballymore Euftace, and bullocks and fheep toa large amount 
from the Rev. Richard Doyle of Welfield, which he claimed and réceived compenfation for from 
the commiflioners of fuffering loyalifis. The rebels burnt all Hacketftown (except that ftation 
defended by the military) anda great part of it was inhabited by the Catholics. Mr. Cullen, a 
refpectable old gentlemen of that town and a Roman Catholic, recovered compenfation for his 
houfe and property deftroyed on that occafion by the rebels. The rebels plundered and feized all 
property indifcriminately for fupport of their camp at Blackamore Hill. Many other Catholics in 
different parts of the kingdom fuffered, and received compenfation from the commifioners. 

* Amongft many fuch addreffes a fample is given of both in the Appendix, No. CXI. 

+ Gordon, p. 86, 
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ment, whenever there fhould be occafion. Not above fix hundred men, at 
moft, of the regular army or militia were ftationed in the county, the defence 
of which was almoft abandoned to the troops of yeomen and their fupplemen- 
taries, while the mmagifirates in the feveral diftricts were employed in ordering 
the feizure, imprifonment, and whipping of numbers of fufpected perfons : 
thefe yeomen, being proteftants, and moftly Orangemen, aéted with a fpirit ill 
fitted to allay religious hatred, or to prevent a pronenefs to rebel. ‘To excite 
fo violent an irritation by floggings, imprifonments, and a variety of infults, 
without fufficient means to enforce obedience, appears to have been an unfor- 
tunate miftake, as was alfo, that of the inftitution of yeomen cavalry inftead 
of infantry. 

Whether any infurreétion would in the then exifting ftate of the kingdom 
have taken place in the county of Wexford, or, in cafe of its eruption, how 
much lefs formidable and fanguinary it would have been, if no aéts of feverity 
had been committéd by the foldiery, the yeomen, or their fupplementary 
affociates, though without the direét authority of their fuperiors, or command 
of the magiftrates, is a queftion which no man can pofitively anfwer. In the 
neighbourhood of Gorey,* the terror of the whippings was in particular fo 

great, 


* The reverend author here, with manly and honorable candor, gives an inftance of the violent 
effe& which this fyftem of terrorifm produced under his own eye. ‘The phyfical efteéts of extreme 
fear and horror are often different, always violent. (Gordon, p. 88.) “ As an inftance of this 
‘* terror I fhall relate the following faét. On the morning of the 23d of May, a labouring man, 
“© named Deonis M‘Daniel, came to my houfe, with looks of the utmoft confternation and 
‘* difmay, and confeffed to me that he had taken the United Irifhmen’s oath, and had paid 
‘* for a pike with which he had not yet been furnifhed, nineteen-pence halfpenny, to one 
‘© Kilty, a fmith, who had adminiftered the oath to him and many others. While I fent my eldeft 
«© fon, who was a lieutenant of yeomanry, to arreft Kilty, I exhorted M‘Daniel to furrender himfelf 
“* to a magiftrate, and make his confeffion, but this he pofitively retufed, faying, that he fhould in 
“ that cafe be lathed to make him produce a pike which he had not, and to confefs what he knew 
*€ not. J then advifced him, as the only alternative, to remain quietly at home, promifing, that, if 
“« he fhould be arrefted on the information of others, I would reprefent his cafe to the magiftrates. 
“* He took my advice, but the fear of arreft and lafhing had fo taken potleffion of his thoughts, that 
** he could neither eat nor fleep, ‘and on the morning of the 25th he fell on his face and expired in 
«* a little grove near my houle.” ‘The fame author (2d edition, p. 105) adds in a note, ‘‘ That 
“« fome magistrates of the county of Wexford, affirm, that not more than one man was flogged 
“© in all the county before the infurreGtion, I wifh thete gentlemen would publith their affirmation 
‘* oy negation in print, They muft admit that feveral were flogged in the town of Gorey alone. Of 
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great, that the people would have been extremely glad to renounce for ever 
all notions of oppofition to government, if they could have been affured of 
permiffion to remain in a flate of quietnefs. 

The infurreétion in the counties of Wicklow and Wexford affumed an ap- 
pearance unufually ferocious. In the county of Wexford there had long 
fubfifted a rivalry bordering on rancour, between the Proteftants and Catho- 
lics. The public peace in that country had notwithfianding often been inter- 
rupted by thofe mobbith mfings which will fometimes take place even where 
the conduét of their fuperiors is perfeétly free from harfhnefs. The county of 
Wicklow was one of the moft thriving diftriéts in the kingdom. There were 
perfons of the different religions, in all the middle and inferior ranks, and they 
lived together in habits of great cordiality and good neighbourhood. The 
landed intereft of the county of Wexford had always been prominent in their 
antipathy to the Catholics, and their reprefentatives in parliament had uni- 
formly oppofed every mitigation of the popery laws. In thefe circumftances 
may be traced fomething of a predifpofing caufe to the infurreétion of the 
county of Wexford; but there exifted no fuch circumfiance with refpeé to the 
county of Wicklow. Other fpecial circumftances affected the county of 
Wexford, which tended to bring forward the infurgency in that county. 
* After the proclamation of the 30th of March, the Orange fyftem made no 
public appearance in the county of Wexford, until the beginning of Apmil, 
on the arrival there of the North Cork militia, commanded by Lord Kings- 
borough. In this regiment, there were a great number of Orangemen, who 
were zealous in making profelytes, and difplaying their devices; having me- 
dals and orange ribbons triumphantly pendant from their bofoms. It is 
believed, that previous to this period, there were but few actual Orangemen 
in the county; but foon after, thofe whofe principles inclined that way, find- 
ing themfelves fupported by the military, joined the affociation, and publicly: 
avowed themfelves, by affuming the devices of the fraternity. 


«© thefe I knew three: Anthony Bolger, Michael Davies, and one Howlet ; and they muft admit, 
“© that at leaft one flagellation, if not more, was exa@ed in the town of Little Limerick, near 
“ Gorey. I have not at prefent fufficient ground to fufpec&t that any of thefe were flogged without 
“¢ proper caufe; but half hangings enough were committed by others without any confultation of 
“ magiftrates. The floggings, however, in the county of Wexford, were almoft nothing com- 
“© paratively with other counties ; and the terror of people of this county arofe chiefly from floggings 
infli@ted elfewhere; and the incipiency of floggings among themfelves, houfe burnings, &c.” 

* Hy’s Hiftory of the Infurredtion of the County of Wexford, p. $7. 
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*Tt is faid, that the North Cork regiment were alfo the inventors—but they 
certainly were the introducers of the pitch-cap torture into the county of 
Wexford. Any perfon having their hair cut fhort, (and therefore called a 
croppy, by which appellation the foldiery defignated an United Irifhman, on 
being pointed out by fome loyal neighbour, was inmediately feized and brought 
into a guard-houfe, were caps either of coarfe linen or ftrong brown paper, be- 
fmeared infide with pitch, were always kept veady for fervice. The unfor- 
tunate victim had one of thefe well heated, compreffed on his head, and when 
judged of a proper degree of coolnefs, fo that it could not be eafily pulled off, 
the fufferer was turned out amidft the horrid acclamations of the imercilefs 
torturers: and to-the view of vaft numbers of people, who generally crowded 
about the guard-houfe door, attraéted by the afiliéted cries of the tormented. 
Many of thofe perfecuted in this manner, experienced additional anguifh from 
the melted pitch trickling into their eyes. This afforded a rare addition of 
enjoyment to thefe keen fportfmen, who reiterated their horrid yells of exul- 
tation, on the repetition of the feveral accidents to which their game was liable 
upon being turned out; for in the confufion and hurry of efcaping from the 
ferocious hands of thefe more than favage tormentors, the blinded viétims 
frequently fell or inadvertently dafhed their heads againft the walls in their 
way. The pain of difengaging the pitched cap from the head muft have been 
next to intolerable. The hair was often torn out by the roots, and not unfre- 
quently parts of the fkin were fo fealded or bliftered as to adhere and come 
off along with it. The terror and difmay that thefe outrages occafioned are 
inconceivable. A ferjeant of the North Cork, nicknamed Tom the Decil, 
was moft ingenious in devifing new modes of torture. Moiftened gunpowder 
was frequently rubbed into the hair cut clofe and then fet on fire; fome, 
while fhearing for this purpofe, had the tips of their ears fnipt off; fometimes 
an entire ear, and often both ears were completely cut off; and many loft part 
of their nofes during the like preparation. But, firange to tell, thefe atro- 
cities were publicly praétifed without the leaft referve in open day, and no 
magiftrate or officer ever interfered, but fhamefully counived at this extra- 
ordinary mode of quieting the people! Some of the miferable fufferers on 
thefe fhocking occafions, or fome of their relations or friends aétuated by a 
principle of retaliation, if not of revenge, cut fhort the hair of feveral perfons 
whom they either confidered as enemies or fufpeéted of having pointed them 


* Hay, (p. 57,) who was on the {pot and vouches for the truth of this narration. 
Y ode IT. Ax out 


714 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


out as objects for fuch defperate treatment. This was done with a view, that 
thofe aétive citizens fhould fall in for a little experience of the like difcipline, 
or to make the fafhion of fhort hair fe general that it might no longer be a 
mark of party diftinétion. Females were alfo expofed to the groffeft infults 
from thefe military ruffians. Many women had their petticoats, handker- 
chiefs, caps, ribbons, and all parts of their drefs that exhibited a fhade of green 
(confidered the national colour of Ireland) torn off, and their ears affailed by 
the moft vile and indecent ribaldry. This was a circumftance fo unforefeen, 
and of courte fo little provided againft, that many women of enthufiaftic loy- 
alty fuffered outrage in this manner. Some of thefe ladies would not on any 
account have worn any thing, which they could even imagine partook in any 
degree of croppyifm. They were, however, unwarily involved until un- 
deceived by the gentle hints from thefe kind guardians of allegiance. 

Great as the apprehenfions from Orangemen had been before among the 
people, they were now multiplied ten-fold, and aggravated tcrror led them in 
numbers to be fworn United Irifhmen, in order to counteraét the fuppofed plan 
of their rumoured exterminators. The fears of the people became fo great at 
length, that they forfook their houfes in the night and flept, (if under fuch cir- 
cumftances they could fleep) in the ditches. Thefe faéts were notorious at the 
time, and had the magiftrates, and gentlemen of the country been aétuated 
by the feelings that humanity naturally excites on fuch occafions, they might, 
with very little trouble have convinced the deluded populace of the fallacy of 
fuch reports, and they fhould have promifed them public protection. In ge- 
ueral, however, the fact was otherwife. The melancholy fituation of the 
people was regarded with the utmoft indifference; few individuals felt any 
concern or gave themfelves any trouble about what they thought: and no 
efforts whatever were made to allay their apprehenfions, or at all to undeceive 
them. Their minds were left to the operations of their fears, to diffipate 
which if any pains had been taken, it is certain that, thefe horrid conceptions 
entcrtained of Orangemen could never have taken fuch ftrong hold of their 
fcared imaginations, and that violence would have been repreffed in its origin. 

The following circumfiance occafioned the infurgency in the county of 
Wicklow, to become fo very inuch an affair of religion. Some perfons in 
Dublin, who had been very aétive in promoting the repeal of the popery laws, 
afterwards unfortunately entered into the projeéts of the revolution; thefe 
men made ufe of the influence they had thus acquired upon many of their 
brethren to prevent the Catholics from goingintotheyeomanry, they circulated 

among 
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among that people an opinion which readily gained ground, that their co- 
operation was very effential to government, and, that by fholding back on 
that occafion they would procurc all the advantages, which had been promifced 
and were expected under Lord Fitzwilliam; their fuggeftions were attended 
to more in the county of Wicklow than elfewhere. ‘The confequent back- 
wardnefs of the Catholics to join the armed corps threw a fufpicion on that 
people, but created a neceffity of filling up the numbers necetfiary for the de- 
fence of the country with the loweft caft of proteftants, who afterwards, 
when the heat of party ran high, made a very bad ufe of their arms and of 
their power. 

By thefe means the divifion of the county of Wicklow into thefe parties firft 
took place, and that divifion prepared the way for the revolutionary miffion- 
aries, who came afterwards to tamper with the people and ditpofe them for in- 
furrection. The introduétion of the united bufinefs crowned the whole, many 
were drawn into it from reports artfully circulated, that the Britifh empire was 
on the eve of diffolution, that the armed Proteftants intended to maffacre and 
expel them from Wicklow, as they had from Armagh. This alarm was fo 
prevalent, that on many occafions all the inhabitants for an extent of thirty 
miles deferted their houfes, and flept in the open fields; this fact was proved on 
a trial before Lord Yelverton, at the fummer aflizes of Wicklow, 1798. Many 
joined the affociation, becaufe they had no other alternative; the armed corps 
generally confidered every Catholic a rebel; they received no credit much lefs 
merit for any act of loyalty. After the corps were put on permanent duty, and 
the officers and magiftratcs began to torture and burn houfes, multitudes of 
thefe people became fugitives from fear or actual want of dwellings: many 
from being exafperated at the fufferings of their acquaintance, friends and 
kindred; common fufferings brought thefe perfons together ard formed the 
rebellion of Wicklow and Wexford: many atrocious acts were committcd in 
that rebellion, but they were acts of retaliation. The armed corps in the firft 
days of the rebcllion, and even in the two or three weeks preceding it, had 
fhot many perfons who were merely paffing quietly through the county; the 
relatives of thefe murdered vi¢tims became furious tor revenge, and murdered 
madly thofe of the oppofite party, who fell into their poffeffion. 

Whatever effects different management might have produced in the county 
of Wexford, the cbullition of the rebellion in that county feems to have been 
more a fudden guft of revenge, than a preconcerted defign. The infurgents 
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were more numerous and ferocious than elfewhere; and in many inftances they 
were headed by perfons, who never had been members of the affociation of - 
United Trifhmen; but whom the fudden preffure of circumftances had feduced 
or driven into that unfortunate rebellion. The general infurreétion in that 
county did not take place till Whitfunday, which fell on the 27th of May. 
But the zeal, fays Sir Richard Mufgrave, of Father John Murphy of Boola- 
vogue chappel, in the parifh of Kilcormick, was fo intemperate, that he began 
his military career at fix o’clock on Saturday evening the 26th of May.* It 
is a fact neceffary to be known, that before the breaking out of the rebellion in 
Wicklow and Wexford not one Roman Catholic clergyman ever entered into 
the united affociation, except one Roach, who was under eccleftaftic cenfures, 
and interdicted from the exercife of his fpiritual functions. This Father 
Murphy was living quietly in his parifh, when fome yeomen entered it and 
burned his chapel. In a fudden fally of fury (for priefts have their paffions) 
he witha party of his parifhioners fell upon them, and the two officers command- 
ing the yeomen were killed. Imagining then that no retreat was left, the party 
encamped on the hill of Oularde, all the fugitives and exafperated perfons 
about the country: joined the camp, and this formed a commencement of the 
Wexford rebellion; in two days they were in fufficient force to defeat fome of 
the North Cork Militia, who attempted to difperfe them. Murphy unquef- 
tionably after he had thus engaged in the rebellion employed all the influence 
which he derived from his charaéter of a prieft to encourage and fupport his 
party, and omitted no art to animate and fortify them by religious bigotry 
and enthufiafm. He and the other priefts | who were driven into the rebellion 


either 


* The Bifhop of Kilala has in his narrative of what paffed at Killala in the Summer of 1798, (p. 
§2,) given the following reafon, why in every popular commotion in Ireland, fome Roman Catholic 
priefts will probably be found concerned in it. ‘ The almoft total dependance of the Romifh 
«* clergy of Ireland upon their people for the means of fubfiftence is the caufe, according to my beft 
** judgment, why upon every popular commotion many priefts of that communion have been, and 
‘« until meafures of better policy are adopted, always will be found in the ranks of fedition and op- 
‘« pofition to the eftablithed government. The peafant will love a revolution, becaufe he feels the 
“‘ weight of poverty, and has not often the fenfe to perceive that a change of mafters may render 
“ it heavier; the prieft mutt follow the impulfe of the popular wave, or be left behind on the beach, 
‘*.tospenifhy,”” 

+ Widely as this unfortunate rebellion raged, it would have been truly ftrange if not one of the 
Catholic prietts had been feduced to join in it. Their number was, however, comparatively fmall, 
and it will not be uninterefting to the public to learn, what manner of men thofe, who gave into it 

generally 
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either by the intemperance of the loyalifts or hurried away by the violence of 
their own people, celebrated mafs conftantly, and prayed and preached in the 
camps; 


generally were. The following account of moft of them, who joined the rebellion at Wexford is ex- 
tracted from a letter of Dr. Caulfield, the Roman Catholic Bifhop of Wexford, to Dr. Troy, the 
Roman Catholic archbifhop of Dublin,—Dated from Wexford, September 2, 1798. The author 
has this in the hand writing of that prelate. 

1. Thomas Dixon of Caftle-bridge, had been curate at the Lady's Iland for fome years; but 
for drinking, dancing, and diforderly condu@t, was fufpended about four years ago. After fome 
time of apparent amendment, he was fent to aflift Rev. David Cullen of Blackwater, where he re- 
Japfed into his former pranks, and was fufpected latterly of being ative in the accurfed bufinefs 
of uniling, for which I interdiéted and fufpended him above twelve months ago. He was after- 
wards apprehended, tried, and convicted here, and fent on board the tender lying at Duncannon 
Fort, where hetook a fever and died. 

2. Rev. Thomas Clinch, native of Camolin, had been appointed curate to Rev. Thomas Rogers in 
Bantry; but turning out a moft beaftly drunkard and unfit for duty, was fufpended about two years 
ago, and remained fo, He joined the rebels, and was killed in their retreat from Vinegar Hill. 

3. Rev. Mogue Kearin or Kearns ef the Duffry had been employed by Doctor Delany for fome 
time, but latterly diffmiffed. He was notorious for drinking and fighting; and: joined the rebels, 
among whom he made a gigantic figure, and was hanged at Edenderry. 

4. Rev. John Murphy, curate to Rev. Patt Cogly of Boolyvogue, ever giddy, but not noted for im- 
morality, was the firft to commence the rebellion and became a fignal general in it. He had been 
apparently but not really dutiful to his fuperior. He was whipped, hanged, beheaded, and his body 
burnt in the county Carlow, at Tullow. 

5. Rev. Philip Roche, alias General Roache, had been curate to Rev. Joli Synnott of Gorey , 
had been a proper man and would be ufeful, but indulging in excefs of drinking, and beginning to 
agitate, he became obnoxious and was removed. He was afterwards fent curate, after reprehen- 
fion, admonition, and inftruétion by his fuperior, to Rev. Thomas Rogers in Bantry, the other ex- 
tremity of the diocefe, laft winter: I heard nothing remarkable of him there, till he joined the 
rebels and foon became a leader. He was hanged here and his body thrown into the river the ¢2d 
of June. 

6. There is another reptile, Rev. Bryan Murphy, who was very active in the rebellion. He had 
been deprived and fufpended about three years ago. . Neverthelefs he had addrefs enough to procure 
a proteCiiom when the rebels were routed, and rernains undifturbed. 

7. There is a Rev. Mr. Byrne, a Carmelite, at Goff’s Bridge, who thewed himtelf a very zealous, 
aétive rebel. He alfo got a proteGtion. He was a drinking, giddy mau. | advifed him to quit the 
diocefe and threatened fufpenfion.. 

N.B. From Dr. Troy. This Byrne was killed in the lioufe of a Dr. Waddy, in the county of 
Wexford, when on a friendly vifit in the year 1800, by the fall of a port-cullis, whether by defign 
or accident is not known. The circumftance was mentioned in the public papers. 

8. Rev. John Keane, under cenfures the greater part of his life for druankennefs and other irregu- 
Jarities. He is a weak poor fool. He has not been queftioned, nor is he worth notice, 
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camps; when once embarked in the caufe they could not otherwife have given 
it the fanétion of plaufibility; and thefe circumftauces have been unwar- 
rantably put forward in order to juftify a charge, that the rebellion originated 
in a religious fpirit, and was connected with the anxiety and the efforts ufed 
to extend the political privileges of the Roman Catholics. 

From this commencement of open hoftilities in the county of Wexford, the 
commotion fpread rapidly on all fides; and the colleétion of rebel parties was 
greatly promoted by the reports diffeminated of numbers of people thot in the 
roads, at work in the fields, and even in their houfes, unarmed and unoftend- 
ing, by ftrageling parties of yeomen. Influenced by thefe reports, which cer- 
tainly were not without too much foundation, great numbers took refuge 
with their friends in arms, infomuch, that on the following morning of Whit- 
Sunday, the 27th of May, two large bodies were colle¢ied, one on the Hill of 
Oulart, nearly midway between Gorey and Wexford, about eleven miles to 
the South of the former; the other on Kilthomas Hill, an inferior ridge of 
Slyceve Bwee mountain, about nine miles weftward of Gorey. They formed 
a confufed multitude of both fexes ‘and of all ages. Reports have varied their 
numbers from feven or eight to two or three thoufand men in arms: againft 
thefe a body of about 200 yeomen, on the fame morning, marched from the 
neighbouring town of Carnew, in the county of Wicklow. The rebels were 
firucken with a panic, and fled, after a few difcharges of mufketry from the 
yeomen, at too great adiftance to make any confiderable execution. Abouta 
hundred and fifty of the rebels were killed in the purfuit: the yeomen burned 
two Roman Catholic chapels, and about a hundred cabins and farm houfes of 
Catholics in the courfe of feven miles march. 

The event of battle was very different, on the fame day, on the hill of 
Oulart, where Father Murphy commanded. A detachment of a hundred and 
ten men of the North Cork Militia, under the command of Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Foote, marched from Wexford, and attacked the rebels on the fouthern 
fide of the hill. The rebels fled at the firft onfet and were purfued by the mi- 
litia, without rank or order, Farther Murphy rallied again fome hundreds 
of the rebels who by his encouragement charged their purfners with fo much 
fury, that with their pikes they killed, almoft in an inftaut, the whole dctach- 


g. Rev. John Redmond, curate of Rev. Francis Kavanagh, a moft regular, attentive, zealous prieft 
without reproach ever until the accurfed rebellion; whether he joined them throug}: terror, as was 
the cafe with fome, or volunteer’d, I know not. He furprized me more than all the reft. He was 


hanged near Gorey on the 21ft or 22d of June laft. 
ment, 
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ment, except the lieutenant colonel, a ferjeant, and tliree privates. If we 
may believe the accounts of fome of the infurgents, no more than about three 
hundred of their number ventured on this furious attack, of whom only fix 
were armed with firelocks, the reft with pikes, and that only three of them 
were killed, and fix wounded, by the difordered foldiery. 

While the country exhibited a fcene of diltrefs and confternation, houfes 
in flames, and families flying on all fides for afylum, the loyalifts to the 
towns, others to the hills, the body of rebels, under Father Murphy, marched 
from Oulart, flufhed with viétory, and perpetually augmented on its way by 
new acceffions. They firft took poffeffion of Camolin, a fmall town fix miles 
weftward of Gorey, the loyal inhabitants of which had taken refuge in the 
latter; thence they advanced to Ferns two miles further, whence the loyalifts 
had fled, fix miles fouthward to Ennifcorthy, whither they were followed by 
the rebels; who on their arrival before that town amounted to the number of 
7000 men, 800 of whom were armed with guns, which they had feized at Ca- 
molin almoft immediately after they had been fent to that place by the Earl of 
Mountnorris. About one o’clock on the 28th of May, Ennifcorthy was at- 
tacked by this vaft multitude, and after a vigorous defence by the compara- 
tively fmall garrifon, was left in poffeffion of the infurgents. The garrifon 
retreated and fell back on Wexford: they loft above ninety of theirmen, and 
the town was on fire in feveral places: they were attended by a confufed number 
of unfortunate loyal inhabitants, but fortunately were not purfued by the rebels, 
who eafily might have cut them off in their retreat. Having arrived at Wex- 
ford, they again retreated from that town on the 30th of May. The cutting off 
acompany of the Meath militia coming to their relief on that morning ; the 
taking of the two howitzers they had with them, and the Donegal detach- 
ment being obliged to fall back into Wexford, after an unfuccefsful confliét 
with the rebels, threw that whole garrifon into confiernation: the men of the 
North Cork, under the command of Captain Snowe, became extremely in- 
fubordinate : they had becn without food, except a very trifle, fince their ar- 
rival from Ennifcorthy, and had been upon conftant duty; except the night 
they marched in, no provifions were to be bought. » Although Captain 
Snowe and fome other officers were againft retreating, the Scarawalflh Yeo- 
manry, with their officers, and the men of the North Cork, in fpight of all the 
officer's endeavours marched out of the town; fome fcaled the breaft work; 
Captain Snowe thought it his duty not to abandon fuch a number of men, 
he therefore took the charge of them, and fucceeded in keeping them toge- 
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ther on the retreat, and preventing every fpecies of depredation and violence, 
not a fingle inftance of which occurred,’ except the taking fome horfes from 
the adjacent fields to mount fome of the fainting and worn out-foldiers. 

The men were kept together till night fall, when upon an unexpeéted fire 
on them at Tailor’s ‘Town Bridge, they difperfed notwithftanding every 
thing were done to rally them, and Captain Snowe after experiencing much 
fuffering during the night, did not arrive at Duncannon fort till feven o’clock 
the next morning. 

*To difperte the infurgents, if poffible, without battle or conceffion, or per- 
haps to divert their attention and retard their progrefs, an expedient was af- 
fayed by Captain Boyd of the Wexford cavalry. This officer had, in confe- 
quence ef a requifition to that purpofe of the fheriff and other gentlemen, on 
‘the 25th and 27th, from infonnation or fufpicion of treafonable defigns, ar- 

‘vefted Beauchamp Bagenal Harvey of Bargycaftle, John Henry Colclough of 

Ballyteigh, and Edward Fitzgerald of Newpark, all three refpeétable gentle- 
men of the county of Wexford. Vifiting them in prifon on the 29th, Cap- 
tain Boyd agreed with thefe gentlemen, that one of them fhould go to the 
rebels at Ennifcorthy, and endeavour to perfuade them to difperfe and return 
to their homes; but would not give authority to promife any terms to the 
infurgents in cafe of fubmiffion. Colclough at the requeft of Mr. Harvey, 
agreed to go on condition of his being accompanied by Mr. Fitzgerald. On 
the arrival of thefe two gentlemen at Ennifcorthy, about four in the afternoon 
of the fame day, they found the rebels in a ftate of confufion, diftraéted in 
their councils, and undetermined in any plan of operation; fome propofing 
to attack Newtownbarry, others Rofs, others Wexford, others to remain in 
their prefent pofts: the greater number to march home for the defence of 
their houfes againft Orangemen.f 


* Gordon, 2d Edition, p. 117. Whenever I refer to the authority of the Reverend Mr. Gordon, 
1 doit under a full conviétion, that he has throughout his hiftory meant and intended, as an upright 
and honorable man to reprefent facts as they really exifted. I give him credit therefore for what he 
advances pofitively. The public is much indebted to a gentleman of his profeffion, who nobly 
dares to fupport the truth at the rifk of his own promotion in the church. ‘There is unfortunately 
too much‘ground to prefume, that the contrary condu& would have rendered his preferment more 
fure. 

+ The dread of Orangemen not of Proteftants appears to have affeéted thofe rebels throughout. 
Thus Sir Richard Mufgrave has perhaps unintentionally admitted (p. 335) ‘ that on Whitfunday 
*¢ they rofe in mafs, armed with pikes and guns, and vowed vengeance againft the Protefiants as 
«© Ovangemen. 

It 
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*It was but the refolution of a moment to march ina body to attéck Wex- 
ford. Mr. Fitzgerald they detained in the camp, and Mr. Colclougi they 
fent back to announce their hoftile intentions. 

My. Colclough arrived in Wexford early in the evening, and waited in the 
bull ring (a fmall fquare in the town fo denominated) until the officers and 
other gentlemen in the place had there afflembled, when he informed them, in 
a very audible voice from on horfe-back, that having gone out, according 
to their directions, to the infurgents on Vinegar hill, he found, as he had al- 
ready fuggefted before his departure, that he poffeffed no influenee with the 
people, who had ordered him to return and announee their determination of 
inarching to the attack of Wexford; adding that they had detained Mr. Fitz- 
gerald. Mr. Colelough then requefted to be informed, if it were intended to 
make further trial of his ferviees, or to require his longer attendance, as other- 
wife they mutt be fenfible how eager he muft be to relieve the anxiety of his 
family by his prefence. He was then entreated to endeavour to maintain 
tranquillity in his own neighbourhood, which having promifed to do as much 
as in his power, he ealled at the gaol to vifit Mr. Harvey, with whom he 
agreed, (according to the eompact with Captain Boyd) to return next day 
and take his place in the gaol, and then fet off through the barony of Forth, 
for his own dwelling at Ballyteigue, diftant about ten miles from Wexford. 

Early in the morning of the 29th, Colonel Maxwell, of the Donegal mi- 
litia, with two hundred men of his regiment and a fix pounder, arrived in 
Wexford from Duncannon fort, difpatched by General Faweet, who had 
been apprized of the infurrection on the 27th, by Captain Knox, an officer 
fent to efeort Serjeant Stanley, a judge of aflize, on his way to Munfter. 
This reinforcement being infuftficient, an exprefs was fent from the mayor of 
Wexford to the general, requefting an additional foree; he expeditioufly 
returned with an exhilarating anfwer, that the general himfelf would com- 
menee his mareh for Wexford on the fame evening from Dungannon, with 
the 13th regiment, four companies of the Meath militia, and a party of ar- 
tillery with two howitzers. On the receipt of this intelligence, Colonel Max- 
well, leaving the five paffes into the town guarded by the yeoman and North 
Cork militia, took poft with his men on the windmill hill above the town, at 


* Hays, page 103, — 
Vor 72 AY dav 


722 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


day break on the following morning, the 30th, with refolution to march 
again{t the enemy on the arrival of General Fawcett’s army. 

That general had marched according to his promife, on the evening of the 
29th; but halting at Taghmon, feven miles from Wexford, he had fent for- 
ward a detachment of 88 men, including 18 of the artillery, with the how- 
itzers, under the command of Captain Adams, of the Meath militia. This 
detachment was intercepted early in the morning of the 30th, by the rebels 
under the Three Rocks, which they had occupied as a military ftation, being 
about three miles from Wexford: the howitzers were taken, and almoft the 
whole party flain.* The difmay and confufion that took place in Wexford is 
more eafily imagined than defcribed. 

Colonel Maxwell, informed of the deftruétion of Captain Adams’s detach- 
ment by two officers who had efcaped the flaughter, advanced immediately 
with what forces he could collect towards the enemy with, defign to retake 
the howitzers, and cooperate with General Fawcet, of whofe retreat he had no 
fufpicion, but obferving his left flank expofed by the retreat of fome of the 
Taghmon cavalry and the enemy, making a motion to furround him, he re- 
tired to Wexford, with the lofs of Lieutenant Colonel Watfon killed, and two 
privates wounded. | 

Every thing now wore the afpeét of a gloomy defperate confternation. 
Some yeomen and fupplementaries pofted nearly oppofite the gaol, were heard 
continually to threaten to put all the prifoners to death, which fo roufed the 
attention of the gaoler to proteét his charge, that he barricaded the door, and 
delivered up the key to Mr. Harvey. This gentleman was, indeed, fo ap- 
prehenfive of violence, that he had concealed himfelf in the chimney, and it 
was not without great difficulty that fome magiftrates were admitted to fee Mr. 
Harvey in the gaol, and, at their moft urgent entreaties, he wrote the fol- 
lowing notice to the infurgents. 

‘‘ [have been treated in prifon with all poffible humanity, and am now at 
‘ liberty. Ihave procured the liberty of all the prifoners. If you pretend 


* The following official account was given of this affair. 
© Dusrin Caste, June 2d, 1798. 
«© ACCOUNTS have been received from Major General Euftace at New Rofs, 
** {tating that Major General Fawcett having marched with a company of the Meath regiment 
“ from Duncannon fort, this {mall force was furrounded by a very large body between Taghmon 
** and Wexford, and defeated: General Fawcett effected his retreat to Duncannon Fort.” 
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“ to chriftian charity, do not commit maffacre, or burn the property of the 
‘“‘ inhabitants, and {pare your prifoners lives. 
“ Wednefday, 30th of Alay, 1798. 3G. Hie py.” 

This note was undertaken to be forwarded by one Doyle, a yeoman of the 
Heathfield cavalry, who volunteered this hazardous fervice in coloured clothes; 
but when ready to fet off he was difcovered to be a Roman Catholic, and 
‘ therefore reflected upon, for fo the whifper went about, “ how could a Papift 
* be trufted?” The yeoman, finding his zeal meet with a reception fo con- 
trary to his expe¢tation, again put on his uniform, and retreated with his 
captain ; Counfellor Richards with his brother, then undertook to announce 
the furrender of the town to the infurgents, whofe camp they reached in 
fafety, though clad in full uniform. Scarcely had thefe deputies fet out 
upon their miffion, when all the military corps, a part of the Wexford in- 
fantry under Captain Hughes only excepted, made the beft of their way out 
of town in whatever direGtion they imagined they could find fafety, without 
aequainting their neighbours on duty of their intentions. The principal in- 
habitants, whofe fervices had been accepted of for the defence of the town 
were moftly Catholics, and, according to the prevalent fyftem, were fubjeét to 
the greateft infults and reflections. They were always placed in front of the. 
pofts, and cautioned to behave well, or that death fhould be confequence. 
Accordingly perfons were placed behind them to keep them to their duty, 
and thefe were fo watchful of their charge, that they would not even per- 
mit them to turn about their heads. Thus were the armed inhabitants left 
at their poft, abandoned by their officers, and atually ignorant of the flight 
of the foldiery, until all poffible means of retreating were cut off. Upon 
the approach of the infurgents, the confufion and difmay were exceffive, the 
few remaining officers and privates ran confufedly through the town, threw 
off their uniforms, and hid themfelves wherever their fears fuggefted. Some 
ran for boats to convey them off, and threw their arms and ammunition into 
the water. Some from an infufficiency of men’s clothes affumed female attire 
for the purpofe of difeuife. Extreme confufion, tumult, and panic were - 
every where exhibited. ‘The North Cork regiment on quitting the barracks 
had fet them on fire, but it was foon after put out. 

In the mean time Mr. Richards having arrived at the Three Rocks, made 
it known to the rebel chiefs, that they were deputed to inform the people, that 
the town would be furrendered to them, on condition of {paring lives and pro- 
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perties; thefe terms, they were informed, would not be complied with, un- 
lefs the arms and ammunition of the garrifon were alfo furrendered. Mr. 
Loftus Richards was therefore detained as a hoftage, and Counfellor Richards 
and Mr. Fitzgerald were fent back to the town, to fettle and arrange the ar- 
ticles of capitulation; thefe gentlemen on their arrival, to their aftonifh- 
ment found the place abandoned by the military. A rebel multitude was 
juft ready to pour in and take unconditional pofieffion of the town. It was 
therefore thought neceffary to treat with them, in order to prevent the con- 
fequences apprehended from fuch a tumultuary influx of people. Doctor 
Jacob, then mayor of the town and captain of the Wexford infantry, en- 
treated Mr. Fitzgerald to announce to the people rufhing in, that the town 
was actually furrendered ; and to ufe every argument, that his prudence might 
fuggeft, to make their entry as peaceable as poffible. Mr. Fitzgerald com- 
plied, and inftantly after this communication, thoufands of people poured 
into the town, over the wooden bridge, fhouting and exhibiting all the marks 
of extravagant and victorious exultation. They firft proceeded to the gaol, 
releafed all the prifoners, and infifted that Mr. Harvey fhould become their 
commander. All the houfes in town, not abandoned by the inhabitants, 
now became decorated with green boughs, and other emblematic fymbols 
of infurgency. The doors were univerfally thrown open, and the moft li- 
beral offers made of fpirits and drink, whieh however were not as freely ac- 
cepted, until the perfons offering them had firft drank themfelves, as a proof 
that the liquor was not poifoned, a report having prevailed to that effeét. 
This circumftance prevented more rapid intoxication, and perhaps many 
lamentable excefles. 

The infurgents being in poffeffion of the town, feveral of the yeomen, 
having thrown of their uniforms, affe¢ted with all the figns and emblems of 
the United Irifhmen, to convince them of their unfeigned cordiality and 
friendfhip ; thofe who did not throw open their doors with offers of retrefh- 
ment and accommodation to the infurgents, fuffered by plunder, their fub- 
{tance being confidered as enemy’s property. The houfe of Captain Boyd 
was a fingular exception. It was, though not deferted, pillaged, and un- 
derwent all the effe¢ts of popular hatred and revenge. 

Thefe troops who had fled from Wexford, fignalized themfelves in their 
retreat by plundering and devaftating the country ; by burning the cabins and 
footing the peafants in their progrefs; and thus they augmented the number 

and 
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and rage of the infurgents. Thefe exceffes were feen from the infurgents’ 
fiation at the Three rocks, and it was with cxtreme difficulty, that the en- 
raged multitude were hindered by their chiefs from rufhing down upon Wex- 
ford and taking fummary vengeance of the town and its inhabitants. 

The turn of this rebellion now rendered both fides ferocious, even to their 
affociates. When Gorey could be no longer defended by the fmall garrifon 
of thirty of the North Cork militia and fome undifciplined yeomen, though 
reinforced by a detachment of the Antrim militia on the 27th of May, or- 
ders were given to evacuate the town on the next morning at five o'clock and 
retire to Arklow. This retreat was a melancholy fcene of confufion, fear, 
and defperation: the reception the fugitives found at Arklow was ill fuited 
to relieve their calamitous fituation. Fainting with hunger, thirft, fatigue, 
and the want of fleep, they were denied admittance into the town, and forced 
to feek reft and refuge under the neighbouring hedges; fome of the bet- 
ter fort were by favor admitted, on condition of quitting the town in half an 
hour. Thofe that entered, were obliged to deliver their arms at the gate of the 
barrack to the guard, who promifed to reftore them ; inftead of which, they 
were afterwards formed into a pile in the yard of the barrack and burned. 
One man {crupling to furrender his arms, was fhot by the guard. No re- 
frethment could be procured by money for man or horfe; the hearts of the 
inhabitants were hardened. As the rebels had bent their courfe to the fouth, 
Gorey remained unmelcfted though deftitute of defence, and filled witha 
variety of goods brought thither for fafety; but the pilfering of the lower 
clafs of the towns-folk was prevented by the better fort of Catholics, 
who formed themfelves into guards to protect the houfes of their Proteftant 
neighbours. On the 30th and 31{t of May, the greater part of the fugitives 
returned from about Arklow to their homes, and the militia and yeomanry, 
who had abandoned Gorey, on the 28th refumed their ftation. 

The town of Ennifcorthy is fituated at the foot of a commanding emi- 
nence called Vinegar Hill: here the rebels formed, what they called a camp:* 
made entrenchments round it, and placed fome batterics on them. They 
then ftationed a large garrifon in the town, which was rclieved every day by 


* Tt is remarkable that the fmall town of Clonnegall, under the command of Lieutenant Holmes, 
(a juftice) of the North Cork, was kept under fuch laudable difcipline and firmnefs, that though 
in the neighbourhood of Carnew, it never fell into the hands of the rebels. 
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an officer's guard from the camp, Such great numbers of the lower clafs 
of the people from the adjacent country flocked to their camp, that it foon 
confifted of at leaft ten thoufand men, women and children. They pofted 
{trong picquet guards, centinels, and videts in all the avenues leading to 
the town, and for fome miles round it. They then proceeded to deftroy, 
with wanton and bigotted ferocity, the interior of the church of Ennif- 
corthy.* 

A body of more than 1000 rebels in advancing towards Gorey on the 1f 
of June, had taken poffeflion of a finall village called Ballycannoo, four miles 
to the fouth of Gorey, and were proceeding to take pofiefiion of an advan- 
tageous poft called Ballymanaamn Hill, midway between the village and the 
town, when they were met by the whole of the fmall garrifon of Gorey, 
and by a fteady and well direéted fire, the rebels were foon completely rout- 
ed. The garrifon confifted only of twenty of the Antrim and twenty of the 
North Cork militia, with fifty yeoman infantry, and three troops of yeoman 
cavalry.f Had the cavalry purfued, they might have greatly annoyed the 
rebels. This victorious band on their return to Gorey fired moft of the houfes 
at Ballicannoo, and entered the town in triumph with 100 horfes and other 
fpoil, which they had taken. In this, as in every other engagement at the 
beginning of the rebellion, the infurgents elevated their guns too much for 
execution; which accounts for the paucity of the flain on the part of the 
king's troops: on this occafion three only were wounded and none killed. 
The rebels are faid to have loft above threefcore. 

This fuccefs, coupled with that at Newtonbarry, gave amomentary check to 
the ardor of the rebels. A party from Vinegar Hill f{urrounded this latter town 


* This is the firft outrage committed by the rebels on a Proteftant church. They were afterwards 
repeated in fome, though not very many inftances. In order to avoid the odious detail of the wan- 
ton deftru€tion of places of divine worfhip, a lift may be feen of the Catholic chapels deftroyed in 
time of and after the rebellion in Appendix, No. CXII. 7 

+ The Reverend Mr. Gordon recounts (p. 136.) an occurrence after the battle, of which his 
fon was a witnefs, which greatly illuftrates the ftate of the country at that time: two yeomen 
“* coming to a brake or clump of buthes, and obferving a {mall motion, as if fome perfons were 
« hiding there, one of them fired into it, and the fhot was anfwered by a moft piteous and loud 
“ {creech of a child. The other yeoman was then urged by his companion to fire; but he being 
<* a gentleman, and lefs ferocious, inftead of firing, commanded the concealed perfons to appear, 
‘* when a poor woman and eight children, almoft naked, one of whom was feverely wounded, 
“* came trembling from the brake, where they had fecreted themfelves for fafety.” 

In 
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in fucha manner, that Colonel L’Eftrange, more haftily it appears, than necef- 
farily, gave orders to abandon it, contrary to the earneft remonftrances of 
the officers of the ycomen and volunteers. After a retreat of about a mile, 
he yielded to the folicitations of Lieutenant Colonel Weftenra, and fuffered 
the troops to be led back to the fuccour of a few determined loyalifts, who 
had remained in the town, and continued a fire on the enemy from fome 
houfes. ‘This accidental manceuvre had all the advantages of a preconcerted 
firatagem. The rebels, who had rufhed into the ftreet in a confufed multi- 
tude, intent on plunder and devaftation, and totally unapprehenfive of the 
return of the troops, were unprepared and driven out of the town with the 
lofs of about two hundred men.* 

One of the grcat mifchiefs attendant upon the neceffary difperfion of our 
troops into {mall detachments, was the multiplication of commands: which 
fometimes neceffarily fell upon perfons little qualified for that arduous charge, 
under the critical and delicate fituation of the army. Whatever excetfes 
and faults were unfortunately committed by them, caft difgrace and obloquy 
upon the fervice in general. On advice received at Newtonbarry of the 
attack intended by the rebels, an exprefs had been fent to Clonnegall, two 
miles and a half diftant, ordering the troops pofted there to march immedi- 
ately to Newtonbarry. The commander of thefe troops, Lieutenant Young 
of the Doncgal militia, inftead of marching immediately, {pent two hours in 
hanging four prifoners, in fpite of the urgent remonftrances of the gen- 
tlemen of the town, and an officer of the North Cork, who confidcred thefe 
men as not deferving death: fome of them having actually declined to 
join the rebels, when it was fully in their power. By this delay, and an un- 
accountably circuitous march, three miles longer than the direct road, the 
troops arrived notat Newtonbarry till after the aétion was entirely over. Mr. 
Young, on his arrival in Clonnegall, had commanded the inhabitants to fur- 
nifh every individual of his foldiers with a feather-bed, and had, without 
the leaft neceffity, turned Mr. Derenzy, a brave and loyal gentlemen and his 
children, out of their beds. When remonftrances were made to this officer 
for the inceflant depredations of his men, his anfwer was, “ I am the com- 
** manding officer, and damn the croppies.” 


* The light in which this condué& of the commanding officer at Newtonbarry was {ct forth in 
the official bulletin, was, that he at firft retreated in order t6 collect his force. 


t+ Gord, 2 edit. p. 151. 
. The 
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The rebels having been foiled in their late efforts, and diflicartened at their 
recent defeats, liad taken poft on Corrigrua hill in great force, whicre they 
refted on their arms till the 4th of June. Meantime, the long and anxioufly 
expcéted army under General Loftus, arrived at Gorey. The fight of fiftcen 
hundred fine troops, with five pieces of artillery, filled every loyal breaft with 
confidence, that the immediate and total difperfion of the rebels was at hand. 
The plan was, to march the army in two divifions, by different roads at Cor- 
rigrua, and attack the enemy in conjunction with other troops. The rebels 
were in the mean time preparing to quit Corrigrua, and to march to Gorey. 
Information had been received by the rebel chiefs, of the intended mo- 
tions of the army, and they aéted upon it. But when intelligence of the 
plan of the rebels march was brought to the army, by a refpeétable farmer, 
named Thomas Dowling, the officers defpifed his information, and even 
threatened him with imprifonment. Both armies marched about the fame 
time: that of the rebels furprifed a divifion under Colonel Walpolc*, at a place 
called Tubberneering. The rebels inftantly poured a tremendous fire from the 
fields on both fides of the road, and he received a bullet through the head from 
the firft fire. His troops fled in the utmott diforder, leaving their cannon, con- 
fifting of two fix pounders, and a fmaller piece, in the hands of the enemy. 
They were purfued as far as Gorey, in their flight through which, they were 
galled by the fire of fome of the rebels who had taken ftation in the houtes. 
The unfortunate loyalifts of Gorey, once more fled to Arklow with the routed 
army, leaving all their effects behind. 

While Walpole’s divifion was attacked by the enemy, General Loftus, being 
within hearing of the mufquetry, detached feventy men, the grenadier com- 
pany of the Antrim militia, acrofs the fields to its afliftance; but they were 
intercepted by the rebels, and alimoft all killed or taken. ‘The general, {till 
ignorant of the fate of Colonel Walpole’s divifion, and unable to bring his 
artillery acrofs the fields, continued his march along the highway, by a long 


* This gentleman was a relative and favorite of Lord Camden’s. He was no foldier; but being 
ambitious of fignalizing himfelf in the rebellion, had, through importunity at the caftle, where 
favor had too frequently outweighed merit, procured the command of five hundred men. He had 
only one quality of a foldier—courage; which, without difcretion in a commander, becomes rafh- 
nefs. He refufed to employ fcouts or flanking parties; and was net aware of the enemy till they 
were within gnn fhot. He was confpicuoufly mounted ona white charger, in full uniform and 
plumage. 
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cireuit, to the field of battle, where he was firft acquainted with the melan- 
choly event. For fome way he followed the rebels toward Gorey, but fiuding 
them pofted on Gorey-hill, from which they fired upon him the cannon taken 
from Colonel Walpole, he retreated to Carnew ; and full contrary to the opi- 
nion of moft of his officers, thinking Carnew an unfafe poft, though at the 
head of twelve hundred effective men, he abandoned that part of the country 
to the rebels, and retreated. nine miles farther, to the town of Tullow, in the 
county of Carlow. 

Whilft one formidable body of the Wexford infurgents was advancing to- 
ward the north, another ftill more formidable was preparing to penetrate to 
the fouth weft. The conqueft of New Rofs, which is fituated on the river 
formed by the united ftreams of the Nord and the Barrow, would have laid 
open a communication with the difaffeéted in the counties of Waterford and 
Kilkenny, in which many thoufands were fuppofed ready to rife in arms at 
the appearance of their fuccefstul confederates. The poffeffion of that import- 
ant poft, when it might have been effected without oppofition, immediately 
upon their fuccef$ at Ennifcorthy, had, fortunately for the royal caufe, 
been abandoned on account of a perfonal difference amoneft their chiefs. 
The rebel army at Wexford chofe Beauchamp Bagenal Harvey,* as foon as 
he was liberated from prifon, for their generaliffimo, and they divided into 
two main bodies: one of which direéted its courfe northward to Gorey ; the 
other, which was headed by Harvey in perfon, took pott on Carrickburm 
mountain, within fix miles of Rofs, where it was reviewed and organized till 
the 4th of June, when it marched to Corbet hill, within a mile of that town 
which it was intended to attack the next morning. Harvey, though ncither 


* The following was the form of their appointment. 
“« AT a meeting of the commanders of the united army, held at Carrickburn camp, 
“ on the 1ft of June, 1798, it was unanimoufly agreed, that Beauchamp Bagenal Harvey thould be 
“* appointed and elected commander in chief of the united army of the county of Wexford, from 
‘© and after the firft day of June, 1798. 
** Signed by order of the different commanding officers of the camp, 
** Nicuoras Gray, Secretary.” 
“ It was likewife agreed, that Edward Roche fhould from and after the 1 ft day of June inftant, 
“* be eleéted, and is hereby elefted a general officer of the united army of the county of Wexford. 
** Signed by the above authority, 
“ Nicuoias Gray.” 


Vou. II. . Ang deftitute 


730 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


deftitute of perfonal courage, nor of a good underftanding, poffeffed no mili- 
tary experience, much lefs thofe rare talents, by which an undifciplined mul- 
titude may be direéted and controled. He formed the plan of an attack on 
three different parts of the town at once, which would probably have fuc- 
ceeded had it been put in execution. Having fent a fummons to General 
Johnfon, the commander of the king’s troops, with a flag of truce, to furrender 
the town, the bearer of it, one Furlong, was fhot by acentinel of an out-poft.* 
Whilft Harvey was arranging his forces for the affault, they were galled by 
the fire of fome out-pofts: he ordered a brave young man, of the name of 
Kelly, to put himfelf at the head of five hundred men, and drive in the out 
pofts. Kelly was followed confufedly by a much greater number than he wifhed : 
he executed his commiffion ; but could not bring back the men as ordered ; 
they rufhed impetuoufly into the town, drove back the cavalry with flaugh- 
ter on the infantry, feized the cannon, and being followed in their fuccefs- 
ful career by crouds from the hills, feemed fome time nearly mafters of the 
town. Froma full perfuafion of a decided viétory in favor of the rebel army, 
fome officers of the garrifon fled to Waterford, twelve miles diftant, with the 
alarming intelligence. 

The original plan of attack was thus defeated by this premature, though 
fuccefsful onfet, in one quarter; the Dublin and Donegal militia maintained 
their pofts at the market houfe, and at a ftation called Fairgate, and prevented 
the rebels from penetrating into the centre of the town; while Major Gene- 
ral Johnfon, aided by the extraordinary exertions of an inhabitant of Rofs, 


* To fhoot all perfons carrying flags of truce from the rebels, appears to have been a maxim with 
his majefty’s forces. This meafure if wife, was certainly lefs productive of good, than evil confe- 
quences. In Furlong’s pocket was found the following letter of f{ummons to General Johnfon. 

“¢ SIk, 

“© AS a friend to humanity, I requefi you will furrender the town of Rofs to 
«« the Wexford forces, now affembled againft that town; your refiftance will but provoke rapine 
‘< and plunder, to the ruin of the moft innocent. Flufhed with victory, the Wexford forces, now 
“© innumerable and irrefiftible, will not be controlled, if they meet with refiftance. To prevent, 
‘© therefore, the total ruin of all property in the town, I urge you to a fpeedy furrender, which 
‘© you will be forced to in a few hours, with lofs and bloodthed, as you are furrounded on all fides. 
“* Your anfwer is required in four hours, Mr. Furlong carries this letter, and will bring the 
** anfwer. 

A BE Sc 
Re ba kl AR WES 

Camp at Corbet Hill, half paft three o'clock General commanding, &c, &c. &c.” 
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named M‘Cormick, who had ferved in the army, though not then in com- 
miffion, brought back to the charge the troops that had fled acrofs the river 
to the Kilkenny fide; they prefently recovered their poft, and drove the rebels 
from the town, the outfkirts of which were now in flames, fired by the affail- 
ants or difaffected inhabitants, as Ennifcorthy had been. The rebels, in their 
turn, rallied by their chiefs, returned with fury to the aflault, and regained 
fome ground. Again diflodged by the fame exertions as before, and a third 
time rallied, they were at laft finally repulfed, after an engagement of above 
ten hours, ending about two o'clock in the afternoon. 

The official bulletin, publifhed at Dublin on the 8th of June, ftated, that on 
the 5th, about fix in the morning, the rebels attacked the pofition of General 
Johnfon, at New Rofs, with a very large force and great impetuofity ; but 
that, after a conteft of feveral hours, they were completely repulfed. The lofs 
of the rebels was very great, the ftreets being literally ftrewed with their car- 
caffes. An iron gun upon a fhip carriage had been taken ; and late in the 
evening they retreated entirely to Carrickbyrne, leaving feveral iron fhip 
guns not mounted. 

General Johnfon ftated, that too much praife could not be given to the 
forces under his command. 

The general feverely regretted the lofs of that brave officer, Lord Mount- 
joy, who fell early in the conteft. A return of the killed and wounded of his 
majefty’s forces had not then been received, but it appeared not to have been 
confiderable. It was fuppofed to have been about 300, though the official de- 
tail afterwards made reduced them to about half that number .* 


* The impetuofity and ardor with which the rebels affailed the town of Rofs, and the prodi- 
gality with which they threw away their lives, furpaffed belief. The troops did not ftand it; 
and the difficulty, with which that rble and meritorious officer, General Johnfon, rallied them, 
proves the terror, which this ferocious, though irregular charge of the rebels had created. The firft 
affailants had no fooner diflodged the troops, than, inftead of purfuing them on their retreat, they fell 
moft voracioufly to plunder, and became quickly difabled to a@ from intoxication, whereby they 
were fo eafily repulfed on the return of the fugitive troops. Sir Richard Mufgrave fays, (p. 410) 
“* that fuch was thcir enthufiafm, that though whole ranks of them were feen to fall, they were 
“* fucceeded by others, who feemed to court the fate of their companions, by rufhing on our troops 
‘« with renovated ardor.” 

One rebel, emboldened by fanaticifm and drunkennefs, advanced before his comrades, feized 2 
gun, crammed his hat and wig into it, and cried out, ‘ come on, boys, her mouth is ftopped.”” At 
that inftant the gunner laid the match to the gun, and blew the unfortunate favage to atoms. This 
fact has been verified by the affidavit of a perfon who faw it from a window. 

422 Bloody 
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Bloody as was the carnage at New Rofs, where the rebels were faid to have 
loft between two and three thoufand men, the horror of that fcene vanifhed 
before the inhuman maffacre of a number of unfortunate prifoners,* men, 

women, 


* Such inhuman maffacres in cold blood are in their nature too horrible to find advocates, whe- 
ther perpetrated undcr the brutal orders of a king’s officer on avowed rebels, or of rebels in 
retaliation ; by a Henry at Agincourt, a Suwarrow at Praga, or a Bonaparte in Paleftine. Toa 
deed fo foul the groffeft mifinterpretation muft be expéted in the frantic rage of party to be fuper- 
added to its own effential atrocity. Sir Richard Mufgrave (p. 426) has afferted, that ‘‘ John Murphy, 
the rebel captain, Nicholas Sweetman, and William Devereux, who both held the fame rank, 
commanded a guard of 300 rebels, and that when the rebel army began to give way at Rofs, an 
exprefs was fent to Murphy, to put the Proteftant prifoners to death, as the king’s troops were 
gaining the day ; but Murphy refufed to comply without a direct order from the general: that he 
foon after received another meffage to the fame purpofe, with this addition, that the prifoners, if 
releafed, would become very furious and vindictive: that fhortly a third exprefs arrived, faying 
the prieft gave orders that the prifoners fhould be put to death: that the rebels, on hearing the 
fanétion of the prieft, became outrageous, and began to pull off their clothes, the better to per- 
form the bloody deed.” 

There is no queftion, but that the rebels were univerfally and unexceptionably determined upon 
the principle of retaliation and retribution : they confidered every man that loft his life under mili- 
tary execution, without trial, as a murdered victim whofe blood was to be revenged: fo fanguinary 
and vindiétive had this warfare fatally become. Befides numerous inftances of fuch military exe- 
cutions, wherever the army had gained an advantage, they bore deeply in their minds the delibe- 
rate and brutal murder of thirty-eight prifoners, moft of whom had not (at leaft who were faid and 
believed not to have) committed any act of treafon at Dunlavin on the 24th of May ; and the like 
wanton and atrocious murder of thirty-nine prifoners of the like defcription at Carnew, on the morn- 
ing of Whitfun Monday, merely becaufe the party, which had them in cuftody, had orders to march, 
and they were unwilling to difcharge them, but wantcd time to examine, much more to try them. 
A gentleman of punétilious veracity and retentive memory has affured me, that he was prefent in 
the Houfe of Commons at the examination of a Mr. Frizell, a perfon of refpectability, at the bar 
of that houfe, in the fummer of 1798, who was a prifoner in the houfe of Scullabogue on the 4th of 
June. He was afked every queftion that could be fuggefled relative to the maffacre : to which his 
anfwers were fubftantially as follows : That having been taken prifoner by a party of the rebels, he 
was confined to a room on the ground floor in Scullabogue houfe, with twenty or thirty other per- 
fons ; that a rebel guard with a pike ftood near the window, with whom he converfed : that per- 
fons were frequently called out of the room in which he was by name, and he believes were foon 
after fhot, as he heard the report of mufquets fhortly after they had been fo called out; that he 
underftood that many were burned in the barn, the fmoke of which he could difcover from the win- 
dow : that the centinel pikeman affured him, that they would not hurt a hair of his head, as he 
was always known to have behaved well to the poor: that he did not know of his own knowledge, 

but 
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women, and children, mofily Proteftants, burned to death ina barn at Scul- 
labogue on the evening of that fame day. Scullabogue houfe, which is the 
property of a Mr. King, was fituated at the foot of Carrickburn mountain. 
Whien the rebel army marched to Corbet hill, thefe prifoners had been left 
under a guard, commanded by John Murphy, of Loghnaghur. The run- 
aways declared, that the royal army in Rofs were fhooting all the prifoners, 
and butchering the Catholics, who had fallen into their hands, feigned an 
order from Harvey for the execution of thofe at Scullabogue. This order, 
which Harvey himfelf, a Proteftant, and a man of humanity, was utterly in- 
capable of giving, Murphy is faid to have refifted; but his refiftance was 
vain. ‘Thirty-feven were thot and piked at the hall door; and the reft, a 
hundred and eighty-four in number according to report, crammed into a 
barn, were burned alive, tle roof being fired, and ftraw thrown into the 
flames to feed the conflagration. . 

It appears upon the whole, that the burning of the prifoners at Sculla- 
bogue was not, as has been generally reprefented, the confequence of any re- 
gular order or fyftem, but perpetrated by fome runaway rebels from the affault 
on Rofs (the coward being ever cruel), who, to palliate their own flight, in- 
vented or magnified the cruelty of the king’s troops. It, is generally be- 
lieved, that feveral perfons, who were on guard at Scullabogue, and fuftered 
for the tranfaction, were in truth the moft innocent of that inhuman and bar- 
barous maffacre.* 


but only from the reports current amongft the prifoners, what the particular caufe was, for which 
the rebels had fet fireto the barn. Upon which, Mr. Ogle rofe with precipitancy from his feat, 
and put this queftion to him with great eagernefs: Sir, tell us what the caufe was. It having been 
fuggeticd, that the queftion would be more regularly put from the chair, it was repeated to him in 
form ; and Mr. Frizell anfwered, that the only caufe that he, or he believed the other prifoners 
ever underftood, induced the rebels to this action, was, that they had received intelligence, that the 
military were again putting all the rebel prifoners to death in the town of Rofs, as they had done at 
Dunlavin and Carnew. Mr. Ogle atked no more queftions of Mr. Frizell, and he was foon after 
difmiffed from the bar. To thofe gentlemen who were prefent at this examination, the truth of 
this ftatement is fubmitted. 

* According to fome accounts, about fifteen Catholics perifhed in this barn. But I find, ina 
letter from Dr. Caulfield to Dr. Troy, of the ¢gth of O&ober, 1799 ; that he could ‘* mention but 
“ feven, viz. two men of the name of Neille, the clerk of Mr. Shalloe’s chapel, Johnfton a piper, 
“* Eleanor Ryan a fervant maid, Edward Ryan her father, and Edward Killa a herd. The people at 
“* Wexford (town) were not the authors of that maffacre, nor had they any hand init. We can- 
“* not tell who commanded the guard that remained there,” 


On 
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On the day enfuing the rebels defeat at Rofs, they re-aflumed their former 
pofition on Carrickburn hill. Great difcontent pervaded the whole army 
from their failure on the preceding day. Loud murmurs were heard againft 
their commander in clief, who in confequence thereof refigned his command, 
and retired to Wexford. He is faid to have been much difgufted, not only 
at the turn of events in the field, but more particularly at the general in- 
fubordination that prevailed throughout their ranks. Being a man of natu- 
ral benevolence and humanity, he was fhocked at the maffacre at Sculla- 
bogue: and the laft act of his power was, the iffuing general orders denounc- 
ing the penalty of death againft fuch perfons, as fhould murder the prifoners, 
burn any houfe, or commit any plunder, without f{pecial written orders from 
the commander in chief. * 


The 


* GENERAL ORDERS. 


At a Meeting of the General and feveral Officers of the United Army of the ‘County of Wexford, 
the following Refolutions were agreed upon : 


Refolved, That the commander in chief fhall fend guards to certain baronies for the purpofe of 
bringing in all men they fhall find loitering or delaying at home, or elfewhere ; and if any refift- 
ance be given to thofe guards fo to be fent by the commanding officer's orders, it is our defire and 
orders, that fuch perfons fo giving refiftance, fhall be liable to be put to death by the guards, who 
are to bear a commiffion for that purpofe; and all fuch perfons fo to be found loitering and delaying 
at home, when brought in by the guards, fhall be tried by a court-martial, appointed and chofen 
from amongft the commanders of all the different.corps, and be punifhed with death. 

Refolved, That all officers fhall immediately repair to their refpective quarters, and remain with 
their different corps, and not depart therefrom under pain of death, unlefs authorized to quit by 
written orders from the commander in chief for that purpofe. 

It is alfo ordered, that a guard fhall be kept in rear of the different armies, with orders to fhoot all 
perfons who fhall fly or defert from any engagement, and that thefe orders fhall be taken notice of 
by all officers commanding fuch engagement. 

All men refufing to obey their fuperior officers, to be tried by a court-martial, and punifhed ac- 
cording to their fentence. . 

It is alfo ordered, that all men who fhall attempt to leave their refpective quarters when they have 
been haltcd by the commander in chief, fhall fuffer death, unlefs they fhall have leave from their 
officers for fo doing. 

It is ordered by the commander in chief, that all perfons who have flolen or taken away any horfe 
or horfes, thall immediately bring in all fuch horfes to the camp, at head-quarters, otherwife every 
horfe that fhall be feen or found in the poffetfion of any perfon to whom he does not belong, thall 
be-feized, and the perfon convicted of taking it fhall fufter death. 


And 
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The rebels remained only two days at Carrickburn ; they took poft on 
Sleeva Keelta, another hill which rifes over the river of Rofs, probably with 
defien to intercept the navigation of the channel between Waterford, Rofs, 
and Duncannon Fort. In this they in fome degree fucceeded ; for, though 
they failed in their attempts on fome gun-boats, they obliged fome fimall vef- 
fels to furrender, in one of which was a mail, from which they learned much 
concerning the ftate of the kingdom in general from newfpapers and private 
letters. Here, by a tumultuous eleétion, was chofen for general, in the room 
of Harvey, Father Philip Roche, who has been before mentioned te be a man 
of large ftature and boifterous manners, not ill adapted to direét by influence 
the diforderly bands he had to deal with. 

This. choice of Father Roche fhews how much the warfare had now altered 
its complexion, and. began to affume the form of a fanatic and religious crufade. 
The term United Irifhmen had been defignedly merged into that of Popifh 
Rebels on one fide, and the denomination of Orangemen into that of Prote/i- 
ants and Heretics on the other. It fhews alfo how little guided the Wex- 
ford rebels were by any thing like a preconcerted plan from their firft rifing. 
Ofall men, the Roman Catholic priefis were the leaft qualified for feats of arms 
and imilitary conduét. Yet they being the individuals, to whom the lower 
clafs of fociety. paid the moft perfonal fubfervience and obedience, it was per- 
haps confidered prudent to confide the command of this indomitable rabble 
to perfons of that defeription. The few of them* who had debafed their mi- 


And any goods that fhall have been plundered from any houfe, if not brought in to head-quarters, 
or returned immediately to the houfes or owners, that all Eee fo plundering as aforefaid fhall, 
on being convicted thereof, tuffer death. 

It is alfo refolved, that any perfon or perfons who fhall take upon him or them to kill or murder 
any perfon or prifoner, burn any houfe, or commit any plunder, without fpecial written ordcrs from 


the commander in chief, fhall fuffer death. By order of 
Head-quarters, Carrickbyrne camp, B. B. Harvey, Commander in Chief. 
June 6, 1798. Francis Breen, Secretary and Adjutant. 


* From the moft unbiaffed accounts which I have feen, the number of Roman Catholic priefts, 
who gave into the rebellion, fell confiderably fhort of a fcore, which out of two thoufand and up- 
wards in the kingdorh is a very {mall proportion. Amongft thofe few no prelate or ecclefiaftic of 
confequence and refpectability was to be found. Some few of them appear to have been intimidated 
by their flock and forced into the caufe under threats and menaces of their lives. Such were not 
prominently active in the field; but weak enough to fanétion by their authority and fun@ions the 
execrable caufe of rebellion. 


niftry 
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niftry by giving into the rebellion were either ferocioufly fanatical, or profli- 
gatcly hypocritical: fuch charaéters were f{uperemimently adapted to control 
thefe licentious and ungovernable bands. Little is it to be wondered at, that 
men, who could fo pollute the facred charaéter, as to convert the mild and 
perfuafive weapons of the Evangelift, into the cxterminating {word of blood 
and devaftation, fhould fharpen the latter with evcry fraud, impofition, and 
falfehood, which the innate reverence of the Irifh at all times for the facred 
character of the priefthood, enabled them to father upon them and thus mif- 
lead and enflame the people.* 

Quitting the poft of Slyeeve Keelter in three days after their arrival, the 
troops of Philip Roche occupied the hill of Lacken, within two miles of Rofs, 
where they formed a lefs irregular encampment than ufual, many tents being 
erected for their officers. Here for fome days they lay inaétive, regaling 
themfelves on the flaughtered cattle and liquors, they had plundered, fupinely 
negligent of their fafety, and open to be furprifed on any night by a fortie 
from the garrifon of Rofs. Had the rebels, immediately after the rout of 
Walpole’s army, advanced to Arklow, they could have taken poffeffion of it 
without refiftance, for the garrifon fled from it before day break on the 5th 
of June, to Wicklow. The infurgents of the county of Wicklow had with 
extreme difficulty been kept in check by Major Hardy, the commander of 


* Thus it appears not improbable, that in this particular Sir Richard Mufgrave fpeaks fome truth 
(p. 432.) ‘ A refpectable Proteftant who was taken prifoner by the rebels, and compelled to ferve 
“* in the camp at Carickbyrne, informed me, that Father Roche, in a public harangue, denounced all 
“<< Proteftants as hereticks, and that they could not have luck or grace while any of them were per- 
«© mitted to ferve in their ranks: that on the fame day he met Roche ima tent, and that he with fin- 
“* gular diffimulation, affured him, that they made no religious diftin€tion, and never regarded a 
«* man’s religion, provided he was loyal and true to their caufe: that Bagenal Harvey on hearing 
“© Roche’s harangue, lamented to him, that the war unexpectedly turned out to be purely religious ; 
«* that the priefts had got abfolute fway : that he feemed quite diftracted, and wifhed he could make 
** his efcape.” 

And Mr. Gordon, (p. 157) {peaking of Father Michael Murphy, who was killed at the battle of 
Arklow fays, ‘ this prieft had been fuppofed by the more ignorant of his followers to be invalner- 
“* able by bullets or any other kind of weapon; to confirm them in which belief he had frequently 
“* fhewed them muiket balls, which he faid he caught in his hands as they flew from the guns of thie 
‘© enemy. ‘Though I was well acquainted with the extreme credulity of the lower claffes of my 
«© Romanift countrymen, I could not give credit to this account until I found it confirmed beyond a 
‘© doubt by various concurring teftimonies. The fame divine protettion was believed to be poffeff- 
* ed by father John, the famous fanatic already mentioned.” 

that 
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that diftricét who had been very unaccountably repulfed in five different ren- 
counters; which advantages though fingly of no great importance, rendered 
the rebels in thofe parts far more audacious, and eager to co-operate with the 
Wexford infurgents. ‘The officer who commanded in Arklow when the gar- 
rifon was preparing for flight, iflued orders that no perfon fhould be permitted 
to quit the town until the garrifon had marched; fo that if the rebels had 
come, as they were every momcnt expected, the whole multitude of women 
and children of the loyalift’s party muft have fallen into their hands. This 
order was probably intended to prevent the intelligence of Walpole’s defeat 
from being carried northward; it was quite nugatory, as that intelligence was 
conveyed by feveral different roads to the metropolis.* 

As Major Hardy was ignorant of the great force of the rebels pofted at 
Gorey, he highly difapproved of the evacuation of Arklow, and commanded 
the garrifon inftantly to return from Wicklow to their poft, without even per- 
miflion to tafte any refrefhment. It was augmented on the fixth by the ar- 
rival of the Cavan regiment of militia, and at one o'clock on the morning of 
the ninth by that of the Durham fencibles. The arrival of this regiment, 
which was well difciplined, moft critically prevented the taking of Arklow, 
the confequences of which might have been fatal to the caufe. This regi- 
ment had been remarkably fuccefsful in the preceding year, in the county of 
Down in difarming the United Infhmen, and thereby preventing the breaking 
out of rebellion in that part. When ordered fouthward, on account of the 
infurreétion in Leinfter, an ambufcade of feven thoufand men was placed in 
the county of Meath, to the north of Balbriggen, to furround and cut it to 
pieces on its march; but by the excellent difpofitions made by its comman- 
der Colonel Skerret, it pafled this formidable ambufcade without lofs, and 
arrived fafely in Dublin; whence, after much deliberation, and a delay dan- 
gerous at fuch a crifis, it was fent to Arklow; carriages having been procured 
for the men, that they miglit arrive frefh at the fcene of aétion. 

After the defeat of Walpole’s army on the 4th of June, the rebels had 
wafted much time in burning the town of Carnew, in trials of prifouers for 
Orangifin, the plundering of houfes, and other aéts of: like nature; at length 
however, they colleéted their force at Gorey, and advanced to attack Ark- 


* An exaggerated account of this difafter was received by the difafteéted in Dublin, before it was 
known by the members of adminiftration at the cattle; for the focieties of the confpiracy had an 
eftablifhed mode of fpeedy conveyance by verbal meffages from one fecretary to another, 
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low on the ninth, the only day in which that poft had fortunately been pre- 
pared for defence. Their number exceeded twenty thoufand, of whom near 
five thoufand were armed with guns, the reft with pikes, and they were fur- 
nifhed with three ferviceable pieces of artillery. The garrifon confifted of 
fixteen hundred men including yeomen, fupplementary men, and thofe of 
the artillery. The rebels attacked the town on all fides, except that which is 
wafhed by the river. The approach of that column, which advanced by the 
fea fhore, was rapid and impetuous: the picquet guard of yeoman cavalry, 
-{tationed in that quarter, inflantly galloped off in fuch terror, that moft of 
them {topped not their flight till they had croffed the Barrow which was very 
broad, fwimming their horfes, in great peril of drowning. The farther pro- 
grefs of the affailants was prevented by the charge of the regular cavalry, 
fupported by the fire of the infantry, who had been formed for the defence 
of the town, in a line compofed of three regiments, with their battalion artil- 
lery, thofe of the Armagh and Cavan militia, and the Durham fencibles. The 
main effort of the rebels, who commenced the attack near four o’clock in the 
evening was directed againft the {tation of the Durham, whofe line extended 
through the field in front of the town to the road leading from Gorey. 

As the rebels poured their fire from the fhelter of ditches, fo that the oppo- 
fite fire of the foldiery had no effect, Colonel Skerret, the fecond in command, 
commanded his men to ftand with ordered arms, their left wing covered by a 
breaft work, and the right by a natural rifing of the ground, until the enemy 
leaving their cover fhould advance to an open attack. This open attack was 
made three times in moft formidable force, the affailants rufhing within a few 
yards of the cannon mouths; but they were received with fo clofe and effec- 
tive a fire, that they were repulfed with great {laughter in every attempt. The 
Durhams were not only expofed to the fire of the enemy’s {mall arms, but 
were alfo galled by their cannoy. General Needham who in riding from poft 
to pott expofed himfelf to the enemy’s fire, fearing to be overpowered by 
numbers began to talk of a retreat: to which Colonel Skerret fpiritedly re- 
plied to the general, that they could not hope for viétory otherwife than by 
preferving their ranks; if they broke, all was loft: he knew the fpirit of his 
corps and could never bear the idea of its giving ground. By this magna- 
nimous anfwer of the colonel the general was diverted fome time from his 
{cheme of a'retreat, and in that time the bufinefs was decided by the retreat 
of the rebels, who retired in defpair, when fruftrated in their moft furious 

j affault 
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affault arid difpinted by the death of Father Michael Murphy, who was killed 
by a cannon {fhot, within thirty yards of the Durham line, while he was 
leading his people to the attack. 

The battle of Arklow, though not altogether the moft bloody, was perhaps 
the moft important of this civil war, fince it moft probably decided the fate 
of Ireland. As the rebels were not purfued (purfuit would have been hazard- 
ous, at the clofe of the evening), they carried away moft of their wounded, 
fo that their lofs could not be afcertained, but is reported to have amounted 
to three or four hundred. The lofs of the Durham regiment, out of three 
hundred and fixty men, of which it confifted, was twenty privates killed and 
wounded. The lofs of men fuftained by the reft of the army never was ac- 
curately afcertained, but was fmaller than might have been expeéted: for 
though the weight of the combat lay on the Durhams, the aétion was every 
where warm, and the defence bravely maintained. The rebels’ guns having 
been generally worked by the artillery men they had taken prifoners, were 
defignedly pointed too high, which accounts for the paucity of the flain on 
the king’s fide.* 

The town of Wexford was the prime feat or head quarters of the rebellion 
in the fouth. It remained in the poffeffion of the rebel force about three 
weeks; namely, from the 30th of May to the 21ft of June. During this 
{pace of time it was the melancholy fcene of much diftrefs and cruelty : and 
afterwards became the object of much more obloquy and defamation than 
the real horrors, great as they were, would juftify. The fanguinary and vin- 


* A very warm conteft fubfifts between Sir Richard Mufgrave and the Rev. Mr. Gordon, rela- 
tive to their refpeCtive reprefentations of the condu& of Genera] Needham in this a@tion: for the 
particulars of which, fee the Appendix to the fecond edition of Mr. Gordon's Hiftory of the Re- 
bellion, No. IX. The following was the official account of this battle: 

“¢ Dublin, 10th June, 1798. 

« ACCOUNTS were received earl: this morning by Lieutenant General Lake, 
“© from Major General Needham, at Arklow, ftating that the rebels had, in great force, attacked 
“« his pofition in Arklow, at fix o’clock yefterday evening. They advanced in an irregular manner, 
‘© and extended themfelves for the purpofe of turning his left flank, his rear and right flanks being 
“© ftrongly defended by the town and barrack of Arklow. Upon their endeavouring to enter the 
“ lower end of the town, they were charged by the 40th Dragoon Guards, 5th Dragoons, and 
‘* Ancient Britons, and completely routed. All round the other points of the pofition, they were 
‘© defeated with much flaughter. The lofs of his majefty’s troops was trifling, and their behaviour 
* highly gallant.” 


- 
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dictive turn the infurgency had very early taken, rendered fubmifiion to ei- 
ther, alike dreadful to both parties refpectively. On the evacuation of the 
town by the military, all the veffels lying in the harbour were inftantly 
crowded with fugitives, who dreaded nothing fo much as to fall into the 
hands of the rebels. The quays and every avenue leading to the water fide, 
were crowded with men, women, and children, begging in the moft pitiable 
manner, to be admitted on board the veffels. They were filled in every part. 
On feeing the flames of the toll-houfe and bridge, all the veffels weighed and 
ftood towards the mouth of the harbour, where they caft anchor. About 
one o'clock, a white flag was feen flying in Wexford (a fignal that the rebels 
were in pofleffion of the town) ; all the captains anfwered the fignal, except 
two, who failed for Wales. They then again weighed anchor, and ftood for 
the town,, where they foon landed all their paffengers to fhare the fate of 
their neighbours, 

The rebels who entered the town, were headed by Edward Roche, a far- 
mer, who had been permanent ferjeant in Colonel Le Hunte’s corps of yeo- 
men cavalry, from which he had lately deferted, and become a rebel general. _ 
They immediately by acclamation appointed Gen. Keugh governor and com- 
mandant of the town; and bore him on their fhoulders to the court houfe. 
This extraordinary man, having been a private in his majetty’s feivice, had 
rifen to the rank of captain-lieutenant in the 6th regiment, in which he ferved 
in America. He was a man of engaging addrefs, and of that competency 
of fortune, which enabled him to live comfortably in Wexford. Proud and 
ambitious, he appreciated his own abilities too highly: and in clubs and 
coffee-houfes, he had long been in the habit of cenfuring the corruptions of 
government, and was fo violent an advocate for reform, that the lord chan- 
cellor had deprived him of the commiflion of the peace, in the year 1796. 
In order to introduce fome order into the town, the rebels chofe certain per- 
fons to diftribute provifions, and for that purpofe to give tickets to the in- 
habitants to entitle them to a rateable portion of them, according to the 
nuinber of inhabitants in each houfe. Many habitations of the Proteftants 
who had made their efcape were plundered, fome of them were demolithed, 
and but few of thofe who remained in the town were fpared. Moft of the 
Proteftant men were committed to prifon, except a few leaders who were 
really attached to their caufe, or who affected to be fo to fave their lives, 
or thofe who concealed themfelves, 

Although 
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Although feveral of the Proteftant inhabitants of Wexford were im- 
ptifoned, they were thofe only, whom the rebels confidered the moft ob- 
noxious.* It has been afferted by one author, with a mifchievous mixture of 
truth and faifehood, that “ thofe who could obtain written prote¢tions from 
“ the Popith clergy, whofe influence was unbounded, or from the rebel 
* Jeaders, were not molefted.” ¢ It is a moft lamentable truth, that during the 
tumultuary rule of this ferocious and enflamed rabble, many partial, though 
premeditated and cruel murders without any form or pretence of trial, were 
perpetrated in Wexford, with a favage affectation of folemnity, in order to 
excite and extend the fanguinary enthufiafm of this frantic multitude. An 
author of candor and credit has faid, that {he could not ftate with accuracy, 
what number had been maffacred during the whote time of the rebels’ pof- 
feffion ; he believed it to have amounted to 101. 

Moft, if not all of the maffacres perpetrated in Wexford were laid at the 
door of an infuriate fanguinary monfter by the name of Dixon, a captain of 
a trading veffel, who was on board his vefiel with a large number of fugitives 
in the harbour, and was the firft to re-land them: he had alfo behaved towards 
fome of the ladies in his fhip with brutal ferocity. This man had acquired 
an unfortunate afcendancy over the very worft and moft fanatical part of 
this wretched affemblage. After his return to fhore he was made a captain in 
the rebel army; which increafed his influence, and extended his means of 


* The following rebel proclamation feems to juftify the idea, that they had no intent or with to 
fpill the blood of any, who had not been guilty of aéts of cruelty, violence, and oppreffion againft 
the people. 

Proclamation of the People of the County of Wexford. 

« WHEREAS it ftands manifeftly notorious, that James Boyd, Hawtry White, Hunter Gowran, 
*« and Archibald Hamilton Jacob, late magiftrates of this county, have committed the moft horrid 
«« a&ts of cruelty, violence, and oppretlion, againft our peaceable and well-aftected countrymen. 
Now we, the people, affociated and united for the purpofe of procuring our juft rights, and being 
determined to protect the perfons and properties of thofe of all religious perfuafions who have 
not oppreffed us, and are willing with heart and hand to join our glorious caufe, as well as to fhew 
our marked difapprobation and horror of the crimes of the above delinquents, do call on our 
countrymen at large to ufe every exertion in their power to apprehend the bodies of the afore- 
faid James Boyd, &c. &c. &c. and to fecure and convey them to the gaol of Wexford, to be 
brought before the tribunal of the people. 

** Done at Wexford, this gth day of June, 1798. 
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* GOD save tHe PEOPLE.” 
+ Mufgrave, p. 445. + Gordon, fecond edition, p. 190, =, 
exciting 
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exciting the rabble, under the mafk of zeal for their caufe, to thofe inhuman 
atrocities, in which he appeared to delight. It happened, that fome Orange 
furniture had been found by the wife of this man (an inhuman prototype of 
himfelf) in the drawing room of Mr. Le Hunte, four miles from Wexford, 
particularly two fire-fcreens, with emblematical figures; Dixon informed the 
mob, that his room had been the meeting place of Orangemen, and that the 
figures denoted the manner, in which the Roman Catholics were to be put to 
death by thefe confpirators; that they were to be firft deprived of their fight, 
and then burned alive, without the exception even of children; and particu- 
larly that the feamen of that communion were to be roafted to dcath on 
red-hot anchors. Mr. Le Hunte, who had hitherto been permitted to re- 
main with little moleftation in a private houfe in the town, was inftantly 
dragged into the ftreet by the rabble, who would foon have torn him in 
pieces, if he had not been faved by the exertions of two Catholic gentlemen, 
who commanded an influence upon the people, named Edward Hay, and Ro- 
bert Carty, who hurried him into the gaol, under pretence of bringing him to 
trial, and parried in the crowd the thrufts of the pikes, two of which, in {pite 
of their endeavours, wounded him flightly in the back.* 

The number of Proteftants in the town of Wexford, when it fell into the 
hands of the rebels, did not merely ‘confift of the inhabitants of that town 
and its environs, but had been greatly encreafed by the affemblage of re- 
fugees and prifoners from more diftant parts of the country. Of thefe, about 
260 were confined in the gaol and other places of imprifonment: feveral were 
confined in their own houfes: the dread of maffacre fell indifcriminately 
upon them all. In the perturbed ftate of a tumultuary affemblage of indi- 
yiduals fo credulous, fo irritable, and fo ferocious, it would be ufelefs to in- 
veftigate the particular caufe, motive, or incentive to each particular maffacre. 
On the 6th day of June, under an order from Ennifcorthy, ten prifoners at 
Wexford were feleéted for execution, and fuffered accordingly. Conjectures 


* Gordon, fecond edition, p.178. This Mr. Hay, in 1802, wrote a very interefting letter to 
Mr. Gordon on fome mis-ftatements in the firft edition of his hiftory, which the reverend author 
has had the candor to publifh at full length in the Appendix to his fecond edition, and is to be feen 
in Appendix, No. CXIII. This gentleman (ibid.) fays he is convinced, that Mr. Hay had no 
command among the rebels, and exerted himfelf only to fave lives and property. Mr. Edward 
Hay has, fince the publication of the Rev. Mr. Gordon’s fecond edition, publifhed a hiftory of the 


infurreCtion of Wexford. 
have 
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have been hazarded, why fuch orders emanated from Ennifcorthy rather than 
from Wexford. The natural inference from the limitation of the viétims to 
half a fcore, is that the rebels, who avowed to aét upon the principles of re- 
taliation, had received information that a fimilar number of their people had 
fuffered in like manner on the preceding day. Bloody as the rebels are re- 
prefented to have been, there could have been no other reafon for their 
limiting their luft for murder to the particular number of ten. It has been 
faid,* that a general flaughter of the prifoners was twice in vain attempted 
by the fanguinary Dixon, at the head of bands of peafants. He was mag- 
nanimoufly oppofed, firft by one Hore, a butcher, and next by one Scallion, 
2 nautical trader; the former with a fword, the latter with a piftol, defying 
him to fingle combat, and infifting, that he muft thew himfelf a man before 
he fhould dare to put defencelefs men to death. Whatever fatal influence 
was prattifed by fome individuals over the moft profligate and infuriated 
fanatics of the multitude, the leaders of the rebels moft folemnly difclaimed 
every idea of cruelty, and flrongly recommended brotherly love and aftec- 
tion towards their countrymen of every religious perfuafion.f An influx of 
fugitive rebels from the northern parts of the county into Wexford, by re- 
tailing fome faéts, and exaggerating or inventing more tales of cruelties, 
horrors, and barbarities committed upon them by the foldiery, had excited 
an unaccountable degrce of ferocioufnefs and revenge in the rebel multi- 
tude. The rage for retaliation which operated as ftrongly from the reprefen- 
tation of falfe as of true faéts, the barbarous Dixon enflamed by whifkey, 
and fupported by the moft inhuman exhortations. This monfter had before 
affumed into his own hands a fummary adminiftration of juftice, and by 
having exercifed it upon an individual, whofe charaéter and conduét were 
odious to the multitude, had acquired from them a degrce of credit in feleét- 
ing the objects of his feverity. 

The Rev. Mr. Dixon, his relative, a Roman Catholic clergyman, having 
been fentenced to tranfportation, had been fent off to Duncannon Fort the 
day preceding the infurrection : he was found guilty on the teftimony of one 
Francis Murphy, whofe evidence was pofitively contraditted by three other 
witneffes. Under thefe circumftances, Dixon took a fummary mode of 


* Gordon, fecond edition, p. 180. 
+ See the proclamations, figned B. B. Harvey, on the 6th of June, and by Edward Roche, on 
the 7th, in the Appendix, No. CXIV. 
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avenging the fate of his kinfman, who was generally beloved. He brought 
the man out of gaol, upon his own fole authority, and conduéted him 
down to the bull-ring, where he obliged threc revenue officers, who were 
then prifoners, and whom lic brought out along with him, to fhoot him, and 
afterwards bear his body to the quay and throw it into the water. This exe- 
cution took place, with all its fhocking cireumftances, while moft of the 
town’s people were at prayers, and was utterly unknown to the principal 
inhabitants. 

It has unaccountably been fo keen a ftudy of fome hiftoriographers of this 
period of Inith hiftory to reprefent the Catholic clergy in general, and particu- 
larly Dr. Caulfield, the Catholic bifhop of Ferns, and others of his clergy in 
that diocefe, as aiding and fomenting the rebellion, that it becomes neceflary 
to notice the circumf{tances, as a point interefting and important to Irifh hif- 
tory. Sir Richard Mufgrave has left no {tone unturned, that he thought 
would affix blame and obloquy upon that prelate and the Catholic clergy 
of his diocefe. Dr. Caulfield has truly obferved in the Preface to his reply 
to the mifprefentations of Sir Richard Mufgrave, “ that if one tenth part of 
‘“* what is aflerted by Sir Richard Mufgrave were founded in faét, the parties 
“* would not at this day be alive to refute his calumnies.”* 
‘rom 


* Waving every idea of controverfy about the condué of Dr. Caulfield in thefe calamitous 
fcenes it fuffices to ftate two letters written to Dr. Troy by Colonel Littlehales, fecretary to Lord 
Cornwallis, after the heat of the ferment had fubfided, after the publication of Sir Richard Muf- 
grave’s Memoirs, and a ftill more embittered pamphlet, moft improperly called Veridicus, in which 
that baronet has employed his whole ftore of bile and rancor to criminate the bifhop: thefe letters 
are vouchers, that government confidered the fubject of them in a light widely different from that, 
in which he has been attempted to be reprefented by Sir Richard Mufgrave. ‘They are official 
teftimonies of his loyalty, and fanétion the continuance of the fair hiftorical narrative, regardlefs of 
the falfe ftatements, judgments, and inferences of the baronet and his female affiftants. 


Dublin Caftle, May 11th, 1800. 
SeSiize 
«< IN anfwer to the honor of your letter of the 9th inftant, which I have laid 


** before my lord lieutenant, I am to affure you, that government will give to Dr. Caulficld that 
 proteGtion, which, from his condud and charaéter as a loyal fubje&, he appears juftly to merit. 
«© T have the honor to be, 
CSS ite 
«¢ Your moft obedient and faithful fervant, 
«© The moft Rev. Dr. Troy, &c, Se. He. “ E. B. LivtLERAaes. 
North King Street.” 
Dublin 
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From the breaking out of the rebellion, the number of Catholic priefis in 
the town of Wexford was greatly augmented beyond the refident and offi- 
ciating clergymen of that town. Many, who lived in the neighbourhood,* 
immediately fled into the town to avoid being dragged to the camps, or 
forced at the point of the pike, as they were often threatened by the rebels : 
fome for a time lurked in tlie rocks on the coaft, and others abandoned tlicir 
dwellings, and flept (if they could flcep) in ditches, hedges, or brakes of 
furze, to avoid the fhame, the difguft, and the horrors of the camps, and the 
impious infults of the parties, who were frequently fent in ‘fearch of them. 
Thefe latterly alfo took refuge in the town. In defiance of a very ftrong 
bias from a certain quarter to inculpate the Roman Catholic clergy in this 
unhappy conteft, it is notorious, that in the diocefe of Wexford not one of 
thofe who had a flock, not one parifh prieft was implicated, or had any con- 
cern in fomenting, encouraging, or aiding the rebellion: but had they pof- 
feffed that degree of authority or influence generally attributed to them, 
there would have been no rebellion in that county: or if they retained or 
obtained fuch influence after the rebellion broke out, their refpecétive flocks 
would have laid down their arms, and returned to their refpective homes, 
and to theirallegiance to their king. Whilft Dr. Caulfield was endeavouring 
to prevail on a party of rebels, who were plundering the houfe of his next 
door neighbour, Mr. Matt. Kavannah, to defift and retire, they told him in a 
moft infulting and menacing tone, that they had information again{t his 
houfe; they infiantly rufhed into it, and fearched for what they called 
Orangemen, bad men, Xc. In vain did the Rev. Mr. Corrin, who was then 
in the houfe, endeavour to remonftrate and exhort them; they treated him 
with equal infolence. 


Dublin Caftle, June 30th, 1800. 
SASIR; 
“© YOUR letter of the esth current having reached me, with its enclofure 


** from Dr. Caulfield, I have ftated their contents to my lord lieutenant, who defires me to fay, 
** that his excellency has no caufe whatfoever to alter the opinion he has imbibed of the loyalty 
*¢ and proper deportment of Dr. Caulfield, whofe letter I return. 
«* T have the honor to be, 
ae ioe, 
<* Your moft obedient and faithful feryant, 
‘ The moft Reo. Dr. Troy, Se. Fe, Sc. E. B. Lirtrenaces. 
North King Street.” 
* Caulfield’s Rep. p. 4. 
Now. IT. 


” 


B So 


Co 
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So radically had the infernal fpirit of rebellion extinguifhed all fenfe of 
duty in the mifguided wretches in this temporary phrenzy, that it became a 
fervice of as much danger to dehort them from their wicked purpofes, as to. 
hoift an orange cockade, or to threaten to flog, ftrangle, or picquet them. 

Lord Kingfborough (now Earl of Kingfton), the colonel of the North Cork 
regiment of militia, was in Dublin when the town was taken poffeftion of by 
the rebels: but difbelieving the report of this difafter, he fet out under that 
fatal incredulity to join his regiment: he travelled by land to Arklow, and 
thence proceeding by fea to Wexford, was taken prifoner with two officers of. 
his own. regiment off the harbour of that town.* The capture of Lord Kingf- 
borough was confidered by the rebels as an incident of peculiar importance 
to them, not only on account of his fituation in life, but more efpecially as 
his lordfhip had ever been prominently forward in promoting the fyftem of 
rigor and coercion fo obnoxious to the United Irifhmen. They had alfo fur- 
ther views upon his importance as an hoftage, in cafe of their being driven 
to any terms of capitulation. 

The monfter Dixon, who retained with all his fanguinary ferocity a fur- 


* Sir Richard Mufgrave gives the following account of his detention. ‘‘ For-two days his lord- 
“* fhip was lodged at the houfe of General Keugh ; he was then removed to an inferior kind of 
‘« inn, called the Cape of Good Hope, thence to the prifon fhip, where he remained but eight 
‘* hours, having been afterwards lodged in a private honfe, where a guard was placed over him: 
‘© Keugh afked him, how he thought government would treat him and his party, if they had 
‘* them in their power? Lord Kingfborough replied, ‘ That they would hang every one of them,’ 
‘© On which Keugh obferved, ‘ We know that we fight with halters round our necks.’ The day 
“© of his lordthip’s arrival, Bagenal Harvey fet out for the camp at Carrickbyrne, where the rebel 
“* army that attacked Rofs was ftationed. Keugh told Lord Kingfborongh, ‘ that he would permit 
* him to write to Lord Caftlereagh, the lord lientenant’s fecretary ; but he faid, he expected he 
‘ would inform him how well he and his fellow prifoners were treated ;’ and he added, ‘ that he 
* expected his friends Meffrs. Sheares, Bond, “Emmett, Jackfon, M‘Cann, &c. would receive 
* fimilar treatment.’ He informed Lord Kingfborough, that the members of the Irifh Union had 
‘© no confidence in the oppofition party in the Irith parliament, becaufe they confidered them as 
‘* infincere, and that they had propounded Catholic emancipation, and reform of parliament, merely 
‘© to promote their own ambitious defigns. 
“ Mrs. Snowe, the wife of Captain Suowe, of the North Cork regiment, informed me, that Lord 
«© Kingfborough atked her foon after his capture, ‘ whether fhe thought the rebel chieftains would 
‘ have put him to death?’ fhe replied, ‘ fhe was fure they would not, becaufe they regarded him 
‘ asa very good hoflage, fhould they enter into any ftipulations for their own fafety ; and that by 
‘ preferving his life they might conciliate him, and obtain his influence and intereft to fecure 
* their own.’ 
prifing 
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prifing influence over the loweft of that infuriate rabble, had amoneft other 
qmeans of inflaming them, the opportunity of a public houfe or inferior inn 
in the town, where his bloody fatellites held their orgies. 

On the 19th of June, General Edward Roche, and fuch of the infurgents 
of his neighbourhood as were at Vinegar Hill, were fent home to colleé the 
whole mafs of the people for general defence. By the march of the royal 
army in all directions, towards Vinegar Hill and Wexford, a general flight of 
fuch of the inhabitants as could get off took place. 

The alarm was now general throughout the whole country; all men were 
called to attend the camps; and Wexford became the univerfal rendezvous 
of the fugitives, who reported, with various circumftances of horror, the pro- 
erefs of the different armies approaching in every direction, marking their 
movements with terrible devaftation. Ships of war were alfo feen off the 
coaft, and gun-boats blocked up the entrance of the harbour: and from the 
commanding fituation of the camp at the ‘Three Rocks, on the mountain of 
Forth, the general conflagration, which was as progreffive as the march of 
the troops, was clearly perceivable. On the approach of the army, great 
numbers of countrymen, with their wives and children, and any little bag- 
gage they could haftily pack up, fled towards Wexford as to an afylum, and 
defcribed, according to their fears, the plunder and deftruétion of houfes, 
the murders and outrages of the foldiery let loofe and encouraged to range 
over and devaftate the country. General Moore, who advanced with a part 
of the army, did all in his power to prevent thefe atrocities, and had fome of 
thofe outragers immediately put to death ; but his humane and benevolent 
intentions were greatly bafiled by the indomitable ferocity and revenge of the 
refugees returning home. Wexford regretted that general’s being almoft im- 
mediately ordered to Wicklow, where his conciliatory conduct and humanity 
were con{picuous, and. will ever be remembered with gratitude by the people, 
who moft eagerly flocked to his ftandard for proteétion. 

While the principal inhabitants of Wexford were in confultation, to which 
they were now fummoned, upon the beft mode of felf-prefervation and de- 
fence, the order for ali the arnied men to appear in camp by break of day be- 
came imperious; and the outcry was fo loud againft the backwardnefs of 
the Wexford men, that feveral fet off immediately. Captain Dixon, although 
booted, fpurred, equipped, and accoutred for battle, refufed to obey the or- 
<lers of the commander in chicf to attend at the Three Rocks. He was at 

5B 2 the 
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the time in the aét of fending whifkey to about 70 countrymen, whoin he had 
potted in the barrack, and there detained for his abominable purpofe of a 
general maffaere. Thefe he had alfo reimforced by fome thoufands of the 
moft daftardly and unruly, and therefore the moft favage and cruel of the 
mob, who refufed to march to the camp. Thefe men he alfo rendered the 
more favage and ferocious with liquor, and with thefe auxiliaries he under- 
took the horrid work of blood. 

The victims were conducted in fucceffive parcels, of from ten to twenty, 
with horrible folenmity, cach parcel furrounded by its guard of butchers, and 
preceded by a black flag marked with a white crofs, to the place of execu- 
tion, where they were varioufly put to death, one after another, but moftly 
each by four men at once, who ftanding two before and two behind the vic- 
tim, thruft their pikes into the body, and raifing it from the ground, held it 
fufpended, writhing with pain, while any figns of life appeared. Some were 
flaughtered at the gaol, fome at the market houfe, but the great butchery 
was on the bridge. A multitude of wretches, the greater part women, aflem- 
bled to behold it, and rent the air with favage fhouts of exultation at the 
arrival of each freth parcel of viétims at the fatal fpot. 

When 97 according to fome or 35 according to other accounts had thus 
been butchered, the flaughter, which had commenced at two o'clock in the af- 
ternoon, was ftopped at feven by the interference of Father Corrin, and the an- 
nunciation of the alarming intelligence, that the poft of Vinegar Hill was befet 
by the king’s troops, and that reinforcements were required in that quarter. 
Father Corrin having vainly fupplicated the atfaffins to defift, commanded 
them to pray before they fhould proceed farther in the work of death, and 
having thus caufed them to kneel, diétated a prayer, that God would fhew 
the fame mercy to them, which they fhould fhew to the furviving prifoners. 
The refpite thus procured would probably have been fhort, if the exhortations 
of the prieft had not been aided by the news of danger, which was announced 
aloud by fome perfon, faid to be Richard Monagan, or Monck, arriving haf- 
tily in the town, and which caufed the multitude of fpeétators immediately to 
difperfe. The furviving captives at the bridge were after a fhort paufe re- 
conducted to prifon by their guard, with denunciations of a general maffacre 
of all the Protettants the ncxt day. The atrocity of thefe inhuman butcherics 
was aggravated by the mockery of jnftice, with which the montter Dixon 
attempted to fanction them. By the exertions of Mr. Edward Uay and fome 


others, 
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others, Dixon had been foiled in his particular vengeance againft the life of 
Mr. Turner and Mr. Gainsford, whofe blood the mob loudly called for, as 
they had led ont the army againft them on Whitfunday, and had burned feveral 
of their houfes. .4 fummary court of feven fat immediately upon thofe two 
gentlemen, and four of them being for their acquittal, the impetuous Dixon 
was about to retire in difguft and indignation, at being thus thwarted in his 
career of blood. But unfortunately at that critical moment, one Jack{fon, 
an Englifhman, a carver and gilder, (the narrator of the Wexford cruelties) 
and one O’Connor, an organift, threw themfelves on their knees to Captain 
Dixon, acknowledged themfelves Orangemen, and ready to give every in- 
formation, provided their lives might be fpared. Dixon greedily availed 
himfelf of their propofal, as it afforded a new protpect of perpetrating his in- 
fernal defiens. Ile inftantly addreffed the people affembled before the gaol, 
fiating, that two Orangemen had become informers, and that proceeding to 
trial was therefore unneceffary, as the evidence of thefe men muit be con- 
clufive. It may eafily be conceived, that, on this communication, horribly 
vociferated by Dixon, and re-echoed by his wife, the populace became un- 
governable. The people inftantly approved of his plan, and demanded that 
all Orangemen fhould be fent out to them. Eigliteen intended for execu- 
tion were firit conducted from the gaol, under a ftrong guard, headed by 
Dixon, flanked by two Orange informers, whom he withed to exhibit as the 
grand fupport of his conduct. The fate of the prifoners was quickly decided, 
on their being conduéted to the bridge. The proccedings concerning them 
were funmmary indeed. It was afked, did any one know any good action of 
the intended victim fufficient to fave his lite? If no anfwer were made, the 
affertion of an individual of fome deed again{t the people, was conclufive | 
evidence of guilt, and immediately death was the confequencce, on this pri- 


mary denunciation by Captain Dixon.* 
When 


* The following letter of Dr. Caulfield, theugh not intended for publication, I have confidcred 
as too material to be fuppreifed from the public. It was written in the next month after the tra- 
gical fcene at Wexford. 

Wexford, July 31, 1798 
* To the Right Rey. Dr. Troy. 

“« IT is impoflible for me to gratify your curiofity, as I cannot colle&t or tc- 
colle& the particulars of our conduct, or the individuals we endeavoured to ferve or fave during 
three long weeks of tragical coufufion ; and if I could, I really feel that modefty and decency 

Would 
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We muft leave the tumultuary horrors of Wexford to follow the move- 
ments of the army, which led to the final liberation of that town from the 
ruthlefs 


e 


would forbid me, becaufe it would appear, that we claimed gratitude from the individuals, and 
zcknowledgments from the public, which as it ftrikes me would appear oftentatious and indeco- 
rous. Certain it is, we could name many, very many perfons, who, Iaprehend, would not be 
pleafed at feeing their names and religious profeflions publifhed by us. I can fay, there is not a 
Proteftant, Prefbyterian or Quaker in this town or adjoining baronies of Forth, Bargy, Keelmaler, 
Ballaghkeen, befides many from Ennifcorthy, and other more remote parts, who fled and flocked 
in here, except fuch as quitted the country, that did not call on us for proteétion, and that we 
were employed from morning till night writing. fpeaking, and pleading for them, to procure pro- 
tection from the leaders or chiefs of the infurreétion, and in general we fucceeded for the firft fort- 
night. After that, the evil fanguinary fpirit broke loofe, and no proteétion availed. Our houtes 


were conflantly thronged, and every part, garrets, back houfes, yards, every place filled with the 


people, their furniture, goods of all kinds. But, it foon became treafon to plead for protetion, 
for they were all Orangemen, and would deftroy us ali. In vain did we urge humanity, charity, 
religion, mercy. I declared, if any of them had killed my friend, my brother, or father, that I 
would prote& and fave him, if he threw himfelf on my mercy; for it was by fhewing mercy, that 
I could expe&t mercy myfelf. This condné& and language graduated mc equal to an Orangeman ; 
my houfe muft be pulled down or burnt, and my head knocked off. This laft fentence was boldly 
pronounced to my face, furrounded as I was by four or five thoufand pikes, fpears, or mufkets, 
when I was ftriving to fave Lord Kingtborough’s life, which we providentially effe€ted by gaining 
over a few of thofe rebels, who had influence over the reft. That taik engaged me from nine 
o'clock in the morning till eight in the evening, during which time I had not a moment’s reft, nor 
did I expeé it in this wicked world, and I was alone, 7. e. without any of the clergy with me the 
latter part of the day, except the Rev. James Roche, who moftly remained within doors with Lord 
Kingfborough. There were other priefts there too, from the country, but dared not fhew them- 
felves or fpeak, for fear of pikes, &c. I remained until the king’s army began to come in (it was 
Thurfday the 21ftof June), then I was in as perilous a fituation as ever, not knowing but an in- 
difcriminate flaughter might be their firfta€t. However, I fat down with Lord Kingfborough and 
fome others at his place of concealment to a bit of falt beef at the fall of night, and got a Captain 
Bourke of the North Cork militia, a worthy fellow, to efcort me home. Two days before this the 
demon of murder broke out, and a banditti as if difpatched from hell affailed the gaol and barrack, 
both crammed with prifoners, and called them out by dozens to be executed, andtwo prifon fhips in 
the harbour, to be brought out, twoothers to be executed on the bridge. The Rev. Mr. Corrin dined 
with me, for my cry to the clergy was, that we fhould keep together, living or dying; and at the 
clofe of dinner a ca‘l for him came from Mr. Kellet, who was brought from the fhip to the bridge 


forexecution. Ue ran with all fpeed, and found Kellett and feveral others waiting the awful mo- 


ment. He addreifed the wretches in the beft manner he could, warned them, that the blood they were 
fpilling anc to foil] muft thortly appear againtt them at the awful tribunal of God, and conjured them 
to itop, &c. &c, They did fo, Kellett and the reft were allowed to live, and after that there was no 

maffacre. 
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ruthlefs tyranny of the rebels. After the battle at Arklow the royal army re- 
mained fome days clofe within its quarters, fending out patroles with great 


maffacre. Some days before there was a fimilar.attack on the gaol, when Rev. Meffrs. Corrin and 
Broe happened to be there and prevented its intended effet. On the above mentioned day, Mr. 
Corrin went home with Mr. Kellett, and all I could do could not bring him to town for near a 
week, although I fent him General Lake’s protection. He had really pined away to a {keleton. 
My condition was, providentially for me, the reverfe; for I never felt myfelf more vigorous, and the 
more prefling the difficulty and the more imminent the danger the firmer and the more fteady was 
1. Ihad made up my mind to the worft at the fet out, and afterwards took every occurrence as pre- 
paratory to the fatal moment I apprehended, and thus continued in unimpaired health, till the week 
before the laft, when I was vifited by a painful complaint for fix days, but have got well rid of it, 
thank God. Indeed, the clergy of this town conduéted themfelves with zeal and ativity through 
the whole, except while on board the veffel in harbour to which they occafionally fled to efcape the 
fire, fury, &c. of the pikemen. When the rebels were defeated every where, and the king’s army 
was approaching, a gentleman, my clofe neighbour, came to me and told me, he would go out to 
meet them at the ritk of his life and reprefent me to the commanders as the prote¢tor of the pro- 
teftants, &c. I thanked him and faid, that government well knew my loyalty, and I was fatisfied 
gave proper inftruétions to the commanders, that I had nothing to fear from the king’s forces, except 
by a general conflagration, but, if neceffary, I would avail myfelf of his kind offices, &c. I men- 
tioned to you in a former letter my introduction to General Lake and his polite and kind attention to 
me, to the clergy, &c. His ftay was thort; but General Hunter, the day after hc came here, called 
on me. I can’t fay it was fo much a vifit, as a confidential friendly conference. He has occa 
fionally called on me fince in the fame confidential way, nor can I determine whcther he deferyes 
more credit for his found underflanding and judgment, or for his humane, compaflionate feelings. 
He knows the fpirit of prejudice prevailing here, as if he had lived many years among us. He con- 
demns it as inimical to peace, tranquillity, and the public good. In a word, Providence has fent 
him a protecting angel to us. Now, my dear friend, do not call on me for further general detail ; 
for I aifure you, it fickens me on recolle@tion, more than in the aCtual fuffering. Infundum amice, 
jubes renocare colorem. Through the whole I appeared publicly and with every degree of con- 
fidence, and for feveral days was ftopt in the ftreet at every ftep, to receive gratulations and thanks 
from the Proteftants, for having faved them. Withing you every happinefs, I remain, &c. 

P. S. I did not-go to the gaol or prifon fhip at all, nor did I hear of the horrid murders committed 
there, till the bloody fcene was over, and it was then too late. I could not find that there were 
more than two or three of this town engaged in the maffacres; for the townfmen had been that 
morning ordered out to camp near Ennifcorthy, and a horde of mifcreants, like fo many blood-hounds, 
ruthed in from the country, and fwore they would burn the town, if the prifoners were not given up 
‘o them; and, at the time there was not a force fufficient to reftrain them. Indeed, moft 
x the United men themfelves fhuddered at the horrid deeds. Lord Kingtborough, Meffrs. 
Kellett and Bland, and many other Proteftant gentlemen may be applied to for particular information 
evnceining my condu& and that of the Catholic clergy of this town, on and previous to the g1ft of 
Juse, when the king's army entered it. 


caution, 
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caution, at firft to a very fmall diftance, and afterwards gradually farther. 
At laft a troop of yeomen eayalry ventured fo far on the road toward Gorey 
as to approach near the rebel ftation on Afk Hill. This pott had been fo 
thinned by perpetual defertions, that not more than a hundred men fit for 
action were then remaining in it, and thefe without a leader. About half of 
them fled with precipitation at the approaeh of the cavalry ; the reft firipping 
to their fhirts that they might be more expedite for the bufineis, ran full 
{peed to charge the cavalry with their pikes: but the latter avoided the attack, 
and retreated to Arklow with expedition. Immediately after, the eountry 
about Gorey was evacuated by the rebels, to the exceflive joy of the loyalifts, 
on whom they lad been living at free quarter. 

The army, at laft, under Major General Needham, moved from Arklow to 
Gorey, on the Jgth of June, and thence towards Ennifcorthy.on the 20th, 
aecording to a eoncerted plan, eondueted by Lieutenant General Lake, that 
the great ftation of the rebels at Vinegar Hill fhould be furrounded by his 
majefiy’s forces, and attacked in all points at once. For this purpofe, different 
armies moved at the fame time from different quarters; one under Lieu- 
tenant General Dundas; another under Major Generals Sir James Duff and 
Loftus; that already mentioned from Arklow; and a fourth from Rofs, under 
Major Generals Johnfon and Euftace, who were to make the attack on the 
town of Ennifcorthy. The march of the army from Rofs was a kind of fur- 
prize to the bands of Philip Roche, on Lacken Lill, who fled in the utmoft con- 
fufion, leaving their tents and a great quantity of plunder behind; feparating 
into two bodies, one of which took its way to Wexford, the other to Vinegar 
Hill, where the Wexford infurgents were concentrating their foree. This 
eminence, with the town of Ennifcorthy at its foct, and the country for many 
miles round had been in poffeffion of the rebels from the 28th of May, 
during which time the faee of affairs had been indefcribably horrid. Of the 
haplefs prifoners, who had fallen into the hands of the rebels, fome were put 

to death when taken, but moft were dragged to Vinegar Hill, where, after a 
fham trial, often without any form of trial, many of them were fhot, or tranf- 
fixed with pikes; fome lathed, or otherwife barbaroufly treated before their 
final *execution. Reports have carried the numbers of men thus butchered 

on 


* The rebe] General Murphy experienced fimilar treatment from the army. He was tauntingly 
defired to work miracles, and otherwile fcoffed at and infulted by a young officer, who went the 
length 
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on this fatal fpot to about four hundred in all. The Rev. Mr. Gordon gives 
a fingular inftance of his own parith of Killegny, five miles to the fouth-weft 
of Ennifcorthy, from the general flaughter; not one proteftant of that parifh 
having been killed in the rebellion, nor a houfe burned. Thefe people fur- 
rounded on all fides before they were aware, found flight impracticable. 
Their prefervation he afcribes to their temporifing conformity with the Roman 
Catholic worfhip. The army employed to furround the rebel poft of 
Vinegar Hill, conftituted a force of about thirteen thoufand effeétive men, 
with a formidable train of artillery. With this force the whole infurgent 
army at this poft, in which lay the great ftrength of the rebellion, might 
have been completely furrounded. The attack began at feven o'clock on the 
morning of the 21ft, with a firing of cannon and mortars. All the divifions — 
were at their refpeétive pofts, except that of General Needham, who either 
from negleét or accident arrived not at his appointed pofition till nine, when 
the bufinefs was over. The rebels, after fuftaining the fire of the artillery and 
{mall arms for an hour and an half, abandoned their ftation and fled whiere tlie 
paflage lay open for them, which was the avenue intended to have been occu- 
pied by General Needham, moft of them direéting their courfe towards Wex- 
ford. Some hundreds were killed, who were found ftrageling from the main 
body after the battle; but moft of all the real rebels efeaped, and thofe who 
fell under the {words of the purfuers, were perfons who had been forced away 
contrary to their inclinations, or who took that opportunity of efcaping 
from the rebel army, or loval prifoners.* As thie flight of the rebels was pre- 
cipitate, they left behind them a great quantity of rich plunder, together with 
all their cannon, amounting to thirteen in number, of which three were fix- 
pounders. The lofs on the fide of the king’s forces was very inconfiderable, 


length of offering a moft indecent infult to his perfon, which fo irritated his feelings, that, though on 
the very brink of cternity, he doubled his fift and knocked down the officer at a blow ; upon which 
he was ummercifully flagellated and inftantly hanged. 

* Doétor Hill, of Saint John’s, near Ennifcorthy, a gentleman highly efteemed by all his acquain- 
tance, was with his two brothers, within a hair’s breath of augmenting the number of flaughtered 
loyalifts on this occafion. “‘Thefe three gentlemen, who had been prifoners with the rebels, and in 
the moft imminent danger of their lives, ran for prote€tion to the firft whom they faw of the royal 
troops, and thefe happened to be Heflians. Three of thefe protectors immediately put their cocked 
piftols to the heads of the three gentlemen, when a pikeman, running at full fpeed pait them to 
efcape from other foldiers, diverted their attention for the moment: they thought proper to difpatch 
him firft, but he led them fuch a chafe as faved the gentlemen. 

Mow. IT. ae though 
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though one oftiecr, Lieutenant Sandys, of the Longford Militia, was killed, 
and four others {lightly wounded, Colonel King of the Sligo regiment, Co- 
lonel Vefey of the county of Dublin regiment, Lord Blaney, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Cole.* 

Eunifcorthy being thus recovered after having been above three weeks in 
the hands of the rebels, many loyalifts init were relieved from a dreadful fiate 
of terror. Excefies, as muft be expected in fueh a ftate of affairs, were com- 
mitted by the foldiery, particularly by the Heffian troops, who made no 
diftinétion between loyalifts and rebels. The moft remarkable aét of this 
kind was the firing of a houfe, which had been ufed as an hofpital by the re- 
bels, in which numbers of fick and wounded who were unable to efcape from 
the flames, were burned to afhes.f 

The town of Wexford was relieved on the fame day with Ennifcorthy, Bri- 
gadier General Moore, according to the plan formed by General Lake, having 
made a movement towards that quarter from the fide of Rofs on the 19th, 
with a body of twelve hundred troops, furnifhed with artillery; and having 
direéted his march to Taglmon, in his intended way to Ennifcorthy, on the 
20th, was, on his way thither, between one and two o'clock in the afternoon, 
attacked bya large force of the enemy from Wexford, perhaps five or fix thou- 
fand, near a place called Goff’s Bridge, not far from Hore Town. After an 
action, which continued till near eight, the rebels were repulfed with con- 


* Great difcontents prevailed in the army upon General Needham’s conduét on this as on a for- 
mer occafion. Nox nofrum ef, to inftitute a court of enquiry upon thofe, whofe condué has been 
commended by the commanding officer. It has raifed a perfonal contcft between Sir Richard Muf- 
grave and Mr. Gordon. The general has not a very powerful or perfuafive advocate. The far- 
caftical appellations which became general after the action of the late General Needham and Gencral 
Needham’s gap, thew on which fide the mafs of inculpation lay. The following, however, is the 
official account given by General Lake, and publifhed by government, of as much of that tran faction 
as General Needham was or ought to have been engaged in. ‘‘ Lieutenant General Dundas com- 
‘* manded the centre column, fupported by a column upon the right under Major Generals Sir 
*¢ James Duff and Loftus; a fourth column upon the left, was commanded by the Honorable Major 
“© General Needham. To the determined fpirit, with which thefe columns were conducted, and the 
‘© great gallantry of the troops, we are indebted for the fhort refiftance of the rebels, who main- 
‘* tained their ground obftinately for the time above mentioned, but on perceiving the danger of 
“* being furrounded, they fled with great precipitation. 

+ The Rev. Mr. Gordon fays, he was informed by a furgeon, that the burning was accidental, the 
bed clothes having been fet on fire by the wadding of the foldier’s guns, who were fhooting the pa- 
tients in their beds. 

fiderable 
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fiderable flaughter, and not without fome lofs on the other fide. By the evo- 
lutions of the foldiery, and the rebels want of fubordination to their chiefs, 
their pikemen were prevented from coming into a¢tion; fo that no more 
than five hundred and fixty of their gun-men were really engaged. Yet the 
combat was long doubtful. 

Joined by two regiments under Lord Dalhoufie, the army took poft on the 
field of battle; and on the morning of the 21{t was proceeding to Taghmon, 
when Captain M‘Manus, of the Antrim, and Lieutenant Hay, of the North 
Cork militia, who had been prifoners with the rebels, arrived with propofals 
from the inhabitants of Wexford to furrender the town, and to return to their 
allegiance, provided their lives and properties fhould be guaranteed by the 
commanding ofticer. To thefe propofals, which were forwarded to lis fuperior 
commander, no anfwer was returned by General Moore; but, inftead of pro- 
ceeding to Taghmion, he immediately direéied his march to Wexford, and 
ftationed his army within a mile of that town. 

We left Wexford contaminated with the butchery of fome unfortunate 
prifoners, to which Father Corrin had, by his exertions, put a ftop for that 
day.* It has been the conftant affertion or aflumption of moft writers upon 


thefe 


* Mr. Edward Hay, who was an eye-witnefs and a principal ator in many of the moft impor- 
tant tranfactions at Wexford, has given the following account of the extent of this bloody fcene on 
the 20th of June (p. 220.) : 

“¢ Dreadful and fhocking events are moft fubje& to mifreprefentations, as individuals will imagine 
exceffes according to their feveral feelings ; and although it is confidently aiferted, that ninety- 
feven were put to death on the bridge, I have good reafon to believe that thirty-five was the num- 
ber that fuffered. Among the various occupations affumed by different perfons in the courfe of this 
melancholy cataftrophe, one man, in a moft audible voice, counted the victims one by one, as they 
were put to death ; and I have further reafon to believe, that thirty-five was the exact number of 
fufterers on the bridge, and one at the gaol door ; amounting in all, that day in Wexford, to thirty- 
fix ; as on moft particular enquiry, even with the help of the lifts publithed, as well as from per- 
fonal knowledge, I am enabled to know, that feveral who are ftated to have been facrificed on the 
bridge that day, fuffered not then, nor there, nor at all in Wexford ; fo that I hope humanity 
will induce a future retractation of the lifts alluded to, not only as the affertors have been evidently 
impofed upon, but as alfo their publication mutt help to keep up thofe animofities, which they pro- 
fefs they do not wifh to encourage. But, if writers will perfift in publifhing thofe lifts, why not, 
for the fake of general and true information, publith the number of the killed and wounded, by 
whatever means, on both fides ; fince it muift ftamp the charafter of a partizan to detail but one 

5c? fide 


756 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


thefe fcenes, that on the next day every drop of Proteftant blood in Wexford 
was to have been fpilled. True it may be, that the ferocious Dixon, who, 
with his affaffins intoxicated with revenge, fury and whifkey, had let out fo 
much innocent blood on that day, had not been fatiated, and that they voci- 
ferated their infernal projeét of continuing the immolations on the next day. 
But fufiice it for the hiftorian faithfully to narrate the faéts that have exifted. 
Although it be allowed on all hands that Father Corrin put a ftop to thefe in- 
human butcheries, about feven o’clock in the evening, it has appeared to many 
perfons, that the * Roman Catholic clergy cannot be exculpated from the im- 
putation at lea{t of not preventing thefe maffacres, as it is natural ta conclude, 
that their influence upon the rebels muft have been as great at two as it was 
at feven of the clock of the fameday. The reply of Dr. Caulfield to the mif- 
reprefentations of Sir Richard Mufgrave, not only contains much hiftorical 
information, but furnifhes the only {pecies of refutation, which the ftrifeft 
hiftorical juftice can require. The evidence of the party will have its weight 
with the candid public, according to the credit it deferves. This writer 
(Sir Richard Mufgrave) proceeds, and quotes from Mr. George Taylor's 
liiftory of the Rebellion, in the county of Wexford: ‘ That while this work 
“ was going on, a rebel captain, being fhocked at the cries of the viétims, ran 
“ to the Popith bifhop, who was then drinking wine, with the utmoft com- 
“ pofure, after dinner: and knowing that he could ftop the maffacre fooner 


fide of the queftion ? On that ever-to-be-lamented day, there are many, who ran great rifque of per- 
fonal fafety in becoming advocates for the unfortunate - I with I could learn of as many, who ex- 
hibited equal proof of fincerity in favour of the haplefs and ill-fated people ! Were this the cafe, I 
verily believe I fhould not have to relate the dreadful defolation in the county of Wexford.” 

* More faith may perhaps be given to what Charles Jackfon relates of others than of himfelf, 
particularly as to the means of faving his own life: his teflimony of the conduét of the Roman Ca- 
tholic clergy is very explicit. ‘* The conduét of the Roman Catholic clergy of Wexford cannot be 
too much commended. The titular Bifhop Caulfield, Father Corrin, Father Broe, and indeed the 
whole of the priefts and friars of that town, on all occafions, ufed their intereft and cxerted their 
abilities in the caufe of humanity. Every Sunday, after mafs, they addreffed their audiences, and 
implored them in the moft earneft manner not to ill treat their prifoners, and not to have upon their 
confciences the refleCtion of having fhed innocent blood. When they heard of executions going 
forward, they flew to the fpot, and by every intreaty endeavoured to refcve the vidiims from de- 
ftruction. Sometimes they fucceeded; and, when they failed, they fhewed fufficiently how fenfi- 
bly they felt for the unhappy perfons they could not fave. The gallant Lord Kingfborough owed 
his life to the refolute interpofition of the Catholic bifhop.” 

“ than 
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than any other perfon, entreated him, for the mercy of God, to come and 
fave the prifoners. He in a very unconcerned manner replied, ‘it was no 
affair of his; and requefted the captain would fit down and take a glafs of 
wine with him,’ adding, ‘ that the people muft be gratified :’ the captain 


Fenmied,” &c. &c.” 


To this public, folemn, and hateful charge, Dr. Caulfield thus publicly, 


folemnly, and pointedly replies : 


“ Now I folemnly declare to God and man, that no fuch captain or man 
came or applied to me; and that any captain or man (or even Mr. Taylor 
himfelf) who gave fuch information, gave a falfe and unfounded one. 
“Then comeson: ‘ Mrs, O'Neil went to the doctor to complain of the mur- 
der of her nephew, Mr. Turner, on the bridge ; he was one of the firft per- 
fons taken out of the prifon-fhip; yet Doctor Caulfield did not interfere, 
nor did Mr. Corrin, though he was- prefent, until Mr. Kellet fent a mef- 
fenger for him; and there were many perfons mafiacred in the interval be- 
tween Mrs. O’Neil’s complaint, and the deliverance of Mr. Kellet.’. The 
real faét is, that Mrs. O’Neil only lamented the aétual previous murder of 
her nephew, Edward Turner, but did not mention the death, the murder, 
or maffacre of any other individual, much lefs a general maffacre. She was 
not many minutes gone, when a meffenger came to Mr. Corrin from Mr. 
Kellet, who, he faid, was then on the bridge: Mr. Corrin went out to 
fpeak to the meffenger, and returned in great fright and horror to tell me 
the meflage, and ran off fpeedily: nor did this meflenger, in his hurry, 
mention any other to be killed, or in danger, but Mr. Kellet alone. So 
that I can with a clear confcience repeat what I faid before; and now fo- 
lemnly proteft and declare in the prefence of Almighty God, my awful 
judge, and of the court of heaven, that I was abfolutely ignorant of that 
maffacre being intended, or perpetrated, until fome hours after it had 
ceafed. Nor did I fee or hear of a* black flag that day, however incre- 
“ dible 


* Mr. Hay, p. 222, gives the following account of the black flag: ‘‘ The black flag that ap- 
peared in Wexford on that day is, among other things, talked of with various chimerical con- 
je&tures, and its nctoriety as denouncing maffacre has been confidently recorded ; notwithftand- 
ing that it is an abfolute fact, that this identical black flag was, throughout the whole infurrec- 
tion, borne by a particular corps, and the carrying of banners of that colour was by no means a 
fingular circumfiance during that period, as flags of that and every other hue, except orange, 
were waved by the infurgents; and from their different dyes ingenious conjetures, however 

** ground- 
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dible it may appear to Sir Richard, for I kept moftly in my own houfe (and 
particularly that day), except when I was fent for by fome proteftant neigh- 
‘* bour; and my refidence is adjoining the town wall, and fhut in from the 
“ ftreet, of which Ihave no view, nor of the town, except of the tops of a 
‘“* few houfes, and even them, for the moft part, outfide the town: fo that 
“ as I ain feldom out, I feldom know what pafies in the ftreet or town, until 
“© Tam informed by others.’* 

The following hiftorical account is given by Dr. Caulfield himfelf of the 
tranfactions of the 21ft of June ; which, abftracting from the perfonal refpec- 
tability of his charaéter, cannot be fuppofed to have been falfely given with 
fo much folemn notoriety in defiance of thoufands of eye-witnefles amongft 
whom he was to continue, as he ftill does, to abide, with the folace and fup- 
port of unimpeachable veracity and honour :— 

“+ Having received a moft prefling meflage from Lord Kingfborough and 
* Captain Keugh, early on the morning of Thurfday the 21{t of June, 1798, 
** T haftened to them, to the houfe of Robert Meyler, where Lord Kingfbo- 


a 
a 


groundlefs, for the maintenance of prejudice, may be made as to the feveral difpofitions of the 
bodies who moved under them, as little founded in fact or intention, as was the original deftina- 


a 
n 
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tion of the black enfign in queftion.” 
* This ftatement of Dr. Caulfield is confirmed by the following oath of Mr. Corrin.—For fome 
other oaths and declarations upon this fubje&t, vide Appendix, No. CXV. 

County of Wexford to wit.]|—Rev. John Corrin, of Wexford, came before me this day, and made 
a voluntary and folemn oath on the Holy Evangelifts, that Do€tor Caulfield dined at home in his 
own houfe on Wednefday the 20th of June, 1798, and this deponent dined with him there on the 
fame day: that this deponent verily believes, that DoGtor Caulfield was not apprifed of the maffacre 
perpetrated on the bridge of Wexford on that day, until it had ceafed: that he would have pre- 
vented that and all other murders and atrocious a€ts committed during the late horrid rebellion, had 
he the power to do fo. This deponent further fwears, that being out of town on duty, that day, 
from twelve o’clock to a quarter paft four in the evening, he was not apprifed of any one having 
been murdered on that day, until fome time after his return Mrs. Catherine O'Neil, alias Goodhall, 
canie to Dr, Caulfield’s, and told the do@tor and him, that her nephew, Edward Turner, had jutt 
been killed, without mentioning any general maffacre, which this deponent had no knowledge of, 
until receiving a prefling meffage from Mr. Kellet, he haftened to the bridge, where he perceived 
feveral devoted viétims, who, after this deponent had on his knees with tears and entreaties ad- 
dreiied the furious rabble, were all by Divine Providence fpared.” 

Sworn before me this 10th day of April, 1801, Joun Corrin. 

Joun LYsTER. 
+ Report p. 15. 
* rough 
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« rough was ftilla prifoner. On my arrival, Captain Keugh told me, he had 
« that morning given up the government of the town to Lord Kingiborough, 
« and the mayoralty to Dr. Jacob; they both told me the rebels were beaten 
« and routed everywhere, and were pouring into the town by thoufands, from 
“ all quarters; that if they continued any time in the town, thev would pro- 
“ ceed to murder all the prifoners, as they had declared the day before ; and 
“ that if the troops fhould overtake them in town, tliey would make a general 
“ flaughter of them, and perhaps indifcriminately of the inhabitants, and re- 
“ duce the town to afhes: that the only means of preventing thefe thocking 
“ difafters, was to get the rebels out of town; that a ftrong reprefentation of 
“ their own danger, and of Lord King{borough’s negociations with the mili- 
“ tary commanders and government, would have more weight with the 
‘“¢ rebels than any exhortations or confideration of duty. They then called 
“on and conjured me to exert myfelf, and to call the reft of the cleigy to 
“‘ help me to prevail on the rebels, as they came in, to leave the town, for 
“ their own and the general fafety. 

“ Tn this ftate of things, I did not fkulk or fly (as perhaps I might), I im- 
“ mediately fent to the clergy ; they came to aflift me, and not only they, 
“ but many or moft of the Roman Catholic inhabitants of Wexford, loyal 
“men, (though fome to fave themfelves had been obliged to appear as rebels) 
“ nay even real profeffed rebels aided us. Mr. Perry, the notable Captain 
“ Dixon, &c. helped us; we did our utmoft from nine or ten in the morning 
“ to the going down of the fun, and under God, we fucceeded in prevailing 
“ on the rebels to leave the town ; and thereby prevented all the mifchief and 
“ misfortunes, which might and probably would attend and follow from their 
*“ remaining init. There was no prifoner put to death, no Proteftant mur- 
“ dered, no houfes burnt, (though feveral of the rebels threatened, and fome 
“ of them attempted to fet fire to the town) no difatter took place, all was 
* faved, prifoners, proteftants, inhabitants, and the town were fafe. 

* When the occafion, the only onc, and the circumftances oecurred in 
which I thought I could act with fome effect, I fet out with all the energy 
“ of my mind and body, regardlefs of my own life, (which was repeatedly in 
imminent danger) or of any other confideration than that before me, the 


n 
n 
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common fafety. I traverfed many thoufand rebels on that day, exhorting, 
* befeeching, fometimes ftanding in a wood of pikes, or ftriving to walk 
“ through them, and fometimes on my knees, conjuring them to depart ; 
“ thofe 


s 
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ce 


thofe who came in lateft were the moft obftinate, fanguinary, and infuriate, 
on whom we could hardly make any imprefiion; fo that from conftant and 
vehement {peaking, I got quite hoarfe, and from unremitted exertion I be- 
came fo cxhaufted, fo languid and faint, that I defpaired of effecting my 
purpofe, and would have given it up, were it not that the people of the 
town and many rebels of more humanity and reafon {till prefled me to con- 
tinue. I did fo until the fquare, the ftreets, the town was cleared of rebels, 
except that a few ftragglers might have lurked in private houfes. Such 
was my conduét on that memorable and fortunate day. ‘ 

“ The tranfaction, to which I here refer, was public and notorious. I call 
upon any perfon who can, to controvert the truth of my ftatement. Before 
I clofe this narrative, Imuft add, that the reprefentations made fo fuccefs- 
fully by the clergy, upon this occafion, would have produced little effe& 
whilft the rebels eutertained fanguine hopes of fuccefs, much lef$ whilft they 
were elated and rendered confident by an appearance of victory. When 
we addreffed them, they were routed, and their force broken by difafters ; 
applying ourfelves to them at that critical moment, and holding out to them 
a profpeét of pardon, which was the only hope they could indulge in fuch 
circumftances, we were the inftruments under God of foftening the unruly 
multitude into forbearance. 

‘* It is obvious that Lord Kingfborough might have been fpared or faved, 
for reafons or circumftances that did not operate for others, or for any 
other individual. He was a nobleman of intereft and confequence, an im- 


‘ portant hoftage, a military man treating with military commanders for fa- 


vourable terms for the rebels ; thefe circumftances and confiderations did 
not attend or attach to other individuals, and which muft have weight with 


* even a rebel in his ferious and cool fenfes, particularly in fo perilous a fitu- 


ation. Ifence I think it fair to fay, that his lordfhip might have been 
fpared, though others had fuffered. But, thank God, the truth is, no one 
fuffered on that day or occation.’* 

Lord 


* The Rev. Mr. Gordon is called upon by Dr. Caulfield in his reply (p. 19) if he cannot deny 


with effect, which he defies him to do, the ftatement which he folemnly declared to be the abfolute 
truth, that he would change or withdraw his hypothetic argument and invidious conclufion: probably 


alluding to the fuppofed or affumed poffibility of preventing the maffacres, at two o'clock, by the per- 
fons who had influence enough to ftop them ai even. Mr. Gordon in his 2d edition fays, (p. 186) 


‘© T have 
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Lord Kingfborough certainly was confidered by the rebel chiefs as a va- 
luable hoftage ; and perhaps if they had fully availed themfelves of this ad- 
vantage, fome terms might have been obtained in their favor; though of the 
lives of hoftages no account feems to have been made by many of the com- 
manders of his majefty’s troops. The offers of furrender tranfimitted by Cap- 
tain M‘Manus, and forwarded by General Moore to his fuperior, were dif- 
dainfully rejeéted by General Lake, who returned for anfwer, that no terms 
could be granted to rebels in arms, but that the deluded multitude might 
have peace and prote¢tion when their arms and leaders fhould have been de- 
livered into his hands. 

Enfign Harman of the North Cork, who was fent with Mr. Carthy by Lord 
Kingfborough on a fecond miffion to General Moore, was intercepted 
and fhot, almoft as foon as he had quitted the town, by one Timothy Whelan. 
a furious maniac, who having fhot Enfign Harman, f{napped a piftol at Mr. 


*¢ T have apparently no right, and therefore no inclination to deny the Do@or's (Caulfield) ftate- 
“* ment.” He then refers to his own Appendix, No. 5, which contains a letter from Dr, Caulfield 
to a Magiftrate, which appeared much in his favour, and which may alfo be feen in the Appendix ta 
this work, No. CXVI. Upon this fubje€t Mr. Gordon had thus argued (p. 183) which had 
diffatisfied Dr. Caulfield : ‘* Much has been written in the accufation and defence of the Romifh 
** clergy of Wexford, who are faid to have refufed to interfere until five hours of butchery had 
“* elapfed, and the news of the menacing movements of the king’s forces arrived; though their in- 
“* fluence might be fuppofed as powerful at two o'clock, when the maffacre commenced, as at 
** feven. I muft confefs myfelf incompetent to form an accurate judgment in this controverfy : to 
“* attempt to ftop the flaughter of real or fuppofed rebels, where the loyalifts were vi€torious, would 
“* have been not only altogether fruitlefs in a Proteftant clergyman, but even extremely dangerous 
“* to his perfonal fafety. Certainly the influence of the Romith clergy over their followers (which, 
«* however, feems at prefent in a ftate of decline) is beyond all comparifon greater than that of the 
“« Proteftant over theirs; yet to what extent that influence might, among fo infuriate a rabble, 
** have been fafely or fuccefsfully exerted ; or how far conftitutional timidity, or well grounded 
“* fear, may be juftly admitted as a plea, I cannot pretend to determine. Dr. Caulfield, the Romifh 
** bifhop, fucceeded, with apparently extreme difficulty, in his endeavours to refcue from the al- 
** fafins, Lord Kingfborough, Colonel of the North Cork regiment of militia, who had rendered 
“« himfelf particularly an obje& of hatred, at leait, to the rebels, by ations, concerning the utility 
‘* of which to theloyal party I fhall not prefume to give judgment, but leave the decifion to the loy- 
“© alifts of Wexford, who faw the example which he fet, and the difcipline which he maintained in 
" the regiment. The limitation of the Dottor’s interference toa perfon of high rank, who might 
‘© in reverfe of fortune repay the fervice, has with feeming juftice been deemed by fome a proof 
“ of intercfied conduét ; and his fuccefs, in favour of fo obnoxious a fubject, an irrefragable ar- 
«* gument of his ability to fave many others.” 
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Carthy, who inftantly returned into town. This ruffian afterward had the au- 
dacity to attempt the life of Lord Kingfborough, in order to put an end at 
once toall accommodation; he would have been ordered for inftant execution 
by the chiefs, but for fear of irritating the great body of the populace, too 
ready in fuch perturbed times to miftake defperation for heroifm, and to fubfti- 
tute inftant vengeance‘upon the unrefifting for zeal and prowefs in the gene- 
ral caufe. 

After the evacuation of Wexford by the main body of the rebels, Father 
Philip Roche, accompanied by three gentlemen of that denomination, met 
in his way out of town four men from the neighbourhood of Ennifcorthy, 
who faid, that they were going into Wexford to put the prifoners to death, 
fince others had not the courage to do it, while Roche with a drawn fword 
commanded them to turn back without entering the town, and one of them 
prefented a blunderbufs at him, and fwore that none fhould prevent them : 
the three gentlemen of Roche’s company fled, leaving him to contend alone 
with the four murderers. After a furious altercation the matter was com- 
pounded. The murderers took a folemn oath (and the low Irifh confider an 
oath to a prieft as peculiarly binding) that they wonld merely take a little re- 
frefhment, and immediately quit the town without the perpetration of any 
mifchicf. It cannot therefore be faid, that the dreadful apprehenfions of a 
general maffacre by the rebels before they evacuated the town, were altogether 
without reafon and grounds; though not founded either in the condué or 
principles of the leaders, or the fyftem or regular organization of their dif- 
cipline, as appears from the before mentioned proclamations. 

The infurgents were at length prevailed on, by the inceffant entreaties and 
exertions of their chiefs, to quit the town. They divided themfelves into 
two bodies: one under the command of the Reverend Philip Roche, march- 
ed into the barony of Forth, and encamped that night at Sledagh; the other, 
under the conduét of Meflieurs Fitzgerald, Perry, ead Edward Roche, pro- 
ceeded over the bridge to Peppard’s Caftle, where they took their ftation for 
that night. 

General Moore, availing himfelf of the retreat of the rebels, and having 
been informed by Captain Bourke of the peaceable difpofition of the Wex- 
ford people, had approached within two miles of the town, when Captain 
Boyd, the reprefentative of Wexford (now returning heme in General 
Moore’s train) made many cautious and minute inquirics, from Captain 
Bourke who had been come recently from that town, and having himfelf, 

from 
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from the commanding elevation of the road, obferved the retreat of the in- 
furgents over the bridge, entered the town attended with eight yeomen, 
almoft with as much precipitancy, as he had formerly abandoned it ; loudly 
declaring the army at his heels. The tace of the town was inftantly chang- 
ed; perfons, who but the moment before appeared anxious to demonftrate 
their friendfhip for the rebels, inftantaneoufly chanzed fides, and vied with 
each other in exhibiting fymptoms of their loyalty. General Moore, on 
confultation with Lord Kingfborough, thought it moft advifeable not to let 
his troops into the town, which it had previoufly been determined to anni- 
hilate before the negociation had been propofed ; fo that it required the ut- 
moft precaution to prevent its being plundered, facked and deftroyed. Ge- 
neral Moore took his ftation on the Windmill Hills, which completely com- 
manded the town. <A floop of war, and three gun-boats were fo ftationed, 
that Wexford was thoroughly invefted both by land and water. No fooner 
had the army entered the town, than all the wounded men in the hofpital were 
put to the fword, and fome of the ftraggling inhabitants loft their lives, not- 
withftanding the moft exprefs orders of General Moore, that no kind of excefs 
fhould be committed. 

Relying on the faith of Lord King{fborough’s promifes of complete pro- 
tection of perfons and properties, feveral remained in the town of Wexford, 
unconfcious of any reafon to apprehend danger; but they were foon taken 
up and committed to gaol. The Reverend Philip Roche had fuch confi- 
dence in thefe affurances, and was fo certain of obtaining fimilar terms for 
thofe under his command, that he left his force at Sledagh, in full hopes of 
being permitted to return in peace to their homes, and was on his way to 
Wexford unarmed, coming, as he thought, to receive a confirmation of the 
conditions, and fo little apprehenfive of danger, that he advanced within the 
lines, before he was recognized. He was inftantly dragged from his horfe, 
and in the moft ignominious manner taken up to the camp on the Windmill 
Hfills, pulled by the hair, kicked, buffeted, and at length hauled down to 
the gaol in fuch a condition as fearcely to be recognized. The people whom 
he had left, in expeétation of being permitted to return quietly home, wait- 
ed his arrival, but at laft being informed of his fate, they abandoned all idea 
of peace, and fet off under the command of the Reverend John Murphy to 
J’ook’s Mill, and fo on, through Scollaghgap, into the county of Carlow. 

l'rom the encampment at Ballenkeele, commanded by General Needham, 
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detachments were fent out to fcour the country. - They burned the Catholic 
chapel of Ballemurein, befides feveral houfes in the neighbourhood. The 
principal of thefe were that of Newpark, the feat of Mr. Fitzgerald, and that 
of Mr. Edmund Stafford, miftaking it for the dwelling of General Edward 
Roche. In ihort, death and defolation were fpread throughout the country, 
which was fearched and hunted fo feverely, that fearcely a man efcaped : 
the old and harmlefs fuffered, whilft they who had the ufe of thcir limbs and 
were guilty, had previoufly made off with the main body of the people. 
*The dead bodies feattered about, with their throats cut acrofs, and mangled 
in the moft thocking manner, exhibited fcenes exceeding the ufual horrors of 
war. The foldiery on this occafion, particularly the dragoons of General 
Ferdinand Hompefche, were permitted to indulge in fuch ferocity and brutal 
luft to the fex, that muft perpetuate hatred and horror of the army to genc- 
rations. . 

The northern part of the county of Wexford had been almoft totally de- 
ferted by all the male inhabitants on the 19th, at the approach of the army 
under General Needham. Some of the yeomanry, who had formerly de- 
ferted it, returned to Gorey on the 21ft, and on finding no officer of the 
army as was expected to command there, they, with many others, who re- 
turned along with them, feoured the country round, and killed great numbers 
in their houfes, befides all the ftragglers they met, moft of whom were making 
the beft of their way home unarmed from the infurgents, who were then 
believed to be totally difeomfited. Thefe tranfaétions being made known to 
a body of the infurgents, encamped at Peppard’s Caftle, on the 22d, they 
refolved to retaliate, and direétly marched for Gorey, whither they had other- 
wife no intention of proceeding. The yeomen and their affociates, upon the 
near approach of the infurgents, fled back with precipitation; and thence 
accompanied by many others, haftened toward Arklow, but were purfued as 
far as Coolereney, with the lofs of forty-feven men. The day was called 
bloody Friday. The infurgents had been exafperated to this vengeance by 
difcovering through the country as they came along, feveral dead men, with 
their ikulls fplit afunder, their bowels ripped open, and their throats cut 
acrofs, befides fome dead women and children: they even met the dead 
bodies of two women, about which their furviving children were creeping, 


* Hay’s Hiftory of the Infurreétion in the county of Wexford, p. 245. 
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and bewailing them! Thefe fights haftened the infurgent force to Gorey, 
where their exafperation was confiderably augmented by difcovering the pigs 
in the ftreets devouring the bodies of nine men, who had been hanged the 
day before, with feveral others recently thot, and fome ftill expiring. 

After the return of the infurgents from the purfuit, feverai perfons were 
found lurking in the town and brought before Mr. Vitzgerald, particularly 
Mr. Pippard, fovereign of Gorey; but from this gentleman’s age and refpec- 
tability, he was confidered incapable of being acceflary to the perpetration of 
the horrid cruelty, which provoked and prompted this fudden revenge, and 
he and others were faved, protected, and fet at liberty. At this critical 
time the news of the burning of Mr. Fitzgerald’s houfe, on fo trying an oc- 
cafion were remarkable ; forgetful of fuch great perfonal injury, he exerted 
his utmoft endeavours to reftrain the infurgents, who vociferated hourly for 
vengeance for their favorites, and fucceeded in leading them off from Gorey; 
when after a flight repaft, they refumed their intended route, refted that 
night at the White Heaps on Croghan mountain, and on the 23d fet off for 
the mountains of Wicklow. 

In the midft of thefe fcenes of blood and flaughter, it muft not be for- 
gotten, that the Marquis Cornwallis arrived in Dublin on the 20th of June, 
1798, with a plenitude of power exceeding that of his predeceffor, by the 
fupremacy of the military command having been fuperadded to the civil go- 
vernment of the country. This appointment in this critical junéture appears 
under providence to have been the immediate falvation of Ireland, not only 
by putting an immediate check upon the uncontrouled ferocioufnefs of the 
foldiery, by ftopping military executions, fufpending the fentences of courts 
martial till he had himfelf revifed the minutes, by converting the fyftem of 
coercion and terrorifm into that of conciliation, by gaining the affections of 
the people, by drawing upon himfelf the hatred of the Orangemen, by bring- 
ing to bear the incorporate Union with Great Britain, as the efficient means 
of redrefling popular grievances and cruthing the feeds of perpetual feuds 
and acrimony kept up chiefly by the fubfittence of Orangifin. Immediately 
upon his arrival, he affumed the reins of government. In the firft days of 
his adminiftration the old fyitem was completely aéted upon in the final fet- 
tlement of the Wexford rebellion. This inftantly convinced his excellency 
of the imperious neceflity of that total change of fyftem, which was foon after 
eftablithed throughout the kingdom, fo much to the honor of the chief go- 
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vernor and to the welfare of the Britifh empire. Thefe pofthumous aéts of 
the extorted fyftem of coercion in the final fcenes at Wexford, will be pro- 
perly noticed at prefent, before we draw the attention of the reader to the 
progrefs of the rebellion in other parts of the kingdom. 

After the total evacuation of the town of Wexford by the rebel forces, 
under a general confidence that their propofal and Lord Kingfborough’ un- 
dertaking would have been attended to-and obferved, General Lake enter- 
ed the town on the 22d of June, in the morning, and remained there with 
his ftaff for feveral days, in the houfe lately occupied by the rebel Governor 
Keugh. Although the town were providentially not delivered over to be 
facked and demolifhed by the military, yet almoft all the principal inhabi- 
tants were immediately taken up, confined to gaol, and arraigned for trea- 
fon. Captain Keugh had remained at Lord Kingfborough’s lodgings, and 
after the furrender of the town two centinels were placed on him there for two 
days, when he was removed to the gaol. Mr. Cornelius Grogan was taken 
at his feat at Johnftown where he had remained, unconfcious of any danger 
until conduéted to prifon. Mr. Bagenal Harvey had gone to his refidence at 
Bargycaftle, in plenary confidence that the terms agreed upon with Lord 
Kingfborough, would be ratified ; and under that conviction he fent fome 
fat cattle into Wexford for the ufe of the army; but learning from the mef- 
fenger who drove them thither, that no conditions whatever would be ob- 
tained, he haftened with the fatal news to Mr. Colclough. This gentleman 
had previoufly takew-his wife and child to one of the Saltee iflands, where he 
thought to have weathered out the ftorm of the angry time in a cave, which 
he had reforted to for concealment. hither Mr. Harvey alfo repaired ; they 
were all foon difcovered, and the news of their being taken arrived in Wex- 
ford, while they were making the harbour ina boat. ‘This attracted a great 
number of people to the quay, curious to fee them brought in, and amidft 
this concourfe Mr. Harvey, and Mr. Colclough and his lady were landed. 
The gentlemen were then led through the gazing multitude to the gaol, where 
they were confined in the condemned cells. 

A court martial was infiituted for the trial of prifoners on charges of trea- 
fon. The Reverend Philip Roche was the firft tried and condemned by this 
tribunal. Captain Keugh was the next put on his trial, at which he made 
a very able defence, but was alfo condemned. The entrance of the wooden 
bridge was the fcene fixed on for the place of execution. ‘The large ftature 
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of the Reverend Philip Roche caufed the rope he was hauled up with to break ; 
but another was foon procured, and his life was ended with double torture. 
The head of Captain Keugh was feparated from his body, and placed on a 
pike over the frontof the court houfe. Their bodies, together with thofe of 
others executed at the fame time, were {tripped and treated with the utmofit 

brutality and indecency, previous to their being thrown over the bridge. 
Mr. Grogan was brought to trial on the 26th, but the evidence, which he 
hoped to obtain of his innocence, did not attend on account of the general 
apprehenfion that prevailed. His trial was therefore pofiponed, and he was 
remanded to gaol. Mr. Harvey was then put on his trial, which lafted for 
the beft part of the day, and ended in his condemnation. Mr. Grogan’s 
trial was then refumed; but this he did not expeét until the next day, and 
confequently he had not been able to procure all the neceffary evidence. It 
was indeed proved, that he was forced to join the infurgents, but this did not 
prevent a fentence of conviétion. The condemnation of thefe gentlemen was 
afterwards confirmed by the Irifh parliament, which pafled an act of attain- 
der againft them, and a confifcation of their properties; on the parliamentary 
enquiry into the merit of thefe proceedings, it appeared that the court mar- 
tial had not been even fworn: Mr. Grogan has been confidered by very 
many as facrificed to the violent temper of the times. On the 27th Mefirs. 
Harvey, Grogan, and Mr. Patrick Prendergaft, a rich maltfter in Wexford, 
were ordered out to execution. They were conducted to the bridge, and 
there hanged; the heads of Mefirs. Grogan and Harvey were cut off and 
placed upon pikes upon each fide of that of Captain Keugh; their. bodies 
were ftripped and treated with the ufual brutal indecencies, before they were 
caft over the bridge! Mr. Colclough was tried on the fame day and con- 
demned. On the next day he was executed, but his body, at the interceffion 
of his lady, was given up to her to be interred. Mr. John Kelly of Killan, 
whofe courage and intrepidity had been fo confpicuous at the battle of Rofs, 
now lay ill in Wexford, of a wound which he had received in that engage- 
ment; he was taken prifoner from his bed, tried and condemned to die, and 
brought on a car to the place of execution, his head was cut off, and his 
body, after the accuftomed indignities, was thrown over the bridge. The 
head, however, was referved for other exhibition. It was firft kicked about 
on the cuftom houfe quay, and then brought up into the town, thrown up 
aud treated in the fame manner oppofite the houfe in which his fifter lodged, 
in 
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in order that fle might witnefs the favage fport and horrid fpeétacle: the 
head was afterwards placed above that of Captain Keugh, over the door of 
the court houfe. 

With this laft bloody fcene at Wexford the reign of terrorifm may properly 
be faid to have clofed. On the 28th of June General Lake was ordered from 
Wexford, and a new fyftem of mercy and conciliation was ferioufly entered 
upon. General Hunter, upon whom the command at Wexford fell on the 
departure of General Lake, found that the only feverity he had to exercife 
was upon the gentry and yeomanry, whofe fanguinary and vindictive exer- 
tions, it became neceffary to check, left the people fhould be goaded into a 
relapfe. He foon gained the affections and gratitude of the people, who in 
confequence of that change of meafures flocked in fhoals to furrender their 
arms, take out prote¢tions, and return to their homes in peace. 

The province of Ulfter, where infurreétion had been moft of all dreaded, 
and where from the fpirit of the inhabitants it would, if extenfive, have been, 
the moft formidable, had hitherto remained undifturbed. On the 7th of 
June, a meeting of magiftrates having been appointed in the town of Antrim 
for the prevention of rebellion, the infurgents, with defign of feizing their 
perfons, attacked the town at two o’clock in the afternoon, and foon over- 
powering the troops within it, very nearly gained poffeffion. Major Géneral 
Nugent, who commanded in that diftriét having received intelligence of the 
intended rifing, had ordered a body of troops to march to Antrim, who ar- 
rived after the rebels had taken poffeffion of the town. They then attaeked 
the infurgents in the town, but their van guard, confifting of cavalry, being 
repulfed with the lofs of twenty three men killed and wounded, of which 
three were officers, Colonel Durham wlio commanded the troops, brought the 
artillery to batter the town, which obliged the infurgents to abandon it, to- 
gether with a fix pounder which they had brought with them, and two cur- 
ricle guns which they had taken from the king’s army. They were purfued 
towards Slane’s caftle and Randal’s town with confiderable flaughter; on this 
day Lord O’Neil was mortally wounded.* <A fmall body made an unfuccefsful 
affault on the town of Larne and fome feeble attempts were alfo made at Bal- 
lymenaand Ballycaftle. The main body of thefe northern infurgents retired to 


* He had ridden into the town to attend the meeting of the magifirates, not knowing that the 
rebels were in poffeflion of it. He fhot one who had feized the bridle of his horfe, after which he 
was dragged from his faddle, and fo wounded with pikes that he died in a few days. 
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Donegar hill, where, difgufted with their want of fuecefs and other circum- 
fiances, they agreed to furrender their arms, and almoft all of them difperfed. 

On the sth of June another body of infurgents in the county of Down 
near Saintfield, under the command of a Dr. Jackfon, fet fire to the houfe 
of aman named Mackee, an informer againft the United Irifhmen. They 
placed themfelves the next day in ambufcade, and nearly furrounded a body 
of troops under Colonel Stapleten, confifting of York fencibles and yeomen 
cavalry, of whom they killed about fixty: the infantry, however, on whom 
the cavalry had been driven back in confufion, rallying with a coolnefs not 
very common in this war, diflodged and difperfed the rebels, and after a ftay 
of two hours on the field of battle, retreated to Beltaft. 

Little difcouraged by this defeat, in which their lofs was very fmall, the 
rebels reaffembled, and took poft at Ballynahinch on the Windmill hill, and 
at the houfe and in the demefne of Lord Moira. On the 12th General Nu- 
gent marching from Belfaft, and Colonel Stewart from Downpatrick, formed 
with fifteen hundred men a junétion near the Windinill hill, of which they 
gained poffeflion, together with the town, which before the aétion, they wan- 
tonly fet on fire. The aétion was maintained about three hours with artillery 
with little or no execution, at length the Monaghan regiment of militia, 
pofted with two field pieces at Lord Moira’s great gate, was attacked with 
fuch determined fury by the pikemen of the infurgents, that it fell back in 
confufion on the Iillfhorough cavalry; they likewife fell back in diforder. 
The want of difcipline in the infurgents loft what their valor had gained. 
The difordered troops found means to rally, while the Argylefhire fencibles, 
entering the demefne, were making their attack on another fide. The infur- 
‘gents, confufed and diftraéted, retreated up the Ill, and making a ftand at 
the top, at a kind of fortification, defended the poft for fome time with great 
courage, but at length gave way and difperfed in all directions. Their lofs 
exceeded a hundred; that of the reyal army not above half that number. 
The main body of thefe infurgents retired to the mountains of Slyeeve Croob, 
where they foon furrendered or feparated, returning to their feveral homes; 
and thus terminated this fhort and partial, but active infurrection in the 
north, in the courfe of which fome flighter aétions had taken place, particu- 
larly at Portaferry, where they were repulfed by the yeomanry; they alfo fet 
fire to a revenue eruizer in which forty men perifhed. On the fubfiding of 
this loeal infurgeney in the north caftern quarter of the ifland, another in- 
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furgency of lefs force commenced in the oppofite fouth weftern quarter, in the 
county of Cork. The principal aétion, and the only one, which government 
has thought proper to communicate to the public, took place near the vil- 
lage of Ballynafcarty, where on the 19th of June, two hundred and twenty 
men of the Weftmeath regiment of militia, with two fix pounders, under the 
command of their Lieutenant Colonel, Sir Hugh O'Reilly, were attacked on 
their march from Clognakelty to Bandon, by a body of between three and 
four hundred men, armed almoft all with pikes. This was only a part of the 
rebel force, here placed in ambufh in a very advantageous pofition. The at- 
tack was made from an height on the left of the column, fo unexpectedly and 
rapidly, that the troops had fcarcely time to form; and at that critical mo- 
ment, a hundred men of the Caithnefs legion arrived on the fpot and by a 
brifk fire, helped to put the affailants to flight: their lofs amounted to be- 
tween fifty and a hundred men; that of the royal troops, by the commander’s 
account, only to a ferjeant and one private. 

Fortunately for the country, the new fyftem of moderation gained ground 
through the moft difturbed parts of the country, and carried with it the hap- 
pieft effe@s. General Hunter, at Wexford, Brigadier General Grofe, ftati- 
oned under him at Ennifcorthy, and General Gafcoyne, quartered at Rofs 
with the Coldftream regiment of Guards, exhibited the blefied effeéts of the 
reverfe of that fyftem of coercive feverity, which had been produétive of fo 
much evil to that unfortunate country. 

The main body of the Wexford infurgents, fuppofed to be fifteen thoufand 
in number, having loft moft of thofe leaders who were men of education and 
property, direéted its march, under Father John Murphy, north-weftward to 
Scollogh-gap, an opening in the great ridge of Mount Leinfter, which fepa- 
rates the counties of Wexford and Carlow, with intention to penetrate into 
Kilkenny, in hopes of raifing the colliers about Caftlecomer, who had been in 
a fiate of difturbance in the year 1793: upon entering the gap, they difperfed 
fome troops, who oppofed their progrefs, and burned the little town of Killed- 
mond. They alfo defeated a fimall body of the ath dragoon guards, and of 
the Wexford militia, who difturbed their paffage over the river Barrow; fome 
few were killed, and twenty-feven taken prifoners, of whom, feven con- 
demned as Orange-men, were fhot. This horrible function, it is reported, 
their fellow foldiers were forced to execute. Major General Sir Charles Afgill, 
who had marched with a force of about a thoufand men, to feize the poft of 
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New-bridge, arrived too late to ftop the progrefs of the rebel army, which 
by a rapid movement had pre-occupied that poft, where they paffed the night. 

The general was likewife on the following day too late at Caftlecomer for 
the protection of the town. On the next morning the rebel troops defcended 
from the heights upon Cafilecomer, and defeated a body of about two hun- 
dred and fifty men, who oppofed them at Coolbawn, a mile and a half trom 
that town, of whom they killed about fifty. The town was fet on fire, and 
of this conflagration each party accufes the other.* 

After the town had been plundered, the rebels abandoned it, and retired to 
the high grounds, where they remained for one night in confultation and ad- 
vice, which ended in a general refolution to retreat back through the pafs of 
Scollogh-gap, into the county of Wexford. According to this determina- 
tion, they moved from the ridge in the morning .of the 25th of June, and 
direéting their march towards Newbridge, took poft at a place called Kil- 
comny, onarifing ground. Were they were affailed on three fides at once 
on the following morning, by a force of nearly twelve hundred men, under 
General Sir Charles Afgill, and that of Major Matthews, of about five hun- 
dred, from Maryborough. After an hour's firing of cannon, the rebels, fear- 
ing to be furrounded, fled towards the gap with their ufual celerity, leaving 
all their plunder and artillery behind them. Their artillery confifted of ten 
light pieces, and among the articles of plunder were feven hundred _horfes. 
They forced their way back through the gap, to the mountains of Wicklow. 

The other body of Wexford infurgents, which had proceeded, after the 
attack upon Gorey, into the county of Wicklow, were there joined by the 
forces under Mr. Garret Byrne, on the 25th of June, near Hacketftown, 
before which they appeared about feven o’clock in the morning. The mili- 
tary were drawn up ready to receive them; but having been forced to give way, 
they retired into the barrack and a malt-houfe adjoming, from which their 


* Notwithftanding the conftant charges of this conteft having become a religious war, it muft 
be allowed that to the laft, the innate and cordial enemy to the rebels, was the Orangeman, and not 
the Proteftant. Even Sir Richard Mufgrave affords evidence of this as late as the day, on which 
the rebels evacuated Wexford, from a certificate, which he fays was given on that day by Father Broe. 

*« I hereby certify, that A. of B. in the parifh of C. has done his duty, and proved himfelf a 
** Roman Catholic, and bas made a voluntary oath that he never was an Orungeman, nor took the 
** Orange oath. 

Dated Werford, June 21, 1798. F, Jous Broe.” 
fire 
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fire did great execution. The infurgents deeming it impracticable to effeé 
their defign, without cannon, of which they had not a fingle piece, retreated 
from the place, after an action of nime hours, in which they loft great nuni- 
bers, carrying off their wounded, and driving before them all the cattle from 
about the town; they encamped that night at Blefington. During the en- 
gagement, it is faid, that a confiderable force of our cavalry and infantry 
ftood on a hill at a {mall diftance, in view of the fcene of action, but did not 
venture to join in the battle. 

Difappointed by the repulfe at Hacketftown, the remaming Wexford in- 
furgents, in conjunction with their Wicklow affociates, directed their march 
towards Carnew, which they were refolved, if poflible, to carry ; but General 
Needham having been informed of their approach, detached a ftrong body of 
infantry, and about two hundred cavalry, from his camp at Gorey, to inter- 
cept them. The cavalry alone, however, as the infantry were recalled, came 
up with the infurgents on the road to Carnew. Thefe feigning a retreat, 
having timely notice of their approach, fuffered the cavalry to pafs, until 
they brought them into an ambufcade, where their gunsmen were placed on 
both fides of the way behind the ditches, to receive them. At the firft dif- 
charge they were utterly confounded, and attempted to retreat in great hafte 
toward Carnew. But the infurgents rightly conjecturing, that, when foiled, 
they would attempt getting off in that direction, had blocked up the road 
with cars, and other incumbrances ; they were for fome time expofed to the 
fire of the infurgents, and loft about eighty of their number, among whom 
were two officers, the Marquis de Giffard, a young Norman emigrant of the 
Ancient Britith, and Adjutant Parfons, of the Ballaghkeen cavalry ; the reft 
effected their retreat to Arklow. The infurgents loft not a fingle man in this 
action ; but they were foiled in their defign upon Carnew, the garrifon of 
which, being alarmed by the fugitive calvalry, had juft time to fecure them- 
felves in a malt-houfe, before the approach of the infurgents, who, after an 
ineffectual attack, marched off to Killcavan hill. 

On the 2d of July, as the infurgents began to move towards Kilelah, they 
were purfued by a body of yeoman cavalry and infantry, before whom they 
retired to an eminence, called Ballyrakeen-hill. Here they took poft; but as 
the yeomen moved up the hill, the infurgents poured upon them with fuch 
impetuofity, that they were in an inftant utterly difeomfited, with the lofs of 
feventy privates and two officers ; all the cavalry faved themfelves by flight. 

It. 
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It had been lamented by many, that the Marquis Cornwallis, a viceroy of 
military talent, of benevolence, and humanity, and, above all, of political firm- 
nefs to refit and keep down the fatal influence of thofe, who had extorted the 
bloody fyftem from his predecefior, fhould not have been fent fooner to that 
diftracted kingdom. But the affected zeal for the conftitution, the artful inif- 
reprefentation of facts, and the undaunted fiercenefs of thofe terronfts, had 
too long ufurped the power of the viceroy, and abufed the confidence of the 
Britifh cabinet. It was, however, fome atonement to poor fuffering Ireland, 
that an appointment was at laft made of a nobleman, fupereminently fitted to 
heal her wounds, by a {y{tem of meafures diametrically contrary to thofe 
which had infliéted and inflamed them. Within very few days after his lord- 
fhip’s arrival in Dublin, a proclamation* was iffued, authorifing his majefty’s 

generals 


’ 


* The following is the form of it. It was publifhed in the Dublin Gazette only on the $d of 
July: but as it bears date the 29th day of June, 1798, it was probably communicated to General 
Lake before publication, as that general left Wexford on the 28th. 


«© A PROCLAMATION. 

« WHEREAS, it is in the power of his majefty’s generals, and of the forces under 
«* their command, entirely to deftroy ali thofe who have. rifen in rebellion, againft their fovereign 
«and his laws: yet it is neverthelefs the wifh of government, that thofe perfons who, by 
‘© traiterous machinations, have bcen feduced, or by aéts of intimidation, have bcen forced from 
* their allegiance, fhould be received into his majefty’s peace and pardon, 
“ commanding in the county of {pecially authorized thereto, does hereby invite all 
“* perfons, who may be now affembled, in any part of the faid county againft his majefty’s peace, 
** to furrender themfelves and their arms, and to defert the leaders who have feduced them; and 
** for the acceptance of fuch furrender and fubmiffion, the fpace of fourtecn days from the date 
“* hereof, is allowed; and the towns of are hereby fpecified, at each of which 
“* places one of his majefty’s officers, and a juftice of the peace, will attend; and upon entering 
‘* their names, acknowledging their guilt, and promifing good behaviour for the future, and taking 
*€ the oath of allegiance, and at the fame time abjuring all other engagements contrary th¢reto, 
** they will receive a certificate, which will entitle them to protection fo long as they demean them- 
** felves as becomes good fubjetts. 

«© And, in order to render fuch acts of fubmiffion eafy and fecure, it is the general's pleafure that 
“* perfons who are now with any portion of the rebels in arms, and willing to furrender themfelves, 
** do fend to him, or to any number from each body of rebels not 
** exceeding ten, with whom the general, or will fettle the manner in which 
“* they may repair to the above towns, fo that no alarm may be excited, and no injury to their per- 
‘* fons be offered. 

“© June"2g71798." 
 CER- 
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generals to give protection to fuch infurgents as, being fimply guilty of rebel- 
jion, thould furvender their arms, abjure all unlawful engagements, and take. 
the oath of allegiance to the king. How neceffary at that time fuch a ftep 
was, could be a queftion of no difficulty to thofe, who viewing difpaffionately 
the {tate of affairs, confidered what numbers had been feduced into the con- 
{piracy by artifice, and foreed into rebellion by unfortunate circumftances. 
To give the full fanétion of law to that neceflary meafure, a meflage was deli- 
vered from his excellency to the Houfe of Commons, on the 17th of July, 
fignifving his majefty’s pleafure to that effeét; and an aét of amnefty was 
accordingly paffed in favor of all engaged in the rebellion, who had not been 
leaders; who had not committed manflaughter, except in. the heat of battle, 
and who fhould comply with the conditions mentioned in the proclamation. 
The Wexford infurgents had fixed their ftation near the White Heaps, at 
the foot of Croghan Mountain; from whence they moved, during the night 
of the ath of July, toward Wicklow Gap; but on the morning of the 5th, 
the army under Sir James Duff from Carnew, under cover of a very thick 
fog, furrounded them in four powerful divifions, before they could perceive 
the approach of any enemy: finding themfelves unable to withftand a battle, 
they broke through the purfuing cavalry, of whom they flew about eighty, 


© CERTIFICATE OF PROTECTION. 


‘© THIS is to certify, that the bearer hereof, of the parifh of 
“* county of by occupation has furrendered himfelf, confeffed his 
“* being engaged in the prefent rebellion, and has given up all his arms, 


and difcovered of thofe which he knew to be concealed, has taken the oath of allegiance to his 
majefty, his heirs, and fucceffors, and has abjured all other oaths and engagements, in any wife 
whatfoever contrary thereto ; and has bound himfelf to behave for the future as a peaceable and 
loyal fubje&t ; in confequence whereof, this certificate is given to the faid 

* in ordey that his perfon or his property may not in any wife be molefted ; and all his majefty’s 
officers, magiftrates, and other his majefty’s loving fubje€&s, are hereby enjoined to pay due 


** attention thereto, in purfuance of the proclamation iffued General 
** dated the day of 1798,: and this certificate to be in full force as long as the faid 
eS continues to demean himfelf as a peaceable and Joyal fubject 
** Dated at the day of 1798.” 
« OATH TO BE TAKEN, 
a | do folemnly promife and fwear, that I will bear true allegiance to his 
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majefty King George the Third, his heirs, and fucceffors; and I do folemnly renounce and 


abjure all oaths and engagements of every kind whatfoever, which are in any degree contrary 
thereto, 


& 
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So HELP ME Gop.” 
and 
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and moved with great celerity in the diretion of Carnew. Upon their ar- 
rival at a place called Cranford, by others Ballygullen, they refolved to make 
refiftance and await the approach of the troops however numerous they 
might be, although their own force were then very confiderably reduced. 
They refolutely maintained the conteft for an hour and a half with the ut- 
moft intrepidity ; having repulfed the cavalry, and driven the artillery men 
three times from their cannon, all performed by the gunfmen ; for the pike- 
men, as on former occafions, never came into action: but frefh reinforce- 
ments of the army pouring in on all fides, they were obliged to give way, 
quitting the field of battle with little lofs to themfelves, and notwithiftanding 
all their fatigue, retreating, with their ufual agility and fwiftnefs in different 
directions. They agreed among themfelves to affemble again at Carrigrew, 
where upon confidering the reduced ftate of their forces and the advantages 
gained by the army, they thought it advifeable to difperfe, and thus put an 
end to the warfare in the county of Wexford. 

The ceffation of hoftilities unfortunately did not clofe the miferies of that de- 
voted diftriét: a moft rancorous, bloody, and ferocious fpirit of revenge and 
hatred feized upon many of the gentlemen of that county, and was carried 
into effect with outrageous barbarity. Their former claims to refpeétability in 
life for a length of time gave credit to their falfehood, procured countenance 
to their fanaticifm, and fecured them the means of executing injuftice. 
* General Lake, previous to his departure from Wexford, appointed a com- 
mittee to fuperintend profecutions, and to grant paffes to leave the country, 
confifting of the principal gentlemen then refident there. The appropriate 
duty of this body was to enquire {pecially into the cafes of fuch prifoners as 
they fhould hand over to be tried by court-martial, to procuré the evidence 
for profecution, and to commit different perfons to gaol. It was not, how- 
ever, deemed neceffary to fend a committal to the gaoler, as the word of 
any of them was confidered fufficient for the detention of any of thofe given 
in cuftody ; and they were alfo to aét as a kind of council to Gencral Hunter, 
whofe benevolent difpotition they thwarted on feveral occafions. This was 
in fact fo well known, that many, upon being put into confinement, were 
induced, by their apprehenfions, to petition for tranfportation, rather than 
abide a trial under their direction. ‘The tyrannical, unjuft, aud inhuman dif- 


’ 


* Hay’s Hiftory of the Infurrection of Wexford, p. 266. 
pofition 
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pofition of this body is ftrongly exemplified in their unwarrantable treatment 
of many befides that gentleman, which he has detailed in his preliminary 
difcourfe.* 

Different courts-martial were inftituted in Rofs, Ennifeorthy, Gorey, and 
Newton-Barry; feveral perfons were condemned and cxecuted, and others 
fentenced to tranfportation. Among thofe who were condemned to be exe- 
cuted was the Rev. John Redmond, a Catholic prieft, who, it feems, during 
the infurreétion, had done all in his power to fave the houfe of Lord Mount- 
norris from being plundered, which he, in fome deerce, effeéted, but not at 
all to the extent of his wifhes. Lord Mountnorris, whole conduét towards 
the Catholics became from henceforth wholly altered (he had formerly fa- 
vored them), fent for Mr. Redmond, upon finding that he was prefent at the 
plundering of his houfe, defiring that he would come to him direétly. The 
reverend gentleman, confcious of his own integrity, and apprehenfive of no 
danger, being involved in no guilt, obeyed the fummons without hefitation ; 
but his inftantaneous hafty trial, condemnation, and cxecution, were the re- 
ward of his humane and generous exertions. His body, after death, under- 


went the moft indecent mutilations.{ 


A party 


* The quotation I have made from this author, as an eye-witnefs and a moft aggrieved fufferer 
under this perfecuting fpirit of the Wexford Orangemen, feems to baffle all poffibility of refutation. 
The unparalleled and almoft incredible perfecutions, which Mr. Hay details of his own fufferings 
from this inquifitorial court in the introdution to his hiftory, freezes the blood of the reader: at 
the fame time it roufes that indignation againft the fomenters and fupporters of it, that it becomes 
more candid to name fuch as the author has given to the public, than to permit the foul imputation 
to light upon the gentry of the county at large: ‘* (Introd. xxviii.) Six magiftrates of the county 
** afterwards formed thenifelves into an inquifitorial- court, confifting of the Right Honorable 
«© George Ogle, James Boyd, Richard Newton King, Edward Percival, Pbenezer Jacob, M.D. and 
“* John Henry Lifter, Efquires. They affembled at the-houfe of James Boyd, and fummoned hun- 
‘* dreds before them, whom they fwore to give fuch information as they could concerning the re- 
* bellion. About fifty perfons have informed me, that they were principally queftioned concerning 
“© me; fo that I have ftrong reafon to believe, that no means were left untried to criminate me. 
«© My conduét has certainly undergone firicter inveftigation than that of any other perfon in Ire- 
“© land, and fuch, as I believe, that of the moft unexceptionable of my perfecutors would not pafs 
“ through unblemiflied; while reine is irreproachable in the utmoft degree, having paffed with 
“¢ unimpeached honor the ordeal of ‘the Wexford inquifition, Wercad of nothing that has gone 
«© fuch lengths in foreign countries. Even the inquifitors are, by duty and oath, to feek ont all 
-€ evidence as well for, as againft their prifoners !” 

+ I find in a letter from Dr. Caulfield to Dr. Troy, of the 19th of O&ober, 1799, the following 
avowal 
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A party of infurgents in the county of Kildare, under the command of 


Mr. William Aylmer, ftill held out in arms; and thither the remaining body 


of 


avowal about the Rev. John Redmond: ‘* All I can fay of the Rev. John Redmond is, that when 


ce 


ke 


Lord Mountnorris was preparing to profecute him, his groom and another of his fervants (Pro- 
teftants as Iam informed) told his lordfhip, that Redmond’s conduét was innocent and praife- 
worthy, that he came unto the rebels, when they were plundering his lordihip'’s houfe, and did 
all in his power to reftrain and prevent them. But now to look for any favorable teflimony 
from that quarter would be vain, where no prieft dares appear or Catholic raife his head or his 
Voice.” 

Bnt the Rev. Mr. Gordon puts the cafe of that unfortunate man in its true light: “ (1iflory of 
the Irifh Rebellion, 2d edit. p. 225.) Of the rebellious condu& of Redmond, coadjutor of Father 
Francis Kavenagh, in the parifh of Clough, of which I was twenty-three years curate, I can find 
no other proof than the fentence of the court-martial, which configned him to death. He was 
accufed by the Earl of Mountnorris, of having appeared as chief among a party of rebels, who 
committed fome depredations at his lordfhip’s houfe; while he alleged, that his object in ap- 
pearing on the occafion, was to endeavour to prevent the plundering of the houfe, in which he 
partly fueceeded. Coming into Gorey on a mefiage from the earl, feemingly unapprelienfive of 
danger, and unconfcious of guilt, he was treated as if manifeftly guilty before trial, knocked 
down in the ftreet, and rudely dragged by fome yeomen. I mean not to arraign the juftice of 
the noble lord, his profecutor, nor the members of the court-martial. The former, who had ren- 
dered himfelf in no {mall degree refponfible for the loyalty of the Wexfordian Romanifts, had 
doubtlefs good reafons for his conduct; and the latter could have no perfonal animofity againft 
the accufed, nor other unfavorable bias than what naturally arofe from the turbid ftate of affairs, 
when accufation, efpecially againft a Romith prieft, was confidered as a ftrong prefumption of 
guilt. But his Proteftant neighbours, who had not been able to efcape from the rebels, aifurcd 
me, that while the latter were in poffeflion of the country, he was conftantly hiding in Proteftant 
houfes from the rebels, and that many Romanifts expreffed great refentment againft him asa 
traitor to their caufe. That he expeéted not the rebellion to be fuccefsful, appears from this, 
that when the wife of Nathaniel Stedman (one of my Proteftant parifhioners) applied to him to 
baptize her child, he told her, that he acceded to her requeft merely left the child thould die un- 
baptized, in the neceffary abfence of her minifter, on condition that ihe fhould promife to make 
the proper apology for him to me on my return to the parith. 

** As T underftand that the noble earl has not confidered my relation of this affair as complete or 
fatisfa€tory, I here add a few more circumftances. Father Kavenagh, to whom Redmond was 
coadjutor, had lived many years in habits of the greateft apparent intimacy with the earl, mofily | 
refiding at his lordfhip’s houfe, and fometimes entertaining him and Lady Mountnorris and family 
at his own. Redmond, being one of the company on thefe occafions, thought himfelf extremely 
honored, and in fome degree idolized the earl, who was regarded by the Catholics as their mofi 
zealous friend. Tranfported with zeal for his noble patron, when he heard that a mob had gone 
to his lordfhip’s houfe in queft of liquors, he ran to prevail on them to fpare all except the fimall 
beer. Father Kavenagh told me, that on the fuppreflion of the rebels, the earl called at his 
Wer, 306 5 F : houfe, 
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of the Wexford men, commanded by Mr. Fitzgerald, accorapanied by Mr- 
Garret Byrne, and fome Wicklow men, direéted their courfe to form a junc- 
tion, which they accordingly effected, but were {topped in their progrefs at 
Clonard by Lieutenant Tyrrel, a yeoman officer, who had occupied a forti- 
fied houfe in the town, until reinforcements from Kinnegad and Mullingar 
forced them to retreat. ‘ 

After this repulfe the few remaining Wexford men feparated from their 
Wicklow affoeiates, whom they deemed lefs warlike than themfelves, and 
made different incurfions into the counties of Kildare, Meath, Louth and 
Dublin, eluding, as well as they could, the purfuit of the army, with different 
parties of which they had feveral fkirmifhes. They were finally routed and 
intercepted by Captain Gordon of the Dumfries light dragoons, at the head 
of a {trong party of horfe and foot, at Ballyboghill, near Swords, and never 
more collected. 

Some Wexford infurgents, however, remained with Mr. Fitzgerald, along 
with Mr. Aylmer, who, as outftanding chiefs, negociated with General Dun- 
das, to whom they furrendered on the 12th of July, on condition, that all the: 
other leaders, who had adventured with them, fhould be at liberty to retire 
whither they pleafed out of the Britifh dominions. The fame terms were 
afterwards fecured by General Moore to Mr. Garret Byrne, who was fent 
into confinement in the caftle of Dublin, together with Meffrs. Fitzgerald 
and Aylmer, by which they fared much better than thofe, who laid down 
their arms in Wexford depending on the faithful fulfilment of the terms en- 
tered into with Lord King{borough. 

The plan of propofing terms for faving the lives of Mr. Oliver Bond and 
Mr. Byrne was propofed through Mr. Dobbs, a member of parliament. That 
geutleman with the fheriff went to the prifon, in which Mr. A. O’Connor 


a 
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houfe, in a friendly manner,_requefting that Redmond fhould go to him to Gorey for a protec- 
tion. What protection he received has been already related. No a& could be more popular 
among Protefiants, at that time, than the hanging of a prieft; yet many Proteftants would have 
come to bear witnefs in his favor, if they had been allowed time, and an affurance of perfona] 
fafety. The popularity, however, of his lordfhip with the common people of the Catholics is fo 
indelibly impreffed, that they cannot believe to this day, that he had any concern in this bufinefs ; 
but endeavoured with all his power to fave the prieft. I knew Redmond many years, and al- 
ways thought him a remarkably timid and innnocent man.” 
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was confined, on the 24th of July with a paper,* tigned by feventy ftate pri- 
foners, purpofing to give fuch information as was in their power, of arms, am- 
munition, their fchemes of warfare, their internal regulations and foreign 
negociations of the United Irithmen, provided the lives of Meffrs. Bond and 
Byrne fhould be fpared. In confequence of this agreement, fome of the 
rebel chiefs, who were ftll in arms, among whom was Mr. Aylmer of Kil- 
dare, furrendered themfelves.f Several principals of the Union, particularly 

Arthur 


* The following was the agreement figned by feventy-three on the 29th of July, 1798. ‘* That 
the undcrfigned ftate prifoners, in the three prifons of Newgate, Kilmainham, and Bridewell, 


a 
es 


“© engage to give every information in their powcr, of the whole of the internal tranfactions of the 
«* United Irifhmen, and that each of the prifoners fhall give detailed information of every tranfac- 
“© tion, that has paffed between the United Irifhmen and foreign ftates ; but that the prifoners are 
‘© not, by naming or defcribing, to implicate any perfon whatever, and that they are ready to 
‘* emigrate to fuch country as fhall be agreed on between them and government, and give jecu- 
“* rity not to return to this country without the permiflion of government, and not to pafs into 
** an enemy's country, if on their fo doing they are to be freed from profecution, and alfo Mr. 
“* Oliver Bond be permitted to take the benefit of this propofal. The ftate prifoners alfo hope, that 
‘* the benefit of this propofal may be extended to fuch perfons in cuftody, or not in cuftody, as 
** may choofe to benefit by it.” Signed by feventy-three perfons. 

29th of July, 1798. 

+ Ina pamphlet, ftyled A Letter from Arthur O'Connor to Lord Caftlereagh, dated from prifon, 
January the 4th, 1799, that minifter is dire@tly charged with a violation of the contract, anda 
mifreprefentation to parliament of the tranfa€tions between him and the prifoners of ftate. Other 
charges are miade, one of which is, that the information given by thefe prifoners to government, 
was garbled to ferve the purpofes of the miniftry, and particularly, that of a hundred pages, deli- 
vered by O'Connor himfelf, only onc had been publifhed in the reports of the fecret committees. 
Since to this pamphlet, in which his lordihip is peremptorily challenged to difprove any of the 
charges therein made, ‘no reply has appeared, we have only the honor and integrity of his lordfhip 
and others for a difproof of thefe accufations, which may bea vindication to perfons acquainted with 
his lordfhip’s chara&er. The pamphlet was faid to have been fuppretfed by government, at leaft 
was nototherwife than clandeftinely fold and circulated. The author exprefsly clears the lord lieute- 
nant of all blame in thefe tranfaQlions. The honor of the Marquis Cornwallis remains unimpeached 
even by the boldeft of all the chiefs of the confpiracy. 

Whether the negociation between governmentyand the principal con{pirators had any connexion 
with, or influence on the bill of amnefty, ms alone can an{wer, and the fecrets of adminit- 
tration are not lightly to be divulged. The affirmative feen¥s to be infinuated in the above men- 
tioned pamphlet, and an opinion of that nature to have been, at the time of the bargain, propa- 
gated among people connected with the infurgents, who {poke of fome agreement as of a treaty 
#f peace. ‘This letter of Mr. O’Connor’s is very ftrong: and it is ta be hoped, that the real reafons 
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Arthur O’Connor, Thomas Addis Emmett, Dr. M‘Nevin, and Samuel Neil- 
fon, gave details on oath in their examinations before the fecret committees 
of the two houfes of parliament, in whofe reports publifhed by authority of 
government is contained a mafs of information concerning the confpiracy. 
Yet certain it is, that whatever were the original terms of the contraét, and 
by whatever fubfequent events the contractors were influenced or affected, 
the principal prifoners (15 in number) were not liberated, and a power was 
referved or affumed by minitters to detain them in cuftody at leaft during the 
continuance of the war with France. Oliver Bond died in the mean time in 
prifon of an apoplexy. 

During the whole of this rebellion the internal peace of the metropolis 
was preferved by the vigilance of the large military forcé conftantly kept up 
within it, which chiefly confifted of yeomanry. The grand and royal canals, 
which were fifty feet broad and twelve feet deep, were a fecurity againft a fur- 
prize; and the feveral bridges were ftrongly pallifadoed and guarded both 
by night and by day. The trials and executions of fome of the principal 
leaders in the rebellion tended to keep others in awe, and prevented any fur- 
ther attempts of individuals in that defperate caufe. Among others, a rebel 
officer, a Proteftant, named Bacon, a reputable taylor, having heen appre- 
hended difguifed in female apparel, was executed on the 2d of June, near 
Carlifle bridge. On the 14th was exccuted, on the fame fcaffolding, Lieute- 
nant Efmond, whofe cafe has been already related. On the 12th of July, 
Henry and John Sheares were brought to trial, condemned, and foon after 
put to death. The trial of John M‘Cann, who had been fecretary to the pro- 
vincial cominittee of Leinfter, followed on the 17th; that of Michael Wil- 
liam Byrne,* delegate from the county committee of Wicklow, and that of 

Oliver 


for not having anfwered it were prudential, viz. not to give confequence and notoriety to the con- 
tents of it. In it he afferts, that Lord Caftlereagh in their firft conference affured him, that Lord 
Cornwallis’s honor was pledged to them for the religious performance of the agreement ; and that 
Lord Clare made ufe of thefe remarkable expreflions: (p. 9) ‘‘ It comes to this, either you muft 
‘© truft the government, or the government muft*truft you: a government that could violate en- 
‘* gagements thus folemnly made, neither could ftand nor deferved to ftand.”” He alleges five 
tubfiantial and moft fevere deviations on the part of government from the terms of the original 
agreement, juitified upon the allegation of a change of circumftances after it had been firft 
acceded to. 
* Of the execution of Byrne, Mr. O'Connor thus fpeaks in his letter to Lord Cafilereagh. “* On 
“ the 24th of July laf, Mr. Dobbs and the theriff entered my prifon with a written paper, figned 
oe by 
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Oliver Bond, on the 23d. The two former were executed, but the third was 
reprieved, as has been mentioned. 

Afiaffinations would probably have ceafed foon after the granting of pro- 
teétions, had not fome of the more defperate rebels, reinforced by deterters 
from fome regiments of Irifh militia, remained in arms in the mountains of 
Wieklow, and the dwarf woods of Killaughram, near Ennifcorthy. Thefe 
deiperate banditti fo territied the whole vicinity of their lurking places, that 
thofe peaceable loyalifts, who had remained in the country even in the heat 
of the rebellion, now found themfelves neceflitated to take refuge in towns. 
But, after a little time, the woods of Killaughram, fcoured by the army, 
were cleared of their predatory inhabitants, who had ludicroufly fiyled 
themfelves babes of the woods, and tranquillity was reftored to that part of 
the country. 

The party in the Wicklow mountains, whofe range was much more exten- 
five, and haunts much more difficult of accefs, continued under two chiefs 
of the names of Holt and Hacket, to annoy the country for a longer time, 
and ina more formidable degree; iffuing fuddenly from their faftnetles to per- 
petrate burnings and maflacres, and retiring before troops could arrive to 
intercept them. 

As thefe maflacres were always intended to fall upon Orangemen, and 
they were all Proteftants, it was reprefented, that they {prang entirely from 


‘* by feventy ftate prifoners, purpofing ‘ to give fuch information as was in their power of arms, 
‘ ammunition, and fchemes of warfare, (of which it is now manifeft they knew little or nothing) 
* and to confent to leave Ireland, provided the lives of Bond and Byrne (both under fentence of 
‘ death) fhould be fpared.’ I refufed to fign it, not only from a deteftation of entering into any 
‘« conditions with thofe, who compofed the councils of Lord Cornwallis’s adminiftration, but be- 
“* eaufe in the maflacre of my unarmed countrymen ftill raging, I did not think that any objet, 
‘© which was not general, could warrant me, in whom fuch confidence was placed by fo many 
‘< millions of my countrymen, to enter into any fuch compact, and becaufe the poflibility of its 
“* being attributed to a defire to fave my own life, in the peculiar fituation I ftood in, was in my 
«« mind an infuperable objection, if there had been no other. Befides, it feemed to me, that to 
“© fave the lives of Bond and Byrne, enough had figned their felf-facrifice to induce the minifters, 
“* already fated with blood, (as you and Lord Clare appeared to be when we met) to acquiefce ; 
‘“* but in this I was deceived, a council fat on the fate of Byrne; he was executed. In this barter 
‘* of blood, although you had leffened your quantum by balf, yet you raifed your demands for 
‘* the price of the other, and propofed to thofe who had figned the paper, that they fhould deliver 


“* up names,” 


a fpirit 
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a {pint of religious hatred, and as the real perpetrators could not be brought 
to juftice, avowed retaliation was reforted to. Where any Proteftants were 
murdered by thefe banditti or their confederates, a greater number of Ca- 
tholics were put to death in the fame neighbourhood by the yeomen. Thus 
at Caftletown, four miles from Gorey, where four Proteftants were maffacred 
inthe night by Hacket, feven Catholics were flain in revenge; at Aughrim 
twenty-feven of that communion were killed in confequence of murders 
committed on Proteftants. Harraffed incefiantly by the purfuits of yeomen 
and foldiery, the numbers of the banditti gradually diminiihed : Hacket was 
killed near Arklow ; Holt furrendered for tranfportation to the Earl of Pow- 
erfcourt; and thefe bands of robbers at length totally difappeared. 
Notwithftanding the difaftrous ftate of the country, the parliament ceafed 
not to fit from time to time as the exigencies of circumftances required. On 
the 17th of July, Lord Caftlereagh prefented to the Houfe of Commons the 
following meffage from his excellency. : 
‘ CORNWALLIS: 

“ | HAVE the king’s commands to acquaint the Houfe 
of Commons, that his majefty, notwithftanding his juft abhorrence of the 
“ unnatural and unprovoked rebellion, which has broken out in this king- 
“* dom, yet being ever difpofed to exert as far as poffible his royal preroga- 
‘“‘ tive of mercy, and to receive again under his royal proteétion, thofe who 
“ by the arts of wicked and defigning men have been feduced from their 
allegiance, has fignified his gracious intention of granting his general and 
‘“* free pardon for all offences committed on or before a certain day, upon 
‘“ fuch conditions, and with fuch exceptions, as may be compatible with the 
‘“‘ public fafety ; for carrying which benevolent purpofe into execution, his 
‘ majefty has fignified his gracious intention of fanétioning, in the ufual 
“ form, by his royal fignature, a bill for that purpofe, previous to its being 
‘‘ fubmitted for the concurrence of parliament. ~ 

“ His majefty has alfo direéted me to lay before you feveral important 
“ papers, which may affift you in unfolding the nature and extent of the 
** confpiracy, which has long prevailed in this kingdom ; not doubting, that 
“ whilft your endeavours are directed to give effeét to the gracious in- 
« tentions of his majefty, you will feel it your indifpenfable duty to con- 
« fider of and adopt fuch meafures of falutary precaution, as may tend to 
“ {ecure the ftate hereafter, againft the machinations of the difaffected. 
as In 
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In vour deliberations, the fufterings of his majefty’s loyal fubjeéts will 

“ naturally receive your attention, and recommend to you the framing of 
“ effectual meafures for afcertaining their loffes, and bringing their claims 
under the confideration of parliament. 
‘The numerous and continued advantages of his majefty’s forees over the 
“ rebels, afford me juft ground to believe, that as their hopes of fuccefs muft 
“ have failed, fo the obftinacy of their refiftance will fpecdily ceafe. The 
generals under my command have received, and fhall continue to receive, 
“ the moft pofitive orders to proceed againft them with unceafing activity 
and vigor; and I fhall not fuffer their exertions to relax, fo long as any 
“* body of them whatever fhall remain in arms again{t his majefiy’s peace.” 

This meffage was ordered to be entered on the Journals, and to be re- 
ferred to a feeret committee, which was to confift of thirteen members, 
inclufive of the fpeaker and the law officers of the erown in that houfe, to be 
chofen on the morrow by ballot in the ufual form; and that the papers men- 
tioned in the meffage, and which his lordthip prefented to the houle fealed 
up ina box, be referred to the committee. 

On the next day (18th of July) after the ballot for the committee, Lord 
Caftlereagh, aceording to the order of the day for taking into confideration 
his excellency’s metlage, moved, that an addrefs be prefented to the lord lieu- 
tenant, requefting his excelleney would lay before his majefty the fineere ac- 
knowledgments of his faithful commons for the gracious eommunieation 
made to that houfe; the motion was feconded by the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, and paffed unanimoufly without debate, though Lord Caftlereagh 
ufhered it in with a very long fpeech upon the general topic of the rebellion; 
extolling the liberality of his majefiy in granting an amnefty and reeommend- 
ing a provifion for the indemnification of the fuffering loyalifts. The at- 
torney general on the 27th of the month brought forward a bill for the at- 
tainder of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, Cornelius Grogan, and Beauchamp 
Bagenal Harvey, deceafed : for which purpofe feveral witneffes were examined 
at the bar. Similar proeeedings were alfo had in the Houfe of Lords. This 
meafure was eonfidered by fome perfons rather as an a¢t of imprudent feve- 
rity, or fort of fupplementary vengeance upon the unoffending widow and 
orphan, rather as the bafe pofthumous iffue of the late, than the genuine 
offspring of the prefent adminiftration. To eompenfate, however, for this 
folitary inftance of feverity, a bill of general amnefiy was paffed in the courfe 

of 
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of the feffion, with the exception only of Mr. Napper Tandy, and about 
thirty others, chiefly fugitives in France. A bill was alfo paffed for granting 
compenfation to fuch of his majefty’s loyal fubjeéts as had fuftained loffes in 
their property, in confequence of the late rebellion, and commiiiioners were 
named for carrying the fame into effect. 

The fyftem of moderation and mercy purfued by Lord Cornwallis ap- 
peared peculiarly feafonable at this crifis, and was apparently attended with 
the happieft effeéts. The fyftem of military law and military execution was 
relaxed throughout moft parts of the kingdom where the flames of rebellion 
appeared to be extinguifhed. In one inftance, indeed, his lordfhip gave 
fome offence to the more violent partizans of the ancient regime. 

In the county of Wexford the introduétion of the fyftem of conciliation 
and mildnefs met with more refiftance than in any part of the kingdom, and 
in none was it fo fupereininently requifite. *General Hunter was indefa- 
tigable in his exertions to appeafe the minds of the people, and to reftore con- 
fidence and tranquillity to that diftraéted country. In this he was very ma- 
terially affifted by the addrefs and exertions of Captain Fitzgerald, who by 
the fpecial appointment of the Britith government, was attached as a proper 
perfon to attend the general as brigade major on the fervice in Ireland ; and 
to this ftation, befides his acknowledged military talents, a rccent difplay of 
courage, independent of his knowledge of the country, certainly recom- 
mended him. He was even invefted with the extraordinary privilege of re- 
commending fuch as he thought deferving of the proteétion and mercy of 
government. / 

Some principal gentlemen of the county, and others befides, attempted to 
interpofe their authority to fuperfede the tenour of the general pardon held 
out by proclamation, purfuing the fame line of arbitrary conduct, which 
they had praétifed previous to the infurrection. They even proceeded to 
the length of prefuming to tear fome of the proteétions, which the country 
people had obtained ; but this coming to the general’s knowledge, he foon 
quieted them by threatening to have them tied to a cart’s tail and whipped. 
Others had been rafh enough to levy arbitrary contributions for the lofies 
they had fuftained during the infurreétion, but were glad upon difcovery, 
and refunding what they had received, to efcape puniflament. A curate was 


* Hay. 
induced 
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induced to wait on the general with an account of the intended maffacre of 
the Protefiants, which he detailed with the appearance of the utmoft alarm, 
and was patiently heard out by the general; who then addrefled him with 
this marked appellation and ftrong language :—“ J/r. J/affacre, if you do 
‘¢ not prove to me the circumftances you have related, I fhall get you punithed 
“in the moft exemplary mauner, for raifing falfe alarms, which have al- 
‘“‘ ready proved fo deftructive to this unfortunate country.” The curate’s 
alarm inftantly changed its direction and became perfonal; and on allowing 
that his fears had been excited by vague report to make tlis reprefentation, 
his pitcous fupplication, and apparent contrition, procured him forgivenefs. 
The various outrages that were committed in the country, prevented num- 
bers from coming into the quarters of the feveral commanding officers to ob- 
tain protections, as many of the yeomen and their fupplementaries continued 
the fyftem of conflagration and {hooting fuch of the peafantry as they met; and 
this neceflarily deterred many from expofing themfelves to their view, and pre- 
vented of courfe, the humane and benevolent intentions of the prefent govern- 
ment from having their due effe¢t. The melancholy confequence of fuch a 
fyftem of terror, perfecution, and alarm, had very nearly brought on the exter- 
mination of an extenfive and populous tra¢t of the county of Wexford, called 
the Macomores; the horrid perpetration of the plan was providentially pre- 
vented by the timely and happy intervention of Brigade Major Fitzgerald, 
under the direétion and orders of General Hunter. Inceffant applications 
and remonftranccs had been made, by different magiftrates in Gorey and its 
vicinity, to government, complaining that this range of country was in- 
fefted with conftant mectings of rebels, who committed every {pecies of out- 
rage, and thefe reports were confirmed by aflidavits ; they were credited by 
government, to whom they were handed in, under the fpecions, impofing, 
and folemn appearances of facts, by a magiftracy prefumed to be deliberate, 
grave, and refpectable ; the viccroy Was rendered juftly indignant at thefe re- 
iterated complaints of the abufe of his clemency ; and orders were fent to 
the different generals and other commanding officers, contiguous to the de- 
voted tract, to form a line along its extent on the weftern border, and at both 
ends, north and fouth, on the land fide, fo as to leave no refource to the 
wretched inhabitants, who were to be flaughtered by the foldicry, or to be 
driven into the fea, as it is bounded by the Channel on the eaftward. Even 
women and children were to be includcd in this horrid plan of terrific ex- 
Mo..1T. one ample. 
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ample. The execution of this fevere and exemplary meafure was entrufted 
to the difcretion of General Hunter, who, through the honeft exertions and 
bold ferutiny of Major Fitzgerald, fortunately difcovered, in time, the inhu- 
man tendency of the mifreprefentation, that had produced thofe terrific orders. 
The devoted victims found an opportunity to implore protection from the in- 
curfions of the black mob (they thus denominated the fupplementaries to the 
different corps of yeomanry), who wreaked their vengeance even upon thofe 
who had received protection from General Needham at Gorey ; as different 
patties of the foldiery and yeomanry waited their return in ambufh, and 
flaughtered every one they could overtake. 

This prevented many from coming in for proteétions. Afterwards thefc 
fanguinary banditti made incurfions into the country, fired into the houfes, thus 
killing and wounding many unoffending peafants. Several houfes after being 
plundered, were burned, and the booty was brought into Gorey. By the fre- 
quency of thefe horrible exceffes and depredations, fuch houfes as remained 
unburned were of courfe crowded with feveral families ; and this multiplied 
the number of viétims at each fucceeding incurfion. At laft moft of the in- 
habitants from neceflity took refuge on the hills, and armed themfelves with 
every offenfive weapon they could procure. This harraffed peafantry received 
protection from the General againft the military depredators aud murderers, 
and no fubjeéts could be more loyal and fubordinate. 

The falfe alarmifts were not depreffed or intimidated at thefe difcomfitures ; 
for although General Hunter reported the country to be in a perfect ftate 
of tranquillity, they again returned to the charge and renewed their mifre- 
prefentations. Mr. Hawtrey White, captain of the Ballaghkeen cavalry, and 
a juftice of the peace for the county, fent feveral informations to government 
of the alarming ftate of the country ; and the commanding officer at Gorey 
was far fo perfuaded of the intention of a general rifing, that he quitted the 
town and encamped on the hill above it. Thefe reprefentations, made under 
the femblance of loyalty, and by a perfon bearing the appearance and autho- 
rity of a gentleman, had not, however, the wifhed-for weight with the govern- 
ment. General Hunter was ordered to enquire into the information of Mr. 
Hawtrey White, and Major Fitzgerald was again fent out, and the refult of 
his difcriminating enquiry was, that the information was unfounded. Upon 
this the General ordered Mr. Hawtrey White to be brought to Wexford, and 
he was accordingly conducted thither and put under arreft ; and on his ftill 


perfifting 
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perfifting in his falfe reprefentations, he was conducted to the ifland, where he 
afferted the rebels were encamped, and, lo! no ifland appeared above the 
water. Mr. Hawtrey White was conduéted back to Wexford, and General 
Hunter determined to bring him to a court-martial. Many gentlemen and 
ladies, however, interfered in the moft earneft manner, to prevent this invefti- 
gation, reprefenting that Mr. White's great age might have fubjeéted him to 
the impofition of fabricated information ; and the firmnefs of the general re- 
laxed at the inftance of fo many refpectable perfons!! It is to be regretted 
that Ireland fhould have fuffered fo much by the tales of adventurers in thefe 
infernal practices, 

A court-martial, of which Lord Ancram was prefident, was inftituted at 
Wexford for the trial of perfons accufed of treafon ; and, contrary to the ex- 
pectation and wifhes of the committee for procuring evidence, many were 
acquitted. Lord Ancram, however foon left the town, to the regret of the 
people; but his lieutenant-colonel, Sir James Fowlis, fucceeded him as pre- 
fident of the court-martial, in which fituation he acquitted himfelf with ho- 
nor and integrity, which infpired fo much confidence throughout the coun- 
try, as to induce many who were confcious of their integrity, to fubmit to 
trial, which they would not otherwife have dared to do, from a well-founded 
opinion of the rancour of their accufers, who in too many inftances elfewhere 
prevailed by the groffeft perjuries againft truth and juftice. One notorious 
inftance, will, it is hoped, fuperfede the painful neceflity of fupporting the af- 
fertion by a longer enumeration.* 

Mr. 


* Hay’s Hift, 281.—In quoting the authority of Mr. Hay, it has been to me, as I prefume it has 
been to others, a great fatisfaGtion to read the following teftimony of his Hiftory from Major Fitz- 
gerald, who had fuch ample means of knowing the truth, and exerted them with fo much honor 
and credit to himfelf, to his employers, and to his country: 

ASI; Dublin, 14 December, 1802. 

“ T RETURN, with my thanks for your polite attention, the manufcripts you 

“ were fo kind as to leave for my perufal. Am exceedingly glad to find, through the whole of 
“* your compilation, fo ftri€&t an obfervance of facts, which chiefly came under my cognizance as 
‘* brigade-major. It is with pleafure I obferve alfo, your adherence to truth and impartiality, free 
‘* from the rancorous fpirit of party-fabrication, which is the true criterion that exalts the hiftorian 
** above the clafs of party fcribblers, who difhpate as rapidly as unerring truth unveils itfelf, 
“* ftrongly exemplified in the paft and prefent times. I give you much credit in not retorting as 
“« you might for your unremitted fufferings, by expofing the crimes of fome refpectable perfons ; 
56 2 OS (eye, 
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Mr. Walter Devereux, having obtained proteétions from feveral officers, 
had gone to Cork to embark for Portugal: he was there taken up, tried, con- 
demned and executed. Mr. Gibfon, a yeoman and wealthy Proteftant flop- 
keeper, and Mr, William Kearney, an extenfive brewer, were fummoned and 
attended at his trial, and proved that he was in Wexford, and even in gaol, at 
the very time fome foldicrs of the Wexford militia were thot thirty miles from 
that town; and the principal charge againft him was, that he gave orders and 
was prefent at their execution, whieli fome men of that regiment were 
hardened enough to fwear!!! Mr. Hay the hiftorian faw him in Wexford 
on the alleged day. He was alfo aecufed of aiding and abetting the abomi- 
nation at Seullabogue, and this charge was fimilarly fupported by the tefti- 
mony of fome foldiers wives ! and yet itisa notable faét, that he was all that 
day engaged at the battle of Rofs, where he difplayed the moft heroieal 
bravery and courage, qualities ineonfiftent with the odious erime it was falfely 
fworn he had perpetrated!!! But what puts the falfehood of the faéts 
alleged againft him beyond all queftion is, that after his execution another Mr. 
Devereux was taken up ou the difcriminating fagacity of the fame witnefles, 
who profecuted the former to death; but who now (as they faid) had difcovered 
the right Devereux. The trial of the latter has been publifhed, and 1s reeom- 
mended to the perufal of fuch as wifh for further proof of the miferable and 
Jamentable condition of exifting in the county of Wexford during that unfor- 
tunate infurrection. , 

It was happy for Great Britain and Ireland at this alarming crifis, that the 
French government was in the hands of feeble politicians, who, though well 
acquainted with the ftate of Ireland, had unaccountably negleéted to embrace 
the opportunity, and purfue the plan which had been laid out for them by 
Lord Edward Fitzgeraid, and others of the maleeontents in Ireland; this 
was, to rifk fome frigates and light veffels with a proper fupply of officers, 
arms and ammunition, with fome few troops to keep the infurgents in fpirits ; 
Ireland might then have been loft for ever, and ultimately Great Britain itfelf, 


‘* for, indeed, if they are not very forgetful and very infenfible, the compunctions of their con- 
‘« fciences muft be fufficiently tormenting. There is little doubt of your labours meeting their due 
‘« reward from an unprejudiced public, which is the with of 
* Your obedient humble fervant, 
« To Edward Hay, Efq. « BE. FirzGerabD.” 


fince, 
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fince, in the prefent ftate of Europe, both iflands muft ftand or fall together. 
They are naturally united, and the interefts of neither will bear a fcparation. 
And hence the expediency or rather neceflity of an incorporate union. With 
that lazy afterthought that marks the folly ofa bad ftatefinan, the French in 
the latter end of Auguft, detached a finall force to the North of Ireland, 
under the command of General Humbert who on the 22d of Auguft landed 
at Kallala. 

The French entcred the bay under Enghih colours, and the feint fucceeded 
fo well * that two fons of the Bifhop of Killala, threw themfelves into a fithing 
boat, with the port furveyor, Mr. James Rutledge, and were prefently fur- 
prized to find themfelves prifoners. Some alarm had been given in the morn- 
ing of the 22d to the people of Nillala by the unufual appearance of fhips of 
that fize in their bay; in fo much, that the only magiftrate of the town, Mr. 
Kirkwood, who commanded the yeomanry, had kept lis corps under arms 
the whole day at the fea houfe, called the cafile, as did alfo Lieutenant Sells of 
the Prince of Wales’s fencibles, with twenty militia men. Yeomen and fen- 
cibles together formed a corps of fifty men all Proteftants. 

Tlic indentings of the bay of Killala, and the chain of hills between that 
town and the fpot where the enemy landed, will in part account for the fecrecy 
with which the debarkation was conduéted. It is not without reafon, how- 
ever, fufpected, that the peafantry had no intention to prevent the furprife 
that took place. Even among the bifhop’s fervants, for fome days before tls 
event, a whifper had gone about, that the French were coming to Killala, 
and that fomething very terrible would fhortly happen: a proteftant fervant 
maid, lately married to a Catholic inhabitant of the place, had circulated the 
report in the caftle. Between feven and eiglit on that evening a territied 
meffenger fuddenly announced to the bifhop, that the French were landed, 
and that near three hundred of them were within a mile of the town. The 
cavalry officers rode off direétly, in full fpeed, with the intelligence to Ballina. 
The yeomanry and fencibles drew up before the Caftle gate and refolutely ad- 
vanced into the main {treet to meet the French advance guard. 

Borne down by numbers and feeing two of their corps fall they were feized 
with a panic, and fled. Kirkwood and nineteen yeomen werc taken and or- 
dered into clofe cuftody at the caftle. All oppofition being now at an end, the 


* See the Bifhop of Killala’s interefting and authentic narrative of this tranfaGion throughout. 
French 
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French General marched into the caftle yard at the head of his officers, and 
demanded to fee the bifhop, who fortunately was converfant with the French 
language. Humbert defired him to be under no apprehenfion for himfelf or 
his people ; they fhould be treated with refpeétful attention, and nothing fhould 
be taken by the French troops, but what was abfolutely neceflary for their 
fupport ; a promife which, as long as thofe troops continued in Killala, was 
moft religioufly obferved. 

Mr. Kirkwood was examined, as to the fupplies that could be drawn from 
the town and neighbourhood to affift the progrefs of the invaders. The 
queries were interpreted by fome Irifh officers, who came with the French, to 
which he anfwered with fuch an appearance of franknefs and candour, that 
he gained the efteem of the French general, who told him he was on his pa- 
role, and fhould have full permiflion to return to his family and attend to his 
private affairs. The conjugal affeGtion of this gentleman on the next day 
made him forget his parole and go to attend his fick wife, who from the 
dread of the enemy had fecreted herfelf in the mountains. Enraged at this 
breach of parole, the French took every thing they wanted out of his ftores, 
oats and falt and iron to a confiderable amount; nor had they been careful 
to prevent depredations by the rebels in his dwelling houfe, as they would 
have done if he had not fled; fo that when he returned he found it a wreck. 

The bithop’s caftle was made the head quarters of the French general. But 
fuch excellent difcipline was conftantly maintamed by thefe invaders while 
they remained in Killala, that with every temptation to plunder, which the 
time and the number of valuable articles within their reach prefented to them 
from a fideboard of plate and glaffes, a hall filled with hats, whips, and great 
coats, as well of the guefts as of the family, not one fingle article of private 
property was carried away. 

On the morning after his arrival, Humbert began his military operations by 
pufhing forward to Ballina a detachment of a hundred men, forty of whom he 
had mounted on the beft horfes he could feize. A green flag was mounted 
over the cafile gate, with the infcription Erin go Bragh, importing to invite 
the country people to join the French. Their caufe was to be forwarded by 
the immediate delivery of arms, ammunition, and clothing to the new levies 
of the country. Property was to be inviolable. Ready money was to come 
over in the fhips expeéted every day from France. In the mean time, what- 
ever was bought was paid for in drafts on the future directory. 

Though 
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Though cafhi were wanting, the promife of clothing and arms to the recruits 
was made good to a confiderable extent. The firft that offered their fervice 
received complete clothing to the amount of about a thoufand. Thc next 
comers, at Icaft as many, received arms and clothing but no {hoes or ftock- 
ings. To the laft, arms only were given. And of arms, Colonel Charoft 
aflured the bifhop, 5500 ftand were delivered. 

Humbert left Killala with a quantity of ammunition in the poffeffion of 200. 
men and 6 officers, and on the 25th, about feven o'clock in the evening took 
poffeffion of Ballina, from whence the garrifon fled on his approach. Here he 
left behind him an officer named Truc, with a very fmall part of the French 
and feveral of the Irifh recruits. Humbert was fenfible of the advantage of 
pufhing forward with vigor, and that a ‘rapid progrefs into the interior 
could alone bring the natives to his ftandard. At Ballina many hun- 
dred peafants repaired to the French ftandard, and with eagernefs received 
arms and uniforms. The French commander determined to attack the forces 
at Caftlebar, and began his march on the morning of the 26th, with eight 
hundred of his own men, and lefs than fifteen hundred Irifh. He advanced 
through mountains, by ways generally deemed impaflable to anarmy, with two. 
fmall curricle guns, the repairing of the carriage of one of which, broken by the 
ruggednefs of the roads, caufed fortunately for our army, fome hours delay in 
their march. ‘The French were at feven o’clock within two miles of the town 
before which our army had taken their pofition on a rifing ground to receive 
them. 

Our artillery at firft made fuch execution among the French, that they in- 
fiantly fell back fome paces. ‘They then filed off in {mall parties to the right 
and left, and affailed our troops in flank, who had fcarcely fired a fecond round, 
when the royal army feized witha panic, broke on all fides, and fled in extreme 
confufion through the town on the road to Tuam. Some have afferted, that 
General Lake gave an order for retreating. The force that general com-- 
manded at Caftlebar fell very little fhort of 6000 men.* 

So 


* This moft difgraceful condu& of our troops in the face of fo fmall a force of the enemy has 
been differently fpoken of by the feveral perfons who have written on the fubje@t. Sir Richard 
Mufgrave has fele€ted half a dozen officers to whom exclufively (perhaps invidioufly) he attributes- 
the credit of attempting to rally their men. (p. 594.) ‘* In juftice to the Earls of Ormond and 
“« Longford, I think it proper te obferve, that they did their utmoft to rally their regiments. The 
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‘ 

So ftrong was the panic of our troops on this fatal occafion, that they never 
halted, till they reached the town of Tuam, nearly forty Englith miles from 
the fcene of aGtion. On the night of the fame day they renewed their march, 
after a fhort refrefhment, and retired ftiil farther towards Athlone, where an 
ofticer of carabineers, with fixty of his men, arrived at one o'clock on Tuefday 
the 20th, having performed a march of above feventy Englith miles (the 
diftance of Athlone from Caftlebar) in twenty-feven hours. The artillery, 
loft by our army in this defeat, confifted of fourteen pieces, of which four 
were curricle guns. Befide that of the carabineers, of which no return has 


«* Earl of Granard, Major Tompfon, Captains Chambers and Armftrong rallied fome foldiers of the 
** Longford, and fome ftragglers of other corps, and covered the retreat of our troops by main- 
** taining, as they retired, a well-directed fire, from behind hedges and walls, on the enemy as they 
** advaneed.” 

The Bifhop of Killala thus avoids direct cenfure. (Narrative p. 45.) “ The writer of this nar- 
“* yative profefles only to defcribe what he faw and felt. It is not his bufinefs therefore, if he were 
“* competent to the tafk, to trace the events of an invafion, the firit fuccefles of whieh eaufed fo 
** mueh aftonithment, or to thew by what means a handful of men continued {fo long to brave the 
** foree of a whole kingdom; men, who, from the time they mitled their reinforcements from 
«* home, eonfeffed their belief that they were no more than a forlorn hope fent to annoy the ene- 
« mies of their country, and, that duty done, expected every hour to be foreed to furrender them- 
“€ felves prifoners of war.” 

The Rev. Mr. Gordon fays, (p. 285,) “ Iam informed by good authority, that the Freneh officers, 
“© at the firft view of the number, and excellent arrangements of our troops, expected no other for- 
“* tune than to be obliged to furrender themfelves prifoners of war, till obferving the irregular fire 
“© of our mutketeers, many of whom fired without orders, they conceived fome hope, and advanced 
“* under eover of the fmoke; but that they muft have probably laid down their arms, if General 
«© Lake had not commanded a retreat, which was the real caufe of the rout; and, that if General 
«* Hutchinfon had been chief commander on this oceafion, the eareer of the invaders would have 
** ended at Caftlebar.” 

There is no queftion, but that a very ferious difference happened previous to the difgraceful action 
at Caftlebar between General (now Lord) Hutchinfon and General Lake: and that the army in 
general was ftrongly affected by the former’s having been fuperfeded in his command by the latter ; 
General Hutehinfon was aequainted with every inch of the country, and had prepared an able and 
efficient plan for topping the progrefs of the enemy; he commanded alike the confidence of the 
army and the affeétions of the natives. As cruelty and cowardice are ever infeparable, it was 
unlikely that troops, which had debafed themfelves by maffaereing the fngitive, furrendered or un- 
offending, by buruing their houfes and deftroying their property, by torturing, ftrangling, and flog- 
ging the fufpected to extort confeffions, fhould when left to themfelves or under the command of 
the promoter of that favage warfare, bravely face an enemy, upon whom they dared not exercife 
their wonted atrocities. 

been 
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been publifhed; our lofs of men has never been ftated accurately, nor the lofs 
of the French ever known to us. 

The Marquis Cornwallis, from the firft intelhgence of the invafion, had, 
notwithftanding the fmallnefs of the invading army, been fo fenfible of the 
danger of rekindling the fmothered flame of rebellion as to have determined 
to march in perfon againft the enemy. His Excellency faw that the utmoft 
caution was expedient, as well as vigour in the movements of his forces. The 
motions of the main army, immediately under his own command, were cal- 
culated to cover the country, to intimidate the abettors of rebellion, and to 
afford an opportunity of rallying to any fmaller bodies of troops which might 
be defeated; while thefe bodies were ordered to harrafs the enemy as much as 
poffible without running rifks, or engaging in battle without certainty of 
fuccefs. The marquis proceeded on the 30th of Augutt in the road to Caft- 
lebar, and arrived on the 4th of September at Hollymount, fourteen miles 
diftant from Cattlebar; in the evening of that day he received intelligence, 
that the enemy had abandoned their poft and marched to Foxford. 

After their victory at Caftlebar, the French received great acceffions of Trith 
peafantry to their ftandard, who encreafed indeed the numbers of the enemy, 
but proved to be of no efteétual aid to them; the French had been taught to 
expect far more powerful afliftance from the Irith. 

The advanced guard of the French having arrived at Coloony, was oppofed 
on the 5th by Colonel Verreker of the City of Limerick Militia, who had 
marched from Sligo for the purpofe, with about two hundred infantry, thirty of 
the 24th regiment of light dragoons, and two curricle guns. The colonel found 
the enemy arranged for lis reception between him and the town of Coloony. 
After a fmart action of about an hour's continuance, he was obliged to retreat, 
with the lofs of his artillery, to Sligo, whence he withdrew his little army to 
Ballyfhannon. Colonel Verreker proved himlelf a man of ability, {pirit, and 
courage, in this affair; he was actually engaged with the whole French force, 
though he conceived hinfelf to be engaged with the vanguard only. 

This oppofition, though attended with defeat to the oppofers, is fuppofed to 
have caufed the French general to relinquith his defign on Sligo. Ile direéted 
his march by Drummahair toward Manorhamilton in the County of Leitrim, 
leaving on the road, for the fake of expedition, three fix pounders difmounted, 
and throwing five pieces more of artillery over the bridge at Drummahair, 
ito the river. In approaching Manorhamilton he fuddenly wheleed to the 
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right, taking his way by Drumkerim, perhaps with defign of attempting, if 
poffible, to reach Granard in the County of Longford, where an alarming in- 
furreGtion had taken place. Crawford's troops hung fo clofe on the rear 
guard of the French, as to come to action with it on the 7th, between Drum- 
fhambo and Ballynamore, in which action they were repulfed with fome lofs, 
and admonifhed to obferve more caution in the purfuit. The French on 
their fide are faid to have miftaken the Colonel's army for the van guard of 
the Britith army, and to have been thereby prevented from attempting to fur- 
round it.* 

The French army pafling the Shannon at Ballintra, and halting fome 
hours in the night at Claone, arrived at Ballinamuck on the 8th of Septem- 
ber, fo clofely followed by the troops of Colonel Crawford and General Lake, 
that its rear guard was unable to break the bridge at Ballintra, to impede the 
purfuit; while Lord Cornwallis, with the grand army, croffed the fame river 
at Carrick-on-Shannon, marched by Mohill to Saint-Johnftown, in the 
county of Longford, in order to intercept the enemy in front, in his way to 
Granard; or fhould he proceed, to furround him with an army of thirty 
thoufand men. In this defperate fituation, Humbert arranged his forces, with 
no other objet, as it muft be prefumed, than to maintain the honor of the 
French arms. The rear-guard having been attacked by Colonel Crawford, 
about two hundred of the French infantry furrendered. The reft continued 
to defend themfelves for above half an hour, when, on the appearance of the 
main body of General Lake’s army, they alfo furrendered, after they had 
made Lord Roden, with a body of dragoons, a prifoner. His lordihip had 
precipitately advanced into the French lines to obtain their furrender. The 
rebel auxiliaries, who had accompanied the French to this fatal field, being 
excluded from quarter, fled in all direétions, and were purfued with the 
flaughter of about five hundred men, which feems much lefs to exceed the 
truth, than the returns of flain in the fouth-eaftern parts of the ifland. Not- 
withftanding the diminution by defertions on the march, about one thoufand 
five hundred rebg¢ls were with the French army at Ballinamuck, at the time 
of the furrender of Humbert. The lofs of our troops was officially ftated at 
three privates killed, twelve wounded, three mifling, and one officer wounded. 
The troops of General Humbert were found, when prifoners, to confift of 


* Humbert is reported to have faid, that Colonel Verreker was the only Britifh ofticer he had 


faced that was fit to command fifty men. 
feven 
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feven hundred and forty-fix privates, and ninety-fix officers, having fuftained 
a lofs of about two hundred men fince their landing at Kilalla on the 22d of 
Augutt. 

It muft ever remain an humiliating reflection upon the luftre and power of 
the Britith arms, that fo pitiful a detachment as that of eleven hundred 
French infantry, fhould, in a kingdom, in which there was an armed force 
of above 150,000 men, have not only put to rout a feleét army of fix 
thoufand men, prepared to receive the invaders, but alfo provided them- 
felves with ordnance and ammunition from our ftores, taken feveral of our 
towns, marched* 122 Irifh (above 150 Englifh) miles through the country, 
and kept arms in their viétorious hands for feventeeit days in the heart of an 
armed kingdom. But it was this Britifh army, which the untemporifing and 
gallant Abercrombie had, on the 26th of February, found in fuch a fiate of 
licentioufnefs, that muft render it formidable to every one but the enemy. 

The prudence of Lord Cornwallis in the plan of his movements, in a line 
between the French and the interior country, is evinced, from the failure of an 
infurre@tion in the neighbourhood of Granard, which had taken place while 
the French were marching from Caftlebar, and had been defigned as a power- 


: * The following was the Route of the French, 


From Killala to Ballina : ~ - 7 

Back from Killala - - - ii 

To Caftlebar - - - 2 

Round the weft end of Lough Bar, and over the Barnagee 
mountains to Foxford - - 

Crofs the river May to Swineford - - 

To Ballaghy - - ~ 

To Tubbercorry - - ~ 

To Colooney - - = . 

To Ballintogher - - - 

To Drumahaire - - - 

To Manor Hamilton - - - 

Back to Drumkerin - ~ - 

To Ballintra = = i 

Crofs to Drumfnave - - 

To Ballinamuck . 2 . 
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ful diverfion in their favor, and even to afford them a commanding poft, 
whence they might more conveniently direét their operations againft the me- 
tropolis. ‘The plan was, firft to feizc the town of Granard, and then to.attack 
the town of Cavan, where confiderable ftores of arms and ammunition were 
depofited. Granard was nearly furprized by a body of fome thoufand rebels, 
chiefly from Wettmeath and Longford, on the 5th of September; but it was 
moft ably defended by Captain Cottingham, of the Cavan and Ballyhaife 
yeoman infantry, whofe whole force confifted of a hundred and fifty-feven 
infantry, and forty-nine cavalry. Between two and three in the afternoon 
the rebels fled, and were purfued with great flaughter. Notwithftanding the 
{peedy fuppreflion of the rebels in the neighbourhood of Granard, and the 
furrender of the French army two days after at Ballynamuck, yet, in the 
county of Mayo, where they had firft rifen to affift the invaders, they ftill per- 
fevered in a ftate of infurreétion. Humbert’s furrender was not known 
in thefe parts for fome days after. Caftlebar, which on its evacuation by the 
French, had been occupied by the king’s troops, was attacked in the morn- 
ing of the 12th of September, by a body of rebels, reported to be two thou- 
fand in number. The garrifon, confifting of fifty-feven of Frafer’s fencibles, 
thirty-four volunteers, and one troop of yeoman cavalry, was fo judicioufly 
pofied by Captain Urquhart, of the Frafer’s, as to completely rout the affail- 
ants, whofe objeét probably was to plunder the town. All the places which 
had fallen into ‘the hands of the rebels were now recovered, except Ballina 
and Killala, which remained fome time longer in their poffeffion. On 
his march from Caftlebar on the 4th of September, Humbert had left no part 
of his army at Killala or Ballina, except three officers at the former, and one 
at the latter, to command the rebels who formed the garrifons of thofe towns. 
No force was detached from the army to re-occupy Ballina, till the 22d of 
September, about three o’clock in the afternoon, when, upon their approach, 

the rebel garrifon, with its French commander, Truc, fled towards Killala. 
On the 22d of September, thirty-two days after the landing of the French 
army, and fifteen after its capture at Ballinamuck, a large body of troops ar- 
rived at Killala, under the command of Major General Trench, who would 
have been ftill fome days later in lis arrival, had he not been haftened by a 
meffage from the bifhop, to announce the fearful apprehenfions his lordfhip’s 

family, and the other loyalifis were under, from the ferocity of the rebels. 
On the 23d of September, the arrival of General Trench, with a part of the 
army 
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army at Killala, and fome other tranfaétions of the French whilft that part of 
the country was in the inglorious fubjeétion to their rule, are thus faithfully 
narrated by the right reverend eye witnefs of them.* 

“ A troop of fugitives in full race from Ballina, women and children, 
tumbling over one another to get into the caftle, or into any houfe in the town 
where they might hope for a momentary fhelter, continued for a painful 
length of time to give notice of the approach of an army. 

The rebels quitted their camp te occupy the rifing ground clofe by the town, 
on the road to Ballina, and pofted themfelves under the low ftone walls on 
each fide, in fuch a manner as enabled them with great advantage to take aim 
at the king’s troops. They had a ftrong guard alfo on the other fide of the 
town towards Foxford, having probably received intelligence, which was true, 
that General Trench had divided his forces at Crofmalina, and fent one part 
of them by a detour of three miles to intercept the fugitives, that might take 
that courfe in their flight. This laft detachment confifted chiefly of the Kerry 
militia, under the orders of Lieutenant Colonel Crofbie and Maurice Fitzge- 
rald the knight of Kerry, their colonel, the Earl of Glandore attending the 
general. It is a circumftance, which ought never to be forgotten by the 
loyalifts of Killala, that the Kerry militia were fo wrought upon by the exhor- 
tations of thofe two {pirited officers, to lofe no time in coming to the relief of 
their perifhing friends, that they appeared on the fouth fide of the town at the 
fame inftant with their fellows on the oppofite fide, though they had a league 
more of road to perform. 

The two divifions of the royal army were fuppoled to make up about twelve 
hundred men, and they had five pieces of cannon. ‘The number of the rebels 
could not be afcertained. Many ran away before the engagement, while a 
very confiderable number flocked into the town in the very heat of it, paffing 
under the caftle windows in view of the French officers on horfeback, and run- 
‘ning upon death, with as little appearance of refle&tion or concern, as if they 
were haftening toa fhew. About four hundred of thefe mifguided men fell 
in the battle, and immediately after it. Whence it may be conjectured, that 
their entire number fcarcely exceeded eight or nine hundred. 

The whole fcene paffed in fight of the caftle, and fo near it, that the family 
could diftinétly hear the balls whiftling by their ears. 


+. NattiePal45, 
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We kept our eyes on the rebels, who feemed to be pofted with fo much ad- 
vantage behind the ftone walls that lined the road. They levelled their pieces. 
fired very deliberately from each fide on the advancing enemy, yet ({trange 
to tell!) were able only to kill one man, a corporal, and wound one common | 
foldier. Their fhot, in general, went over the heads of their opponents. A 
regiment of highlanders (Frafer’s fencibles) filed off to riglit and left, to flank 
the fufileers behind the hedges and walls ; they had a marfhy ground on the 
left to furmount before they could come upon their objeét, which occafioned 
fome delay, but at length they reached them, and made fad havock among 
them. Then followed the Queen’s County militia and the Downfhire, which 
laft regiment had a great fhare in the honour of the day. 

After a refiftance of about twenty minutes, the rebels began to fly in all di- 
rections, and were purfued by the Roxburgh cavalry into the town in full 
cry. This was not agreeable to military practice, according to which it is 
‘ufual to commit the affault of a town to the infantry; but here the general 
wifely reverfed the mode, in order to prevent the rebels, by a rapid purfuit, 
from taking fhelter in the houfes of the townsfolk, a circumftance which was 
likely to provoke indifcriminate flaughter and pillage. ‘The meafure was at- 
tended with the defired fuccefs. A confiderable number was cut down in 
the ftreets, and of the remainder, but a few were able to efcape into the houfes, 
being either pufhed through the town till they fell in with the Kerry from 
Crofmalina, or obliged to take the fhore, where it winds round a promontory, 
forming one of the horns of the bay of Killala. And here too the fugitives 
were {wept away by f{cores, a cannon being placed on the oppofite fide of the 
bay, which did great execution. 

Some of the defeated rebels, however, did force their way into houfes, and 
by confequence brought mifchief upon the innocent inhabitants, without 
benefit to themfelves.” : 

The town of Killala, thus recovered by his majefty’s forces, had been 
thirty-two days in the poffeffion of the French and rebels. Of the tranfac- 
tions, which occurred there during that period, the bifhop’s candid narrative is 
a moft valuable and authentic hiftorical document, extremely honorable to 
the writer, fince it evinces a genuine goodnefs of heart, and a mind fo culti- 
vated, fo candid, fo elevated above vulgar prejudices, and the fervile fear of 
party, as to difcern and publicly acknowledge the virtues of an enemy. 

The unbiaffed writer thus defcribes the little army of invaders :—intelli- 

gence, 
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gence, activity, temperance, patience, to a furprifing degree, appeared to be 
combined in the foldiery that came over with Humbert, together with the 
exacteft obedience to difcipline: yet, if you except the grenadiers, they 
had nothing to catch the’eye. Their ftature, for the moft part, was low, 
their complexion pale and fallow, their clothes much the worfe for the wear : 
to a fuperficial obferver, they would have appeared incapable of enduring 
almoft any hardfhip. Thefe were the men, however, of whom it was prefently 
obferved that they could be well content to live on bread or potatoes, to drink 
water, to make the ftones of the {treet their bed, and to fleep in their clothes, 
with no cover but the canopy of heaven. One half of their number had 
ferved in Italy under Buonaparte; the reft were of the army of the Rhine, 
where they had fuffered dittreffes, that well accounted for their perfons and 
wan looks. 

The rebels, who had jomed the French, were with great difficulty reftrained 
by the French from plundering and abufing the loyalifts.* “ Indeed,” fays the 
right reverend narrator, “‘ the contraft with regard to religious fentiments, 
“ between the French and their Irith allies, was extremely curious. The 
“ atheift defpifed and affronted the bigot; but the wonder was, how the zea- 
“ lous papift fhould come to any terms of agreement with a fet of men, who 
‘* boafted openly in our hearing, ‘ that they had juft driven Mr. Pope out 
* of Italy, and did not expeét to find him again fo fuddenly in Ireland.’ It 
* aftonifhed the French officers to hear the recruits, when they offered their 
“ fervices, declare, that they were come to take arms for France and the 
“ Blefied Virgin.” The conduét of the feveral priefts, who engaged in the 
fame treafonable enterprife, was yet more furprifing than that of their people. 
No fet of men could be treated with more apparent marks of diflike, and even 
contempt, than thefe were by the French, though againft the plainett fug- 
geftions of policy, which recommended attention to them, both as having an 
influence over their flocks, and as ufeful interpreters, moft of them (from 
their foreign education) being able to fpeak a little French. Yet the com- 
mandant would not truft to their interpretation: if he wanted to know the 
truth, he waited till he could fee the bithop. 

It was at one time ftrongly agitated, whether arms fhould not be put into 
the hands of all the Proteftant mhabitants of Kullala, im order to enable them 
to defend themfelves againft depredation and infult : and feveral had aétually 


* Narr, p. 96. p 
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obtained them. However, * “ after an hour’s ftruggle feveral of the Protef- 
tants, intimidated by the menaces of the others, returned the arms they had 
received, and faid they would truft themfelves to the proteétion of the 
patrole, which put an end for that time to the difturbance. 

“ It was renewed, however, the two following days with unabating vio- 
lence, till at length the Proteftants, harraffed by domiciliary vifits of armed 
rebels in fearch of concealed weapons, agreed in a petition to the com- 
mandant, that he would call in by proclamation what he had given out, and 
forbid in future any perfon’s appearing in arms, except recruits for the 
French fervice. The terror of being thus {tripped of the means of defence 
was exaggerated by the alarming accounts of depredations on every fide of 
Killala to the diftance of feveral miles. Not a night paffed but fome. houfe 
was rifled; fearce an hour in the day elapfed, in which the bifhop was not 
importuned to lay fome lamentation before the commandant, or to fend out 
fome guard for proteétion. ; 

“ Butif it were doubtful, whether arms might fafely be committed to every 
inhabitant of Killala, it admitted no difpute at all, that the town could not 
exift without fome form of civil government. Depredators crouded in 
hourly from the country, to the equal annoyance and terror of every body 
that had property, whether Catholic or Proteftant. ‘The French, it was faid, 
had divided the town and neighbourhood of Cafilebar into diftriéts, appoint- 
ing over each a municipal officer with a guard at his command, properly armed 
for the public defence; and the fcheme there had the defired fuccefs. A 
proclamation was therefore iffued for eftablifhing a fimilar form through the 
canton, over which Charoft prefided. The country was thrown into depart- 
ments ; a magiftrate, to be elected by his neighbours, was to take charge of 
each, with the help of a guard of fixteen or twenty men; arms and ammu- 
nition were to be diftributed to thefe, under an exprefs ftipulation, that nei- 
ther officers nor men fhould be marched out of their refpe¢ctive departments, 
nor employed againtt their fovereign, nor in any fervice except that of keep- 
ing the peace. The town of Killala was committed to the protection of one 
hundred and fifty men, in three bodies, all to be obfervant of the orders of 
Mr. James Devitt, the civil magifirate, unanimoufly chofen by the people, 
becaufe he was a fubftantial tradefman, a Roman Catholic, and a man of fenfe 


* Narrative, p. 52. 


and 


OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 80} 


and moderation. He had under him two affittants, of his own religion: The 
benefits of this regulation were felt immediately in the eftablifhment of to- 
lerable order and quiet, at leaftin and about the town; and without doubt 
they would have been felt to a greater extent, if the French power had been 
firmer. 

‘The example of Killala was prefently copied in the other departments. 
Magiftrates were elected, always Roman Catholics, but commonly of the bet- 
ter fort among them; perfons who had no defire to take arms againft the 
Britith government. Some of thefe applied to the bifhop for his opinion, 
whether they fhould incur the penalties of treafon by aéting under a foreign 
power, merely for the common fafety, and under the conditions ftated above. 
His anfwer was, that he was no lawyer; but always having found the law of 
England to be confonant to reafon, he would take upon him to fay, there 
could be no law forbidding to do under thefe circumftances what was ab- 
folutely enjoined by the great law of felf-prefervation. It is reported, that 
when the rebellion was over, feveral perfons muttered againft this doc- 
trine : it might be conceded, they faid, to the exifting terror, but it was not 
found, becaufe it might be employed as an excufe for a tame and prompt 
fubmiffion to any invaders. To fuch tranquil declaimers on the merit of 
cafting away life and property, in preference to bowing the head to a ftorm, 
it is obvious to reply, that had they changed fituations with thofe, who ac- 
tually felt the diftrefs, it is more than probable they would have feen good 
reafon to adopt the very conduét, which in the fulnefs of fecurity they 
took upon them to condemn. To fubmit to a king, de fado, and even to act 
by acommiffion from fuch a one, to preferve the peace of the community, pro- 
vided by fo doing you do not preclude yourfelf from returning under the 
government of a king de jure, is a practice fanétioned by the authority of our 
moft equitable law.” 

The court-martial began the day after the battle, and fat in the houfe of 
Mr. Morrifon. ‘Their proceedings at firft appeared extremely flow, confider- 
ing the multitudes they had to try, not lefs than feventv-five prifoners at Kil- 
lala, and a hundred and ten at Ballina, befides thofe, who might be brought 
in daily. The two firft perfons tried at this tribunal were General Bellew 
and Mr. Richard Bourke. The trial of thefe two criminals was fhort. They 
were found guilty on Monday evening, and hanged the next morning in the 
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park behind the caftle. Contemptible for drunkennefs and vulgar manners, 
they fell without exciting a fentiment of compafiion. 

Roger Macguire was found guilty but remanded to prifon, and after a long 
confinement, he was tranfmitted to Caftlebar, where at laft he received fen- 
tence to be tranfported to Botany Bay. His father, the brewer, was hanged; 
fome others were executed. 

Thus ended the rebellion, or, more properly {peaking, the various infurgen- 
cies in Ireland in the year 1798. Little reliance is to be placed on the offi- 
cial accounts of the killed, wounded, and miffing, in the feveral engagements 
and rencountres. According to the moft probable accounts to be had from 
the War-Office, the number of the army loft in this rebellion amounts in the 
whole to 19,700 men; and according to the general government accounts of 
the total lofs of the rebels, it exceeded, 50,000. 


CHAPTER 
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OF THE UNION OF GREAT BRITAIN WITH IRELAND. 


Our remaining tafk is to trace the confequences and effects of this unfor- 
tunate rebellion, and mark the progrefs to that great political event, the in- 
corporate Union of the two kingdoms, which foclofely followed it. Whatever 
differences of opinion upon this fubjeét may have exifted in either kingdom, 
previous to the completion of that work, there can now but be one difpofition 
and one fentiment of every loyal fubjeét upon it: an ardent defire, coupled 
with efficient exertion, to render it preventative of future evils, and accumu- 
lative of future bleflings, improvements, and permanent profperity to Ireland 
and the whole Britifa empire, now politically confolidated for thofe defirable 
ends. 

Fierce as was the conteft during this unfortunate warfare, and widely as 
the mild and firm controul of the law was deviated from, yet did the whole 
tranfaétion form a fingular exception to the adage, inter arma filent leges. 
The parliament continued to fit and legiflate during the whole time of the 
rebellion. Inthe months of Auguft and September the examination of the 
chiefs of the rebels went forward before the fecret committees of both houfes, 
and their reports, which have been fo often referred to, were then publifhed. 
It appears, that government were anxious, that the reports of thefe committces 
fhould gain univerfal credit with the nation; and the more fo, as an adver- 
tifement had appeared in fome of the more popular prints cautioning the 
public againft giving them credit.* On the 6th, therefore, of September, 

1798, 


* Mr. Arthur O'Connor in his letter to Lord Caftlereagh gives the following account of this 
mifunderftanding about the publication of their evidence given before the fecret committees. (P.11.) 
** Purfuant to this agreement, at the inftance of government, Emmett, M‘Nevin, and I drew up 
“ a memoir containing thirty-fix pages, giving an account of the origin, principles, condut, and 
“* views of the union, which we figned and delivered to you on the 4th of Auguft laft. On the 6th, 
*« Mr. Cook came to our prifon, and after acknowledging, that the memoir was a perfect perform- 
“* ance of our agreement, he told us that Lord Cornwallis had read it, but, as it was a vindication 
‘* of the union, and a condemnation of the minifters, the government, and legiflature of Ireland, 
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1798, the chancellor made the following further report from the cominittee 
of fecrecy. 
‘oni Lops: 

“ THE lords committees appointed to examine the mat- 
ters of the fealed up papers received from the commons on the twenty- 
third of July laft, and to report the fame as they fhall appear to them to 
this houfe; having feen an advertifement in the public prints, figned Ar- 
“ thur O'Connor, Thomas Addis Emmet, and William James M‘Neven, in 
“ the following words: [‘ Having read in the different news papers publica- 
‘ tions pretending to be abftraéts of the reports of the fecret committee of 
the Houfe of Commons, and of our depofitions before the committees of 
the lords and commons; we feel ourfelves called upon to aflure the public, 
‘that they are grofs and to us aftonifhing mifreprefentations, not only un- 
fupported by, but in many inftances directly contradiétory to the facts we 
really {tated on thofe occafions. We further affure our friends, that in no 
inftance did the name of any individual efcape from us; on the contrary, 
we always refufed anfwering fuch queftions as might tend to implicate 
any perfon whatever, conformably to the agreement entered into by the 
{tate prifoners with government. 
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‘ ArtHuR O Connor, 
‘ THomas Appis EmMMet, 
‘Wiriiram James M‘NEvEN.’} 

“ have thought it their duty to examine the faid Arthur O’Connor, Thomas 


he could not receive it, and therefore he wifhed we would alter it; we declared we would not 
change one letter, it was alk true, and it was the truth we ftood pledged to deliver. He then 
afked us if government fhould publifh fuch parts only as might fuit them, whether we would re- 
frain from publifhing the memoir entire; we anfwered, that having ftipulated for the liberty of 
publication, we would ufe that right when, and as we fhould feel ourfelves called on; to which 
he added, that if we publifhed, he would have to hire perfons to anfwer us, that then he fuppofed 
we would reply, by which a paper war would be carried on without end between us and the go- 
“‘ vernment. Finding that we would not fuffer the memoir to be garbled, and that the literary 
‘* conteft between us and thefe hirelings was not likely to turn out to your credit, it was determined 
‘* to examine us before the fecret committees, whereby a more compleat {election might be made 
‘* out of the memoir, and all the objectionable truths, with which it was obferved it abounded, 
‘© might be fuppreffed. For the prefent I fhall only remark that of one hundred pages, to which 
‘« the whole of the information I gave to the government and to the fecret committees amounts, 
“ only one page has been publifhed.” 
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Addis Emmet, and William James M‘Neven, with refpect to fuch adver- 
tifement, to the end that it might be afcertained whether they or any of 
them intended to contradiét or retraét any thing, which they had hereto- 
fore depofed before your committee. And your committee fubjoin the 
feveral examinations on oath of the faid Arthur O’Connor, Thomas Addis 
Emmet, and William James M‘Neven, this day made and figned by them 


refpectively upon that fubject.’* 
Lord 


* g Lords Journal, p.171. ‘* Arthur O'Connor fworn—Admits that the advertifement which 
appeared in the Hibernian Journal, and Saunders’s News Letter of Monday the twenty-feventh 
of Auguft laft, under the fignatures of Arthur O'Connor, Thomas Addis Emmet and William 
James M‘Neven, was publifhed by their authority. Says he does not mean to contradict or re- 
tract any thing ftated by him before this committee or the fecret committee of the Houfe of Com- 
mons. Says he has now read the evidence given by him before the fecret committee of the 
Houfe of Lords as printed in the appendix to their report, which he admits to be accurate, but 
wifhes to explain himfelf upon two points contained in faid evidence. Firft, that General Va- 
lence was not in the moft diftant manner conneéted or concerned in any negociation carried on 
between the Dire¢tory of the Irifh Union and the French Dire€tory. Secondly, that it did not 
appear to him, that there was any connection between the Irifh Executive Directory and any fo- 
ciety in Great Britain; on the contrary, that it was propofed to the perfon who adjufted the 
terms of the alliance between the Irifh Union and the French Dire€tory in one thoufand feven 
hundred and ninety fix, that an invafion of England fhould take place at the fame time that 
Ireland was to be invaded, to diffuade them from which, the Irifh agent ufed fuch arguments as 
he believes were conclufive. Arthur O'Connor. 
** Thomas Addis Emmet, Efquire, fworn—Admits that the advertifement which appeared in the 
Hibernian Journal and Saunders’s News Letter of Monday the twenty-feventh of Auguft laft, 
under the fignatures of Arthur O'Connor, Thomas Addis Emmet, and William James M‘Neven, 
was publifhed by their authority. Says he did not by faid advertifement, nor does he in any 
manner mean to contradiét or retract any thing ftated by him before this committee or the fecret 
committee of the Houfe of Commons, but is willing to authenticate the whole of the evidence 
which he gave on thofe occafions in any manner that may be thought fit. Declares that the faid 
advertifement alluded folely to mifreprefentation in the news papers. Says, that he has read the 
evidence {tated in the Appendix to the Report of the Secret Committee of the Houfe of Lords, as 
having been given by him before that committee, and admits that the evidence fo {tated expretfed 
nothing but the truth, but omits many reafons which he gave in juftification of his own conduct 
and of that of the members of the Union at large. Says, he does not mean to contradi& any 
thing which has been fo reported with refpect to the military organization of the United Ivifli- 
men in this kingdom, or the nature or objet of it, which was after they had defpaired of obtain- 
ing a reform in parliament by peaceable means, to effect a revolution by fubverting the monar- 
chy, feparating this country from Great Britain, and erecting fuch government in Ireland as 
“© might 
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Lord Cornwallis, whofe magnanimity and liberality put the extortioners of 
the old fyftem of rigor and coercion to the blufh and defiance, took every 
opportunity to convince the nation, that a real change of fyfiem was adopted 
by the government; and fortunately for Ireland, the affections of numbers 
were reclaimed by a fyftem of modcration and firmnefs, which had been 
eftranged by that of uncontrouled feverity and coercion. As early as on the 
13th of Scptember his Excellency Lord Cornwallis, wifhing to prevent the 
delufion and confequent deftruétion of the multitude, publithed a proclama- 
tion® to induce them to fubmit. Although it did not at the moment anfwer 

fully 


might be chofen by the people. Says, he does not mean to contradiét the details given in the 
faid reports, of the correfpondence and connection of the Irifh Union with the government of 
France, as far as he has any knowledge thereof, and which details he fo far admits to be accurate. 
“« Thomas Addis Emmet. 
“* Doctor William James M‘Neven, fworn—Admits that the advertifement which appeared in 
the Hibernian Journal and Saunders’s News Letter of Monday the twenty-feventh of Auguft 
Jaft, under the fignatures of Arthur O'Connor, Thomas Addis Emmet, and William James 
M‘Neven, was publithed by their authority. Says, he does not mean to contradi&t or retraé&t 
any thing ftated by him before this committee or the fecret committee of the Houfe of Commons. 
The advertifement alluded folely to the mifreprefentations of the news papers which are not 
fupported by the report of either houfe of parliament. Says, he does not mean to contradi& any 
thing which has becn fo reported with refpect to the military organization of the United Irifh- 
men in this kingdom, or the nature or objeét of it, which was to effeét a revolution by fubvert- 
ing the monarchy, feparating this country from Great Britain, and ereGting a republican govern- 
ment in Ireland. Says, he does not mean to contradict the details given in the faid reports of 
the correfpondence and connection of the Irifh Revolutionary Union with the government of 
France, which details he admits to be accurate. William James M‘Neven.” 


* A PROCLAMATION. 
CORNWALLIS. 


«“ WHEREAS, it appears that during the late invafion, many of the inhabitants of 
“© the county of Mayo, and counties adjacent, did join the French forces, and did receive from them 
‘© arms and ammunition; and whereas it may be expedient to admit fuch perfons to mercy who 
“« may have been inftigated thereto by defigning men, we do hereby promife his majefty’s pardon 
** to any perfon who has joined the enemy provided he furrenders himfelf to any of his majefty’s 
«© juftices of the peace, or any of his majefty’s officers, and delivers up a French firelock and bayo- 
“* net, and all the ammunition in his poffeffion; and provided he has not ferved in any higher ca- 
“© pacity than that of private : 
«* This proclamation to be in force for thirty days from the date hereof. 
** Given at his majefty’s caftle of Dublin, this 11th day of September, 1798. By the lord lieu- 
“-tenant’s command. 
: «© CASTLEREAGH.” 


On 


OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 807 


fully the defired effect, yet was it not followed up by harflinefs or cruelty to 
inflame the exifting or to provoke a new infurgency. 


On 


On the debate on the attainder bill on the 20th of Auguft, Mr. Ogle alarmed at the fyftem of hu- 
manity fo little congenial with his own feelings, which the policy, wifdom, and philanthropy of the 
chief governor had then began, thus fpoke. ‘“‘ Great a traitor as he acknowledged Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald to have been, there were others, not only equalling, but exceeding him in criminality, 
** as having gone to the extent of aéting upon what he had only planned, What, he would afk, 
** was to be done with thete? Were they to be fuffered to contemplate in fecurity and without 
** punifhment the evils which they had brought on the country? Were they to have liberty of 
tranfporting themfelves and property to other and happier countries, bleffed in their efcape from 
a land which they had made miferable? And were they to have to boaft, amidft the enjoyments 
of another clime, and undiminifhed fortune, the horrors under which they had reduced their 
country. What was the fituation of that once flourifhing county, that of Wexford? What in it 
was the fituation of the brave yeomanry, whofe loyalty and courage were exerted in defence of 
“ their king and country, and who in the conteft had loft every particle of their property, what was 
“« their condition? They were a€tually afraid to return to their homes amidft protected rebels, who, 
by a letter received fince he came into the houfe he learned to be ftill committing murders on the 
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loyal inhabitants.” 

Of this patricide clamor for fpilling Irith blood by thofe, who had once fatally fucceeded in ex- 
torting that ferocious and mifchievous fyftem, now checked and reprobated by Englifh benevolence 
and wifdom, Mr. Grattan expreffed his fentiments in a letter he wrote from Twickenham on the 
oth of November, 1798, to the guild of merchants, corporation of Dublin, and fellows of Trinity 
college, concerning their attacks upon his character and conduct. Having addreffed each rank 
feparately, he thus concluded to the doctors. ‘ 1] affure them, I am not their enemy, though they 
** may be mine. But,” continues he, “ that is not the cafe with another defcription of men, with 
*« whom I fhould be afhamed to difcourfe in the fame tone of temper and moderation ; I mean that 
*€ Trifh faction, which is the fecret mover of all this calumny and all this injuftice; they ftand at the 
** head of a bloody combination; [look on them as the caufe of the evil that has of late fallen on 
“‘ their country. I proteft I do not know a faction which, confidering the very {mall meafure of 
*« their credit and ability, has done fo much mifchief to their king and country, ‘They oppofed the 
“« reftoration of the conftitution of Ireland; they afterwards endeavoured to betray and undermine 
** it; they introduced a fyftem of corruption unknown in the annals of parliament : they then pro- 
*« claimed that corruption fo loudly, fo fcandaloufly, and fo broadly, that one of them was obliged 
“* to deny in one houfe the notorious expreflions he had ufed in another. ‘They accompanied thefe 
** offences by abominable petulance of invective uttered from time to time againft the great body cf 
** the people, and having by fuch proceedings and fuch difcourfe loft their affection, they reforted 
** to a fyftem of coercion to fupport a fyftem of torture attendant on a conipiracy of which their 
** crimes was the caufe. And now their country difplays a moft extraordinary conteft, where an 
** Englithman at the head of its government ftruggles to fpare the Irith people, and an Irifh faction 
“* preffes to fhed their blood. I repeat it, I do not know a faction more dangerous, more malig- 
*¢ nant, or more fanguinary. 

« Tam 
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On the 6th of October the parliament was prorogued in the ufual form, and 


his excellency delivered a very interefting fpeech fron the throne.* About 
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“© T amready to enter into detail of all this: enough at prefent to fay, that I have been forced to 
write thus much, becaufe I have no opportunity of vindication but the prefs, and no prefs but 
that of England. [This letter appeared in the Courier.] 

*¢ T fhall conclude by affuring that faction, that I am apprifed of their enmity, and fhall go out to 
meet their hoftility; hoping, however, that they may not be judges, or their blood-hounds my 
jury. At all events, if fuch a faction be permitted to dominate in Ireland, I had rather fuffer by 
its injuftice than live under its oppreffion.” 

* © My Lorps anp GENTLEMEN,. 

“ T HAVE the fatisfaction of acquainting you that I have received the king’s 
commands to releafe you from your long and fatiguing attendance in parliament, and am ordered 
to thank you in his majefty’s name, for the unthaken firmnefs and magnanimity with which you 
have met the moft trying difficulties, and with which the meafures have been planned which you , 
have adopted for the prefervation of the country. 
«« T offer you my moft fincere congratulations on the glorious victory which has been obtained by 
his majefty’s fquadron under the command of Sir Horatio Nelfon over the French fleet in the 
Mediterranean, which not only refle¢ts the higheft honor on the officers and feamen, by whom it 
has been achieved, but affords a profpect of the moft beneficial confequences to the future interefts 
of the Britifh empire.” 

‘© GENTLEMEN OF THE House oF Commons, 

“¢ T AM commanded to convey to you his majefty’s particular thanks for the 
fupplies, which you have fo liberally granted, and by which you have manifefted both the extent 
of the refources which this kingdom poffeffes, and the {pirit with which they are employed by the 
commons of Ireland for the advantage of the ftate. 

‘© His majefty laments the neceffity, which calls for the impofition of frefh burdens on his majefty’s 
fubjects, but he trufts that they will fee how much their prefent fafety and their future happinefs 
depend on their exertions in the arduous conteft in which they are engaged ; and he affures his 
faithful commons that the aids which they have afforded fhall be carefully applied to the great 
object of maintaining the honor and promoting the interefts of their country.” 

My Lorps anp GENTLEMEN, . 

‘© THE circumftances which have taken place fince its commencement muft 
render this feffion ever memorable. 

«© The fouleft and darkeft confpiracy was formed and long carried on by the implacable enemy of 
thefe realms for the total extin¢tion of the conftitution, and for the feparation of his majefty’s 
kingdom of Ireland from Great Britain. By the intermitting vigilance of my predeceffor in this 
government the treafon has been deteéted; the apprehenfion of the principal confpirators, and 
the falutary meafures wifely adopted, checked its progrefs, and through your fagacious diligence 
it has been developed in all its parts, and traced to all its fources. 

« A dangerous and wicked rebellion, the confequence of that confpiracy, has been in a great 


** meafure 
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the fame time a circumftance occurred of fingular notoriety and importance 
to the welfare of Ireland. The Earl of Ennifkillen, who ranked as a cclonel 
in the army, had ever been prominently zealous for the fyftem of coercion and 
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meafure fubdued, and the attempt of our inveterate enemy to rekindle the flame of civil difcord, 
by fending a force into this country, has terminated in defeat. 

“* Religion, that greateft comfort and fupport of mankind, has been moft wickedly perverted to 
the purpofe of inflamiug the worft of paffions, and the vileft arts have been ufed to perfuade the 
ignorant and unwary, that in a reign, which has been marked by a feries of indulgencies to all fees 
of Chriftians, it is the intention of his majefty’s government to opprefs, and even to extirpate 
that defcription of his majefty’s fubje€ts who have received repeated and recent marks of his 
favor and protection. 

““ The Catholics of Ireland cannot but have obferved what has been the condué of thofe, who 
affe@ to be their friends, towards the rights and the characters which they venerate, and under 
whofe aufpices the perfecuted paftors of their church have found an afylum. 

«© Among a number of offenders fome moft active characters have neceffarily been felected as 
objeéts of public juftice, but in every period of this dangerous confpiracy the lenity of government 
and of parliament has been confpicuous, aud a general act of pardon recently iffued from the 
royal mercy for the purpofe of affording fecurity to the repentant, and encouraging the deluded 
to return to their duty. ‘ 

«¢ The vigor and power of his majefty’s arms, the loyalty, {pirit and aGtivity of his regular, mi- 
litia and yeomanry forces, together with the prompt and cordial afliftance of the militia and fenci- 
bles of Great Britain, have abundantly proved how vain every attempt muft be, either by treachery 
within or by force from abroad, to undermine or to overturn our civil and religious eftablifh- 
ments. 

** From the dangers which have furrounded you, and which you have overcome, you muft be 
fenfible that your fecurity can only be preferved by perfevering vigilance and encreafing energy. 
You will not fuffer your efforts to relax, and you may be aifured of my zealous endeavours to 
fecond your exertions. Our hopes and our objects are the fame, that the deluded may fee their 
error, and the difaffeGted be reclaimed; but if an endeavour thall be made to abufe the royal 
mercy, and to form freth confpiracies in the profpeét of impunity, offended juftice will then be 
compelled to extend to the obdurate criminal the full meafure of his punithment. 

«© Amidft your meafures, either of power, of juftice, or of clemency, you have not forgotten to 
afford confolation and encouragement to the loyal. The means which were adopted for their 
temporary relief, and the plan which has been adopted for the further remuneration of their loffes, 
are highly honorable to your feelings, and muft, in every loyal breaft, excite emotions of love and 
gratitude to his country. 

«« Since my arrival in this kingdom, I have received the moft flattering affurances of your regard 
and approbation, which command my warmeft acknowledgements ; and whilft I feel myfelf thus 
encouraged and fupported, and refleé&t on the loyalty which is fo generally difplayed, and on the 
force entrufted to my direction, I cannot allow myfelf to doubt of the fuccefs of our united en- 
deavours for the welfare of this country.” 


Mor. I ons feverity. 
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feverity. It is to be hoped that few of his colleagues, aflociates, and co- 

operators in thofe meafures fupported them by the fame infamous injuftice and 

profligacy he notorioufly did. It is however to be feared, from the common 
caufe, which moft Orangemen made with this nobleman’s difgrace and 

punifhment, that the fympathy of that affociation with the noble lord’s difpo- 

fition and condué was lamentably too general. Difliked at firft, the benevo- 

lent, magnanimous and juft Cornwallis became henceforward execrated by 

the Orangemen: and they attempted to vilify that illuftrious character by the 

opprobrious appellation of Croppy Corny. On the 13th of Oétober a court 
martial,* of which the Earl of Ennifkillen was the prefident, proceeded to the 
trial of Hugh Wollaghan, of Middlewood, in the county of Wicklow, yeo- 

man, charged with having, on the 1ft of October, inftant, come to the houfe 
of Thonias Dogherty, and then and there fhooting and killing the faid Thomas 

Dogherty, to which he was encouraged by Charles Fox and James Fox, of 
the aforefaid county, yeomen: and the faid James Fox was likewife charged 

with having difcharged a loaded gun at Margaret Barry of Delgany, on the 

1f{t Oétober, inftant. 

The prifoner being duly arraigned, pleaded not guilty. It appeared in evi- 
dence from the teftimony of Mary Dogherty, of Delgany, in the county of 
Wicklow, that the prifoner came into her houfe at Delgany, and demanded 
if there were any bloody rebels there—that on deponent’s anfwering there was 
not; only a fick boy; the prifoner Wollaghan afked the boy if he were 
Dogherty’s eldeft fon; upon which the boy ftood up and told him he was; 
Wollaghan then faid, well, you dog, if you are, you are to die here; that the 
boy replied, I hope not: if you have any thing againft me, bring me to 
Mr. Latouche, and give me a fair trial, and if you get any thing againft me, 
give me the feverity of the law; that Wollaghan replied, no dog, I don’t 
care for Latouche, you are to die here; upon which deponent faid to Wolla- 
ghan, (he then having the gui cocked in his hand) for the love of God, {pare 
my child’s life and take mine; that Wollaghan replied, no, you bloody whore, 
if I had your hufband here, I would give him the fame death. He then 
fnapped the gun, but it did not go off; he fnapped a fecond time, but it 


* This court martial was holden in the barracks, at Dublin, by order of Lieutenant General Craig. 
Befide the prefident it confifted of 
Major Brown, R.I. D. Captain Irwin, Fermanagh, 
Captain Onge, ditto Captain Carter, R.I. D. 
. Captain Leflie, Fermanagh. Lieutenant Summers, 6sth. kd 
cent 
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did not go off; upon which a man of the name of Charles Fox, but not 
either of the two prifoners at the bar, came in and faid, damn your gun, 
there is no good in it; and that the faid Fox faid, at the fame time to Wol- 
laghan, that the man (pointing to deponent’s fon,) muft be thot; that 
deponent then got hold of Wollaghan’s gun, and endeavoured to turn it from 
her fon, upon which the gun went off, grazed her fon’s body, and fhot him 
in the arm—the boy ftaggered, leaned on a form—turned up his eyes, and 
faid, mother, pray forme! That on Wollaghian’s firmg the gun, he went 
out at the door, and in a fhort time returned in again, and faid, is not the dog 
dead yet? that deponent replied, oh! yes, Sir, he is dead enough!’ upon which 
Wollaghan replied (firing at him again) for fear he be not let him take this; de- 
ponent was at that inftant holding up her fon’s head, when he fell, and died! 
No attempt was made to contradiét any part of this evidence, but a jufti- 
fication of the horrid murder was fet up, as having been done under the order 
of the commanding officer, and this was {worn to by George Kennedy, Cor- 
poral of the Mount Kennedy Yeomen, who depofed that Captain Armftrong 
of the King’s County Militia, who commanded at Mount Kennedy before and 
after Dogherty was fhot, in confequence of the enormitics and murders com- 
mitted in that neighbourhood by day and by night, gave general orders, 
that any body of yeomanry going out, (he would with them not lefs than nine 
or ten for their own fafety,) and, if they fhould meet with any rebels, whom 
they knew or fufpeécted to be fuch, that they need not be at the trouble of 
bringing them in, but to fhoot them on the fpot; that he, the witnefs, coni- 
municated this to the corps, and is very certain in the hearing of the prifoner 
Wollaghan, who was a fober, faithful, and loyal yeoman, and not degrading 
the reft of the corps, one of the beft in it. That it was the practice of the 
corps to go out upon fcouring parties,* without orders, to protect their own 
property, and that of their neighbours: and that he always looked upon it as 
an order, and praétice of the corps, particularly after what Captain Armitrong 
had mentioned, and, that the witnefs would himelf from his character and the 


* Thefe fcouring parties under orders were fo much matters of courfe, that it appears from the 
teftimony of thefe officers, they were confidered as acts of military duty: nay, fo brutalized were 
many of thefe corps, that they fpoke of them as a diverfion, which they called partridge fhooting and 
grouzing: they hunted, not unfrequently, the brakes, hedges, ditches, and woods with dogs to 
{pring any unfortunate peafant, that might have concealed himielf from the fury of thefe blood 
hunters, whom they inftantly fhot upon his appearance. 
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orders he had received have thought himfelf juftified in {hooting the de- 
ceated. 

This evidence in juftification was confirmed by one private, one ferjeant, 
and two lieutenants of yeomanry. Captain Archer of the Newtown Mount 
Kennedy Yeomen, fwore, that he had always found him a fober and diligent 
man; and fince his being a yeoman, ready to obey his officers, and looked 
upon him to be an acquifition to his corps. Captain Gore depofed, that he 
had known the prifoner about four months, and that he was one of the beft 
attendants on his duty as a yeoman, and that he knew him to be a loyal and 
brave foldier, and never knew him to be guilty of any act of inhumanity: that 
it was the pra¢tice of the corps to fcour the country with an officer, and verily 
believed they under{tood it was their duty to fhoot any rebel they met with, 
or fufpeéted to be fuch; and deponent had heard, that other corps had fimilar 
directions in other diftriéts. Pere the defence clofed, and the court after 
fome deliberation acquitted the prifoner. When the minutes of this court 
martial in the ufual way were laid before the lord lieutenant, his excellency 
was pleafed to difapprove of the fentence, and conveyed his fentiments in the 
following letter to General Craig. 

(OSURs « Dublin Cajfile, 18th O@ober, 1798. 
“ HAVING laid before the lord lieutenant the pro- 
ceedings of a general court martial, held by your orders in Dublin Barracks, 
“on Saturday the 13th inftant, of which Colonel the Earl of Ennifkillen is 
prefident, I am direéted to acquaint you, that his excellency entirely dif- 
approves of the fentence of the above court martial, acquitting Hugh Wol- 
laghan of a cruel and deliberate murder, of which, by the cleareft evidence, 
he appears to have been guilty. 
“© Lord Cornwallis orders the court martial to be immediately diffolved,— 
‘“ and direéts, that Hugh Wollaghan fhall be difmiffed from the corps of yeo- 
manry in which he ferved, and that he fhall not be received into any other 
corps of yeomanry in this kingdom. 
‘ His excellency further defires, that the above may be read to the pre- 
fident and the members of the court martial in open court. 


‘ 


_ 
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 T have the honor to be, 
te Ss 
“ Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
“ Lieut. Gen. Craig, &c."&c. ‘© H, PAwauon, Sec. 
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*« P.S. Tam alfo directed, that a new court martial may be immediately 
“ convened for the trial of fuch prifoners as may be brought before them, 
“ and that none of the officers who fat upon Hugh Wollaghan be admitted 
** as members.” 

As Mr. Theobald Wolfe Tone may be properly called the founder of the 
Irifh Union, which ended in the late bloody rebellion, it will be proper to 
fhew the lamentable victim he himfelf became to his own treafouable projects. 
He was more than any other of the traitors in that caufe, intimately con- 
vinced, that the feparation of Ireland froin all conneétion with Great Britain 
was eflential to the profperity and welfare of his country. After he had fled 
from the arm of juftice in the year 1795, he was of all the Irifh fugitives 
the moft favored and attended to by the government of the French Republic. 
He obtained a commiffion in their army, was taken prifoner in the au- 
tumn of 1798, and was brought up to trial by a court martial on Saturday 
the 10th of November. He appeared in court in his French unitorm, and 
pleaded guilty to the crime of which he ftood charged ; alleging, that what 
he had once done, he fhould be afhamed to deny. He had, though unfuccefs- 
fully, attempted to do for his country, what Wafhington had fucceeded in, 
what Kofciufko had failed in, and unlike them both he had forfeited his life : 
but a man engaged in fuch purfuits, fhould ever be ready to make that fa- 
crifice. He in vain pleaded his French commifiion. With much difficulty 
he obtained leave of the court to read a paper, which in fome paffages was of 
fuch a tendency, that the court could not liften to it. Thefe objectionable paf- 
faves he confented to cancel, and gave in the reft.* Ie then delivered in 


* This paper concludesin thefe words. ‘ I conceive that I fland here in the fame light with our 
** emigres, and if the indulgence lay within the power of the court, I would only requeft what 
«« French magnanimity allowed to Charette and to the Count de Sombreuil; the death of a foldier, 
*« and to be fhot by files of grenadiers. This is the only favor I have to afk, and I truft, that men 
*€ fufceptible of the nice feelings of a foldier’s honor, will not refufe the requeft. It is not from 
© any perfonal feeling that I make this requeft, but from a refpeét to the uniform which I wear, | 
“* and to the brave army in which I have fought. From papers which I yefterday delivered to the 
“* brigade major, it will be feen, that I am as regularly breveted an officer in the French fervice, 
‘© as any here is in the Britifh army, and it will be feen, that I have not my commiffion as a pro- 
“* te€tion. 

«© Judge Advocate. I with you to be aware, that your acceptance of a commiffion in the French 
‘* fervice amounts to pofitive proof of the charge advanced againft you, but, from your admiffions 
already, I fuppofe that by the production of thofe papers, you merely want to thew that you 
were an officer in the French army, . 
«© Prifoner, Nothing more.” 
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feveral documents, which proved his brevet for the rank of chef de briga de, 
and a letter of fervice, both having the fignatures of the prefident of the 
French DireCtory and the minifter of war. He repeated his defire to be in- 
dulged with death in the moft honorable manner, and as he had no doubt 
of the decifion of the court, he expreffed a with that a confirmation of it by 
the lord lieutenant might be had as foon as poffible, and execution of the 
fentence immediately follow, within an hour, if it were practicable. 

On Sunday evening he was informed, that his convi¢tion and fentence were 
confirmed by his excellency ; but that his requeft, as to the mode of execu- 
tion, could not be complied with; that he muft fuffer the fame as others, 
who were taken in war againft their king and country; and that the pecu- 
liar circumftances of his cafe rendered it neceffary his execution fhould be 
in the moft public manner ; that he muft be executed in front of the New 
Prifon. Unable to bear this agony, he took the refolution of anticipating 
the execution by his own hand, and when the fentinel went to roufe him on 
Monday morning, he found him exhaufted, weltering in blood, with his throat 
cut acrofs, and apparently expiring. A military furgeon was inftantly called 
in, who pronounced the wound not mortal, though extremely dangerous, to 
whom Mr. Tone faintly anfwered, “ he was then but a bad anatomifi.” In 
the mean time a motion was made in his majefty’s court of King’s Bench, 
then fitting, to arreft execution, grounded on an affidavit fworn by the fa- 
ther of the prifoner, that he had been tried, convicted, and fentenced to 
death, on a charge of high treafon, before a military court of feven members, 
fitting in the barrack of Dublin, though he did not belong. to his majefty’s 
army; while his majefty’s court of King’s Bench was fitting, before which 
the prifoner might have been tried in the ordinary way ; Mr. Curran, who 
ably argued the point, moved, that an /7abeas a do iffue forthwith to 
bring up the prifoner in/fianter. 

The court immediately complied, and the officer who ferved the order on 
the provoft marfhal, returned with anfwer, that Brigade Major Sandys faid 
he would comply with no orders but thofe of the commander in chief of the 
garrifon; the court immediately directed the fheriff to repair to the barrack, 
take Major Sandys into cufiody, and bring him before the court. The fhe- 
riff, on his return, reported, that Major Sandys was not to be found, that 
he had feen General Craig, at whofe inftance he accompanied the furgeon to 
Mr. Tone, and that the furgeon reported, the prifoner could not be removed 
into court without danger of inftant death. 


The 


OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 815 


The furgeon attended, and made affidavit to the fame effect, and the re- 
turn of the writ of Habeas Corpus was poftponed for four days, and the 
court ordered the fheriff in the mean time to take the body of Theobald 
Wolfe Tone into his proteétion. In this fituation he continued until Mon- 
day the 19th of November, when he died, having fuffered moft excruciating 
pain for eight days. Thus ignominioufly ended a man, whofe qualities and 
talents, if rightly direéted, would have graced the noblett caufe. 

After Ireland had fuffered fo much from the violence and cruelty of both 
parties in that lamentable conteft, Providence could fcarcely have referved 
for her a more healing blefling, than the appointment of a viceroy, whofe mi- 
litary talent kept the rebels in awe, whofe firmnefs checked the fanguinary 
ferocioufnefs of the terrorifis, and whofe benevolence fecured the aftections 
of the people. Through the confidence and influence, which thefe qualities 
commanded throughout the kingdom, was that great meafure of incorporate 
union at laft carried; yet in defiance of the humane, pacific, and conciliating 
exertions of that chief governor, in many parts of the kingdom, and parti- 
cularly in the county of Wexford, the Orange affociations were multiplied, 
and difunion, hatred, and religious acrimony increafed upon the fuppreffion 
of the rebellion.* It is unqueftionable, that the continuance and extenfion 


of 


* Having before renounced the funétion of naufeating the reader by a minute fele@ion of in- 
“ftances of cruelty and injuftice, yet is it ncceffary to fupport every general affertion by fome one 
piece of illuftrative evidence at leaft. In B. R. Mich. 1800, Rev. White & Goring. In this 
term an application was made to the court of King’s Bench for an information againft Meffts. 
White and Goring, two magiftrates of the county of Tipperary. The application was grounded 
on an affidavit of Mr. O. another magifirate of the fame county, and captain of a corps of yeo- 
manry. His affidavit ftated the loyalty and aGivity of the faid magiftrate and his corps, and that 
they were obfiructed in their endeavours to preferve the peace of the moft turbulent part of the 
country, and to prevent a tendency to rebellion, by thefe two gentlemen. 

Exculpatory affidavits were made by thefe two gentlemen, to which the court fo far attended as 
to refufe the information. Thefe affidavits were fworn on the 23d of January, 1801: they re- 
main of record in the court of King’s Bench, and contain among many others the following cu- 
rious particulars. 

That timber was cut and fhaped into pike handles by the members of faid corps of yeomanry 
and perfons employed by them, which they afterwards pretended to difcover in confequence of 
fecret information, but really in order.to keep up an appearance of difturbance in the country ; 
thefe faéts were brought to light in confequence of the repentance and voluntary confeflion of per- 
fons concerned in the con{piracy. 

{t 
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of Orangifm muft perpetuate religious difference, rivet difaffection, and 
fharpen rancor through the nation. The fatal experience, which Ireland had 
had 


It was {worn by thefe gentlemen, that the corps of yeomanry, on whofe behalf this application 
was made, confifted of the indigent tenantry of their captain, who paid a rack rent for lands holden 
of him, and had no other way of difcharging their rent, but by their pay, which the captain ufually 
received and retained in difcharge of his rent due from thefe yeomen his tenants; and that they 
were kept on permanent duty for the purpofe of procuring this permanent pay. That there was 
no appearance of tumult or infurre@tion in the country, but that thefe perfons circulated falfe re- 
ports of the difturbed fituation of the country, in order to anfwer their own purpofes ; that perfons 
were taken up, detained in prifon, and fined under the timber a& for the concealment of thefe 
pilte handles, which were afterwards difcovered to have been hidden by the procurement of the 
pertons, who found them. It was alfo afferted upon oath in the fame affidavits, that the magiftrate, 
who made the application, arrefted perfons and detained them in his own houfe, where he and an- 
other magiftrate, after dinner taking a glafs of wine, and pretending to hold a petty feflions under the 
infurrection aét, fentenced the prifoners to tranfportation; that thefe fentences were paffed, and 
the parties fent to New Geneva, in order to be fent out of the country, without any examination of 
the prifoners, or confronting them with their accufers. That when thefe prifoners were after- 
wards, upon a reprefentation made to government, and in confequence of an erder from Lord 
Cornwallis, remanded back for a more regular inveftigation of their cafe, this corps pretending to 
act as an efcort, took the prifoners, out of the route prefcribed, to a different place from that or- 
dered by the lord lieutenant, where it was more difficult for them to undertake their juftification. 
The affidavits {worn in this cafe are very voluminous, and contain various inflances of the like 
nature, tending to illuftrate the oppreflive conduét of country magiftrates, and the means, by which 
rafh or interefted men irritated the people, and provoked a difpofition to difturbance, where it 
otherwife would not have exifted. 

The actual perpetration of particular fa€ts of outrageous provocation was perhaps the leaft part of 
the evil. The impunity, counivance, or countenance from the magiftrates, and the acquittals of 
the guilty by Orange Juries and Orange Courts Martial (as in the cafe of Wollaghan) in the few 
inftauces in which the offenders have been brought to trial, indicate the depth and malignancy 
of the wound, and loudly proclaim the neceffity of a radical cure, ere the conftitution can recover 
its native vigor and energy. In the {pring aflizes of 1801, at Clonmell, the cafe of Doyle v. Fitz- 
gerald produced a degree of alarming provocation throughout that part of the country. The 
plaintiff in this caufe was a refpectable tradetman of Carrick upon Suyr, named Francis Doyle. The 
defendant was Mr. Fitzgerald (commonly called the fogging sheriff) of Tipperary, againft whom 
a verdict of 500/, had before been found for a fimilar a& of brutality. The action was brought for 
damages for the tort and injury done to the plaintiff in the following manner. The plaintiff, who 
was a young man of excellent charaéter and untainted loyalty, was feized in the ftreet by the de- 
fendant in order to be flagellated. In vain did he proteft his innocence, which was alfo fupported 
by fome of the mofi refpectable inhabitants of the place. He begged to have Captain Jephfon fent 


for, the commander of the yeomanry, of which he wasa member : that was refufed. He offered 
to 
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had of the reluctance of its own government and parliament to forward the 
union of affeétion and intereft amidft Irifhmen of all denominations, the long 
continued convittion of the neceffity of keeping up the Englifh or Protef- 
tant afcendancy upon the Machiavelian principle of divifion, the affimilation 
of the contrary maxim to the fpirit of the United Irifhmen, which now gave 
plaufibility to the renovation and extenfion to the old fyftem of divide & im- 
pera, and the too fuccefsful efforts of the terrorifts to couple or identify the 
terms Papift, croppy, and rebel on one hand, and Proteftant, loyalift, and 
Orangeman on the other, fuperadded to all the vindictive confequences of a 
cruel conqueror, imperioufly called upon the Britifh cabinet to attempt that 
important meafure of incorporate union, by means of which alone the Irifh 
nation could be effectually, though perhaps not inftantly, relieved from the 
tyranny of an Orange afcendancy. From henceforth, the great object of 
the Marquis Cornwallis was to fupport, ftrengthen, and perpetuate the ne- 
ceflary plan of conciliation, by bringing about that great political meafure of 
union with Great Britain. 

A more arduous undertaking was never attempted, than to bring this mca- 
fure to bear. Never was there fo ftrong an oppofition of convi¢tion to any 
propofal of government in that kingdom; never fo tranfcendent a neceflity 
for carrying it. The ferment of the public mind operated in different in- 
ftances both for and againfi its adoption. In faét it was a queftion, which 
admitted fo much found reafoning upon both fides, that muft at leaft de- 
prive each of the advantage of charging their opponents with proftitution 
of their conviétions to their interefts. In fome families of the higheft re- 
{peétability, the father and fon voted on the oppofite fides: and this political 
variance produced no domeftic difference. It muft however in truth be ad- 
mitted, that the nerves of feveral of the members in both houfes of parlia- 
ment were from the fhock of the late rebellion fo much weakened, that they 
unconditionally furrendered the exercife of any diferetion upon the fubje&: 


to go to inftant execution if the leaft trace of guilt appeared againft him on enquiry: that was alfo 
refufed. Bail was offered to any amount for his appearance : No, fays the fheriff; I know by his 
face that he is a traitor—a Carmelite fcoundrel. The plaintiff was tied to the whipping poft: he 
received one hundred Jafhes till his ribs appeared: he then had his breeches let down, and received 
fifty more lafhes on his pofteriors. The young man’s innocence was afterwards fully eftablifhed. 
He applied to a court of law for redrefs: the aGion was tried at Clonmell aflizes: thefe faéts fully 
proved: an Orange jury acquitted the defendant. 

Vou. iI, 5.1 many 
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many of them too readily gave up the prepoffeffions and convictions of their 
whole lives to the momentary lure of advantages holden out to the fup- 
porters of the meafure ; and fome, it cannot be denied, bafely fold what they 
fincerely thought to be the intereft of their country for their private gain. 
It muft alfo be remarked, that for the laft twenty years no political charaéter 
on either fide had ever touched upon the queftion of union but in terms of 
marked reprobation and horror. Were it feafible, it would ftill be invidious 
and not ufeful to the welfare of the United kingdom, to hand down to pof- 
terity the particular motives and grounds of the votes on the oppofite fides. 
Thofe of the leading charaéters may be traced from the foregoing pages, or 
their fpeeches in the debates upon the Union. The knowledge of filent votes 
given. upon any unwarrantable or corrupt principle could but produce con- 
tempt or difguft for certain individuals, without any effect either ufeful or 
defirable to the nation at large. 

Even before the fury of rebellion had fubfided, had the Britith miniftry 
recommended preparatory fteps to enable thie Irifh government to introduce 
, the propofal of a legiflative union with plaufibility and effe& on the firft 
favorable opening. In purfuance of this recommendation a pamphlet was 
written or procured to be written by Mr. Edward Cook, the under fecretary 
of the civil department. It was publifhed anonymoufly, but was well under- 
fiood to fpeak the fentiments of the Britith adminiftration, and the chief 
voyernor, and thofe of the Irifh adminiftration who went with his excellency 
upon the queftion of union. It was circulated with incredible induftry 
and profufion throughout every part of the nation, and certainly was pro- 
duétive of many converfations to the queftion, under the then exifting cir- 
cumftances of that nation; the moft. prominent of which were, the full 
unallayed horrors of blood and carnage, the exceflive cruelty and vindiétive 
ferocity of the Irifh yeomanry towards their countrymen, compared with 
the pacific, orderly, and humane conduét of the Englith militia, of which 
about eighteen regiments were then in that country, and above all, the 
confidence which the conciliatory conduét of their chief governor infpired. 
This *pamphlet was confidered as a kind of official proclamation of the 

fentiments 


* Mr. Cooke’s pamphlet was entitled—“* Arguments for and againft an Union between Great 
‘© Britain and Ireland confidered.” It is written with corre€tnefs and moderation; and as the 
controyerfy 
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fentiments of government upon the queftion, and had no fooner appeared, 
than it produced a general warfare of the prefs, and threw the whole 
nation into a new divifion of parties. 

No fooner was the intention of government unequivocally known, than 


controverfy commenced from the caftle, it muft be allowed to have been candid in government thus 
to have invited a public and unreftrained inveftigation. Before the end of December 1798, 
no fewer than thirty pamphlets were publifed in Ireland upon this momentous queftion, viz. 
«¢ Arguments for and againft an Union between Great Britain and Ireland confidered.”” “< Thoughts 
** on an Union, by Jothua Spencer, Efq.” ‘‘ No Union; being an Appeal to Irithmen, by Ma- 
“ thew Weld, Efq.” ‘A Letter to Jofhua Spencer, Efq. occafioned by his Thoughts on an 
«* Union, by a Barrifter.” ‘‘ An Union neither neceffary nor expedient for freland; being an 
«* Anfwer tothe Author of ‘ Arguments, &c.’ by Charles Ball, Efg.’’ ‘‘ An Anfwer to ‘ Argu- 
* ments, &c. &c.’ ina Letter to Edward Cook, Efq. Secretary at War, by Pemberton Rudd, Efq.” 
** Second Letter, by Pemberton Rudd, Efq.” ‘‘ An Addrefs to the People of Ireland, againft an 
** Union, by a friend to Ireland.” “ The Probability, Caufes, and Confequences of an Union, by 
* Dennis Taffe.” ‘‘ Reafons againft an Union, by an Irifhman,”’ ‘‘ Obfcrvations on ¢ Argu- 
€ ments for and againftan Union.” ‘‘ Stri€tures on ‘ Arguments for and againft an Union.” 
«* Firft Letter toa noble Lord, on the Subjeé& of the Union, by Giles S. Smith, Efq.” ‘“ Ceafe 
** your Funning, or the Rebel dete€ted.” ‘* A Letter addreffled to the Gentlemen of England and 
“* Treland, on the Expediency of a foederal Union between the two Kingdoms, by Sir John Jervis 
« White Jervis, Bart.” “ A Reply to ‘ Arguments for and againft an Union,’ by Richard Jebb, 
«* Efq.”’ “A Report of the Debate of the Iriih Bar, on Sunday the 9th November, on the 
*€ Subject of an Union of the Legiflatures of Great Britain and Ircland, with the Speeches of 
“* Meffrs. Saurin, Spencer, St. George Daly, Jamefon, P. Burrows Barnes, T. Grandy, John Beres- 
*€ ford Loyd, Drifcoll, Goold, W. Bellew, Orr, Stokes, Geraghty, M‘Clelland, Leader, Plunket, 
«© Lynch, F. Dobbs, and Webber.” Some Obfervations on the proje&ed Union between Great 
“¢ Britain and Ireland, and the inexpediency of agitating the meafure at this time, by J. H. C—~, 
“¢ Efq. Barrifter at Law.” ‘* A Memoire on fome Queftions refpeCting the projected Union of 
«« Great Britain and Ireland, by Theobald M‘Kenna, Efq. Barrifter at Law.” <‘‘ A Letter to his 
«¢ Excellency Marquis Cornwallis, on the propofed Union; in which his Excellency’s political 
** fituation is candidly difcuffed, by an Irithman.’” ‘* An Addrefs to the Roman Catholics of Irc- 
“* land, upon the Subje& of an Union, by an Old Friend.” “ A Letter to Theo. M‘Kenna, Efq. 
“« on the Subjeét of his Memoire, by John Hamilton, Efg.” < Reply to Theo. M‘Kenna, Efq. by 
«* Molyneux.” ‘ Vaticination, or Pue’s Occurrences Redivivus.” ‘‘ The Rights of the Imperial 
** Crown of Ireland defended, by George Barnes, Efq.” ‘‘ Reply to Arguments for and againft 
‘an Union, by J. B. Bethel, Efq.”” ‘‘ Keep up your Spirits, or Huzza for the Empire, being 
“¢ » fair argumentative Defence of an Union, by a Citizen of the Ifle of Man.” ‘ An Addrefs to 
“« the Ele&tors of Ireland, on the prefent Situation of Affairs.” ‘* A Demonftration of the Inevi- 
*« tability of a Legiflative Union between Great Britain and Ireland, involving a Rcfutation of ever; 
** Argument, which has been, or can be urged againft that Meafure, by a Philofopher." “ A Re- 
“* view of the Queftion of Union, as it involves Conttitution and Cominerce.” 

ong mot 
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moft of the leading charaéters took their ranks according to their refpedtive 
views and fentiments, the Earl of Clare at the head of the Unionifts, and 
the Right Honorable Mr. Fofter, his late fanguine colleague in the extorted 
fyftem of coercion and terror, put himfelf at the head of the Anti-unionifts. 
Amongft the firft difmiffals for oppofing the Union were thofe of Sir John 
Parnell, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Mr. Fitzgerald, the prime 
ferjeant. The moft interefting public meeting upon the fubjeé of the Union 
was that of the gentlemen of the Irith bar. It has before been obferved, 
that in Ireland the bar was the great road that led to preferment, and few 
were the families in the nation, which looked up to it, that did not furnifh 
one gentleman or more to that calling. The bar confequently commanded 
a very powerful influence over the public mind, even independently of the 
weight of refpeétability attending the opinions of that learned body. In 
purfuance of a requifition fignified by twenty-feven lawyers of the firft 
refpeCiability and charaéter of the profeffion, a meeting of the Irith bar took 
place on the oth of December at the Exhibition houfe in William Street, to 
deliberate on the queftion of a legiflative union. ‘The mecting was very nu- 
merous, and obliged to be adjourned from the courts to the above place. 

Ambrofe Sinith, Efq. father of the bar, being called to the chair, Mr. 
Saurin opened the bufinefs, and after ftatng the queftion, as to the meafure 
and period of propofing it, when the country was but juft delivered from 
a rebellion, the moft favage that had ever fecourged a conntry, moved, “ ‘That 
‘“ the meafure of a legiflative union of this kingdom and Great Britain is an 
“ innovation, which it would be highly dangerous and improper to propofe 
“ at the prefent juncture to this country.” 

Mr. Spencer (a gentleman who had taken a lead in oppofing that meafure, 
and wrote a pamphlet on the fubjeét) feconded_the refolution, and fupported 
it in a fpeech of fome length. 

Mr. St. George Daly moved, that the further confideration of that refolu- 
tion fhould be adjourned for a month, and wasfeconded by Mr. Jamefon. 

On this a long, fpirited, and moft animated debate took place, which lafted 
for many hours, in which not only the propriety of the adjournment, but 
the merits of the queftion, was in many inftances ably difcuffed. The fup- 
porters of the adjournment, and confequently thofe who oppofed the refolu- 
tion, moved by Mr. Saurin, were, principally, Mr. St. George Daly, Mr. 
Jamefon, Mr.T. Grady, Mr. John Beresford (fon to the Archbifhop of Tuam), 

Mr. 
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Mr. J. W. Stokes, Mr. Geraghty, Mr. M‘Clelland, and Mr. Webber. On 
the other fide were Mr. Saurin, Mr. Spencer, Mr. Peter Burrowes, Mr. Barnes, 
Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Drifcoll, Mr. Goold, Mr. W. Bellew, Mr. Orr, Mr. Leader, 
Mr. Plunket, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. Francis Dobbs. 

At eight o’clock a divifion took place. 


Ayes for the adjournment - 32 
Noes - - - 166 
Majority 134 


On which the following refolutions were put and carried. 

At a moft numerous meeting of the Inifh bar, convened by public notice, 
on Sunday the 9th of December 1798, at the courts, and from thence ad- 
journed to the Exhibition Room, Wilham Street. Ambrofe Smith, Efq. fa- 
ther, in the chair. 

Refolved, “That the meafure of a legiflative union of this kingdom and 
“ Great Britain, is an innovation which it would be highly dangerous and 
‘ improper to propofe at the prefent juncture of the country.” 

It was tlien refolved,.That the chairman do leave the chair, and that 
William Saurin, Efg. do take the fame. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this meeting be prefented to our worthy 
father, Ambrofe Smith, Efq. for his very proper conduét in the chair. 

Refolved, That the foregoing refolntions be publithed. 

Signed by order, 
William Ridgeway, Secretary. 

The city of Dublin, which it was natural to fuppofe would be more pre- 
judiced by the Union than any other part of the kingdom, in as much 
as it would lofe much of the advantages of a metropolis by the abolition 
of the parliament, was alfo prominently forward in its oppofition to that 
meafure. A poft affembly of the lord mayor, fheriffs, commons, and citi- 
zens of the city of Dublin was convened on the 17th of December; who 
referring to a variety of rumours, that were then in circulation, of an in- 
tended Union of Ireland with Great Britain, came to the following refolu- 
tions: That by the fpirited exertions of the people and parliament of Ireland, 
the trade and conftitution thereof, were fettled on principles fo liberal, that 
the nation had rifen ever fince rapidly in wealth and confequence. Arnd, 


that 
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that having boldly defended the conftitution in king, lords and commons, 
againft the open and fecret abettors of rebellion; they were determined 
fteadily to oppofe any attempt that might be made to furrender the free le- 
gilation of that kingdom, by uniting it with the legiflature of Great Britain. 

And on the next day, at avery numerous and refpectable meeting of the 
bankers and merchants of the city of Dublin, 

Lord Mayor in the chair, 
The following refolutions were unanimoufly agreed to: 
“ That fince the renunciation of the power of Great Britain in the year of 
1782, to legiflate for Ireland, the commerce and profperity of that king- 
dom had eminently increafed. That they attributed thefe bleffings under 
providence, and the gracious favor of their beloved fovereign, to the wif- 
dom of the lrifh parliament. That they looked with abhorrence on any 
attempt to deprive the people of Ireland of their parliament, and thereby 
of their conftitutional right, and immediate power to legiflate for them- 
felves. That impreffed with every fentiment of loyalty to their king, and 
affectionate attachment to Britifh connexion, they conceived that, to 
agitate in parliament a queftion of the legiflative Union between that 
kingdom and Great Britain, would be highly dangerous and impolitic.” 
The public mind had not yet recovered from the agitation which had been 
occafioned by the rebellion, its predifpofing caufes and ever to be deplored 
effects.* The fever now took a turn and raged with equal fiercenefs upon 
the 


* Many of the Orange party prefuming upon the countenance and fupport of government, which 
in the late adminiftration they had certainly received, continned, particularly about Wexford, to 
keep up the old fyftem of terrorifm with impunity. Some of the old conductors of the caftle jour- 
nals had in the true {pirit of their old employers juftified and commended the condu@t of Mr. Haw- 
trey White on a certain occafion, which produced the following advertifement from Mr. Sparks. 
I refer to one inftance by way of elucidation of many others. 

“ Cafe of George Sparks, Efq. 
“¢ ON Sunday the 13th January inftant, I left my houfe in order to go to church, and at the 
church met Captain Hawtrey White, of the Ballagheen corps and -his troop, and I was told by 
Lieutenant James White they intended fearching my houfe for arms; 1 told Mr. White my arms 
were there, and gave him a key of a tea-cheft, where he would get General Grofe’s permiffion 
for keeping arms, and alfo General Lake’s protection for my houfe and property. ‘They proceed- 
ed to my houfe, and having plundered it of every thing portable, they burned my dwelling houfe, 
out~offices and haggard, and murdered my two fervant boys, who were inoffenfive fpeCtators 
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the queftion of a legiflative Union with Great Britain, as it had upon that of 
the treafonable affociation of United Irifhmen. All means were devifed and 
attempted by both parties to gain profelytes to their refpective opinions, and 
without going the length of fanctioning the falfe maxim, that the end jufti- 
fies the means, it muft in candor be admitted, that no political queftion was 
ever agitated with more fincerity of conviction, as none admitted of fo much 
fairnefs of argument on both fides. The private reafonings of individuals 
in their feveral publications form no part of hiftory: many of them on both 
fides befpeak the brighteft talents, the moft extenfive information, and ele- 
vated independent and conftitutional fentiments of their authors, who were 
moftly Irifh. Moft of the fubftance of thefe produétions will be found to have 
been introduced by different fpeakers into the parliamentary debates of both 
kingdoms. The news journals from henceforward teemed with effays, ad- 
dreffes, proteftations, puffs, fquibbs, cenfures, and encomiums upon this 
great political queftion, according to the different fides which they refpec- 
tively adopted. Meetings were advertifed of counties, baronies, parifhes, 
and of every fpecies of incorporation: religious difcriminations indeed were 
not reforted to. Proteftants, Diffenters, and Catholics in this inftance, for 
the firft time, fairly amalgamated into the general mafs, and marfhalled them- 
felves into the ranks according to the civil convictions of their minds. Be- 
fides the meetings already mentioned of the gentlemen of the bar, and the 


- 
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during the tranfadtion. (I beg leave to remark, thefe boys were reared by my father from their 

infancy.) They carried off my horfes. 

** On returning to my houfe, I met with feveral of my neighbours, flying with terror and dif- 

may, and told me to fly with my life, for the cavalry declared they would murder me, and pre- 

vious to that day I heard feveral threats. 

** It is neceffary to ftate, that Major Fitzgerald had a recruiting party contiguous to my houfe; I 

was happy to have an opportunity of accommodating him witha room in my houfe where he kept 

his money and clothing, and where the recruits accounts were fettled. I was glad to fee his 

majelty’s fervice promoted by draining the country of idle fellows. 

“* A man of the name of Murphy came to my houfe and enquired for Major Fitzgerald, that he 

might inlift with him; he was defired to ftop, for that Major Fitzgerald was expeGted home to 

“* dinner. 

“* After they had plundered the houfe as above ftated, fome thots were heard above ftairs, and 

Murphy and a yeoman killed. 

“* T alfo declare there was no plunder nor concealed arms in my houfe. 

“* Wexford, January 17, 1799. ‘© GEORGE SPARKS.” 
corpo- 
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corporation, andthe bankers and merchants of Dublin, the fellows of Tri- 
nity College, and fuch of the ftudents as enjoyed fcholarfhips, had alfo a 
meeting, the refult of whieh was, a requeft that the reprefentatives of the 
Univerfity would oppofe with firmnefs the projected Union. The gentry and 
freeholders of the county of Dublin met for the fame purpofe, and, having 
applauded the conftitution of 1782, protefted againft an Union as hoftile to 
the rights, liberties, and independence of Ireland. The freeholders of the 
county of Weftmeath likewife declared againft it as it appeared to them to be 
calculated to ‘exhauft Ireland, and debafe her from her confequence and 
profperity, and to increafe the influence of the court in a formidable degree.’ 
The refolutions of a meeting at Galway were particularly ftrong; repro- 
bating the attempts of the unionifts as unconftitutional and arbitrary ; de- 
nying the power of the reprefentatives of the people to vote away the inde- 
pendence of the realm; condemning the transfer of the right of legiflation 
to any foreign country, without the general confent of the people, as equi- 
valent to a diffolution of the exifting government, and as a procedure which, 
from its tendency to anarchy, ought to be refifted; and fligmatifing, as ene- 
ainies to their country, all the fupporters of fuch a meafure. Mr. Fofter com- 
pletely infpired his conftituents in the county of Louth, with his own decid- 
ed repugnance to the meafure, and the majority of the freeholders of that 
county threw their weight into the fcale againft it. It would be endlefs to 
recapitulate the different refolutions, which were entered into and publithed 
by different meetings againft the propofed meafure, even before the meeting 
of parliament. And fo great indeed was the clamor excited by the idea of 
Union, that the general voice feemed to rejeét it with indignation; and lan- 
guage of the boldeft kind, even bordering on defiance and fedition, was © 
poured forth in moft companies againft it. 
On the 22d of January, 17099, the parliament met according to the laft 
prorogation, when his excellency in a very interefting fpeech* upon this im- 
portant 


* The following was the fpeech of the viceroy. 
« My Lorps anp GENTLEMEN, 
© T HAVE received his majefty’s commands to meet you in parliament. 
“© T congratulate you on the happy effects which have followed the unparalleled achievements of 
‘* the detachment of his majefty’s fleet under the command of Rear Admiral Lord Nelfon, on the 
“* total defeat of the ‘French fquadron off the coafts of this kingdom, by that under the command 
< of 
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portant occafion, recommended to their peculiar confideration, the moft ef- 
feétual means of confolidating the ftrength, power, and refources of the two 
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of Sir J. B. Warrren, and on the brilliant and important conqueft of Minorca. Thofe events, 
while they afford to us in common with every other defcription of his majefty’s fubjcéts, matter 
of juft pride and fatisfaGtion, mutt at the fame time give confidence to other powers, and thew 
to all Europe the beneficial effeéts of a fyftem of vigour and exertion, directed with manly perfe- 
verance againft the deftru€tive proje&ts of the common enemy. 
«¢ T feel much concern in being obliged to acquaint you, that a fpirit of difaffeCtion ftill prevails 
in feveral parts of this kingdom, and that the fecret agents of the enemy are aétive in raifing an 
expectation of frefh afliftance from France. 
«¢ Tn this fituation, and under the evident neceflity of continuing the war with vigour, his ma- 
jefty firmly relies upon that fpirit and magnanimity which have hitherto marked ail your exer- 
tions in fupport of the honor of his crown, of the intereft of this kingdom, and of the general 
caufe of the empire. 

‘© GENTLEMEN OF THE House or Commons, 

; ** Thave ordered the public accounts and eftimates to be laid before you, and 
as I am confident your wifdom will raife the fupplies which may be neceffary in the manner leaft 
burthenfome to the fubjet, fo you may depend upon my attention to their prudent and cecona- 
mical application. " 

** It is with great fatisfaGtion I obferve, that notwithftanding our internal calamities, this king- 
dom blended as its interefts are in the general profperity of the empire, lias participated in the 
effets of the encreafing wealth and commerce of Great Britain, and that our revenues and trade 
have encreafed. 

«© My Lorps anp GENTLEMEN, 

«« Tt is my duty to recommend to your attention the various objects of internal 
regulation which have fo long enjoyed the benefit of your protection and fupport. Your agricul- 
ture, your manufatures, and particularly the linen manufaCture, the Proteftant charter {chools, 
and other charitable inftitutions will require, and will, I am fure, continue to receive that aid 
and encouragement which they have uniformly experienced from the liberality of parliament. I 
am confident you will feel a particular anxiety to give further attention to the juft and honorable 
claims of thofe who have fuffered from their loyalty during the rebellion. 

‘* His majefty depends upon your perfevering energy to reprefs, by every wife effort, the fpirit 
of difaffeCtion, which ftill requires the exer¢ife of extraordinary powers to check its malignant 
effeéts. In recurring, where the occafion has required it, to acts of indifpenfable feverity, I 
have not been inattentive to the fuggeftions of mercy, and have endeavoured to mitigate the ef- 
feéts of penal juftice, and the neceffary exertions of the powers of the ftate, with as much for- 
bearance and lenity as could be confiftent with the public fafety. 

«© In the general caufe which engages the empire, our profpect is highly encouraging, but in 
proportion as a fuccefsful termination of the war becomes probable, our efforts fhould be re- 
doubled in order to fecure it. 

Vor. II, 5M “ The 
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kingdoms. This fpeech gave rife to debates in both houfes of parliament. 
The debate in the lords was lefs interefting, than that in the commons. An 
addrefs was moved for in the lords, which as ufual was an echo of the fpeechi. 
The 12th paragraph of the addrefs was to the following effedt. 

*« That we thank his majefty for pointing our attention to this alarming 
circumftance, and as his majefty has expreffed his anxious hope, that this 
moft ferious fubjeét, joined to the fentiment of mutual affection and com- 
mon intereft, may difpofe the parliaments in both kingdoms to provide the 
moft effectual means of maintaining and improvmg a connexion effential 
to their common fecurity, and of confolidating, as far as poffible, into one 
* firm and lafting fabric, the ftrength, the power, and the refources of the Bri- 
tifh empire, we {hall be ready to give the fullcft attention to confiderations 
“ of {uch momentous importance.” 

Upon which it was propofed by Lord Powerfcourt to amend the faid mo- 
tion, by inferting after the word importance, the following words: “ That 
‘ it is our moft earneft defire to ftrengthen the connexion between the two 
** countries by every poffible means, but the meafure of a legiflative Union 
** we apprehend is not within the limits of our power, we beg leave alfo to 
“ reprefent to your majelty, that although this houfe were competent to 
‘“* adopt fuch a meafure, we conceive that it would be highly impolitic fo to 
“ do, as it would tend, in our opinion, more than any other caufe, ulti- 
“ mately to a feparation of this kingdom from that of Great Britain.” 


“© The zeal of his majefty’s regular and militia forces, the gallantry of the yeomanry, the honor- 
‘* able co-operation of the Britith fencibles and militia, and the aétivity, fkill and valour of his 
“© majefty’s fleets, will, I doubt not, defeat every future effort of the enemy. But the more I 
“ have refleted on the fituation and circumftances of this kingdom, confidering on the one hand 
“* the ftrength and ftability of Great Britain, and on the other thofe divifions, which haye fhaken 
** Treland to its foundations, the more anxious I am for fome permanent adjuftment which may ex- 
‘* tend the advantages enjoyed by our fifter kingdom to every part of this ifland. 

‘© The unremitting induftry with which our enemies perfevere in their avowed defign of endea- 
‘* vouring to effe@t a feparation of this kingdom from Great Britain, muft have engaged your par- 
‘* ticular attention; and his majefty commands me to exprefs his anxious hope that this confidera- 
“* tion, joined to the fentiment of mutual affe€tion and common intereft, may difpofe the parlia- 
** ments in both kingdoms to provide the moft effetual means of maintaining and improving a con- 
‘© nexion, effential to their common fecurity, and of confolidating, as far as poflible, into one 
‘* firm and lafting fabric, the ftrength, the power, and the refources of the-Britifh empire.” 

8 Journ, Lords, p. 192. 
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A motion was then made for leave to withdraw the amendment. A de- 
bate arofe thereupon, and the queftion being put, the houfe divided, and the 
Earl of Glandore reported, that the contents below the bar were 19, and the 
non-contents in the houfe were 46. 

A motion was then made, that after the word “ fecurity” in the faid para- 
graph, the following words be expunged, “ and of confolidating as far as 
“ poffible into one firm and lafting fabric, the ftrength, the power, and the 
“ yefources of the Britifh empire,” which alfo pafied in the negative. Ano- 
ther motion was then made by the Earl of Bellamont, that after the faid 
word “ importance,” the following words be inferted, “ fo far as may be con- 
“ fiftent with the permanent enjoyment, exercife, and tutelary vigilance of 
** our refident and independent parliament, as eftablifhed, acknowledged, 
“ and recognized.” This motion was alfo negatived by a divifion of 49 
againft 16. Fourteen of the lords in the minority protefted.* 

In the commons Lord Tyrone moved the addrefs, which he faid did not 
pledge him in any manner to fupport the meafure of an Union; let that 
queftion of policy ftand upon its own merits; let it be adopted or rejected as 
the interefts of Ireland and the profperity of the empire fhould dictate. If 
upon inveftigation it fhould be found conducive to the advantage and 
ftrengthening of both; no clamour, no violence fhould make him fwerve 
from the honorable line of his duty. 

Colonel Fitzgerald, (member for the county of Cork) feconded the ad- 
drefs, exprefling a zealous defire that any ftep likely to cement and ftrengthen’ 
the connexion between the two countries fhould be adopted. 

Sir John Parnell faid, that as the fpeech did not avow the meafure of le- 
giflative Union between Great Britain and Ireland, nor recommend it direétly 
to the confideration of the houfe, it would be unneceflary in that ftage of 
the bufinefs to difcufs the queftion, but the meafure having been publicly 
avowed and introduced by a fide wind into the fpeech, he thould oppofe it 
an limine as being a queftion fimple inits nature, and on which no further in- 
formation was neceffary, than to fhew that they were called on to put an end 


* Viz, Leintter, Charlemont, Belmore, Dunfany, 
Granard, Bellamont, Powerfcourt, Lifmore. 
Belvidere, Mountcafhell, De Vefci, 

Arran, Kilkenny, Wm. Down and Connor, 


Sar 2: to 
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to the exiftence of an Irith parliament, and to determine on the permanent 
and effential interefts of their country for ever. They were called on to de- 
cide their conftitution, their trade, their property, and on what was of ftill 
more confequence, the feelings of the public conneéted with a furrender of 
the conftitution ; an affrighted commerce, and a diminifhed property. This 
would lay a ground for growing difcontent, not promoted by declamation 
or irritation, not to be treated as the momentary convulfion of popular feel- 
ings, but proved by faéts, which aggravated by experience muft acquire 
force the longer it was fuppreffed, and produce confequences greater than he 
wifhed to venture to ftate. He then adverted to the argument that a mea- 
fure, which had been beneficial to Scotland would equally benefit Ireland. 
Ireland did not ftand in the fame relative pofition that day as England did in 
refpect to that country at the time of the Union. The meafure was then 
juftified by neceffity. This was fo well underftood, that according to Defoe, it 
was not unpopular in Scotland when firft propofed; it became fo by publica- 
tions calculated to inflame the minds of the people. Scotland had by an aé&t 
of its parliament, divefted the family of the fucceffion of the crown, on 
whom it had been entailed by the parliament of Great Britain. 

The Englifh parliament had in return declared the people of that country 
aliens and had interdiéted their trade: there was no choice but fubmiffion or 
Union. But though a fimilar neceffity did not exift in Ireland as did at that 
time in Scotland, it was afferted that there cxifted a neceffity equally cogent 
to make the adoption of the meafure unavoidable in that country, viz. the 
conteft between the Catholic and Proteftant, and foreign invafion. Could an 
act of parliament modify the conftitution, or alter the minds of thofe who 
propofed to overturn it? Could it ftop the progrefs of invading fleets, or the 
rafh enterprife of a defperate army? Would the Catholic and Proteftant 
mind be fatisfied by each party ceafing to have a parliament within their 
reach? They had better know their intereft by relinquifhing jealoufies, where- 
by they had been fuffcrers in the extreme, and avoid by the continuance of 
them injuring the interefts of their country and pofterity for ever. 

It was alledged, that the Irifh parliament was liable to influence, and not 
fit to be entrufted by the crown or the people: what a filly charge! Their 
conduét that night, at the fame time that it would defeat an injurious mea- 
fure, would confute the reafoning offered in fupport of it; by proving their 
independence, they would prove the falfehood of the calumny, which im- 

peached 
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peached it. The evils complained of might be beft remedied, in the cafe of 
the religious diftinétions, by recolleéting that they had a common intereft 
with them; their affections were to be acquired by good treatment; and all 
to be preferved by the efforts of a fteady and wife government. He had for- 
merly voted againft Catholic claims, not from diflike to any individual for 
his religion, but ona principle that it was unwife to change the exifting 
government; notwithf{tanding he had lived happily among them, and was 
fatisfied, that if their paflions had not been worked on, the fpirit of affeétion 
would have prevailed, from the juftice and moderation of the Proteftant refi- 
dent landlords, which would have proved, that the difcontents founded on 
religious prejudice, ought to have fubfided in Ireland, as they had done in 
other countries. 

The efforts of the enemy were better to be oppofed by military force than 
by fpeculating on the conftitution: by relying on thofe, whofe loyalty they 
had experienced, than by rifquing the effects of alarming their feclings by 
innovating on the principles of the conftitution. It was better to meet thie 
evils which they knew, than rifque others, the extent of which they could not 
meafure, viz. the entire furrender of the whole of-their interefts, for they were 
included in their conftitutional privileges. He folemnly declared, he aéted 
under no influence but that of his judgment. He recommended to them to 
adopt a fimilarity of fentiment with England; and reply to the advifers of 
the meafures, which had been propofed, what England formerly did to the 
court of Rome, nolumus leges Hibernie mutari. 

Mr. Tighe expreffed the pleafure he had in concurring in fentiment with 
the nght honorable gentleman, though he would enter into no difcuffion of 
the queftion until it were brought direétly before the houfe. 

Lord Cattlereagh felt himfelf called upon to fay, that although there were 
not in the addrefs any fpecific pledge toa meafure of union, yet it was clearly 
implied in the with to ftrengthen the refources of the empire: for he had no 
difficulty in faying, that he thought the only means of fettling that unhappy 
country in permanent tranquillity and connexion with Britain, were to be 
found in a legiflative union ; and on that fubjeét he did intend at an early 
day to fubmit a fpecific motion to the houfe. 

Mr. G. Ponfonby entered on an able attack and expofure of the general 
principle of an union, by boldly avowing the principle, that neither the legif- 
lature, nor any power on earth, had a right or authority to annihilate the 
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Trifli parliament, and deprive people for ever of their right to the benefits of 
the conftitution, to civil liberty. 

The minifter had told them they ought to difcufs this meafure with cool- 
nefs ; but when the minifter himfelf would not leave men to the free exercife 
of their underftanding, but turned out of office the beit and oldeft fervants of 
the crown, becaufe they would not proftitute their confcience: when the 
terror of difmiffal was thus holden out to deter men in office from a fair exer- 
cife of their private judgement, how could he talk of cool difcuffion? He 
concluded, by moving an amendment, which would give every gentleman, 
who did not with to pledge himfelf to a furrender of the rights of the coun- 
try, an opportunity of fpeaking his fenfe. The amendment was, that after 
. the paffage which declared the willingnefs of the houfe to enter on a confide- 
ration of what meafures might beft tend to confirm the common ftrength of 
the empire, fhould be inferted, “ maintaining, however, the undoubted birth- 
“‘ right of the people of Ireland to have a refident and independent legifla- 
ture, fuch as was recognized by the Britifh legiflature in 1782, and was 
finally fettled at the adjuftment of all differences between the two coun- 
tries.” 

Sir L. Parfons feconded the amendment. 

Mr. Conolly oppofed it, for the fame reafon which he had urged againfi the 
conftitution of 1782, namely, that that conftitution could not work two inde- 
pendent legiflatures in one empire, being as abfurd and monftrous, as two 
heads on one pair of fhoulders. He gave a fhort hiftory of the country from 
1782 to that time, and fhewed, that many of the evils they had fince’experi- 
enced, had arifen from the independence of the legiflature, and particularly 
dwelt upon the notorious faét, that there had been 116 placemen and pen- 
fioners at one time in the Houfe of Commons ever fince that period. What 
was fuch independence worth? 

Mr. Frederick Falkiner agreed with Mr. G. Ponfonby: he did not think 
the lord lieutenant’s conduét, fince he had had the adminiftration of 
that country, deferved his praife. To Lord Camden the country was 
indebted for their prefervation, in the glorious yeomanry inftitution. The 
horrid and unnatural rebellion was put down before that nobleman left the 
country; and had he remained there a little longer, it had been completely 
extinguithed, and the yeomanry upholden in that degree their fervices fo 
highly merited. 

‘ Lord 
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Lord Clements fupported the amendment, and hoped too it would be ftre- 
nuoufly oppofed by all the virtue of the Britifh fenate, asa meafure only cal- 
culated enormoufly to increafe the power of the crown, and influence of the 
minifter, and therefore ruinous to the true profperity of the empire. 

Mr. Fitzgerald, late prime ferjeant, faid, that nothing could contribute to 
defeat the meafure, or to awaken the honeft indignation of the independent 
gentlemen of Ireland, fo effectually, as an open and avowed war againft the 
freedom and liberties of parliament, by the removal of the trufty fervants of 
the public from their fituations, which they held with honor to themfelves, 
and advantage to their country. It being thought neceffary to hold them 
out as examples to ftop the growing mutiny and infurreétion of honor and 
confcience againft the influence of office. No man could hold a place under 
government, who did not vote for that meafure. But the Britifh minifter, he 
pledged himfelf, was too wife and too magnanimous to wifh for an union on 
fuch terms. 

If the amendment, which his honorable and learned friend had propofed, 
and fupported with fuch tranfcendent ability, fhould not be carried, that, he 
feared, would be the laft time he fhould have the honor of addreffing an 
Irifh parliament: for though the pageantry and ceremony of its funeral might 
take up fome time, and give opportunities for lamentations, yet, if the amend- 
ment were negatived, the character of parliament would be extinguifhed: 
and character was a phoenix, which died but once, and from its aflies there 
was no refurrection. Confidering, that the quettion involved every thing 
that could be dear to a nation, he would trefpafs upon the houfe, and briefly 
{tate the principle of his vote. Contrary to the influence of every private 
affection, and differing from thofe, with whom he had long aéted, and to 
whom he would yield his own opinion on any meafure of temporary effeét, 
he adopted the amendment, becaufe his mind was impreffed with this con- 
viction, that the extinétion of the legiflature of Ireland would, fooner or 
later, produce a convulfion, in which the connexion between Great Britain 
and Ireland would be at fiake, and would render that devoted country more 
than ever fubjeGt to the intrigues of France, emafculated of that vigor and 
energy with which it ever had, and he trufted, whilft it retained its inde- 
pendence, ever would ftand by Great Britain. It was. not, in his opinion, 
within the moral competence of parliament, to defiroy and extinguifh itfelf, 
and with it the rights and liberties of thofe who created it. The conftituent 
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parts of a ftate are obliged to hold their public faith with each other, and with 
all thofe, who derive any ferious intereft under their engagements ; fueh a 
compact may, with refpect to Great Britain, be an union; but with refpeét to 
Ireland, it will be a revolution, and a revolution of a moft alarming nature. He 
referred to Dr. Johnfon’s remark to an Irifhman on the fubjeét of an union : 
‘ don’t unite with us,” faid he, “ we fhall unite with you only to rob you; 
** we fhould have robbed the Scots, if they had any thing to be robbed of.” 
The Britifh nation had been deceived, to think that the people of Ireland 
were tired of their parliament—that their parliament was unworthy. It 
would indeed prove its unworthinefs by confenting to its own extinétion. 
It was the misfortune of the day, that the opinions and motives of men were 
generally mifreprefented. 

Mr. Fitzgerald, (Knight of Kerry) oppofed the amendment, becaufe, the, 
rebellion having fhaken the country to its centre, made fome arrangement 
neceflary; becaufe it was obvious, the country could not have been faved, 
and was now preferved but by force. That was a fiate in which things 
could not long remain, becaufe principles had got among the people of the 
country, which induced them to give their confidence to parliament only fo 
far as the parliament tended to fever the connexion; and finally, becanfe if 
that principle were not checked, it muft ultimately end in feparation. He 
attributed much of the exifting mifchief, to the parliament being founded on 
too narrow a bafe, and to the unhappy difference of religion which exifted in 
the country ; both thofe circumftances gave a caft of prejudice and bigotry 
to the Irith parliament. The happinefs of the country then demanded that 
they fhould refort to an higher and more enlightened legiflature, who would 
be above thofe local prejudices. With regard to the civil rights of the peo- 
ple of Ireland being furrendered by an union, he knew of no nghts, which 
they had not from the law of England, and by that law they would continue 
to be governed after an union, perhaps better than before. 

Colonel Vereker faid, that Ka he could be perfuaded that a legiflative union 
with Great Britain would infure internal tranquillity to his diftra¢ted country, 
that it would prevent foreign invafion, or add to the national wealth, he 
fhould chearfully agree in the principle of it; but entertaining the oppofite 
fentiments, not taken up haftily, but upon mature confideration, he fhould 
vote for the amendment. 

Mr. O'Hara faid, the Irith parliament had uniformly been making acquifi- 
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tions for the country from the time of the o€tennial bill to that day. He 
denied the right of parliament to alter the conftitution, and fupported the 
amendment. 

Mr. Lee would willingly give up national pride, or any fuch paffion, if the 
facrifice would fecure tranquillity, but he was convinced it could have uo 
fuch effect. There was fome radical error in the fyftem of Irith government. 
Tt fhould be fought for and corrected ; elfe here the feeds of difcontent would 
fructify for ever. England was approaching her grand climaé¢teric. Once fhe 
was democratic, and at that time the minifter was obligcd to look to the 
landed intereft for fupport. Since the revolution, though there were not 116 
placemen and penfioners in the Britifh Houfe of Commons, (there were only 
80) yet the minifter was become lefs dependent on the country gentlemen; 
they had fince that period continued to become lefs important to the miniftcr 
of the day; and dupes indced would be the landed mcn of England, if they 
ever fuffered one hundred Irith members to be introduced into the Britifh 
Commons; for then, indeed, the minifter would be independent of them and 
of the country. With his forty-fix Scotchmen on one land, his corps of fea- 
poys, (for even the Nabobs had reprefentatives in that virtuous parliament 
to which they were called to give up their intcretts), on the other, and his one 
hundred hardy Hibernians as a corps of referve, what might not he do, thus 
fupported? Parliament was not competent to the change they were called 
on to make: but they might be made competent. Let the parliament be 
diffolved, and a new one fummoned, with public notice, that they were affein- 
bled for the exprefs purpofe of confidering the mcafure; and fuch a parlia- 
nicnt would come commifiioned with exprefs authority for the purpofe. Le 
gave his decided approbation to the amendment. 

Mr. Crookthank, in a very long fpeech, fupported the amendment: and 
concluded, by conjuring the lioufe to recolleét its facred truft, its folemn re- 
fponfibility ; to preferve and reftore to their conftituents inviolate, that con- 
ftitution under which they had profpered beyond example, and the furrender of 
which, by a fordid uncqual contraét, could produce no benefit whatever, and 
muft entail evils and misfortunes incalculable on the country. 

Mr. St. George Daly thought nothing but fuch a radical arrangement 
could heal the diftraétions of their country. He allowed parliament was 
incompetent to take away the rights of the people; but he denied, that an 
union violated any right. He allowed praife to the framers of the conftitu- 
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tion of 1782; but contended it was the feparate and independent exiftence of 
the two legiflatures then eftablithed, which made the meafure now neceffary. 

Mr. M‘Naghten confeffed and declared it to be his firm opinion, that the 
only method of fecuring the connexion between the two kingdoms, and the 
exiftence of that country as a civilized ftate, was a legiflative Union. His 
opinion was the refult of long and ferious reflection. 

Sir Boyle Roche faid he was for an Union, to put an end to uniting be- 
tween Prefbyterians, Protefiants, and Catholics to overturn the conftitution. 

Honorable Mr. Skeffington reprobated in ftrong terms the idea of tranf- 
ferring or furrendering the legiflative independence of Ireland to any power 
on earth, and warmly fupported the amendment. 

Mr. French faid, that the able difcuffion of the queftion had fully con- 
vinced him, that parliament was not competent to decide on the queftion of 
an incorporating Union with Great Britain. He therefore fupported the 
ainendment. 

Colonel B. Maxwell fully concurred with Mr. G. Ponfonby, that parlia- 
ment was totally incompetent to entertain the meafure; he therefore gave it 
his moft unequivocal and decided oppofition in dimine. A parliament which 
could be bafe enough to betray the rights and liberties of their country, not 
only at prefent, but to all future generations, would deferve anmihilation. 
He conjured the houfe, as they valued their own character, as they valued 
the liberties of themfelves and their pofterity, as they valued the Britith con- 
nexion, to convince the minifter of Great Britain, that they were determined, 
at the rifque of every thing that was dear to them, to fupport and hand 
down unimpaired to their pofterity, the rights, liberties, and independence of 
their native land. 

Colonel Archdall would oppofe the Union in every fhape. 

Mr. Barrington (judge of the Admiraity) rofe with great agitation. The 
exiftence of Ireland was in queftion, and he felt his feeble talents fhrink be- 
fore the colofial magnitude of the fubjeét; he had heard of calm and dif- 
paffionate difcuffion; it was the language of a flave; he who could refleét on 
the annihilation of his country with apathy or indifference muft be lefs than 
man, or more than mortal. Whatever capacity, whatever fpirit, whatever 
energy God or nature had given him, he confidered himfelf as holding but in 
truft for his country, to be expended for her ufe, whenever her oppreflions or 


diftreffes drew for their afliftance. Ie loved his king, he adored the conftitu- 
tion, 
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tion, and he now confidered himfelf as defending both againft the defperate 
fyftem of an indefinitely ambitious minifter. The Irith parliament had here- 
tofure deliberated on revocable local regulations, or national arrangement, 
but now a mighty and imperial queftion opened itfelf for their difcuffion: a 
project, to fubject irrevocably one independent country to the will of another, 
and both to the will of a minifter already ftronger than the crown, and more 
powerful than the people; and this great and important ufurpation ftolen 
into parliament through the fulfome paragraphs of an echoing congratula- 
tion, pledging the houfe to the difcuffion of a principle fubverfive of their 
liberties, and in the hour of convalefcence calling on it to commit fuicide. 
Ireland had not fair play; her parliament had not fair play ; the fouleft and 
moft unconfiitutional means, he believed, had been ufed to intimidate and to 
corrupt it, and either to force or to feduce a fuffrage, when nothing but ge- 
neral, independent, uninfluenced opinion could warrant for a moment the 
moft diftant view of fo ruinous a fubje&t. He had good reafon to believe, 
that corrupt and unconftitutional means had been ufed by the noble lord to 
individuals of the Inifh parliament.* Some of thofe means were open and 
avowed : two of the oldeft, moft refpectable, and moft beloved officers of the 
crown had been difplaced, becaufe they prefumed to hint an opinion adverfe 
to the ftripling’s diétates, on a fubject where their country was at ftake; their 
removals crowned them with glory, and the minifter with contempt. He 
afferted, that other gentlemen in office, whofe opinions were decidedly adverfe 
to the meafure, but whofe circumftances could not bear fimilar facrifices, 
were dragged to the altar of pollution, and forced againft their will to vote 
againft their country: he had good reafon to believe, that unconftitutional 
interference had been ufed by the executive power with the legiflative body ; 
one gentleman refufed the inftruétions of his conftituents, and had been pro- 
moted. Peerages (as was rumoured) were bartered for the rights of minors, 
and every effort ufed to deftroy the free agency of parliament ; if this were 
true, it encroached on the conftitution, and if the executive power overftept 
its bounds, the people were warranted to do the fame on their part, and be- 
tween both it might be annihilated, and leave a wondering world in amaze- 


* Here Mr. Barrington was called to order, and his words defired to be taken down; on which 
Mr. Plunket rofe, and declared the fame opinion, and his determination to ufe ftronger language ; 
and recommended the words to be taken down in order to bring the fubje&t forward. This not 
being perfifted in by the Treafury Bench, Mr. Barrington continued. 
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ment how the fame people could have been wife enough to frame the heft 
conftitution upon earth, and foolifh enough to deftroy it. One king and 
two kingdoms was the cry of the people of Ireland: The Britifh minifter 
had too much wifdom to have prefied this meafure on Ireland, had he known 
her temper and fituation; but he had been greatly deceived by mifreprefen- 
tation from that country: hot-headed injudicious fpirits had been liftened 
to, whilft the fage and honeft reprefentation of the wifeft of Ireland’s chil- 
dren had been difregarded. Thefe were objeétions to any difcuffion of the 
fubject; and much as he refpeéted Great Britain, no idle parade of complhi- 
ment fhould prevail upon hum one monient to lofe fight of Ireland. He then 
argued at length on the incompetence of the Irifh commons to furrender 
the efience of their delegation. 

The treacherous reafons afligned for the completion of this projeét, were 
their differences and misfortunes ; differences which arofe from the duplicity 
of that fame minifter, who now fought to fubdue them, and misfortunes 
which were ftimulated by him, to adapt them for his own conqueft. 

Why fhould they apply to 547 Englifh and Scotchmen, to arrange their 
trade and modify their national eftablifiments? It was abfurd and infolent 
to demand, and it would be mean, vicious, and pufillanimous to fubmit to it. 

Great Britain had nothing to give, which could compenfate the lofs of in- 
dependence; they afked no favor from her, and would fubmit to no injury, 
they would unite with her as a friend and as a fifter in the common caufe ; 
their lives and their properties fhould be united with her in fupport of their 
king and conftitution; they would rife and fall with her; but they would 
not fubmit to be ruled by a Britith faétion, and plundered by a Bnitifh mi- 
nifier, to fatisfy the avarice or the jealoufy of thofe perfons, to whofe confi- 
dence and liberality that minifter owed his gratitude, and which he could 
only repay by heaping burthens upon Ireland. It was clear as noon-day, 
that his fyftem had been moft treacherous; his government in Ireland ex- 
cited the different feéts to oppofe each other; an indolent fyftem was adopted, 
to permit fome ftrength to the difaffeGed; then a vigorous fyftem, to give 
cnerey to the Joyalift. Then governnient aéied on the defenfive againft trea- 
fon; then the minifter plunged into martial law; the Catholic and the Pro- 
teftant were alternately encouraged and deprefled; the loyalty of the yeo- 
manry faved Ireland; both parties had bled and were weak; and what is 
called the lenient fyftem was adopted; the rebel was pardoned, and fent back 
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to rob, to murder, and burn; the yeoman and the loyalift were either in- 
fulted, opprefied, or degraded, in fome inftances executed ; the loyal national 
fpirit was purpofely fupprefied; and when all was ripe for a government re- 
volution, the meafure of an Union, equally opprefiive and difgufting to every 
clafs and every feéi, was brought forward, in expeéiation that the Irth were 
too worn, too weak, and too indifferent to refift or reject any thing which pro- 
feffed to be for their tranquillization. And to prove that this fyftem was 
adopted for thefe purpofes, it was only necetfary to recolleét the words of the 
noble lord who propofed it: “ that it had been a meafure long confidered 
“ and maturely weighed.” If that were the cafe, it was obvious, that it 
might have been brought forward in a time of tranquillity ; and equally ob- 
vious, that it had been purpofely poftponed, till that defperate fyftem had 
fufficiently worked upon the nation, to adapt it to the minifier’s will and 
pleafure. But the parliament had yet virtue enough to refift an act of na- 
tional degradation. The Britifh minifter had better be aware of this {vftem of 
treachery and fraternization ; it was by the very fame means, and for the 
very fame objeéts, that the French Republic had over-run all Europe; and 
with the very fame fyftem, and for the very fame purpofes, that fhe had af- 
failed Ireland. A defperate example to the Britith empire, and an attempt 
unworthy of the generofity and character of the Britith nation ! 

The compact between Great Britain and Ireland was not all on one fide. 
She took Irifh linens; Ireland fed her fleets. She proteéted Irifh trade; Ive- 
Jand gave her foldiers. ‘There was no nation on earth would not be proud of 
their connexion on the fame terms. It never, therefore, fhould be faid, that 
the dependence was folely on one fide. England might ruin Ireland; but in 
doing fo, fhe would deftroy herfelf: and fhe is too wife and too cunning to 
fuppofe, that a wounded limb could give vigor to an enfeebled body. He 
faid, that on the abftraét queftion he was clear and decided; the difcuflion of 
detail admitted a principle, which he was determined to refift by every means 
and to every extremity. Ile declared his fentiments openly, boldly, and de- 
cifively, that no terms which Great Britain could grant, no favor the could 
bettow, could form any compenfation for the lofs of their independence and 
fecurity ; and though he had on moft fubjeéts freely and zealoufly given his 
fupport to the king’s government, on that queftion no earthly conficderation 
could ever confole him for furrendering the honor, the fecurity, and the 
liberties of his country. 


Sir 
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Sir J. Blaquiere in ftrong terms refifted the charges of undue influence, 
and corruption, made by the honorable member againfi the adminiftration ; 
obferving how completely that charge was refuted, by the conduét and 
fpeeches of fo many gentlemen, the reputed fricnds of government. Was it, 
he afked, poffible, that any tranquillity could be expeéted in the land, whilft 
fo many caufes of difcontent and diflatisfaction among the people remained ? 
Were not the Catholics looking for emancipation; the Prefbyterians for re- 
form; a great bulk of the people for a regulation of tithes? Did not all thefe 
difcontents aggregated together, and abetted by the maclinations of the 
united focieties, make a formidable enemy in their bofom? There were not 
two ways of meeting it. The honorable member who propofed amend- 
ment, with a flow of fuch tranfcendant eloquence, as had feldom been heard 
in that houfe, had exprefsly fiated, that the Roman Catholics muft oppofe 
the Union. He knew not the mind of Catholics upon the fubjcét; but he 
fhould fpeak his own :—That the Roman Catholics, under the prefent order 
of things, could never be accommodated, as he feared, with what they afked, 
without imminent danger to the Proteftant eftablifiment, both in church 
and ftate; but if once an Union fhould be adopted, all thofe difficulties 
would vanifh, and he fhould fee none in granting them every thing thcy de- 
fired. What the fentiments of government upon that fubjeét were, he knew 
not; he fpoke his own. . 

Remove thefe difficulties, unite with England, and fee the proud ground 
on which Ireland was placed. Ireland, geographically and phyfically con- 
- fidered, ftood pre-eminently before all other nations, the fit mark or empo- 
rium of the known world. She embarked in the inviting commerce, aided 
by Englifh capitals, without taxes, and without a debt, whilft all the other 
nations of Europe were finking under their burthens. Peace among them- 
felves, and fecurity againft the common enemy, was all he defired: and if 
any man would fliew other means, by which thofe objeéts could be obtained, 
he would vote againft the Union ;—but gentlemen knew it was impoffible. 

Mr. Dobbs declared, that the fyftem of governing Ireland by corruption, 
had filled them with difguft and indignation. The horrors of the late re- 
bellion, and the dreadful animofities ftill exifting, inchned them to liften to 
any thing likely to tranquillize the country. He had never for a moment 
confidered a legiflative Union but an evil; and he had only hefitated whe- 
ther, by accepting it, he might not avoid a greater. With thefe feelings, he 
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had given the fubject a full and difpaffionate inveftigation ; the refult was a 
decided opinion, that Great Britain could propofe no terms that Ireland 
ought to accede to. 

The noble lord had faid, if it be the with of the people and parliament, 
that the meafure fhould be adopted, it ought to be acceded to. That he did 
not deny. But that fenfe fhould be fully afcertained, without compulfion, 
or undue influence of any kind. Now, as far as the voice of the people had 
been yet colleéted, it was decidedly againft it; and nothing but force, ac- 
tual or implied, with the aid of undue influence, could carry the meafure 
again{t Irifh independence. What fignified declarations of confulting par- 
liament and the people, when actions, the beft of all teftimonies, {poke coercion 
and undue influence? ‘Two gentlemen, high in office, had been turned out, 
becaufe they expreffed a will of their own on this great queftion, iz terrorem 
to all who held offices, from which they could be difimiffed. He had a par- 
tiality for the prefent adminiftration; but a conduét of that nature would turn 
that partiality into enmity. He told the noble lord, that if the meafure were 
carried by fuch means, againft the public fentiment, he was not uniting, but 
feparating the two countries. 

He openly avowed, that though he had hitherto been the warm friend of 
Englith connexion, he would meditate feparation, from the moment that a 
legiflative Union fhould be carried by force, whether that force were direét 
or implied. 

Mr. Knox (member for Philipftown) lamented, that that accurfed meafure 
had long been the favorite objeét of that minifter in England, whofe wild am- 
bition had already led to the deftruétion of empires ; and which then fought to 
annihilate that nation. In order to forward that wicked fcheme, great pains 
had been taken by thofe, who managed the affairs of government under his 
guidance, to promote and keep alive among the people every diftinétion of 
party and religion, all differences of opinion whether in politics or religion 
had been induftrioufly fomented and encouraged, and every means taken to 
diftraét and divide the inhabitants of that land. If that fatal meafure fhould 
ever be carricd, henéeforth that infulted, degraded, debafed country would 
be made a barrack, a depédt from whence to draw the means of cnflaving 
Great Britain, and no refource left to fave either country but a revolution. 

Mr. Hans Hamilton declared that an Union was a meafure he fhould ever 
firmly oppofe within thofe walls with his vote, without them with his life; but 
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he forefaw that the hour was at hand, that would prove this to be the moft 
glorious day that Ireland had ever belield, and that would enable the mem- 
bers to go forth to their conftituents, and to affure them they were repre- 
fented by an Irifh parliament, that never would betray their independance. 

Sir J. Freke alfo fpoke in fupport of the amendment. 

Lord Caftlereagh felt, that in juftice to himfelf and to his country he 
ought to ftate his reafons for favouring the meafure of a legiflative Union 
with great Britain. He had liftened with patient attention to much heated 
declamation, but had heard very little found reafoning. He had heard im- 
putations caft againft his fide of the houfe, that might have been retorted, but 
for the interference of more refined manners. 

His lordihip trufted, that no man would decide on a meafure of fuch im- 
portance as that in part before the houfe, on private or perfonal motives; for 
if a decifion were thus to be influenced, it would be the moft unfortunate 
that could ever affect the conntry. What was the object of this meafure, but 
fuch as every loyal man, who really loved his country, muft feel the ftrongeft 
attacliment to; by an incorporation of their legiflature with that of Great Bri- 
tain, it would not only confolidate the ftrength and glory of the empire, but 
it would change their internal and local government to a fyitem of firength 
and calm fecurity, inftead of being a garrifon in the ifland. That was but a 
part of many and numerous advantages, which the ftage of the bufinefs did 
not then render neceffary to be entered into, and which would come more 
fuitably ata future period. As to the argument of the parliament’s incompe- 
tency to entertain the queftion, he did not expect to hear fuch an argument 
from conftitutional lawyers, or to hear advanced the pofition, that a legifla- 
ture was not at all times competent to do that, for which it could only have 
been inftituted ; the adoption of the beft means to promote the general hap- 
pinets and profperity. After the melancholy ftate, to which that country had 
been reduced, his majefty’s minifters would feel that they abdicated their 
duty to the empire, if they did not ferioufly confider that ftate and adopt 
the beft remedy for the evils which it comprifed. It was the misfortune of 
that country to have in it no fixed principles, on which the human mind 
could refi: no one ftandard, to which the different prejudices of the country 
could be accommodated. What was the price of connection at prefent with 
Great Britain? A military eftablifhment far beyond their natural means of 
fupport, and for whieh they were indebted to Great Britain, which was alfo 
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obliged to guarantee their public loans. It was not by flattery, that the 
country could be faved. Truth, however difagrecable muft be told; and if 
Ireland did not boldly look her fituation in the face and accept that Union 
which would firengthen and fecure her, flie would perhaps have no alterna- 
tive, but to fink into the embrace of French fraternity. You talk, faid his 
lordfhip, of national pride and independence, but where is the folidity of this 
boaft? You have not the Britifh conftitution, nor can you have it confiftently 
with your prefent {pecies of connexion with Great Britain. That conftitution 
does net.recognize two feparate and independent legiflatures under one crown. 
The greater country muft lead; the lefs naturally follow, and muft be practi- 
cally fubordinate in imperial concerns: but this neceffary and beneficial ope- 
ration of the general will muft be preceded by eftablifhing one common 
intereft. 

As the pride of Treland advanced with her wealth, it might happen, that 
fhe would not jom Great Britain in her wars. It was only a common policy, 
that would make that certain. Incorporate with Great Britain, and you have 
a common intereft and common means. If Great Britain call for your fub- 
jection, refift it: but if fe with to unite with you on terms of equality, it 1s 
madnefs not to accept the offer. Gentlemen had diftinguifhed the cafe of 
Scotland from that of Ireland; but they were direétly the fame. All quef- 
tions had arguments on both fides: the leaft evil was to be chofen. One- 
objection to the meafure was, that the legiflature would not be local. For 
that reafon the meafure fhould be adopted. With a local legiflature, and the 
prefent divifion of the people, Ireland could not go on. Other objections 
arofe: but they all terminatcd in local prejudice or pride, and all of them 
that had been ftarted, difcuffed and refuted in the cafe of Scotland. Abfen- 
tees formed another objection. They would be fomewhat increafed, no 
doubt, by an Union: but the evil would be compenfated by other advan- 
tages, and among them by the growth of an intermediate clafs of men he- 
tween the landlord and the peafant: a clafs of men, whofe lof was felt in 
Treland, to train tle mind of the lower clafs. Thete an Union would bring 
over from England. ‘They would alfo have capital from thence. And as to 
emigration, the ditficulty and expence would countera¢t that evil. At all 
events, thefe inconveniencies would be but a grain of fand compared with the 
advantages, which would be derived from internal fecurity and their growing 
together in habits of amity and affection. 
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He concluded by profeffing himfelf attached to the meafure only by the 
love of his country, and his conviétion that the interefts of that country 
would be promoted permanently and effectually by an incorporation of the 
two legiflatures. 

Colonel Gilbert King felt it to be the duty he owed his conttituents, his 
country and himfelf to vote for the amendment and againft the Union when- 
ever it fhould be brought forward. 

Mr. Plunket fpoke with great warmth. He congratulated them on the 
candid avowal of the noble lord who juft fat down; he had expofed the pro- 
ject in its naked hideoufnefs and deformity; he had told them that the ne- 
ceffity of facrificing their independence, flowed from the nature of their con- 
nexion; it was now avowed that the meafure did not flow from any temporary 
caufe; that it was not produced in confequence of any late rebellion, or ac- 
cidental difturbance in the country ; that its neceflitydid not arife from the 
danger of modern political innovations, or from recent attempts of wicked 
men to feparate their country from Great Britain; no, they were now in- 
formed by the noble lord, that the condition of their flavery was cngrafted 
on the principles of their connexion, and that by the decrees of fate Ireland 
had been doomed a dependant colony from her cradle. After that barefaced 
avowal, there could be little difference of opinion: He trufted that every ho- 
neft nian, who regarded the freedom of Ireland or who regarded the connex- 
ion with England, would by his vote on that night refute the unfounded and 
feditious doétrine. He had borne arms to cruth the wretches who propagated 
the falfe and wicked creed, ‘“ that Britifh connexion was hoftile to Irifh free- 
“* dom;” and he was now called on to combat it, coming from the lips of 
the noble lord at the head of adminiftration ? 

The freedom of difcuffion, which had taken place had given great offence 
to gentlemen on the treafury bench; they were men of nice and punétilious 
honor, and they would not endure that any thing fhould be faid which: im- 
plied a refleétion on their untainted and virgin integrity. They tlireatened, 
faid he, to take down the words of an honorable gentleman who had fpoken 
before him, becaufe they conveyed an infinuation: and he promifed them on 
that occafion, that if the fancy for taking down words continued, he would 
indulge them in it to the top of their bént. He was determined to keep his 
word with them: he would not infinuate, but direétly affert, that bafe and 
wicked as was the objeét propofed, the means ufed to effeét it had been more 
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flagitious and abominable! Did they choofe to take down his words? Did they 
dare him to the proof? He had been induced to think that they had at the 
head of the executive government in that country, a plain honeft foldier, un- 
accuftomed to and difdaining the intrigues of politics, and who, as an addi- 
tional evidence of the direétnefs and purity of his views, had chofen for his 
fecretary a fimple and modeft youth (Puer ingenui vultis ingenuigue pudoris) 
whofe inexperience was the voucher of his innocence: yet was he bold to 
fay, that during the vice-royalty of that unfpotted veteran, and during the 
adminiftration of that unafluming ftripling, within the laft fix weeks, a fyf- 
tem of black corruption had been carried on within the walls of the caftle, 
which would difgrace the annals of the worft period of the hiftory of either 
country. Did they choofe to take down his words? He needed to call no 
witnefles to their bar to prove them. He faw two right honorable gentlemen 
fitting within thofe walls, who had long and faithfully ferved the crown, and 
who had been difmiffed, becaufe they dared to exprefs a fentiment in favor of 
the freedom of their country. He faw another honorable gentleman, who 
had been forced to refign his place as commiffioner of the revenue, becaufe 
he refufed to co-operate in that dirty job of a dirty adminiftration: did they 
dare to deny this? ‘“ I fay that at this moment the threat of difmiffal from 
‘* office is fufpended over the heads of the members, who now {it around me, 
“in order to influence their votes on the queftion of this night, involving 
“ every thing that can be facred or dear to man: do you defire to take down 
“ my words? Utter the defire, and I will prove the truth of them at your 
“ bar. Sir, I would warn you againft the confequences of carrying this mea- 
® fure by fuch means as this, but that I fee the neceffary defeat of it in the 
‘ honeft and univerfal indignation which the adoption of fuch means excites: 
“ I fee the proteétion againft the wickednefs of the plan, in the imbecility 
“‘ of its execution, and I congratulate my country, that when a defign was 
“ formed againfi their liberties, the profecution of it was entrufted to fuch 
“‘ hands as it is now placed in.” He then entered into a very wide range of 
the fubject, which he moft violently reprobated, and bitterly inveighed againft 
the Britifh minifter for having aéted infidioufly towards his friend and ally in 
the hour of her calamity and diftrefs. At a moment when Ireland was filled 
with Britith troops, where the loyal men were fatigued and exhautfted by their 
efforts to fubdue rebellion; efforts, in which they had fucceeded before tliote 
troops arrived, whilft their Jfubeas Corpus act was fufpended, whilft trials by 
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court martial were carrying on in many parts of the kingdom, whilft the 
people were taught to think, that they had no right to meet or to deliberate, 
and whilfi the great body of them were fo palfied by their fears, and worn 
down by their exertions, that even the vital queftion was fcarcely able to 
roufe them from their lethargy: at a moment, when they were diftraéted by 
domeftic diffentions: diffentions artfully kept alive as the pretext for their 
prefent fubjugation, and the inftrument of their future thraldom. He thanked 
adminiftration for the meafure. They were without intending it, putting an 
end to their diffentions. Through that black cloud, which they had col- 
leéted over them, he faw the light breaking in upon their unfortunate coun- 
try; they had compofed diffentions, not by fomenting the embers of a iin- 
gering and fubdued rebellion, not by hallooing the Proteftant againft the 
Catholic and the Catholic againft the Proteftant, not by committing the 
north againft the fouth, not by inconfiftent appeals to local or party preju- 
dices: no, but by the avowal of that atrocious confpiracy againfi the liber- 
ties of Ireland, they had fubdued every petty feeling and fubordinate diftinc- 
tion. They had united every rank and defcription of men by the preffure of 
that grand and momentous fubjeét; and he told them, that they would fee 
every honett and independent man in Ireland rally round her conftitution, and 
merge every other confideration in his oppofition to that ungenerous and 
odious meafure; for his own part, he would refift it to the laft gafp of his 
exiftence and with the laft drop of his blood, and when he felt the hour of 
his diffolution approaching, he would, hke the father of Hannibal, take his 
children to the altar and fwear them to eternal hoftility againft the invaders 
of their country’s freedom. , 

Mr. C. Ofborne fupported the Union, on the firmeft conviction of its pro- 
priety and neceffity to preferve the connexion between both countries and 
fecure the tranquillity of Ireland. 

The Right Honorable George Ogle execrated the principle of the Union, 
and would oppofe it in every ftage. 

Mr. Hardy fpoke largely for the amendment. Admitting the right of the 
people to call for an Union, who (he put the queftion), except the corpora- 
tion of Cork, had afked for it ? Had parliament, or either houfe of parlia- 
ment, or any body of men whatever? Juft the reverfe: the moft refpeétable 
public bodies, with the city of Dublin, and the law at their head, had remon- 
ftrated moft ftrongly againft it. They never had any plan or fyftem for the 
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government of Ireland, but confulted merely the exigence of the moment, 
and no more. In 1792 they fupported the Proteftants; at the latter end of 
that year, Dumourier’s arms prevailed, and in the beginning of 1793, they 
favoured the Catholics. In 1795 they again abandoned them ; and thus hav- 
ing gone through a variety of fchemes, they came at laft to the extreme 
bound of their policy, and propofed an Union. This, they thought, was to clofe 
all differences. Suppofe it did not, and he was certain it would not, what 
would they propofe next? A diffolution of the Union, or dragooning, or 
what ? 

Mr. Corry obferved, that gentlemen were bound in common decency to 
confider the fpeech from the throne. His Majefty, from the unfortunate 
complexion of affairs in that country, recommended it to his parliament of 
Ireland to take meafures for confolidating tle connexion between both coun- 
tries, while it was in danger of being diffolved by the attempts of an invading 
army, and the machinations of domeftic traitors. 

The meafure of an Union was propofed for difcuffion only ; and though he 
confidered it as the only means that could afford fafety to Ireland, and fecu- 
rity to the empire, yet if it fhould meet the difapprobation of the houfe, and 
of the people without doors, he had no hefitation in faying, that it ought to 
be rejected. However, furely gentlemen would give it the difcuffion it de- 
ferved ; for a rejection iz limine would be treating the fpeech from the throne 
with difrefpeét. Mr. Corry concluded with an earneft entreaty to gentlemen 
to confider that they were not pledged to the meafure by voting the addrefs. 

Mr. Coote exprefied, that warm as was the language of fome gentlemen, he 
would not agree to record in the journals an interdict to the difcuflion and 
confideration of any union whatever with Great Britain ; on the other hand, 
he was ready to pledge himfelf never to fupport any union which did not meet 
the decided approbation of parliament, and of the people. He would fay 
nothing of the detail of the meafure; but the conduét of Great Britain in the 
Scotch Union, affured him, that the detail would be favourable to Ireland, 
and that revenue would not be the obje&t of Great Britain: it was not fo in 
the union with Scotland, for forty years Great Britain never gained any thing 
from the exchesauer of Scotland. The Scottifh union was brought about by 
the Whigs of both kingdoms ; and he trufted that every man who, wifhed well 
to whiggifm, would confent to the difcuffion of that important queftion ; 
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which, in his judgment, would ftrengthen their connexion with Great Britain, 
and effentially confolidate the permanent interefts of Ireland. 

Mr. D. B. Daly faid, his conftituents had given in their opinion boldly, 
like Irifhmen, determined to hazard their lives and properties in defence of 
the independence of the legiflature of their country; and he would venture 
his life and property in defence of the fame, in oppofition to an Union. 

Colonel O'Donnel (in a maiden fpeech) obferved, had he not been deter- 
mined to oppofe fo infamous a meafure, previous to his coming down to that 
houfe, the able and fpirited arguments ufed that mght by the oppofers of a 
Legiflative Union, would make him anxious to have his name enrolled with 
fuch a glorious band of patriots. On one fide he faw oppofing the meafure, 
the landed intereft, the talents, and the integrity of the nation: on the other 
fide, he beheld it fupported by placemen and penfioners ; few only indeed ex- 
cepted. Should the legiflative independence of Ireland be voted away by a 
parliament, which was not competent thereto, he fhould hold himfelf dif- 
charged from his allegiance; the conftitution would be violated, and he 
would join the people in preferving their rights : he would oppofe the rebels 
in rich clothes with as much energy, as he ever had the rebels in rags. 

Mr. Mahon faid he was no placeman or penfioner, but by mature confider- 
ation was convinced of the advantages, both to Ireland and Great Britain, of 
a Legiflative Union between the two countries. 

Mr. J. C. Beresford attended to the inftructions of his conftituents on this 
occafion, becaufe they coincided with his own. He had the highett perfonal 
regard for the Noble Lord, who in his official capacity as fecretary had 
brought forward the queftion, fo deftruétive and detcfted by the Irifh nation. 
He was forry that he had been made the infirument to bring forward fuch a 
propofition. For the minifter of England he entertained the higheft refpect. 
He had been ever in the habits of fupporting his adminifiration, from an ap- 
probation of his conduct, and an admiration of his abilities; but no motives 
of perfonal regard, not even to his deareft and neareft connexions, could in- 
duce him to give a vote in parliament, whereby he fhould conceive himfelf 
acceffary to the annihilation of the legiflative independence of his country. 

Mr. Edgeworth, in a fhort fpeech, delivered his fentiments againft the 
meafure, and concluded with approving of the amendment. 

Mr. Egan went very fully into the queftion. 

Mr. H. Ofborne faid a few words in fupport of the amendment. 
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Dr. A. Brown, in a very pointed manner declared himfelf an irreconcile- 
able enemy to the meafure of an Union. 

Mr. Ball felt confident that this unconftitutional and profligate meafure 
would never again be propounded to the Irifh parliament. Were he difpofed 
to do fo, he fhould find little difficulty in proving, tliat the evils arifing from 
it were certain, inevitable and immediate; fuch as muftend, at no very re- 
mote period, in a total feparation from England, or what was worfe, in a re- 
gular plan of government, uniformly and fyftematically enforced againft tlie 
will of the people by military coercion, The advantages holden out as likely 
to accrue from it, were not only remote and precarious, but falfe, imaginary, 
and delufive: and that even if the meafure were in itfelf a good one, the at- 
tempt to precipitate it at a time of general commotion and public alarm, muft 
fuggeft a fufpicion to the nation of unfair dealing, and lay the foundation of 
incurable jealoufies for ever. 

Mr. Martin faid, he perfectly agreed to every part of the addrefs, and dif- 
fented from the amendment. An Union upon fair and equitable terms to the 
country he believed was the only mean between an oppreffive ariftocracy, and 
the late democratic licentioufnefs of the people. He was forry he could not 
agree with any defcription of gentlemen who oppofed the addrefs. Some he 
could not agree with, for they did not agree with themfelves ; others he had 
uniformly differed from ; but he differed moft from them, when they oppofed 
thofe meafures of mercy, which were the firft and propitious a¢ts of his Ex- 
cellency’s government ; a¢éts to which they owed their prefent exiftence as a 
nation, and which if they could add nothing to the full meafure of his glory, 
did more to fubdue tlie rebellion, than all their fanguinary laws, and all the 
permitted exceffes of them, which had deluged their land in blood. The mea- 
fure had the approbation of his head and heart. 

Mr. Holmes alfo fupported the original address. 

Lord Corry felt it his duty to deliver his decided difapprobation of the 
meafure as difgraceful to the country, as well as pregnant with every poflible 
mifchief to its conftitution, commerce and manufactures; he would therefore 
oppofe it in every ftage. 

Lord Cole followed, and in a very warm manner condemned the meafure, 
and pledged himfelf to oppofe it in every shape. 

Mr. J. M. O'Donnel never would confent to a meafure, which he termed, 
infamous, wicked; and degrading. He denied that the conftitution was an 
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article to be bartered for ; he denied the power of parliament to barter or dif- 
pole of it, on any terms; and he publicly afferted, that thould they ever be 
bafe enough to do fo, the people would have a right to oppofe it ; for his part 
he would oppofe it there and every where; if his oppofition to itin that houfe 
fhould not be fuccefsful, he would oppofe it in the field: it was no common 
queftion ; it was one that went to the very exiftence of his country. He had 
made up his mind on what his conduét fhould be; he fhould either live free, 
or fall by the cut of fome Heffian fabre, or other foreign mercenary. While 
he had exiftence he would oppofe it. 

IIon. Major Achefon faid he would oppofe the meafure of a Legiflative 
Union as derogatory from the dignity of Ireland, and would fupport the 
amendment. 

Sir H. Cavendith oppofed the amendment. 

Mr. Maffey fupported the original addrefs, and oppofed the amendment. 

Mr. W. G. Newcomen not having been inftructed by his conftituents to 
oppofe the meafure of an Union, confidered himfelf at liberty to vote for its 
difcuffion, not pledging himfelf however to any future fupport of the queftion. 

Hon. James Butler oppofed the amendment. 

Mr. Attorney General went into remote hiftory to fhew, that Ireland had for- 
merly fent members to the Englifh parliament; that arefident parliament was 
inefficient to obtain for that kingdom real legiflative freedom ; and that cir- 
cuinftanced as they were, in danger from foreign and internal foes, an incor- 
porated Union with England was abfolutely neceflary for their own fecnrity 
and that of the empire. 

Colonel Bagwell declared his fentiments to be againft an Union. 

Mr. Richard Dawfon gave his decided difapprobation of the meafure, and 
fupported the amendment. 

Mr, Saunderfon, as an independent Irith country gentleman, would oppofe 
the Union in every fhape. 

Mr. ‘Trench obferved that, fcarcely allowed time to breathe after having 
fuppreffed a cruel and unnatural rebellion, they were called upon to decide on 
a queftion of unparalleled magnitude; and any decifion on that great point 
would be, in his mind, premature, till the wifhes of the great body of the 
people were fully and fufficiently known; without their confent either ex- 
preffed or implied by their acquiefcence, the legiflature ought not, they had 
no right to make a radical change in the conititution. The people had not 
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yet had time to make their fentiments known; fome few counties had in- 
deed inftructed their reprefentatives; the northern counties were filent ; the 
fouth and weft were filent. The Prefbyterians in the north, and the Roman 
Catholics in the South and weft, a numerous and refpectable part of the com- 
munity, had not yet declared their fentiments; they feemed to hold back 
with a refpectful deference, till they fhould underftand the fubjeét better. 

Under thefe circumftances, he could not approve of either the original ad- 
drefs or the amendment; the one tended to approve of the principle of 
Union, and the other to preclude any difcuflion of the fubjeét ; he ultimately 
voted for the original addrefs. 

Sir Edward O’Brien declared he would oppofe the meafure of an Union 
whenever propofed, and voted for the amendment. 

Mr. S. Moore fupported the original addrefs, and oppofed the amendment. 

Mr. R. Archdall was againft the amendment, and intreated the houfe not 
to refufe their confideration of the queftion, and faid,.that for his own part, 
when the day for calling the houfe, announced by the noble lord near him, 
(Tyrone) fhould arrive, he would not be afraid to meet the propofition, and 
to confider it, and difpofe of it, as it might deferve. 

Mr. W. B. Ponfonby had no hefitation in declaring the very propofal of 
Union an attack on the conftitution of Ireland, that argued unpardonable 
temerity ; he would therefore oppofe it in every form and {tage. 

Mr. Arthur Moor would not, by giving a filent vote on that important 
morning, (then ttn o’clock) appear temporifing or lukewarm in a eaufe, in 
which he was as willing to perith as to fpeak; he was very perfonally fevere 
on Mr. Coote, the member for Queen’s County, who was fuppofed to have 
received promotion to a colonelcy on the preceding day, for voting againft 
the inftructions of his couftituents. Sir John Parnell was his colleague for 
Queen’s County, which drew more attention to the coloncl’s vote. Ile thus 
fpoke. “ But the honorable gentleman (I beg pardon of the honorable co- 
“ Jonel) is not only determined to vote, but has ventured to {peak in favor 
“* of this ruinous proje@t, and of his own principles of aétion; and the ho- 
“ norable gentleman (I beg pardon again of the honorable colonel) afks 
* with a voice of triumph, infpired I prefume by the authority of his new 
“ command, how will gentlemen quiet the country ? How will they put an end 
*“ to the diffentions by which it is torn, but by the meafure recommended 
“ from the throne? I will tell the honorable gentleman (I again beg pardon 
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“ of the honorable colonel) I run into thofe miftakes from want of ufe, as I 
underftand the honorable colonel’s commiffion is no older than yefterday. 
I willtell the honorable colonel how the country may be quieted, and how 
it is poffible to put an end to her diffentions, and that too by the moft 
conftitutional means ; by independent men fuch as the honorable colonel, 
not prefuming, when the conftitution is at ftake, to difobey the inftruétions 
of their conftituents ; by fnch men as the honorable colonel, holding them- 
felves above the allurements of office or promotion, when honeft and vir- 
tuous men are removed for daring to advife and to aé& for the public good, 
and when it may be difgraceful and degrading both in point of the time 
and the conditions, to accept of any favor from thofe in power. If the 
‘“« reprefentatives of the people of Ireland will a& that part, the honorable co- 
lonel will then fee, that he is grofly in error, when he calls the independence 
“ of Ireland a phantom.” He concluded a long and animated fpeech by re- 
peating his opinion, that parliament, unlefs authorized by the explicit une- 
quivocal fenfe of the people, had no right to confent to the meafure of a le- 
giflative union with Great Britain, and that if it fhould adopt fuch a meafure 
againft the confent of the people, there was no inherent moral right in the le- 
giflature fo to do, by which the nation would be bound to adopt the pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr. Odell oppofed the amendment. 

Mr. William Smith at fo late an hour (then about noon) would, witha 
view to brevity, fubftitute affertion in the place of argument. As every 
lawyer who had rifen to oppofe the meafure, had thought proper, at the fame 
time, to proteft againft the authority of parliament to achieve it, he rofe 
as a lawyer, to record his diffent from what he conceived to be fo unfounded, 
and fo mifchievous a doétrine. He rofe explicitly to declare his decided 
opinion, that parliament was as competent to conclude an union, as it was 
to enaé a turnpike bill. He meant not to detra&t from the importance of 
the former great imperial arrangement, or to infinuate, that the fenfe of the 
community upon it was not deferving of their moft ferious attention: he 
meant only to affert the theoretic, conftitutional competence of the Irith 
legiflature. 

Mr. Stewart, of Killymoon, declared himfelf in favor of Mr. Ponfonby’s 
amendment. - 

Colonel Uniacke oppofed the amendment, as did Mr. Staples, 
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Mr. Serjeant Stanley fupported the addrefs to the king in its original form. 

Mr. Thomas Townfend replied to Mr. Serjeant Stanley and to Mr. William 
Smith. He would oppofe the Union projected by every poffible means : it 
was fatal to the liberties of Ireland. Asa conftitutional queftion it was ut- 
terly untenable, as a matter of policy it was ruinous to the peace, honor, free- 
dom, and real interefts of that kingdom as well as Great Britain. 

Sir L. Parfons faid, that at that late hour le did not rife to fpeak to the 
queftion at large. The fentiment of the nation was now fo decidedly evinced, 
by the fenfe of the independent gentlemen in the houfe againft an union, that 
he hoped the minifter would never give him an opportunity of {peaking 
to the fubje& again, but would abandon it. If however he fhould further 
perfevere, Sir Lawrence would take the earlieft opportunity of {peaking his 
fentiments fully, and fhould now content himfelf with declaring his decided 
difapprobation of the meafure. 

Mr. L. Morres oppofed the amendment; as did alfo Mr. H. D. Grady. 

The honorable G. Knox faid, that he fhould referve himfelf for a full dif- 
cuffion of the important queftion in agitation, until it came more direétly be- 
fore the houfe. At prefent he merely rofe to ftate, that nothing which he 
had heard that night, had produced the flighteft alteration in the fentiments 
which he, in common with his conftituents (the college), was known to en- 
tertain upon the fubject. 

Mr. G. Ponfonby replied to the principal arguments advanced from the 
other fide of the houfe, and clofed the longeft and moft interefting debate 
ever heard within thofe walls, by conjuring gentlemen not to be calculating 
on the probable effect of their vote, but for every man to a¢ct as if engaged 
in a battle, where the victory depended on his fingle arm; ever holding in 
remembrance, that conqueft does not always depend on numbers; a fmall 
and virtuous band of Spartans having faved the liberties of Greece, and a 
gallant officer (Verreker, member for Limerick,) {topped the progrefs of an 
invader in their own country, with his fmall, but brave band of 200 men. 
He concluded by declaring, that never in the courfe of his life did he feel 
fuch delightful fentiments, as that moment, when he contemplated the virtue 
and fpirit, the proud integrity difplayed by the gentlemen, with whom he 
then had the honor of aéting, and, he trufted, of clofing in honeft victory an 
honeft conteft. He omened great and folid, and permanent advantages and 
bleffings to the country, from the fcene, which that day and the preceding 
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night had been difplayed in the Trifh Houfe of Commons—not the “ Perma- 
nent Arrangements” glanced at in the fpeech from the throne,’ but fuch as 
would, in fecuring the honor and independence of Ireland, contribute moft 
effectually to the ftrength and glory of the empire. 
The houfe divided, 
Ayes - - - - 105 
Noes - - - 106 


Majority ] 


This firft debate on the Union,* which afforded to the minifter the unfa- 
tisfa€tory victory of a majority of one voice, lafted twenty-two hours: the 
houfe adjourned to ten o’clock of the morning of the 24th. During the 
whole of this firft debate the avenues to the houfe were crowded with perfons 
awaiting the refult of the debate, which though the queftion were loft, was 
confidered as a viétory by the Anti-Unionifts, and proclaimed as fuch by va- 
rious demonftrations of joy through the inetropolis. Some outrages and in- 
fults were offered to members fuppofed to be Unionifts as they went into or 
came out of the houfe. When on the 24th of the month the addrefs was re- 
ported, on the reading that tpart of it, which related to an Union, Sir L. 
Parfons objected to the paragraph, as pledging the houfe under a metapho- 
rical expreflion to admit the principle of a Legiflative Union. Before 1782, 
when Ireland was ftrugeling for her independency, and the Englifh govern- 
ment contending againft it, the confequence was, that all the principal pei 


* [have been more minute in the report of this firft debate, than it may be neceffary in future, 
in order to fhew the difpofition, temper, and opinions of thofe, who oppofed and who fupported the 
meafure of Union ; and alfo faithfully to put the reader in poffeffion of the weight of argument on 
each fide. It muft be impartially allowed, that in this firft conteft, talent, energy, and inde- 
pendence preponderated on the fide of the minority. 

+ This paragraph relating to the Union was as follows. ‘* The unremitting adtivity, with which 
‘© our enemies perfevere in their avowed defign of endeavouring to effe& a feparation of this king- 
«* dom from Great Britain, muft conftantly engage our moft earneft attention ; and as your majefty 
‘© has condefcended to exprefs an anxious hope,. that this circumftance, joined to the fentiment of 
“* mutual affeCtion and common intereft, may difpofe the parliament in both kingdoms to provide 
‘© the moft effectual means of maintaining and improving a connexion effential to their common 
“* fecurity, and of confolidating as far as poflible, into one firm and’ lafting fabric, the ftrength, 
“© the power, and the refources of the Britifh empire; we fhall not fail to give the fulleft confidera- 
‘© tion to a communication of fuch momentous importance.” 
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fons in official fituations at that time, by voting continually with the mi- 
nifter againft their national claims, became fo odious and were fo blackened 
in the eyes of the people, that even after they had obtained their indepen- 
dency, the people could place no confidence in government compofed of 
thofe men, who had fo long refifted it. Sixteen years had removed many 
of thefe men, and nearly obliterated the recollection of thefe old confliéts : 
and juft at the time that it might be hoped, that a government well con- 
ducted might poffefs the public confidence, this unfortunate meafure of an 
Union was now brought forward, reviving political controverfies, kindling 
anew political jealoufies between the two kingdoms, and debafing and black- 
ening all the official men in high fituations here, in the opinion of the peo- 
ple; for never, never could the people of Ireland place confidence in an ad- 
miniftration, compofed of men, who on this occafion had fhewn their promp- 
titude to betray the deareft rights and privileges of their country. No! 
they were blackened and blackened for ever in the eyes of the people of Ire- 
land! Yet the independent gentlemen of Ireland, in defpite of all the direct 
and indirect means, which had been employed to pervert them on this occa- 
fion, have proved to the nation, that their prefent independent parliamentary 
conftitution was dearer to them, than their lives, and that it is but with 
their lives that they would ever furrender it: there was not in the world a more 
open, warm-hearted, grateful, and unfufpecting people, than the people of 
Ireland. This unfortunate and ill-advifed attempt, however, muft deftroy in 
them all future confidence towards the government, as long as it was confti- 
tuted of thofe men, who on that occafion had becn fo forward to facrifice 
the rights of their country, even though that day fhould put a complete ter- 
mination to the fatal projeét; for they might reft affured, it was necefiary 
that they fhould put it down decifively, otherwife that country would con- 
tinue ina ftate of ferment and agitation, every day more and more prejudicial 
to the connexion between the two kingdoms. The noble lord had admitted, 
that Ireland mutt lofe fomewhat by the increafe of abfentecs, but faid, that 
lofs would be countervailed by the number of Englith merchants and manu- 
facturers that would come and fettle there. He reprefented them immedi- 
diately covering the face of the whole ifland, and producing every where a 
new and valuable middle order of men. The fame had been faid in the Ame- 
rican war, when they obtained a free trade, but no Englifhman came to fettle 


there in confequence. He then replied to fome other arguments raifed in 
favor 
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favor of the Union, particularly to that of the attorney general, who had 
faid, that the parliament during the firft three reigns after the eftablifhment 
of the Englifh there, fat in England, and that there was then a kind of union. 
If it were fo, that would be of little import at the prefent day; the confide- 
ration being not what the conftitution was then, but what it now is. He 
held however in his hand a decifive document againft that affertion of the 
attorney general. It was the anfwer of the Irith parliament to Edward, 
when fummoned by him to England. He fhewed what the conftitution 
was, and alfo what the fpirit was, which animated the Irith parliament at 
that day. 

“ The nobles and commons unanimoufly and with one voice declared, that 
“ according to the rights, privileges, liberties, laws, and cuftoms of the land 
** of Ireland enjoyed from the time of the conqueft of faid land, they are not 
“ bound to fend any perfons from the land of Ireland to the parliament or 
“ council of our lord the king in England as the writ requires. Notwith- 
‘¢ ing on account of their reverence, and the neceflity and prefent diftrefs of 
* the faid land, they have elected reprefentatives to repair to the king, and 
“ to treat and confult with him and his council; referving to themfelves the 
‘* power of yielding or agreeing to any fubfidies. At the fame time proteft- 
“‘ ing, that their compliance is not hereafter to be taken in prejudice to the 
“ rights, privileges, laws, and cuftoms, which the lords and commons from 
Ke the time of the conqueft of the land of Ireland have enjoyed.” 

Thus at a time of great exigency, they confented for once to go; but 
knowing, that nimi with the parliament of, England, they muft be out- 
numbered ; and fo that great fubfidies might be impofed on their own coun- 
try againft their confent, they previoufly declared, that they referved to 
themfelves alone the power of raifing any contributions on the people; and 
they concluded, that their compliance on that occafion fhould never be 
brought as a precedent for any future day. 

Were the Union ever fo good a meafure, why bring it forward at that 
time? Was it not evidently to take advantage of England’s ftrength there, 
and their own internal weaknefs ? It was always in times of divifion and 
difafter, that a nation availed itfelf of the infirmities of its neighbour, to ob- 
tain an unjuftdominion. That Great Britain fhould defire to do fo, he did 
not much wonder ; for what nation did not defire to rule another? Nor was 
he furprifed, that there fhould be fome among them bafe enough to confpire 
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with her in doing fo ; for no country could expeét to be fo fortunate as not to 
have betrayers and patricides among its citizens. But if that affembly, tlie 
chofen protectors of the people’s rights, fhould agree thus to betray them, 
that indeed would be matter of fuch furprize and indignation, that he wanted 
mind to conceive, or language to exprefsit. So natural was it for a nation 
to incroach upon the rights of another, at the time that it was weakened 
and diftreffed, and fo clearly was the defign of England manifefted by their 
hiftory, Englith ufurpations continually treading upon the heels of Irith in- 
firmity. In the American war, however, Ireland burft the chain of thofe 
ufurpations—how? by her parliament. It was her own parliament then, 
aided and urged by a high-fpirited people, whofe hearts throbbed with li- 
berty, and whofe hands were ftrong with voluntary arms. It was there, 
within thofe walls, that this affembly, the organ of the popular will, put forth 
its voice, and demanded the freedom of their conftitution, and the uncon- 
trolled, legiflative, and fupreme authority of the land. It was here before 
the breath of the parliament of Ireland, that the ufurping domination of 
England bowed its head and dropped the fceptre of its power, and therefore 
it was, that her parliament was to be utterly deftroyed, root and branch, 
not a fibre of it left in the land, left it fhould grow again and fhoot, fpread 
and flourith, and left Ireland at fome hallowed moment fhould once more 
through the medium of that affembly recover its freedom. Annihilate the 
parliament of Ireland; that is the cry that came acrofs the water. Now is 
the time—Ireland is weak—Ireland is divided—Ireland is appalled by civil 
war— Ireland is covered with troops, martial law brandifhes its {word through- 
out the land—now is the time to put down Ireland for ever—now ftrike the 
blow—who ?—is it you? Will you obey that voice? Will you betray your 
country ? 

Lord Caftlereagh difclaimed any defire to re-argue the queftion fo exten- 
fively debated on Tuefday; the obje& of the honorable baronet was to ex- 
punge this paragraph from the addrefs, and to that only he would fpeak. 
What did the paragraph imply to any man, who took the pains of reading 
it? Nothing more than the readinefs of the houfe to enter into the confi- 
deration of fuch meafures as fhould be moft likely to confolidate the ftrength 
of the empire? Could any man deny, that that was a defirable objeét? or 
could any man expeét, that fuch a metaphorical expreffion would be laid hold 
of to imply, that by it that houfe was fpecifically pledged to the meafure of 
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an Union? It was urged, that the perfon reprefenting government in that 
houfe had not declared pofitively to the houfe, that he would not again bring 
forward the queftion that feflion. Could that be a motive for refufing affent 
to the paragraph ? What was the declaration made by that perfon? that he 
would look to the fenfe of parliament and of the nation, and give it its fair 
weight, in the prudential confideration of re-agitating the queftion. But con- 
vinced, as he was, that the meafure was one of great and important advan- 
tage, he would never lofe fight of it; and if he felt that conviction, he fhould 
defert; bafely defert his duty, were he influenced by clamor to abandon it. 
He-had not pledged himfelf to renounce it for the feffion ; but he was pledged 
by a ftronger tie; his attention to the opinion of parliament and the coun- 
try; had it been neceflary to bind him by fuch a promife, had he been fuch 
a’perfon as nothing but an extorted confent could bind, how eafy would it 
-be for the minifter to elude fuch a promife; how eafily, if the fenfe of the 
country fhould change, would he be able, by a prorogation, to put an end 
to that feflion, and propofe the meafure in a new one? Was the parliament 
fo diftruftful of itfelf as to find fuch a promife neceffary ? Was it fo afraid of 
the change of fentiment in the country, as to with to tie up its own hands 
againft the meafure? If it were fo, might not fuch a parliament be fent 
back to its conftituents, if it were frantic enough to bind itfelf by a refo- 
lution, which might render it neceffarily regardlefs of the voice and intereft 
of the country ? Parliament had at all times the power of difmifling from im- — 
mediate difcuffion any meafure propofed, but it could not exclude future dif- 
cuffion ; it was the duty of the minifter to offer whatever he thought for the 
national advantage; by the conftitution, he could not be precluded from 
propofing fuch meafures; it was his imperative duty, which he muft dif- 
charge. Had fuch been the opinion, or fuch the rule of parliament, 
they would not have the Britifh conftitution. Were party cabal or party 
trick to influence his exercife of duty, they would not enjoy that conftitu- 
tion: for by the Britith conftitution the origination of great national mea- 
fures was placed in the crown. Had it been heretofore in the power of 
party cabal to refift even the inveftigation of fuch meafures, would that 
conftitution have been what itis? Were a Britifh minifter to be influenced 
by Round Robins and cabals, by combinations, to withhold from men, on 
account of their political conduét, the bread due to their profeffional labours, 
the Britifh empire would not be in the glorious fituation, in which it then 
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frood. If this country, faid his lordfhip, be to be governed by combination, 
it was brought to abfolute ruin. Government had been charged with dif- 
miffing its fervants for political opinions. It was the right and privilege of 
government to do fo. If the minifter muft retain thofe perfons, who are 
hoftile to his meafures, becaufe fuch is the will of a faétion, the conftitutional 
power of the crown, and with it the conftitution itfelf were at anend. What 
kind of an oppofition had been arranged againft the meafure? Some of the 
very men, who, by attempting to degrade and vilify parliament, had given 
a pretext to traitors and rebels. What were the laft words of the perfon 
now moft forward, upon his feceding from the houfe? ‘ That the parlia- 
“ ment was fo loft to every conftitutional principle, that he was afhamed 
“ to continue to fit in it, and therefore abandoned his duty:” this was his 
laft expreffion. What was the laft cffort of his public life? To afiimilate 
the parliament of Ireland to the government of France, to carve out the 
country into French departments, and by a fyftem of reprefentation which 
had deftroyed France, to introduce anarchy and maffacre into that country. 
After failing in this projeét from the fpirit and good fenfe of parliament, did 
he not fhrink from the conteft excited by his own principles and his own 
exainple? Had the loyal gentlemen, who now ftrangely voted with him 
and his party, fo forgotten all thefe circumftances; had they fo loft the 
recollection of thofe calamities, that they could look to him and his friends 
with confidence for the future government of that country? It was im- 
poffible. The phrenzy of a moment might have feduced them into fuch 
{trange company; their returning good fenfe would permit them to look 
upon it as it deferved. Another defcription of the opponents of that mea- 
fure was of a very oppofite kind indeed to that perfon and his friends. They 
were the men, who, in the time of danger, {tood forward like men to refcue 
their country from the confequences produced by thofe who were their 
allies. But thofe men never could fo far forget the common obje¢t—the 
connexion with Great Britain (for which both fides were labouring, though 
with different opinions as to means), fo far to difgrace themfelves by aéting 
with thofe, who wifhed to debafe parliament and deftroy their conftitution. 
Let thofe loyal gentlemen affure themfelves that they could never raife thofe 
perfons to their own proud rank, though they might unhappily degrade 
themfelves to theirlevel. Let them not be fo hurried away by their feelings, 
as to entertain for a moment an idea, that becaufe they happened to agree 
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in that one point, a common co-operation with their enemies was necetfary. 
Let them not be impofed upon by the artifice of thefe infinuations, that 
the meafure was to be carried by a military force; it was a fraud praétifed 
upon their honefty; it would be a wretched government indeed, which 
would deftroy the attached adherents of monarchy by employing force or 
corruption to carry any meafure, however advantageous in profpeét. Re- 
folved as he was never to be deterred by cabal, from offering any meafure 
to the difcuflion of parliament, he never could embark in fo abfurd a fcheme 
as to conceive it poffible to intimidate or corrupt the country into any 
meafure whatever. ‘There had been in the courfe of debate infinuations of 
a general nature; that miniftry had empioyed illicit means to fecure fupport: 
he paffed them by as they deferved with contempt; but he had alfo heard 
particular circumftances mentioned, as faéts, of fo bafe and falfe a tenor, 
that he would trace them to the individual, be he who he might, from whom 
they originated, and force him to make a public difavowal. He deprecated 
that fpecies of equivocal language which was neither perfonal, nor altogether 
parliamentary. If gentlemen conceived that any man on that fide of the 
houfe had done them perfonal injury, let them come forward and feek redrefs 
like men. If they wifhed to enter into perfonal conteft, let them avow their 
wih and come forward like men; but let them not refort to that kind of 
language, which was juft fo far fhort of perfonal offence, as to fhelter them 
from perfonal chaftifement; let them not difgrace parliament by introducing 
that which had proved fo fatal to the country—angry inveétive and illiberal 
perfonality. 

Mr. G. Ponfonby in a fpirited reply defended the Anti-unionifts againft 
the violent attack of the minifter, and afferted the uprightnefs of their 
conduét. Did he imagine the country gentlemen of Ireland tame enough 
to bear the imputation of being fools—initruments that were ufed by a few 
faéiious men for the worft of purpofes? Would they fubmit to fuch a decla- 
ration from a young man, who had nothing to fhield him from their con- 
tempt, but the office which he abufed? Of what men was the body, which 
oppofed the minifter on this fubjeét, conftituted? Certainly men,of different 
political principles were to be found among them. But was the conftitution 
of Ireland to be furrendered, becaufe there was a difference of opinion on 
fome queftions between thofe who were unanimous on that ?* 


* Te then made a moving apoftrophe to the fpeaker. ‘* You, Mr. Speaker, are of that number 
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The noble lord faid, he would not now pufh the meafure; but he declared 
at the fame time, that he would never lofe fight of it. No thanks to the 
noble lord for not puthing it now, for he could not carry it. Thanks to 
the cabal; thanks to the virtue and fpinit, which had appeared both in and 
out of parliament. But let the fpirit of the houfe or of the country flumber, 
and then he knew from experience what ufe the noble lord would make of 
the favor of the crown to force the meafure on the country. Even then, he 
believed, the attempt would be unfuccefsful; but he would not leave it in 
the powcr of the noble lord to praétife again in fupport of the meafure thofe 
unconftitutional arts which he knew he had praétifed. 

Hon. D. Browne and Counfellor J. Beresford fupported the addrefs: the 
latter particularly deprecated that kind of imputation coming from gentlemen, 
who oppofed minifters on the laft night’s debate, charging on gentlemen that 
fupported them on the principle of Union, the influence of private interetft 
or corrupt motives. He fpurned fuch language with indignation; there was 
at leaft as much honor, as niuch patriotifm and independent principle 
amoneft thofe who fupported, as amongft thofe who oppofed the principle 
of an Union. 

Mr. Martin fpoke at large to the fubjeét, and alfo in fupport of the addrefs. 
He obferved, amongft many pointed remarks, that many of the great bo- 
rough proprietors were againft this meafure; and had they no intereft in 
oppofing it? Was it nothing to weigh in golden feales the fate of every 
adminifiration coming into that country? Was it no power to be able to 
abufe power, to expel two lord lieutenants for endeavouring to refcue the 
conftitution, and turn to flight one commander in chief, Sir. R. Abercrombie, 


“* and, no doubt, it is the weaknefs of your mind which thus renders you the tool of party—or 
it is its tations difpofition which has placcd you at the head of that party. Where are the 
** cabals and round robins, of which the noble lord {peaks? Is it in that profeffion, which is truly 
“ called the firft profeffion in the country; and in which are to be found men, to whom compared 
** the noble lord, in every point of view, is buta puny child? That profeflion have this day 
“* declared unanimoufly, that they will not accept of the office from which a right honorable gen- 
“© tleman near him was ditmitfed, becaufe he wouid not fubmit his underftanding and his confcience 
** to the will of the noble lord. Was that the refult of interefted faction? Had they been hunting 
«© for places, from which the intemperate folly of the noble lord had difplaced the old and faithful 
fervants ot the crown, his charge would have been founded; but acting as they have done, 
* what honeli man but mutt feel indignation at the afperfions which are wantonly thrown on them.” 
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who never fled in battle, becaufe he differed from them; becaufe he faid 
the difcipline in the army was relaxed? He difapproved of burning houfes. 
and of free quarters; and the borough proprietors chofe to have both. Were 
thefe matters of fat? If fo, they would recur frequently, and the nation 
could no longer exift. But it was faid Union was unpopular; that was no ar- 
gument, unlefs after due confideration it fhould continue to be fo. The beft 
meafures were at firft unpopular. The Oétennial bill was in that houfe 
unpopular. The adminiftration of the country once offered to fupport a tax 
upon abfentees; that meafure was oppofed and loft; and fome of thofe very 
gentlemen, who but a feffion ago oppofed a meafure, that would bring home 
our abfentees, now principally clamoured againft the Union on the ground 
that it would occafion fome abfentees. Another meafure was greatly unpo- 
pular in the nation, which originated in the Duke of Portland’s adminiftra- 
tion; fencible regiments for protection of the country. 

Mr. Dobbs, after having vindicated the Irifh bar from the attack of the right 
honorable fecretary, and difclaimed all perfonalities, congratulated the houfe 
upon the return of fome patriotic fpirit and energy, and remarked, that if there 
were three men upon earth, to whom Ireland was peculiarly indebted they 
were Mr. Pitt, the noble lord who was firft minifter there, and the author 
of that pamphlet which iffued from, and was acknowleged by the caitle. 
Su, till then, it was only fufpicion, that a plan had been formed, to reduce 
Ireland into the fituation of a province. But from the declarations of the 
threc he had alluded to, fufpicion terminated in certainty; for the noble 
Jord had in his place declared, that it was a meafure that would never be loft 
fight of, till it was carried. Then they had full notice of Britifh intention 
_and Britith determination. It had been holden out in the pamphlet alluded 
to, that a Union fhould be accompanied with certain benefits to the Ca- 
tholics, to the Diffenters, and to the people at large. Why fhould they 
allow England to purchafe their people by favors, which they had equally 
the power to beftow? It was their duty to fhew to the people, that they 
had been vilified and abufed by the author of the caftle pamphlet; and that 
they were the true and legitimate guardians of Irith happinefs, Irith profpe- 
rity, and Irith liberty. 

The prefent attempt would never have been made, were the people of 
this country united in affection to each other, and at the fame time fatistied 
with their government. What then was the path they were to purfue? De- 
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cidedly this; to carefully examine the fources of difcontent, and diffatisfac- 
tion, and do them away. He would not at that moment take upon him to 
fay, what it was they ought to do; but he afferted without hefitation, that 
they fhould give to the people every thing, that was confiftent with the pre- 
fervation of their prefent conftitution, and their prefent connexion with Great 
‘Britain. Thofe were the only boundaries that he drew between what the 
people could demand, and what the Irith legiflature could beftow. 

Mr. Holmes was in favor of the addrefs. 

Mr. J. M. O’Donnell opened a long fpeech with an inveétive againft his 
colleague for the county of Mayo, Mr. Cuff (now Lord Tyrawley), whom he 
charged with having mifreprefented the inftructions of his conftituents, and 
then read, from the debate on the Irifh propofitions, what that right honora- 
ble gentleman had faid: ‘ But, Sir, this arrangement has fuggetted an idea 
“ in another country, that I am afraid to mention in this houfe; I mean a 
“ Union. Good God, Sir, what Union could we have with Great Britain, 
“ but a Union of debt and taxation! A Union depriving us of liberty, and 
‘“ ruinous to our country.” Thofe expreflions reflected on him then immor- 
tal honor, but now eternal difgrace. He then addreffed himfelf to the noble 
lord. He had endeavoured to oppofe that meafure without being perfonal, 
he refpected his private charaéter, he was an avowed friend to the adminiftra- 
tion, in which he held fo oftenfible and fo honorable a fituation. It was more 
than probable, that on every other queftion he would have his fupport. He 
belonged to no party, to no cabal, nor any intrigue, nor was a dupe. He in- 
treated the noble lord, as he valued the peace and happinefs of his country, 
every thing dear to lim as a minifter and a man, candidly and avowedly to 
come forward and declare he abandoned and wholly gave up a meafure, fo 
oppofite to the witfhes and interefis of that kingdom; that he would not keep 
it fufpended over their heads, to keep alive the fermentation of the public mind, 
which had it not been for that meafure would have now been quieted. He 
invoked him not to keep that odious detefted meafure fufpended over their 
heads by a fingle hair, to be cut at his will or that of any other minifter. 

Lord Catilereagh explained, and affured the right honorable member, no- 
thing was farther from his wifhes than to throw any afperfions on the pro- 
feffion. In the courfe of his fpeech he had ufed the word petty-fogging, but 
not in application to the bar; it was a vulgar phrafe, and he was afhamed 
obit. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Edgeworth alfo vindicated the profeffion, which he could not help 
faying, had not been well *treated by the noble lord. It was peculiarly pro- 
per in that noble lord to inculcate temper into the houfe, but it was improper 
n him to have forgotten his own precept, and fet an example of heat and 
violence. He confefled, that when firft the meafure of an Union was men- 
tioned, he was a friend to it; but when he found the fenfe of the nation 
agautt it, he changed his determination. He did not mean to catch at the 
word cabal, for the country gentlemen.of Ireland ought not to follow the 
example of intemperance and indifcretion, which the noble lord had fet them; 
if the miunifter were determined to prefs that meafure again{t their fenfe and 
that of the country, he hoped thefe gentlemen would unite againft him and 
form one body, and then they would be able effectually to fruftrate any at- 
tempt of his, or of any cabal of penfioners and placemen. 

A really wife adminiftration would have feized that crifis to tranquillize the 
country. When the veffel of the ftate made no way, it would not anfwer to 
the helm; when it was in rapid motion, it would fteer, and might by a fkilful 
pilot be at length conduéted to fecurity. An able minifter might, by a pru- 
dent ufe of that happy opportunity, reconcile the diflentions of the country, 
and make Irithmen thake hands with Ivithmen. 

Sir Boyle Roche confidered faétion as the fource of paft, and the feeds of 
prefent diffention in the country; nothing could effeétually eradicate it but 
an Union, which had his moft cordial concurrence. 

Mr. St. George Daly warmly refented the infinuations thrown out againit 
the motives of gentlemen on his fide of the houfe; he defpifed them; one 
gentleman had faid he juft came from a meeting of the bar, wlio voted 
thanks, and refolved to give preeedence to a right honorable gentleman, wlio 
had been difmitied from office ; that might have been proper, but the honor- 
able gentleman went farther, and faid they were ready to declare any man a 


* The expreflion which he repeated, in order to give the noble, lord an opportunity to recal it 
(for he could not conceive, that with fo many law officers near him he meant to infult the pro- 
profeflion), was the phrafe—Round Robin; which meant a mutinous demand made by men afhamed 
to avow themfelves the promoters of it. Did the noble lord believe, that any of the gentlemen to 
whom he alluded, were afhamed to avow themfelves? The meeting was conducted by a gentleman 
who was the father of the bar; was not he an oftenfible patron of the meafure, which they had 
adopted? Mr. Edgeworth proceeded to fay many handfome things of the profeflion, to which he 
avowed himtelf to have been bred. 
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traitor to his country, who fhould accept the office. This produced fome 
warm altercation between Mr. Daly and Mr. Ponfonby, which ended in an 
explanation from the latter. 

Sir J. Blaquiere had thought the queftion was at reft. This attempt to 
keep the fubject alive could arife only from defperate faétion, which wifhed 
to wear gentlemen out by debate. He did not forefee, he confeffed, that fo 
many country gentlemen would have oppofed the meafure. — - 

Sir J. Parnell faid, that from the refufal of the noble lord to declare that he 
would not again propofe the meafure, becaufe if he did make fuch promife he 
could not ‘bind the parliament, he inferred that he would again prefs it when 
an occafion offered ; and when the noble lord talked of people deciding on 
what they did not underftand, becaufe they declared againft an Union with- 
out knowing the terms, he ufed the language of a man himfelf ignorant of 
what was the true {tate of the queftion. No man could be fo filly as not to 
know what the queftion really was. 

Mr. Trench ftill withed to keep the queftion open for difcuffion, though he 
certainly had changed his mind as to the means of effecting the defired objeét. 

The city of Dublin had declared its fentiments unequivocally ; but though 
he highly refpeéted that city, yet Dublin was not all Ireland, nor was Ireland 
the whole of the Britifh empire; and in the fate of the Britifh empire was in- 
volved that of the civilized world. As Inihmen, their firft duty was to con- 
fult the welfare of Ireland. The Roman Catholics of that kingdom had not 
yet declared their fentiments; and notwithftanding the outrages that had 
lately diferaced fome of that perfuafion, the great body of them were loyal 
fubjects ; and their opinion ought to have weight with the legiflature. If 
many of them had been concerned in the late rebellion, it was not becaufe 
they were Roman Catholics, but becaufe they were ignorant and uninformed, 
and therefore liable to be deluded by the mifreprefentations of artful leaders, 
The reports of the fecret committees of both houfes had proved this faét; the 
great volume of events had proved it; that volume fo lately unfolded to their 
view, and which every day, nay every hour, continued to develope. ‘The 
late rebellion was not a war of one feét of Chriftianity againft another. Whe- 
ther Britifh conneétion could be befit fecured by an incorporating Union, or 
by any other means, he only withed to have the queftion fully and fairly dif- 
cuffed. 

Colonel Fitzgerald fupported the paragraph, as did Mr. H. D. Grady. Mr. 
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Fitzgerald called upon Lord Caftlereagh for an apology for what he had faid 
of the gentlemen of the bar. ° 

Mr. William Smith deelared againft expunging the paragraph whieh re- 
commended Union ; and avowed his opinion, that legiflative incorporation 
would not merely be beneficial, but had become neceffary for Ireland, and 
the empire. This gentleman handled the.fubjeét with more ability and 
depth of knowledge and information, than any one on the Treafury Bench. 

As the Britifh iflands conftituted one empire, their imperial Union was not 
the mere refult of a temporary and accidental union of their crowns on the 
fame head. The crowns were conftitutionally blended; his majefty’s being 
king of Great Britain was the five gua non, and efficient caufe, of his being 
king of Ireland: he was their monarch ipfo fa@o of his being the fovereign 
of the fifter kingdom; and to deny (or at leaft to a& on fueh denial) the 
truth of that pofition, would be treafon againft the principles of the Irth 
conftitution. 

So far then as a legiflative Union allotted a fingle legiflature to a fingle 
empire, it was a rational and wholefome meafure; fo far as it provided, that 
one empire thould no longer be expofed to the rifk of wavering, languidly 
and inertly, between the diflentient fyftems of two parliaments, Union was 
the correétive of a dangerous anomaly. <A difference of opinion or {yftem, 
between the two legiflatures, muft paralyfe the gencral force of the empire ; 
and that as well the more vaguely malcontent, as the direct enemies of the 
connection might (the former inadvertently, the latter by defign) make that 
legiflative diftinétnefs, the means for bringing about a feparation. 

As far as the tendency of Union went to limit the Britifh empire to one le- 
giflature, its operation would be to fortify that empire, and eradicate thofe 
feeds of feparation whicli it contained: and this tendency would, on one 
hand, raife an enemy to the meafure in every foe to Britifh greatnefs, and 
Britifh connexion; and, on the other, recommend Union to the favor of all 
thofe, who thought Britifh connexion falutary, and wifhed it to be fecured ; 
and who, maintaining, as a maxim, that Ireland muft fiand and fall with 
England, felt themfelves interefted at all times to aggrandize the force of the 
empire, and felt themfelves efpecially called upon to do fo, when the fiate of 
opinions and of things throughout the world, and when the power, and fuc- 
cefs, and hoftile difpofitions of France, rendered it neceflary that the Britith 

mpire fhould concentrate all its ftrength, or furrender all its honours. 
Some 
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Some might reply, that Britifh influence would operate as an antidote to 
the mifchiefs apprehended, and would prevent legiflative diffentions from 
weakening and tearing afunder the energies of the empire, or Infl indepen- 
dence from checking the views or injuring the interefts of Britain. But that 
fuppofition, he thought, infultingly derogated from the practical indepen- 
dence of the Irith parliainent, which was thus allowed to be fubordinate to 
that of Great Britain. Whiere an actual fubjection thus exified, it miglit be 
rendered only the more mifchievous and oppreflive, by being concealed be- 
hind a mafk of nominal independence; and the defired antidote would be 
more effeétually found im an union than ina divifion of legiflatures. To an 
objection, that the paucity of the reprefentatives of Ireland in the imperial 
parliament would leave that country at the mercy of Britain, he replied, that 
the Irifh reprefentation would be commentfurate to Irifh power, refources, and 
contribution, and that an unity of intereft would fecure the rights and the 
welfare of every part of the empire, it would alfo be now preferable, after 
Ireland had long poffeffed a diftinét parliament. By obtaining an Union 
upon juft and equitable terms, fhe would exchange her feparate legiflature for 
fuch an efficient fhare in the imperial councils, as would enfure a full partici- 
pation in the benefits of the Britifh conftitution; and fhe would thus gain all 
that fhe would originally have been entitled to demand. 

« But (faid he) we facrifice a portion of our national fplendour: I admit 
“© it; and make the facrifice with regret; I allow for, I almoft rejoice and 
“* triumph at that repugnance with which this meafure is at firft received: I 
“‘ agree with thofe who confider national pride and honor as fome fecurity 
“‘ for national valour, liberty and virtue. But let us look to our country, 
“ torn with conflicts, and ftained with blood; let us turn our eyes inwards to 
“ the traitors and feparatifts who {warm amongft us; let us contemplate the 
“ ftate of Europe, and of the world, and then enquire, whether it may not 
“ be expedient to facrifice fomewhat of our dignity, and exchange our fitua- 
“ tion for one, which will fecure and ftrengthen our connexion with Great 
‘« Britain, at a tinie when this connexion is at once peculiarly neceffary and 
‘ precarious, which will fortify that empire, of which we make a part; whofe 
‘“ ruin is attempted, and whofe deftruction muft be ours: a fituation which 
“ will fecure to us the Britifh conftitution, with all thofe benefits which that 
“« admirable fyftem involves.” 

In fupport of his opinion of the mifchiefs of a double legiflature, he in- 
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ftanced the cafe of the regency, when the lords and commons of Ireland 

having nommated a regent for that kingdom, intrufted to him a degree of 
authority different from, and fuperior to that, which the Britith regent 

would have potfeffed. This pratical affertion of legiflative independence 

tended, he faid, to produce two independent executives for one empire: it 

rifqued intrufting the executive authority to different hands, and fet different 

limits, in each ifland, to its power. Did not this act tend to difmember the 
empire? The king of England being, zp/fo facdo and neceffarily, king of 
Ireland, not only the regent of one realm ouglit to be regent of the other, 

but the prerogative of the executive magiftrate ought to have precifely the 

fame limits in both countries. The Infh houfes of parliament, therefore vio- 

lated at that time the fpirit of a fundamental maxim of the conftitution. It 

would not be fufficient to fay, that the recurrence of that evil might be pre- 

vented by a particular ftatute relative to a ftate of regency. A mere remedy 

for a particular mifchief would not be generally fatisfactory. The fource 

being copious enough to be the parent of many mifchiefs, it was highly ex- 

pedient that it thould be completely dried up. The affair of the commercial. 
propofitions might be adduced as another example of the ill effeét of legifla- 

tive diftinétnefs. In confideration of commercial advantages which were to 

be granted to the Irifh, the legiflature of Great Britain required that the par- 

liament of che fifter kingdom fhould adopt fuch laws as might be preferibed 

to it for the regulation of certain branches of trade and points of navigation. 

But the offer was rejeCted, chiefly on account of that demand; and thus le- 

giflative diftinéinefs obftruéted the profperity of Ireland, by diffuading her 

trom an acceptance of confiderable benefits on the only terms, on which Bri- 

tain could be expeéted to concede them. The idea of reform fuggefted ano- 

ther poffible mitchief. If one of the propofed plans of radical retorm had 

been adopted. by the Irith Houfe of Commons, the legiflature would have been 

differently conftituted from that of Britain: the influence or prerogative of 
the fovereign would have been different from that, which he poffefied in Eng- 

land, and the change would have tended to feparate the two countries. 

Of the competency of parliament to the enactment of fuch reform he had 
never heard any doubts expreffed; and the arguments which, he thought, 
might be offered again{t the alleged right were inconclufive, yet perhaps as 
plaufible as any that could be urged againft the competency of the legiflature 
to adecree of Union. That the authority of the parliament had this extent, 
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he had not the flighteft doubt. His opinion, he faid, was founded on prece- 
dent, on the mifchiefs which would refult from a contrary do@rine, on thie 
exprefs authority of conftitutional writers, and on the genuine principles of 
the conftitution itfelf. By ena@ing an union, parliament would do no more 
than change (it would not furrender or fubvert) the conftitution. Ireland, 
after a legiflative incorporation, would {till be governed by three cfiates; and 
her inhabitants would enjoy all their privileges unimpaired. If the legiflature 
could new model the fucceffion to the crown, or change the eftablifhed reli- 
gion, it might certainly ordain thofe alterations which an union would 
involve. To controvert its right, would be to deny the validity of the act 
for the incorporation of Scotland with England and Wales. On tlie legiti- 
macy of that aét depended the title of his majefty to the uniteé@-kingdom, to 
the crown of the united kingdom; for the 2d article of the agreement was 
the only aét of fettlement that hmited to the Houfe of Hanover in repugnance 
to the ftriét hereditary principle of the Scotifh conftitution, the fucceflion to 
that united monarchy, which the firft article had created. We inftanced 
many mifchiefs, which in that fuppofition would attend the impeachment of 
the Scotifh union. 

But fhould the future imperial parliament be fupreme, might it not “ abro- 
“ gate” the treaty of union, and repeal all the benefits which its articles con- 
cede to Ireland? 

Undoubtedly, that abfolute power which the conftitution of thefe king- 
doms intrufted to parliament, would have that phyfical extent. A parliament 
may at any time abufe its fovereign authority ; but it does fo at the rfk of 
entitling the fubject to throw off that government, which has become an in- 
ftrument of oppreffion, and recur to firft principles, to refiftance, and infurrec- 
tion. Parliamentary authority has no limits known to the conftitution: by 
the principles of that conftitution it is boundlefs; but it is exercifed at the 
peril of thofe, to whom it is intrufted; and they will be cautious how they 
commit that extreme abufe, which will conftruétwely fubvert the conftitu- 
tion, efface all artificial regulations, and letting in the paramount rights of 
human nature, overwhelm the powers of parliament in revolution. At this 
rifk, the Imperial legiflature might at any time difregard and repeal the arti- 
cles of union: but in the danger of the attempt was the great fecurity againft 
its being made. The Imperial legiflature might be compctent to disfranchife 
Wales or Yorkfhire, or to violate the terms, on which the fifter countries be- 
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caine united ; but there appeared no moral poffibility of their applying their 
abfolute authority to fuch purpofes. 

Tn treating of the principle of parliamentary competence, he affirmed, that 
in all governments an abfolute defpotic power mutt be inherent, as, without 
it, diforder and confufion would prevail. ‘This power, according to the Bri- 
tith fyftem, was lodged in the king, the nobles, and the people aéting by their 
reprefentatives in parliament. In its own nature, it would authorize thofe 
who lawfully enjoyed it, not merely to frame new laws under the conftitution, 
but to adapt the government to contingent events and occafional circum- 
fiances, and attend with fuitable provifions the fucceffive changes of powers 
and interefts, manners and opinions. On this ground, the propofed union 
was within the reafonable compafs of parliamentary authority. I 

If he conceived that the meafure would be a furrender of national independ- 
ence, he would by no means agree to it; but it would merely be an incorpora- 
tion of national diftinétnefs ; nor would he promote the fcheme, if he thought 
that it would not enfure an identity or community of interefts. * 

The conftitution admits the principle of felf-correétion: fteady to its ob- 
jeéts, which are freedom and good order, it purfues the path which the period 
fupphes, for their attainment; and poffeffes, in the boundlefs competence of 
its legiflature, the means, as its rolls it bleflings through ages to pofterity, 
of peaceably and imperceptibly adapting itfelf to circumftances as they 
arife; of attending with fuitable provifions, the fucceffive changes of powers 
and interefts, manners and opinions, and of keeping pace with time, by fafe 
and gradualinnovation. There would reft the great fecurity under an impe- 
rial parliament. 

Diftinguifhable as the cafes were, fome ftrong refemblances between that 
of Scotland and Ireland were to be traced. There, according to De Foe, 
a ftrange and motley coalition of difcordant factions formed the anti-union 
band. 

There, in aid of parliamentary exertions, they ftudied to raife a ftorm 
without doors, for ‘‘ the purpofe of intimidation. Addrefles againft the 
‘union were fent round all the counties, in which thofe who oppofed it had 
“‘ any intereft. There came up many of thefe in the names of counties, 
‘‘ boroughs, &c. This made fome noife abroad; but was very little confidered 
“ there, when it was known by what arts and praétices they were procured.” 
Tindal gives the common principle and motive, which confolidated thefe va- 

rious 


OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 869 


rious parties upon this occafion:—“ All thofe who adhered inflexibly to the 
“ Jacobite intereft, oppofed every ftep that was made towards an union, with 
“ great vehemence:” Why? “ becaufe they faw that it ftruck at the root of 
“ all their defiens for a new revolution.” He remarked how clofely thofe 
circumftances followed the cafe of Ireland. The party, however, was difcom- 
fited in Scotland, by the exertions of a {mall band of unpopular, yet acknow- 
ledged patriots, who, fupporting on principle the meafure of a miniftry, to 
which they were hoftile, turned the balance, and carried an union, which was 
not now denied to have been advantageous to Scotland. The learned mem- 
ber next recurred to Adam Smith’s pofition, that union may foften the 
rigors of religious prejudice and diftin@tion, and blend the inhabitants of Ire- 
land into one people. 

It was impoffible to advert to this confideration, without, at the fame time, 
raifing to our view the Roman Catholic body, their ‘fituation, their numbers, 
and their demands. 

The claims of that great body of the Inith people were undoubtedly fup- 
portable on found conftitutional principles. Forinftance: it was the fpirit of 
the conftitution, that the Houfe of Commons fhould be the reprefentative of 
tle combined property and population of the kingdom, that a certain ftake in 
the country fhould give to the holder the eleétive franchife; and that he 
fhould be at liberty to exercife it, by nominating what reprefentative he 
pleafed. On the cafe of the Catholics, that principle operated only in its 
firft branch. Catholic freeholders might eleét, but not whom they pleafed : 
tor they muft not nominate Catholic reprefentatives: they were prohibited 
from entrufting their interefts to thofe, who might feem moft likely zealoufly 
to protect them. But parliament was open to the Catholic, on the term of 
his taking certain oaths; that is to fay, on condition that he abjured his 
religion. 

It might, however, be faid, that thefe incapacities were indifpenfible towards 
the protection of the eftablifhed church—perhaps they were: it would then 
be irrelevant to difcufs that queftion. 

But if thofe difqualifications were thus neceffary in their prefent ftate, Ca- 
tholics need not be very averfe from changing the fituation, which gives birth 
to that neceffity. The real friend to the Proteftant religion would reft his 
oppofition to Catholic claims, on the fole ground of their being inconfiftent 
with the fecurity of the eftablifhed church: and therefore, fo foon as thefe 
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claims become compatible with that fecurity, the oppofition of fuch a man 
would ceafe. Thus union might ftand recommended to Catholics, as tending 
to improve their profpeéts, and yet not be the more objeétionable to Proteftants 
on that account. For how would it improve the Catholic view, if at all, by 
removing that danger to Proftentantifm, which might at prefent feem to 
attend a compliance with their defires. The opponent of Catholic demands 
alledged that, confidering their fuperiority in point of number to the Protef- 
tants, to give them a nominal equality, might be to beftow on them an aétual 
fuperiority of political power. 

But how would the cafe ftand upon an union? The Catholics, would, 
undoubtedly, in Ireland, exceed the Proteftants, exaétly as they do at pre- 
fent. But in the one united kingdom, (of incorporated Britain and Ireland) 
the Proteftants would, as they do at prefent, greatly exceed the Catholics. 
What would follow? That to make thefe latter nominally equal to the Pro- 
teftants, would not give theman actually equal, much lefs a predominant 
weight in the empire. 

Thus, on the one hand, every fatisfied Catholic individual might be per- 
mitted to indulge the honeft pride of feeling himfelf on a par with his Pro- 
teftant brother; and poffeffing capacity for an equal fhare, not only in the 
benefits, but the honours of the conftitution; whilft, on the other hand, the 
Proteftant body, fuperiorin number, and confequently pofieffed of the greater 
portion of thofe capacities which they were able to obiain complete fecurity 
for their religion, without wounding, degrading, or alienating the Catholic 
fubjeét. They would feel what in Ireland cannot be felt at prefent, that the 
popular religion was the religion of the ftate. 

After the union, the great mafs of the united legiflature would be Pro- 
teftant. {ow impotent then would be the anti-fupremacy of a Catholic 
minority ! Union, then, might improve the Catholics views, without alarming 
the Proteftants, by rendering their importance quite compatible with the 
fafety of the eftablifhed church. 

There muft be fometling radically faulty in that ftate of things, which, 
founded on the even moderate depreffion of three-fourths of the population, 
the fatety of the remaining fourth. It was the manly fpirit of that Britifh 
con{utution, beneath which, after union, they would live, that the great 
body of the people would not only be fecure and free, but refpeétable and 
proud. If the prefent diftinétnefs of Ireland render Catholics the neceffary 
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victims of an exception to that rule, it was to be reprobated. He then ad- 
verted to a letter, which the late Mr. Burke had written to him four years 
before, on the Catholic emancipation ; the neceflity for interefting as many 
claffes of the people as poffible in the confervation of the prefent political 
eftablifhment, and thus adminiftering an antidote to Jacobinical poifon, 
formed the hinge, on which all the arguments of that great man, in fupport of 
the Catholic demands, turned. Would to God that thofe principles had been 
acted on !—if not in granting the Catholic requefts, yet in doiug gracioufly, 
what they felt compelled to do in tempering theoretic, and political deprefiion, 
with praétical cordiality and encouragement. Would to God that Catholics 
had not loft the memory of what had been granted, in the angry with for what 
was withholden! nor polluted their pretcnfions, by the advocations of no- 
torious feparatifts and traitors !—that Proteftant afcendancy (which he trufted 
would ever be maintained) had never been abufed, nor in any cafe degene- 
rated into bigotry and fa¢tion !—that oppofite parties had not vied with each 
other in civil rage, and fupplied by their diftraétions fo many arguments for 
union! Would to God that the late gloomy afpect of affairs did not furnith 
a verifying comment on the prediction of Adam Smith, that, without an 
union, the inhabitants of Ireland would never confider themfelves as one 
people! But fuppofe the claims of the Catholics thould fail of fuccets, 
though fubmitted to the remote and unprejudiced tribunal of an imperial par- 
liament, does it follow that union would injure the Catholics? Clearly not : 
it would but leave them where they were; uulefs they conceive that the fame 
demands made at home, on lefs favourable grounds, and with more jealou- 
fies in array again{t them, would yet have a greater likelihood of fuccefs. 
Nay, farther, though their claims fhould be rejected by the united legiflature, 
their fituation would be better by an union. Union might practically im- 
prove the fituation of the Catholics, though it fhould leave them, in point of 
theory, where they were. Protefiant afcendancy ftanding, after the union, 
(as it nuft do) on an impregnable foundation, would not need to be propped 
by favors and diftinctions, which now exalted the Proteftant at the expencc 
of the Catholic feeling. The fame fecurity would affuage the Proteftant 
mind, would heal his jealoufies and apprehenfious, and make him more fuf- 
ceptible of cordiality to his Catholic brother. Terror and fufpicion were the 

ufual parents of oppreffion. 
If Union promote the wealth and trade of Ireland, it muft pra@tically in- 
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creafe the comfort and confequence of the Catholics, who compofed the ma- 
jority of Irifh population. If Union praéucally exclude many Proteftants 
from that political importance, which the exifting ftate of things permits 
them to enjoy, (and doubtlefs Union would abridge the confequence of fome, 
and greatly interfere with the ambitious views of many, as perhaps the op- 
ponents of the meafure need not to be informed ;) then Catholics might fit 
down the more contentedly under the exclufion, to which the theory of the 
eftablifhment had condemned them. If to fee their Proteftant brethren en- 
joying, under their eye thofe honors of the conftitution, from which they 
were excluded, were grating to the Catholic mind, that was a mortification, 
from which Union would relieve them. 

The pre-eminence of the refident ariftocracy, being founded on politica] 
diftin@tions, was one, in which the Catholic body could not fhare. After 
Union, the confequence of the ariftocracy would be founded on thofe diftine- 
tions of birth and fortune, which were as attainable by thofe of one religion, 
as the other. He concluded his appeal, not to the authority, but to the good 
fenfe of his countrymen: an appeal to the people, not from the opinion of 
their parliament, which was conclufive, but from the dogmatic clamor-of an 
interefted multitude, which, whilft it bellowed againft Union, mifcalled itfelf 
the public: an appeal to the virtuous and orderly inhabitants of Ircland, to 
difcountenance the infidious praétices of thofe, who were themfelves creating 
the national ferment, which they affeéted to attribute to the difcuffion of a 
meafure, that they therefore deprecated ; and were whetting popular refent- 
ment, as a weapon, which they might -ufe in defending their private intereft 
againft the public weal. They were not deftitute of fpints fuch as thofe 
which, in 1707, animated the rabble of Edinburgh againft their legiflature : 
non defunt irarum indulgentes minifiri, qui avidos, atque intemperantes plebi- 
orum animos, ad fanguinem et cedes irritent. It was the duty of all good 
men to combine to defeat fuch mifchicvous defigns, and make particular am- 
bition fink before the general profperity of Ireland. 

Let the honeft and independent country gentlemen come forward. They 
formed a party, which had lately not holden the place it ought to have done 
in that kingdom: they were difinterefted, or had no interefts, which were 
diftinét from thofe of Ireland. On them, on their virtue, good fenfe, and 
-difpaffionate enquiry, he looked upon the happinefs of his country to 
-depend. He did not call upon them to vote for Union. No; but to hear 
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the queftion before they fhould decide. He called on them to ftop fhort be- 
fore they reached the brink of a precipice, to which they might at once be 
hurried by their own proud and ungenerous feelings, and be pufhed by the 
infidious projects of the faétious and the felfith. 

The queftion was not, whether they fhould furrender the liberties of the 
country : what minifter would dare propofe fuch a queftion to parliament, or 
to the nation? The queftion was, whether Union might not fo modify their 
conftitution, as to promote profperity and peace, whilft it left their liberties, 
not only unimpaired, but better fecured. 

Whether Union would not fortify, not merely England, but that empire, 
of which Treland made a part; whofe fafety was menaced, and whofe deftruc- 
tion fhe could not furvive ? 

Whether it would not filence internal jealoufy and diffention’; eftablifh 
their religion firmly; conciliate their Catholic brethren, and confolidate 
their people ? , 

Whether it would not at once beftow upon them commercial advantages: 
and enable them to ufe them? Whether it would not eftablifh amongft them 
that refpeétable and induftrious order of men, which was the boatt of the fifier 
country, and the want of Ireland ? 

Whether, at the fame time that it gave them an efficient weight in the impe- 
rial councils, it would not ftill more fecure their welfare, by entangling their 
interefts, fo obvioufly and inextricably, with thofe of Britain, that all grudg- 
ing policy, all narrow jealoufy of Ivith advancement, if it ever exifted, mutt 
have an end? 

Whether, by difarming feparatifts of thofe inf'ruments, which they then pot: 
feffed, towards fevering the kingdoms, it would not render it injurious to 
Britain to retard Irifh aggrandizement, and make it folly for her to view the 
advancement of that country with apprehenfion ? 

Whether the alternative of Union, or feparation, be not offered to them, 
as explicitly as they need with it to be? and whether they ought to hefitate 
in their choice ? 

Whether feparation from England be not fubjeétion to France? If fo, he 
called upon all good men to turn a reluétant eye on the horrors, which had 
disfigured that at once formidable and wretched country, and‘to fhudder at 
the profpeét, which that fuggeftion difclofed. 

Whether many obje@ions to Union, which were loudly urged were not 

Vou. IL. Biss fuch 


B74 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


fuch as the terms might eafily obviate, and which were then therefore 
premature ? 

Whether, if legiflative incorporation tend to fortify the empire, Great Bri- 
tain be not likely to purchafe that imperial ftrength, by the moft ample and 
liberal conceffions, in point of terms? 

Whether two legiflatures in one empire did not tend to difunite? and whe- 
ther experience have not alarmingly reduced that theory to praétice ? 

Whether the teftimony of all, who oppofe an Union, be fo difinterefted as 
to deferve implicit credit ? 

Whether the example of Scotland have not proved, that faétion, not pa- 
triotifm, may vehemently oppofe an Union? That integrity and public 
fpirit might vote for whatever facrifice the meafure involved? And finally, 
that time may fanétion fuch a ftep, by fhewing legiflative incorporation to be 
the bafe of national profperity ? 

Whither their fituation were not fuch, as to require fome radical and tran- 
quil change ? 

He declared himfelf to be deaf to clamor, obftinate to intimidation, but 
open to reafon, ever preferring to retraét than perfift in error. 

It was his deliberate opinion, that a legiflative Union with Great Britain 
would fave Ireland, if obtained on thofe fair terms, which he thought likely 
to be conceded. 

Mr. Egan attempted to anfwer Mr.W.Smith. No legiflature, he faid, had a 
right to vote away its exiftence, and ridiculed the pretended advantages of 
an Union. 

Dr. Arthur Browne warmly oppofed the Union. 

Mr. Corry having-complimented Mr. Smith, and cenfured his two oppo- 
nents, {poke of the fettlement of 1782, and denied that the meafure then 
propofed involved a dereliétion of the points gained by Ireland at that time. 
He alfo argued, that any amendment or vote, by which the houfe fhould de- 
clare, that it would never enter into the confideration of a certain fubje¢t, 
would be an unconftitutional infringement of the rights of the two other 
branches of the legiflature---of the crown, which had a right to fuggeft, and 
of the peers, who had a right of difcuffion. 

Mr. Arthur Moore expatiated much at large on the impolicy of an Union, 
and ftrongly condemned it on various grounds; as did Colonel Vereker, Sir 
John Freke, and fome others. 

On 


OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 875 


On a divifion the Anti-Unionifts prevailed ; 111 voted for the rejeGtion of 
the contefted paragraph, and 106 for its continuance. Mr. Ponfonby then 
propofed an amendment fimilar to his former motion; but, as it was deemed 
unneceffary, he confented to withdraw it. 

The public exultation rofe to a great height on this defeat of the miniftry. 
The Unionifts were infulted by the lower claffes of the people, and the public 
prints joined in the clamor. 

The popular journals were lavifh in their panegyrics of the Anti-Unionifis: 
printed lifts of the voters were circulated about gratis amongft the people, in 
order, as the fuperfcription imported, that they might know their glorious 
and virtuous defenders, that every honeft man might engrave their names 
and their fervices on his heart, and hand them down to his children’s 
children.* 

So fanguine was the Britifh minifter in his expeCtation of fuccefs, in car- 
rying the meafure of Union, that he did not think it advifeable to await the 
refult of the deliberations of the Inith fenate upon it; but prefuming on his 
ftrength in the Irith as much: as in the Britifh houfes of parliament, he opened 
his plan of operations in both on the fame day: accordingly on the 22d of 
January, 1790, a meflage from the fovereign was delivered to the Britiflh 
peers by Lord Grenville, recommending an Union in the following tern s 

“ This majefty is perfuaded, that the unremitting induftry, with which our 
“ enemies perfevere in their avowed defign of effecting the feparation of Ire- 
‘land from this kingdom, cannot fail to engage the particular attention of 
‘ parliament; and his majefty recommends it to this houfe to confider ef 
‘ the moft effectual means of counteracting and finally defeating this de- 
“ fign; and he trufts, that a review of all the circumftances which have re- 
“* cently occurred (joined to the fentiments of mutual affection and common 
““ intereft) will difpofe the parliaments of both kingdoms to provide, in the 
“ manner, which they ihall judge moft expedient, for fettling fuch a com- 
“ plete and final adjuftment as may beft tend to improve and perpetuate a 
“ connexion eflential to their common fecurity, and to augment and confo- 
“ lidate the ftrength, power, and refources of the Britifh empire.” 

This meffage having been read, Lord Grenville propofed, that it fhould be 


* This lift is tobe feen in Appendix, No. CXVI, 


Ss 2 taken 


ao 


376 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


taken into confideration on the enfuing day, and the lords fummoned, to 
which the houfe agreed. 

A fimilar meffage, on the fame day, was prefented to the commons by Mr. 
Dundas, who moved, that it fhould be confidered on the morrow. Mr. She- 
ridan immediately rofe, and while he declared his concurrence in the general 
fentiments which the meflage conveyed, he thought it but fair thus to give 
early notice, that he viewed the bringing forward of that queftion, at that 
time, as a meafure replete with fo much mifchief, that he held it his duty 
to take the firft opportunity to do every thing in his power to arreft the far- 
ther progrefs of it. He was convinced, that it was the common feeling in 
and out of that houfe, to adopt every meafure that might tend to perpetuate 
aud ftrengthen the connexion between the two countries; becaufe all were 
convinced, that a feparation would not only injure, but be fatal to the in- 
terefts and the exiftence of both. What he pointed at particularly was, the 
time of bringing forward the queftion. He readily joined in returning his. 
majefty thanks for his communication; but inftead of engaging to proceed 
to an early confideration of the fubjeét, he fhould endeavour to perfuade the 
houfe not to proceed at all to fuch a confideration. 

Mr. Pitt in reply faid, he was at a lofs to guefs on what grounds the ho- 
norable gentleman would attempt to fatisty the houfe they ought not to pro- 
ceed to the contideration of the important meafure, which his majefty, from: 
his paternal regard to the interefts of the empire, had thought proper to re- 
commend to their confideration ; at the fame time he informed the houfe, 
that bis intention was only to, propofe an addrefs to his majefty on the next 
day ; and then, after a fufficient interval, (about ten days) to proceed to the 
farther difcuffion of the fubje&t. It was not his with even then to prefs the 
houfe to come to a vote until the outline had been opened ; then the generak 
outline and principles would be fubmitted, and it would be propofed to have 
the refolutions printed, and to allow a farther interval, for the purpofe of 
enabling geutlemen to be properly prepared for the difcuffion.. 

Mr. Sheridan confidering the meafure as the counfel of his.majefty’s minif- 
ters, faid he deprecated the mifchievous confequeuces of any difcuffion at all ; 
and therefore was not to wait for a difcuflion, when he-deprecated the con- 
fequences of it. 

The motion for taking his majefty’s meffage- mto. confideration on the mor- 
row was agreed te. 
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On the following day Lord Grenville in the Ioufe of Peers moved the 
order of the day for taking his majefty’s metlage into confideration; no de- 
bate occurred ; and the peers voted an addrefs of thanks for his majefty’s 
gracious communication, afluring him, that they would maturely deliberate 
on the fubjeét recommended to their notice, and promote any adjuftment for 
confolidating the general interefts of the Britifh empire. 

When Mr. Dundas moved for a like addrefs in the commons, he obferved 
that it was then unneceflary to dwell.on the fubjeét, as a future day would 
be appointed for difcufling it. ; 

The addrefs having been read, Mr. Sheridan faid, that he conceived it in- 
cumbent upon minitters before they propofed the difcuffion ofa plan of Union, 
to offer fome explanations with regard to the failure of the laft folemn adjuft- 
ment between the countries, which had been generally deemed final. There 
was the fironger reafon to expeét this mode of proceeding, when the declara- 
tion of the Irifh parliament in 1782* was recollected. The Britith legiflature 
having acquiefced in this declaration, no other bafis of connexion ought to 
be adopted. ‘The people of Ireland, who cherifhed the pleafing remembrance 
of that period when independance came upon them as it were by furprife, 
when the genius of freedom refted upon their ifland, would come to this fe- 
cond adjuftment with a temper which would ‘augur not tranquillity but 
‘< difquietude, not profperity but calamity, not the fuppretfion of treafon, 
‘ but the extenfion and increafe of plots to multiply and enfanguine its hor 
Ae@T Ss” 

It might be deemed informal, -he hoped it was not improper, to enter into 
the difcuflion on an addrefs of thanks. There were topics on which filence 
would be unworthy of the majefty of truth, and his country had claims upon 
him, which he was not more proud to acknowledge than ready to liquidate to 
the full meafure of his ability. 


* We beg leave to reprefent to his majefty, that the fubje&ts of Ireland are entitled to a free con- 
ftitution; that the imperial crown of Ireland is infeparably annexed to the crown of Great Britain, 
on which connexion the happinefs of both nations etfentially depends; but that the kingdom of Ire- 
land is a diftin& dominion, having a parliament of her own, the fole legiflature thereof: that there 
is no power whatfoever competent to make laws to bind this nation, except the king, lords, and 
commons of Ireland: upon which exclufive right of legiflation we confider the very etlence of our 
liberties to depend, a right which we claim as the birth-right of the people of Ireland, and which 
we are determined, in every fituation of life, to affert and maintain. 


There 


678 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


* There was a time when it would have been intimated to him, that to agi 
tate in that houfe any queftion relative to the affairs of Ireland would be an 
encroachment on the rights of the parliament of that country; and that 
fuch an infult to the dignity of that body, and to its competence of legifla- 
tion, would inflame that quick fpirit of independence, which the fifter king- 
dom knew how to exprefs, and had ever appeared both able and ready to in- 
fufe into a fyfteim of ardent intrepid oppofition to every aét of ulterior do- 
mination. But now that the queftion involved the independence and very 
exiftence of the Irifh parliament, he did not fuppofe that any fpeaker would 
have recourfe to fuch an argument. In difcuffing the intricate and delicate 
interefts, which the king’s mefiage embraced, he could fce the poflible danger 
of increafing the difcontent of the people of Ireland: but danger was to be 
apprehended from a violation of the rights and the independence of Ireland. 
Whatever might be the confequcnces of the prefent fcheme, he was difpofed 
to give credit to minifters for purity of intention. He could not fufpeé that 
they would propofe a meafure which they believed would ultimately caufe a 
feparation of Ireland from this country. He feared the agitation of the quef- 
tion might rather encourage than deter our foes, and that the diftration 
which it might produce would aid their purpofe. 

To render an incorporate union in any refpeét a dcfirable meafure, the 
fenfe of the nation ought to be freely manifefted in favour of it; but there 
was no profpeét of obtaining fich a concurrence; and an Union carried by 
furprife, by intrigue, by fraud, corruption, or intimidation, would leave both 
countries, with regard to permanency of connexion, in a fituation worfe than 
the prefent: nor ought the Union to be obtained by following the advice of 
a pamphleteer (Mr. Cook) who hinted that we fhould recolleét the game 
played off by the volunteers of Ireland to take advantage of Great Britain, 
and play the fame game againft them. Let them never have to fay to the 
Englith, “ you offered us your aflifiance, againft domeftic and foreign ene- 
mies; we acccpted it, and, in return, gave you affection and gratitude, and 
the irreproachable pledge of all the fupport in our power. You then took 
advantage with your 40,000 foldiers; you conftrained us to fubmit to an 
Union; you would not wait for our confent. Some were afraid of being 
fufpected of difloyalty, if they fhould come forward; others were banithed ; 
all were fenfible that it was in your power, by aéts of negative intimidation 
(the expreflion would be underftood by thofe who talked of negative fuccefs) 
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by refufing to fend more men, or to relieve our pecuniary difficulties, to force 
an Union. * If by fuch aéts they deprived Ireland of the power of refifting 
any claims made upon her, if thus they wrung from her her independence, if 
thus they intimidated and corrupted her parliament to furrender the peuple 
to a foreign jurifdiétion, he would not juftify the Inith in a future infurrec- 
tion, but he would fay, that the alleged grounds for it would wear a very 
different complexion from the late. 

That the propofition itfelf fhould be entertained in Ireland, muft be con- 
fidered as anextraordinary cafe. To the period of the laft folemn adjuftment, 
the great impolicy and heinous injuftice of the Britith government towards 
Ireland for 300 years is notorious and avowed. Is it then reafonable to 
fuppofe, that a country, the objeé of fuch infult for three centuries, when 
at laft fhe had wrung from our tardy juftice that independence, which thé 
had a right to claim, and had obtained commercial advantages, fhould, 
only fixteen years afterwards, fo far forget all prejudices, as to furrender the 
means, by which fhe acquired thofe advantages? Would this be the cafe, if 
the free fenfe of the country were manifefted? But it is poffible that, during 
thofe fixteen years, the parliament may have forfeited the confidence of the 
country. Do the Irth plead guilty to this charge? On the contrary, did not 
his majefty congratulate Ireland, that by the vigor of her parliament fhe had 
acquired an increafe of profperity? And that by the vigilance of the Irith 
parliament the late confpiracy was detected and brought to light: and when 
new difturbances are dreaded, was it to be difmiffledr Was the deteétion of 
plots likely to be better effected by the Englifh parliament? 

Would it be maintained, that the meafure of an Union would not wholly 
diffolve the legiflature of Ireland; that independence would furvive Union, 
though in a modified ftate; and that the parliament would be left to judge of 
the local affairs of Ireland? Really this feems almoft too much for men’s 
feelings. <A parliament! A fort of national veftry of Ireland, fitting in a 
kind of mock legiflative capacity, after being ignobly degraded from the 
rank of reprefentatives of an independent people, and deprived of the greateft 
authority that any parliament could pofiefs! Could fuch a ftate be called a 
{tate of independence? And could we fuppofe that the Irith would agree to 
fuch an Union under any other circumftances than thofe of force. 

Was the parliament of England competent or qualified to legiflate for the 
parliament of Ireland? Impoffible. Every advantage of fituation favored the 
one; the other was unfitted for governing, or giving law, by every difadvan- 
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tage of fituation and every diffimilarity of temper and habit. Lord Chancel 
lor Clare faid, that the Englifh parliament was lefs acquainted with the ftate 
of Ireland, than any other body of men in the world. How then was the 
parliament of England better fitted to legiflate for Irifhmen, than that of Ire- 
Jand with its experience? 

With refpeét to the general effeét of intimidation, it did not reft upon pre- 
fumption. Had not a threat been thrown out, in what might be confidered 
as an official proclamation, that the troops which had been fent to Ireland 
might be withdrawn, that the money with which fhe was aided might bet 
with-holden, and the country left helplefs and devoted? Muft not the Lith, 
then, who have fupported the connexion, feel that they are not at liberty to 
choofe? Such infinuations an Irifh clerk or fecretary had thought proper to 
throw out in his official pamphlet. The effeét then upon the Irifh mutt. be, 
that it is impoffible for them to come to a free difcuffion of the fubjeét. Such 
hints from perfons in office, and the difmiffal of the beft friends of Ireland from 
office, warranted this inference, that if a perfon, whether in or out of office; 
fhould oppofe the Union, he will be confidered as a traitor to his country? 
What muit be the effect upon the minds of the officers and volunteers 
throughout the kingdom? He was willing to believe, that the noble lord at the 
head of affairs in Ireland had been direéted to do what had been alluded to, 
and that it was not of his own accord. But to talk of free will under fuch 
circumfiances was only adding mockery to injuftice, and infult to injury. 

He contended that the adjuftment propofed would only unite two wretched 
bodies; that the minds would ftill be diftinét ; and that eventually it might 
lead to feparation. The king of Sardinia had lately confented to the furren- 
der of his territory, and faid it was right; but did any one believe that the 
confent was real? The cafe was the fame with refpeét to Ireland. We could 
not have her real confent; we do not with it, or would not have had recourfe 
to corruption and intimidation. They had heard much abufe of French prin- 
ciples; but he recommended the abftaining from French praétices. Let no fuf- 
picion be entertained that we gained our object by intimidation or corruption; 
let our Union be an union of affection and attachment, of plain dealing and 
free will; let it be an union of mind and fpirit, as well as of intereft and power ; 
let it not refemble thofe Irifh marriages whick,commenced in fraud, and 
were confummated by force. Let us not commit a brutal rape on the inde- 
pendence of Ireland, when by tendernefs of behaviour we may have her the 
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willing partner of our fate. The ftate of Ireland did not admit fuch a mar- 
riage; her bans ought not to be publifhed to the found of the trumpet, with 
an army of 40,000 men. She was not qualified for hymeneal rites, when the 
grave and the prifon held fo large a fhare of her population. 

Some delay in this matter could produce no danger; and it was incumbent 
on the projectors of the plan to fiate the reafons, which rendered them fo eager 
to prefs it. As they had not explained their motives, he had been obliged to 
have recourfe to the caftle pamphlet as to the proclamation of the Irifh govern- 
ment. That author offered fingular reafons for difpatch; a dread of the con- 
tinued influence of the pope and the intrigues of the Britith anti-miniflerial 
party. - He had alfo a fingular mode of quieting the Catholics, by making 
them defperate, by telling them that they had nothing to hope from their 
parliament. “ DiffatisfaCion (faid the pamphleteer) would fink into acquied- 
“ cence, and acquiefcence foften into content.” ‘ A very pretty fentence,” 
faid Mr. Sheridan, ‘‘ for anovel!” But what right had the author to affume, 
that, when the Union fhould have taken away the rights of the Catholics, 
their diffatisfaQion would fink into acquiefcence ? On the topic urged by the 
pamphieteer, refpe€ling the expediency of making ufe of a time of war and 
embarrafiment to accomplifh the withes of Britain, in return for the advan- 
tage taken by the Irifh volunteers on a former occafion, and by the United 
Irifhmen at a more recent period, he remarked, that the indignation of every 
man of honor muft be roufed by fuch an appeal to the fpirit of revenge. 
Such arguments weighed fo lightly againft the difadvantages of the meafure, 
that he could not but condemn the precipitancy with which it was brought 
forward. 

Mr. Sheridan then ftated the probable rifque of changes in our political 
fyitem, from the introduétion of one hundred members into the Britith Houfe 
of Commons; members who, having facrificed the parliament of their own 
country, might not be fcrupuloufly tender of the Britifh conftitution. He 
then difputed the competency of the Inth legiflature to facrifice itfelf and 
transfer its power to the Britith legiflature. 

Mr. Sheridan concluded with moving an amendment,* exprefling the fur- 
prife and deep regret with which the houfe learned. from his majefty that the 
final adjufiment, which, upon his gracious recommendation, took place be- 
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tween the kingdoms in the year 1782, and which, by the declaration of. the 
parliaments of both countries, placed the connexion between them upon a 
folid and permanent bafis, had not produced the effeéts expected from that 
folemn fettlement; and alfo intimating, that his majefty’s faithful commons, 
having ftrong reafon to believe that it was in the contemplation of his minif~ 
ters to propofe an Union of the legiflatures of the two kingdoms, notwith- 
ftanding the faid adjuftment, felt it to be their bounden duty, impreffed as 
they were with the moft ferious apprehenfions of the confequences of fuch a 
proceeding at this time, to take the’ earlieft opportunity humbly to implore 
his majefty not to liften to the counfel of thofe who fhould advife or promote 
fuch a meafure at the prefent crifis, and under the prefent circumftances of 
the empire. 

Mr. Canning firft anfwered the allegations of Mr. Sheridan with regard to- 
the adjuftment of the year 1782. That agreement, he faid, was termed final 
in one of the refolutions then adopted; but, from a fubfequent vote, it ap- 
peared that the idea of eftablifhing fome more permanent fyftem never had 
been rclinquiflied. An attention to the true import of that vote would re- 
move all imputation of impropriety and inconfiftency from the meafure then 
propofed. ‘The late numerous and momentous events in Ireland rendered 
England more particularly interefted in whatever concerned that kingdom. 
A moft foul rebellion had broken out in that country, which, by the wife 
and vigorous meafures of govcrnment, had been checked, though not totally 
quelled; party heats and animofities ftill exifted; factions ftill remained, 
whofe leaders did not merely aim at the expulfion of this or that fet of mi- 
nifters, who aimed not at a partial reform of this or that political abufe, real 
or pretended; but whofe views threatened the annihilation of the govern- 
ment and conttitution of Ireland, and the total ruin of all connexion between 
that country and this? The exiftence of the horrid confpiracy was proved 
by the avowals of felf-convicted traitors, who were not penitent, but ftill en- 
tertained hopes of accomplifhing the plots, which had been detected by the 
vigilance of parliament ‘and of the executive government, and which would 
have laid the capital of the country in afhes, and deftroyed every thing that 
was valuable or dear to the inhabitants; after the detection then of thefe 
deep and damned plots, was it nota matter of urgent neceflity to devife and 
adopt the moft effectual means of counteracting the pernicious confequences 
that might otherwife flow from them, confequences that not only affected the 
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continuance of the connexion between the two countries, but which deeply 
{truck at the profperity and very exiltence of both? 

Hence, the high importance of the objeét was evident. It was not the 
making of a provincial regulation, the adjuftment of an internal difference, 
or the arrangement of a plan for balancing parties; it was nothing lefs than 
to fecure Ireland to us and to herfelf, and thus to promote the happinefs and 
fecurity of the whole empire. It would have been more fair and candid, 
more like a ftatefman and patriot, deliberately to examine the plan before he 
would reject it, and then, if he could fuggeft any other fcheme by which 
fuch a defirable obje@ could be attained, to ftate it for the confideration of 
the houfe. He had not, however, faid that he poffeffed any fuch plan; and 
therefore the houfe ought not to reject the difcuflion of that propofed to them. 
Mr. Canning defended the confiftency of Mr. Cooke’s pamphlet, and then 
referred to a work written by Dr. Duigenan, and obferved, that one of more 
convincing argument and more found truth he had never feen. The author, 
he thought, had confuted his antagonift, Mr. Grattan, in the completeft 
manner. In {peaking thus of Dr. Duigenan, he did it without partiality, be- 
caufe he did not know whether that gentleman were friendly to the Union or 
not. The doétor was well known to be decidedly hoftile to the pretenfions 
of the Catholics, infifting on their exclufion from a fhare in the legiflature, 
or in any of the great offices of ftate; but he admitted at the fame time 
that the neceffity of that exclufion would be done away by the adoption of 
an Union, which would fecure the Proteftant afcendancy, fhould they even 
grant the Irifh Catholics complete emancipation. 

Here then were two parties in oppofition to each other, agreeing, however, 
in one common opinion. But it was contended that this was an improper 
time for propofing the meafure ; yet, if an Union would quiet the agitations 
of Ireland, why fhould the remedy be delayed till the mifchief of a battle 
fhould have taken place. The prefent time feemed particularly proper for 
the fcheme of Union; and one of the effeéts that would fpeedily refult from 
it would be the removal of a confiderable part of that armed force which 
excited the jealoufy of the laft fpeaker. That the deliberations of the Irish 
legiflature had been influenced by the terrors of that army, or that the free- 
dom of fpeech had been taken away, Mr. Canning was unwilling to admit. 
No evidence of fuch intimidation could be adduced; he juftified the condué 
of the miniftry towards Sir John Parnell, whofe oppofition to a meafure of 
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fuch importance would render him a very unfit affociate, and might excite 
doubts of the fincerity of the court. 

It ought to be confidered, that fome of the principles of the French revo- 
lution had made a great impreffion upon the inhabitants of Ireland, poor and 
uncivilized as the generality of them were, and diftraéted by religious feuds; 
and that the enemy ftill hoped to profit by the favorable difpofitions of a part 
of that nation. To extinguith fuch hopes, to put Ireland out of danger, 
both from her foreign and domeftic enemies, and in every point of view to 
improve her condition, were the objeéts of the propofed Union. It was not 
the fault of the people that the country was in fuch a fituation; they wanted 
commerce, they wanted capital, they wanted a particular clafs of men to 
conneét the higheft and the loweft orders of fociety, fo as to harmonife the. 
whole. But it was not a mere aét of parliament that would accomplith thefe 
great and beneficial objeéts: it was only a connexion with a country which 
had capital, which had commerce, which had a refpeétable. middle clafs of 
men, that could effeét the defired change. 

It had been faid, that for the {pace of three hundred years we had oppref- 
fed Ireland; but for the laft twenty years the conduct of England had been a 
feries of conceffions. The Irifh wanted an octennial parliament; it was granted. 
They withed for an independent legiflature; they had their with. ‘They de- 
fired a free trade; it was given to them. <A very large body of the people of 
Ireland defired a repeal of a part of the penal code which they deemed op- 
preflive; the repeal was granted. ‘The honorable gentleman had fpoken as if 
nothing had been done for Ireland but what fhe extorted, and what the had 
aright to demand; he feemed to think that paft favors were no proofs of 
kindnefs. It was undoubtedly expedient that thefe, advantages fhould be 
given to Ireland, becaufe her profperity was the profperity of England; but 
they were not privileges which fhe could claim as matters of right. 

Mr. Canning concluded with recommending a ftriét attention to his ma- 
jefty’s propofal, as the only great and comprelienfive view that had ever been, 
taken of the affairs of Ireland, and with declaring his oppofition to Mr.. 
Sheridan's amendment, as it would debar the Irifh from obtaining that relief 
which their neceffities and their danger demanded. 

Mr. Jones objeéted to the Union, chiefly, becaufe it was unfolicited by the 
Trith, who were the beft judges of its expediency, and was therefore ill cal- 
culated to allay their difcontent. 

After 
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After Mr. Sheridan, in explanation, had briefly fupported the opinions 
which he had delivered, Mr. Pitt offered himfelf to notice, as a defender of 
the addrefs, and of the general principle of the propofed Umon. The ad- 
drefs, he faid, Would only pledge the houfe to take into ferious confideration 
a fubjeét, which was earneftly recommended to its notice, and which was 
clofely connected with the intereft of the Britifh empire. The mover of the 
amendment had deprecated all deliberation upon the fubjeét, and even infi- 
nuated that the Irifh parliament had not the power of carrying the refult of 
its deliberations into effect, if it fhould determine in favor of an Union, 
without an appeal to the people. That pofition, if true, would be applica- 
ble to the parliaments of both countries, the rights and privileges of both 
being the fame; would go to invalidate the aéts of the laft ninety years, and 
tend to annihilate the whole authority of the Britifh parliament. To fay that 
the minifters wifhed to furprife the houfe into this meafure, was alfo an ill- 
founded affertion; for they had rather been ferupulous in the oppofite ex- 
treme. The queftion was, whether the houfe fhould proceed to deliberate in 
a grave and folemn manner, or fhould, without examination, pronounce the 
Union to be unneceffary, dangerous, or impracticable. That gentleman and 
his friends had, in the courfe of many years, loudly complained of the mif- 
management of the affairs of Ireland, expatiated on the deformity of its 
conftitution, and lamented the miferies of its inhabitants. Would it not 
then be more prudent to apply a‘promifing remedy at the prefent time, than 
to rifque the effeéts of long delay, by which the evils of the country might 
be aggravated and embittered? Thefe evils had a deep root, being involved - 
in the prevailing character, manners, and habits of the pcople, in their want 
of knowledge and intelligence, in the ftate of property, in the feparation be- 
tween certain claffes, and in the rancor of religious diffentions. Catholic 
emancipation and parliamentary reform had been recommended as remedies ; 
but there was little doubt that thefe pretences covered dangerous defigns. 
If thofe objects could be obtained by* calm inveftigation, and fhould feem 
adequate correétives, few would decline an acquiefcence in them. But if 
the ftate of fociety be fuch, that laws, however wife in themfelves, would be 
ineffeétual as to their objeét, until the manners and cuftoms of the people 
were altered—if men were in a ftate of poverty, in which it was impoffible 
that they could have any comfort—if the progrefs of civilization depend in 
a great meafure upon the diftribution of wealth—if the improvement of that 
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wealth depend much upon the diftribution of capital—if all the advantages 
to be derived from an increafe of national wealth depend much upon the 
temper of the inhabitants—if thofe advantages, together with the ftill greater 
advantage of mental improvement, be all retarded by the diftraétions and 
divifions of party, by the blind zeal and phrenzy of religious prejudices, by 
old and furious family feuds—if all thefe caufes combine to make a country 
wretched, what was the remedy? A legiflature ftanding aloof from local party 
connexion, fufficiently removed from the influence of contending faétions 
to be the advocate or champion of neither; being fo placed as to have no 
fuperftitious reverence for the names and prejudices of ancient families, that. 
have fo long enjoyed the monopoly of certain public patronages and property, 
which outer had fanétioned, and which modern neceffity might juttify; a 
legiflature that would neither give way to the haughty pretenfions of a few, 
nor open the door to popular inroads, to clamor, or to the invafion of all fa- 
cred forms and regularities, under the falfe and impofing colors of philofophical 
improvement in the art of government. All that was wanted for Ireland. 
Where was it to be found? In the country where the evils which he had enu- 
merated exifted, or in this? Where fhould that legiflature deliberate? Ina place 
where the utmoft effort of what was called patriotifin amounted to nothing 
more than an aim at temporary popularity, as was evident from what had hap- 
» pened, or inaplace where the difcuffion was calm and temperate? Certainly 
the latter; that is, in England. To negleét the eftablifhment of fuch a legif- 
lature, when it was poffible to do fo, was an imprudence, which nothing could: 
juftify. 

Mr. Pitt did not affent to Mr. Sheridan’s obfervation, that England had 
oppreffed Ireland for three hundred years; but he would fay, that for one 
hundred ‘years this country had followed a very narrow policy with regard 
to that kingdom. When the connexion with Ireland was fomething more 
than a name, when that connexion was afcertained, and the imperial parlia- 
ment of this country exercifed a fupremacy over Ireland, it did happen that 
during that period the narrow policy of Great Britain, influenced by views 
of commercial advantage, tainted and perverted by felfifh motives, treated 
Ireland with illiberality and negleét, and did not look upon her profperity as 
that of the empire at large. He reprobated, as much as the honorable gen- 
tleman, that narrow-minded policy as mifchievous and pregnant with the 
moft fatal confequences to both kingdoms. Thefe jealoufies, however, would 
be buried by the plan, = would foon be brought forward. They all had in 
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their moutlis a fentence, importing that every good Englifhman and good 
Irithman felt they miuft- ftand or fall together; that they fhould live and die 
together; and yet without fuch a.meafure as that which was about to be pro- 
pofed to them, there could be no fecurity for the continuance of that fenti- 
ment. The happinefs of both countries ought to be perpetual. As it then 
{tood, it was liable toa thoufand accidents; it depended upon the violence of 
the moment; it might be governed upon views of temporary popularity, or 
by. the perfonal convenience of a few individuals ; a tenure upon which the 
happinefs of a nation ought never to depend. 

Of the fettlement of tlhe year 1782, he faid, the very authors of the mea- 
fure were not fatisfied with their own work, as appears from the journals of 
the houfe. They faw theimperfeétions of their own meafure; and, as a fup- 
plement, it was recorded on the journals, that. fuch other terms fhould be 
fettled as fhould be agreed on between the two nations. But nothing had 
been done to give it efte&t, and. therefore he had their own authority to fay 
that it. was defective. 

He added, that it was incumbent’ on thofe gentlemen to fhow the bad 
tendency of the prefent meafure, rather than requifite for its advocates to 
enlarge on its. probable benefits; for the. conduét of the former proclaimed 
the neceffity.of making fome new attempt in favor of Ireland. Thofe who 
fanctioned the independence of- the Hibernian parliament, without any fe- 
curity that the two legiflatures. would never differ effentially upon any point, 
in which the happinefs of the Britifh empire might be involved, were parti- 
cularly. bounden to fhow, that fuch a difference was not likely to happen, or 
that it might eafily be remedied. How ftood thie cafe in point of experience 
as to the regency. The honorable gentleman faid there was no difference 
between the parliaments as to the regent. There was indeed no difference 
as to the perfon who was to be regent; but there was an effential difference 
as to the principle, on which that perfon was to be regent: the Irith par- 
liament decided on one principle, the Britifh parliament on another; 
their agreement. with regard to the perfon was accidental; and upon the 
diftiné principles on which they proceeded, they might as well. have 
differed in the choice of the perfon who was to be regent, as in the ad: 
juftment of the powers, which were to be granted to him.. Would any one 
fay, there was no neceflity for arrangement, for fecuring an uniformity of 
opinion on points effential to the exiftence of the empire, and guarding 
againft all thofe evils which muft arife, when two bodies, which fhould aé 
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in concert, move in contrary directions? That they had not hitherto differed 
in the great and momentous events, which had been agitated before parlia- 
ment, was a good fortune, which had arifen from one general caufe; from the 
Union of all defcriptions of perfons againft one common enemy, with the 
exception only. of a few, whofe counfels, happily for both countries, and 
for the civilifed part of the world, had loft all their influence. 

Could any man fay, that fuch difference as was manifefied in the time of 
the regency would never occur again? When they came to treat of peace, 
for infiance, or to confider the fubjeét of alliance with any foreign power, or 
any queftion of trade or commerce, might not local prejudices occafion a 
difference between the legiflatures upon points effential to the welfare of the 
Britifh empire? What would have been the confequence both to England and 
Ireland, had the diffenfions in Ireland been the fame in point of force againft 
the executive government in parliament, fince the commencement of the pre- 
fent war, as they were at the time when the Inifh propofitions were rejeéled ? 
It, in the prefent contcft, the leaders of oppofition fhould have as much in- 
fluence in Ireland as they formerly poflefied, a vote for peace might pafs, 
and the efforts of Great Britain might be paralyfed. Would the honorable 
gentleman fay, that the parliament of Ireland might not in fuch a cafe neu- 
tralife its ports, prevent the raifing of recruits for the army and navy, firike 
a fatal blow at the power, and endanger the exiftence of the empire? Let 
any man maturely reflect on the dangers that nught refult from the prefent 
lituation of both countries; and he would tremble at the perils, to which they 
were expofed. Under thefe circumftances, could they do jufiice to either 
country by negleéting to bring forward the propofal of Umon? 

After a renewed expofure of the deplorable ftate of Ireland, and an addi- 
tional enforcement of the neceffity of incorporating that realm with Great 
Britain, he faid, “ I fee the cafe fo plainly, and I feel it fo ftrongly, that no 
‘* apparent or probable difficulty, no fear of toil, or apprehenfion of a lofs 
‘* of popularity, fhall deter me from making every exertion to accomplifh 
“ the great work, on which, I ain perfuaded, depend the internal tranquil- 
* lity of Ireland, the general intereit of the Britifh empire, and perhaps the 
“« happinefs of a great part of the habitable world.” 

When the queftion was put for the amendment, it was rejected without a 
divifion; and the addrefs was immediately voted. 

On the 31{t of January, the meffage being again read, Mr. Pitt rofe, and 
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ed. He began with a reference to the late proceedings of the Houfe of 
Commons in Ireland. That the parliament of that kingdom had the right 
and the power of rejecting a propofition of that nature, he did not prefume 
to deny; yet, convinced as he was that the meafure would not only tend to 
the general benefit of the empire of Great Britain, but would particularly 
increafe the profperity and enfure the fafety of Ireland, he deeply lamented 
the unfavorable reception of the fcheme in the Infh Houfe of Commons. 
He did not mean to {peak difrefpeéifully of the conduct of that houfe; but, 
while he admitted and refpecied their rights, he felt that, as a member of 
the parliament of Great Britain, he alfo had “ a right to exercife and a duty 
** to perform.” That duty was to exprefs, as diftinétly as he could, the ge- 
neral nature and outline of a plan which he confidered as pregnant with the 
moft important advantages. If the Britifh parliament, upon full explanation, 
and after mature deliberation, fhould be inclined to favor the {cheme, he 
would propofe that its opinion fhould remain recorded as a determination by 
which it would abide, leaving to the difpaflionate judgment of the legifla- 
ture of Ireland the future adoption or rejeétion of the plan. 

With regard to the general principle of the meafure, both fides of the 
houfe feemed to confider a perpetual connexion between Great Britain and 
Ireland as effential to the true interefts of both. 

Affuming it then as a propofition not to be controverted, that it is the 
duty of thofe, who with to promote the intereft and profperity of both coun- 
tries, to maintain the ftrongeft connexion between them, he afked, what 
fituation of affairs had called them to the difcuffion of this fubjeét? This 
very connexion, the neceffity of which had been admitted on all hands, had 
been attacked by foreign enemies and domeftic traitors. The diffolution of 
this connexion was the great objeét of the hoftility of the common encmies 
of both countries; it was almoft the only remaining hope, with which they 
full continued the conteft. 

A clofe connexion with Ireland having been allowed to be effential to the 
interefis of both countries, and that connexion being dangeroufly attacked, 
it was not to be infinuated that it was unneceffary, much lefs improper, at 
that arduous and important crifis, to fee whether fome new arrangements, 
fome fundamental regulations, were not requifite, to guard againtft the threat- 
ened danger. ‘The foreign and domeftic enemies of thefe kingdoms had 
fhewn, that they thought this the vulnerable point in which they might be moit 
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fuccefsfully attacked. Let us derive advantage, if we can, from their hoftility ; 
they felt tle moft ardent hope, that the two parliaments will be infatuated 
enough, not to render their defigns abortive by fixing that connexion upon 
a more folid bafis. 

The nature of the exifting connexion evidently did not afford that degree 
of fecurity, which, even in tiines lefs dangerous and lefs critical, was neceflary 
to enable the empire to avail itfelf of its ftrength and refources. 

The fettlement of 1782, far from deferving the name of a final adjuftment, 
was one that left the conne¢tion between Great Britain and Ireland expofed 
to all the attacks of party and all the effeéts of accident. That fettlement 
confifted in the demolition of the fyfiem which before held the two countries 
together. A fyftem, unworthy of the liberality of Great Britain, and injurious 
to the interefis of Ireland. But to call that a fyftem in itfelf—to call that a 
glorious fabric of human wifdom, which was no more than the mere demo- 
lition of another fy{tem—was a perverfion of terms. 

Mr. Pitt then quoted the parliamentary journals, to prove that the repeal 
of the declaratory aét was not confidered by the minifter of the day as pre- 
clufive of endeavours for the formation of an ulterior fettlement between the 
kingdoms; for under his aufpices, an addrefs had been voted, requefting his 
majefty to take fuch meafures as might ‘ eftablifh, by mutual confent, the 
‘ connexion between this kingdom and Ireland upon a folid and permanent 
‘ bafis.’. No meafures of that kind, however, had fince been adopted. ‘The 
two countries were left with feparate and independent legiflatures, conneéted 
only by the identity of the executive government; and that was not a 
fufficient tie to unite them in time of peace, to confolidate their {trength in 
time of war, to give to Ireland her full fhare of commercial and political ad- 
vantages, or to both nations that due degree of f{trength and profperity to 
which they were entitled. On this head he referred to the opinion of Mr. 
Fofter, who was chancellor of the excliequer in Ireland at the time when the 
commercial propofitions were brought forward. That minifter then faid, 
‘“ Things cannot remain as they are. Commercial jealoufy is roufed; it will 
‘¢ increafe with two independent legiflatures; and, without an united infereft 
‘“‘ in commerce, in a commercial empire, political union will receive many 
“ fhocks, and feparation of intereft muft threaten feparation of connexion; 
‘“¢ which every honeft Irifhman muft fhudder to look at, as a poffible event.” 

Mr. Pitt added, that the evils apprehended by Mr. Fofter could only be re- 
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medied by two means: either by a commercial compadt, fimilar to that which 
was rejected in 1785, or by an union of the two legiflatures. He infifted upon 
the peculiar importance of drawing out the whole ftrength of the empire, and 
thus enfuring its fafety at that critical moment. The people of Ireland were 
proud, he believed, of being affociated in the great conteft, and muft feel the 
advantage of augmenting the general force of the empire. [very ftatefman, 
every writer of any information on the fubjeét has holden, that the meafure 
moft likely to augment the power of the Britifh empire, was the Union and 
confolidation of every part of it. 

Great Britain had always felt a common intereft in the fafety of Ireland; 
but that intereft was never fo obvious and urgent as when the common enemy 
made her attack upon Britain through the medium of Ireland, and when the 
attack upon Ireland tended to deprive her of her connexion with Britain, and 
to fubftitute in lieu of it the new government of the French republic. When 
that danger threatened Ireland, the purfe of Great Britain was open for the 
wants of Ireland, as for the neceffities of England. 

Mr. Pitt remarked, that he well knew, that as long as Ireland was feparated 
from Great Britain, any attempt on our part to purfue meafures which we 
might think falutary, with refpect to queftions of contending feéts or parties, 
the claimed rights of the Catholics, or the precautions neceflary for the fecu- 
rity of the Proteftants, muft certainly be a violation of the independence of 
that kingdom, and an ufurpation of the right of deciding points, which could 
only be brought within our province by compaét. He could not be inatten- 
tive to the events, that were paffing before him, and he affirmed, that whoever 
confidered the French as fhewing by their conduét, that they deemed Ireland 
the weakeft and moft vulnerable part of the empire; whoever reflected on the 
dreadful and inexcufable cruelties inftigated by the enemies of both countries, 
and on thofe lamentable feverities, with which the exertions for the defence of 
Ireland were unhappily, but unavoidably, attended, and the neceflity of which 
was itfelf one great aggravation of the crimes and treafons which led to them, 
mutt feel that, as it then ftood compofed, in the hoftile divifion of its feéts, in 
the animofities exifting between ancient fettlers and original inhabitants, in 
the ignorance and want of civilifation, which marked that country more than 
almoft any other country in Europe, in the unfortunate prevalence of Jacobin 
principles, arifing from thefe caufes, and augmenting their malignity, and 
which had produced the diftreffed {tate that all now deplored; muft agree in 
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thinking, that there was no cure but in the formation of a general imperial 
legiflature, free alike from terror and from refentment, removed from the 
danger and agitation, uninfluenced by the prejudices, and uninflamed by the 
paflions of that diftraéted country. 

Among the great and known defects of Ireland, one of the moft prominent 
features was its want of induftry and of capital. How were thofe wants to be 
fupplied, but by blending more clofely with Ireland the induftry and the capital 
of Great Britain? But, above all, in the great religious diftinétions between 
the people of Ireland, what was their fituation? The Protefiant feels that the 
claims of the Catholics threaten the exiftence of the Proteftant afcendancy, 
while, on the other hand, the great body of Catholics feel the eftablifhment 
of the national church, and their exclufion from the exercife of certain rights 
and privileges, as grievances. In this ftate of affairs, it becomes a matter of 
difficulty in the minds of many perfons, whether it would be better to atend 
to the fears of the former, or to grant the claims of the latter. 

He was well aware, that the fubjeét of religious diftinétion was a dangerous 
and delicate topic, efpecially when applied to fuch a country as Ireland. 
Where the eftablifhed religion of the ftate was the fame as the general religion 
of the empire, and where the property of the country was in the hands of a 
comparatively {mall number of perfons profeffing that religion, while the re- 
higion of a great majority of the people was different, it was not eafy to fay, 
on general principles, what fyftem of church eftablifhment in fuch a country 
would he free from difficulty and inconvenience. By many, it would be 
contended, that the religion profefled by a majority of the people would at 
leaft be entitled to an equality of privileges; but thofe who applied fuch an 
argument without qualification to the cafe of Ireland, furely forgot the prin- 
ciples, on which Englith intereft and Englifh connexion had been eftablifhed 
in that country, and on which its prefent legiflature was formed. No man 
could fay, that, in the prefent ftate of things, and while Ireland remained a 
feparate kingdom, full conceffions could be made to the Catholics, without 
endangering the ftate, and fhaking the conftitution of Ireland to its centre. 
On the other hand, when the conduct of the catholics fhould be fuch as to 
make it fafe for the government to admit them to the participation of the 
privileges granted to thofe of the eftablithed religion, and when the temper 
of the times fhould be favorable to fuch a meafure, it was obvious, that this: 
queftion might be agitated in an united imperial parliament with much 

greater 
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ereater fafety than it could be in a feparate legiflature. He alfo thought it 
certain that, even for whatever period it may be thought neceffary, after the 
union, to withhold from the Catholics the enjoyment of thofe advantages, 
many of the objeétions which at prefent arofe out of their fituation would be 
removed, if the proteftant legiflature were no longer feparate and local, but 
general and imperial; and the Catholics themfelves would at once feel a mi- 
tigation of the moft goading and irritating of their prefent caufes of coin- 
plaint. 

He enumerated the general advantages, which Ireland would derive from 
the effects of the propofed arrangement; the proteétion which fhe would fecure 
to herfelf in the hour of danger; the moft effectual means of increafing her 
commerce and improving her agriculture, the command of Englifh capital, 
the infufion of Englifh manners and Englith induftry, neceffarily tending to 
meliorate her condition, to accelerate the progrefs of internal civilifation, and 
to terminate thofe feuds and diffenfions, which diftracted the country, and 
which fhe did not poffefs within herfelf the power either to control or to ex- 
tinguifh. She would fee the avenue to honors, to diftinctions, and exalted 
fituations in the general feat of empire, opened to all thofe, whofe abilities and 
talents enabled them to indulge an honorable and laudable ambition. 

From the queftion of general advantage the minifter proceeded to f{pecifie 
ftatements of the benefits, which Ireland might derive from the plan, in point 
of commerce and manufactures. 

Having thus affigned his reafons for recommending an incorporate Union, 
Mr. Pitt noticed fome objeétions which had been urged againft it, particularly. 
thofe which related to parliamentary competency, and to the lofs of the in- 
dependence of the realm of Ireland. 

The minifter fpoke much at large upon the nature of civil power, becaufe 
he felt, that the falfe and dangerous mockery of the fovereignty of the people 
was one of the chief elements of jacobinifin, one of the favorite impoftures 
calculated to miflead the underftanding, and to flatter and inflame the paflions 
of the mafs of mankind, who had not the opportunity of examining and ex- 
pofing it; and that as fuch, on every occafion, and in every fhape in which it 
appeared, it ought to be combated and refifted by every fritnd to civil order, 
and to the peace and happinefs of mankind. He next addreffed fome obfer- 
vations to thofe politicians, who deprecated the lofs of national independence. 


Tn combating this general and abftract principle, which would operate as an 
objection 
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objection to every Uuion between feparate ftates, on the ground of the faeri- 
fice of independence, he did not contend that there was in no cafe juft ground 
for fuch a fentiment! Far from it: it might become, on many occafions, the 
firft duty of a free and generous people. If there exifted a country, which 
contained within itfelf the means of military proteétion and naval force ne- 
ceffary for its defence; which furnithed objects of indufiry fufficient for the 
fubfiftence of its inhabitants, and pecuniary refources adequate to a dignified 
maintenance of the rank, which it had attained among the nations of the 
world; if, above all, it enjoyed the bleffings of internal content and tran- 
quillity, and poffeffed a diftinét conftitution of its own, the defects of which, if 
any, it was within itfelf capable of correcting; if that conftitution were equal 
if not fuperior, to any other in tle world; or (which was nearly the fame 
thing) if thofe, who lived under it believed it to be fo, and fondly cherifhed 
that opinion; he could eafily conceive that fuch a country mutt be jea- 
lous of any meafure, which, even by its own confent, under the authority of 
its own lawful government, was to affociate it as a part of a larger and more 
extenfive empire. ‘ 

But if there were a country, which againft the greateft of all dangers that 
threatened its peace and fecurity, had not adequate means of protecting itfelf 
without.the aid of another nation; if that other were a neighbourmg and kin- 
dred nation, fpeaking the fame language, whofe laws and cuftoms were the 
fame in principle, but were carried to a greater degree of perfeétion, with a 
more extenfive commerce, and more abundant means of acquiring and 
diffufing national wealth; the ftability of whofe government, and the ex- 
cellence of whofe conftitution, were more than ever the admiration and envy 
of Europe, and to which the very country of which they were {peaking 
could only boaft an imperfect refemblance; under fuch circumftances, what 
conduét would be prefcribed by every rational principle of dignity, of honor, 
or of intereft? He afked whether that were not a faithful defcription of the 
circumftances, which ought to difpofe Ireland to an Union, and whether Great 
Britain were not precifely the nation, with which on thofe principles, a coun- 
try, fituated as Ireland was, would defire to unite. Did an Union, under 
fuch circumftances, by free confent, and on juft and equal terms, deferve to 
be branded as a propofal for fubjecting Ireland to a foreign yoke: Was it 
not rather the free and voluntary affociation of two great countries, which 


joined for their common benefit in one empire, where each would retain its 
proportional 
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proportional weight and importance, under the fecurity of equal laws, reci- 
procal affection, and infeparable interefts; and which wanted nothing but 
that indiffoluble connexion to render both invincible ? 
Nec Teucris Italos parere jubebo, 
Nec nova regna peto: paribus fe legibus amba 
Invite gentes eterna in feedera mittant. 

The objection drawn from the injury, which Ireland might fuffer by the 
abfence of her chief nobility and gentry, who would flock to the Imperial 
metropolis, was obviated by remarking, that, though this effeét would take 
place during a part of the year, the difadvantage would be more than coun- 
terbalanced by the operation of the fyftem in other refpeéts. To prove the 
affertion, Mr. Pitt entered into a very clofe chain of reafoning from pre- 
fumption, analogy, and experience as to Scotland. 

As the adverfaries of the Union had propagated an idea, that the main prin- 
ciple of the meafure was to fubjeét Ireland to a load of debt and an increafe 
of taxes, he again looked to Scotland. Was there any inftance where, with 
forty-five members on her part, and five hundred and thirteen on ours, that 
part of the United kingdom had paid more than its due proportion to the ge- 
neral burthens? Could it then be apprehended that we fhould tax Ireland 
more heavily when fhe became affociated with ourfelves? ‘To tax in its due 
proportion the whole of the empire, to the utter exclufion of the idea of the 
predominance of one part of fociety over another, was the great chara¢tcriftic 
of Britith finance, as equality of laws was of the Britifh conftitution. 

When they fhould come to the details of that propofition, it would be in 
their power to fix, for any number of years that fhould be thought fit, the 
proportion, by which the contribution of Ireland to the expences of the ftate 
fhould be regulated, and to determine that thefe proportions fhould not be fuch 
as would make a contribution greater, than the amount of its prefent neceflary 
expences, as a feparate kingdom. Even after that limited period, the pro- 
portion of the whole contribution, from time to time, might be made to de- 
pend on the comparative produce in each country, of fuch general taxes as 
might be thought to afford the beft criterion of wealth; or the fyftem of in- 
ternal taxation might gradually be fo equalifed and affimilated, on the leading 
articles, as to make all rules of fpecific proportion unneceffary, and to fecure 
Ireland from being ever taxed but in proportion as we fhould tax ourfelves. 

‘The application of thefe principles would form matter of future difcuffion ; 
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he mentioned them only as ftrongly thewing, from the mifreprefentation, 
which had taken place on that part of the fubje&t, how incumbent it was 
upon the houfe to receive thefe propofitions, and to adopt, after due delibe- 
ration, fuch refolutions as might record to Ireland the terms, upon which we 
were ready to meether. And in the mean time wait, not without impatience, 
but without diffatisfaGtion, for that moment, when the effeét of reafon and 
difcuffion would reconcile the minds of men in that kmgdom to a meafure, 
which he was fure would be found as neceffary for their peace and happinefs, 
as it would be conducive to the general fecnrity and advantage of the Bri- 
tifh empire. 

Mr. Pitt then prefented to the houfe eight refolutions, which he had pre- 
pared, embracing the gencral plan of the Union. 

“‘ I. In order to promote and fecure the effential interefis of Great Britain 
“ and Ireland, and to confolidate the ftrength, power, and refources of the 
“ Britifh empire, it will be advifeable to concur in fuch meafures as may beft 
“ tend to unite the two kingdoms of Great Britam and Ireland into one 
“ kingdom, in fuch manner, and on fuch terms and conditions, as may be 
“ eftablithed by aéts of the refpeétive parliaments of his majefty’s faid king- 
doms. 
“ II. It would be fit to propofe as the firft article, to ferve as a bafis of the 
faid Union, that the faid kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland fhall, ona 
day to be agreed upon, be united into one kingdom, by the name of the 
“ United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

“ TIT. For the fame purpofe it would be fit to propofe, that the fuegetigon 
“* tothe monarchy and the imperial crown of the faid united kingdom, {hall 
continue limitcd and fettled, in the fame manner as the imperial crown of 
“ the faid kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland now fiands limited and 
“ fettled, according to the exifting laws, and to the terms of the Union be- 
tween England and Scotland. 
‘TV. For the fame purpofe it would be fit to propofe, that the faid united 
kingdom be reprefented in one and the fame parliament, to be ftiled the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; and 
that fuch a number of lords fpiritual and temporal, and fuch a number of 
members of the Houfe of Commons, as {hall be hereafter agreed upon 
by aéts of the refpetive parliaments as aforefaid, {hall fit and vote in the 
faid parliament on the part of Ireland, and fhall be fummoned, chofen, 
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and returned, in fuch manner as fhall be fixed by an aét of the parliament 
of Ireland previous to the faid Union ; and that every member hereafter to 
fit and vote in the faid parliament of the united kingdom fhall, until the 
faid parliament fhall othcrwife provide, take, and fubicribe the faid oaths, 
and make the fame declarations, as are by law required to be taken, fub- 
fcribed, and made, by the members of the parliaments of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 

“ V. For the fame purpofe it would be fit to propofe, that the churches 
of England and Ireland, and the doctrine, worthip, difcipline, and go- 
vernment thereof, fhall be preferved as now by law eftablifhed. 

“ VI. For the fame purpofe it would be fit to propofe, that his majefty’s 
fubjeéts in Ireland fhall at all times hereafter be entitled to the fame privi- 
leges, and be on the fame footing in refpect of trade and navigation, in 
all ports and places belonging to Great Britain, and in all cafes with re- 
{pe& to which treaties fhall be made by his majefty, his heirs or fucceffors, 
with any foreign powcr, as his majefty’s fubjeéts in Great Britain; that 
no duty fhall be impofed on the import or export between Great Britain 
and Ireland of any articles now duty free; and that on other articles there 
fhall be eftablifhed, for a time to be limited, fuch a moderate rate of equal 
dutics as fhall, previous to the Union, be agreed upon and approved by 
the .refpective parliaments, fubject, after the expiration of fuch limited 
time, to be diminifhed equally with refpeét to both kingdoms, but in no 
cafe to be increafed ; that all articles, which may at any time hereafter be 
imported into Great Britain from foreign parts, fhall be importable through 
either kingdom into the other, fubjeét to the like dutics aud regulations 
as if the fame were imported direétly from foreign parts ; that where any 
articles, the growth, produce, or manufacture of either kingdom, are fub- 
ject to any internal duty in one kingdom, fuch countervailing duties (over 
and above any duties on import to be fixed as aforefaid) fhall be impofed 
as thall be necefiary to prevent any incquality in that refpeét; and that all 
g, and than fuch 
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of the principal of the debt incurred in either kingdom before the Union, 
fhall continue to be feparately defrayed by Great Britain and Ireland re- 
{fpectively ; that, for a number of years to be limited, the future ordinary 
expences of the united kingdom, in peace or war, fhall be defrayed by 
Great Britain and Ireland jointly, according to fuch proportions as {hall 
be eftablithed by the refpeétive parliaments previous to the Union; and 
that, after the expiration of the time to be fo limited, the proportion fhall 
not be liable to be varied, except according to fuch rates and principles as 
‘“ fhall be in like manner agreed upon previous to the Union. 

* VIII. For the like purpofe it would be fit to propofe, that all laws in 
force at the time of the Union, and all the courts of civil or ecclefiaftical 
jurifdiétion within the refpective kingdoms, fhall remain as now by law 
eftablithed within the fame, fubjeét only to fuch alterations or regulations 
from time to time, as circumftances may appear to the parhament of the 
united kingdom to require.” 

Mr. Pitt at the fame time moved an addrefs to accompany the refolutions, 
ftating, that the commons had proceeded with the utmoft attention to the 
confideration of the important objeéts recommended in the royal meffage ; 
that they entertained a firm perfuafion of the probable benefits of a complete 
and entire Union between Great Britain and Ireland, founded on equal and 
liberal principles; and that they were therefore induced to lay before his 
majefty fuch propofitions, as appeared to them to be beft calculated to form 
the bafis of fuch a fettlement, leaving it to his wifdom, in due time and in a 
proper manner, to communicate them to the lords and commons of Ireland, 
with whom they would be at all times ready to concur in all fuch meafures 
as might be found moft conducive to the accomplifhment of that great and 
falutary work. 

Mr. Sheridan cautioned the houfe againft the feduétive force of the mi- 
nifter’s oratory, which might miflead fome into an affent or concurrence, that 
their cooler reafon would condemn. He contended, that in the alarming 
{tate of Ireland, it was unfafe to drive a fpirited nation into an experiment 
of fo delicate and fo important a nature. The fate of the queftion, when it 
was lately agitated in Ireland, might reafonably induce him to defift from the 
profecution of the fcheme; but, as he had folemnly pledged himfelf for the 
exertion of his moft ftrenuous efforts to produce an Union of the two king- 
doms, it might be apprehended, that he would purfue his courfe in defiance 
of 
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of every obftacle, would make ufe of artifice to gain his point, flatter and de- 
lude the Irifh, and, by feeming to refpeé their declared opinion, lull them 
into inattivity, the more completely to fubjugate them to flavery. The Houte, 
Mr. Sheridan hoped, would not be fo inconfiderate as to adopt a fyftem, 
which would cherifh animofity and difcord, where affection ought to be con- 
ciliated, and harmony eftablifhed, which would fow diffenfion between the 
commons and the peers of Ireland, irritate the whole parliament by holding 
it up to view as a feeble and inefficient body, duped by Englifh faétions, and 
array the Britifh Houfe of Commons againft that of another realm governed 
by the fame fovereign. 

_ Ifthe condition of Ireland were really as deplorable as it was ftated to be, 
the houfe ought to be informed from what mifconduét fuch evils had arifen, 
amidft the advantages which God and nature had beftowed upon her. It 
might be concluded, indeed, that her poverty was chiefly occafioned by the 
narrow unwife policy of Britain, a policy which, he was glad to find, the 
minifter now difapproved. Her weaknefs, perhaps, was not fo great as it was 
fuppofed to be; and, if it were, it was ungenerous to infult her. Such an 
infult would not have been offered to her while her volunteers were in arms. 
He reproved Mr. Canning for pleading the caufe of bold and barefaced cor- 
ruption, and thus clouding and contaminating with its foul fog and baneful 
breath the pure morning of his political life; and cenfured, as wanton and 
unneceflary, Mr. Pitt’s pledge for the profecution of his favorite meafure. 
He animadverted on the condué of the court in the difpute refpecting the 
Catholics. A lord lieutenant had been fent to that kingdom to allay animo- 
fities, and gratify the great bulk of the nation. The cup of conceflion was 
prefented to their lips, but, when they were on the point of tafting, it was 
dathed in their faces, and the new viceroy was recalled. Was that a proper 
prelude to an union? ‘ 

In reply to the obfervations of Mr. Pitt on the adjuftment of the year 1782, 
he maintained that it was intended to be final with regard to the conftitution 
of Ireland; but he admitted that fome regulations, chiefly commercial, were 
to have been propofed for the improvement of the connexion between the 
kingdoms. 

The affertions refpeéting the number of Irifh who wifhed for an Union were 
not well founded. A confiderable majority of the peers, indeed, were inclined 
to promote it; but in the Houfe of Commons the court had little reafon to 
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boatt of its fuccefs, as, notwithftanding the apparent plurality of votes for the 
meafure, the far greater number of independent members were adverfe to it, 
and out of parliament the approvers of it were very few. The inhabitants of 
Cork, it was faid, were friendly to the fcheme, and thofe of Limerick were 
likewife difpofed to favor it ; but had not the lure of a dock-yard been thrown 
out to the former, anda menace to the latter on the fubjeét of the linen trade? 
Thus, while fome were to be bribed, others were to be intimidated into com-. 
pliance. The Catholics were among thofe, to whom favors were promifed ; 
but night not they be gratified without an Union ? and might not every ad- 
vantage, which was mentioned as the probable refult of the fcheme, be af- 
forded without its adoption ? 

Mr. Sheridan recapitulated feveral of lis former arguments, and concluded 
with reading two refolutions, to which, he thought, no true friend of either 
country would objeét. ‘They were couched in thefe terms: ‘“ that no mea- 
‘“* fures can have a tendency to improve and perpetuate the ties of amity and 
“ connexion now exifting between Great Britain and Ireland, which have not 
‘“ for their bafis the manifeft, fair, and free confent and approbation of the 
‘ parliaments of the two countries ;” and “ that whoever fhall endeavour to 
‘ obtain the appearance of fuch confent and approbation in either country, 
‘“‘ by employing the influence of government for the purpofe of corruption 
‘‘ or of intimidation, isan enemy to his majefty and to the conftitution.” 

Lord Hawkefbury animadverted on the charge of intimidation, affirming 
it to be inapplicable to the proceedings of the miniftry in the prefent cafe ; 
denied that any corruption had been praétifed; and reprefented the difmif- 
fion of Anti-Unionifts from office as a proof of the fincerity of the premier in 
the profecution of an important meafure. He controverted the finality of 
the adjuftment of 1782, and declared his conviétion, that the radical evils of 
the exifting government in Ireland could not’ be completely removed with- 
out an Union. It would allay the jealoufies of the Catholics and the Pro- 
teftants, promote in every refpeét the profperity of Ireland, and add to the 
firength and refpeétability of the whole empire. 

Dr. Laurence conjured the houfe to relinquifh a difeuffion, which might 
be productive of ferious mifchief, while fo high a degree of irritation per- 
vaded the public mind in Ireland. The meafure, he faid, was not neceflary 
at the prefent moment, even if it promifed to be more beneficial than he had 


reafon to think that it would be. The fettlement of 1782, according to the 
opinion 
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opinion of Mr. Burke, was to every conftitutional purpofe final and conclu- 
five, though the mercantile concerns of the two countries might require fome 
further arrangements. 

The houfe then divided upon the queftion for the fpeaker’s leaving the 
chair, when the ayes were 140, the noes 15. 

The confident affurance of the minifter in final fuccefs encouraged him to 
the profecution of this great defign. Having allowed the interval of a week 
for the confideration of the refolutions he had fubmitted to the houfe, on the 
7th of February he propofed a full difcuffion of the fubiect in a committee 
of the whole houfe, but before it was formed, he confented to difpofe of Mr. 
Sheridan’s motions refpeéting the fair and free confent of both parliaments. 

Mr. Sheridan then renewed his oppofition to the fcheme. Since the laf 
meeting, he faid, many gentlemen had been induced to alter their opinions, 
and to agree with him on the impropriety and the danger of perfifting in a 
meafure, which was highly obnoxious to the people of Ireland; and as the 
houfe had not pledged itfelf to the fupport of it, it was not too late to check 
the rafhnefs of its zealous advocates. The minifter night wifh to purfue it 
againft the fenfe of a nation ; but the houfe onght to be fo far guided by pru- 
dence and judgement as to difregard all his perfuafions, and refcue the empire 
from the peril, in which he would involve it. It was curious to obferve the 
coincidence of the minifter’s views and declarations, in feveral inftances, with 
thofe of a party, to which he was not generally fufpeéted of being attached. 
He agreed with the United Infhmen, in wifhing to deftroy the obnoxious 
conititution of Ireland. They alleged, that the parliament of that kingdom 
had occafioned all the evils, which afflicted the country: he adduced a fimilar 
charge againft that body. They reprefented the Ith legiflators as being the 
dupes of Britifh faction : 4e imputed all the errors of the government, all the 
diftraétions and misfortunes of Ireland to the fame fource, to the fway of a 
party, at the head of which was his friend the Duke of Portland, and to which 
another of his prefent affociates (Mr. Wyndham) belonged. Both were ready 
to exclaim, Delenda eff Carthago, though they differed in the mode of de- 
firuétion; as the United Infhmen wifhed to depofe their parliament, and efta- 
blifh a republic with foreign aid, while the premier wifhed to merge the de- 
linquent legiflature in that of Great Britain. In the purfuit of their aims, 
thofe mal-contents had recourfe to menace and intimidation: he did not 
fcruple to adopt means equally improper. He recommended the adoption 
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of a plan of honeft incorrupt adminiftration, as a remedy which had not yet 
been tried ; and the prefent conjunéture was particularly favorable for the 
experiment. 

Mr. Pitt protefted againft the refolutions. One, which was felf-evident, it 
was not neceffary for the houfe to record, and there was ftill lefs reafon to - 
entertain it, as it appeared to contain practical falfehood under the form of 
literal truth ; for it implied, that the meafure was to be carried into effect 
without the fair and free confent of parliament. The fecond propofition 
tended to ftigmatize every minifter, whofe perfuafions fhould procure the dif- 
mifial of officers of the crown on account of a difference of fentiment upon 
any great political queftion. That practice arofe out of the very nature of 
regular government, and was neceffary for the public fervice. 

Mr. Grey contended for the propriety of recording the propofitions of his 
friend on the Journals of the houfe; they would ferve as pledges, he faid, 
for the honorable intentions of the Britifh government, and allay the jea- 
loufy of the Irifh nation. 

On a divifion upon the previous queftion, the numbers were 25 againft and 
141 for it. 

The committee was on the point of being formed for the difcuffion of Mr. 
Pitt's propofitions, when 

The honorable Mr. Saint John conjured the houfe to difmifs the queftion 
for the prefent, as the agitation of it mght be produétive of mifchievons 
confequences. 

Mr. Grey confidered the queftion as the moft momentous, that had ever 
been fubmitted to the deliberation of parliament, either in poimt of conftitu- 
tional right or of public policy ; but as one of the parties whofe confent was 
neceffary had declared againft it, he recommended a fufpenfion of the fcheme. 
He was earneftly defirous of the prevalence of the moft cordial harmony, of 
the eftablifhment of an effective Union, not an Union of parliaments, but of 
hearts, of affections, and interefts ; of vigor, of ardor, of zeal for the general 
welfare. The fcheme then offered feemed to be of a very different ten- 
dency. It threatened difcontent, jealoufy, and diftruft. 

The evils in queftion might be imputed to the mifconduét of government 
rather than to the feparation of the parliaments; and for thefe the prime mi- 
nifter was refponfible, unlefs he fhould be able to prove, that obnoxious mea- 
fures had been forced upon him by the fturdy difpofitions of the Irifh mem- 
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bers. Who had foftered the religious diffenfions and political feuds, which 
diftraéted the nation ? Who had raifed hopes, and difappointed thofe hopes ? 
Who had excited alarms, and created difcontent? ‘The profpeét of addi- 
tional favours to the Catholics had given pleafure to liberal men of all deno- 
minations; but a party, not diftinguifhed by talents or by real dignity, fo- 
mented animofity and intolerance, and procured by intrigue a dereliction of 
the fyftem of conceffion. From that moment affairs wore a gloomy afpect; 
and the confequences were violent and difaftrous. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas (now Lord Melville) obferved, that the meafure, far 
from operating injurioufly on Ireland, would increafe the political and com- 
mercial advantages of that country in the fame proportion as thofe of Scot- 
land had been improved by the Union. That ‘a {pint of clamor and diffen- 
fion, of treachery and treafon,’ menacing the overthrow of the government, 
exifted in Ireland, no one, he thought, would have the boldness to deny ; and, 
as the influence of widely-extended confpiracies endangered the connexion 
between the countries, an immediate interference was neceflary to refcue the 
weftern realm from the intrigues of the common enemy. Fora due regula- 
tion of the affairs of any community, a mutual confidence ought to fubfift 
between the governors and the governed ; but that was not the cafe in Ire- 
land, where the great body of the people did not repofe in the parliament that 
confidence, which was effential to its utility. The reafons of that defect grew 
out of the frame and conftitution of that parliament. The whole power of 
that country being vefted in a fourth part of the nation, and that fourth being 
feparated from the reft by religious diftinétions, heightened and envenomed by 
ancient and hereditary animofities: it was impoffible that a proper confidence 
could exift between them. For the eftablifhment of fuch a confidence, the 
grant of a free participation of all the privileges of Britons by the fuperintend- 
ing care of an imperial parliament, would be the most efficacious meafure. 
The Proteftants would then lay afide their jealoufies and diftrutt, being certain 
that againft any attempt to endanger their eftablifhment the whole ftrength of 
the united legiflature would be exerted ; and, on the other hand, the Catholics 
would expect that their caufe would be candidly and impartially confidered 
by a general parliament, the great body of which would be relieved from the 
apprehenfions and animofities interwoven with the confiitution of the exifting 
legiflature. 

Mr. Dundas {poke largely of the Scottith Union, and referred toa letter of 
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Queen Anne to the northern parliament, prediciing the various blefiings, with 
re{pect to religion, liberty, and property, which would refult from the fcheme 
of incorporation, and he faid, that not one fyllable of her prediétions had failed. 

‘Two eftates of the Irifh parliament, the king and the peers, had ‘ pointedly 
‘ exprefled their defire, that the fubject fhould be entertained and confidered ;’ 
while ‘ only a very narrow majority’ in the Houfe of Commons had embraced 
the contrary opinion. It could not therefore be faid, that the affair was fo far 
decided as to render it unneceflary or improper to fubmit it again to the no- 
tice of the Jrith nation. He could not help auguring well to the final fuccefs 
of the meafure, as effential to the happinefs of Ireland, when he contemplated 
the clamor and violence, by which the confideration of it had been refifted. 
Thefe are not the weapons, by which truth and folid reafoning maintain their 
enipire over the hearts and underftandings of men. Cool confideration and 
fober reafoning were the arms by which the caufe of truth was fupported ; 
and he had no doubt that thefe weapons, properly ufed, would ultimately fuc- 
ceed againft clamor and prejndice. Thus the fyftem of excife, once highly 
unpopular, was at length relitlied and approved of; and the union with Scot- 
land, odious at firft, became at laft a popular meafure. 

Mr. Dundas exprefied his with, that the Irith would difpaffionately re-con- 
fider the propofal ; and he was confident, that they would find it the beft re- 
medy for the diforders of their country, their ftrongeft bulwark and their 
ereateft bleffing. Ile concluded a very long and not altogether uninitructive 
harangue with a ftrong hint, of the probability of future indulgence being 
granted by an Imperial Parliament to the Catholics of both countries, and a 
fketch of the bitter effeéts of French fraternity, which, he hoped, no Irifhman 
would prefer to Britith liberty. 

Mr. Sheridan replied to fome of the arguments of Mr. Dundas with a mix- 
ture of reafoning and raillery, and ftill urged the impolicy of perfifting in a 
meafure, to which the Irifh did not give a free affent. 

Mr. Windham obferved, that it had been infinuated that theUnion was a mea- 
fure calculated for the exclufive advantage of Great Britain at the expence of 
’ Treland ; but the reverfe feemed to him to bethe cafe. The diforders of that 
kingdom might be afcribed to various caufes ; they chiefly grew out of the 
nature of its conftitution. That like a body diftorted and mis-fhapen, gave 
rife to various difeafes, fome chronical, and fome acute, which, as they were 
inherent in its frame, no medicine could eradicate. The deformity of that 
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conftitution was its coercive form ; it was like a garrifon in the midft of-a con- 
quered town: it was a mere provifional government, deriving its exiftcnce, 
form, and powcr, from another ftate. Much of the mifery of Ireland alfo 
arofe from the barbarous ignorance of its people, who had becn rendcred fero- 
cious by the animofities which exifted among them. That fcrocity had given 
occafion to new reftraints on the part of the government, which redoubled the 
fury of the people. The conftitution, therefore, and the grofs ignorance which 
it encouraged, were the rcmote caufes of the diftraétions of Ireland; but the 
proximate caufe was undoubtedly the inoculation of French principles, which 
could never enter into the blood without producing death. Unfortunately the 
contamination had reachcd Ireland, and to its baneful influence might be at- 
tributed the late horrible diforders of that kingdom. 

Mr. Tierney was furprifed that minifters fhould have propofed an Union to 
this parliament without having been previoufly aflurcd of the confent of the 
Irith legiflature ; but he was ftill more aftonifthed and even alarmed at their 
prefent perfeverance, after the {trong difapprobation of the mcafure in Ireland. 
The Catholics perhaps might profit by the meafure; but their expectations 
had not a very firm bafis. Induftry might be more prevalent, wealth might 
increafe, and good morals might become more general ; but thefe points might. 
be gained without an Union. He was among thofe who doubted the com- 
petency of the Hibernian parliament on this occafion: as a delegated body 
could not be juftified in furrendcring the truft repofed in it by the people. 

Mr. Grant * {poke to three points. ‘The firft had reference to the affent of 
the Irith parliament, which Mr. Sheridan had hinted might be enforced by mi- 
litary terrors: he denied that there was any ground for fuppofing that the 
deliberations of the Inith legiflature were or would be influenced or governed 
by force. If the army fhould overawe the members, he allowed that a free af- 
fent could not be given; but it did not appear that the prefence of the troops 
in the country had any effect on the freedom of deliberation. The Irith did 
not feem to be under the leaft reftraint in the delivery or propagation of their 
opinions. The fecond topic was the competence of parliament. This body, 
he faid, was morally incompetent to do any thing improper or unjuft; but it 
was legally competent to do any thing whatever. The third point was, whe- 
ther it were proper to difcufs the meafure after the late proceedings in Ireland. 


* Now Sir William Grant, mafter of the rolls. 
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He contended that the refufal of taking the fubjeét into confideration in the 
Houfe of Commons of that realm ought to operate as an additional reafon for 
{tating the terms, that the offer might not be finally rejected before the true 
nature of the fcheme fhould be known to the public. 

Mr. William Sinith fpoke fhortly againft the profecution of the plan. The 
queftion for the Speaker's leaving the chair was carried by 149 againft 24, who 
oppofed it. A committee of the whole houfe was immediately formed, and 
the refoiutions were moved and carried. 

On the 11th of February, the minifter having moved the order of the day 
for the houfe going into a committee for the further confideration of his Ma- 
jefty’s meflage, 

Mr. Sheridan recommended a fubftitute for legiflative union. He was of 
opinion, that the abolition of all difabilities, which had been incurred in civil 
affairs by religious diftinétions, would tend more to the improvement of the 
connexion between Great Britain and Ireland than the meafure brought for- 
ward. He had the authority of the premier himfelf for the expediency of 
emancipating the Catholics of Ireland from the incapacities, to which they 
were fubjeéted. Such was the opinion of the leaders of the cabinet in the 
year 1795; and, though Earl Fitzwilliam were not then defired or permitted 
to propofe the emancipation, he is allowed to have been exprefsly authorifed 
to give it “a handfome fupport on the part of government.” But a change of 
fentiment foon occurred; and the confequences of that change were deeply 
to be lamented. 

Having cenfured the impolicy of negleGing that great objeét, and of recall- 
ing a viceroy, who was the avowed advocate of the Catholics, Mr. Sheridan 
contended that his propofal would remedy much of the evil and mifery, which 

xifted in Ireland, by extinguithing religious feuds, and promoting an union 
of interefts; that no danger would attend the adoption of it, as all fears of 
the prevalence of popery were groundlefs; and that it would increafe the 
ftrength of both countries, without injuring the conftitution of either. He 
then moved, that it fhould be an inftruction to the committee to confider 
‘ how far it would be confiftent with juftice and policy, and conducive to the 
general interefts, and efpecially to the confolidation of the ftrength ef the 
Britifh empire, were all civil incapacities on account of religious diftinétions to 
be done away throughout his majefty’s dominions.’ 

Mr. Pitt obje¢ted to what he called a very extraordinary propofition. He 
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was furprifed that one, who profeffed himfelf a warm friend to the independ- 
ence of the Irifh parliament, fhould propofe what would be an obvious en- 
croachment on that independence, an aét of diétation and control. ‘The mo- 
tion itfelf, and the declarations of the mover, were, he faid, inconfiftent with 
each other. He denied that the rebellious difturbances in Ireland originated 
in any degree from the refufal of granting emancipation to the Catholics, or 
that Earl Fitzwilliam was authorifed to hold out any hopes or make any pro- 
mifes which were afterwards withdrawn or retra¢ted. 

The motion was now rejected without a divifion; and a freth debate arofe, 
when Mr. Pitt moved that the Speaker fhould leave the chair. 

Lieutenant-general Fitzpatrick, who had aéted as fecretary to the viceroy of 
Ireland (the Duke of Portland), afferted, from his own knowledge of the 
views of the cabinet in 1782, the conftitutional finality of the compaét which 
was then adjufted, and completed in the following year. An incorporative 
union, from its tendency to a fubverfion of that fettlement, deferved in his 
opinion the fevereft cenfure. What fecurity would the Irith have for the con- 
tinuance of any promifed advantages ? How would a minority be able to en- 
force the execution of the terms? In every cafe of rivalry Britifh fuperiority 
would overwhelm the interefts of Ireland. 

The honorable Mr. Dudley Ryder warmly defended the Union. Inftead 
of violating or fubverting the independence conceded in 1782, it was in it- 
{elf a ftrong recognition of that claim; and Ireland, after an Union, would be 
as independent as Great Britain. The apprehenfions ofa fubfequent inatten- 
tion to the interefts of Ireland were alfo ill founded, as all rivalry would be 
loft in community of intereft and mutuality of benefit. 

Mr. Tierney, to prove that the fettlement in queftion was underftood to be 
final, referred to an addrefs (voted on the 28th of May, 1782), in which the 
Trifh Houfe of Commons affured his Majefty, that ‘ no conftitutional queftions 
* between the two nations would any longer exift, which could interrupt their 
‘ harmony.’ 

Mr. Dundas allowed that the independence of the Irith parliament had been 
completely acknowledged in 1782, but denied that this agreement could pre- 
clude its free aflent to any future meafure whatever, and affirmed that it was 
the intention of government at that time to propofe new arrangements. 

The Solicitor General (Sir John Mitford *), fpeaking of the adjuftment, ob- 

* Now Lord Redefdale, chancellor of Ireland. 
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ferved, that, from the nature of the tranfaction, it could not be complete or 
final, and that the expectations of ulterior arrangement were general at 
the time. 

The honorable Mr. Percival* concurred with the gentlemen who denied the 
finality of the adjuftment of 1782; he reprefented the Union as a beneficial 
fcheme ; and exhorted the houfe to adopt the refolutions, that its fentiments 
might be recorded and fully known. 

Mr. Sylvefter Douglast obferved, that his opinion of the competency of 
the parliament of Ireland to adopt an Union, ‘was confirmed by the opinions 
of the chiefs of the four great tribunals in Ireland.f Very few of the anti- 
unionists themfelves ventured to dispute the point. 

Dr. 


* Now folicitor-general. This gentleman fpoke more fully and explicitly than any other gentle- 
man indebate upon the cafe of Mr. A. O’Connor’s trial'at Maidftone, and the nature and tendency 
of the evidence given by feveral gentlemen of the Oppofition (particularly Mr. Sheridan) in his 
favor. He particularly animadverted upon Mr. Sheridan’s affertion, that with what he then knew, 
he fhould, if he were again called-upon to give evidence to the character of the perfon in whofe 
favor he appeared, hold the fame language which he did at Maidftone, and exprefs himfelf {till more 
ftrongly in his favor, viz. ‘‘ That Arthur O'Connor was one of the moft open of mankind, and one 
‘«¢ who was leaft inclined to have recourfe to French affiftance !” Such was the charaéter which the 
honorable gentleman gave of that man upen his oath. If he reflected, he would furely admit that 
it was an unguarded manner of giving the chara&ter of aman guilty of the moft atrocious treafons ; 
and the honorable gentleman was reduced to the dilemma of either admitting that he had been 
grofsly miftaken in the character of O'Connor, as the moft open of mankind, or that he did not ftate 
the whole of what he knew upon oath. 

+ Now a peer of Ireland by the title of Lord Glenbervie. 

{ Thefe were, the Earl of Clare, Chancellor ; Lord Kilwarden, Chief Juftice of the King’s 
Bench ; Lord Carlton, Chief Juftice of the Common Pleas; and Lord Chief Baron Yelverton : 
who,’ he afferted, in preparing the bill for Legiflative Independence in 1782, made no {fcruple to 
declare, that it was in his views and his wifhes, that the tranfa@tions of that day fhould lead to the 
happy meafure of an Union. To thofe opinions the honorable gentleman contrafted fome of the 
United Irifhmen’s fentiments upon the fame fubje& (8 Parl. Reg. 37); that fraternity had from its 
firft inftitution, in 1791, been alarmed at the idea, that an Union between the two kingdoms might 
defeat their projets. In 1795, at a meetingin Dublin, where thofe perfons, and others.of the fame 
fort, had defamed the charater of the Irifh Catholics by afluming that defcription, when many of 
them were, in truth, Atheifts, and of no religious perfuafion, the apprehenfion of an Union being 
then ftrong in their minds, Mr. Lewins declared his opinion of the incompetency of the parliament 
to fuch a meafure, in the following terms : ‘‘ Vho fhall dare to affirt that the Parliament of Ireland 
“© can do this? No man but an enemy to both countries‘; a traitor to the King and the People.” 

And 
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Dr. Laurence urged againft the propofal for an Union, that the people of 
Ireland were fond of their parliament ; and their parliament was not, as it had 
been reprefented, torn by factions; the Oppofition of it had done all that 
could be done for their country ; they were, indeed, low in numbers, but not 
in eftimation, When a lord-lieutenant had been recalled becaufe he had given 
his confidenee to them, if in confequence of it, and of being perpetually kept 
out of power, Mr. Grattan took up fome queftion ina light which he did not 
approve ; it was only fuch conduét as no man not more than mortal could 
help adopting. Since that time he had been made the fubjeét of much mif- 
reprefentation, when his only fault was that of fullen retirement from the 
fenate. He then went at confiderable length into inoft of the points con- 
nected with the fubject. ' 

On the divifion of the houfe for the fpeaker’s leaving the chair 131 voted 
for it, and 19 againft it. ‘The houfe then refolved itfelf into a committe pro 
formé, and then adjourned. 

When Mr. Douglas had taken the chair, on the 12th of February, Mr. 
Hobhoufe fuggefied the propriety of abandoning all further proceedings 
for the prefent, as not only the parliament, but the whole people of Ireland 
appeared to be decidedly againft the meafure of any Union at all. And Mr. 
Bankes grounded his objections to an union upon the difordered ftate of 
Ireland, which rendered it not only inexpedient but unfafe to coalefce with her. 
An union, he faid, would not remedy her evils; but her own parliament 
might gradually redrefs her grievances. ‘That legiflature ought to retrace 
fome of its fteps, and, drawing a line between the difaffe€ted and the loyal 
Catholics, re-enaét reftriétive laws againft the former, while the lattcr thould 
be admitted to all the privileges now cnjoyed by the Protefiants. Britifh 
intrigue and faction ought alfo to be ftudioufly checked in Ireland, as they 
had been produétive of much evil. The propofed incorporation, he thought, 
would not tend to tranquillize that country. 

The fpeaker of the houfe (Mr. Addington*) viewed the fubject very 
differently from Mr. Bankes. He was convinced, from the fituation of Ire- 


And Dr. M‘Nevin expreffed himfelf thus: ‘‘ Parliament is incompetent to fuch an aé& of national 
‘© fuicide. Can the creature of the people, with parricidal arm, deftroy the author of its exiftence ? 
«© The attempt would be high treafon againft the nation, and put it out of the protection of fociety.”’ 
Thefe opinions were quoted from ‘‘ Tie authentic Statement of the Proceedings of a Meeting held 
‘* in Francis-ftreet Chapel, oth April, 1793.” 
* Now firft commiffioner of the Treafury and chancellor of the Exchequer. 
land 
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land at that moment, not merely of the expediency, but of the urgent ne- 
ceffity of an union. Though the parliament of that kingdom might of 
itfelf redrefs fome grievances and remove fome caufes of irritation, there 
were radical and inherent evils clofely interwoven with the ftate and condi- 
tion of Ireland, and with the temper, the feelings, and the prejudices of the 
people, for which nothing but an incorporation of the two legiflatures could 
provide a remedy. The ftate of Ireland, he faid, had at no period of its 
hiftory been fuch as to afford fatisfaétion to any mind that could juftly appre- 
ciate the bleffings of a well-ordered, a flourifhing, and a happy condition 
of civil fociety. The bounty of Providence had, indeed, been difplayed in 
that country by a fertile foil, and by abundant means of internal improve- 
ment and profperity. Its inhabitants were not lefs diftinguifhed than thofe 
of Great Britain, in correfponding ftations of life, for eloquence, for literary 
and fcientific attainments, and for thofe talents and exertions, which had 
eftablifhed the naval and military renown of the Britith empire. Their form 
of government was the fame as our own; but it wanted its true charaéteriftics ; 
it did not, like ours, beftow and receive general confidence and proteétion ; 
for it was not conneéted by ties, which hé trufted were here indiffoluble, 
with the obvious interefts, the feelings and the fentiments of the great body 
of the people. 

He was not one of thofe, who were unwilling to remove the real grounds 
of complaint againft the Proteftant afcendancy; but he was ftrongly difin- 
clined to a fcheme, which might expofe that eftablifhment to immediate and 
perhaps inevitable danger. Indeed, the only meafure which promifed to 
fecure the Proteftants, and at the.fame time to favor the Catholics in a rea- 
fonable degree, was that of a legiflative union. “His opinion on this fubject 
was ‘ fanétioned by great and refpeétable authorities,—by Sir Matthew. 
Decker, Sir William Petty, Sir Jofiah Child—by Molyneux, the friend of 
Locke—and by mary diftinguifhed men of the prefent time. With the fen- 
timents of thefe friends of an union he would contraft thofe, which were 
profeffed by Dr. Mac Nevin and the united Irifhmen, whofe decided repug- 
nance to a meafure that tended to the fruftration of their traitorous projeéts 
ferved to demonftrate its neceffity. That it was calculated to avert much 
probable evil from both countries, and to produce pofitive and fubftantial 
advantages to both, he could affirm without hefitation. 

No confideration fo forcibly impelled him to wifh for an union, as his 
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conviction of the beneficial confequences, which would refult from it to the 
mternal fituation of Ireland. He had no doubt of its leading to the removal 
of a principal ground of animofity, by precluding that fpecies of conteft 
which had hitherto fubfifted for political authority and power; and, among 
the lower orders of fociety, he was confident that its falutary effeéts would 
be found in that change of manners, the refult of habitual induftry, which 
would be produced by the transfer of capital from Great Britain to Ireland. 

It had been faid, that the meafure would not produce any immediate ad- 
vantage to the Catholics of Ireland; but to this affertion he could not accede. 
The eleétive franchife, beftowed on them in 1793, could hardly be confidered 
as a boon; for the very right, with the limitation annexed to it, could not 
in general be exercifed without fome degree of violence to their opinions and 
their feelings, and could only be ufed for the purpofe of contributing to form 
a houfe of commons, the whole body of which they conceived to be adverfe 
to their interefts. But the fame franchife, when employed in contributing 
to form the reprefentation in an united parliament, would be accompanied 
with the fatisfactory reflexion, that the individual in whofe behalf it was 
exercifed would be mixed with thofe, a majority of whom were uninfluenced 
by the prejudices, which had been imputed to the parliament and the great 
body of the Proteftants of Ireland. 

He did not deem it neceflary to offer an opinion refpeéting the expediency 
of extending to the Catholics of Great Britain and Ireland, in the event of 
an union, a more ample participation of the rights and privileges of Protef- 
tant fubjeéts; but he quoted a paffage from one of the fpeeches of Dr. Dui- 
genan, importing, that an union would render it unneceffary to curb the 
Catholics by any exclufive law. 

He ftrongly maintained the competency of the Infh parliament to adopt 
the meafure, and reprobated the attempts to preclude the difcuffion of thie 
fubjeét, by tle denomination of a final adjuftment, which had been beftowed 
on the proceedings of the year 1782. 

Of danger to the commercial interefts of this country he entertained no 
ferious apprehenfion. It was not true, that Britain would neceffarily lofe 
what Ireland would gain. He knew, befides, the liberality and the good 
fenfe of the merchants and manufacturers of this couutry. 

After a difpaffionate confideration of the fubjeét, he was of opinion, that 
greater advantages were now offered to Ireland than had ever been afforded 

by 


gi2 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


by any fingle meafure to any country; that the Union would greatly aug- 
ment the national refources, and place upon a rock which would be impreg- 
nable, as far as that term‘could be applied to any human eftablifhment, the 
ftreneth and fecurity of the Britifh empire. His ideas and hopes even ex- 
tended farther, as he was fully perfuadcd, that whatever tended to confoli- 
date and maintain the power and the independence of thefe kingdoms was of 
' fignal importance to the beft and moft valuable interefts of mankind. 

The five firft refolutions were then read by the chairman and agreed to 
without objection. The fixth, which went to grant equal free trade to Ire- 
land, called up Mr. Wilberforce Bird, who confidered it as-requiring particular 
deliberation, from the effect, which it might have on fome importaut branches 
of manufacture carried on in this kingdom, and requefted that it might not 
be precipitately functioned. Mr. Pitt thought it a matter of indifferenee 
to the general welfare, in what part of the empire a particular manufacture 
fhould be carried on, provided it were in a place, where it was moft likely 
to flourith. 

The remaining refolutions were carried: and, on the 14th, upon the quef- 
tion for bringing up the report, 

Mr. Hobhoufe ftated his reafons very fully for oppofing the meafure. Firft, 
it was obnoxious to a great majority of the people of Ircland. Next, he 
doubted the competency of the Ith parliament to its adoption. Then he 
urged, that a refident legiflature would be better qualified than a remote 
parliament to remove the internal evils of the country. And laftly, the Irith 
members of the imperial parliament, fenfible of their inferiority in point of 
number and intereft, would fervilely court the favor of the minifier, and that 
acceffion would tend to deftroy the fair balance of the Englifh conftitution. 

Lord Granville Levefon Gower declared himfelf a cordial friend to an 
union, which he confidered as neceflary for the fafety and welfare of both 
countries. 

Mr. Robert Peel, who, in the year 1785, had appeared at the bar as a pe- 
titioner againft the commercial propofitions, declared that the fupport which 
he now gave to the fcheme of incorporation arofe from a change of circum- 
ftances rather than of fentiments, as the former plan, in offering extraordinary 
advantages to an inferior ftate, which had in fome meafure a diverfity of 
intereft, was much lefs expedient than one, which would promote a commu- 
nity of intereft by a completenefs of union. 

Affirming 
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Athrming that both kingdoms would derive additional f{trength and fecu- 
rity from union, he attributed the greater fhare of benefit to Ireland. He 
{tated the cafe of two commercial houfes; one being of the firft refpectability, 
having an immenfe capital, and extending its concerns to every part of the 
globe; the other in a comparatively low fituation, with little property, li- 
mited credit, and confined connexions. A propofal being made by the 
former to take the latter into partnerfhip on equal terms, it might be fup- 
pofed that the offer would be eagerly accepted; and, each party lofing its 
diftinét firm, the two houfes would then become one. 

Lord Temple regarded an union as pregnant with various advantages, one 
of which gave him particular gratification: which was, its anti-jacobin ten- 
dency. 

By union Ireland would exchange her nominal independence, under which 
ihe had fuffered the moft calamitous misfortunes, for fubftantial benefits and 
permanent fecurity. 

Mr. Jones oppofed the Union, and warned the minifter of the danger of 
introducing 100 Irifh members into the Britifh Houfe of Commons, to add 
to his muzzled majority. The day of their appearance might be rued as 
fatal to the independence and happinefs of both countries. 

Lord Morpeth beftowed high praife on the meafure, both in point of policy 
aud of benevolence; and, confidering it as the only fcheme, which could 
correét the vices and fupply the defeéts of the Irifh government, he gave it 
his moft ftrenuous fupport. 

Sir John Mitford (Lord Redefdale) made feveral pointed allufions to the 
do&trines of Thomas Paine, who afferted that parliament could not reform 
itfelf, or correét its abufes, without having recourfe to the advice and autho- 
rity of a convention of the people. The full competency of parliament for 
the enaétment of an union could not be denied; the propriety of the meafure 
was obvious. The prefent government of the Britifh empire was, in one 
point of view, a folecifm in politics. ‘Two independent parliaments formed 
the organ, by which the fovereign will of the ftate was exprefled. Such an 
eftablifhment refembled a monfter with two bodies and one head, the power 
of the head being checked and limited by that of each body. 

‘Colonel Wood agreed with Mr. Addington that the diforders of Ireland 
were to be attributed to radical defeéts in the government of the country. 
In the late rebellion Catholics and Protefiants feemed to have buried all 
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religious differences, confpiring againft the connexion between the kingdoms 
on true jacobinical principles. The return therefore of fuch a rebellion 
would moft effe€lually be prevented by an union. 

Mr. Bankes, Lord Belgrave, General Fitzpatrick, Mr. Pitt, and fome others 
{poke again to the fubje¢t on their former grounds. On a divifion for bring- 
ing up the report, the ayes were 120, the noes 16. 

When the firft refolution had been agreed to by the houfe, Mr. Tierney, 
alleging that this would fufficiently indicate the difpofition of that houfe 
towards an union, moved that the further confideration of the refolutions 
fhould be poftponed for three months; the motion was not feconded, and 
all the refolutions were agreed to. 

The next procedure in this bufinefs was a communication of the votes 
of the commons to the lords, at a conference which took place on the 18th. 
The peers ordered the refolutions to be printed, and fome illuftrative papers 
to be produced. And in order to avoid precipitancy on fo important a fub- 
ject, they allowed a month’s interval for confideration before they entered 
upon the difcuffion. 

From the minifter’s exertions in the Britif fenate to carry the great quef- 
tion of Union, we muft proceed to watch its progrefs in Ireland. In Dublin 
the defeat of the minifter in the Houfe of Commons was confidered as the 
death blow of the Unionifts, and was celebrated in every quarter of the city 
with bonfires and other demonftrations of joy. The violent oppofition, which 
Mr. Fofter gave to the meafure, had fuddenly tranflated him from very gene- 
ral diflike and odium, to the pinnacle of frantic popularity.* Some {hort 
time afterwards the lord mayor, aldermen, and common council went in 
{tate to Molefworth Street, where Mr. Fofter refided, amidft the acclamations 
of thoufands of fpeétators, the band playing “ Long live the king,” to deliver 
an addrefs to him as an honeft man and lover of his country, for not voting 
away the liberty and independence of Ireland. And on the fame day a nu- 
merous body of the merchants and traders of the city of Dublin went in 
proceffion from the Royal Exchange to his houfe, and alfo prefented him 
a moft refpeétful addrefs to the like purport. 


* The public proceedings of the county of Louth on the 14th, and of the city of Dublin on the 
isth of January, 1799, which are to be feen in the Appendix, No. CXVII. fhew in what eftima- 
tion Mr. Fofter then was. 


On 
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On the 28th of January Lord Caftlereagh in the Inith Houfe of Commons 
moved for an adjournment to the 7th of February, in order to engraft his 
further parliamentary proceedings upon the iffue and refult of the debates in 
the Britifh Houfe of Commons. Sir John Parnell oppofed the motion, as 
there never was a moment, in which it was more neceflary for the parliament 
of Ireland to remain vigilant at its poft. For if he were to credit report that 
the Britifl minifter had declared, “that he would unceafingly perfevere in 
“ a meafure refpecting the internal fituation of that country,” to which the 
parliament of Ireland had fo recently and fo decidedly given its negative, 
he trufted the houfe would fee the neceffity of refifting the meafure of adjourn- 
ment, at leaft until they fhould know what were the fentiments of the 
Britifh minifter and the Britifh parliament, when they fhould come to learn 
the fentiments expreffed, and the decifion which took place in the parlia- 
ment of Ireland on that fubject; for it was impoffible the Britifh minifter or 
parliament could have known the fentiments of the parliament of Ireland, 
when they had dcifcuffed the meafure on the very fame day it was rejected there. 
The Britifh minifter, whom he knew to be a man of great talents and great 
wifdom, he was convinced fo foon as he fhould come to know the decifion, 
which had taken place in that houfe upon the fubject, could not be either 
fo impolitic or fo rafh as to perfevere. That houfe and the people of Ireland 
had learnt, fince the decifion of Thurfday laft, to confider the queftion as at 
reft, but the declaration of the Britifh minifter could not fail now to excite 
new alarms, nor could thefe alarms ever be quict in that country, fo long 
as the people could confider the meafure as {till hanging over them; and if 
the Britifh minifier were to perfift in the declaration after the fenfe of the 
Irifh parliament and Irifh people were known to him, it was impoffible for 
any friend to his country, or Britifh connexion, to contemplate the confe- 
quences without the moft ferious alarm. 

Lord Caftlereagh rofe and faid, the right honorable baronet himfelf fur- 
nifhed by his arguments the ftrongeft reafons for the neceflity of the adjourn- 
ment. That houfe would but ill fupport its own dignity, if it were to be 
ruled in its proceedings by the unauthenticated reports of newfpapers; it 
fhould wait for authentic documents, whereon to govern its conduét. But 
what was the language attributed to the Britifh minifter in difcuffing this 
topic in the Britith parliament? Nothing more than what had already been 
ufed by himfelf (Lord C.) in that houfe, merely recommending the meafure 
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of Union to the confideration of parliament, and declaring it to be a meafure, 
in his conception, fo effentially indifpenfable to perpetuate the connexion 
between both kingdoms, to confolidate their mutual ftrength, and promote 
their mutual profperity, that he fhould never lofe fight of it: certainly 
not meaning that he would, or could prefs it againft the Irifli parliament and 
the Irifh people. Little would he deferve to be a minifter, who, though fuch 
a meafure might for the prefent be contrary to the fenfe of parliament and 
of the nation, would bind himfelf by any declaration that might forever 
hereafter preclude him from propounding that or any other meafure for the 
confideration of parliament, which as a.minifter bounden to promote the 
good of the country, he fhould conceive would tend to that defirable end. 

Mr. Barrington oppofed the adjournment, and inveighed againft the fpeech 
of the Britith minifter on the fubjeét. There was not a man within either 
nation more zealoufly attached in loyalty to his king and government than 
hinfelf, nor who-would facrifice more chearfully to the maintenance of both; 
but if the honor and the dignity of the Irifh parliament were to be again 
outraged, by an attempt to prefs upon them the odious meafure of an Union, 
again{ft which that houfe had already contended with fo much fpirit, virtue, 
and honeft indignation, he declared, that he for one would go every length 
to oppofe it in every fhape and in all its ramifications. ‘The people of Ireland 
fhould be told, in the ftrongeft manner, of this daring attack on the indepen- 
dence of their parliament and the liberties of their country; and that houfe 
ought to come forthwith to fome ftrong declaration in affertion of its own 
authority and independence. 

Sir Henry Cavendifh fupported the adjournment. The fenfe of the 
country, he was convinced, was not generally againft the meafure; he had 
converfed that day with a gentleman of great refpectability from the county 
of Cork, who affured him, all that province were decidedly in favor of the 
meafure. 

Honorable Mr. Trench was for the adjournment, as the beft mode of pre- 
venting the agitation of the public mind, fo long anxious upon this queftion 
that it required time to repofe. 

Sir John Freke rofe in confequence of what had fallen from (Sir H. Caven- 
difh) touching the fentiments of the people of Munfter. He had not that 
day converfed with many gentlemen from that country, but he had received 
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letters from fome of the moft refpeétable and beft informed gentlemen in that 
province, which fo far from declaring the people there unanimous in favor of 
an Union, pofitively affured him of the ftrongeft perfuafion, that had the vote 
of Thurfday night paffed in favor of that meafure, the whole province would 
have been the next day in open rebellion; and added, that it would not be 
very fafe for the members, who voted for the meafure to return to that part of 
the country. 

Colonel Bagwell had received feveral letters from fome of the beft informed 
gentlemen in Tipperary, and fo had his colleague, declaring the whole county 
to a man decidedly adverfe to the meafure of an Union. 

Mr. Plunket condemned the declaration of the Britifh minifter, which was 
made under the influence of ignorance and delufion, as to what were the real 
fentiments of the parliament and people of Ireland on the fubjeét of Union. 
The noble lord had intimated that the time might come when the parliament 
and the country would be glad to folicit the meafure, as the only means of 
effectually fecuring tranquillity. He hoped the noble lord did not mean to infi- 
nuate, that meafures would be adopted to produce fuch effeéts in the coun- 
try, as would create the neceflity of fuch a fituation, in order that ‘‘ what was 
‘« fpoken by the prophets might be fulfilled.” He was not overfond of feeing 
a minifter rule the country, who feemed to have a tafte for verifying his own 
predictions as to the neceflity he foretold. 

Several gentlemen, who did not oppofe the adjournment, fpoke for and 
againft the Union. 

The queftion being now put, was carried in the affirmative without further 
oppofition. 

Colonel Maxwell Barry faid, he had no objection to the adjournment, but 
as from the declaration of the Britifh minifter, ftratagem might be appre- 
hended, gentlemen hoftile to the project would fee the necefflity of the fulleft 
attendance throughout the feffion; and he fhould therefore move a call of 
the houfe on the 8th of February. - 

Lord Caftlereagh affured the honorable gentleman nothing could more fa- 
tisfactorily accommodate the government than a full attendance of members 
at all times, as the beft means of expediting the public bufinefs; and with 
re{pect to the queftion of Union, he had already declared his determination 
explicitly, “ that he fhould never bring it forward fo long as it appeared to 
* him repugnant to the fenfe of parliament and the country. 

Colonel 
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Colonel Maxwell Barry obferved, the noble lord could not himfelf anfwer 
for what he might do, as he muft aét according to the inftructions he received 
from the other fide. 

Mr. Martin wifhed the call of the houfe poftponed to a further day, in 
order to give ample time for gentlemen to take the fenfe of their confti- 
tuents. P 

Colonel Maxwell Barry amended his motion to the 11th of February, 
which was agreed to. 

Sir H. Cavendith, after a fhort preface, in which he ftated, that the houfe 
of parliament had been degraded by perfonal outrage and infult to feveral of 
its membcrs, coming to and retiring from that houfe, in confequence of 
votes given in that houfe, moved three refolutions to the following effeét : 

“ That any infult or affault offered to any member of parliament coming 
“ or going from that houfe, in confequence of any thing faid or done in 
** parliament; or any attempt to intimidate any member from any vote in 
“ that houfe; or any tumultuous affemblage of perfons meeting in the paf- 
‘* fages to that houfe, to awe or intimidate its members, to or from any vote, 
** or any meafure, is an high infringement on the privileges of that houfe.” 

Colonel Maxwell Barry declared for himfelf perfonally he had neither 
witneffed nor heard of any fuch infult or violence offered to any member. If 
the right honorable baronet alluded to the joy fhewn by the people on a 
late occafion, he thought, confidering the exultation univerfally felt, the 
conduét of the populace extremely calm and patient before and during the 
difcuffion, and extremely moderate in their exprefiion of triumph on the de- 
feat of the meafure. 

Doétor Browne agreed with Mr. Barrington, who faid he had heard it 
afferted that dav in the hall of the Four Courts, that the right honorable 
baronet had declared his determination to move for the removal of the par- 
liament to Cork, in order to fecure fafety in its deliberations. 

The attorney general faid it was notorious that both the perfons of mem- 
bers had been affaulted and abufed by the moft opprobrious names, their 
houfes attacked by mobs, and themfelves declared traitors to their country, 
for having voted in favor of Union; and that certainly fuch attempts to 
overawe the parliament would warrant its removal to Cork. 

The Right Honorable Denis Browne, in proof of the daring infults, which 
had been offered to the dignity of that houfe, read a paragraph from the 

Dublin 
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Dublin Evening Poft,. calling the minifter of the country and thofe members 
who voted for an Union “ @ corrupt minifter and his corrupt phalane.” It 
was, he faid, his intention to have called the printer to the bar, that night, 
and moved for his committal to Newgate, which he declared he would do 
the very next time he faw fo daring and contumacious a libel in print. The 
houfe adjourned to the 7th of February. 

Out of parliament, the viceroy with the ftrength of the caftle, neglected 
uo means which feemed likely to promote the grand objeét of their withes ; 
by which he gained over occafional profelytes. He was, however, on the 
other hand ftrongly oppofed by many even of his former friends, and found 
the majority of the nation (however defirous of a continuance of connexion) 
hoftile to the fcheme of Union. 

Meetings, in the different counties were encouraged by the Anti-unionifts ; 
and ftrong refolutions were adopted with few difientient voices. The mili- 
tary commanders fometimes interfered, on pretence of preventing the intru- 
fion and violence of the lower claffes; and in more in{tances than one, fome 
over-zealous fubaltern officers (without authority) ufed menace and inti- 
midation in order to deter free difcuffion at thofe meetings. 

The frecholders of Fermanagh on the very day of the laft fitting of parlia- 
ment, added their voices to thofe of the other Anti-unionifts; in the King’s 
County and the fhire of Limerick ftrong declarations were voted againft an 
Union; and in the counties of Monaghan and Clare, the electors thanked 
and applauded the members who had oppofed it. In February, the like courfe 
was purfued by the freeholders of Cavan, Tyrone, and other fhires; but, in 
that of Galway, the archbifhop of Tuam and other refpectable individuals 
warmly declared in favor of Union; and, in the town of Galway, an addrefs 
was voted by many of the inhabitants, maintaining the neceffity of it im 
very concife and forcible language. ‘“ In the conftitution of the empire, as 
“ it at prefent fiands, we difcover the feeds of party animofity and national 
* jealoufy. <A Proteftant parliament and a Catholic people! Hence religious 
“ diffenfion and civil difcord. Two legiflatures in the fame empire! Hence 
** local prejudices and commercial rivalry. By the fettlement of 1782, the 
“ Trifh parliament acquired the mght of independent legiflation—a right 
“equally unfafe to exercife or not to exercife. ‘To exercife it would have 
‘“‘ been to endanger the unanimity, and thereby to hazard the divifion of the 
“ empire; while, by declining to exercife this right, the Infh parliament 

“ brought 
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‘ brought upon itfelf the imputation of abject fubmiflion to the Britith le- 
“ giflature. This imputation begot contempt, that contempt difcontent, 
‘* and that difcontent rebellion. For this radical defeé& in the polity of the 
“ empire, we can fee but one remedy; and that remedy is an Union.” 

In the commercial city of Cork, a great difunion prevailed; for, while 
many of the traders and other inhabitants were zealous for the minifterial 
fcheme, a great number were hoftile to it. Above 700 of the latter figned 
and publifhed an addrefs of thanks to the parliamentary Anti-unionifts in 
general, and to the Earl of Charlemont and Mr. Fofter in particular, which 
were anfwered by thofe two gentlemen. 

While the public mind was in that ftate of agitation, the fpeech which Mr. 
Pitt delivered on the 23d of January, was circulated throughout the nation 
with more than ordinary induftry, and fome of that minifter’s remarks, as 
interpreted by the Anti-unionifts, increafed the public ferment. 

When the Irith Houfe of Commons met on the 7th of February according 
adjournment, there not being forty members in it, the fpeaker adjourned to 
the next day, when a complaint was made to the houfe of feveral paragraphs* 

that 


* < 28th of January, 1799. 

«18 Com. Journ. p.17. A more diforderly debate fcarcely ever we believe took place in any 
“ of the affemblies of France fince the beginning of the revolution, than in the Irifh Houfe of 
“© Commons on the queftion refpecting the Union; the fpeeches of thofe who were in favor of the 
‘© meafure were received with hiffes and groans, and thofe who were adverfe were cheared with 
‘« the plaudits and huzzas, not only of the members but of the galleries; the tribunes of the French 
‘© affemblies perhaps never interfered in a manner more likely to influence the deliberation than 
‘ the ftrangers upon this occafion are faid to have done; the moft opprobrious language was held 
““ by fome of the opponents to the meafure towards its fupporters, and it is a fact that many of 
«* the latter left the houfe, not chufing to remain in fo tumultuous an affembly.” 

«© agth January, 1799. 

“¢ We are well affured that more than ten or twelve members of the Irifh Houfe of Commons 
‘© who are favorable to the Union, left the houfe on the night the addrefs was debated, difgufted . 
‘« by the violent and licentious condu& which the ftrangers in the galleries were allowed to purfue ; 
‘« the moft urgent entreaties were vain to induce them to ftay ; but had they ftaid it is evident that 
«' the queftion would have been carried by a majority of more than a dozen.” 

30th of January, 1799. 

‘© We fhould have given much more weight to the decifion of the Irifh Houfe of Commons upon 
the fubjeét of a Union, if the point had been coolly and difpaffionately argued there ; but to a 
queftion carried as it has been, we fhall be excufed if we fay, that we cannot look upon it as the 
deliberative opinion of that aflembly or of the people at large. 
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that had appeared in the Sun, an Englifh newfpaper, generally confidered to 
be under the immediate direétion and controul of the Britith minifter. This 
therefore was confidered by the Anti-unionifts as a part of the fcheme of the 
Britith miniftry to force the Union upon them, and they accordingly refolved, 
nem. con. that thofe Englifh newfpapers, in which the falfe, fcandalous, and 
malicious libels were contained and publithed, fhould be burned by the hands 
of the common hangman, in College Green, and that the theriffs of Dublin 
fhould attend to fee the fame done accordingly. Although the horrors of 
the late rebellion had now merged in the feelings and irritation created by 
the queftion of Union, ftill the old means of proclaiming different diftriéts to 
be in a ftate of difturbance were reforted to: and it is not a little remarkable, 
that the firft county proclaimed to be in that ftate, was that of Galway, on 
the 12th of February, in which county the earlieft and moft vigorous exer- 
tions had been made in favor of Union: whence many concluded, that the 
advocates for that meafure, fuch as were the Earl of Clanricarde, and moft of 
the nobility and gentry of that county, confidered that it would be the more 
effectually carried, the more the people were fubjeéted to * military rule and 
influence. 


‘“« The vote of the Irifh Houfe of Commons goes to fay, that they will not even entertain the 
“© queftion of a Union, they will not accept of any terms. Give them al] the advantages and pri- 
*« vileges of Britifh fubjeGts, they rejeét them with difdain: nay the very offer they call an infult. 
“© Ts this the voice of reafon ? or is it the clamor of faétion ?” 

* It appears from a paper prefented by Lord Caftlereagh to the Houfe of Commons on the pre- 
ceding day (11th February) of the eftimate of the charge of the regiments ferving in Ireland, and 
belonging to the Britith eftablithment, that they amounted to 28,201 men, viz. (18 Com, Journ, 
Appendix, No. XLIX.) 

Numbers. 
1048 Battalion of firft foot guards, ten companies, (flank companies not included.) 
2066 Ditto of Coldftream, and ditto of 3d foot guards, fame rate. 
712 Firft battalion of 1ff (or Royal) regiment of foot. 
2186 Three regiments more at fame rate, viz. 2d, 29th, and ged, late 100th. 
588 Second battalion of Breadalbane fencible infantry. 
817 Bedford regiment of militia. 
1159 Worcefter ditto. 
1169 North Gloucefter ditto. 
1634 Royal Bucks ditto, 
1158 South Devon ditto. 
1126 Dorfet ditto, 
Vor. If. ad ifhes 
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Perfonal applications were made by Lord Cornwallis to fuch of the mem- 
bers of the Irifh parliament, and perfons of influence and power in the coun- 
try, as prudence direéted: and the amiable and refpeétable qualities of the 
viceroy certainly procured a great preponderance of intereft in favor of the 
Union from perfons, who probably would otherwife have oppofed it.* 

The 


1047 South Lincoln ditto. 
1443 Leicefter ditto. 

4278 Kent ditto. 

1275 Hertford ditto. 

1358 Weft Suffolk ditto. 
1280 Firft Lancafhire ditto. 
1877. Warwick ditto. 


23201 


* ‘The avowed fentiments of that great ftatefman, the Marquis of Lanfdown, upon this fubje&, 
may well be prefumed to have ftrongly affe€&ted many gentlemen lefs competent or likely to have 
formed their own opinions upon that important meafure than the noble marquis. In his fpeecl: 
upon the Union, on the 19th of March, he thus exprefled himfelf. ‘‘ (8 Parl. Reg. p. 285.) I 
‘© hate the word competence. I hate the word rights. I would not be within an hundred miles of 
‘€ the difcuffion of either, if I could help it. I care nothing for your majority of five in the Houfe 
“« of Commons. I would rather adhcre to the opinion of one fenfible, unbiaffed man, than a ma- 
“€ jority of feventy others, who are heated by a party debate, or the views of a faction. I do not 
“€ think that minifters have much real knowledge upon the fubje@; it is pretty clear they have not, 
‘* from what has happened. I have no knowledge myfelf upon this point. I am no Diffenter ; 
“* nor am I Catholic. But for my own part, I fhould have great confidence in the judgment, as 


we 


well as the conduct of the prefent lord lieutenant. He is of no party. He is brave, and he is 
‘€ wife; for he is cautious as well as intrepid. Let him pledge his honor to the propricty of any 
“© meafure, and I fhall be much difpofed to affent to it.” 

On the other hand, as Lord Rokeby was applied to by letter, his anfwer to the lord lieutenant will 


not be uninterefting to the curious reader : 


«© My Lorn, ITorton, near Hythe, Kent, 22d Jan. 1799. 
‘TY HOLD myfelf highly honored by the application expreffed to me in your 
‘ lordfhip’s letter of the 11th inftant ; and the more fo, as I am fully confident, that your lordthip 
“© expects or defires from me no other than a plain and fincere anfwer to it. 
«© Give me leave to fay then, that confidering, as I do, a peerage of Ireland to be conferred and 
“* accepted as a great and almoft facred truft for the good, benefit, and advantage of the Irifh na- 
‘€ tion, and fo to be executed, I cannot give my confent and concurrence to remove from their 
“© country their own legiflature by a Icgiflative Union with Great Britain. I {peak this, as being 
‘** my public duty towards the people of Ireland. 
“« As a Briton and Englifhman, I cannot but frequently and feelingly refle@, how very different 
the 


OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. O23 


The determined perfeverance of the Britifh minifter im a plan of fo much 
utility to the empire at large, was not to be checked by the firmnefs of the 
Irith oppofition. 

On the 19th of March, Lord Grenville opened the bufinefs in the Britith 
Houfe of Peers. In the performance of his duty, it afforded him fome relief, he 
faid, to find that the two main points on which the refolutions were founded, 
had been fufficiently eftablithed to preclude the neceffity of dwelling upon 
them. Thefe were, that the legiflature of Ireland had an independent right 
of deciding upon any propofal of Union as fully as the parliament of Great 
Britain, and that the intereft of the empire at large, and of every branch of 
it in particular, required the maintenance and improvement of the connexion 
between the countries. So far from being unfeafonable, he was of opinion, 
that it was highly expedient and politic to enter upon a {peedy inquiry into 
the merits of the meafure. Its nature had been mifconceived in Ireland; the 
views of its advocates had been mifreprefented; prejudices and unfounded 
alarms had thrown an odium on the propofition. ‘To diffipate fuch delufions, 
and repel fuch affaults, early deliberation was neceflary, that national ani- 
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the ftate of Ireland was about four or five years ago, from what it has been fince; although it is, 
beyond doubt, exceedingly. bettered by the wife, mild, and benevolent government of your lord- 
fhip. Surely then it much behoves fome men well and {erioufly to revolve within themfelves, 
what and whofe counfels and fyftem they have been, that have thus brought the Irifh nation to 
their prefent difpofition and fituation from the temper and attachment to us, which fo generally and 
warmly prevailed with them no longer ago than in the time of Lord Fitzwilliam. What a change! 
Are not fuch ways of proceeding and governing, the doing ourfelves the work of our enemies. 

“* It is therefore moft earneftly to be defired, that our refponfible ftatefmen and minifters will 
duly and deeply confider, whether the propofed ftep is more likely to reconcile really our fifter 
kingdom to England, or ultimately to exafperate and inveterate it in a greater degree againft us, 
before they proceed in fo extremely important, or, perhaps, almoft defperate meafires. , 

«* Whether this diftant and remote parliamentary election may not, by an addition to the power 
and influence of the crown, affect likewife our conftitution at home ; and whether no fuch event 
has, by a fimilar circumftance, ever already taken place in our own ifland, may, perhaps, be too 
tender a point for me to enter into. 
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«« Such are, however, the humble, but fincere fentiments of a retired old man, who is nearer to 
ninety than to eighty years of age. I hope and truft, that your lordfhip will be pleafed to accept 
them in good part as a refpeétful, although plain anfwer on the fubject of the application made by 
“« your lordfhip to me. 

«¢ J have the honor to be, 


ce Nigga ord, ac. 
oer * RoKeEBy.” 


aD mofity 


Q24 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


mofity might not be embittered or inflamed. into a decifive rejection of the 
offer. It could not juftly be thought an ill compliment to the commons of 
Ireland to difcufs a fcheme which they had not finally exploded, though it 
did not appear to have received their {trong approbation. 

In examining the ftate of connexion between the kingdoms, his lordfhip 
obferved, that the fettlement in 1782 did not fupply the link, which by the 
abrogation of the former fy{tem was deftroyed? It did not provide both for 
the independence of the parliament of Ireland, and for the clofe connexion 
fo effentially requifite for the common interefts of the two countries. The 
fuppofed identity of the regal power in both was the only bond and fecurity 
of that connexion. That in a pure and unmixed monarchy might be fuff- 
cient; becaufe the power of the fovereign could be exerted in the fame man- 
ner in every part. The cafe, however, was different in a mixed government, 
where the exercife of authority was limited by the different privileges of its 
component parts. In Holland, for inftance, from the time of Sir William 
Temple to the late fubverfion of the government of that country, every 
friend to the united ftates had lamented the imperfeét connexion which fub- 
fifted between them, and every enemy had availed himfelf of the defeét. The 
Americans, on the eftablifhment of their independence, had experienced a 
fimilar inconvenience. The power which exifted in each of the federal ftates 
was found to be too great, and that of the whole too feeble. It had been 
thought neceffary, therefore, to abridge the authority of the ftates indi- 
vidually, to draw clofer the general union, and to enlarge the authority, by 
which the whole was governed and holden together. Even now, perhaps, it 
was one of the principal defeéts in the conftitution of the American ftates, _ 
that the power of each was too extenfive, and that of the general legiflature 
and government too weak for the public intereft and fecurity. The want of 
a general government, to direct the efforts and employ the refources of the 
whole confederacy, had contributed to the ruin of Switzerland. Had that 
country potfeffed a government capable of employing and direéting its united 
ftrength, it might have oppofed an effeétual refiftance to the violence and in- 
jufiice of its perfidious enemy. 

Confidering the fuppofed bond of connexion between Great Britain and 
Ireland, his lordfhip did not hefitate to fay, that it was abfolutely null. If by 
the conftitution the royal power could foar above the control of parliament, 
the regal identity might operate as a medium of connexion; but, if the par- 
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liament could check that power, and the crown required the aid of the le- 
giflature even for ordinary occafions of government, the connexion was nu- 
gatory while each realm had a diftiné parliament. 

The noble fecretary proceeded to treat in detail of the chief branches of 
the royal prerogative, with a view of illuftrating the manner, in which they 
were or might be exercifed in the two kingdoms. He argued diftinctly upon 
the exercife of the ecclefiaftical, military, fifcal, and political prerogatives of 
the crown, and plainly fhewed how it might be checked and perverted from 
the conftitutional ends of vefting them in the executive, by the poffible (and 
as had aétually happened in the cafe of the regency) difcordance of indepen- 
dent parliaments. In the prefent ftate of connexion, he contended, that the 
crown itfelf might give rife to a conteft. The title to the crown was created by 
parliament, which was at all times competent to alter it. On what foundation 
then did the fucceflion reft? It was regulated by the aét of annexation: the 
Irifh parliament was independent, and might vary the tenure, as well as that 
of Great Britain. Hence it was necetfary for the general intereft of the em- 
pire, that fome meafures fhould be taken for ftrengthening this connexion. 
In the adjuftment of a fcheme of this nature, the local interetts of Ireland 
claimed particular attention; and indeed the propofed plan would confolidate 
and extend thofe interefts. The evils of that kingdom obvioufly called for a 
fpeedy remedy. The prefent government unfortunately had not grown up 
with the habits of the people. The Englifh connexion was begun among 
them by the worft of all conqnefts, one that was incomplete and partial. At 
different times the invaders made occafional progrefs; and renewed hoftilities 
kept alive the flame of animofity. 

His lordfhip then went into an hiftorical difquifition of the progrefs of that 
country to civilization and its prefent ftate. The good confequences of 
Union would quickly appear, in the progrefs of civilization, the prevalence of 
order, the increafe of induftry and wealth, and the improvement of moral 
habits. ‘The Hibernian Proteftants would feel themfelves fecure under the 
protection of a Proteftant imperial parliament; and the anxiety of the Catho- 
lics would be allayed by the hope of a more candid examination of their 
claims from a parliament not influenced by the prejudices of a local Jegifla- 
ture. A free admiflion of the Catholics into the Irifh parliament might lead 
to a fubverfion of its conftitution; but all fear of their preponderancy would 
vanifh under a general legiflature, as they then would be far outnumbered by 

the 
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the Proteftants. The animofities of thefe rival parties would be allayed ; and 
a tranquillity which Ireland had rarely enjoyed would be the pleafing refult. 
He then touched upon the real point in difpute. It was abfurd to fuppofe, 
that the independence of Ireland would be facrificed in the event of an 
Union. It would ftill remain, and even derive frefh vigor from being con- 
folidated with the proudeft and moft folid independence that ever was en- 
joyed. Before the Union which took place in 1707, England and Scotland 
were, in fact, lefs independent than when they afterwards compofed the king- 
dom of Great Britain. By this Union, each kingdom had become more 
independent of foreign nations, and more independent, if he could fo fpeak, 
of human events; each had become mere powerful, and had increafed in 
profperity. In like manner, if this legiflative Union fhould take place, no 
individual would fuffer in dignity, rank, or condition; but, in a national 
view, all would receive an addition. When the Union with Scotland was in 
agitation, loud clamors arofe againft it; but time had fhewn, that they were 
ill-founded. It was promotive of the general interefts of the empire to con- 
fult the interefts of every component part of it; and, as this had proved true 
with regard to Scotland, in confequence of an union with that country, fo, 
he was perfuaded, a fimilar meafure would operate with refpeét to Ireland. 
Nothing could be adduced as a more powerful motive to Union, than that 
both countries were affailed by a common enemy, whofe aim was to deftroy 
Great Britain by making Ireland the medium of that mifchief. Before the 
Union with Scotland, it was alfo the aim of the French to render that coun- 
try fubfervient to their infidious defigns. At prefent, the chief hope of re- 
fiftance to the tyrannical power of France feemed to reft on Great Britain; 
and Ireland, in her weak and difordered fiate, could look to this country 
alone for fupport. Her independence was effentially involved in her con- 
nexion with Britain; and, if fhe fliould fliake off that tie, fhe would fall 
under the French yoke. 

His lordihip now moved the firft refolution, and intimated, that he fhonld 
afterwards requeft the houfe to vote an addrefs favorable to the adjuftment 
of a complete Union. 

Earl Fitzwilliam declined an ample difcuffion of the fubjeét, becaufe he 
deemed the agitation of it unfeafonable. It would tend to intlame diffention, 
and impair the ftrength and vigor of the empire. The rebellion in Ireland 
had arifen from a difunion between the different ranks of the community, 

and 


OFTHE STATE OF TRELAND. 027 


and a mixture of religious and political animofity. The fame caufes had 
long been produétive of evil; but it was not probable, that a meafure repug- 
nant to the feelings of the majority of the nation would operate as a remedy. 
If the evils of the country, as fome alleged, arofe from a feparate legiflature, 
would an Union annihilate the Britifh influence, which prevailed in that le- 
giflature? Would it not ftill be paramount after the conjunétion of the two 
parliaments ? 

Upon the fubjeé& of the diftin€tions between the orders, would they be re- 
medied by an incorporated Union? Had the noble lord faid any thing to 
induce the houfe to believe, that thefe diftinétions would be relieved by an 
Union? He had heard, indeed, fomething of an infinuation thrown out. 
But had the houfe, or the people of Ireland, any thing of greater weight than 
that infinuation? If it were meant to conciliate the Catholics and the lower 
orders of people, and that was to be doue by an incorporated Union, it would 
firft be neceflary to fhew them how much they would be benefited by it. 
Many perfons, who were amongft the brighteft ornaments of the ftate, were 
at prefent fhut out of the legiflature. Who would tell him, that the Proteftant 
intereft would be endangered by the admiffion of a Catholic lord in that 
houfe: yet this, with all the niggard jealoufy, fit only for the darkeft minds, 
was refufed. Did any one at that time of day believe, that the family of the 
Stuarts would be fupported by the Catholics? And yet the benches of the 
houfe were bare of thofe, who, in point of birth-right, had as much right to 
a feat in the houfe as any of their lordfhips. The noble lord had faid, that 
the tefts required in the army of Ireland, and in the army of England, were 
different. They were fo. In Ireland they had admitted the Catholics into 
the army; in England they were excluded. Would the Catholics then be 
conciliated by getting into a more narrow-minded legiflature ? An incorpo- 
rated Union did not promife that which they required: it put them rather at 
a greater diftance. The whole arguments of the noble lord tended to thew, 
that both countries, when incorporated, would be ftronger and better. But 
the inconveniences, ftated as likely to arife from a feparate legiflature, had 
exifted from the moft ancient times. It was not from 1782 only, but long 
before that period, that all aéts of imperial concern had been done by the 
Inth parlianient. In the declaration of war in 1778 and 1757, their lordfhips 
would find, that his majefty had communicated fuch declarations to the Irith 
parliament. They had the power of deliberating upon it, and of courfe, as 
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the noble lord had faid properly, of deciding. The houfe then had the ex- 
perience of ages, that the dangers apprehended from a feparate legiflature had 
not arifen. Why, then, it was next to be confidered, whether this were the 
proper time for an Union. On the part of Great Britain he would fay—Do 
you with to introduce into the Britifth parliament the rebellion of Ireland? , 
Do you wifh to introduce the reprefentatives of Ireland—Reprefentatives 
elected by the free electors of Ireland? Oh! no, no, by Britifh bayonets. 
By fuch, fhould there be a diffolution under fuch aufpices muft the general 
election be carried on, with an army not only in poffeffion of the fword, but 
having the law in its difpofal. Could Great Britain then have any thing but 
the reprefentatives of an army? Was this the body which their lordfhips de- 
fired to have? Was this the period, in which it was wifhed to introduce fuch 
reprefentatives ? 

His lordihip faid he fhould now proceed to ftate fomething perfonal to 
himfelf, and for the mention of which, he had to apologize to their lordfhips. 
A reprefentation of the circumitances, under which he went to Ireland had been 
given, and it was upon that point, that he begged to give fome explanation. 
“‘ T have underftood (faid his lordfhip), that it has been ftated in another 
place, that during my adminiftration in Ireland, I was never required to 
retract what I had been directed by government to propofe. If it has 
been ftated, that I never received orders to bring forward the queftion of 
Catholic emancipation on the part of government, I admit that ftatement 
to be true. But in juftification of the part I took at that period, (and in 
my confcience I believe the events that occurred have led to the evils that 
now exift, and have ftamped the doom of that ill-fated country) it is necef- 
fary to thefe ftatements I fhould add a fhort hiftory of the tranfaction. 
Yielding to the argument of not wifhing to entangle government in diffi- 
culties upon the fubjeét at that period, I admit, that under orders clearly 
underftood by me, not to give rife to or bring forward the queftion of Ca- 
tholic emancipation on the part of government, I affumed the government 
“ of Ireland. But in yielding to this argument, I entered my proteft againft 
refitting the queftion, if it {hould be brought forward from any other quar- 
ter; and I made moft diftinét declarations, that in cafe of its being fo 
brought forward, it fhould receive my full fupport. With thefe declarations 
“ Taffumed the government of Ireland. This I ftate upon my honor. I 
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* fhould not have introduced it, had I not deemed it neceflary to give this 
“* explanation.” 

Lord Grenville obferved, in reply, that the noble earl admitted, that he 
went over with orders not to bring forward the Catholic queftion: but he 
had no recollection of any fuch proteft and declaration, as were alluded to 
by the noble earl. Where was the paper? Earl Fitzwilliam replied, he was 
forry the noble lord fhould not have it in his recolleétion, that he entered his 
proteft, not on paper, but in his prefence, againft afluming the government of 
Ireland but under the circumftance, that if the meafure fhould be brought 
forward from any other quarter, he fhould give it his full fupport. 

The Marquis of Lanfdowne faid, that he moft cordially concurred in every 
thing that was afferted by the noble earl in favor and in praife of the Roman 
Catholics. He muft obferve, however, that this fubjeét had no relation to 
the queftion immediately before the houfe, or to the fituation of the Irith 
Roman Catholics, though, indeed, the adoption of the propofed Union 
might ultimately tend to do the Roman Catholics the juftice they deferved. 
But now, as to a large and general queftion, he was by no means furprifed 
that at firft fight it was objected to as improper to be difcuffed at the prefent 
moment. Moft undoubtedly, fuch a meafure fhould be the work of peace 
and of time; it fhould be the refult of difpaffionate judgment and of calm 
confideration. It was not, however, the firft queftion to be examined: there 
were other queftions, the confideration of which fhould precede that of the 
Union; and one of them was, whether it was poffible for the affairs of Ireland 
to go on as they were governed ; the other, if an Union were to take place, 
what fhould be the nature of that Union. He enumerated the moft remark- 
able events of the Irifh hiftory from the year 1767; and obferved upon the 
cafe of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, that his pofthumous attainder was an aét of 
flagrant tyranny. From the late prevalence of diforder and calamity, he was 
confident, that fuch a government.could not much longer fubfift. The evils 
of the country required a fpeedy remedy; and an union promifed a more 
efficacious cure than any other meafure, which could be devifed. It was at all 
times defirable, at that indifpenfable. The danger to which the Britifh domi- 
nions were expofed rendered fuch a ftep neceffary, to obviate irreparable mif- 
chief or prevent total ruin. The Orange and the Green, the Diffenter aud 
the Catholic; the Diffenter, Catholic, and Churchman, when attacked by a 
common enemy, called out by inftin& for an Union betwixt each other. 
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What ought the three kingdoms, when menaced by an inveterate and power- 
ful foreign enemy, what muft they do but unite, or be divided and crufhed. 

He then adverted to the proceedings of the year 1782, not from an idea of 
conneétion between that topic and the fubje@ under difcuffion, but becaufe 
frequent reference had been made to that fettlement in the debates of both 
parliaments. Its authors, he faid, had no idea of effecting a legiflative union ; 
nor did they by any means declare againft fuch a fcheme. 

In pointing out the chief requifites* of an union, he mentioned the neceflity 
of confolidating the armies of the two countriesf for, unlefs there fhould be 
fuch an union of the military eftablifhmerts as might afford an opportunity 
of faying with truth that there was only one army, it might be faid, with 
regard to the affairs of the Britifh empire, “ Chaos is come again.” The 
navy alfo fliould be one, furnifhed by the united zeal of the whole commu- 
nity ; for it would refemble patch-work, if one part of the empire fhould 
fupply a fhip and a half, another a quarter, and a third a different quota. 
There fhould, at the fame time, be only one fyftem of law. Commerce was 
the next point to be confidered ; and this ought to be on an equal footing in 
both countries. The concerns of finance ought alfo to be affimilated ; and, 
in fhort, the union, to be effeétive, ought to be fubftantial and complete. 
Some might fay, that moft of thefe points were already gained; but, as they 
were in danger of being loft by the jealoufy of the two nations, he wifhed to 
render them permanent by an Union. 

There was one point which was by no means fettled, and which ought to 
be well fettled before any Union could be of any avail—that was, the difpofi- 
tion of the people of Ireland. He knew not how far they might mifunder- 
ftand their true interefts, nor to what violence they might be led: upon this 
fubje& it was manifeft that minifters had mifled themfelves; they were igno- 
rant of the difpofitions of the parliament of Ireland ; for, if they had thought 
they would have been out-voted, they would not have brought the fubje& 
forward ; but fince it was clear, that if they knew fo little of the parliament, 
they muft know very little of the difpofition of the people of Ireland of other 


* The noble marquis referred to a pamphlet of Dean Tucker, which he obferved in few pages 
contained more fenfe, as well as more patriotifm upon this fubje@t, than the many volumes that had 
been written upon it. 

+ See what has been before faid upon the inconyeniency of the effects of the exifting laws relative 
to the army. 
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deferiptions. With regard to the Catholics, they were now in a ftate of irri- 
tability and vexation: their emancipation was a thing, which it was vain to 
attempt to ftop; it was too late to try. They crawled upon all fours; they 
had been allowed to ftand upon two: and it was idle to think that they would 
not look their governors in the face. The thing was gone by: it was filly to 
fay, they were forry that any thing was done for the Catholics; they ought 
to rejoice at it, and chearfully finifh all they had begun upon that fubject. 
There was nothing to fear from it. Thofe who thought there was, ought to 
look at the condition of the Pope—ought to look at the ftate of France; 
they would then fee that there was no fear from any body of men, on account 
of the religion which they profeffed. That fpecies of deception was gone. 
{* The queftion, (faid the noble marquis) is not what religion we fhall have, 
“ but whether you fhall be permitted to have any? It is not whether this, 
“ or that, religion fhall be deftroyed? Under this fituation of things, every 
“ good man is called upon to join the ftandard of Jefus Chrift—keep the reli- 
“ gion of Jefus Chrift—any religion is better than none: at all events unite 
“ to oppofe and keep from entering among you thofe who have no religion, 
“* and who are enemies to all.” 

A member, whom he did not know perfonally, (Mr. Dobbs) but whofe 
fpeeches in the Irifh houfe he admired, had faid of the people of Ireland, 
“ treat them fairly and juftly, avow at once your objeét, and if it be juft, I 
“ will pledge myfelf for their acquiefcence.” He would add to the {peech of 
that fenfible man, and fay, do not come forward with your hefitating, 
“ perhaps,” or, “ it may be,” or, ‘“* we will confider,” or any fuch ambi- 
guity, but come boldly forward at once, and tell them fincerely what you 
intend doing. Speak to them as men that are free, and determined to be 
free. In all the affairs of life fincerity has fucceeded nine times out of ten ; 
and although the mafs of the people of Ireland were to be pitied for want of 
education, yet he knew, from the experience of forty years, that liberality 
was never ill requited by them. 

There ought to be no tricking, no intrigue, in their proceedings; let them 
gain their point by manly and honorable dealing, not procure fuccefs by cor- 
ruption, or enforce acquiefcence by terror. 

The prefent was an awful period—the conteft was ferious and alarming. 
If wifdom jhould not interpofe, a rupture might arife between the rich and 
the poor, calamitous to both parties, but more particularly to the latter. 

"BS The 
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The greateft prudence and the moft vigilant caution were neceffary to fecure 
the Britifh empire amidi{t the convulfions of neighbouring ftates. It was his 
earneft wifh that Great Britain and Ireland might ftand like two rocks in the 
fea unmoved by ftorms, and that the inhabitants of both iflands might form 
the moit cordial and complete union for the prefervation of property, law, 
order, morality, and religion. 

Earl Camden fpoke chiefly in defence of his own adminiftration of Ireland. 
He denied that the recall of Earl Fitzwilliam was produétive of diforder or dif- 
affection, and athrmed that the rigorous proceedings of the government were 
rendered neceffary by that feditious fpirit which exifted independently of the 
Catholic queftion. He declared, that all the feverities imputed to his admi- 
niftration, were preceded by aéts of outrage, of infurreétion, or of rebellion. 
He allowed, that his conduct in adopting aétive and vigorous meafures, and 
apprehending fome of the leaders, did accelerate the rebellion; but, as the 
fame fteps facilitated its fuppreflion, he did not think that he could juftly be 
blamed. 

He then pronounced his decided opinion in favor of an Union, for the bene- 
fit of both countries. There was one part of this fubjeét, upon which he could 
not fpeak but with great delicacy, and that was, with refpeét to the Irith 
parliament. He had upon every occafion during his refidence in that country, 
obferved the energy and vigor of the parliament of that country; but ftill he 
felt himfelf bound to fay, that he thought a better form of government 
neceffary for Ireland, and therefore it was that he fhould give his affent to 
this meafure. 

The Marquis Townfhend promifed to vote for the meafure; but he was 
apprehenfive that every attempt to render the Irish nation happy, would be 
inefficacious, unlefs a due obedience to the laws fhould be enforced by refi- 
dent magiftrates—unlefs the itinerant Catholic priefts fhould be prevented 
from giving abfolution for offences, the ftewards, and other agents of the 
landlords be checked in their career of oppreffion, and the morals of the 
lower claffes of the people be improved by the care of their fuperiors. 

Lord Clifton (Earl of Darnley in Ireland) declared his preference of a 
legiflative Union to any other mode of connexion, but doubted the praética- 
bility of the meafure. The Englith, in general, he faid, knew little more of 
the affairs of Ireland than of thofe of China; in the prefent cafe, they repre- 
fented what was almoft the univerfal fenfe of the nation as the voice of cabal 
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or the cry of faétion. The voluntary affent of the Irifh, he feared, could not 
be obtained; and coercion would be highly impolhtic and unjuft. He there- 
fore wifhed that the {cheme might be fufpended. 

Lord Hobart,* while he approved the conduét, which the Irith parliament 
had purfued for many years, was convinced that a legiflature, conftituted as 
that was, could not give fatisfaétion to the people. His meaning was, that 
a Proteftant parliament could never fatisfy a nation, of which three-fourths 
were Catholics. On this ground his determination to fupport the queftion 
of a legiflative Union principally refted. 

Lord Rawdon (Earl of Moira in Ireland) declared that no one would more 
heartily concur in the propofed meafure than himfelf, if it fhould meet the 
approbation of the greater part of the Irifh community: but, as it had ex- 
cited general difguft and vigorous oppofition, he was convinced of the danger 
of profecuting the fcheme. Even if the Inith parliament fhould be difpofed to 
adopt it, the difinclination of the people ought to have been deemed a fuffi- 
cient ground for relinquifhing it: otherwife we might nourifh in delufive 
fecurity a fecret fire, which might ultimately confume the vitals of the empire. 
If he fhould admit the probability of a change in the difpofition of the people, 
he muft contend, as the meafure was to be fufpended, that it was at leaft im- 
prudent to pledge the Britith parliament to fpecific refolutions, which might 
be fuperfeded by the future relative fituation of the countries. Was it to be 
fuppofed, that the tenor of the refolutions would alter the fentiments of the 
Irifh nation with regard to a meafure, which they had contemplated in the 
aggregate with fuch diftafte? Were the provifions judicioufly calculatcd to 
promote fuch an effect? By one of the refolutions the teft act was to be ftill 
operative againft the Catholics and the Proteftant Diifenters of Ireland. 
Did not this go to eftablith a ftrong jealoufy, if not eftrangement, in the 
breafts of fuch a majority of that community, whofe confidence and concur- 
rence were fo defirable? The earl had predicted, that the fyftem of govern- 
ment which had been purfued in that country could not go on, and he had 
unfortunately proved too true a prophet. That, however, was not a confe- 
quence flowing from the conftitution of Ireland: it was folely the refult of a 
frantic exercife of feverities on the part of government, as much in contempt 
of that very conftitution as in defiance of every principle of policy, that had 
hitherto been current among men. 


* Now fecretary of ftate for the war department. 
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He animadverted on feveral parts of the fpeech of Lord Grenville, particu- 
larly on that, in which the fecretary had faid, that a cafe might occur iv 
which the parliament of Ireland might refufe to pay the troops, and feemed to 
think that his pofition on this ground of arguinent was ftrengthened by the 
difference of the teft taken by the military body of Ireland from that, whiclr 
was taken by the troops of England: but a man might bea brave foldier, and 
a trufty fupporter of his country’s caufe, even though he fhould believe that 
there were feven facraments ; in faét, there was no feparate regular Irifh army; 
his majefty might call away any regiment to this country, and replace it by 
another from England, without any explanation to the legiflature of Ireland. 
There was, indeed, a ftipulation that Ireland fhould have a certain number of 
troops for her defence; and thofe troops fhe engaged to pay. ° But the fecre- 
tary argued that the might refufe to pay them. So might the Britifh parlia- 
ment refufe to pay the army in this ifland. ‘The queftion, by which the houfe 
ought to form an opinion refpeéting the expediency of bringing forward 
thofe refolutions, was not what the Irifh ought to think, but what they did 
really think upon the fubjeét. Whether juftly or not, it appeared, they did 
think the demand upon Ireland was nothing lefs than the whole body of her 
laws, her rights, her liberties, her independent parliament, the blood, the 
labor, the wealth and refources of the people. And under what circumftances 
did the mafs of the Irifh nation come to weigh fuch a fuppofed demand? 
Difgufted by recent outrages, {till fmarting from the lath of late feverities, 
and irritated by threats of continued infli¢tion, how was it to be fuppofed, 
that they could meet with temper the propofition for drawing clofer the ties 
by which, they had been mifchievoutly told, all their paft fufferings were occa- 
fioned? For it was one of the moft ferious evils of the late troubles, that 
thofe who were trampling upon the feelings, the properties, and the lives of 
their fellow-creatures, difguifed their own paffions under the profeffion, that 
fuch acts of violence were neceflary for the prefervation of Englith conneétion ; 
thereby falfely reprefenting Englifth conneétion, which ought to be the 
fource of every blefling to Ireland, as the {pring from which all their calamities 
had flowed. The Ivith government {tigmatized with the name of rebellion 
that which was only indignation at fome unconttitutional meafures; and, 
having once made the charge againft its opponents, thence deduced the neht 
and the neceflity of abandoning the paths of the law, and of making its own 
conception of expediency the exclufive rule of conduct towards the multi- 
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tude. The legiflature readily lent its aid in paffing the moft fevere penal 
ftatutes, and thefe even their angry and vindictive miniftry foon refufed to 
abide by.. Any thing that bore the femblance of law was too tardy for their 
impatient fpirit. Forgetting that the corrective conduét of a government 
ought to be fober as well as firm, dignified and conciliating as well as vigo- 
rous, they even feemed to affeét the peevifhnefs of individual animofity; and in 
that temper they proceeded with eagle fwiftnefs and more than eagle fiercenefs 
to pafs-a fweeping condemnation of the whole people of Ireland. Mercy, 
juftice, and policy, were left far behind, as unprofitable aflociates. 

He did not accufe Earl Camden of having given directions for fuch hor- 
rible outrages; but hinted, that the viceroy, being taught by the cabinet to 
believe that extraordinary rigor was neceflary, had connived at exceffes which 
arofe from that fyftem. If it were true, that fo great a proportion of the adult 
and effeétive population of the country as 500,000 had engaged in the trai- 
terous confpiracy, it was the greateft cenfure that could be pafied on any go- 
vernment. When to the mifconduét of the Britifh minifters he laid the evils 
and the miferies of Ireland, it was to their mifinformation and ignorance of 
the ftate of the country, not to deliberate inhumanity that he afcribed 
them. He trufted, that the time would foon arrive, when remorfe would take 
place of apathy, and when they would earneftly wiih that their fyftem of con- 
duét had uniformly enforced on their fervants the neceflity of refpeéting with 
awful veneration the rights of humanity. F 

Lord Grenville had imputed the rebellion im Ireland chiefly to the propa- 
gation of French principles; but the effect of thefe, without minifterial mif- 
conduét, would, faid the earl, have been inconfiderable. It was remarkable, 
that the noble fecretary fhould fuppofe mere barbarians, whom he reprefented 
as incapable of comprehending the meaning of Catholic emancipation or par- 
liamentary reform, to be fully competent to the admiflion of ideas refpeéting: 
the principles and forms of government, and the fovereignty of the people. 
Of that fovereignty his lordihip obferved, that it did not, as fome had igno- 
rantly or imvidioufly aflerted, imply the authority or the power of the mob.. 
The mifconftruétion of the phrafe had produced much mifchief in that coun- 
try, by aiding the views of certain zealots, who, from the moft malignant 
motives, confounded the maintenance of con{titutional doétrines with the 
fupport of jacobinical tenets. ‘The principle, properly underftood, was oppofed: 
to the odious doctrine of divine indefeafible right. It was not plebeian but 
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national fovereignty; the rights of the people, not of the populace were the 
bafis of the Englifh conftitution. — 

Lord Holland, though he did not confider the adjuftment of 1782 as a bar 
to a new agreement, difapproved the propofal of an Union at a time when it 
excited ftrong difguft in that kingdom. The policy of the meafure, at any 
time, might be doubtful; the experiment would be hazardous, and the con- 
fequences might be highly detrimental to the interefts of both countries. 

Lord Mulgrave thought it highly expedient to examine the propofitions, 
and record them as the deliberate offers of this country, which would induce 
the Irith parliament to confider the fubjeét with coolnefs and complacency, 
inftead of viewing it with prejudice. 

The Earl of Carlifle faid, the difcuffion was expedient and feafonable. A 
knowledge of the terms might allay the ferment of the Irifh nation; the in- 
finuation of force was difclaimed by the chief members of the cabinet; and 
there was no reafon to apprehend, that they would ever have recourfe to it. 

The Earl of Weftmorland was induced, by fome recent parliamentary 
elections in Ireland, to believe that many of the opponents of the Union had 
begun to think favorably of it, and that there was a chance of obtaining at 
leaft a patient hearing of the terms, which, he trufted, would recommend them- 
felves by their beneficial tendency. 

The Duke of Portland admitted, that though he deemed the adjuftment in 
1782, a fufficient remedy, at the time, for the grievances of Ireland, he did 
not regard it as fuperfeding a legiflative incorporation or any other meafure, 
which might be devifed by the fame or by fubfequent minifters. 

The houfe agreed to the refolutions without a divifion; anda day was fixed 
for propofing an addrefs on the fubjeét. 

As foon as Lord Grenville had moved, that an addrefs fhould be prefented 
to his majefty with the refolutions, Lord Auckland rofe to difcufs the fubje& 
at large. As many of the former arguments were ufed, by different members 
who fpoke in the fubfequent debates upon the Union, the report only of what 
appears new, will be given. He obferved, that, even if Ireland had a com- 
plete equality with Britain in extent, opulence and ftrength, yet the exiftence 
of feparate and independent legiflatures, with one executive power, would ren- 
der an union defirable, rather than degrading or detrimental to either. Im- 
mediately previous to the attainment of a fuppofed freedom of conftitution 
and trade in 1782, that kingdom was fubordmate to this realm both im le- 
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giflation and judicature: it had no more than the name of the Britith con- 
ftitution, the femblance and mockery of a free government. Even after the 
Irith freedom, as it was called, had taken place, their government was ftill 
founded in the pretenfions of a finall part of the community to a monopoly of 
the reprefentation, patronage, and refources of the whole, and could not 
therefore contribute to the profperity, tranquillity, or fafety of the nation. 

The remaining part of his lordfhip’s fpeech chiefly related to the commer- 
cial advantages, which would flow to Ireland from the Union. 

It was not to be expected that capitals and commercial credit fhould be 
transferred to a country ftruggling under an anomalous, incompetent, and 
difturbed government, and maintaining a claim of right to adopt at any time 
adverfe connexions and interefts? Nothing lefs than Union could fatisfy 
thefe queftions. They could not reft on the flimfy and undefined proteftation 
fo often repeated, and fo imperfeétly realifed, that, ‘the affections of Ireland 
‘ were inalienable, and that both kingdoms fhould ftand and fall together.” 
Let the Union take place, and all commercial diftinétions and political jea- 
loufies would be annihilated; for there could be no competition between two 
parts of the fame kingdom, having incorporated interefts directed by one le- 
giflature. 

The Bifhop of Llandaff, had fo long ago as the year 1785, intimated his 
opinion to the late Duke of Rutland, that he and his friend the minifter 
would gain immortal honor, if, inftead of the propofitions which were then 
under difcuffion, they could accomplifh, by honorable means and upon equi- 
table terms, an Union of the two kingdoms; but his grace had anfwered, that 
the man who fhould venture to bring torward afcheme of fuch a nature at that 
time would have been tarred and feathered. Whether the repugnance to the 
meafure were then general, or were confined to the leading men of the country, 
the, prelate did not know; but was fully convinced of the policy and utility of 
the fcheme at any time. It would enrich Ireland, and would not impoverifh 
Great Britain. ‘The confolidation of Ireland with this country would render 
it the ftrongeft empire in Europe. If the lands in Great Britain and Ireland 
fhould be well cultivated, as in the event of an Union they. probably would be, © 
‘they would maintain a population of thirty millions, fix millions of which 
number would be capable of bearing arms; and this population, in cafe of 
neceffity, might afford one million to be in arms, without diftreffing agri- 
culture, manufactures, or commerce. Then we might with fafety defpife the 
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politics of the continent, and without contributing our forces or our wealth, 
allow the princes of Europe to fettle among themfelves the equilibrium of 
defpotic power, while, confcious of the bleffings of liberty, we muft lament 
that defpotifm fhould exift in any part of the world. 

With regard to the Catholics, fome contended, that, as they formed the 
moft numerous clafs of the community, they had a right to fome kind of ec- 
clefiaftical eftablithment, and to an exemption from political difabilities. This 
point was rendered difficult by the diftribution of property, which was in the 
hands of a fmall minority, who would have no intereft in, and would derive 
no benefit from fuch eftablifhment. The point was of great delicacy and 
importance; but, the fooner it fhould be agitated, the better. In the mean 
time he would recommend to both parties the advice given by a father of the 
church on another occafion, that both fhould give up little things in order to 
fecure great ones, tranquillity and peace. 

The link which now held the two countries together was very imperfeét; it 
was the famenefs of one of the branches of the legiflature in both. ‘This link, 
by what had been forefeen, and what was unforefeen, might be endangered, 
and the interefts of Ireland might be expofed to hazard; but, when tliree parts 
of the legiflature of Ireland fhould be incorporated with the legiflature of this 
country, the failure of the link would be impoffible, except in an event dread- 
ful even to contemplate, the abfolute deftruétion of the whole government and 
conftitution. 

In urging the neceflity of clofe connexion, he affirmed, that Ireland, as a 
fhoot from the {tem of Great Britain, had brought forth fruit; but that, as a 
feparate plant, it would neither {trike its roots downward, nor fpread its bran- 
ches above; it would bear no fruit for at leaft an hundred years. It muft 
either be fhaded by the Britifh oak, or it muft be poifoned by the peftilential 
vapor of the tree of French liberty—that tree which had brought forth no 
fruit but the apples of Sodom. That great {tates fhould allow the fmaller to 
enjoy their independence unmolefted; was more to be wifhed than expected. 
Ireland could not ftand alone. In the prefent ftate of Europe the mutt be 
united either to England or to France. 

Fully convinced of the beneficial tendency of an Union, he looked forward 
with fatisfaGtion to the change, which it would produce in Ireland. Englifh 
capital would feek employment in Ireland, and diffufe improvement and 
wealth, The bogs would be converted into fields covered with fmiling-har- 
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vefis; the barren mountains would be covered with cattle; mines would be 
wrought, and canals would unite the moft diftant parts of the country; the 
old fources of wealth would be extended; new ones would be difcovered ; 
and the inhabitants of Ireland, now poor, idle, and difcontented, would be 
rendered rich, induftrious, and happy. This change muft be the work of time ; 
and pofterity would blefs the wifdom and firmnefs of the parliaments of two 
countries, which effected fo great a plan, and, generoufly fuperior to partial 
views and felfifh confiderations, coalefced into oue for mutual intereft. 

Union was a contract that ought to be founded upon free confent, arifiug 
from a perfuafion of utility. He was afraid that Ireland was not yet perfuaded 
of the advantages, which fhe might derive from it, and that fhe had not taken 
that comprehenfive view of the fubjeét, which would be quickly followed by 
her full confent. In fuch a cafe this nation and the parliament of this country 
ought to fhew that they were not aétuated by any narrow and felfifh views, 
and that they difdained to employ any corrupt influence for the purpofe of 
obtaining that concurrence, which ought to be the refult of conviétion. At 
the fame time, they ought to deprecate all oppofition arifing from partial 
views, local interefts, felfifh confiderations, or what, with liberal minds, might 
have weight no lefs powerful, the love of popular applaufe: they ought to 
fhew, that they refpected the independence of the Irifh parliament, and, that 
they were ready to acquiefce in that decifion, which, after due deliberation, 
it fhould embrace. Such alone was the courfe fuited to the high character 
of the Britifh nation; and fuch, indeed, was the courfe which the legiflature 
had avowed its determination to follow. This proceeding alone was confo- 
nant with eternal juftice and with the dignity of the country, fitted to con- 
ciliate the affections of the Infh, a high-{pirited but warm-hearted people. 

In the prefent conteft, he faid, all our firmnefs and energy were required. ° 
France was fupported in every country but her own, no lefs by the fword than 
by her peftilent doctrines, and by the corrupt ambition of the defperate. Ar- 
med with thefe inftruments of deftruétion, fhe went on, fpreading defolation 
where-ever fhe appeared, crufhing in the duft equally all civil government and 
all ecclefiaftical eftablifhment. When he contemplated this hideous monfter 
at a diftance, it was with horror; near, he viewed it with anxiety, but with- 
out defpondence, trufting, that under the protection of Providence, this 
country would be able to meet the danger. No human means, he was con- 
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vinced, could contribute more to this end than a liberal, free, and equitable 
Jegiflative Union between Britain and Ireland. 

Lord Minto made a long, argumentative, and elaborate fpeech in favor of 
Union. 

The two countries feemed to him to approach each other by an irrefiftible 
attraction, by a fpecies of political gravitation: no human obftruction, he 
thought, would long avail to keep them afunder; and, when they fhould once 
be in contaét, another law of nature, a principle of adhefion and tenacity, 
would hold them together, and eternally cement and confolidate their Union. 
But, though the event thus feemed to be predeftined, the beft means of ac- 
celerating it ought not to be neglected. 

For the illuftration of his argument, he had recourfe to the inconveniences 
and evils of the Anglo-Saxon heptarchy which led to the eftablifhment of the 
Englifh monarchy; and the falutary effeéts of the change appeared in the ul- 
timate prefervation of the kmgdom from Danifh conqueft, by which the 
divided ftates would otherwife have been enflaved. 

He acknowledged the loyalty, prudence, honor, and fpirit, of a great part 
of the Hibernian nation, while he lamented that thefe qualities had not been 
able to prevent an extenfive confpiracy for the avowed purpofe of feparation. 
As this objeét had occafioned a civil war, the evils of imperfeét connexion were 
at their height; and the two governments were called upon, by the great 
danger of their countries, to {natch the people from the precipice, on which 
they ftood, and conduét them into that path, which had led the Welth and 
Scots to “‘ more than fafety,” to dignity, profperity, and happinefs. 

Referring to the practical inducements which might recommend a legifla- 
tive Union, his lordfhip divided into pofitive and negative the advantages 
' derivable from it to Great Britain. To the former clafs, he faid, belonged the 
real and effeétive force, which would accrue from it, in a naval and military 
view; and, in ufing the latter term, he chiefly alluded to the advantage of 
avoiding, in times of conteft and of war, thofe embarrafiments and diftractions 
which rendered Ireland, inftead of a refource, “ only a dead weight hung 
‘round the neck of Britifh exertion.” He did not fay that Ireland would 
inevitably be loft without an Union; but he feared that we fhould have no 
fecurity for her prefervation, if the bonds of connexion fhould not fpeedily be 
drawn much clofer. With fuch apprehenfions he deemed it not unfeafonable 
to contemplate the confequences of a total feparation of Ireland from Britain, 
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and of the probable attendant on fuch a rupture, the alliance of the former 
{tate with the French. As an Irifh democratical republic, or rather anarchy, 
would be the firft refult of the feparation, we fhould immediately feel the dif- 
aftrous effects of fuch a change. Thofe who ought to be our friends would 
then be our enemies; our weftern coafis would be greatly endangered ; our 
trade would be injured; and a variety of evils would follow, all of which, if 
the French fhould become abfolute mafiers of the new republic, would be 
alarmingly aggravated. 

He then enumerated fome of the confequences, which would refult to Ire- 
land from the feparation. As it could not be fuppofed that the nation would 
be unaninious in rejecting Britith connexion for the purpofe of fraternifing 
with the French, the event, he faid, would not take place before one party, 
now the ftrongeft, dhould have been fubdued. But fubmiffion to force would 
not change the mind; and the republican rulers of Ireland would find, that 
the Britiith troops, when employed in the refcue of that country from the 
Gallic yoke, would be feconded by a great portion of tlic inhabitants. 
Hence would arife the complicated miferies of foreign and internal war. ‘The 
charges of fuch a conteft would fall with oppreflive weight on a people hitherto 
protected in a great meafure by Britain; and the infulated trade and wealth 
ef Ireland would not furnifh a fufficiency of men or of money for fuch im- 
portunate demands. 

He would not detain. their lordthips by defcribing the extent or the vio- 
lence of thofe paffions, which now inflamed and exafperated both parts of the 
Irifh nation againft each other. Every one knew the firm and immoveable 
bafis, on which their mutual hatred ftood, the irreconcileable nature of its 
motives, its bitter, malignant, and implacable character. In this frame and 
temper of mind, however, towards each other, one of thofe portions of 
Ireland claimed and exercifed what was felt by both to be a {pecies of domi- 
nion over the other. It was hardly too much to fay, that there were two 
nations in Ireland ; the one fovereign, the other fubject. The fovereign clafs 
-or caft of Infhmen claimed their fovereignty as of right, and grounded it on 
an old title of conqueft, confirmed, as they contended by pofleffion, acqui- 
-efcence, and prefcription. They claimed alfo the federal fupport of Great 
Britain in maintaining that dominion, on the folemn grounds of fidelity to 
implied compact, compenfation for facrifices, and reward for fervices. They 
fhewed a clofe alliance and identity of views between themfelves and the 
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Enghth intereft in Ireland at all times; and they relied as firongly on reeent 
and even on prefent exertions in a common caufe, as on the uniform tenor 
of ‘their ancient fervices. In a word, they called at once upon the honor 
and gratitude of Great Britain, and fupported that appeal by a ftream and 
feries of faéts. But he never could admit the afcendency of one part of a 
nation over another part of the fame nation, to the extent and to the purpofe 
claimed in Ireland, as capable of affuming any charaéter deferving the deno- 
mination of right. That which was wrong on one fide could never become 
a right on the other. Neither poffeflion, nor prefcription, nor any limitation of 
time which are fuppofed to cure the vices of bad titles, were at all applicable to 
the cafe of perpetually fubfifting, and, as it were, renovating wrongs, efpecially 
fuch as affeéted the political nghts of great numbers of men. If poffeflion 
then would not conftitute this fingular right, which is claimed in wrong, as be- 
tween the parties themfelves, neither could it be improved by the interefts, the 
engagements, or the obligations of a third party; he could not fee how the 
jus tertii, asit might be called, of England, could affeét the relative claims of 
thefe two Irifh nations, or of thefe two parts of the Irifh nation. The Ca- 
tholics of Ireland claimed not only political equality in the government of 
their country, a claim in whieh his lordfhip fympathized with them; but 
they were thought to entertain, and to nourifh yet more fondly and anxioufly, 
claims on the property of proteftants, the prefent poffeffion of which they 
treated as mere ufurpation; and thefe claims were of no triflmg extent. If to 
the phyfical force already poffeffed by the Catholic body, were added (by any 
revolution) the advantages of political power, and the weight and influence 
which belonged to the authority of government and legiflation, fome danger 
might accrue to the property, the eftablifhment, and even the perfonal fecurity 
of the proteftants in Ireland; and, hence arofe an alarming dilemma. The pro- 
teftants could not be fupported in that afcendancy which feemed neceffary 
even for their proteétion, without derogating from what might appear to bea 
natural right of the Catholics. The Catholics could not be fupported in their 
claim of equality, without transferring to them that afcendancy, which equa- 
lity of rights muft draw to the larger body, and which from that moment 
muft expofe the Proteftants to dangers from which they ought to be proteé- 
ed. Such feemed to be the praétical difficulties in the way of abftraét juftice, 
while the government of Ireland continued merely local. An Irifh parlia- 
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ment, in which the afcendancy was either Proteftant or Catholic (and it could 
not but lie on one fide or the other), might be expected {fiill, he feared to 
gore and lacerate the country, by one or other of the horns of that dilemma : 
and he faw no perfeét remedy for Irifh divifion, and its lamentable confe- 
quences, while thefe two enraged and implacable opponents were full fhut 
up together, and {till enclofed within the very theatre, on the very arena of 
their ancient and furious contention. That divided and double condition of 
the Irifh people required fomething of an imperial auda, a legiflature found- 
ed on a broader and more liberal bafis, to adminifter impartial laws to all, and 
to reconcile fecurity with juftice. While one of thefe parties muft judge the 
other, in which ever hand the fafces might be placed, there was reafon to ex- 
pe&t only violence in the fuit, and, if not injuftice, at leaft flow and imper- 
feét juftice in the decree. A {trong conviction arofe out of thefe confidera- 
tions, that the united parliament of Great Britain and Ireland would, in the 
peculiar circumftances of Ireland, conftitute a better legiflature, and a more 
perfect becaufe a more impartial parliament for all Ireland, than any repre- 
fentation of a minor part or fection of that country, in a feparate local par- 
liament, ever could. Laws therefore beneficial to the mafs of the people of Ire- 
Jand, and promoting its general profperity and happinefs, muft be ex pe€ted with 
greater confidence from the united parliament, in which local partialities, in- 
terefts, and paffions, would not divert the ftraight and equal current of legif- 
lation, than from an Infh parliament, where thefe {tumbling-blocks muft for: 
ever bend or impede its courfe. In the united parliament right may be done 
unaccompanied by wrong. Irifh Catholics might be invefted with their po-- 
litical capacities, without the flighteft danger. to Proteftant eftablifhment or 
property. Thefe, on the contrary, muft acquire a tenfold and hundredfold 
fecurity in the Proteftant parliament, and the genuine -Proteftant afcendancy 
of the united kingdom. The Proteftant church aud property might be fe- 
cured, without perpetuating the prefent humiliating and degrading exclufion 
of the Catholic part of the [vith nation. 

For thefe reafons, he advifed the infertion of an explicit article in the 
treaty or aét of Union, providing for the juft claims of the Catholic Irifh; 
but he was not ftrenuous or decifive in his recommendation; for he added, 
that, “ if any political peculiarities of the prefent time fhould render it im- 
“* practicable to engrofs thefe wholefome provifions in the written treaty it 

delt,” 
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“« felf,”"* he would rather reprefs his wifhes for the immediate accomplih- 
ment of this defirable end, than “ expofe this great tranfaction to needlefs 
“ and 


* Tt appears that the Britifh minifters, in order to avoid any frefh difficulties or delays being 
thrown into the negociation for Union, refolved not to introduce any ftipulation for the Catholics, 
referving that meafure to be brought before the imperial parliament, from whofe juftice and libe- 
rality they confidently expected concurrence and fupport. That the Britifh minifters were fincere in 
their intentions of bringing forward and confident in their expectations of carrying the queftion of 
Catholic emancipation in an imperial parliament, is manifeft from certain written communications 
made by them to fome of the leading perfons of the Catholic body about the time of their retiring 
from office, which were to the following effea. 

** The leading part of his majefty’s minifters finding unfurmountable obftacles to the bringing 
** forward meafures of conceffion to the Catholic body, whilft in office, have felt it impoffible to 
continue in adminiftration under the inability to propofe it with the circumftances neceffary to 
** carrying the meafure with all its advantages, and they have retired from his majetty’s fervice, 
** confidering this line of condu& as moft likely to contribute to its ultimate fuccefs. The Catho- 
** lic body will, therefore, fee how much their future hopes muft depend upon flrengthening their 
caufe by good conduét in the mean time; they will prudently confider their profpedts as arifing 
from the perfons who now efpoufe their interefts, and compare them with thofe, which they could 
** Jook to from any other quarter; they may with confidence rely on the zealous fupport of all 
“€ thofe who retire and of many, who remain in office, when it can be given with a profpe@& of fuc- 
“© cefs. They may be affured that Mr. Pitt will do his utmoft to eftablifh their caufe in the public 
‘* favor, and prepare the way for their finally attaining their obje&ts: and the Catholics will feel 
‘** thatas Mr. Pitt could not concur in a hopelefs attempt to force it now, that he muft at all times 
‘* reprefs with the fame decifion as if he held an adyerfe opimion, any unconftitutional condu@ in 
‘* the Catholic body. 

“* Under thefe circumftances it cannot be doubted that the Catholics will take the moft loyal, 
« dutiful, and patient line of condué, that they will not fuffer themfelves to be led into meafures 
‘« which can, by any conftrution, give a handle to the oppofers of their wifhes, either to mifin- 
«« terpret their principles or to raife an argument for refifting their claims; but that by their pru- 
‘“« dent and exemplary demeanour they will afford additional grounds to the growing number of 
‘* their advocates to enforce their claims on proper occafions, until their objects can be finally and 
‘* advantageoufly attained. 

‘© The Sentiments of a fincere Friend (i. e. Marquis Corniallis) to the Catholic Claims. 

“* If the Catholics fhould now proceed to violence, or entertain any ideas of gaining their ob- 
‘* je@ by convulfive meafures, or forming affociations with men of Jacobinical principles, they 
‘© muft of courfe lofe the fupport and aid of thofe, who have facrificed their own fituations in their 
“* caufe, but who would at the fame time feel it to be their indifpenfable duty to oppofe every thing 
‘* tending to coufufion. 

«* On the other hand, fhould the Catholics be fenfible of the benefit they poftefs by having fo 
““ -many charaéters of eminence pledged not to embark in the fervice of government, except on 
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* and unprofitable hazard by unfeafonable pertinacity or impatieuce,” and 
would be content to leave it to the mature deliberation and impartial judge- 
ment of the imperial legiflature. 

The Scots were foon reconciled to the Union of their kingdom with South 
Britain, and their patriotic feelings expanded to the whole compafs of the 
ifland ; and they did not confider themfelves as degraded by their political 
amalgamation with the other natives of Britain. 

If a feparate political exiftence be contrary, nay fatal, to the real interefis 
of the people of Ireland, and ifa perfect incorporation and union with the 
Britifh empire muft be produétive of fecurity, aggrandifement, and hap- 
pinefs to Ireland, fuch an Union fhould, on that fingle but decifive ground 
of great and permanent utility, be the firft and fondeft wifh of every Infh 
heart. If the Irifh rejected the offers of Britain, according to every moral 
probability, the alternative would be union or feparation; union or ruin; 
union with Great Britain, or flavery to France. If the propofal fhould 
not be accepted, Ireland would not probably long remain as fhe then was; her 
diftinétions, her dignity, her independence, would expire; her political ex- 
tinction would be accomplifhed; {he would become fubjeét to the degrading 
yoke of the general tyrant and tafk-mafter of Europe. 

Viewing Ireland as a feparate kingdom, it was impoffible to difannex from 
it the idea of its actual and necefflary dependence, fubordination, and inferi- 
ority to Great Britain. The king of Great Britain was, in virtue of that 
crown, king alfo of Ireland ; and the whole executive government of the 
latter realm was adiminiftered by a viceroy, who was appointed in effect by a 
Britifli minifter, and refponfible only to the Britith tribunals. To thefe in- 
ftances of fubordination it might be added, that the legiflative funétions of 


the terms of the Catholic privileges being obtained, it is to be hoped, that on balancing the ad- 
vantages and difadvantages of their Situation they would prefer a quiet and peaceable demeanour 
to any line of conduét of an oppofite defcription. 

«* The originals of thefe two declarations were handed to Dr, Troy and afterwards to Lord 
Fingall on the fame day, by Marquis Cornwallis, in the prefence of Lieutenant Colonel Little- 
hales, in the beginning of May, 1801, fhortly before his departure from the government of 
“« Treland, and before the arrival of Lord Hardwicke, his fucceffor. His excellency defired they 
fhould be difcreetly communicated to the bifhops and principal Catholics, but not inferted in the 
newfpapers. They appeared, neverthelefs, in the Englifh prints foon afterwards, and were 
‘* copied into the Irifh papers. 
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the fovereign of Ireland could be performed only under the great feal of 
Britain. Thus the Irifh parliament was left dependent for the validity of 
every one of its legiflative aéts, firft on the chancellor of England, and, 
through his refponfibility, on that very parliament of England, an equal par- 
ticipation in the authority of which it had been lately contended was degrad- 
ing to Ireland. Another circumftance denoting inferiority was the follow- 
ing: “ Ireland muft take her part in all the wars of Great Britain: fhe muft 
‘* bear her fhare oft their burthens, and muftincur all their hazards: fhe may 
* lofe a province, or may become herfelf a province of the enemy; yet fhe 
* cannot, by the utmoft fuccefs of the war, acquire an acre of new terri- 
‘ tory to the Irifh dominion. Every acquifition made by the forces of the 
‘¢ empire, however great her fhare may have been in the danger or exertion, 
‘ accrues to the crown of Great Britain. Ireland claimed no fovereignty in 
“‘ any one of the foreign poffeflions or provinces of the Britifh empire.” The 
Trifh parliament had never aflerted or conceived the right of legiflating for 
any of the conquefts of the king of England, that is to fay, of the king of 
Ireland. Ireland had planted no Inifh colonies, but had furnithed planters to 
all thofe of Great Britain. He defined or at leaft defcribed an independent 
fovereignty to be a ftate, which could make war and peace, which could ac- 
quire dominion by conqueft, and which could plant colonies and eftablifh 
foreign fettlements ? And he defcribed a fubordinate and dependent country 
to be one, which muft contribute its quota to all the wars of a neighbouring 
kingdom, muft incur all the rifques of thofe wars, and partake in all their 
difafters, while all that was acquired by its fuccefs fell, like the lion’s fhare, 

to that country, with which it claimed to be co-ordinate and co-equal. 
Ireland, in various inftances, had a very fmall fhare of the dignity of in- 
dependence. But, Union would place the two countries on a footing of 
perfeét equality, would neceflarily improve the independence and dignity of 
the inferior, which, no longer fubordinate, would then fully participate in 
all the rights of fovereignty. As to the competency of parliament to adopt 
the plan, he obferved, that the ftrong and emphatic title of omnipotence of 
parliament, was not merely a bold figure ufed by fome writers on our govern- 
ment, but feemed to be literally and correétly defcriptive of parliamentary 

fupremacy, and of the unlimited fovereignty of the Britith legiflature. 
Other topics would have been difcuffed by Lord Minto, if he had not been 
confcious of prolixity in the inveftigation of former points. Having ex- 
preffed 
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preffed his gratitude for the attention of the peers to his arguments in fup- 
port of the expediency of the meafure and of the competency of parliament 
to its execution, he concluded with praying for its fpeedy accomplifhment. 

Lord Boringdon and Lord Hay (Earl of Kinnoul in Scotland) argued on 
the fame fide. No one indeed fpoke in oppofition to the Union, though a 
proteft againft it were figned by the Lords Holland and King, and the Earl 
of Thanet. 

The addrefs being voted, a conference was holden with the commons on 
the following day; and the deputed lords then propofed, that it {hould be 
offered to the throne as the joint addrefs of both houfes. 

Before the commons concurred in the addrefs to the king, they once more 
brought the plan of Union to a frefh difcuffion. 

On the 22d of April, when Mr. Pitt moved that the houfe fhould join in 
the addrefs voted by the peers, Mr. Sylvefter Douglas (now Lord Glenbervie) 
delivered a long harangue in favor of the Union. 

Lord Sheffield {poke alfo on the fame fide. Making various commercial 
calculations with a view of promoting its fuccefs, he contended that an in- 
fufion of Britifh capital and induftry, of Britifh arts and manufactures, would 
meliorate in every refpect the condition of Irciand, but that without an Union 
fuch a communication could not be expected. 

Sir Francis Burdet conceived Mr. Pitt a very unfit minifter to bring the 
meafure to a happy conclufion ; all his efforts, he thought, would inflame 
rather than heal the wounds of Ireland. 

Mr. Buxton vindicated the premier from the cenfures thrown out by the 
Baronet. The miferies and calamities of Ireland could alone be imputed to 
thofe peftilential focieties, of whofe exiftence Sir Francis could not be ignorant. 

Mr. Hawkins Browne and Major-General Loftus declared themfelves 
friendly to an Union, though the former were doubtful of the expediency 
of introducing a hundred Irifh members into the Britifh Houfe of Commons. 

Lieutenant-General Fitzpatrick thought it unneceffary to vote the addrefs, 
as an appeal to the crown upon the difference between the parliaments would 
argue a want of delicacy, and might be produétive of a fatal difcord and 
divifion. 

Mr. Canning confidered the refufal of an anfwer to a folemn meflage as a 
novel mode of thowing refpeét to the crown, and did not regard fuch filence 
as more refpeétful to the Irith parliament. He afked, how the valuable right 
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of impeachment could be exercifed by an Irifh parliament againft the king’s 
minifters in Great Britain, his proper and conftitutional advifers in the affairs 
of Ireland. As to the power of limiting or altering the fucceffion to the crown, 
Ireland was deftitute of that power which Britain enjoyed ; and, indeed, the 
perfect equality and independence, which the parliament of that kingdom was 
now faid to poffefs, and would refign in the event of an Union, did not ap- 
pear to him to exift. 

He took an opportunity of vindicating Mr. Pitt:from the charge of having 
kindled the rebellion, for the purpofe of bringing Ireland more completely 
under his yoke. He attributed the commotions principally to the influence 
of jacobinical doétrines, and ridiculed the abfurdity of afcribing them to the 
recall of the Earl Fitzwilliam, or to the machinations and the conduét of the 
premier. He admitted, that no union but that of affection could be ate 


or advantageous. 

After fome obfervations in favor of the fettlement of 1782, from aap 
William Ruffell, and renewed objections to its finality from Mr. Pitt, the 
addrefs* was adopted by the commons; and, on the 26th, the fentiments of 
both houfes on the fubje& were communicated in due form to his majefty. 

Whilft 


* The following was the form of the addrefs. 

“© MosT GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 

“ WE, your majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjedts, the lords fpiritual and 
temporal, and commons, in parliament affembled, humbly beg leave to affure your majefty, 
*« that we have proceeded with the utmoft attention to the confideration of the important objects 
‘© recommended to us in your majefty’s meffage refpeCting the connexion between this country and 
‘© Jreland. 

‘¢ We entertain a firm perfuafion that a Peale and entire Union betwecn Great Britain and 
“* Treland, founded on equal and liberal principles, on the fimilarity of laws, conftitution, and go- 
‘* vernment, and on a fenfe of mutual interefts and affections, by promoting the fecurity, wealth, 
“* and commerce, of the refpective kingdoms, and by allaying the diftractions which have unhap- 
“« pily prevailed in Ireland, muft afford frefh means of oppofing at all times an effectual refiftance 
“ to the deftructive projects of our foreign and domeftic enemies, and muft tend to confirm and 
“* augment the ftability, power, and refources of the empire. 

“« Impreffed with thefe confiderations, we feel it our duty humbly to lay before your majefty 
“* fuch propofitions as appear to us beft calculated to form the bafis of fuch a fettlemcnt, leaving it 
** to your majefty’s wifdom, at fuch time and in fuch manner as your majefty, in your parental foli- 
citude for the happinefs of your people, fhall judge fit, to communicate thefe propofitions to vour 
“« parliament of Ireland, with whom we fhall be at all times ready to concur in all fuch meafures as 

«" may 


« 
a. 


x 
~ 


OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 94g 


Whiltt the queftion of Union was pending in the Britifh fenate, that of 
freland continued to occupy itfelf in its other legiflative concerns. Some 
very long and interefting debates took place upon Mr. Dobbs’s motion for a 
commutation of tithes; upon the loyalift’s claim bill, and on the rebel dif- 
qualification bill.* On the fecond reading of which on the 29th of March, 
Sir H. Langrithe expreffed his difapprobation of the fpirit of the bill, which 
he faid had been brought in by the members for the city of Dublin, in cou- 
formity to the inftruétions of their conftituents ; but, as he did not profefs to 
hold the corporation of Dublin in the fame degree of refpeét with thofe gen- 
tlemen, he could not bring himfelf to approve of the principle on which it 
had been introduced. He confidered the bill as tending to countenance an opi- 
nion that parliament was defirous of retracting the grant of the ele¢tive fran- 
chife to the Roman Catholics; as interfering with the royal prerogative of 
pardoning crimes by an ex pofé facio law, and as taking away from thofe, 
who had been forced or deluded into rebellion every inducement to contrition 
and repentance. ‘The particular provifions of the bill he thought equally ob- 
jectionable; the bill ordained that an oath fhould be tendered, by which the 
elector fhould fwear that he had never been an United Irifhinan or a rebel; 
thus making a man’s own oath the proof, from which his guilt was to be cfta- 
blifhed, and rendering him liable to a profecution for high treafon if he fhould 
take the cath. The provifion, fubjecting the perfon taking the oath falfely 
to the penalties of perjury, he confidered perfectly innocent ; as a man’s guilt 
in this cafe would infer the previous guilt of high treafon, and when he was 
hanged the punifhment of the pillory would not be very injurious to him. He 
moved, “ that the committal be poftponed to the 1ft of June.” 

The bill was vehemently fupported by Meffrs. Ogle, J. C. Beresford, and 
Dr. Duigenan: The attorney general confidered that to pafs this bill would 


‘© may be found moft conducive to the accomplifhment of this great and falutary work. And we 
“ truft that, after full and mature confideration, fuch a fettlement may be framed and eftablifhed 
‘© by the deliberative confent of the parliaments of both kingdoms, as may be conformable to the 
‘“« fentiments, wifhes, and real interefts of your majefty’s faithful fubjects of Great Britain and 
‘« Treland, and may unite them infeparably in the full enjoyment of the bleflings of our free and in- 
«* valuable conftitution, in the fupport of the honor and dignity of your majefty’s crown, and in 
“« the prefervation and advancement of the welfare and profperity of the whole Britifh empire.” 
8 Parl. Eng. Deb. p. 542. 

* The title of that bill was, for preventing perfons, who had ever taken the Oath of the United 
Irifhmen, from yoting for Members to ferve in Parliament. 
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be to commit a breach of the convenant of pardon made with the country ; it 
would, he faid, involve in its grafp many innocent and deluded perfons, whofe 
return to loyalty was indubitable, but who in the early part of the fyftem of 
United Irifhmen, had entered into it from curiofity or from folly, and had 
retired the moment they perceived its wickednefs; it would alfo involve all 
thofe United Irifhmen, whofe ufeful difcoveries had enabled government to 
meet and baffle the dangers which threatened the country ; and it would in- 
volve others, who without ill intention, but from ignorance, had been mem- 
bers: of the Union. Gentlemen well knew, that 

Evil into the mind of God or man 

Might come and go fo unapproved as leaves 

No fiain behind. 
And this bill went to exclude them from a poffibility of being reftored to 
their former fituation. 

A divifion took place, and the bill was ordered for committal on the firft of 
June (by which it was loft.) 

On the 6th of April came before the houfe a matter of notoriety, very il- 
lufirative of the fpirit, with which the late rebellion was according to fome 
opinions checked, and according to others provoked. 

Lord Matthew prefented a petition from T. Judkin Fitzgerald, Efq. late 
hich fheriff of the county of Tipperary, praying to be indemnified for certain 
aéts done by him in fuppreffion of the late rebellion, not juftifiable in com- 
mon law. Lord M. bore teftimgny to the conduét of Mr. F. which, he faid, 
from a local refidence in the county, he had frequent opportunities of ob- 
ferving; that he wasan extremely aétive, fpirited, and meritorious magiftrate, 
and a very principal mean of putting down rebellion, preventing efcapes, and 
preferving the lives and properties of his majefty’s loyal fubjeds. 

The petition was received and read at the table. It fet forth, that the pe- 
titioner had undertaken the office of high fheriff for the laft year at the foli- 
citation of the principal gentlemen of the county, with great hazard and in- 
convenience to himfelf, at a moment when the kingdom was menaced by in- 
vafion and rebellion, and that whole county organized for infurreétion, and 
infefted by United Infhmen, who held conftant meetings, in co-operation 
with the plan of treafon for fubverting the ftate. That about the month of 
May, 1798, after the proclamation of martial law, the petitioner, at the head of 
a party of militia and yeomen, had been obliged to fight a body of rebels in 

that 
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that county, whom he caufed to furrender; but finding it impoffible to ftop 
the progrefs of rebellion there, as in many other parts of the kingdom, or to 
difcover the various and horrid plans intended by traitors for the deftruc- 
tion of his majefty’s liege fubjeéts, he had been reduced to the neceffity, in 
many inftances, under the advice of feveral moft refpectable magifirates and 
gentlemen of the county, when all offers of pardon and pecuniary reward 
had failed, to order corporal punifhment of whipping to many perfons, of 
whofe guilt he had fecret information from perfons, whofe names he could 
not publicly difclofe, as many perfons both before and fince had been mur- 
dered for giving fuch information; and therefore, in order to encourage per- 
fons to give fuch information, the magiftrates were publicly fworn to keep 
fecret the names of informants. That in confequence of petitioner’s exer- 
tions, in which he was obliged to do many aéts not juftifiable at common 
law, that county was faved from deftruction. That for as of notoriety done 
by him in fuppreffion of rebellion, many actions had been brought, and many 
more threatened, at the inftance of perfons who had entered into fubfcription 
to fupport them. That two fuch aétions had been lately had at the affizes of 
Clonmel, in both of which verdiéts had been obtained againft petitioner, one 
for words fpoken, and the other for corporal punifhment, inflicted publicly 
on the 29th of May, in the town of Clonmel, which was to have been at- 
tacked two days afterwards by 8000 rebels. The learned judge, who prefided 
at faid trials being of opinion, in point of law, that unlefs petitioner produced 
information on oath of the ground, on which he acted, his cafe would not 
fall within the provifions of the Indemnity Act paffed laft feflion; but that 
the petitioner, not feeling himfelf juftifiable to difclofe in a public court of 
juftice the nature of the information on which he had aéted, and knowing 
that many of the informations, on which he had aéted were in the poffef- 
fion of feveral generals and other officers, who had fince been ordered out of 
the kingdom ; that fome of the perfons who gave fuch informations had been 
fince banifhed to foreign parts; and feeling he thould be guilty of a breach 
of faith and duty in difclofing the names of his informants remaining in the 
kingdom, on whofe informations fecretly and confidentially given, he was 
induced to aé as aforefaid, he did decline fuch difclofure. ‘The petitioner 
therefore prayed, that, without expofing the perfons, who had given fuch infor- 
mation to the vengeance of their perfecutors, he might be at liberty to have the 
; fame and the whole of his cafe inveftigated, and the truth thereof eftablifhed 
in 
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in fuch manner as to the houfe fhould appear meet, fo as that the ftate might 
receive no injury, and that the petitioner, and thofe under whofe advice, af- 
fiftance, and information he aéted, might not be expofed to vexatious and 
ruinous proceedings at common law, and that honeft men might not be de- 
terred thereby from aéting in perilous times for the fafety of the ftate and 
protection of his majefty’s loyal fubjeéts. 

Mr. Hoimes rofe to move, that the petition be referred to a committee, and 
bore teftimony to the very meritorious conduét of the petitioner, who, by his 
vigilance, a¢tivity, firmnefs, and indefatigable exertions, had defeated maclhii- 
nations in that country, which had well nigh overwhelmed the lives and pro- 
perties of its loyal inhabitants. There was fcarcely a man, on whom corporal 
punithment had been inflicted to extort confeffion, who did not acknowledge 
guilt, and difcover wide-extended accomplicefhip in treafon. Immenfe 
quantities of arms of every kind were difcovered, and in confequence cart 
loads were daily brought into Clonmel from all quarters of the county. Un- 
der thofe important confiderations, he thought the houfe in its wifdom and 
juftice could not hefitate to give its proteétion to a man, who had deferved fo 
well of his country. 

Mr. Secretary Cooke fully concurred in the fentiments expreffed by Mr. 
Holmes, and was enabled from his own knowledge to ftate, that the moft ef= 
fential fervices had been rendered to the ftate and to the country by Mr. 
Fitzgerald. Sunk in a dangerous fecurity, the gentlemen of the county of 
Tipperary were wholly ignorant of the extenfive fyftem of organization, which 
prevailed in that county, when the aétivity, enterprize, and unwearied refearch 
of Mr. Fitzgerald developed a fyftem of the moft formidable treafon, which 
would have been attended with confequences much more fatal and extenfive, 
than in any other county in the kingdom. 

A fimilar indolence and fecurity had in the counties of Kildare, Wicklow, 
and Wexford fuffered, and in fome degree nurtured, treafon, into open and 
terrible rebellion. Had the early, prompt, and vigorous aétivity, fo happily 
inanifefted by Mr. Fitzgerald, been adopted in thofe ill-fated counties which 
he had mentioned, their principal inhabitants would not have loft their lives 
or their fortunes. 

The Attorney General bore teftimony from official information, as well as 
from local knowledge of the very {pirited and meritorious conduct of Mr. 

Fitz- 
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Fitzgerald, and he trufted the houfe would cheerfully accede to the prayer of 
his petition. 

Honorable Mr. Yelverton faid, he fhould be one of the laft men to refufe in- 
demnity or prote¢tion to any deferving magiftrate or loyal man for acts 
warranted by juftice or neceflity, in putting down confpiracy or rebellion, 
but he could not fit filent and hear the falfhood attempted to be palmed on 
the houfe by this almighty fheriff, in the petition now on the table. The pe- 
tition ftated, that the judges who prefided at that trial, who were Mr. Juf- 
tice Chamberlain and Lord Yelverton, had given their opinion in point of 
law, that unlefs Mr. Fitzgerald could produce the information on oath, on 
which he could juftify his flagellation of the plaintiff Wright, he could not 
come under the provifions of the Indemnity At. No fuch thing was ever 
faid by either of the judges. He was prefent at the trial, and not a fingle 
tittle of evidence had come out in defence of Mr. Fitzgerald, nor was even a 
pretence pleaded that could found a fcintilla of fufpicion againft the plain- 
tiff Wright, to juftify thofe unparalleled cruelties exercifed upon him, for 
which the jury, a moft refpeétable one, awarded 500/. damages, and which 
the learned judges declared ought to have been confiderably more than the 
fum claimed. 

With the permiffion of the houfe he would fhortly ftate the faéts, as they 
appeared on evidence of feveral moft refpectable witneffes, and from thofe 
faéts he would appeal to the houfe, whether fuch fanguinary, wanton, and un- 
paralleled cruelties were entitled to their fanétion and indemnity :* 

The aétion brought by Mr. Wright was for affault and battery. It ap- 
peared that Mr. Wright was a teacher of the French language, of which he 
was employed as profeffor by two eminent boarding-fchools at Clonmel, and in 
the families of feveral refpeétable gentlemen in the town and neighbourhood. 

Mr. Wright had heard that Mr. Fitzgerald had received fome charges of 
a feditious nature againft him, and with a promptitude not very charaéte- 
riftic of confcious guilt, heimmediately went to the houfe of Mr. Fitzgerald, 
whom he did not find at home, and afterwards to that of another magif- 
trate, who was alfo out, for the purpofe of furrendering himfelf for trial; he 
went again the fame day, accompanied by a gentleman, to the houfe of Mr. 
Fitzgerald, and being fhewn into his prefence, explained the purpofe of his 


* As much of this cafe is omitted as is contained in a former note. 
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coming, when Mr. Fitzgerald drawing his fword, faid, down on your knees, 
you rebellious fcoundrel, and receive your fentence. In vain did the poor 
man proteit his innocence: in vain did he implore trial on his knees. Mr. 
Fitzgerald fentenced him firft to be flogged, and then fhot. The unfortunate 
man furrendered his keys to have his papers fearched, and expreffed his rea- 
dinefs to fuffer any punifhment the proof of guilt could juftify : but no— 
this was not agreeable to Mr. Fitzgerald’s principles of jurifdi€tion : his mode 
was firft to fentence, then punifh, and afterwards inveftigate. His anfwer 
to the unfortunate man was, “ What, you Carmelite rafcal, do you dare to 
“ fpeak after fentence ?” and then ftruck him and ordered him to prifon. 

Next day this unhappy man was dragged to a ladder in Clonmell Street, 
to undergo his fentence. He knelt down in prayer, with his hat before his 
face. Mr. Fitzgerald came up, dragged his hat from him and trampled on 
it, feized the man by the hair, dragged him to the earth, kicked him and 
cut him acrofs the forehead with his fword, and then had him {tripped naked, 
tied up to the ladder, and ordered him fifty lathes. 

Major Rial, an officer in the town, came up as the fifty lathes were com- 
pleted, and afked Mr. TF. the caufe. Mr. F. handed the majora note written 
in French, faying, he did not himfelf underftand French, though he under- 
ftood Irifh, but he [Major Rial] would find in that letter, what would juftify 
him in flogging the fcoundrel to death. 

Major Rial read the letter. He found it to be a note addreffed for the vic- 
tim, tranflated in thefe words: 

‘SER, 


“I AM extremely forry I cannot wait on you at the hour 

‘* appointed, being unavoidably obliged to attend Sir Laurence Parfons. 

“ Yours, 
‘“ Baron de Cives.” 

Nothwithftanding this tranflation, which Major Rial read to Mr. Fitz- 
gerald, he ordered fifty lathes more to be infli@ed, and with fuch peculiar fe- 
verity, that, horrid to relate! the bowels of the bleeding viétim could be 
perceived to be convulfed and working through his wounds! Mr. Fitzgerald 
finding he could not continue the application of his cat o’nine-tails on that 
part without cutting his way into his body, ordered the waiftband of his 
breeches to be cut open, and fifty more lafhes to be infli€ted there... He then 
left the unfortunate man bleeding and fufpended, while he went to the bar- 
rack 
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rack to demand a file of men to come and fhoot him; but being refufed by 
the commanding officer, he came back and fought for a rope to hang him, 
but could not get one. He then ordered him to be cut down, and fent back 
to prifon, where he was confined in a dark fmall room, with no other furni- 
ture than a wretched pallet of ftraw, without covering, and there he remained 
fix or feven days without medical afliftance ! 

“ Gracious God! (faid Mr. Yelverton) will any man fay that fuch a 
“ condué is to be fanétioned and indemnified by this houfe? Are the laws to 
“ be fupported by trampling on them? Is the man who could commit fuch 
“ barbarities, without the colour of juftice or neceffity, or even the fhadow 
“ of juft fufpicion, to come for protection to this houfe? I feel an indig- 
‘¢ nation on this fubjeét, that almoft deprives me of utterance. I have be- 
“¢ fore faid, that I would be one of the laft men to refufe every reafonable in- 
“ demnity to loyal magiftrates for aéts done under the preflure of apparent 
“ juftice or neceffity for the fuppreffion of rebellion, but I will never vote 
“ for proteétion and indemnity to a bloody tyrant, whofe conduét, though it 
“ may have produced good in fome inftances, has been produétive of infi- 
*‘ nitely more mifchief, and on thofe grounds I fhall give the petition every 
 refiftance in my power.” 

The Attorney General in reply faid, the petitioner, whofe exertions had 
been produétive of the happieft confequences, only complained of the perfe- 
cutions, to which he was expofed; his property, and what was infinitely of 
more importance to an honorable man, his charaéter was at ftake. What he 
claimed was inveftigation, and what he offered was proof upon oath of the 
guilt which he had punifhed. The honorable member would have aéted more 
becomingly by awaiting in difcreet patience the teftimony offered by the peti- 
tioner, and deciding deliberately and difpaffionately thereon, than by becom- 
ing an accufer in the firft inftance, and prematurely avowing ftrong indigna- 
tion againft the petitioner. The conduét of Mr. F. and its falutary confe- 
quences under the urgent neceflity which prevailed, was vouched and ap- 
proved of by the authority of the noble lord and the honorable member, who, 
from the circumftance of local refidence and experience, muft be beft able to 
judge, and therefore the authority in favor of the petitioner was at leaft as re- 
f{pectable as that of the honorable member. 

Mr. Yelverton faid a few words in explanation and reply. 

Dr. Browne could not fee what meafures a committee could adopt to 
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ground any proceeding of the houfe for the indemnification of the petitioner 
againft all future aétions for damages for injuries done by him, whether juf- 
tifiable or not. The bill of indemnity already paffed allowed, he thought, 
ample indemnification to every magiftrate, who could claim or expect it on 
any reafonable ground, and therefore he could not fee, why the houfe was to 
be called on to exceed that bill for the advantage of fuch an individual. 

Mr. Edgeworth faid, he would endeavour as far as it was in his power to 
reprefs that indignation, which he was taught in his early years to confider as 
one of the beft guardians of virtue. He would calmly give his negative to 
this motion, believing it:to be of moft dangerous tendency. 

With refpeét to the general charaéter of the petitioner, he knew nothing 
of it but from what he heard in that houfe, and from what he had feen in 
the public prints. He would take it for granted that the petitioner’s private 
character fully juftified the eulogium, which had been beftowed upon him by 
the noble lord, and that his public fervices had been as meritorious and as 
fuccefsful as the honorable and worthy member [Mr. Holmes} had ftated. 
But there were means in the power of the crown fufficiently ample to reward 
every ufeful exertion, and, as a member of that houfe, to interfere between 
the fentence of the law and its execution, was what he never could be re- 
conciled to. A verdict had been given by a jury, with which two judges of 
the higheft charaéter had in the moft explicit manner concurred. To inter- 
fere with that verdiét was to call thofe judges to tlie bar of the houfe. The 
indemnity bill had gone as far as poffible to protect magiftrates ; but beyond 
the limits of that bill to preclude any of his majefty’s fubjeéts from obtaining 
damages for perfonal injury, except where obvious miftake of judgment had 
occationed thofe injuries, was fo grofsly unconftitutional as to call upon every 
real friend to the fafety of the kingdom to refiftit. He could not foretel what 
proceedings might be grounded upon this motion; he fhould therefore op- 
pofe it in the firft inftance; and he could not fit down without obferving, 
that the right honorable gentlemen on the treafury bench would ferve their 
country better by leaving the execution of the laws to juries and judges, 
than by becoming partizans in fupport of any favorite fyftem of men and 
meafures. 

Mr. Ormtby feverely cenfured the honorable member, who had endea- 
voured to excite the feelings and commiferation of the houfe for the fore 
back of a fellow, who, he believed, would be found, on enquiry, to have very 

well- 
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weil-deferved what he got: it was at leaft well-known, that he had many bad 
connexions, and affociated with men of fuch principles as fully warranted 
the fufpicion of his own. , 

Thofe who condemned the petitioner for feverity to fuch criminals feemed. 
to forget that loyal men could hope for no mercy, who fell into their clutclies. 
He trufted the houfe would extend ample proteétion toa man who had fo 
well-deferved it. 

Colonel Bagwell (member for the county of Tipperary) faid, that it was 
not his intention to have fpoken to the queftion then before the houfe, but 
to let the petition quietly go to a committee, had it not been for what fell 
from the honorable member who fpoke laft. He was as ready as any perfon 
to give credit to the fervices rendered to the county of Tipperary by the ac- 
tivity of the petitioner; but he was fhocked and concerned to hear the fuf- 
ferings of an innocent and refpeétable man treated with levity and indifier- 
ence. As infinuations were thrown out againft the chara¢ter of Mr. Wright, 
he felt it his duty to declare what had come within his knowledge refpecting 
that unfortunate and much-abufed man. He was prefent during the trial of 
the action brought by Mr. Wright againft the petitioner, and it was but an: 
act of common juftice to fay, that in his mind, not the remoteft fhade of fuf- 
picion attached to the character of the plaintiff in that cafe, nor did the in- 
veftigation which took place on that occafion furnith the moft diftant juftifica-. 
tion for the fevere and terrible punifhment inflicted on him. A fimilar opinion 
of the unfortunate man’s innocence and loyalty was exprefied from the 
bench, by the revered charaéters who prefided. As to the general characier: 
of Mr. Wright, it was moft unexceptionable in point of morality, religion, 
and politics; and to that charaéter, the beft evidence was the very high efti- 
mation, in which he was holden by the beft and moft refpeéiable men in the 
town of Clonmell. He would beg leave further to add, that this unfortunate 
man, who had been thus fo feverely dealt by, on the ground of a fufpicion, 
which it was, as yet, apparent his conduét had not juftified, was nearly related. 
to fome of the moft illuftrious and beft characters, which that country could 
boaft of: the fact muft be admitted in the fenfe of rank allied to virtue, when 
he fiated him to have been a near relation of the late Lord Clonmell, under: 
whofe patronage he had been educated, and fent abroad; he was alfo a near 
relation to that worthy, refpectable, and lamented man, Robert Shaw, Efg. 
and likewife nearly related to the prefent Lord Dunboyne; and as far as he 

could 
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could gain acquaintance with his charaéter, he had never difgraced a relation- 
fhip, which muft have conferred honor on any man. Col. Bagwell concluded 
a fhort fpeech, di€lated by humanity and juftice, by faying, that he thought 
the conduét of Mr. Fitzgerald generally very meritorious, and deferving the 
protection of government againft the confequences of errors committed in his 
zeal for the fafety of the fiate; but it was too certain, that many innocent 
perfons had fuffered moft feverely from that zeal, and he thonght it but con- 
formable to every principle of humanity, juftice, and found policy, that that 
compenfation which was in the power of the laws to make them, fhould be 
afforded ;—a compenfation which, taken in every point of view, muft fall in- 
finitely {hort of their fufferings and their claims. 

The queftion being put, the petition was referred to a committee. 

On the 8th of April, Mr. Holmes reported from the committee, that the 
object of the enquiry committed to them could not be fo well obtained in an 
open cominittee, as it would be in a fecret committee; the order was there- 
fore difcharged, aud here the affair was dropped. Mr. Judkin Fitzgerald 
afterwards received a confiderable penfion for his aétive fervices in quelling 
the rebellion. 

Very warm debates took place upon the bill for fuppreffing the rebellion, 
which authorized the lord lieutenant, during the rebellion, whether the 

courts of law were open or not, to take the moft vigorous fteps for fupprefs- 

ing the rebellion, and for punifhing perfons furthering the caufe of rebellion 
with martial law; and which fecured the aéts done in purfuance of the orders 
of the lord lieutenant from beimg queftioned; and prohibited any court, 
civil or criminal, to take cognizance of any thing done in furtherance of that 
act. Thcfe unlimited powers vefted in the lord heutenant were fubmitted 
to by fome in the perfonal confidence of the humanity and difcretion of the 
Marquis Cornwallis. They were oppofed by feveral friends to government, 
as larger than neceflary: and many urged ftrongly an amendment propofed 
by Mr. Dawfon (member for Monaghan), that the powers fhould be co-exten- 
five only with the proclaimed counties. 

Mr. G. Ponfonby obferved generally on the claufe, that the powers con- 
tained in it were undefined, and its expreffion vague and general. ‘There was 
no method, whereby to afcertain when a rebellion might properly be faid to 
exift or to terminate; and it was entirely left to the chief governor to decide 
at his difcretion on this momentous faét, and the continuation of martial law 

and 
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and abfolute power: it did not defcribe to what rank of military officers or- 
ders to execute martial law were to be iffued. He wifhed to know, what was 
meant by “ injuring the perfons or property of loyal fubjeéts?” He obferved, 
on the part of the claufe, which made the military only fubjeé to trial by 
courts-martial for any offence againft the fubjeét : as it was a fort of French 
meafure, he would apply to it a French appellation; and he would afk, what 
expectation of redrefs the aggrieved could have from thofe military tribunals ? 

Mr. Ponfonby concluded by faying, that he made thofe obfervations for 
the purpofe of giving the attorney general an opportunity for explanation. 

The attorney general gave no explanation. 

Lord Caftlereagh, in enumerating the difadvantages, that would attend the 
introduétion of fuch a paflage in the bill, faid, that if the county of Mo- 
naghan, although at prefent apparently quiet, were to ftart fuddenly into re- 
bellion, in like manner as the county of Wexford did, which was thought to 
be one of the moft tranquil counties in the kingdom at that time, what was to 
be the confequence? Was the military to remain inaétive, and look tamely on, 
‘while the country was devafiated by rebellion; or were they to oppofe the 
progrefs of infurrection, and be afterwards tried as for the murder of every 
rebel who fhould fall? It had been urged, that this law, if difpenfed by any 
other hands than thofe now holding the reins of government, might be moft 
fatally abufed. Such an argument was certainly very complimentary to the 
prefent adminiftration; but {till it was an argument of jealoufy, and the un- 
happy circumftances of the times left no application of this jealoufy but to 
the government, or to traitors. If gentlemen thought, that they and the 
loyal inhabitants of the country would experience more mercy from united 
Irifhmen, than from the perfons exercifing the governinent of that country, 
in God’s name, let them apply their jealoufy to the adminiftration, and their 
confidence to the united Irifhmen; for the ftate of the country left no alter- 
native, but to ftrengthen the hands of the executive power to the utmoft ex- 
tent, or to fubmit to the predominancy of treafon. 

At three o'clock of the morning Mr. Dawfon's amendment was negatived. 

Flufhed with confidence, the Anti-Unionifis were determined to remove 
every obftacle, that they conceived their opponents night avail themfelves 
of, in bringing the meafure to bear. In order therefore to fhut out the pof- 
fibility of any future difference between the parliaments of the two kingdoms 
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in the appointment of a regent, in cafe that neceffity fhould recur, they 
brought forward a regency bill.* z 

On the 11th of February, the right honorable Mr. Fitzgerald moved the 
order of the day for going into a committee on the regency bill, when Lord 
Caftlereagh obferved, that on the fecond reading of the bill, hg pledged him- 
felf not to offer any objection to it, provided it appeared adequate to the re- 
medy it went to fupply. His lordfhip’s opinion was, that it would not prove 
a remedy for the inconvenience complained of. It went, in his mind, only to 


* The following is a copy of that bill: 


“« A Bill to provide for the Adminiftration of the Government of Ireland, «henfoecer and as often as 
“ the Government of Great Britain fhall be adminiftered by a Regent or Regency. 

‘© FORASMUCH as this kingdom of Ireland is annexed and united to the imperial crown of 
England, and by the laws and ftatutes of this kingdom is declared to be juftly and rightly depend- 
ing upon, and belonging, and for ever united to the fame, and the kings and queens of England 
are, by undoubted right, kings and queens of this realm,and ought to enjoy the ftate, title, majefty, 
power, pre-eminence, jurifdi€tion, prerogative, and authority of kings and queens of the fame: 
«* And whereas the exercife and adminiftration of the regal powers of the imperial crown of 
Great Britain may happen to be vefted in, and committed to a regent or regency, or to fome 
perfon or perfons by fome other title, name, or defcription : 
‘© And whereas the exercifes and adminiftration of the regal powers of the imperial crown of 
Ireland fhould be vefted in, appertain to, and belonging to the perfon or perfons in whom the 
adminiftration of the regal powcrs of the imperial crown of Great Britain fhall be vefted, by 
«¢ whatever title, name, or defcription, the exercife or adminiftration of the fame fhall be vefted in 
** him or them. 
““ We, therefore, your majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the lords {piritual and temporal, 
and commons, in parliament affembled, determined to contribute every thing in our power to 
‘© the firm and lafting eftablifhment of the connexion between Great Britain and Ireland, do moft 
‘© humbly befeech your majefty, that it may be enaéted, and be it enacted by the king’s moft ex- 
“* cellent majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the lords {piritual and temporal, and 
“* commons, in this prefent parliament affembled, and by the authority of the fame, that whenfo- 
“* ever and as often as the regal powers of the imperial crown of Great Britain fhall be exercifed or 
‘« adminiftered by a regent or regency, or by any perfon or perfons by any other title, name, or 
‘« defcription, that the regal power of this your majefty’s realm of Ireland fhall be exercifed or ad- 
‘« miniftered by the fame perfon or perfons, in whom the exercife and adminiftration of the regal 
powers of the imperial crown of Great Britain fhall be vefted, by whatever name, title, or de- 
‘* fcription, the fame fhall be fo vefted in him or them. 

“© Provided always, and be it enaéted by the authority aforefaid, that fuch perfon or perfons thal] 
« exercife and adminifter the regal rights of the imperial crown of this realm, under the fame re- 
* ftrictions and limitations as fuch perfon or perfons fhall be fubjeét to, in the exercife and admini- 
“© ftration of the regal powers of the imperial crown of Great Britain, and not otherwife.” 
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a part of the evil; namely, the effect, but left the caufe of the evil untouched. 
Thus the great malady ftill remained, and the connexion between both coun- 
tries would in no inftance be better fecured. Two parliaments perfeétly equal 
in point of rights, might at any future period differ re{peCting their choice of 
a regent, and therefore the bill could not effect that unity of the executive, 
which the meafure propofed to eftablith. 

Circuimfianced as the countries were, the queftions of peace and war, of 
treaties with foreign powers, of different religions might, at fome future pc- 
riod, lead to a difference of decifion between both parliaments, and fuch oc- 
currence would fhake the connexion, and in confequence the empire, to its 
foundations. 

If queftions of comparative advantage between countries might arife, how 
could a regency bill operate as a remedy for the evil? 

His lordfhip withed to be informed, how a bill, which went to eftablith the 
unity of the regal powers, could identify the neceflary powers of a regent for 
other countries: might not the particular circumftances of one country dif- 
fer fo materially from the other, that the regency for both kingdoms could 
not conveniently be exercifed by the fame perfon ? Or did not the bill go to 
oblige the monarch to appoint one and the fame regent, which in fact went 
to reftri€t the legal authory ? Thus either the regal powers were curtailed, 
or the regency bill was inefficient to remove the inconvenience it went to 
remedy. The regent was to all intents and purpofes a deputy; and could a 
regent in that cafe appoint a lord lieutenant? Could a deputy appoint a de- 
puty? He prefumed he could not:—and fhould a regent fend over a lord 
lieutenant to that country, he was fatisfied that the council could object to 
his authority. 

His lordfhip read part of a fpeech of Mr. Fox's, to thew, that the adjuft- 
ment of 1782 was not confidered as a final one, that it went merely to quiet 
the political firuggle which then exifted; and that it was indifpenfably necef- 
fary to give up fomething for that imperial purpofe. 

His lordthip concluded by faying, that the meafure was inefficient to the 
purpofe it held forth; calculated to blind the country, and difgracc the le- 
eiflature. 

Right Honorable Mr. Fitzgerald declared, that it was only in a cafe of im- 
perious conviction, that he was led to differ from the noble lord. His idea in 
introducing the bill, arofe from the arguments founded on the poffible emer- 
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gency of the appointment of a regent; it being urged, that the parliaments 
of both countries were free to make different elections. He withed, as far as 
his limited abilities could, to fupply that deficiency, and confequently to re- 
move the caufe of complaint. He had procured all the affiftance poflible in 
framing the bill; and all the law-authorities he confulted, agreed with him in 
the opinion, that he had provided fully and completely for the deficiency 
complained of. 

Mr. Fitzgerald concluded by moving an amendment to meet an objection 
of Lord Caftlereagh’s, viz. after the word /hall, in the firft claufe, by adding 
the words, ‘according to the laws and conftitution of Great Britain.” 

Mr. Fofter, for the firft time, now delivered his fentiments at confiderable 
length. His firft aim was to demonftrate the finality of the fettlement of 1782. 
He cenfured Mr. Pitt’s* fpeech, which he termed a paltry produétion, the 
mereft tiffue of general affertion without proof, high-flowing language with- 
out meaning, and affumptions without argument. 

One point, he obferved, was a new and incontrovertible ground of confti- 
tutional permanence and finality—namely, that modification of Poynings’ 
Jaw which fecured the continuance of the connection between the kingdoms, 
by rendering the great feal of Britain neceffary for every Inifh law, and making 
the Britifh minifter refponfible to the Britifh nation, if any bill tending to 
injure the empire, or to feparate Ireland from it, fhould receive the royal affent 
in the weftern realm. ‘This regulation, he argued, was intended to fecure 
union and conneétion on a firm, lafting, and unalterable bafis. It gave to 
the Britifh parliament, as Mr. Dundas had obferved, a control over the third 
eftate of the Irifh parliament, but it was a control over the king’s naked 
power of affent only ; which gave to Great Britain an effeétual pledge, that 
Ireland retained no power to do any aét (i. e. without the concurrence of 
Great Britain) to weaken or impair the connection. 

For his having recommended the commercial propofitions of 1785, he had 
been accufed of great inconfiftency. But he denied, that an atom of the con- 
ftitution would have been furrendered by the plan of 1785, but this new 


* As various editions of that gentleman’s {peech had been circulated, he fele&ted that to which 
government had given its fantion of authority, which had been printed by the king’s printer under 
their dire&tion, of which 10,000 copies had been circulated gratis by them at the public expence. 
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fy{tem would lead to its utter annihilation. *The meafure of 1782 was all 
conftitutional—that of 1785 all commercial. 

The pretences for a legiflative Union were ill fupported. The rifque of a 
difagreement on the fubjeét of peace or war, or with regard to foreign trea- 
ties, would not juftify the adoption of a meafure fo unconfiitutional. The 
cafe of regency afforded the only apparent foundation of alarm; but the bill 
now under confideration would remove all apprehenfions on that head. 

The arguments adduced for an Union of the two legiflatures were, he faid, 
equally applicable to the Union of the two houfes of either parliament. 
Thefe night difagree, and ought, by parity of reafoning, to be formed into 
one affembly. Where would then be our conftitution? It would yield to 
monarchical or republican defpotifm. The balancing principle compofed the 
chief excellence of our conftitution ; and why might not the two legiflatures, 
guarded by one head, perform national and imperial funétions in a better 
and more efficacious manner than a combined parliament. 

Mr. Fofter then took a very wide and minute review of the trade of Ireland, 
and declared his opinion, that it would not flourifh more after an Union than 
under a refident parliament. It was alreacly in a thriving ftate ; it enjoyed all 
defirable freedom, and required only the care and attention of its natural pro- 
tectors. 

On the fubjeét of religion he barely remarked, that an Irith parliament mighit 
adjuit all points in which the Proteftants and Catholics differed, as judicioufly 
and effectually as an imperial legiflature. 

He feverely cenfured that want of political wifdom, which had induced the 
Englifh minifter to hold out Ireland to the enemy as the moft vulnerable part 
of the empire, torn by internal factions, barbarous, weak, and contemptible. 
It was painful even to refer to the phrafes, by which he infulted the feelings 
of every Irifhman. They knew them to beunfounded. Had they been true, 
it was the duty of a difcreet ftatefman to have concealed with reverence the 
failings and weaknefs of fo confiderable and important a part of the empire. 
He tells the enemy the danger and the remedy ; ae danger immediate—the 


* The fpeaker imputed to the Britifh minifter great infincerity in quoting his words in 1785, 
from Woodfall’s Report, in having omitted the following pointed expreffion of his fentiment:— 
“ He fhould think himfelf indeed unworthy of a feat in that houfe, or of the name of Irifhman, if 
‘* he could confent to barter an atom of the conftitution of his country for all the commerce in the 
‘© world,” 
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remedy diftant and uncertain. He deftroys a conftitution which the Irith 
hold, as the dear facred palladium of their liberty, and would perfuade the 
world there would be more zeal in Ireland, when the conftitution fhould no 
longer remain, to animate its {pirit and invigorate its exertions. 

Another advantage mentioned by the advocates of the meafure was ftill 
more ftrange, namely, that it would tranquillize Ireland. Ifa refident parlia- 
ment, and refident gentry, could not foften the manners, and amend the 
habits, or promote focial intercourfe, would no parliament, and fewer refident 
gentry, doit? What was the great misfortune with refpect to the tenantry 
of that kingdom? The middle-men, who intervene between the owner and the 
actual occupier, and thefe are mofily to be found on the eftates of abfentees. 
It had remained for Mr. Pitt to advance a new fyftem, that depriving a 
country of its native refident landlords, encouraging land-jobbers and land- 
pirates, degrading the hofpitality of the old manfion-houtes into the niggardly 
penury of agents dwellings, was become the approved modern mode of mak- 
ing happy and contented tenants, of forming good men and good fubjeéts. 

That the adding to the bifhop’s duty of attending to his diocefe the new 
and imperial duty of quitting the kingdom for eight months in the year, 
was the bett way of making him acquainted with his clergy, and of enforcing 
attention to their parifhioners. 

That a parliament, unacquainted with the local circumftances of a king- 
dom, ever at too great a diftance to receive communication or information 
for adminiftering in time to the wants or wifhes of the people, or to guard 
againft excefles or difcontent, was more capable of acting beneficially than the 
one, which, by being on the fpot, and acquainted with the habits, prejudices, 
and difpofitions of their fellow-fubjeéis, beft knew how to apply relief. 

In adverting to the late treafon and rebellion, there they applied to faét. 
Could any parliament fitting in Great Britain have developed the fecret fyf- 
tem of confpiracy, animated the loyal, and fupported the executive, with the 
effeét that very parliament had done? What would the ridiculous exhibi- 
tion have been at that time, of an united parliament walking through St. 
James's park with their addrefs, and yet what vigor and energy did the inftant 
procefiion of near two hundred members, with the mace, to the cafile, give to 
the loyal ardor of the country ; it animated the loyal fpirit which cruthed the 
rebellion before a fingle foldier could arrive from England, notwithftanding 
the uncommon exertions made there to expedite their failing. 
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The extraordinary, wife and neceflary meafure of proclaiming martial- 
iaw, required the concurrence of parliament to fupport the executive. The 
time would have paft by, before that concurrence could have been afked for, 
and received from London ; and it would have given a faint fupport, coming 
from ftrangers, compared with the impreflion of its {pringing from Irifhmen, 
all liable to every danger and inconvenience from its operation, and yielding 
themfelves and their properties to its control. 

“The volunteers, faid the fpeaker, the faviours of their country and terror 
of its enemies, when their great work was effected, and by the indifcreetnefs 
of a few leaders, their zeal was mifled, and they began to exercife the func- 
tions of parliament, we fpoke out firmly—they heard our voice with effect, 
and took our advice, inftantly returning to cultivate the bleffings of peace. 
I afk you, would equal firmnefs in a parliament, compofed five parts in fix of 
ftrangers, fitting in another country, have had the fame effeét >? You know it 
would not. Perfonal chara¢ter, refpect to individuals, opinion of their attach- 
ment to one common country, all imprefied an awe which was irrefiftible.” 

After having fpoken very warmly to the incompetency of parliament to 
furrender their legiflative powers, he clofed his fpeech with the following ad- 
drefs to his countrymen : 

“ Were I to addrefs the Catholics, the Proteftants, and all religions, I would 
“fay, your country is in danger; a defperate attempt is on foot to feduce 
‘“ you to furrender the independence of your parliament. You are all natives 
of the fame ifland, interefted im its trade, its profperity, its freedom, and in 
all the bleflings of a glorious and happy conftitution—bounden by every tie 
of duty to yourfelves, your country, and your potterity, to preferve it, join 
all hands and hearts together, bring the veffel into port, forget all family 
differences, all local or partial jealoufies, and fave Ireland, fave your coun- 
“ try. Tell the bold minifter who wants to take away your conftitution, that 
he fhall not have it, that you will not be his dupe; that you love Britain as 
a brother, but you will be his brother, not his dependent; and that you 
will not degrade yourfelves from an independent kingdom into an abjeét 
* colony. 

“ To any of you who have doubts on the meafure, I would fay, thefe very 
doubts call on you to vote againft it. Do not hazard a change where you 
have a doubt, a change from which there is no return—accept it, you have 
it for better for worfe, you never can untie the knot---no appeal, no parlia- 
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ment left, to hear, to argue, or to fpeak for you; and if the ftep you take 
fhould prove wrong, if it fhould unfortunately end in the nation’s calling 
again for her old conftitution, and the politics of the Britifh cabinet fhould 
be fo defperate as not to liften to that call, think of the dreadful confe- 
quences, of which you may be the caufe, if fatally the fhock of arms fhould 
follow. Even to you, whofe convitton is clear, I would fay, if the niajo- 
rity of your countrymen think differently from you, if even a refpectable 
part of them only think fo, do not reft fo confidently on your own judg- 
ments, as to rifque a meafure which you cannot undo; remember then, if 
the direful neceflity fhould ever arrive to make it expedient, you may em- 
brace it when you pleafe, but, if once adopted, it is irrecoverable. Were I 
fpeaking in another affembly, and if in fuch affembly any member fat re- 
turned for a borough, where the wifhes of the electors followed the voice 
of fome one individual, by which he becaine to have an habitual fuperio- 
rity, and of courfe a {trong intereft in its prefervation (I do not fay fuch a 
cafe exifts here, though it might not be unparliamentary to fuppofe it), I 
would tell him, he is a truftee, and, without pofitive and direét defire, he 
fhould not do an aét which is to annihilate the intereft he is entrufted with. 
No, no—let all join in cherifhing the parliament---it is a good one, and has 
done its duty---it has proved itfelf competent to every purpofe of legifla- 
tion, to procure peace, and to put down rebellion. Refufe the meafure, but 
refufe it with calmnefs and dignity. Let not the offer of it leffen your 
attachment or weaken your affection to Britain; and prove that you are, 
and wifh to be (as the Duke of Portland told you that you were) ‘ indif- 
folubly conneéted with Great Britain, one in unity of conftitution and unity 
of intereft.’ But, above all, revere and fteadily preferve that conftitution 
which was confirmed to you under his adminiftration in 1782, and which 
has given you wealth, trade, profperity, freedom, and independence.” 

Lord Caftlereagh replied rather fully, and obferved, that the fpeaker and 


his friends, purfued a line of conduét more calculated to agitate and inflame 
the minds of the people, than to allay heats and foften animofities. 


Having combated the fpeaker’s affertions with regard to commerce and 


other topics, his lordfhip lamented that any doubts of parliamentary conipe- 
tency had been ftarted. That principle might, he faid, be defined to be the 
tight of parliament to confult in every cafe the welfare and happinefs of the 
people ; and no man could queftion it, who knew or valued the conftitution. 
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The oppofite doctrine was pregnant with mifchief, and might, if it fhould be 
encouraged, be applied to the moft feditious purpofes. On the topic of reli- 
gious divifions, he vindicated the jealoufy which was felt by the Protetiants, 
adding, that a more liberal fyften of policy might be purfued after an Union 
with fullfecurity. 

Mr. George Ponfonby concurred with Mr. Fofter. The true reafon, which 
had induced the Britith minifter to propofe the fclieme was, a defire of ob- 
taining a complete dominion over Ireland, and of drawing as much money 
as he could from that kingdom, that he might be enabled to continue a con- 
teft, which Britain could no longer fupport alone. But he hoped that the 
fpirit of the Irifh would not fuffer fuch views to prevail, and that the members 
of the Houfe of Commons, as they were only truftees, would not dare to fur- 
render the rights of the people without their confent. 

About the half hour paft four o’clock in the morning the queftion was 
put and carried unanimoufly upon Mr. Fitzgerald’s firft amendment: but as 
he was proceeding to move the other amendments the attorney general moved 
the neceffity of the chairman’s reporting progrefs at that advanced hour; to 
which My. Fitzgerald having agreed, Mr. Rochford reported progrefs and 
obtained leave to fit again. 

When the regency bill was again difcuffed on the 18th of April, the ma- 
jority did not find it an adequate remedy for the evils of parliamentary va- 
riance, and it was poftponed tothe 1ft of Auguft: and thus loft for the feflion. 

Though the miniftry had gained an advantage in the rejection of the re- 
gency bill, it did not infpire them with futficient confidence to rifque another 
difcuffion of the fubject, while the public mind was fo much on the fret. It 
was therefore refolved that the full developement of the unpopular fcheme 
fhould be deferred to the next feffion; thus prolonging the chapter of acci- 
dents, fo liable to be affected by the exertions, influence, and fifcal refources 
of government. 

About this time commenced a very fingular fyftem of members fhifting 
their feats in parliament according to their various feelings and fentiments, 
and in fome inftances according to the moft unaccountable modes of fquar- 
ing their honors and confciences on this critical and important meafure. It 
would be both falfe and ftupid to deny that the whole powers of government 
patronage, influence, and emolument, were now devoted to the profelytizing 
for the Union. Both in and out of parliament the oppofite parties exerted 
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their refpective means of attraétion and feduétion with the utmoft vigor and 
zeal, and it muft be admitted, not in all inftances, with the utmoft delicacy 
and correcinefs. No political queftion was ever moved, that more warmly 
interefted its advocates and opponents: their exertions and means were pro- 
portioned to their earneftnefs and zeal. An accommodating cafuifiry reconciled 
fome of the political combatants to quit the field for a valuable confideration 
in order to let in others to fight the battle they were afhamed to engage in: 
thus fqueamifhly refufing the wages of proftitution, whilft they enhanced 
their demands for procuration. 

— On the 15th of May, Lord Caftlereagh moved, that the houfe fhould ad-. 
journ to the 1f{t of June: and amoneft other motions, of courfe, Mr. M. Ma- 
fon moved that the fpeaker fhould iffue his writ for the borough of Kilmalloe 
in the room of Mr. Oliver, who-had accepted the efcheatorfhip of Munfter, 
when Mr. Dawfon faid, that he had no objection to the writ being iffued, but 
at the fame time would take occafion to afk the noble lord on the treafury 
bench, why the efcheatorfhip of Munfter had been given to the gentleman, 
in whofe room the writ of eleétion was required, and refufed to an honorable 
friend of his, (Colonel Cole) who having been appointed to ferve in the ifland 
of Corfu as a Britith officer, afked the noble lord for that nominal place, the 
efcheatorfliip of Munfter, in order, that as he could not difcharge his duty to 
his fovereign in that quarter of the globe, and fulfil the truft repofed in him 
by his conftituents, they might not lofe an opportunity of having their intereft 
fairly fupported in parliament; and he had been refufed! The faét was, and he 
called on the noble lord to deny it if he could, that the efcheatorfhip of Mun- 
{ter was, in this inftance, refufed, becaufe the ele¢tors of Ennifkillen had fixed 
ona relative of the honorable colonel as his fuccefforin that houfe, who would 
fupport the independence of his country againft the projeét of an Union, be- 
caufe it was intended that Colonel Cole’s feat in the Irifh parliament fhould 
be filled by a gentleman (Mr. Balfour) who had already confpicuoufly ma- 
nifefted his refpect and attachment to that parliament, by the refolutions 
which he brought forward in the county of Louth in oppofition to the mea- 
fure of an Union; he called upon the noble lord as a minifter a€ting upon fair 
and honeft principles, to come forward and candidly avow what were his mo- 
tives for acting by his honorable friend in a manner fo apparently partial and 
unhandfome. It was an explanation which the noble lord owed to himfelf, 
to that houfe, and to the country. 
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Mr. Prime Serjeant faicd, that histight honorable triend who fat betide tim. 
would be'very much wanting to the duty he owed his tovereign, and to tne 
fitwation in which he ttood, if he were to enter into any explanation, or ai- 
fig’ to any individual of that houte, the motives influencing him in the ex- 
ercife of a prerogative of the crown; to do to were in effect to retign that pre- 
rogative, and betray the interefts of his foverergn. 

Mr. O'Donnel violently fupported Mr. Dawion. 

Colonel Cole was refufed the etcheatorthip of Muntter in the expectation 
that he muft either ftav at home and refign his regiment, or go abroad. and 
thereby give a vote more to the mimitter on the next difeutiion of his favorite 
meafure. 

Mr. Arthur Moore did not conceive how minitters could juttity fuch a par- 
tial and unfair exercife ot the prerogative of the crown. unleis they were de- 
termined openly and broadly to contets and declare (that which every day's 
events rendered ufeleis tor them longer to conceal) that they were retolved to 
carry the meafure of Union by any. and by every means. and to ufe all the 
engines and influence of power, and the intidious practices of traud and un- 
fair dealing, to bring about its completion. Sir. there is no man whi is an 
attentive obferver of public occurrences, and who keeps au eye on the mea- 
fure of the adminittration, who mutt not have feen. and feen with affliction, 
that the meafures which had been taken, and were now in daily and unre- 
mitting practice, to effectuate the Union, were fuch as no hone{t man could 
juftify, which, while they {tamped the authors of them with indelible ditgrace, 
niutt render the incorporation of the legiflatures of the two countries. if car- 
ried, impermanent, and the difcontents and calamities of that nation eternal. 
Was it not enough that the whole authority of the court, both ordinary and 
extraordinary, was exerted to bring about the meature, and that upon a fuil 
and fair difcutfion of its merits, it was rejected by the unbought and uninflu- 
enced fenfe of the reprefentatives of the people? Was it not enough that fince 
that period, the efforts of corruption had been redoubled, that promifes were 
lavithed, and ftipulations made for offices and honors, that their liberties were 
brought to market overt, where every dithoneft man might fell and buy, but 
where no honeft man was permitted to thew lis face? Is it not enough that 
the public fenfe was daily mifreprefented by tables and falfe reports of change 
of fentiment, of converfion trom error, of majorities in favor of the meature 
in that houfe? Was it not enough that the fifter kingdom and the Britith ca- 
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binet, were evidently and defignedly mifled and mifinformed, as to the real 
ftate of public opinion in that country? Was it not enough, that the public 
money was perverted to the purpofe of extinguifhing the free and fair com- 
munication of opinion, and of corrupting the prefs, to become the vehicle of 
falfe fiatement, of perfonal calumniation, and of libel on the Irith parliament? 
Would not thefe means, thefe efforts, content them? Were they not fatisfied 
with having the purfe and the power of the country in their hands, and ac- 
tively employed in forwarding their views? Were they not content with pur- 
chafing the mercenary aid of every hireling fcribbler, and circulating gratis 
the wicked, feditious, (he thought in fome infiances little fhort of) treafon- 
able publications of interefted or ignorant men, through the medium of the 
public poft-office, to all parts of the kingdom, while the communication of 
every publication in favor of the legiflative independence of Ireland was not 
only withholden but forbidden? Were they not fatisfied to fap and-under- 
mine their confiitution by the flow and filent approaches of unremitting 
corruption, but muft it be openly and boldly affailed by an undifguifed ag- 
greffion upon the privileges and independence of parliament? So unjuft and 
partial an exercife of the prerogative was highly difgraceful to the admini- 
ftration, and an unpardonable invafion of the privileges of that houfe; the 
efcheatorfhips of the provinces were become mere nominal offices, exclufively 
applicable to the purpofe of occafional vacation of the feats of this houfe, in 
order either to accommodate any member who might wifh to retire from par- 
liament altogether, or be eligible for another feat, or to gratify the electors of 
any particular place, by giving them an opportunity of electing whatever 
perfon they fhould think moft worthy of the truft of reprefenting them. 
Was this the ufe made of the like nominal offices in England, viz. the ftew- 
ardfhips of the three Chiltern hundreds, &c. which Mr. Hatfell ftated had 
been, fince the year 1750, made ufe of for the convenience of all parties, 
and which the minifters of England have uniformly and impartially fo applied 
for the purpofe of accommodation, where the feat has not been vacated for 
any pecuniary confideration. 

If that houfe convinced as it muft be of the fact, would not reprobate and 
punith it, it would be better to fubmit at once to the vaflalage and fervility 
prepared for them, it would be better to yield the conftitution with a good 
grace, than to have it taken from them by fraud, foul dealing, and indireét 
means, it would be better to embrace with courage the inftant death of an union, 
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than to enjoy for atime a precarious and painful exiftence, with the melan- 
choly certainty before their eyes of clofing their career in ultimate and inevi- 
table diffolution. 

Mr. Plunkett fpoke with great warmth on the fame fide, the queftion had 
been brought into that houfe accompanied by the execrations of the people 
of Ireland, but at the fame time with the proud boaft, and childifh hope, on 
the part of the noble lord, that it would be carried by a triumphant majority ; 
it was difmiffed and defeated by the inftinét, and the reafon, and the virtue, 
and the talents, and the property of the country. Let it not then be faid 
that the Union had been:defeated by a faction, unlefs it were that faction, to 
whom it was owing, that a veftige of the Britith government was full to be 
traced in the country, without whom they would have loft Ireland in the laft 
year, and withont whom they could not hold it during the next. At firft 
the noble lord profeffed that no man fhould be allowed to vacate, unlefs he 
gave fatisfactory affurance that his feat was not to be fold. He ftated it as a 
faét, and defired to be contradicted if it were not fo, that the noble lord had 
totally abandoned that principle, which he admitted was a fair and honorable 
one; he ftated it as a faét, that fince he made that profeffion he had allowed 
feats to be vacated, where he knew that money was to be given by the fuccef- 
for, and that he had refufed permiffion to vacate as in the inftance of the ho- 
norable colonel, where he knew that no money was to be given. He ftated it 
as a fact, that it was publicly avowed by government, that voting or not vo- 
ting for the Union, was the fole rule by which the permiffion to vacate fhould 
be regulated. Would any man after that be fo fenfelefs, as to believe that go- 
vernment wifhed for the fair fenfe of the parliament or of the people; would 
they deny, that they had purchafed the newfpapers to admit publications only 
on one fide? Would they deny, that they had inftrucied theriffs to prevent the 
fenfe of the counties being colleéted by the convening of county meetings? 
Were they ready now to have the counties of Ireland convened and to abide the 
teft of their declarations on the queftion? It was notorious that the power 
of government had been ftrained in every corner of the kingdom, to prevent 
the fenfe of the people from being declared. He was informed, that their 
emiffaries a¢tually defcended fo low as to threaten a publican in the city of 
Cork, that his licence fhould be withdrawn, if he ventured to receive into his 
houfe a number of gentlemen, who afterwards affixed their fignatures to an 
addrefs, thanking the parliament for having rejected the Union. They were 
told diftinétly, that the meafure was not to be prefied againft the fenfe of par- 
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liament and people, but whilft they fhewed that they were ftraining every nerve 
to corrupt the fenfe of parliament, and to ftifle the voice of the people, they 
could not be believed. . 
The attorney general ftrongly recommended to the minifter to keep the dif- 
pofal of offices to himfelf, and not to betray that part of the prerogative of 
the crown, by anfwering the interrogatories of any member of that houfe. 
Mr. J. C. Beresford afked how would it appear to the people of the country 
when they fhould fee members of that houfe, who were adverfe to the mea- 
fure of an Union, and who happened to hold rank in the Britifh army, fent 
out of the country in order to thin the houfe, and give a majority to govern- 
ment, and when it fhould be feen that the place bill was made a tool of in the 
hands of government, to enflave parliament, inftead of maintaining it free. 
Hon. F. Hutchinfon, called Mr. J. C. Beresford to order, for the pur- 
pofe of recalling his attention to the queftion under debate, and not from an 
apprehenfion that his honorable friend could fucceed in his endeavour to in- 
flame the people. The feafon for that delufion was now paft: the difcuffions, 
which had taken place in both countries had informed the public judgment, 
and it was too late now to practife any delufion upon it with effeét. He faid, 
that to the beft of his obfervation, there was a ftrong growing fentiment in 
favor of the Union in many parts of the kingdom. He fpoke more parti- 
cularly of the South, where his connexions lay; he faid he believed it to be 
true, that fifteen parts out of fixteen of the property of the county of Cork 
had, by public refolutions, declared their opinion in favor of the meafure, 
that the fentiment of a moft numerous and refpeétable meeting holden in Cork 
had been long fince known; that he had taken pains to inform himfelf of the 
opinion of the county of Kerry, and that he had the beft grounded reafons to 
think that nearly the whole weight of the property of that county was favor- 
able to the Union. He faid, he referred to thofe parts of the kingdom only, 
with which he happened to be particularly conneéted; that from thefe and 
fimilar facts, which other gentlemen might ftate from their local knowledge, 
he defired permiffion to controvert the affertion fo often repeated, that the 
fenfe of the majority of the nation was adverfe to the Union. He faid, he could 
not help obferving, that this affertion contained in itfelf a monftrous aflump- 
tion, when it was a fact which could not be controverted, that the Catholics, 
who compofed that majority, had, as a body, cautioufly refrained from de- 
livering any public opinion upon the queftion. Taving mentioned the Ca- 
tholic body, he ftated, among other grounds of argument, that he fuftained 
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the Union, principally becaufe it was his firm perfuafion, that it would have 
the effect of reftoring to the Catholics their juft rights, and would place them 
in a fituation of perfeét equality with their proteftant fellow-fubjeéts ; that in 
fpeaking of Ireland, it ought always to be remembered, that no nation had 
ever been in this refpeét fimilarly circumftanced. He faid, it was time to 
apply a remedy to the evils arifing from that exclufion, and that conceiving 
the Union to be that remedy, he would fuftain it whenfoever brought before 
parliament, confidering it as a meafure calculated, among other wife purpofes, 
to heal the diffentions of that country, and to ftrengthen and cement the 
force of theempire. He begged leave, before he fat down, to advert to fome 
obfervations, which had been made on the conduét of fheriffs. He had the 
honor of ftanding in that fituation for the county of Tipperary. He had been 
applied to to calla meeting of certain baronies, and afterwards had received 
a requifition to convene the county, to confider of the queftion of a legiflative 
Union: he had declined to comply with either of thefe requifitions; but in fo 
doing, he acted in compliance with the opinion and advice of the majority of 
the rank and property of that great county, whofe fentiments he had thought 
it his duty to confult, and by whofe fentiments he had been direéted. They 
conceived, from the difturbed ftate of the country, among other reafons, that 
the time for this meeting was inopportune; they had ftated this opinion to 
him in a public paper, conceived in the ftrongeft terms. His opinion coin- 
cided with theirs, and he had acted accordingly. 

Mr. G. Ponfonby, and alfo Mr. W. B. Ponfonby fpoke very warmly againft 
this abufe of the prerogative for the unfair purpofe of biaffing the parliament ; 
and a very irregular and intemperate debate enfued. Amongfi the fpeakers 
Mr. Martin took an opportunity of enlarging upon the merits of Lord Corn- 
wallis’s adminiftration. 

Was it not by his wifdom, more than by his arms, that the rebellion had 
been put down? Nad not the expectation of his clemency done as much to 
preferve Ireland, as the terror of his power? Had he liftened to intemperate, 
bigoted councils, and counfellors, when the Frencli landed at Killala, the rebel- 
lion would have raged in every county as much as it had in Wexford and at the 
battle of New-Rofs; by his mercy he conquered the rebels, for he feparated 
from them thofe who were forced by terror, or even thofe who were deluded. 
But his excellency boafted a better conqueft: it is one over himfelf, over 
his own nature, when his duty forbad him to {pare thofe, who by irreclaimable 

wickednefs 
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wickednefs became the proper objects of punifhment ; and where real objects 
of punifhment had been found, he defied the calumniators of his adminif- 
tration not to allow, that his excellency confidered with a mild firmnefs what 
was due to juftice as well as to humanity. 

There were three or four individuals, who blamed, what almoft as many 
millions approved. The Marquis Cornwallis did not fubmit to be the pliant, 
docile pupil of thofe, who ufed to command when it was their duty to obey, 
but without fuch affiftance, and in defiance even of their own machinations, 
he had faved Ireland. That he had faved Ireland, witnefs the confidence of 
a difciplined army : witnefs the confidence which the country had in them, 
and which both had in the name of Cornwallis. That he had faved Ireland, 
witnefs again the repofe of every part of the Ifland, with an enemy hovering 
on the coaft, and known to be deftined for invafion. Why did they not 
hear of a rebel ariny affembiing? For this reafon, that no country was ever 
in a better ftate of preparation. Did his excellency accomplifh that by con- 
fulting any of the great parliamentary undertakers? No, he was enabled 
only to accomplith it by feparating from them, from that faction who expelled 
one commander im chief, and obliged the late lord lieutenant to apply for 
his recall. Thofe were the acts, on which the public would decide the merits 
of his excellency’s adminiftration, and not on hearing to whom the office of 
efcheator had been granted or refufed. 

_ The debate was put an end to by the queftion of adjournment, which was 
carried by the minifter, there having been on the divifion 47 for, and 33 
againtt it. . 

The houfe having adjourned to the 1ft of June, the commons attended 
their fpeaker to the Houfe of Lords, where lis excellency delivered the fol- 
lowing {peech * from the throne. 

“ My Lorps anp GENTLEMEN, 

‘“ T HAVE received his majefty’s commands to releafe you 

‘“ from your further attendance in parliament, in order that the various parts 
“ of the kingdom, which are ftill agitated by the projects of the difaffected 
may reap the advantage of your more immediate vigilance and protection. 
“‘ I am at the fame time to thank you in his majefty’s name for the con- 
‘* tinued and undiminifhed zeal, which you have manifefted for counteracting 


* 19 Com, Journ. p. 145. 
the 
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the wicked plots of internal confpirators, and for the defeat of every hoftile 
attempt, which the defperation of the enemy may meditate. 

‘“« The fituation of affairs on the continent has been materially improved in 
the period, which has elapfed fince the commencement of the feflion. The 
fignal advantages already obtained by the Auftrian arms, and the vigorous 
and decifive exertions on the part of Ruffia, muift be fubjects of great joy 
and congratulation of all, who can eftimate the value of eftablithed order and 
legitimate government. I know the pleafure you muft derive from the 
confoling profpect that Ireland may be ultimately refcued from thie ra- 
vaging arms and the defolating principles of France. 

“ GENTLEMEN OF THE House oF Commons, 

“ T THANK you in his majefty’s name for the large and 
extraordinary fupply, which you have fo honorably voted to meet every 
with of the government and every exigency of the ftate. You muft reflect 
with the higheft fatisfaction upon the liberal co-operation, which in every 
moment of difficulty you have experienced from the Britifh parliament ; 
and I have the fulleft confidence, that the public fpirit of this country will 
not be found inferior to that of Great Britain in fubmitting to fuch tem- 
porary burthens as the fafety of the community may require. 

“ I fincerely regret that fo extenfive a démand fhould be made upon your 
liberality, but when no meafure has been left untried by the malice of our 
enemies to fever this kingdom from the Britifh empire, and to involve you 
in all the horrors of rebellion and maffacre, you have difplayed true wif- 
dom in proportioning your exertions to the bleffings you have to preferve, 
and the miferies you have to avert. 

“ My Lorps anp GENTLEMEN, 

“ T AM to return you his majefty’s acknowledgments for 
the many important meafures you have accomplifhed this feffion. Your 
liberality and juftice to thofe who have fuffered from their loyalty will con- 
firm the exertions of the well-difpofed, and your judicious provifions for 
the regulation of paper currency are calculated to preferve its credit from 
depreciation without diminifhing the neceflary circulations. 

“ T am fenfible of the confidence, which you have repofed in me, by ena- 
bling me to exercife the powers of martial law in the manner beft adapted 
to the prefent circumfiances of the country. It will be my care to employ 


thofe powers for the purpofes, for which they were given, by taking the moft 
“ effectual 
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effectual and fummary meafures for the fuppreffion and punifhment of re- 
bellious proceedings interfering as little as poffible with the ordinary 
adiminiftration of juttice among his majefty’s peaceable fubjects. 

“ Thave his majefty’s particular commands to acquaint you, that a joint 
addrefs of the two houfes of parliament of Great Britain has been laid 
before his majcfty, accompanied by refolutions propofing and recom- 
mending a complete and entire Union between Great Britain and Ireland, 
to be eftablifhed by the mutual confent of both parliaments, founded on 
equal and liberal principles, on the fimilarity of laws, conftitution and 
government, and on a fenfe of mutual intere{t and affeGtions. His ma- 
jefty will receive the greateft fatisfaction in witneffing the accomplifhment 
of a fvftem, which by allaying the unhappy diftra¢tions too long prevalent 
in Ireland, and by promoting the fecurity, wealth and commerce of his 
refpective kingdoms, muft afford them at all times, and efpecially in the 
prefent moment, the beft means of jointly oppofing an effectual refiftance 
to the deftructive projeéts of foreign and domeftic enemies; and his ma- 
jefiy, as the common father of his people, muft look forward with earneft 
anxiety to the moment when in conformity to the fentiments, withes and real 
intercft of his fubjeéts in Great Britain and Ireland, they may all be infe- 
parably united in the full enjoyment of the bleffings of a free conftitution, 
in the fupport of the honor and dignity of his majefty’s crown, and in the 
prefervation and advancement of the welfare and profperity of the whole 
Britifh empire. 

 T feel mot fenfibly the arduous fituation, in which I am placed, and the 
weight of the truft, which his majefty has impofed upon me at this moft im- 
portant crifis; but if I fhould be fo fortunate as to carry this great meafure, 
I fhall think the labours and anxicties of a life devoted to the fervice of 
my country amply repaid, and fhall retire with the confcious fatisfaction 
that I have had fome fhare in averting from his majefty’s dominions 
thofe dangers and calamities, which have overfpread fo large a portion of 
Europe.” 

Violent as were the effects of the oppofite exertions to forward and refift 


the Union in Ireland, in Great Britain the projeét excited but a flight degree 
of attention or intereft. Many confidered it asa meafure, that promifed little 
benefit and threatened little inconvenience to either country. Even the 
moft violent Unionifts were not fo fanguine, as to conclude that all its good 


effects 


Orem STATENOP PRELAND. 077 


effects would be rapid or immediate; though fome lefs attentive to the real 
ftate of Ireland, vainly imagined that her evils and miferies would inftantly 
difappear upon her union with Great Britain. 

When the feffion of the Britifh parliament clofed on the 12th of July, the 
king, after exprefling his joy at the comparatively tranquil ftate of Ireland, 
obferved, that the ultimate fecurity of that country could alone be eftablifhed 
by its “intimate and entire union” with Great Britain.* 

Ireland was now neither convulfed with rebellion, nor perfectly tranquil. 
Several counties (the Anti-unionifts faid for carrying the union) were pro- 
clainied. The prefence of numerous troops kept the mal-contents in awe and 
repreffed diforder; the extraordinary powers of courts martial diffufed through 
the realm an effective terror. Some infults, outrages, and depredations, how- 
ever, were committed ; inveterate animofity inflamed the public mind, and 
the queftion of union aggravated the bittcrnefs of conteft. 

If credit be allowed the reports of the Anti-unionifts, the meaneft artifices 
were practifed to obtain fignatures to the feveral addreffes; and the loweft 
of the rabble were invited to fubfcribe their names or affix their marks. On 
the other hand, the Unionifts accufed their opponents of having had recourfe 
to fcandalous mifreprefentations, and of having abufed the credulity of the 
populace by fhamelefs impofitions. Thefe mutual charges and recriminations 
were unfortunately but too well founded. 

The influence of government was furprifingly forwarded by the progrefs 


* Thus his majefty fpoke with reference to Ireland. (9 Eng. Deb. p. 578.) ‘ I have the 
“* fatisfaction of feeing, that internal tranquillity is in fome degree reftored in my kingdom of 
“€ Treland. 

«« The removal of the only remaining naval force of the enemy to a diftant quarter muft nearly 
“* extinguifh even the precarious hope, which the traitorous and difaffeCted have entertained of 
‘* foreign affiftance. 
‘© But our great reliance for the immediate fafety of that country muft fiill reft on the experi- 
enced zeal and bravery of my troops of all defcriptions, and on the unfhaken loyalty and volun- 
tary exertions of my faithful fubjeGts in both kingdoms. 
“* Its ultimate fecurity can alone be enfured by its intimate and entire Union with Great Britain; 
and I am happy to obferve, that the fentiments manifefted by numerous and refpeCtable defcrip- 
tions of my Irith fubjeéts, juftify the hope, that the accomplifhment of this great and falutary 
work will be proved to be as much the joint with, as it unqueftionably is the common intereft of 
** both my kingdoms.” 


You. II. TH which 
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which the lord lieutenant made through many counties which he conceived 
to be well-difpofed to the meafure. 

While this great imperial meafure was advancing to maturity, the legifla- 
ture of Great Britain re-affembled as early as on the 24th of September. 
His majefiy then reprefented the experience of every day as confirming him 
in the perfuafion,* that fignal benefit would be derived to both countries 
from that important meafure; and he trufted, that the difpofition of the. 
patlament of Ireland would be found to correfpond with that, which the 
national council of Britain had manifefted for the accomplifhment of the 
fcheme. ‘The Marquis of Buckingham, when he moved the addrefs of 
thanks, obferved, that, from the opportunities of accurate judgment afforded 
to him by a refidence in Ireland at different periods, and from the very 
attentive confideration, which he had beftowed on the fubjeét, the probable 
benefits of the meafure ftruck him in a forcible light. He was confident 
that the happieft effects would refult from it. The people of Ireland, he faid, 
had long thought themfelves injured by the domineering influence and 
felfifhnefs of Britain; but all fuch prejudices would be removed by an union; 
and a clofe conjunétion of interefts, with the prevalence of the fame laws 
over the whole empire, would eftablith peace and tranquillity, contentment 
and happinefs. The popular fentiment in favor of Union was rapidly gaining 
ground. 

In proceeding to the year 1800, the exertions of the Marquis of Down- 
fhire and other Anti-unionifts demand particular notice. In the firft month 
of that year, that marquis, the Earl of Charlemont, and William Brabazon 
Ponfonby, member for the county of Kilkenny, fent circular letters to the 
Irifh gentry and yeomanry, to the following effect. They were authorifed, 
they faid, by a number of gentlemen of both houfes of parliament, thirty- 
eight of whom were reprefentatives of counties, to intimate their opinion, 
that petitions to parliament, declaring the real fenfe of the freeholders on the 
fubject of a legiflative union, would at that time be highly expedient; and, 
if fuch a proceeding fhould meet with the approbation of any one of the 
individuals, to whom the letters were addrcfled, it was recommended to him 
to ufe his influence in procuring fuch a petition without delay from his county. 
It was reported that the fame gentlemen, together with fome other enemies 


* 10 Parl. Regap. 3: 
to 


OF THE STATE *OF TRELAND. 979 


to the Union, had formed a ftock purfe for defraying the expences of oppo- 
fing it. 

The conduét of the Marquis of Downfhire was fo difpleafing to govern- 
ment, that he was removed from the government of the county, the colo- 
nelcy of the royal Downfhire regiment of 1200 men, and was alfo erafed 
from the lift of privy councellors. The Anti-unionifis highly refented this 
‘difgrace of the marquis, and availed theinfelves of it as an additional and 
flagrant proof of the corrupt bias and intimidation, with which it was the 
determination of government to carry the Union. 

From the prorogation of parliament to the clofe of the year both parties 
bufied themfelves with unceafing indufiry in advancing their refpeétive 
caufes. The great body of Roman Catholics had rather kept themfelves 
back upon the queftion. Many of that body thought for themfelves upon 
the point, and promifcuoufly with their fellow fubjects figned addreffes and 
refolutions, fome for and fome againft the Union, under the general defcrip- 
tions of freeholders or inhabitants of particular diftriéts.* In all large bodies 
of any religious or civil diftinétion will be found a gregarious difpofition or 
bias, arifing out of fome fa¢t or principle common to the fpirit of their gcneral 
_ union and incorporation. When therefore the Catholics perceived that the 
greateft number and the moft violent oppofers of the legiflative Union were 
the moft virulent of the Orangemen and the real malcontents or feparatifis, 
their feelings were not keenly excited to coalefce with the Anti-unionifts. 
The lord lieutenant had uniformly fhewn them protection and kindnefs, and 
fo gratified were they with this pleafing novelty, that the affections and 
gratitude of moft of the body were firmly attached to his adminiftration 
and to the meafures, which his excellency fo warmly efpoufed and recom- 
mended. 

It may indeed be faid, that a very great preponderancy in favor of the 
Union exifted in the Catholic body, particularly in their nobility, gentry, 
and clergy. The feverities and indignities praétifed upon them after the 
rebellion by many of the Orange party, and the offenfive affeted confufion 
and ufe of the terms papift and rebel produced frefh forenefs in the minds of 
many, the pointed recolleétion of the long fufferings of their body from their 


* In fome counties and diftri€ts the Roman Catholics came forward under their diftiné&t appella- 
tion, as may be feén by fome addreffes in the Appendix, No. CXVIII. 
*u 2 own 
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own legiflature, and the grateful fenfe of the benefits they had received from 
the parental tendernefs of their fovereign, after the indignant rejection and 
contumely of the Irish parliament, all naturally tended to infpire the Catholics 
with plenary confidence and attachment to the Marquis Cornwallis and this 
favorite meafure of his government. Some highly refpeétable members of 
the Roman Catholic communion were certainly very warm Anti-unionifts. 
It probably is owing to the kind and liberal condu& of Lord Cornwallis’s 
adminifiration towards that body, and to the oppofite treatment, which they 
experienced from the rigorifts, that fo many Roman Catholics folicited 
the Union. For unqueftionably no diftinét defcription of perfons had fo 
interefting and firong an argument to ground their oppofition upon, as the 
body of Roman Catholics, who by the Union evidently forfeited all the con- 
ftitutional advantages of a moft decided majority in an independent nation, 
to fink into an infignificant minority of the united kingdom. 

As Dublin appeared to be expofed to more lofs and local prejudice from 
the Union, than any other part of the kingdom, fo was the oppofition to it 
there more vigoroufly fupported than in any other part of the kingdom. Here 
indeed a large portion of the Roman Catholic refidents came forward in their 
diftinét capacity of Catholics to oppofe it, which in other parts of the kingdom 
they had not done, although feveral Catholic individuals had figned addreffes 
and refolutions promifcuoufly with their Proteftant brethren againft the 
meafure. This ftep was produétive of fome difunion in the Catholic body; 
as the clergy and many other refpectable inhabitants of the city of that 
communion were for fupporting the lord lieutenant in the meafure. The 
effeéts of this difference of opinion in the Catholic body was perceived by 
their innate adverfaries the Orangemen, who, in order not to weaken their 
body by any fuch internal difunion, warily publifhed an advertifement 
from their grand lodge to prevent even the difcuffion of the queftion amongft 
them.” 


Before 


* Granp Orance Lopce. 
To the Orangemen of Ireland. 
Dublin, Jan. 21, 1800. 
The grand lodge of Ireland obferve with heartfelt fatisfa€tion, that their former recommendation 
to their brethren, to abftain, as Orangemen, from any difcuffion of the queftion of Union, has had 
the happieft effeCts, inafmuch as it has difappointed the fanguine and malignant hopes entertained 


by 


OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 981 


Before the meeting of the parliament in January, fuch Catholics of Dub- 
lin as were Anti-unionifts, held a meeting at the Royal Exchange on the fub- 
jeat of the projeéted Union. Some difficulties arofe in the way of the meet- 
ing from the military, but which were removed the moment his Excellency 
Marquis Cornwallis became acquainted with the attempt made to prevent an 
expreffion of the popular opinion on a queftion big with the fate of the po- 
pular interefts. 

The affembly having obtained permiffion to fpeak, Mr. Moore was unani- 
moufly called to the chair, when Counfellor O’Connel opened the bufinefs of 
the meeting, with obferving, that under the circumftances of the prefent 
day, and the fyftematic calumnies flung againit the Catholic charaéter, it 
was inore than once determined by the Roman Catholics of Dublin to ftand 
entirely aloof, as a mere feét, from all political difcuffion, at the fame time 
that they were ready as forming generally a part of the people of Ireland, to 
confer with and exprefs their opinions in conjunétion with their Proteftant 
fellow-fubjeéts. This refolution, which they had entered into, gave rife to 
an extenfive and injurious mifreprefentation, and it was afferted by the advo- 
cates of Union, daringly and infolently afferted, that the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland were friends to the meafure of Union, and filent allies of that confpi- 


by the enemies to religion and good order, that fuch difcuflion would be produétive of difcord 
amongft Orangemen. They now feel it their duty to offer fome further obfervations on the prefent 
junQture of affairs. 

Orangemen in different capacities, as members of parliament, grand jurors, freeholders, and 
members of corporate bodies, have opportunities of debating the important queftion of an Union— 
but it is the earneft entreaty of the grand lodge, that asa fociety they will continue filent—for as 
every Orangeman, however zealous, may, and no doubt will, from local circumftances, conceive 
different ideas on this fubjeCt, the difcuflion of a queftion of fuch magnitude, involving not only 
great imperial topics, but alfo matters of local advantage and local difadvantage, muft unavoidably 
create a divifion in opinion—and ‘‘ an houfe divided againft itfelf cannot ftand.” It is therefore 
recommended to all Orangemen to keep in mind the great objeét for which they have affociated, to 
wit:—‘* We affociate to the utmoft of our power to fupport and defend his majefty King George 
** the Third, the conftitution and laws of this country, and the fucceffion to the throne in his ma- 
“« jefty’s illuftrious houfe being Proteftants, for the defence of our perfons and properties, and to 
“* maintain the peace of our country; and for thefe purpofes we will be at all times ready to affift 


? 


“* the civil and military powers, in the juft and lawful difcharge of their duty,” and to avoid as 
injurious to the inftitution all controverfy upon fubjets not connected with our principles. 
Tuomas VERNER, Grand Mafter. 


Joun C, Beresrorp, Grand Sec. 
racy 
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racy formed againft the name, the interefts, and the hberties of Ireland. 
This libel on the Catholic character was ftrengthened by the partial declara- 
tions of fome mean and degenerate members of the communion, wrought 
upon by corruption or by fear, and unfortunately it was received with a too 
general credulity. Every Union pamphlet, every Union fpeecli impudently 
put forth the Catholic name as fanctioning a meafure, which would annihilate 
the name of the country, and there was none to refute the calumny. In the 
fpeeches and pamphlets of Anti-unionifts, it was rather admitted than denied, 
and at length the Catholics themfelves were obliged to break through a refo- 
lution which they had formed, in order to guard againft mifreprefentation, for 
the purpofe of repelling this worft of mifreprefentations. To refute a calumny 
directed againft them as a fect, they were obliged to come forward as a feét, 
and in the face of their country to difavow the bafe conduét imputed to 
them, and to declare that the affertion of their being favourably inclined to 
the meafure of a legiflative incorporation with Great Britain, was a flander 
the moft vile; a libel the moft falfe, feandalous and wicked, that ever was 
direéted againft the charaéter of an individual or a people. 

“ Sir,” continued Mr. O’Connel, “it is my fentiment, and I am fatisfied it is 
the fentiment, not only of every gentleman who now hears me, but of the 
Catholic people of Ireland, that if our oppofition to this injurious, infulting, 
and hated meafure of Union were to draw upon us the revival of the penal 
laws, we would boldly meet a profcription and oppreffion, which would be 
the teftimonies of our virtue, and fooner throw ourfelves once more on the 
mercy of our Proteftant brethren, than give our affent to the political mur- 
der of our country; yes, I know—I do know, that although exclufive ad- 
vantages may be ambiguoufly held forth to the Irith Catholic to feduce him 
from the facred duty which he owes his country; I know that the Catholics 
of Ireland ftill remember, that they have a country, and that they will never 
accept of any advantages as a fect, which would debafe and deftroy them as 
a people.” 

After which Mr. O’Connel moved the refolutions inferted in the newfpaper, 
which were unanimoufly agreed to.* 


The 


* « Royal Exchange, Dublin, January 13, 1800. 
‘© AT anumerous and refpeCtable meeting of the Roman Catholics of the city of Dublin, con- 
‘* yened purfuant to public notice. 
AmBrose Moors, Efq. in the Chair. 
“« Refolved, That we are of opinion that the propofed incorporate Union of the legiflature of 
“* Great 
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The lord lieutenant had every reafon to be fatisfied with the fuccefs of his 
tour through the kingdom during the courfe of the fummer. The great 
odmm and horror of the meafure had abated in moft places, and in many 
thofe who had at firft fhewn themfelves againft it, had now become warm ad- 
vocates in its favor. If it had not become generally popular, it had ceafed 
at leaft to be generally unpopular. Adctive preparations were made to meet 
the parliament, which was to open on the 15th of January. In the mean 
while many new members had been chofen in lieu of others, who had retired 
upon terms. Mr. Grattan had been elected for the borough of Wicklow on 
the death of Mr. Gahan deceafed, and was fworn in on the 15th, being the 
firft day of the meeting of the laft parliament of Ireland. ‘The lord lieute- 


“«« Great Britain and Ireland, is in fact an extinétion of the liberty of this country, which would be 
«* reduced to the abjeét condition of a province, furrendered to the mercy of the minifter and legif- 
‘« lature of another country, to be bound by the abfolute will and taxed at their pleafure by laws, in 
“ the making of which this country could have no efficient participation whatfoever. 

“* Refolced, That we are of opinion that the improvement of Ireland for the laft twenty years, fo 
‘* rapid beyond example, is to be afcribed wholly to the independency of our legiflature, fo glori- 
‘* oufly afferted in the year 1782, by the virtue of our parliament co-operating with the generous 
“ recommendation of our moft gracious and benevolent fovereign, and backed by the fpirit of our 
“« people, and fo folemnly ratified by both kingdoms as the only true and permanent foundation of 
** Trith profperity and Britifh connexion. 

« Refolced, That we are of opinion, that if the independency fhould ever be furrendered, we 
“* muft as rapidly relapfe into our former depreflion and mifery; and that Ireland mutt inevitably 
‘« lofe with her liberty, all that fhe has acquired in wealth and induftry and civilization. 

“* Refolved, That we are firmly convinced that the fuppofed advantages of fuch a furrender, are 
«© unreal and delufive, and can never arife in fact; and that even if they fhould arife, they would 
“« be only the bounty of the mafter to the flave, held by his courtefy, and refumeable at his plea- 
© Ture. 

“ Refolved, That having heretofore determined not to come forward any_more in the diftin& 
“ charaéter of Catholics, but to confider our claims and our caufe not as thofe of a fect, but as in- 
“« volved in the general fate of our country, that we now think it right, notwithftanding fuch de- 
“« termination, to publifh the prefent Refolutions, in order to undeceive our fellow-fubje@s, who 
“« may have been led to believe by a falfe reprefentation, that we are capable of giving any concur- 
“* rence whatfoever to fo foul and fatal a proje&t; to affure them that we are incapable of facrific- 
‘© ing our common country to either pique or pretenfion; and that we are of opinion that this 
«© deadly attack upon the nation is the great call of nature, of country, and pofterity, upon Irifhmen 
‘ of all defcriptions and perfuafions, to cvery conftitutional and legal refiftance; and that we fa- 
“* credly pledge ourfelyes to perfevere in obedience to that call as long as we have life. 

‘« Signed by order, 
“Janes RYAN, Sec. 
nant 
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nant made a long f{peech from the throne, which avoided any mention of 
or reference to the Union.* Lord Vifcount Loftus moved the addrefs, and 
was 


* < My Lorps anp GENTLEMEN, 
** | HAVE received his majefty’s commands to affemble you in parliament. 

** Upon a review of the important and glorious events that have diftinguifhed the period, which 
“* has elapfed fince I laft addreffed you, the moft gratifying and encouraging reficétions prefent 
** themfelves to our confideration. 

«* By the brilliant courfe of vi€tories achieved by the combined imperial armies, the various 
kingdoms and ftates of Italy have been delivered from the ravages and the tyranny of the French. 
* The throne of Naples, and our friendly connexions with that kingdom, have been reftored. 

** The French expedition to Egypt has been checked in its career by the exertions of the Turkith 
** arms, affiited by a {mall detachment of his majefty’s forces, and the gallantry of their heroic 
** commander. 

“* ‘The hoftile plans of the common enenny in India have terminated in the total deftru@tion of the 
power, which had been mifled by their artifices, and through the timely, vigorous, and decifive 
counfels of the Marquis Wellefley, and the confumniate ikill and valour of his majefty’s generals, 
officers and troops, the Britifl poffeflions in that quarter of the Globe have been beneficially ex- 
** tended and effectually fecured. 

** By the defcent of his majefty’s forces and of his Ruffian allies on the coaft of Holland, the 
Dutch fleet has been happily refcued from the power of the enemy; and although the feafon, 
** peculiarly unfavorable to military operations, produced the neceflity of relinquifhing an enter- 
“© prize fo fortunately begun, and prevented the complete accomplifhment of his majefty’s views, 
“* yet the refult of that expedition has been peculiarly beneficial to this kingdom, in removing all 
** fear of attack on our coafts from a quarter whence it had been fo often planned, and enabling his 
** majefty’s fleets to diredt their vigilance exclufively to the fingle port, from which the enemy can 
** attack this country with any hope even of a temporary fuccefs. 

«© My utmoft care has been exerted to carry into execution the extraordinary powers, which you 
** have committed to my difcretion with vigor, and at the fame time with moderation; all tendency 
** to infurrection has been effetually repreffed: but it gives me true concern to acquaint you, that 
“* the painful neceflity of a€ting with feverity has been too frequently impofed upon me; and al- 
** though public tranquillity has been in a great meafure reftored, yet I have to lament that difpo- 
** fition to outrage and confpiracy ftill continues in feveral diitri€ts, that much induftry is ufed to 
“* keep alive the fpirit of difaffection, and to encourage among the lower claffes the hopes of French 
** affiftance. 

** T truft the recent revolution in France cannot fail to open the eyes of fuch of his majefty’s fub- 
«© je@s, as have been deluded by the artifices, which have been unremittingly employedto withdraw 
** them from their allegiance, and that it will reftore and increafe the love of conftitutional order 
“« and of regulated freedom, by demonftrating that the principles of falfe liberty tend ultimately to 
“* defpotifm, and that the criminal ftruggles of democratic faction naturally clofe in military ufur- 
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was feconded by Colonel Crofbie. His lordfhip hinted only in oblique terms 
at the meafure of Union, by obferving that after his majefty had rallied and 


n 
n 


infpired 


** So long as the French government, under whatever form it exerts its influence, fhall perfevere 
in fchemes of deftruction and projeéts of ambition, fubverfive at once of the liberties of Europe 
and of the fecurity of his majefty’s dominions, there can be no wife alternative but to profecute 
the war with encreafing energy. Itis by great exertions alone that either their views of aggran- 
difement can be fruftrated or folid peace procured. 
‘© His majefty has therefore availed himfelf, with peculiar fatisfaG@tion, of the cordial and great 
affiftance which has been afforded him by his faithful ally the emperor of Ruffia, and has thought 
right to make every exertion for augmenting the difpofeable military forces of his own dominions, 
his majefty, therefore, has been highly gratified in accepting the fervices fo generoufly offered by 
his Englifh militia, and I am to exprefs to you the entire confidence which his majefty feels that 
the zeal and loyalty of his militia of this kingdom, in forwarding at this important crifis the 
active operations of the empire, will not be lefs prompt and confpicuous. 
“« The apprehenfions of general fcarcity, which fome time fince took place, called for my early 
attention to this moft important fubje@, and I was induced, with the advice of the council, to 
offer premiums for the early importation of grain. This meafure will, I flatter myfelf, meet your 
approbation, and I have full confidence in your wifdom, if it fhall be neceffary to refort to any 
further extraordinary means for procuring a fupply. 

“ GENTLEMEN OF THE House oF Commons, 

“ THE evident neceffity of fecuring this kingdom from every danger, whether 
foreign or domeftic, and of rendering the fuccefs of invafion, if attempted, impra¢ticable, will 
demonftrate to you the wifdom of continuing that enlarged fyftem of defence you have fo wifely 
adopted. 

«© T have therefore ordered the public accounts and eftimates for the enfuing year to be laid be- 
fore you, and have the fulleft confidence that in the fupply which the fituation fhall appear to you 
to require, you will equally confult the fafety of the kingdom and the honor of his majefty’s 
government. 

“© Tam induced to hope that the great increafe of the revenue which has taken place in the pre- 
fent year may enable you to raife the fums which may be wanted for the current fervices without 
any diftrefling addition to the burthens of the people. 

« My Lorps anp GENTLEMEN, 

“« JT RECOMMEND to your ufual attention agriculture, the manufactures of 
Ireland; and I doubt not that the Proteftant charter fchools, and thofe public inftitutions, whe- 
ther of charity or of education, which have been proteéted by your liberality, will ftill receive a 
judicious encouragement. 

*« Tt will be for your wifdom to confider how far it will be neceffary to continue any of thofe ex- 
traordinary powers with which you have ftrengthened the authority of his majefty’s government 
for the more effe€tual fuppreffion and punifhment of rebellious con {piracy and outrage. 

«« His majefty places the moft entire reliance upon your firmnefs and wifdom, and he has no 
prot. IT, Tre «© doubt 
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infpired his continental allies with a glorious fpirit and perfevering vigor, he 
had at the fame moment improved the condition of Britifh fubjeéts, on the 
bread and generous bafis of the empire, and thus derived the warmeft aff ec- 
tion of a free people, and the unceafing gratitude of a virtuous pofterity, wh ofe 
happinefs and interefts their gracious fovereign had by fuch undeviating and 
undaunted means fecured. Sir Lawrence Parfons defired the lord lieutenant’s 
{peech at the conclufion of the laft feflion to be read. This fpeech, faid he, 
recommended from his majefty the meafure of an incorporating Union with 
England. The minifter had prevented them from giving an anfwer to his 
majefty at the time, by a fudden prorogation. He wifhed to prevent them 
from giving an anfwer by having ftudioufly omitted any mention of the fub- 
ject in that fpeech. The reafon was obvious: from the time they had rejeéted 
that meafure laft feffion, the minifter had employed every engine of the go- 
vernment, and endeavoured by the moft unwarrantable practices to pervert 
the fentiments of the parliament on that fubjeét, and did not with that they 
fhould take it into confideration until his machinations were complete. It 
mattered not, whether the reprefentatives of that great nation were turned 
out of that door by the fword of the army, or the gold of the treafury—by 
a Cromwell or by a fecretary ; in both cafes the treafon againft the conftitu- 
tion was the fame. One of the greateft offences of James the II. was attempt- 
ing to pack a parliament; of that offence he now arraigned the minifter of the 
crown, by proftituting the prerogative in order to pack a parliament. A 
ftring of men, who were againft the Union, were to go out; thata ftring of 
men, who were for it, might come in. Were they to fit fupinely there until 
thofe practices were matured? To wait while the ferpent was collecting him- 
felf in his coils, to fpring upon them with greater violence? The Britifh mi- 
nifters evidently intended to take an unfair advantage of Ireland. While the 
{fpirit of the people was depreffed by recent troubles—the country covered 
with armies greater than ever were known there before—while martial law 
prevailed, and a formidable invafion was menaced—in {hort while apprehen- 
fions from without and from within precluded all free exercife of the public 


‘* doubt that you will anxioufly purfue fuch meafures as fhall be beft calculated for bringing the 
‘* prefent war to an honorable termination, and for reftoring the country to permanent tranquillity. 
** It will be my conftant objeét to attend to your fuggeftions and advice, that I may by this means 
mott beneficially accomplifh the commands I have received from his majefty, and moft effe€tually 
forward the intereft and happinefs of this kingdom.” 
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mind upon that fatal project, they forced the difcuffion of the meafure re- 
gardlefs of the unfitnefs of the time, thinking only of the prefent ftrength of 
one ftate and the accidental weaknefs of the other. 

It was only in confequence of the late rebellion, faid the advocates of 
Union, and in compafiion to Ireland, as a cure for all its diforders, that the 
meafure was propofed. The idea of the fcheme arofe from the ambition of 
the Britith cabinet, which, regretting the ceffion of independence to Ireland 
in 1782, attempted a partial recovery of its authority three years afterwards, 
and, failing on that occafion, fought to recover it completely by an Union; 
for, that fuch a meafure was in contemplation above three years before tlie 
rebellion broke out, was evident from a letter of the Duke of Portland to 
Far] Fitzwilham, though it were not fo exprefsly mentioned. 

Ireland would gain nothing but might lofe much by an Union. Her lof 
by abfentees, on a moderate computation, would be nearly doubled. The 
country would be more liable to diforder and convulfion from the abfenee of 
the landholders. Thefe, when refident on their eftates, might be confidered 
as the binding-ftones of fociety, keeping by their ftrength and weight all the 
parts of government firm and compact; but, if they fhould be removed, the 
fabric on the firft ftorm might fall to the ground. 

He then moved an amendment to the addrefs, conneéting the defire of 2 
continuance of Britifh connexion with the with for the prefervation of an in- 
dependent refident parliament. 

Lord Caftlereagh fpoke contemptuoufly of the arguments of Sir Lawrence: 
The filence of the lord lieutenant on the fubjeét did not arife from any con- 
viétion of the impolicy of profecuting the fcheme. The queftion had been 
withdrawn, when the Houfe of Commons feemed unwilling to entertain it; 
but, as a great majority of the people now approved the meafure, and as there 
was reafon to believe, that many of its late parliamentary opponents had re- 
nounced their ideas of its demerits, his majefty’s counfellors had. refolved to 
give it a new chance of regular inveftigation. The reafon of its not having 
been mentioned in the viceroy’s fpeech was merely, that it was to be made 
a fubjeét of diftinét communieation to parliament. As the queftion claimcd. 
a full difcuffion, it ought not to be extinguifhed by anticipation. As the 
amendment tended to preclude inquiry, he. trufted that the good fenfe of the 
houfe would rejeét the motion.. 

Mr. Latouche, the privy counfellor, recommended an Union as the mof 

Seid promifing 
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promifing remedy for the diforders of Ireland; but it was reprobated by Lord 
Cole as a pernicious meafure and promoted by improper means. Mr. John 
Claudius Beresford would only confent to it in cafe of the invafion and occu- 
pancy of Ireland by a French army; and even then he would infift on the 
reftoration of the parliament, in the event of a total expulfion of the enemy. 

Mr. George Ogle again declared his unwillingnefs to furrender the Irth 
conftitution. Mr. Denis Browne fpoke againft the amendment, as did alfo 
Mr. Martin and the junior Mr. Bagwell. 

Mr. Fitzgerald advifed a poftponement of the difcuffion till the agitations 
and troubles of the realm fhould have fubfided. He hoped that the majority 
of the members would not extinguith the light of the realm, as he knew not 
where, if they fhould repent, they would find “ the Promethean heat which 
“* could that light relumine.” 

Mr. O'Tara lamented the effeéts, which the Union would have in point of 
trade and revenuc; fiating, that, inftead of an annual balance of 600,000/. in 
favor of Ireland, there would then be a balance of 900,000/. againft her. 

Mr. George Ponfonby fpoke with much point and feverity of Lord Caf- 
tlereagh’s arguments.* 

Government ought to endeavour to make the parliament wifer and better, 
not to feek its deftruétion on pretence of its errors or misfortunes. But, not- 
withftanding all its efforts, “ I firmly believe,” faid he, “ that the gentlemen 
“ of this houfe will never confent to yield themfelves up to the minitter. I 
“ am fatisfied that the people of Ireland will never confent to the annihilation 


* Tt is indeed very cruel, he faid, thata motiey oppofition fhould impede the wifhcs of the mini- 
fier; it is very cruel that fome who have approved and fome who have oppofed parliamentary re- 
form fhould refift a meafure, which will leave them no parliament at all; it is very cruel, that thofe 
who have fubmitted plans of emancipation to traitors fhould agree in oppofing an Union; it is a 
moft fad and deplorable thing, that thofe who may have differed in {peculative improvement of the 
conftitution fhould agree in reprobating its total deftru€tion; and ftill more fad, becaufe the very 
circumftance of a motley oppofition fhows, that the fmalleft prefumption in favor of an Union can- 
not be deduced from it. How ingenioufly and logically the noble Jord argues! ‘* A legiflative 
Union, gentlemen, is a moft excellent thing; for yonder ftands a man who has fupported parlia- 
mentary reform; an Union is an excellent thing, for yonder is aman who propofed to divide the 
country into French departments; this Union is a moft powerful remedy for all your evils, for yon- 
der fits an honorable gentleman, who would have emancipated the Catholics of Ireland!” Thefe, it 
mutt be allowed, are very conclufive arguments, why you fhould relinquith that parliament, which 
alone can fecure the liberties of the people! 

“ of 
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“ of their parliament. If ever this affembly fhould confent to its own im- 
molation; if ever the members of the Irifh Houfe of Commons fhould 
“ affent to an act for turning themfelves out of doors, hope fhall not quit me, 
*¢ until the laft man fhall have paffed the door, which the minifter would clofe 
<< upon our liberties. When they fhall approach that door, if they but caft a 
** look behind; if they but view that chair, where integrity now {fits en- 
“ throned; if their eyes but linger on that floor, were patriot eloquence has 
** been poured forth for their country; if they but recolleé&t the firuggles of 
“ honorable legiflation, which thefe walls have witneffed ; they will {top before 
“ they take the lafi irretrievable ftep; they will cling to this houfe, the tem- 
*« ple of their honor, and will fay to the minifter: You have taken an unjuft 
“ advantage of our confidence, to defire us to ruin our country; you have 
‘“« taken a moft ungenerous adyautage of the ftate of that country, to feduce 
“ its parliament to annihilate itfelf and the liberties of its conftituents; but 
“ we will fhow you, that you have deceived yourfelf in the calculation of our 
 bafenefs; we will fhow you that we reprefent an honeft, brave, and gene- 
** rous people, and are worthy to reprefent them; we will not flatter, but we 
‘¢ will ferve them, and eftablith an eternal claim to their gratitude and to the 
* gratitude of pofterity.” 

The attorney general entered into a hiftory of the progrefs of faétion in 
Ireland, and largely indulged in inveétive againft the leaders of oppofition, and 
the whig club. 7 

Mr. Bufhe cenfured the laft fpeaker for his endeavours to identify anti- 
unionifm with difaffeétion to the fovereign. He cautioned the miniftry 
againft propounding the dangerous doétrine of the incompatibility of Britith 
connexion with Hibernian independence; a doétrine which would paralyfe the 
loyalty of the Irifh, and fhake the firft and beft principles of politics in the 
ifland to their foundations. He expofed the injuftice, with which Ireland had 
long been treated by Great Britain, and affirmed, that all the conceffions of 
the latter had been wrung from her like drops of her heart’s blood.* He 

could 
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* Thus Mr. Buthe expretfed himfelf upon this point, which more materially affects the general 
fabjeét of this hiflory, than the particular queftion of Union. ‘* You are called upon to give up 
“* your independence, and to whom are you to giveit up? To a nation which for fix hundred years 
‘¢ has treated yon with uniform oppreffion and injuftice. The treafury bench ftartles at the affer- 
‘© tion, —Non meus hic fermo of. If the treafury bench fcold me, Mr, Pitt will {cold them,—it is 
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could not think without horror of the provincial defpotifm which would fuc- 
ceed the prefent government of Ireland; and he exhorted Britain to beware 
of the formidable precedent of uncontrolled power holding five millions of 
people in chains. He ridiculed the various pretences for the meafure, as ill- 
founded and abfurd; afferted the full fufficiency and fuperior qualifications 
of the Irith parliament for every purpofe of juft and equitable government; 
and concluded a very long and impreflive difcourfe with an appeal to the fpirit 
of 1782, and to the proteéting care of Providence for the prefervation of his 
country. 

When Mr. Prendergaft had fpoken in favor of an union, Mr. J. M: 
O'Donnel declared that he oppofed it becaufe he confidered it as ruinous and 
difgraceful, becaufe he knew the foul means which had been praétifed to carry 
it into effeét, and becaufe he did not conceive that the parliament hada right 
to facrifice the conftitution of the country. 

Mr. Ofborne reprefented the inefticacy of the fettlement of 1782, and the 
rifque of feparation, as {trong grounds for a legiflative union. 

Mr. Hardy {poke againft the Union;* as did alfo Mr. Arthur Moore. He 
condemned the minifterial practices of corruption and intimidation, the 
wicked and unconftitutional means to which the government had reforted, in 
order to impofe upon the country, deftroy the parliament, and overturn the 
conf{titution. If the meafure fhould be carried under all the circumfiances 
he had alluded to, it would be a robbery, and not a treaty; an aét of con- 
ftraint and violence, not of compact and volition ; a conqueft, not an Union. 
An Union formed upon fuch principles, and accompliflied by {uch means, po- 
licy never could require, juftice never could fanctify, wifdom never approve, 


“his affertion in fo many words in his fpeech.—TJreland, fays he, has been always treated with in- 
‘© juftice and illiberality.—Ireland, fays Junius, has been uniformly plundered and oppreffed. This 
“* is not the flander of Junius, or the candor of Mr. Pitt; itis hiftory. For centuries has the Bri- 
‘© tifh nation and parliament kept you down ; fhackled your commerce ; paralyfed your exertions ; 
defpifed your chara&ter; and ridiculed your pretenfions to any privileges commercial or con- 
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‘© ftitutional. She never conceded a point to you which fhe could avoid, or granted a favor which 
was not relu€tantly diftilled. They have been all wrung from her, like drops of her heart's blood, 
and you are not in poffefiion of a fingle bleffing, except thofe which you derive from God, that 
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has not been either purchafed or extorted by the virtue of your own parliament from the illibe- 
rality of England.” 

* This gentleman as well as Mr. O'Donnel denied the affertion made from the treafury bench, 
that nineteen counties had petitioned for the Union. 
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patriotifm never reconcile, time never cement, force never eftablith. It might 
be an Union for a few days, a few months, perhaps for a few years; but it 
would be followed by ages of ill blood, generations of hoftility, centuries of 
conteft and defolation, and mifery to that ifland to all eternity. It would be 
an Union founded on the violation of public faith, ereéted on national de- 
gradation, equally fubverfive of the moral, phyfical, and political fitnefs of 
things, and equally odious and abominable in the fight of God and man. 

Sir John Parnell faid, that he would fupport the amendment for the pur- 
pofe of preventing thofe difturbances and that feparation from Great Britain, 
which fome gentlemen had accufed the Anti-unionifis of promoting. 

Sir John Blaquiere recommended an Union chiefly for the convenience of 
Great Britain, which was now obliged, by the diftraétions and divifions of 
Ireland, to employ for her internal fafety a force, that might be more bene- 
ficially ufed in fupport of the general interefts of the empire. 

Dr. Browne had become more inclined to an Union tlian he had been in the 
preceding feffion, becaufe he thought it more neceffary from intermediate cir- 
cumftances. After the fcenes which he had witnefied in that country during 
the rebellion, and for fome time after, he exprefsly declared to fome very 
refpeétable and dignified friends, who well remembered it, that he thought fuch 
an Union under the then exitting circumftances defirable, and he never did 
at any time fhew the heat and fury upon the fubjeét, which other men had 
done. The difpofition of the college in general was again{tit; but was fo far 
from being univerfal, that nearly half of the governing part of the fociety fa- 
voured it. And fome of them had faid, they would never vote for the man 
who oppofed the Union. 

It did not feem to hima good method of promoting the Union, to perfecute 
every man with calumny and abufe, who faid, that he thought they ought to 
hear what England propofed, even though he refted that opinion merely on 
his notion of its propriety. If oppofition to the Union proceeded from love 
of the nation, he refpected it; if from regard to individual power, or perfonal 
agerandizement, he concerned not himfelf about it. 

Had he feen after the rejeCtion of the Union laft year any meanines brought 
forward to conciliate the people, or to heal the diftraétions of the country; 
had he feen any revivifcence of that {pirit, which produced the conftitution 
of 1782, coming forward to preferve it, he fhould not have liftened to pro- 
pofals of Union. But for gentlemen to fuppofe, that if parliament did not 
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fupport itfelf, it could be fupported ; to fuppofe that without domeftic virtue, 
the nation would trouble itfelf about its exiftence, was abfurd. The truth was, 
apathy had gone through the nation upon the fubject; in 1782, the idea of 
an Union could not have been brought forward; in 1785, it could not have 
been brought forward; why could it then? Becaufe then the parliament had 
the warm affections of the nation, and now it had not. 

The method of preventing Union was not by rebellion, nor by Orange 
fyftems: nor by looking for republics, nor by holding up every man as a re- 
bel, who difapproved of particular meafures; it fhould have been by regular 
obedience to the Jaws, and conftitutional parliamentary oppofition to the 
propofed meafure. 

The meafures of laft feffion to which he had alluded particularly, were the 
rebellion bili and the Fitzgerald bill. The firft, which he knew was rather 
forced upon the government than fought for by it, and which therefore was 
not imputable to the executive power, enabled any petty officer to take up 
any perfon on the vague charge of affifting the rebellion, on his mere fufpicion 
founded on any foolith word or indifcreet trifling aétion, try him, and execute 
him, without the poffibility of appeal to any other tribunal. This law ftill 
exifted. Why did they not feel it? Why notknowit? Why were they ig- 
norant that they lived under fuch power? Becaufe the wifdom, the prudence, 
the temper, the humanity, the goodnefs of the chief governor prevented it; 
he could not forget, that he lived under fuch law; he could not forget that 
the parliament, while it contended againft the ademption of its rights, volun- 
tarily relinquifhed them all, or that to-morrow a hot, or impudent, or weak 
fucceffor might make them feel this unbounded power in its excefs. 

The other, which he called the Fitzgerald bill, made for a particular in- 
ftance, as it was thouglit it would, fereened the greateft outrage upon private 
innocence that was ever known. To his certain knowledge, no meafure ever 
fo much promoted the Union, nor made fo many converts among the dif- 
paffionate viewers of their conduét in England, and that country. The abufe 
upon that occafion neither tended to peace, nor was true; he had found in 
England, and fo he faid a year ago to his conftituents, more coolnefs, more 
kind difpofition to their country than among the fons of Ireland, and to re- 
prefent it as always hoftilc evidently tended to feparation. 

Mr. Plunket in a very long and animated fpeech refleéted feverely on Dr. 
Browne's change of opinion. He went over the old field of argument; traced 
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the proceedings of the government from the firft mention of the fcheme, cen- 
{ured both the meafure and the means; and earneftly exhorted the miniftry 
not to offer violence to the fettled principles or fhake the fettled loyalty of 
the country. 

The prime ferjeant took notice of the arts, which lad been praétifed by tlic 
Anti-union faction, to delude and inflame the people. He accufed the lea- 
ders of that party of having reforted to the ufual auxiliaries of a bad caufe— 
virulence, mifreprefentation, clamor, and fedition. Ile then appealed to the 
well-meaning and highly-refpectable gentlemen, who had oppofed the Union 
from a fincere opinion of its impolicy, whether it were juft or candid to co- 
operate with the faction in preventing a cool difcuffion of the meafure. Asa 
great proportion of the kingdom had declared in its favor, he thought it the 
duty of the reprefentatives of the people to give it a fair inyeftigation. 

Mr. Barrington, by ferious reflection, was confirmed in his opinion that a 
revolutionary meafure arifing from the afhes of a rebellion, and grounded on 
the diftraGtions of a nation, could not be permanent; and he dreaded the ul- 
timate lofs of Britifh connexion from the pertinacity of thofe minifters, who 
wifhed to deprive Ireland of her independence. 

Sir John Macartney and Mr. Egan fupported, and Mr. Luke lox oppofed 
the amendment. 

Mr. Grattan entered the houfe between Mr. William B. Ponfonby and Mh. 
Arthur Moore, whilft Mr. Egan was on his legs actually referring to the con- 
ftitution of 1782. The re-appearance in parliament of the founder of that 
conttitution at that critical moment and under thofe awful circumfiances, 
electrified the houfe and galleries with an indefcribable emotion of terrific 
joy and expeétation. On nifing to fpeak, he referred to the adjuftment of 
1782. The minifter of Great Britain, he faid, liad come forward in two ce- 
lebrated productions; he declared his intolerance of the parliamentary con- 
{titution of Ireland; that conftitution, which he ordered the feveral viceroys 
to celebrate, in defence of which lie recommended the French war, and to 
which he fwore the yeoman, that conftitution he now declared to be a mi- 
ferable imperfection, concurring with the men, whoin he had executed for 
thinking the Iriih parliament a grievance; differing from them in the remedy 
only: they propofing to fubftitute a republic, and he the voke of the Britifh 
parliament. They had feen him inveigh againft their projects; let them hear 
him in defence of his own: he denied in the face of the two uations a public 
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fact regiftered aud recorded ; he difclaimed the final adjuftment, as being no 
more than an incipient train of negociation. That fettlement confifted of 
feveral paris, every part a record, eftablifhing on the whole two grand pofi- 
tions: firft, the admiffion of Ireland’s claim to be legiflated by no other par- 
lament but that of Ireland: fecondly, the finality impofed upon the two 
nations; regarding all conftitutional projeéts affecting each other. Finality 
was not only a part of the fettlement, but one of its principal objeéts; finality 
was the principal obje@ of England, as legiflative independency was the ob- 
ject of Ireland. 

Having f{poken very largely to the two points of regency and war, on 
which the Unionifts refted their ftrongeft arguments againft the conftitution 
of 1782, he thus continued: “I will put a queftion to my country. I will 
“¢ fuppofe her at the bar, and I will then afk, Will you fight for an Union as 
‘« you would for a conftitution? Will you fight for thofe lords and commons, 
who in the laft century, took away your trade, and in the prefent your con- 
‘ ftitution, as for that king, lords, and commons, who reftored both? Well, 
‘« the minifter has deftroyed this conftitution. To deftroy is eafy. The edi- 
“ fices of the mind, like the fabrics of marble, require an age to build, but afk 
ouly minutes to precipitate; and, as the fall is of no time, fo neither is it 
“ the effect of any ftrength. That conftitution, which with more or lefs vio- 
lence has been the inheritance of this country for fix hundred years; that 
modus tenendi parliamentum, which lafted and out-lafted of Plantagenet the 
wars, of Tudor the violence, and of Stuart the fyftematic falfehood; even 
the bond and condition of our connexion, are now the objects of minif- 
‘“ terial attack. The conftitution which he deftroys is one of the pillars of 
“« Britifh empire; dear in its violation, dear in its recovery. Its reftoration 
‘ coft Ireland her nobleft efforts; it was the habitation of her loyalty, as 
“ well as of her liberty, where the had hung up the fword of the volunteer ; 
“ licr temple of fame, as well as of freedom, where fhe had feated herfelf, as 
‘« fhe vainly thought, in modeft fecurity and in a long repofe. I have done 
“ with the pile which the minifter batters, I come to the Babel which he 
builds; and, as he throws down without a principle, fo does he conftrué 
‘“‘ without a foundation. This fabric he calls an Union; and to this his fa- 
hric there are two ftriking objections. Firft, it,is no Umion: it is not an 
identification of people, for it excludes the Catholics: Secondly, it is a 
* confolidation of the legiflatures; that is to fay, it merges the Irifh par- 
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“ liament, and incurs every objection to an Union, without obtaining the 
“ only objeét which an Union profeffes: it is an extinction of the con- 
“ ftitution, and an exclufion of the people.” 

What was the laneuage of the minifter’s advocates to the Catholic body ° 
“ You were before the Union, as three to one; you will be by the Union as 
“ one to four.” Thus he founds their hopes of political power on the ex- 
tinétion of phyfical confequence, and makes the inanity of their body and the 
non-entity of their country the pillars of their future ambition. He after- 
wards obferved, that the minifter, by his firft plan, as detailed by his ad- 
vocates, not only excluded the Catholics from parliament, but alfo deprived 
the Proteftants of a due reprefentation in that affembly; that he ftruck off 
one half of the reprefentatives of counties, and preferved the proportion of 
boroughs as two to one; thus difmiffing for ever the queftions of Catholic 
emancipation and parliamentary reform: that, inftead of reforming abufes in 
church and itate, he wifhed to entail them on pofterity; that, in heu of Pro- 
teftant afcendancy and Catholic participation, he propofed to conftitute bo- 
rough afcendancy in perpetual abufe and dominion ; that it was his aim to 
reform the Britith parliament by nearly fixty boroughs. and that of Ireland by 
nearly five hundred and fifty-eight Englith and Scotch members, and thus by 
mutual mif-reprefentation frame an imperial Houfe of Commons, who would 
become the hoft of minifters, not the reprefentatives ot the people. 

Of the predicament in which the new members would be placed, he iaid, 
never was there a fituation, in which men would have fo much temptation to 
aét ill, and fo little to aét well. Subject to great expence and confequent 
diftreffes, having no fupport from the voice of an [rith public, no check, they 
would be in fituation a fort of gentlemen of the empire, that 1s to fay, gentle- 
men at large, unowned by one countrv, and unelected by the other, fufpended 
between both, falfe to both, and belonging to neither. The fagacious Britith 
fecretary of ftate had remarked, how great would be the advantage to the ta- 
lents of Ireland, to have this opportunity in the Britith empire thus opened! 
that was what they dreaded: that the market of St. Stephen would be opened 
to the individual, and the talents of the country, like its property, draughted 
from the kingdom of Ireland to be fold in London. Thefe men, from their 
fituation (man was the child of fituation), though their native honor might 
ftruggic, would be the adventurers of a moft expenfive kind, adventurers with 
pretenfions, dreffed and fold, as it were, in the fhrouds and grave-clothes of 
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the Inifh parliament, and playing for hire their tricks on her tomb, the only 
repofitory the minifter would allow to an Irith conftitution; the images of de- 
gradation and the reprefentatives of nothing; he then noticed the bribes 
offered by Mr. Pitt. To the Proteftant Church perpetual fecurity was pro- 
mifed; but a meafure that would annihilate the parliament by which that 
church was upholden, and disfranchife the people who fupported that efta- 
blifhment, would rather tend, he faid, to its difgrace and ruin. 

To the Catholic clergy falaries were promifed. Thofe who had been 
firongly acculed of difloyalty were to be rewarded for imputed treafons again{t 
the king, if they would commit real treafons againft the people. Salaries, he 
allowed, might reafonably be given to thofe fectaries for the exercife of reli- 
gious duty; but he could not appprove the grant of wages for political apof- 
tacy. According to this plan, the Catholic religion would feem to difqualify 
its followers from receiving the bleffings of the conftitution, while their 
hoftility to that conftitution qualified them to receive a falary for the exercife 
of their religion, which would thus be at once punifhed by civil difability and 
encouraged by ccclefiaftical provifion: as good Catholics they would be dif- 
qualified, and, as bad citizens, would be rewarded. 

A commutation of tithes formed another bribe. It had formerly been 
obferved by fome of the king’s minifters, in oppofition to a propofal of that 
kind from Mr. Grattan, that it would tend to the overthrow of the church; 
but now, he faid, the premier was not unwilling to overturn the church, if he 
could at the fame time overturn the conftitution. 

Bribes were alfo offered to the mercantile body. Commercial benefits were 
holden out for political annihilation; and an abundance of capital was pro- 
mifed; but firft, a great part of the landed capital of the country would be 
taken away by the necefiary operations of an Union. This rival being re- 
moved, commercial capital, it was fuppofed, would quickly take its place. 
But thefe and other promifes of the minifter would probably be found vi- 
fionary. He goes on (faid Mr. Grattan) afferting with great eafe to himfelf, 
and without any obligation to faét, upon the fubjeét. Icarian imagination is 
the region in which he delights to fport. Where he is to take away your parlia- 
ment, where he is to take away your firft judicature, where he is to take away 
your money, where he is to increafe your tax¢s, where’ he is to get an Irith 
tribute, there he is a plain direct matter-of-fact man; but where he is to pay 
you for all this, there he is poetic and prophetic; no longer a third-hand 
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financier, but an infpired accountant. Fancy gives him her wand ; Amalthea 
takes him by the hand; Ceres is in his train. The Englifh capitalift, he 
thinks, will fettle his family in the midft of thofe Irith Catholics, whom he 
does not think it fafe to admit into parliament ; as fubjeéts, he thinks them 
dangerous; as a neighbouring multitude, fate. The Englifth manufacturer 
will make this diftinétion : he will dread them as individuals, but will confide in 
them as a body, and fettle his family and his property im the midft of them ; 
he will therefore, the miniftcr fuppofes, leave his mines, leave his machinery, 
leave his comforts, leave his habits, conquer his prejudices, and come over to 
Ireland to mcet his taxes, and mils his conftitution. The manufaturers 
did not do this when the taxes of Ireland were tew, or when there was no 
military government in Ireland: however, as prejudices again{t this country 
increafe, he fuppofes that commercial confidence may increafe likewife. There 
is no contradicting all this, becaufe arguments which reafon does not fuggeft 
reafon cannot remove, cfides, the minifter in all this does not argue, but 
foretell; now you cannot anfwer a prophct, you can only ditbelieve him. The 
premicr finds a great abfentec draught: he gives you another; and, having 
fecured to you two complaints, he engages to cure both. Among the prin- 
cipal caufes of complaint, we may reckon another effeét arifing from the 
non-refidence of the Irith landlords, whofe prefence on their own eftates is ne- 
ceffary for the fuccour, as well as the improvement of their tenantry; that 
the peafants may not pcerifh for want of medicines, of cordial, or of cure, 
which they can only find in the adminittration of the landlord, who civilizes 
them, and regulates tlicm in the capacity of a magiftrate, while he covers them 
and hufbands them in that of a protector, improving not only them but him- 
{elf by the exercife of his virtues, as well as by the difpenfation of his pro- 
perty, drawing together the two orders of fuciety, the rich and the poor, until 
each may adminifter to the other, and civilize the one by giving, and the 
other by receiving ; fo that ariftocracy and democracy may havea head and 
a body; fo that the rich may bring on the poor, and the poor may fupport 
the rich; and both contributing to the ftrength, order, and beauty of the 
ftate, may form that pillar of focicty whercall below is ftrength, and all above 
is grace. How does the minifter’s plan accomplith this? He withdraws the 
landed gentlemen, and then improves Irifh manners by Englith faétors. The 
minifter propofes to you to give up the ancient inheritance of your country, 
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and to regifter this proclamation inan aét, which inflicts on this ancient na- 
_tion an eternal difability ; and he accompanies thefe monftrous propofals by 
undifguifed terror and unqualified bribery ; and this he calls no attack on 
the honor and dignity of the kingdom. The thing which he propofes to buy 
is what cannot be fold---liberty. or it he has nothing to give. Every thing 
of value which you poffefs you obtained under a free conftitution: if you re- 
fign this, you muft not only be flaves but idiots. His propofitions are built 
upon nothing but your difhonor. Ie tells you (at is his main argument) 
that you are unfit to exercife a free conftitution ; and he affects to prove it 
by the experiment. Jacobinifm grows, he fays, out of the very ftate and 
condition of Ireland. I have heard of parliament impeaching minifters; but 
here is a minifter impeaching parliament. He does more; he impeaches the 
parliamentary conftitution itfelf. The abufes in that conftitution he has pro- 
teéted ; it is only its exiftence that he deftroys: and on what ground? Your 
exports fince your emancipation, under that con{titution, and in a great mea- 
fure by it, have been nearly doubled ; commercially therefore it has worked 
well. Your concord with England fince the emancipation, as far as it relates 
to parliament, on the fubject of war, has been not only improved, but has 
been produétive; imperially, therefore, it has worked well. To what then 
does the minifter in faét objeét? that you have fupported him, that you have 
concurred in his fyftem: therefore he propofes to the people to abolith the 
parliament, and to continue the minifter. He does more; he propofes to you 
to fubftitute the Britifh parliament in your place, to deftroy the body that re- 
ftored your liberties, and reftore that body, which deftroyed them. Againft 
fuch a propofition, were I expiring on the fluor, I fhould beg to utter my laf 
breath, and to record my dying tcitimony.” 

Mr. Corry replied at large to Mr. Grattan. The inferiority of the Irith 
conftitution was obvious in the want of that power of controlling the exer- 
cife of the royal prerogative in queftions of peace and war, which the Britifh 
lords and commons poffeffed. Where, he might afk, was the control of the 
Hibernian parliament over the Britifh minifter advifing the king to declare 
war, when even with refpeét to the minifter in Ireland the power of that body 
was totally inoperative over what the honorable gentleman himfelf had fo 
often expreflively termed the fugacious refponfibility of thofe, who could elude 
the grafp of parliament, and fcoff at its authority by ftepping on board of 
the packet ? 

On 
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On the divifion about ten o’clock in the morning, 96 voted for the amend- 
ment, 138 againft it. This majority of 42 exceeded the warmeft expeéta- 
tions of government; and the viceroy hoped to increafe it by allowing an 
interval of fome weeks to pafs, before he fent to either houfe a copy of the re- 
folutions of the parliament of Great Britain. 

The defeat of the Anti-Unionifts by a majority of 42, flufhed the minifter 
with confidence, and drove their opponents almoft to defperation. The mem- 
bers were now fo far marfhalled into their ranks, that confiderable changes or 
converfions were not to be expected on either fide: fome folitary inftances of 
converfions did appear. No means of converfion or confirmation were omit- 
ted on either fide. In order to counteraét the firft effeéis of this minifterial 
triumph in the capital, within an hour or two after the adjournment of the 
Houfe of Commons (at ten o’clock on the 16th of January) an aggregate 
meeting of the freemen and freeholders of the city of Dublin was convened 
by inftant requifition, at which they paffed very ftrong refolutions,* and 

amongi{t 


* The following were the proceedings of the meeting, which fhew the fpirit of that day. 


AGGREGATE MEETING. 
16th January 1800. 


Ata moft numerous and refpectable meeting of the freemen and freeholders of the city of Dub- 
lin, affembled this day by requifition, at the Seffions-houfe, 

The Hieu Suerirrs in the Chair, 

The following gentlemen were conftituted a committee, who reported the following refolutions 
and addrefs, which were unanimoufly agreed to by the meeting ; Mr. Hartley, Mr. Deafe, Mr. 
Rawlins, Mr. R. M‘Donnell, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Alderman Howifon, 

** 1, That the conftitution of Ireland, as eftablifhed at the memorable period of 1782, is the in- 
defeafible and unalienable right of ourfelves and our pofterity. 

«© 9, That we do moft folemnly and firmly proteft againft any a€t, which in defiroying that con- 
‘€ ftitution, exceeds the powers with which our reprefentatives in parliament have been invefted ; 
** and we do aflfert, that they have no right to adopt the difgraceful propofal of this our extin@tion 
“ for ever. Their powers are limited in time and extent, but the rights of the people are unpre- 
*¢ fcriptable and immortal. 

‘© 3. That the re-propofal of the meafure of a Legiflative Union with Great Britain to the fame 


a 


‘ parliament, which not a year fince rejected even its difcuffion with indignation, is as infulting, 
“* as its confequences may be dreadful. 

** 4, That the means refortedto for the purpofe of procuring a parliamentary concurrence in this 
** meafure, and a delufive approbation of the people, are bafe and unconftitutional ; and we call 
on 
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amonett otlicrs a moft enthufiaftic panegyric on the talents, virtue, and pa- 
triotiim of Mr. Grattan, their late member. The quick fhiftings of the po- 
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on thofe who fupported the meafure, to recollect, that while they think they can violate the 
conftitution with impunity, we remember we have taken a folemn oath to maintain it. 
** 5. That we contemplate with horror, the ungenerous language held to us in the hour of our 
diftrefs. The manner in which we acquired our glorious conftitution is openly avowed ; it re- 
mains only for us to fay, that a conftitution which we proudly afferted, ought never to be bafely 
furrendered, and we pledge ourfelves moft folemnly, while we have life, we never will be the 
willing flaves of difhonorable negociation, 
** 6. That we hail the aufpicious moment of internal unanimity, when the cordial concurrenee 
and co-operation of all fects and perfuafions, as common brothers in a common caufe, fhall 
render any attempt upon our liberties, from whatever quarter it may proceed, difgraceful and 
ineffectual. 
“« 7, That the grateful thanks of this meeting be returned to the virtuous minority of the Houfe 
of Commons, who fupported the independence of Ireland, by oppofing a Legiflative Union with 
Great Britain. 
** §. That our worthy reprefentatives, J. C. Beresford, Efq. and the Right Hon. George Ogle, 
highly merit, and we do hereby tender them our fincere acknowledgments for their uniform and 
fteady oppofition to an attempt to annihilate the independence of Ireland. , 
*¢ g. That our warmeft thanks and gratitude are due, and are hereby given, to the Right Ho- 
norable John Fofter, Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, whofe virtuous and patriotic conduct 
have endeared him to every Irifhman, who loves his country; and that we can never defpair of 
the fuccefs of a caufe, fupported by the talents and virtue of a man, who has on all occafions 
proved himfelf the fteady friend of Ireland. 
«© 10. That we feel the moft lively fatisfa€tion at the return of our late able and virtuous repre- 
fentative, H. Grattan, Efq. to our fenate, at this alarming crifis of our liberty ; and that we de- 
rive the moft encouraging prefage from the addition of fuch fplendid talents, and fuch well-tried 
virtue, to the honeft triends of Ireland, who, unfedueed by corruption, and unawed by power, 
have continued firm to the truft repofed in them by their country; and that the following addrefs 
be prefented to Mr. Grattan : 
“TSIR; 

‘« FOR your fpirit and patriotifm, aceept our moft grateful acknowledgments. 
You have come forward at a time moft critical to Irith liberty, to fave the conftitution. 
** This attempt of the minifter, the annexation ‘or ever of the kingdom of Ireland to the Britifh 
parliament, is hateful to every lover of his country. When you fo illuftrioufly diftinguifhed 
yourfelf in eftablifhing the independence of the Irifh legiflature, the fupport of the people was 
not wanting. You will have it on this occafion, and with your virtues and talents, it would be 
criminal to defpair of fuceefs.” 7 
** Refolved, That the high fheriffs be requefted to prefent faid refolutions and addrefs, accom- 


panied by fuch freemen and freeholders as chufe to attend. 
© Refolved, 
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pularis aura fhould not here pafs unnoticed. The ingratitude and calum- 
nies of Mr. Grattan’s late conftituents had weighed not lightly in the fcale, 
which turned that gentleman’s refolution to retire from parliament. They 
now piaced him at the head of the triunivirate of their affections and adora- 
tion with Mefirs. Fofter and Ogle, who had been unceafing objects of Mr. 
Grattan’s oppofition during the whole courfe of his political career in par- 
liament. 

On the 15th of February 1800, petitions againit a legiflative Union with 


** Refolved, Tnat the aforefaid refolutions, with the anfwers of the {peaker, our reprefentatives, 
«« and Mr. Grattan, (when received) be printed.” 

The high fheriff having quitted the chair, it was taken by Mr. Alderman Crothers, and the una- 
nimous thanks of the mceting were returned to the high fheriffs, for their patriotic condu dif- 
played by their readinefs in calling this meeting, and their highly proper condu& in the chair. 

The high fheriffs were pleafed to appoint Saturday, at one o'clock, to meet at the Royal Ex- 
change, to proceed to the feveral gentlemen with the refolutions of thanks, &c. 


The following are the anfwers to the above refolutions : 
‘© GENTLEMEN, 


« IT AM truly thankful for your approbation of my conduét, and the very flat- 
tering terms in which it is expreffed. 


» 
x 


«« A fincere conviction of the ruinous confequences attendant on a Legiflative Union, bound me 
to oppofe it. Every day’s refleGtion fince has ferved to increafe that conviction, and to fhew me 
that the great fafeguard and true fecurity of our own liberties, and of what is equally dear to 
every loyal Irifhman, our perpetual connexion with Great Britain, lie in the prefervation of a 
feparate independent parliament within the kingdom, under the conftitution eftablifhed and rati- 
“* fied in 1782. 

«© Accept my warmeft thanks, and believe me to be with the moft fincerc refpeét and attachment 
your very faithful and obedient fervant, Joun Foster.” 
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«© GENTLEMEN, 
“ YOUR refolution does us great honor: we are grateful for it. When we 
geafe to deferve your confidence, we hope you will withdraw it from us for ever. 


n~ 
n 


« J.C. BERESFORD. 
‘© Grorce OcLeE.” 
“ GENTLEMEN, 

«© T AGREE with you in thinking the prefent crifis to be truly alarming. After 
confidering the proje&t of an Union fully, fairly, and difpaffionately, with every advantage pro- 
mifed and profeffed, I do really and fincerely think it the worft meafure ever propofed in this 
country. I fhall contribute my mite to oppofe it; I have no confidence in the powers of my 
own broken and fhattered exertions; but I have fufficient ftrength remaining to bear my laft 
* teftimony againft an Union, Henry GRrarran,” 

Dublin, Jan.18, 1809. 
Vou. II. ae: Great 
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Great Britain were received from the counties of Dublin, Limerick, Wexford, 
Cavan, Longford, Tipperary, Galway, Meath and Fermanagh, as alfo from 
the city of Limerick, and the town of Belfaft, and feveral others. When 
on the introduétion of the Tipperary petition, 

Mr. Bagwell (one of the reprefentatives of that county) declared, that 
notwithftanding the fupport he had been induced to give the meafure of 
a legiflative Union, on the firft night of the feffion, from the refolutions of . 
a number of his refpeétable conftituents, in favor of it, having been pre- 
fented to him by the high theriff; yet, on infpecting the lift of names affixed 
to the petition before the houfe, he obferved fo large a majority of the 
independence and property of the county, among whom he difcerned the 
names of feveral, who had before declared a different fentimént on the quef- 
tion, that he was now determined to oppofe the meafure whenever brought 
forward in parliament. 

Sir L. Parfons ftated to the houfe an aét, which he confidered’ as the 
greateft enormity, an high infringement of the privileges of parliament, and 
a violation of the liberties of the fubjeét. He faid he had it from a moft 
refpeGlable authority, which he named, that fome time ago Major Rogers; 
who commands at Birr, having been told that there was an intention of 
affembling the freeholders and inhabitants to deliberate on the propriety of 
petitioning againft a legiflative Union, the major replied he would difperfé 
them by force if they attempted any fuch thing; that the major, however, 
applied to government for direétion: what anfwer or direétions he received 
could only be judged of by his immediate conduét. On Sunday laft feveral 
inagiftrates and refpeétable inhabitants affembled in the feffion-houfe, when 
the high fheriff (Mr. Derby) went to them and ordered them to difperfe, 
or he would compel them; they were about to depart, when a gentleman 
came and told them the army was approaching; the affembly had but juft 
time to vote the refolutions, but not to fign them; they broke up, and as 
they went out of the feffion-houfe, they faw moving towards it a column 
of troops with four pieces of cannon in front, matches lighted, and every 
difpofition for an attack upon the feffion-houfe; a building fo conftruéted, 
that if a cannon had been fired, it muft have fallen on the magiftrates and 
the people, and buried them in its ruins. A gentleman fpoke to Major 
Rogers on the fubje&t of his approaching in that hoftile manner; his anfwer 
was, that he waited but for one word from the fheriff, that he might blow 

them 
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them to atoms! Thefe were the dreadful meafures, Sir Laurence faid, by 
which government endeavoured to force the Union upon the people of Ire- 
land, by ftifling their fentiments and dragooning them into fubmiffion. He 
then propofed two refolutions to the houfe to the following effect: 

ift. “ That to prevent by military force the freeholders of any county 
“ from meeting to petition parliament, is a grofs violation of the privileges 
“ of this houfe, and a fubverfion of the conftitution. 

2d. “ That Verney Derby, Efq. and Major Rogers do attend at the bar 
“ of this houfe on Wednefday next.” 

Mr. Bowes Daly feconded the motion. He reprobated fuch violent con- 
duét, and hoped country gentlemen would make a common caufe of it. 

Lord Caftlereagh faid, that he had never before, either in his official or 
parliamentary capacity, heard a fyllable of the matter then ftated to the 
houfe. The honorable baronet ought to have come prepared with proofs of 
the facts alleged; but his manner feemed more calculated to inflame than to 
inform. He had affumed as faét, perhaps upon very flight authority, an 
outrage, which every man muft condemn, if true; and then he had thought 
proper to impute to government the odium of that outrage. As to the firft 
refolution, his lordthip faid it would be derogatory to the dignity of parlia- 
ment to vote an acknowledged truifm. It was one of the many inflam- 
matory tricks, which had of late been frequently played off, and if now 
adopted would feem to admit the faét alleged, by unneceffarily declaring 
a principle always and univerfally afferted. 

Sir John Parnell, Mr. Ogle, and Mr. J. C. Beresford fpoke againft the 
enormity of the alleged offence; but they agreed that the parties accufed 
fhould be heard at the bar; and, upon the fuggeftion of thofe gentlemen, Sir 
Laurence Parfons withdrew his firft refolution, and the fecond paffed unani- 
moutly. 

Then Lord Caftlereagh acquainted the houfe that he had a * meflage from 

his 

* « CORNWALLIS, 

** AT the clofe of the Jaft feffion, in obedience to the particular commands, 
** which I received from his majefty, I acquainted this parliament, that a joint addrefs of the two 
“* houfes of parliament of Great Britain had been laid before his majefty, accompanied by refolutions 
‘* propofing and recommending a complete and entire union between Great Britain and Ireland, to 
“* be eftablifhed by the mutual confent of both parliaments, founded on equal and liberal principles, 


** on the fimilarity of conftitution and government, and on a fenfe of nivtual interefts and affections, 
#42 “« | have 
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his excellency the lord lieutenant, which he read; and then proceeded in 
great confidence to lay open the plan of the Union, which he now looked up 
to as a certainty. 

He pretaced his fpeech with fome remarks on the unfavorable reception, 
which had attended it in the preceding year, and on the change of fentiment, 
which had taken place in the minds of many who were then hoftile to the 
meafure. The refiftance to it, he faid, had been principally occafioned by 
ignorance of its nature and mifreprefentation of its effe¢ts. In proportion 
as it was more deliberately and fully inveftigated, the oppofition to it became 
lefs general, and the clamours lefs violent. The great body of the landed 
property in Ireland became friendly to the principle; for the property of thofe 
who had declared in favor of it in the two houfes of parliament, was, in 
comparifon with that of its opponents, nearly in the proportion of three 
to one. Nineteen counties, whofe fuperficial contents formed five-fevenths 
of the ifland, had come forward in its fupport. He did not mean to affert, 
that thefe counties were unanimous in approving the meafure. Complete 
and perfect unanimity was not to be expeéted upon any great political quef- 
tion; but he would venture to affert, that a very great proportion of the 
property in thofe counties decidedly favored it, and moft of the great com- 
mercial towns in the kingdom had alfo declared in its favor. Dublin was 
then affeGted, as Edinburgh had been at the time of the union with Scotland ; 


‘¢ T have it now further in command from his majefty to lay thofe refolutions before this houfe, 
‘* and folemnly to recommend to the confideration of his faithful commons the great objeéts they 
‘* embrace. 

*« His majetty has obferved with increafing fatisfa€tion, that the fentiments which have continued 
‘© to be manifefted in favor of this important and falutary meafure by fuch numerous and refpeét- 
‘« able defcriptions of his Trifh fubje&ts, confirm the hope he has expreffed, that its accomplifhment 
‘* will prove to be as much the joint wifh as it unqueftionably is the common intereft of both his 
** kingdoms : an event to which his majefty looks forward with the utmoft earneftnefs, as the only 
‘© means, by which the common intercfts of all his people can be indiffolubly united, and their 
“© fecurity and happinefs can be permanently eftablifhed. 

‘* His majefty therefore relies on the wifdom of his parliaments, and the loyal concurrence of 
‘* his people for the completion of this great work, with a firm perfuafion that a full and unreferved 
‘* participation of conftitutional and commercial advantages will augment and perpetuate the prof- 
*€ perity of his fubjeéts of his united kingdom, und that under the favor of Divine Providence the 
‘“ freedom and power of the Britifh empire will be eftablithed on a foundation not to be fhaken 
‘* by the efforts either of its foreign or domeftic enemies,” . 


and 
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and he trufted would like Edinburgh have caufe to be thankful to Provi- 
dence for the accomplifhment of an union with Great Britain. 

He then animadverted on the proceedings of the chief adverfaries of the 
Union, who not fatisfied with exercifing their deliberative powers within 
thofe walls, but organizing themfelves in another place, empowering certain 
perfons* to fend their letters miffive through the country, and eftablifhing 
agents in the different counties, to bring the mafs of the people to the bar of 
that houfe, as petitioners againft the meafure of Union. He was forry to fay, 
that fome of the agents of thofe gentlemen had gone forth with the moft 
unwarrantable pretences, and adopted the moft treacherous artifices, and the 
moft ludicrous mifreprefentations, to deceive and diftraét the populace, whofe 
fignatures againft an Union they wifhed to obtain. That had alfo been the 
cafe in the Scotifh Union? The table of the parliament was day after day, 
for the fpace of three months, covered with fuch petitions: but the Scotifh 
legiflators acted as, he trufted, the Irith parliament would aét; they confidered 
only the public advantage; and, fteadily purfuing that objeét, neither mif- 
led by artifices nor intimidated by tumult, they received, in the gratitude of 
their country that reward, which amply compenfated their arduous labors in 
the great work fo happily accomplithed. 

The principle of the meafure had been inveftigated with fuch depth of ar- 
gument and fuch found ability,t in a fpeech, which had been fince com- 
mitted to the prefs, that he confidered it as placed bevond queftion or doubt. 

With regard to the mode of proceeding, which the projectors of the fcheme 
intended to adopt, he premifed, that it was originally their with to follow the 
forin purfued in the Union with Scotland, and to propofe the appointment of 
comnmuffiouers of both realms, who might digeft articles for the confideration 
of the two parliaments; but that, as this plan had been prevented by the refu- 
fal of the Irith Houfe of Commons to allow a difcuffion of the queftion, it be- 
came expedient for his majefty’s minifters to adopt meafures, which might 
defeat the mifreprefentations of their views, and unfold to this kingdom the 
liberal intentions of Great Britain. For this purpofe they had introduced 
into the Britifh parliament thofe articles, which had been now tranfmitted to 
Ireland, forming a bafis for more extenfive refolutions. After the minute in- 
veftigation of thefe articles in the parliament of Ireland, and the detailed ap- 


* Alluding to the Marquis of Downfhire, &c. vide antea. 
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-plication of the general principles involved in them, the matured fcheme would 
be fubmitted to the approbation of each legiflature, and eventually fanétioned 
by folemn acts. ; ' 

The fecretary’s firft propofition ftated the grand objeé&t in terms fimilar to 
thofe of the firft refolution of the Britifh parliament. The three articles 
which followed tended to eftablifh the complete identity of the executive 
power in every poffibility of circumftance and in every application of authori- 
ty. Some would think that this object was fecured by the aét of annexation ; 
but, though he venerated that aét as the only bond now conneéting this 
realm with Britain, he confidered it, both in principle and operation, as ex- 
tremely defeétive. In principle, it gave to the parliament of another coun- 
try, in which the Irith are not reprefented, one of the moft important legifla- 
tive powers, that of regulating the fucceflion to the crown. That the prac- 
tice was not lefs defeétive than the principle, appeared in the cafe of the re- 
gency; for the prince of Wales was abfolutely conftituted regent by the addrefs 
of the Irifh legiflature, before any regent was appointed by Great Britain. 

To prove the danger of fo imperfeét a connexion his lordihip inftanced the 
conduét of James II., when after his abdication of the crown of England, he 
repaired to Ireland, and made ufe of the parliament as an inftrument for 
erecting his oppofition to England, and eftablifhing a diftinét monarchy in 
Ireland.* 

He then put fome illuftrative queftions refpeCting the predicament in which 
Ireland ftood in the important cafes of war, of peace, and of treaties. He then 
referred to a more frequent and juft ground of complaint in that houfe, that the 
Trifh minifter, aéting as he did under the direétion of a Britifh cabinet, was not 
refponfible to the Irifh parhament from the moment of his withdrawing from 
this kingdom, unlefs, by a derogation from our independence, we fhould im- 
peach him at the bar of the parliament of Great Britain for offending againft 
the conftitution of Ireland. Who, he afked, advifed the meafures of the Irith 
government? The Englifh minitier. And how could the Irifh parliament 
reach him? Who adminiftered the great feal of England, without which no 
Jegiflative a€t could be ratified? An Englifh minifter. And how could the 
Irifh parliament reach him? In fhort, how could an efficient and conftitu- 
tional refponfibility be obtained, but by making the jurifdiétion of parlia- 


* Vide antea, Vol. I. 
ment 


OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 1007 


ment as comprehenfive as the executive power? And this could be effeéled 
by an Union alone. 

He feparately and fucceflively refuted all the objections made againft the 
Union, as to its reducing Ireland to a mere colony, as to its weakening the 
executive power in Ireland, as to the impotency of a non-refident parliament, 
and as to future commercial and financial arrangements. 

He then entered into the following detail. _ 

Upon a.comparifon of the average value of the imports and exports of 
Great Britain for three years, ending with January, 1799, compared with 
thofe of Ireland ending on the 25th of March preceding, he found that thie 
value of Britifh commerce amounted to 73,961,890/., and that of Irth com- 
merce to 10,925,961/. and that they bear the proportion to each other of 
nearly feven to one. Ona fimilar comparifon of the value of the following 
articles, viz. malt, beer, fpirits, wine, tea, tobacco, and fugar, confumed in the 
refpeétive countries, he found that the value of the Bnitith articles amounted 
to 46,891,655/., and that of the Irifh articles to 5,954,856/. forming a propor- 
tion of 7 and 7-Sths to one. The medium, therefore, or 71 to 1 was to be 
taken as the fair proportion; and upon this principle Great Britain ought to 
contribute fifteen parts, and Ireland two, to the general expences of the em- 
pire. 

In the article which related to this head, the firft fe€tion provided, that the 
paft debts of the two kingdoms fhould be borne by them refpeétively ; and, if 
they coupled this liberal provifion with the ninth feétion of the article, which 
gave to Ireland a participation in whatever fums might.be produced from the 
territorial revenues of the dependencies of Great Britain in India, they would 
acknowlege not only the juftice but the generofity of the terms. Great Bri- 
tain held out to Ireland a proportional enjoyment of all the advantages of the 
empire, without requiring the finalleft participation in the burthens, which 
the had incurred to procure them; and Ireland would acquire a revenue of 
58,000/. a year, in eafe of her own burthens, out of the revenues paid. by the 
Laft India company, from the territories fubdued .by- Britifh arms. 

By the fecond feétion, the proportional contribution of 15 to 2 would con- 
tinue for twenty years, that the fy{tem of the Union might acquire ftability, | 
before it fhould be fubjeed to the flightett modification. 

When he ftated the fyftem of contributing on the principle of proportional 
ability, he. was aware that a. natural objection would arife, that, however fais 

or 
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or liberal the fyftem might appear at prefent, it might at a future period, and 
under different circumiances, prove to be both partial and difadvantageous. 
It was therefore intended, that the imperial parliament thould have a power 
to revife the proportion at the given period he had mentioned, but that the 
revifion {lould be grounded upon the fame principles, upon which the origi- 
nal proportion was formed, and limited to the refult of thofe principles. 
Their contributions, therefore, might hereafter vary according to their rela- 
tive increafed or diminithed ability ; but, until the period of a common taxa- 
tion fhould have arifen, the principles and the bafis of their contribution were 
unalterably fixed. The only power referved to the imperial parliament, was 
to examine and afcertain the criteria, by which the abilities of the two coun- 
tnes were to be determined: the criteria themfelves were to remain unaltered 
and unalterable: and, fince they were of fuch a nature that they could not 
fail of leading to a fair refult, Irclaud had by thefe means the utmoft poffible 
fecurity, that ihe could not be taxed beyond the meafure of her comparative 
ability, and that the ratio of her contribution mutt ever correfpond with her 
relative wealth and profperity. 

By the fourth feétion, the revenues of Ireland would conftitute a confoli- 
dated fund, which would be charged in the firft place with the intereft and 
finking fund of the debt of Ireland, and be afterwards appropriated to its pro- 
portional contribution. The fifth feétion gave power to the imperial parlia- 
ment to impofe fuch taxes in Ireland as might be neceffary for her contingent; 
but it fhould in no cafe be enabled to impofe higher taxes, after the Union, 
upon any article in Ireland, than the fanic article fhould bear in Great Bri- 
tain. ‘The fixth feétion afcertained the manner, in which any furplus of the 
revenues of Ireland might be applied. There were four confiderations which 
occurred with refpeét to any occafional excefs of revenue. The firft, and moft 
obvious, was the diminution of taxes; the fecond, the application of fuch ex- 
cefs to local purpofes of ornament or improvement in Ireland; the third to 
provide againft any poffible failure of revenue; the fourth to fuffer fuch ex- 
cefs to accumulate at compound intereft, in cafe of their contribution in a 
future period of war. 

It was provided by the feventh feétion, that all future loans, for the intereft 
and liquidation of which the refpe€live countries had made provifion in the 
proportion of their refpeélive contributions, fhould be confidered as a joint 
debt; and, on the other hand, that, where they did not make correfponding 
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provifions, their refpeétive quotas of the fum fo raifed fhould remain a fepa- 
rate charge. 

The eighth feétion contained a provifion, that, when the feparate debts of 
the two kingdoms fhould be either extinguifhed, or in the proportion of their 
refpective contributions, the general expences of the empire might be thencc- 
forward borne by common taxes, in lieu of proportional contribution. It 
might perhaps be alleged, that common taxes with Great Britain would im- 
pofe upon that kingdom heavier burthens than fhe would otherwife be re- 
quired to fupport. But let the houfe confider, that the charges of the debt 
of Great Britain amounted to twenty millions a year, and the charges of the 
debt of Ireland to 1,300,000/. of Britith money a year; and that common 
taxes were not to take place, till either the paft and feparate debts of both 
countries fhould be liquidated, or till they fhould become to each other in 
the proportion of their contributions; that is, in the ratio of 15 to 2. Be- 
fore that could take place, the taxes of Great Britain muft be reduced by the 
amount of ten millions a year; in whicli cafe, the fcale of her remaining tax- 
ation would be lowered to the fcale of taxation in Ireland, and the adoption 
of Britifh taxation would become a benefit. A fimilar refult would take 
place, and to a greater degree, were the paft debt of the two countries to be 
entirely liquidated: for, in that event, Ireland would be exonerated from 
taxes, to the amount of 1,300,000/. a year, and Britain to the amount of 
20,000,000/. and the fyftem of common taxation would become {fiill more be- 
neficial to Ireland. It might happen, however, that if war fhould continue, 
and Ireland fund her fupplies, whilft England raifed a great part of her's 
within the year, and mortgaged her income tax to their rapid reduétion in 
peace, the proportion of the debt of Ireland might rife, and her f{cale of tax- 
ation increafe accordingly.. In this cafe, alfo, the fyftem of common taxa- 
tion perfeétly fecured the interefts of Ireland, being produced by natural 
caufes and in no degree forced. Jt could uot impofe any burthen on that 
country, to which fhe would not in the ordinary courfe of her expenditure 
be liable, whilft the provifion, which went to preclude any article from bcing 
fubje& to a ‘higher rate of duty in Ireland than the fame article paid in 
Great Britain, would exempt her from having the fcale of her taxation raited 
above that of England, even though the natural progrefs of her expence 
fhould lead to it. And whilft Ireland was thus fecured againft any injuftice 
in fubftituting a fyftem of common taxes for proportional contribution, the 
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united parliament would be enabled to make abatements in Ireland, as the 
parliament of Great Britain always had done in Scotland fince the Union. 
where, from local circumftances, the high duty could not be levied without 
either rendering the revenue unproductive, or prefling with too much weight 
upon the poorer claffes. 

It reinained for him to confider the operation and effect of this article, and: 
how far the proportion of 74 to 1 might be favorable or otherwife to Ireland, 
confidered with reference to the paft expences of the two countries, as alfo to 
their probable future expenditure. 

The peace eftablifhment of Great Britain, in the year preceding the war, 
amounted to 5,800,744/., and that of Ireland to 1,012,523/. The proportion 
of thefe fums is about 53 tol. Onan average of feven years, from the com- 
mencement of the war, Great Britain had expended in each year 27,650,640/., 
and Ireland 3,076,6512. The proportion of thefe fums was about g to 1. 
As, however, upon the experience of the paft century, it had been found that 
there were three years of peace to two of war; if they formed their calcula- 
tions upon that proportion, the paft expences of Great Britain and Ireland 
might be confidered in the ratio of 73 to 1. 

Such was the refult as to paft expenditure. He fhould next fiate what they 
might expeét from the proportion of 72 to 1, in their future expences. 

The expence of Great Britain, for the year 1799, was 32,700,000/., and 
that of Ireland 5,439,000/. If that expence had been borne in the propor- 
tion of 74 to 1, Great Britain would have expended 33,652,059/., and Ire- 
land 4,486,941/.: the latter would have, confequently, faved 952,059/., or 
1,025,294/. in Irifh currency. So long as the war fhould laft, and they 
fhould continue feparate from Britain, they could not fuppofe that their ex- 
peuce would be reduced; and therefore they would in future expend more 
by one million a year, than if they were united with Great Britain. 

He then adverted to the probable future expences of Ireland in time of 
peace; which, if they confidered the advanced pay of the army, the increafed 
charge of the militia, the neceffity of keeping up fome part of that invaluable 
force, the yeomanry, they would find it impoffible to maintain.a peace eftab- 
lifhment of only 12,000 men at home ata lefs charge than 1,500,000/. a year; 
and, if they fhould increafe their eftablifhment to 20,000 men, the whole charge 
would amount to 1,900,000/. a year. Now, from the beft documents which 
he had been able to procure, it was probable that the peace eftablifhment of 
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Great Britain would amount to about 7,500,000/.; and, if they fhould add 
that of Ireland, the whole charge would be nine millions. If that charge 
were borne in the ratio of 7j to 1, there would be a faving to Ireland of 
450,000/. Britith, or nearly 500,000/. Irifh currency. 

He now turned to the fituation of the public revenues. The produce of 
all the taxes in the laft year amounted merely to 1,850,000/.; and the prefent 
charges of the debt alone are 1,400,000/. Irifh currency. He would, how- 
ever, admit, that the revenues of this kmgdom had, during that prefent year, 
experienced an extraordinary increafe; and, though it were not to be fup- 
pofed that the whole of that increafe could be permanent, when they might 
account forit by the particular circumftances of the times, he would fuppofe 
that the revenues might produce a permanent fum of 2,300,000/. The 
charge of their debt was 1,4C0,000/.; and the peace eftablifhment, at the low- 
eft computation, would be 1,500,000/. The total expence therefore would 
be 2,900,000/.; and, if they remained a feparate ftate, there would be an an- 
nual deficiency of 600,000/. which they muft endeavour to fupply by new 
burthens upon the-people, befides raifing additional taxes of 250,000/. a year, 
fo long as the war fhould continue. If, on the contrary, they wifely united 
with Great Britain, and agreed in a fyftem of contribution proportioned to 
their refpective means, the future charge of their war expence would be di- 
minifhed a million a year, and they fhould be able to fupport their peace ex- 
penditure with a very flight addition to the prefent taxes. He confidently 
then appealed to thofe gentlemen around him, who had a real ftake in the in- 
terefts and happinefs of that country, and he trufted they would ferioufly 
paufe and deliberate before they fuffered advantages like thofe which he had 
ftated, to be rejected without difcuffion, or to be decided by wild and fenfelefs 
clamor. 

The affairs of commerce formed the next branch of inquiry; and on that 
head his lordfhip obferved, that the principles, which were to form the bafis 
of the agreement, did not materially differ from the plan brought forward in 
the year 1785. It was highly defirable, he faid, that the commerce and in- 
tercourfe between Britain and Ireland fhould be as free as between two coun- 
ties of the fame kingdom; but there were two circumftances, which pre- 
vented fuch an adjuftment; thefe were, the neceflity of fecuring particular 
manufactures by protecting duties, and the difference of internal taxes, con- 
fequent on the difparity of burthen fuftained by Great Britain. 

* 2 As 
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As to the firft feGtion of the commercial article, by which the fubjeéts and 
the produce of each country would be placed upon an equal footing for ever, 
with regard to privileges, encouragements, and bounties, that gave the conti- 
nuance for ever of the Britifh and Irith bounties on the exportation of Irith 
linen, and afforded a full participation in the great article of fail cloth. As 
to the next feétion, relative to the exportation of all commodities from one 
country to the other without duty, that fecured to Ireland for ever the raw 
materials, which fhe received from Britain, and which fhe could procure from 
no other country—coals, tin, bark, alum, hops, and falt: it alfo conceded to 
Ireland the ftaple commodity of Englifli wool. The fame fection put an end 
to all bounties whatever on the articles of trade between the kingdoms, with 
an exception of malt, flour, and grain, which, it was propofed, might ftill be 
regulated on the prefent fyftem. 

The third feétion, refpecting the articles which fhould be fubjeé& to duty in 
either country, gave rife to the following obfervations. To give adequate 
protection to the fabrics of that kingdom, a duty of 10 per cent. on the truce 
value would be fully futficient, in addition to the charges of freight, &c. 
which were eftimated at 52 per cent. Any manufacture in Ireland that could 
not be carried on with a prote¢ting guard of 152 per cent. againft the manu- 
faéturer of England, where taxes were higher and labor dearer, could not 
deferve much encouragement. Nor was it fair in fuch a cafe to facrifice the 
interefts of the confumer, or encourage by high duties the habits of indo- 
lence. In fixing that rate of protection, he wifhed it to continue for fuch a 
period of years as would give fecurity to the fpeculations of the manufac- 
turers; at the fame time he looked forward to a period when duties of that kind 
might gradually be diminifhed and ultimately ceafe. It was evident, that, if 
their manufactures kept pace for the next twenty years with the progrefs they 
had made in the laft twenty years, they might at the expiration of the term 
be fully able to cope with the Britith, and the two kingdoms might be fafely 
left, like any two counties of the fame kingdom, to a free competition. It 
was therefore. provided, that after twenty years the united parliament might 
diminifh the duties of proteétion, in fuch a ratio as the fituation of their ma- 
nufactures at that period might render expedient. As all articles, except 
thofe enumerated in the refolutions, are to be free from duty upon import, he 
called the attention of the houfe to the perpetual fecurity offered to the linen 
manufacture of freland. It had been frequently afferted, that that manufac- 

ture 


OMMPHE STATE OF TRELAND. 1013 


ture derived all its profperity from the encouragement which it had received 
from their local parliament; but he had ever contefted the truth of that ftate- 
ment. The profperity of the linen manufacture refulted not from domefiic 
encouragement, but depended on its poffeffion of the Britifh market, and the 
Britifh bounties on re-exportation. What then gave them that market but 
the liberality of Great Britain, which impofed a duty of 33 per cent. upon 
foreign linens, and admitted Irifh linens without duty. The whole quantity 
of linen imported into Great Britain amounted to 50,000,000 of yards, of 
which 33 millions went from Ireland. Now, if a duty of 33 per cent. fhould 
be laid upon Irith linen as well as foreign, it would produce a fum of more 
than a million a-year to the revenue of Britain; and the trade would thus be 
thrown altogether into the hands of the foreign manufacturer. 

It had been urged, that the encouragements granted to irifh linen were in 
confequence of a compact that the Irifh parliament fhould give up the 
woollen manufaéture. It muft have been a fingular compaét indeed, by which 
Great Britain was irrevocably to bind herfelf to impofe on her own fubjeéts 
the burthen of a million fterling per annum, in order to fecure an export of 
woollen goods, which had never exceeded 680,000/. a year. But, if he fhould 
allow that a compaét exifted, Ireland, by that propofal, would have both 
parts of it; {he would keep what fhe had by linens, and recover what fhe was 
fuppofed to have given up in woollens as the price of thefe encouragements. 
She would not only enjoy forever the Britifli markets for her linen trade, but 
would receive the raw material of England for the improvement and exten- 
fion of her woollen trade; and fhe would have Britifh bounties to favor the 
re-exportation of the former, and low Britifh duties to encourage the importa- 
tion of the latter. 

Some had affirmed, that Great Britain laid the high duty on the foreign 
linens to proteét her own manufacture, and not to favor the Infh. If that 
were admitted, what then prevented her from laying the fame duty on frith 
linens? Could any other reafon be afligned than difpofition to protect the 
manufactures of Ireland ? If Great Britain fhould only impofe a protecting duty 
of 10 per cent. on the import of Irith linens in favor of her own, fhe would 
only aét towards them as they had towards her in almoft all the leading arti- 
cles of Britifh manufacture; and what would be the effeét? It would exclude 
them in a great meafure from her market. The foreign manufacturer, who 
now fupplied nearly one-third of her demand, even under the difadvantage of 
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a duty of 33 per cent. would then fupply nearly the whole. The Englith 
confumer would buy his linens nearly at as cheap a rate, whilft the ftate 
would levy an annual revenue on the import, which was now facrificed to the 
encouragement of the manufacture of Ireland. Was it then to the local par- 
liament, or to the parliament of Great Britain, that Ireland ftood indebted for 
thefe advantages? It was to the parliament of Great Britain alone, to the 
parliament of that country which had been defcribed as the natural and 
inftinétive enemy of Ireland, that they owed the obligation. That hofiile 
country annually facrificed a fum to the protection of the linen trade of Ire- 
land, equal in amount to the total expence of our peace eftablifhment as it 
{tood before the war; and, by treaty, fhe had bounden herfelf to continue it 
for ever. 

As to the countervailing duties (mentioned in the fourth feétion) necefflary 
to balance internal impofts, the neceflity was evident, whilc the two countries 
fhould be fubjeét to unequal taxes; and, when the inequality of taxes fhould 
ceafe, and a common revenue take place, they would be difcontinued. 

The two next fections might be of great commercial confequence, as they 
provided, that the charges upon the re-exportation of native, foreign, and co- 
lonial goods, fhould be the fame in both countries, and that no drawbacks 
fhould be retained upon any article exported from either country to the other. 
All who confidered and underfiood the nature of our commerce and the 
advantages of our fituation muft allow the great benefit of fecuring the 
perpetuity of thefe regulations to Ireland. It had been acknowledged, that 
the fituation of Ireland was much more convenient for the re-export trade 
than Great Britain, not being fubject to the dangerous and tedious nayiga- 
tion of the channels ;_ but, when it was confidered that the tranfit or re-export 
trade of Britain amounted to 14,000,000/. a year, gentlemen would admit, 
that the profpect of national advantage from that part of the fyftem highly 
deferved their attention, and that there was no benefit, which the cities of 
Cork and Dublin might not expect, when, in order to carry that article into 
effect, the fyftem of bonding foreign goods for exportation fhould be ex- 
tended, and arrangements made for converting thofe harbours as far as 
poffible into free ports. 

Upon a review of the refult of that article, they would find their linen 
trade fecured, the profpect of a great woollen trade opened, a great manufac- 
tory of fail cloth encouraged, the Britith market opened by low duties (in 
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cafe of their fkilful ufe of domeftic advantages), and at the fame time fecured 
for their great provifion trade, whilft an additional encouragement was given 
to their farmers, in taking off the duty from the produce of their lands. 

In confidering the effect of the propofed commercial regulations upon the 
revenue, they would again find the advantage of the fy{ftem. The duties 
on the exportation of hides, tallow, cattle, and provifions, which produced 
A4,000/. would ceafe; and the lofs of revenue by taking off duties, and by 
lowering duties from 122 to 10 per cent. would amount to 32,000/. Thus the 
total lofs would be 76,000/.: but, to balance that lofs, they would gain the 
duty of 1/. 3d. a ton upon coals, which then was raifed upon Irifh confump- 
tion, and amounted per annum to 17,000/.; they would gain the duties 
retained in England on fubfidy goods, 9,000/.; they would receive their pro- 
portion of 500,000/. from the India company, 58,000/. the whole amounting 
to 84,000/. ‘Thus taxes would be remitted, at prefent raifed either on Inth 
produce or Irifh confumption, whilft the lofs of revenue would be fully com- 
penfated by a transfer of duties then payable into the Britifh exchequer. 

The eighth fection provided that a fum equal to what then was applied to 
charitable purpofes, and to the encouragement of manufactures, fhould con- 
tinue to be fo appropriated annually by the united parliament; thus fecuring 
a continuance of the linen board, and other local inftitutions, which had 
hitherto received parliamentary bounty. 

He then reverted to the fifth article, and briefly difcuffed the ecclefiaftical 
part of the plan of Union. The leading features of the whole fyftem, he faid, 
were, one ftate, one legiflature, one church; and, if there {hould not be an 
identity with Britain in thefe great points of connection, Ireland could not 
expect to enjoy real and permanent fecurity. The church in particular, as 
long as the feparation fhould continue, would ever be liable to be impeached 
upon local grounds, and would be unable to maintain itfelf effeétually againft 
the argument of phyfical force, by which it was continually affailed: but, 
when once it {hould be completely incorporated with the church of England, 
it would be placed upon fuch a firong and national foundation, as to be above 
all apprehenfions or alarms from adverfe intereft. 

The Proteftant, fo long as the eftablifhment remained feparate, and was 
impeached on local grounds, would feel his power, his property, and his go- 
vernment infecure, and muft naturally look with diftruft and jealoufy on the 
Catholic: the Catholic would feel proportionate alienation and refentment, 
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and would continually urge his claims againft the eftablifhment of the mino- 
rity; and thus there appeared no ray of hope of a termination to diftruft, jea- 
loufy, and alarm. But, when the ecclefiaftical eftablifhments of the two 
kingdoms fhould have been incorporated into one church, the Proteftant 
would feel himfelf at once identified with the population and property of the 
empire, and the eftablifhment would be placed upon its natural bafis. The 
caufe of diftruft muft vanifh with the removal of weaknefs; ftrength and con- 
fidence would produce liberality ; and the claims of the Catholics might be 
temperately difcuffed, and impartially decided before an imperial parliament, 
divefted of thofe local circumftances, which would ever produce irritation 
and jealoufy. 

IIe took notice of the imputation, that the Catholic clergy have been 
bribed to fupport this meafure. That was an illiberal imputation, thrown 
out for the dangerous purpofe of weakening their authority over, by lowering 
them in the opinion of, their flocks; for it was known, that an arrangement 
for the clergy, both Catholic and Proteftant Diffenters, had been long in the 
contemplation of his majefty’s minifters. As to the infinuation, that the mea- 
fure of Union was a meafure of bribery; if bribery and public advantage 
were fynonymous, he readily admitted it to be ameafure of the moft com- 
prehenfive bribery that was ever produced. It bribed all the inhabitants of 
Ireland, by offering to embrace them within the pale of the Britith conftitu- 
tion, and to communicate to them all-the advantage of Britifh commerce. 
But perhaps there was one clafs in the community, to which an Union would 
not aét as a bribe: he alluded to thofe, who called themfelves lovers of liberty 
and independence ; of that liberty, which confifted in the abdication of the 
Britith conftitution; that independence, which confifted in the abandonment 
of Britifh connexion. He acknowledged, that thofe were bribes he was not 
prepared to offer: there were many, with whom he was not prepared to make 
any treaty, but the treaty of the law. 

The only remaining queftion of importance was, that which related to the 
conftitution of the parliament. The reprefentation of Ireland by equal num- 
bers having been urged as a meafure requifite for a fair Union, his lordfhip 
reprobatcd the idea as founded on the common and refuted error, that the 
two kingdoms, after an Union, would retain diftinct and adverfe interefts. If 
this fhould be admitted, the propofed remedy would even augment the dif- 
order. Rival interefts, far from being remedied by equality of numbers, 

would 
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would, from the circumftance of fuch equality, break forth into jealous and 
hoftile competition. It would therefore be advifeable to proceed upon an 
oppofite principle, and, on the ground of a community of intereft between 
incorporated kingdoms, adjuft the number of reprefentatives by the criteria 
of wealth and population. 

The population of Ireland was in general eftimated from 3,500,000 to 
4,000,000.* The population of Great Britain is fuppofed to exceed 10,000,000. 
The contribution propofed for Ireland to furnifh to the expences of the em- 
pire, is as one to 74. Thefe two proportions taken together, will produce a 
mean proportion of about 53 to 1. If, therefore, Ireland fhould fend one 
hundred members to reprefent her in the Imperial Houfe of Commons, the 
would be fairly and adequately reprefented. 

With reference to the peerage, he would propofe, that the reprefentative 
body for Ireland fhould confift of four {fpiritual and twenty-eight temporal 
lords: and when it was confidered, that above forty noblemen who had great 
interefts and fiakes in Ireland were already peers of Great Britain, he flattered 
himfelf, that their interefts in that branch of the legiflature would be fuffici- 
ently maintained by a body fo numerous and refpectable. 

With regard to the appointment of the peers, who were to fit in the impe- 
rial parliament, he fhould propofe, that the four f{piritual peers fhould fit by 
rotation of feffions, and that, for the prevention of the inconveniences, which 
refulted from feptennial elections, the twenty-eight temporal peers fhould be 
returned for life. Such an arrangement appeared at once beft calculated to 
fecure their independence, and to preferve, as far as poffible, the hereditary 
principle of the peerage. It was alfo intended to interfere in as fmall a degree 
as poffible with any exifting privileges of the peerage of Ireland; and he 
fhould fuggeft, with that view, that the peers of Ireland might fiill be allowed 
to fit in the Houfe of Commons of the united parliament, for any county or 
borough of Great Britain; but that, during the period of their thus fitting as 
commoners, they fhould be tried as commoners, and be precluded from re- 
prefenting the Irifh peerage, or voting at the eleétion of any peer; and, as 
the Irifh peerage materially differed from the Scotch, the titles of the latter 
being entailed generally, and the former limited to the heirs male, it was in- 
tended to referve a power to the crown of creating Irifh peers, provided that 
the number of peers exifting at the time of the Union were not augmented. 


* There are many ftrong reafons for believing it to amount to near 5,000,000. 
Mor. IT. © In 


1018 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


In forming the reprefentation of the commons of Ireland, he fhould fug- 
geft the expediency of increafing the proportion, and ftrengthening the in- 
fluence of the counties, That principle was wifely adopted in the Scotifh 
Union, when the reprefentatives for the counties amounted to thirty, and 
thofe of the boroughs to fifteen. In following that precedent, he intended to 
propofe, that the fixty-four members for counties fhould be eleéted as at pre- 
fent, and that thirty-fix fhould reprefent the chief cities and towns of the 
kingdom. Here the proportion was nearly the fame. 

In order to produce a return of thirty-fix members only, to reprefent the 
boroughs and cities of Ireland, which confifted of one hundred and eighteen 
places, recourfe muft be had to fome principle, either of felection or combi- 
nation. The latter principle was followed in the Union with Scotland, where 
the boroughs were divided into fifteen claffes, each clafs confifting of four or 
five boroughs, each borough eleéting a delegate, and the majority of dele- 
gates choofing a burgefs. It had, however, been found by experience, that 
this mode of ele¢tion was fubjeét to much inconvenience and cabal; and he 
would therefore advife, that only the moft confiderable towns in the kingdom 
ihould be permitted to fend reprefentatives, and that the privileges of the 
other boroughs fhould ceafe. He would propofe, that Cork and Dublin’ 
fhould each fend two reprefentatives as at prefent; that one fhould be re- 
turned by the Univerfity ; and that thirty-one of the moft confiderable cities 
and towns of Ireland, whofe relative importance was to be meafured by the 
joint confideration of their wealth and population, fhould each fend a mem- 
ber to the imperial parliament. 

In fele@ting the towns which fhould retain the privilege of fending mem- 
bers to parliament, the criterion he fuggefted, would be from the combined 
refult of the hearth-money and window tay. 

As the disfranchifement of many boroughs would diminifh the influence 
and privileges ef thofe gentlemen whofe property was conneéted with fuch 
places of eleétion, he-endeayoured to obviate their complaints by promifing, 
that, if the plan fubmitted to the houfe fhould be finally approved, he would 
offer fome meafure of compenfation to thofe individuals *whofe peculiar in 
terefts fhould fuffer in the arrangement. 

Much and deep objeétion might be ftated to fuch a meafure; but it furely 


* This purchafe of each borough for 15,0007. each, was fuppofed to have brought over many 
profelytes to the Unionifts, who would otherwife have oppofed the meafure. 
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was confonant with the privileges of private juftice; it was calculated to 
‘meet the feelings of the moderate; and it was better to refort to fuch a mea- 
fure, however objectionable, than adhere to the prefent fyftem, and keep 
afloat, for ever, the dangerous queftion of parliamentary reform. If this were 
a meafure of purchafe, it fhould be recollected, that it would be the purchafe 
of peace, aud the expence of it would be redeemed by one year’s faving of 
the Union. 

Some might objet, that a reprefentation formed on the principle fuggefted, 
would be too popular in its nature and effe¢ts; and, indeed, if Ireland were 
to remain feparate from Great Britain, he fhould feel the full weight of that 
objection; but, as their reprefentation was to be mixed with that of Britain, 
any danger arifing from its popular conftitution would be futticiently coun- 
teracied by the confiftency and ftability of that body. 

The laft article would provide for the continuance of the exifting laws, 
for the prefervation of the courts of juftice in their prefent ftate, for the re- 
moval of appeals to the Houfe of Lords of the imperial parliament, and for 
fubjeéting the prize court of admiralty to the lord high admiral of the empire. 
He then {poke of the general plan in the following terms: 

“ Having now gone through the outline of the plan with as much concife- 
nefs as poffible, I truft I have proved to every man who hears me, that the 
propofal is fuch a one, as is at once honorable for Great Britain to offer, 
and for Ireland to accept. It is one, which will entirely remove from the 
executive power thofe anomalies, which are the perpetual fources of Jjea- 
loufy and difcontent. It is one, which will relieve the apprehenfions of 
thofe who feared that Ireland was, in confequence of an Union, to be bur- 
“ thened with the debt of Britain. It is one, which, by eftablifhing a fair 
principle of contribution, tends to releafe Ireland from an expence of one 
million in time of war, and of 500,000/. in time of peace. It is one, which 
increafes the refources of our commerce, protects our manufactures, fecures 
to us the Britifh market, and encourages all the produce of our foil. It is 
one, that, by uniting the ecclefiaftical eftablifhments, and confolidating 
the legiflatures of the empire, puts an eid to religious jealoufy, and re- 
moves the poflibility of feparation. It is one, that places the great quef- 
tion, which has fo long agitated the country, upon the broad principles 
‘* of imperial policy, aud divefts it of all its local difficulties. It is one, that 
eftablithes fuch a reprefentation for the country, as muft lay afleep for ever 
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‘ the queftion of parliamentary reform, which, combined with our religious 
“ divifions, has produced all our diftraétions and calamities.” 

Then Lord Caftlereagh, in a warm panegyric on the Britith minifter, con- 
cluded, that, as on a recurrence of danger, Great Britain might not have 
fuch a charaéter to rife up again for her falvation, it was highly expedient to 
feize the prefent moment, and firengthen the Irifh conftitution by blending 
and uniting it for ever with the great and powerful empire of Britain. If that 
important objeé fhould be accomplifhed, and if at any future time the ene- 
mies of Britain and of mankind fhould be let loofe upon the focial world, 
Ireland, he doubted not, would be in fuch a fituation of unanimity and 
power, as to bear a confpicuous part with Great Britain in the glorious tafk 
of reftoring the liberties of Europe. 

Mr. G. Ponfonby made a powerful attack on the Irifh minifter. He vin- 
dicated the Anti-unionifts, who were accufed of irregular practices, by ob- 
ferving, that, though at any other time and under different circumftances 
fuch behaviour might be extraordinary, yet, when it was confidered, that a 
formidable rebellion was {carcely fuppreffed, and that martial law was in force, 
the interference of men of rank, property, and refpeétability, feemed to be 
neceflary, in order to fhew to the people the fafety and the propriety of ex- 
preffing, in a conftitutional manner, their fenfe of a meafure, which would de- 
prive them of conftitution, of liberty, of every thing dear and valuable to 
themfelves and to their country. 

He treated as vifionary all the proffered advantages of Union. In the ec- 
clefiaftical eftablifhment, Union would produce but one folid effeét, which 
would be to tranflate the Ivifh into Englifh bifhops. 

He then fummed up the effects of the Union in thefe terms: “ Your peer- 
“ age is to be difgraced; your commons purchafed ; no additional advan- 
“ tage in commerce; for twenty years a little faving in contribution ; but, 
“if the cabinet of England think, that we contribute more than we fhould, 
“ why not correét that extravagance now? If any thing fhould be con- 
“ ceded in the way of trade, why is it not conceded now? Are any of thofe 
‘ benefits incompatible with our prefent ftate? No; but the minifter wants 
“ to carry his Union; and no favor, however trifling, can be yielded to us, 
‘ unlefs we are willing to purchafe it with the exiftence of parliament and 
the liberties of the country.” 


A {hort fpeech of cenfure from Sir John Parnell was fucceeded by a long 
one 
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one from Mr. Dobbs, but there was nothing new in their arguments. The 
latter of thefe two gentlemen was very enthufia{tic in his declamation. He 
at length confoled himfelf with this reflection, that the fate of nations was 
not in the hands of man. It was not the will of a Britifh minifter that could 
rob Ireland of her newly-acquired rights: he proclaimed it to the two na- 
tions, that the independence of Ireland was written in the immutable records 
of Heaven. 

Colonel Verreker, Mr. Lee and Mr. Ogle, again reprobated the meafure ; 
Sir Jehn Blaquiere, Mr. Martin, and Mr. Ormfby ftrenuoufly fupported it. 

Mr. John Claudius Beresford denied, that the greater part of the property 
in the kingdom favoured the Union. Such a conclufion could not be drawn 
from the addrefies which had been prefented, while fo many petitions proved 
the contrary. On the fubjeét of the letters miffive, he faw nothing very 
ftrange in fuch endeavours to procure the real fenfe of the country, when fo 
many extraordinary means had been ufed to procure an apparent one. * He 
admitted, that the eftablifhment would be endangered by the emancipation 
of the Catholics while Ireland fhould continue to have a feparate parliament; 
but, in the event of an Union, he pledged himfelf to promote the grant of 
the conceffions which they defired. 

Mr. Burrowes declared, that his oppofition to the progrefs of the meafure 
did not arife from the peculiar demerit of the plan now developed, but from 
his unwillingnefs to furrender the conttitution of the realm upon any terms 
whatever, or to transfer the fupreme power of the ftate to a country divided 
from Ireland by boundarics which could not be removed, and by feelings 
which could not be extinguished. If an Union fhould pafs, as an Irifhman 
he fhould be indiffcrent how many or how few deputies fhould be fent from 
their emafculated country. The parliament could not be faid to exercife an 
unbiaffed judgment,. though he would not particularife the means, by which 
ithad been influenced. With regard. to the ‘opinion of the public, it was.clear, 
that the general voice was ftrongly again{ft the meafure. The deteftation of 
it was fiikingly apparent in every ‘quarter of the kingdom, and among 
all claffes of people. This difplay of the national fentiment was an awful 
warning. 

Mr. Edgeworth, difclaiming all party connexion, difcuffed fome points 
connected with the meafure. He did not objeé to it as an innovation. The 
fettlement of 1782 was an innovation; and he concurred in the opinion, that 
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it was intended to be final, though by no means perfect. While he wifhed 
for an Union, he did not altogether approve the plan now recommended. It 
would leave grounds of jealoufy and altercation, and would not involve the 
complete identity of intereft requifite for the ftability of fuch a meafure. He 
alfo thought it improper to urge the fcheme, unlefs it fhould appear to be de- 
fired by the fober and impartial majority of the nation; and, while feventy 
boroughs were allowed to be faleable commodities, for which the public 
money was to be given, he not only deemed it impoflible to colleét the ge- 
nuine fenfe of the nation in that houfe, but could not confcientioufly fupport . 
a {cheme attended with this avowed corruption. 

Mr. Mac Cleland ridiculed the idea of the prefent independence of Ire- 
land; affirmed, that national and commercial jealoufies were neceflarily inci- 
dent to the exifting connexion between the countries; and recommended an 
Union, as tending to combine real independence with wealth and profperity. 

Mr. Tighe accufed Lord Caftlereagh of having argued upon two affump- 
tions, which he could not prove. One was, that the opinion of the nation 
was in favor of the meafure; the other, that Ireland could be adequately 
and fairly reprefented in an united parliament. He alfo charged the Unionitfts 
with having had recourfe to the difhonorable arts of corruption and intimi- 
dation, in the profecution of their unconftitutional feheme. 

Mr. Sinith denied, that the Union would annihilate the liberties or the 
conftitution of Ireland; and atlerted, that the greater part of the property 
and intelligence of the country juftly confidered the meafure in an oppofite 
point of view. 

Mr. J. M. O°Donell reprobated the fcheme with great warmth, and in- 
veighed particularly againit the apoftates and traitors, who aimed at the ruin 
of their country. He contradiéted the attorney-general’s affertion, that Mo- 
lyneux had recommended a legiflative Union. 

Mr. Serjeant Stanley fpoke in favor of Union. 

Mr. Grattan faid, that the right honorable gentleman propofed a counter- 
revolution, as if he were to bring in a bill to depofe the Houfe of Hanover, 
and re-eftablith that of Stuart: he propofed to reftore the domination of the 
Britifh parliament, which abdicated Ireland, and to depofe the Irth parlia- 
ment that had faved her; grounding the propofition on the opportunity, the 
weaknefs, the divifions, and the martial law of the country; but concealing 
thofe grounds, becaufe a difclofure of them would difplay the real character 
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and perfidy of the meafure, and profcfling to introduce it on another ground, 
namely, the withes of the country, as mis-f{tated and mifreprefented by the 
fervants of the crown. In this propofition, the minifter had gigantic difficul- 
ties to encounter. It was incumbent upon him to explain away the tyranni- 
cal aéis of a century ; to apologife for the lawlefs and oppreflive proceedings 
of England, for a fyftem which had counteraéted the kindnefs of Providence 
towards Ireland, and had kept her in a ftate of thraldom and mifery ; to 
prove that the Britith parliament had undergone a great change of difpofition ; 
to difprove two confequences, which were portended by the odium of the 
Union and the increafed expences of the empire, namely, a military govern 

ment for a confiderablé time, and, at no very diftant period, an augmentation 
"of taxes; to deny or difpute the growth of the profperity of Ireland, under 
the maternal wing of her own parliament; to controvert the fufficiency of 
that legiflature for imperial purpofes or commercial objects, though faéis were 
againft him; and to explode or recal his repeated declarations in its favor. In 
fhort, he had to prove many points, which he could by no means demonftrate ; 
and to difprove many, which might be forcibly maintained againft him. It 
was, moreover, fingular to behold the man, who denied the right of France 
to alter her government, maintaining the omnipotence of the parliament of 
Ireland to annul her conftitution. 

He then urged the very ferious importance of the queftion. It was not fuch 
as had formerly occupied their attention: not old Poynings, not peculation, 
not an embargo, not a Catholic bill, not a reform bill---it was their being---it 
was more, it was their life to come---whether they would go to the tomb of 
Charlemont and the volunteers, and erafe his epitaph, or whether their chil- 
dren fhould go to their graves, faying, “ A venal, a military court attacked 
“ the liberties of the Irifh, and here lie the bones of the honorable men, who 
“ faved their country.” Such an epitaph was a nobility, which the king 
could not give to his flaves; it was a glory, which the crown could not give 
to the king. 

Mr. Corry, the chancellor of the exchequer, offered fome obfervations in 
reply, that contained no novelty. 

Dr. Duigenan entered into a moft diffufe differtation upon the fubjeét, dif- 
claimed all connexion with the minifters of either country, and afferted the 
fincerity of his own conviciions in favor of an Union. 


Mr, Saurin afferted the exiftence of a compact between thé government 
and 
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and the people. It was to be found, he faid, in the heart of every honeft 
fenator; and he trufted, that every member would reflect on the duties in- 
volved in fuch a compact before he fhould give his vote on the prefent quef- 
tion. The funétions and authority of parliament ought not to be transferred 
to another country, without the fanction of a full and afcertained majority 
of the people. The truftees of power had no right of themfelves to deftroy 
that which they were delegated to preferve. 

Colonel Fitzgerald, Mr, Johnfon, and the folicitor general fpoke in favor 
of Union. 

When the queftion was called for, the houfe divided, at a very late hour, 
158 for Lord Caftlereagh’s motion, and 115 againft it. 

In returning from the houfe, fome of the members were infulted by the 
populace for fupporting the Union; but no ferious mifchief enfued. Appli- 
cations were made to the viceroy for proteétion; and from that time for- 
ward, under pretence of fecuring the perfons of the members from infult and 
outrage, a regular guard of cavalry was mounted in Fofter’s Place, near to the 
Parliament Houfe, round which they regularly paraded during all future de- 
bates. ‘This meafure of precaution or pretext was loudly reprobated by the 
Anti-unionifis, as a military controul, and therefore as an unconftitutional 
check upon the freedom of debate. 

When the number of the placemen, penfioners, and other influenced mem- 
bers, who had voted on the late divifion is confidered, the minifter had but 
flender grounds for triumphing in his majority of 48, if from them were to 
be colleéted the genuine fenfe of the independent part of that houfe and of 
the people of Ireland, whom they reprefented. Flufhed however with the un- 
expected fuccefs, the minifter eagerly fent it in to the lords, where the Earl of 
Clare had pledged hinifelf to carry it through*. Here on the 10th of Fe- 
bruary, 1800, the order of the day having been read for taking his majefty’s 


* So imperioufly in the eyes of the Britifh cabinet did the relative fituations of the two kingdoms 
now call for a Legiflative Union, fo unlikely did it appear, that another favorable opportunity of 
carrying the meafure fhould foon recur, that recourfe was certainly had to the powers of patronage 
and influence ; and many, it is to be feared, in both houtes facrificed their convictions. ‘T'wenty- 
feven new titles were added to the peerage; promotions, grants, conceffions, arrangements, pro- 
mifes were lavithed with a profufion never before known in that country. Pity for both fides, 


that fo great and important a political meafure fhould owe any part of its fuccefs, to other than the 
means of temperate reafon and perfuafion. 
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meflage into confideration relative to the propofed Legiflative Union between 
Great Britain and Ireland, and the articles for that purpofe, the Lord Chancel- 
lor arofe to call their lordfhips’ attention to a fubjeét certainly the moft momen- 
tous, which had ever been fubmitted for decifion to the parliament of that 
country : a fubjeét embracing the vital intcrefts of Ireland, and intimately af- 
feéting the ftrength and profperity of the Britifh empire. But when he recol- 
leGted the criminal and unexampled efforts which had been made, from the 
moment that meafure was firlt propofed for difcuffion, to bear it down by 
noife, and faétion, and intrigue, if not by recommendations of open rebellion, 
he fhould condemn himfelf for a grofs dereliétion of his duty, were he to for- 
bear to fubmit it to their moft ferious confideration, in all its various and 
important views and bearings, under the ftrong conviction, that nothing but 
Union would fave that kingdom from annihilation, and eventually uphold 
the ftability of the Britith empire. From a critical and attentive obfervation 
of what had paffed in Ireland for the laft twenty years, he was fatisfied in his 
judgment and confcience, that the exiftence of her independent parliament 
had gradually led to her recent complicated and bitter calamities ; and that 
it had at length become defperate and impraéticable. He had, more than 
once, in the Houfe of Commons, ftated without referve, that the rapid growth 
of faction, and the precipitate folly and paflion of men, who from time to 
time were fuffered to take a commanding lead in the councils of that atfem- 
bly, would inevitably reduce them to the alternative of feparation or Union. 
He had with as little referve {tated the fame opinion fince he had had the ho- 
nor of a feat in that houfe; he avowed, that in every communication he had 
had with the king’s minifters on Irith affairs for the laft feven years, he had 
uniformly and diltinétly prefled upon them the urgent néceffity of Union, as 
the Jaft refource to preferve that country to the Britifh crown. He had 
prefied it without effect, until Britifh minifters and the Britifh nation were 
roufed to a fenfe of their common danger, by the late fanguinary and un- 
provoked rebellion. His lordflip after this entered into an hiftorical fketch 
of Ireland from the invafion down to the late turbulent period.* Thence he 


* Having fo frequently referred to many parts of this noble lord’s fpeechin the courfe of this 
hiftory, as they bore upon the particular periods and events under confideration, it will be unnecef- 
fary to tire the reader with a repetition of them. Mr. Grattan, as has been before obferved, wrote 
an anfwer to this fpeech, and charges the chancellor with grofs mifreprefentation and falfehood, 
‘“* His idea,” faid Mr. Grattan, ‘ was to make the Irith hiftory a calumny againft their anceftors, 
“* in order to disfranchife their pofterity.” 

Pots tI. * 0 pro- 
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proceeded, certainly not in a ftyle of affection, or reconciliation, or tender- 
nefs, or credit to his country, to reprefent it in a manner, which moft of his 
countrymen have confidered opprobrious, calumniating, and untrue. 

In referring to the period of Lord Fitzwilliam’s adminiftration, he affumed, 
that the Papifts would have remained content with the favors which they had 
received; or, if they looked to ulterior indulgence, they were willing to try 
the effects of time, temper, and negociation: but ona change of the Irith go- 
vernment in 1795, the name and authority of Earl Fitzwilliam were abufed 
to force their fet to come forward as the engine of faction, and demand the 
repeal of every law, by which they were excluded from political power. Ca- 
tholic emancipation was the cry; but it was a mere cover for bad defigns. 
It was originally a pretence for rebellion, and then a powerful engine of 
faGtion, wielded in both countries againft the peace and happinefs of Ireland ; 
an engine which had already fhaken their government to its foundation, and 
could not fail to level it with the duft, if they were to continue in a ftate of 
feparation from the Britifh nation. If after they repealed the teft laws, and 
acts of fupremacy and uniformity, they fhould yield every other point, then 
fome apofile of fedition, in the fullnefs of human arrogance and prefump- 
tion, might propofe a repeal of God’s holy commandment, and proclaim the 
worfhip of graven images in their ftreets and highways. What, faid his lord- 
fhip, was the Jeffon of peace and good-will inculcated by the fucceffors of 
him who firft invented this revolutionary weapon? “ Let me advife you by 
‘“ no means to poftpone the confideration of your fortunes until after the 
war: feize the opportunity of war for fraternal embraces, and great eman- 
cipation: your phyfical confequence exifts only in a ftate of feparation from 
England; in a ftate of feparation you are four to one, in a ftate of union 
‘“ merely one to four: and therefore, though your claims fhould be attended 
‘“ to after union, you gain nothing; you may as well be units in the {treet 
“as unitsin parliament.” The whole of the interior mechanifn of emanci- 
pation was here fairly expofed to view; and he withed every hofeft member 
of the community, whether Proteftant or Catholic, to decide for himfelf 
whether Ireland could ever be at peace until that firebrand was extinguithed, 
and whether a hope exifted that it could be extinguifhed, in their prefent 
ftate of feparation from England. If the Catholics of Ireland were not fatif- 
fied with the indulgence which they had already experienced, and were de- 
termined to prefs their demands of an unqualified repeal of the teft laws and 
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aét of fupremacy, let them be difcuffed upon their folid merits in the imperial 
parliament, where the queftion would not be influenced by paflion or preju- 
dice; where no part of the confideration would be, that the Catholics of Ire- 
land might retain their phyfical confequence for the eftablifhment of a fyftem 
of periodical rebellion, under the management and direction of Whigs or To- 
ries, or United Irifhmen, and where it would be gravely and difpaflionately 
confidered, whether a repeal of thefelaws might be yielded with fafety to thie 
Britifh monarchy, or whether, by adopting the French model, in abolifhing 
all religious diftinétions as conne¢ted with the ftate, they fhould lay the cor- 
ner-{tone of revolution and democracy. His unaltered opinion was, that, fo 
long as human nature and the Popifh religion continued to be what he knew 
they were, a confcientious Popith ecclefiaftic never would become a well- 
attached fubjeét to a Proteftant ftate, and that the Popifh clergy muft always 
have a commanding influence on every member of that communion. He 
put this as an abftract ftate maxim, without regard to the peculiar fituation 
of that country. In private life he never enquired into the religion of any 
man; if he werc honeft and a good Chriftian, it mattered not to lim that he 
might fubfcribe to articles of faith and difcipline, which his reafon and un- 
derftanding rejected ; but when he was to frame laws for the fafety of the 
fate, he did not feel himfelf at liberty to aét upon the virtues of individuals 
Laws muft be framed to meet and counteract the vicious propenfities of hu- 
man nature. His lordfhip then animadverted feverely upon the fecond project 
for Irth liberty, parliamentary reform; and recapitulated Mr. W. B. Pon- 
fonby’s feven refolutions moved in the Houfe of Commons in 1797. He paffed 
by the horrors of the late rebellion, as they had been amply dctailed in the re- 
ports of the fecret committees. He maintained, that the treafonable confpira- 
cies, Which had brought that country to the verge of ruin, were the natural 
offspring of the adjuftment of 1782, and that the convulfion in 1789 gave 
birth to the Whig inftitution, the reliques of which might be obferved in the 
mafk of liberty, inculcating the principles, and adopting the means origi- 
nally devifed by the rebel confederacy of the Irifh Union, to abolith the re- 
ligion and fubyert the monarchy of Irelaud. He made fome other remarks 
on the conduét of the pretended patrons of liberty, and on the great danger, 
to which their intrigues cxpofed their countrymen, and painted a moft hi- 
deous portrait of his wretched and devoted country. Her financial embar- 
raffments were irretrievable. Her national debt in 1791 did not exceed 

P0n2 2,442,890/. 
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2,442,800/. and at the time of his fpeaking, it was 25,662,640/. Thofe finan- 
cial difficulties did not arife from a French, a Dutch, or a Spanith war, but 
from a war of faction, a Whig war, and a war of United Irithmen. Even 
if Great Britain fhould no longer be at war, the rulers of Ireland would be 
compelled to maintain a war eftabliihment for defence againft their own 
people. 

It had been demanded triumphantly, how were they to be relieved by 
Union? Firft, they would be rélieved from Britifh and Ivrifh faction, which 
was the prime fource of all their calamities. Next, if they became one people 
with England, the army of the empire would be employed where it was moft 
wantcd for general fervice ; and fo long as it fhould be found neeeffary to 
garrifon every diftrict in Ireland, for the internal fafety of the country, the 
neceflary force might be ftationed there, without additional expence in either 
country. 

It had been faid, that, by giving up a feparate government and feparate 
parhament, they facrificed national dignity and independence; but when 
he looked at the fqualid mifery, and profound ignorance, and barbarous 
manners, and brutal ferocity, of the mafs of the Irifh people, he was fickened 
with the rant of Infh dignity and independence. Were the dignity and 
independence of Ireland to confift in the continued depreffion and unre- 
deemed barbarifin of the great majority of the people, and the faétious con- 
tentions of a puny and rapacious oligarchy, who confidered the Irifh nation 
as their political inheritance, and were ready to facrifice the public peaee 
and happinefs to their infatiate love of patronage and power? Tle felt as 
a true Irifhman for the dignity and independenee of his country; and would 
elevate her to her proper ftation in the rank of civilifed nations.* He 

wifhed 


* Thefe ebullitions of patriotifm in the Earl of Clare have always been confidered by the greater 
part of his countrymen as a varnifh to glofs over his own private views of felf-intereft and ambition 
to which he was confidered by them ever to have facrificed the welfare and happinefs of his country. 
In addition to the acrimonious obloquy upon his country in this fpeech, I refer the reader to what 
he faid of it in the Britifh houfe of peers by way of encouraging Britifh capitalifts and manufa@turers 
to refort thither. 

Upon the third reading of the martial law bill in the Imperial Honfe of Peers on the 23d of 
March, 1801 (a period not within the range of this hiftory) that noble lord gave the following 
repulfive and abhorrent portrait of lis country: little, it will impartially be allowed, calculated to 
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wifhed to advance her from the degraded poft of a mercenary province to 
the proud ftation of an integral and governing member of the greateft 
empire 


conciliate the affections and promote the advancement of the fpirit of Union in either of the con- 
tracting parties to the terms of their recent contra&. ‘‘ Moft of the noble lords then prefent had 
** lived in fecurity and happinefs under the Britifh conftitution. Confcious of the many blef- 
** fings that conftitution was calculated to confer, they muft revolt at the idea of fufpending it in 
** any part of the empire. Such however was the unfortunate, the melancholy, the degraded ftate 
of Ireland, that fhe muft either fly for refuge to a military government, or fubmit to an unprin- 
cipled, a favage, and a ferocious democracy. He maintained that there was no other alternative. 
The civil government was unable to fupport itfelf, and, if unaided by military force, would 


ce 


“* quickly crumble into atoms. The rebellion that had exifted in that country was of a nature 
** unparalleled in the hiftory of the world. It did not proceed from miftaken loyalty, religious 
** zeal, or party difference. All principle had been corrupted; every laudable feeling had been 
‘© extirpated from the mind; and nothing prevailed but ddmeftic treafon, bloody murder, and. 
“© cowardly affaflination. Though it had been vanquifhed in the field, it was not fubdued—it had 
“* exifted long before it broke out, and it exifted ftill, Democracy had taken deep root in that 
** country, and it would probably be long before a fpirit of fubordination could be reftored. He 
‘* had often afferted, he did then affert, and fhould always continue to affert, that from the time 
that the appeal of a rebel convention from the Irifh parliament had been received in this country 
and fanétioned by authority, democracy had been planted in Ireland, and it had continually 
** grown up and flouriflied fince. Now it was greatly too powerful for the civil government ; 
‘« and unlefs its growth was thus checked it would completely gain the afcendant. Martial law 
was indifpenfable, and could alone give any fccurity to the property, the religion, and the lives 
‘© of the loyal inhabitants. Here the noble lord teok occafion to compliment Marquis Cornwallis ; 
«© he had done all that could be done by man, yet Ireland was net in a fituation to enjoy the con- 
** flitution for martial law to be exercifed effeCtually, it was neceffary that the king’s courts fhould 
‘* be completely fhut up. His lordfhip drew a piQture of the ftate of Ireland, the moft thocking 
** imaginable. Many of his remarks he faid he made with pain, and therefore they were not 
*“ reported. Where the contagion was ftrongeft, he obferved, it was impoflible to know. The 
“© county of Limerick in which he refided, was almoft the only one that remained quiet during 
“* the rebellion; yet a dangerous infurrection afterwards fuddenly broke out in it, and it was begun 
‘« by an atrocious murder being committed under his own roof. One of his own fervants was put 
to death with circumftances the moft fhocking to humanity, merely becaufe he was an Englifh- 
man; and, to fhew the extreme barbarifm, at which the Irifh people had arrived, the principal 
affaffin was a man who had becn his fervaut, and his father’s fervant for upwards of thirty-years, 
«*,and had been uniformly treated by both of them with the greateft poffible kindnefs. He men- 
tioned this to fhew that they were not animated by any thing refembling a rational motive, but 
“« were fpurred on merely by a thirft for blood. Ifthe noble.earl (Earl Fitzwilliam, to whom he 
“« addrefied himfelf all along) could find time to vifit his eftates in the county of Wicklow, he 
would tee, that thefe reprefentations were not exaggerated. He would there behold nothing 

«© but 


1030 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


empire in the world. He wifhed to withdraw the higher orders of his coun- 
trymen from the narrow and corrupted fphere of Irith politics, and to direét 
their attention to objects of national importance, to teach them to improve 
the natural energies and extend the refources of their country, to encourage 
the fkill and ingenuity of manufaéturers, open ufeful channels for com- 
mercial enterprife, and, above all, ferioufly to exert their beft endeavours 
to tame and civilife the lower orders of the people, to inculcate in their 
minds habits of religion and morality, and induftry, and due fubordination, 
to relieve their wants, and correé their exceffes. Unlefs they would civilife 
their people, it was vain to look for national tranquillity or contentment. 

To the objection, that the meafure of union was unfeafonable, he replied, 
they were not to await the period of actual bankruptcy, or the iffue of a new 


** but traces of defolation and figns of the renewal of thefe horrors. With the deepeft grief he 
** faw fuch things, and fpoke of them. Happy would he be, if he could go to his bed-chamber 
without going as to an armoury, and could clofe his eyes without apprehenfions of having his 
throat cut before morning, or feeing his wife and children butchered before him. He fhould 
be inexpreflibly happy when he could once more walk out unarmed; for it was a curious fact, 


ae 


that, when he was in Ireland, his fervant brought him his arms as regularly as he brought him 
«his hat. To think of repreffing this fpirit by coaxing, conceffions, and indulgence, was abfurd! 
“« Aéts of that kind, though well meant, had already had a mifchievous tendency. The rebels had 
a fyftem of laws the moft fevere, and the moft promptly executed. This was far more efficient 
‘¢ than the civil code, and could only be met and countera&ted by martial law. If this bill were 
“ not renewed, fcenes would be exhibited in Ireland, to which there had been nothing refembling 
“* fince the year 1641. It was eafy for thofe at a diftance from the fpot to talk of humanity, and 
‘€ to rail againft meafurcs of vigor. Let noble lords who oppofed that bill take a journey to Ire- 
‘‘ Jand. He engaged to give any fix of thema villa, and a fmall farm each, if they would confent 
“ to refidein it. After they had tafted for a twelvemonth the fweets of an Irifh life, let them 
‘© come over (if they furvived) and declaim in favor of the rights of the Irifh. The noble lord 
“© concluded by adverting to the report that he was an advocate of torture. The foundation for 
“€ that report, he faid, he recolle¢ted well, and fhould ftate to the houfe. A blackfmith had been 
‘* apprehended, who, there was the greateft reafon to believe, had been engaged in framing pike- 
“‘ heads. After various means being tried, in vain, to force him to confefs where he had concealed 
‘© them, he was placed upon the piquet. There he had not remained half a minute, when he told 
“‘ where about 500 might be found, and there they were found accordingly. In anfwer to what 
‘© had fallen from a noble lord oppofite (Earl Moira), he had faid it thould be maturely confdered, 
“© whether fociety would fuffer moft from the murder of two or three hundred loyal and well-dif- 
“ pofed men, which was probably thus prevented, or from a rebel blackfmith being placed half 
“© a minute on the piquet. What he had faid then, he now repeated; and if there were any who, 
«© regardlefs of the two or three hundred loyal and well-difpofed inhabitants, pitied only the rebel 
«« blackfmith, he did not envy them their feelings.” 

ice 
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rebellion, that Great Britain might be enabled to dictate the terms on which 
Ireland fhould liften to the propofition? That was a period of all others 
the moft aufpicious for Ireland to fet on foot fuch a treaty. The late.rebellion 
had been fo far put down, that fhe was enabled to treat on fair and equal 
terms. 

The evil of emigration could never be greater than at that day. If 
they were to live in a perpetual ftorm there; if it were to remain at the dif- 
cretion of every adventurer, of feeble and oftentatious talents, ungoverned 
by a particle of judgment or difcretion, to drefs up fictitious grievances for 
popular delufion, and let loofe a favage and barbarous people upon the 
property and refpeét of the Infh nation, what gentleman, who had the means 
of living out of that country, would be induced to remain init? His lordfhip 
moft folemnly declared, that no earthly confideration fhort of a ftrong fenfe 
of duty fhould have induced him to remain an eye-witnefs of the fcenes 
of folly and madnefs, and horrors of every defcription, in which he had 
hved for fome years paft; and that he would rather give up every profpect 
which remained to him in that country, and begin a new courfe in his old 
age, than fubmit to the fame mifery and difgutt for the remnant of his life. 

When it was firft known, that Great Britain was ready to receive her fifter 
kingdom into the communion of her liberty, wealth, indufiry and happinefs, 
the offer was treated, by fome who called themfelves friends of liberty and 
the Infh conftitution, with a degree of intemperance, which refembled the 
fury of wild beafts alarmed at an attack upon their prey. The flame of 
difcontent {pread with rapidity; and appeals of the moft virulent and in- 
flammatory tendency were made by thefe friends of liberty to the deluded 
barbarians, who had been fo recently configned by them to indifcriminate 
extirpation. When the meafure was propofed, the friends of liberty would 
not fuffer it to be difcuffed; and when it was relinquifhed for a time, they 
endeavoured to force the premature difcuffion of it, in the hope of pre- 
cluding a fair inveftigation of its merits. Perfons of high rank had not 
{crupled to propagate fedition during the recefs of parliament, and to canvas 
popular clamor againft the meafure, by the moft fhamelefs impofitions on 
the ignorance and credulity of every man, who would liften to them. His 
lordfhip then animadverted on the affumption of a confular authority by 
two peers and a commoner, who iffued ‘a letter miffive” through the realm, 
promoting ftrong petitions againft the Union. He made a very fevere ad- 
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drefs to the young Earl of Charlemont, and called upon him publicly to 
difavow all knowlege of the exiftence of fuch a fund, or, if he could not 
difavow it, to ftate explicitly any honeft purpofe, to which it could be applied. 
He propofed to that grave affembly an entire and perfeét union of the king- 
dom of Ireland with Great Britain, which, if he lived to fee completed, to 
his lateft hour he fhould feel an honorable pride in refleéting on the fhare 
he might have had in contributing to effect it.* 

The Earl of Charlemont denied that he had oppofed the Union by bribery, 
but allowed that he had endeavoured to procure petitions to counteract thofe 
addreffes, which were promoted by all the influence of government. He 
thought it his duty to purfue all conftitutional means for the defeat of a 
projeét, which appeared to him to be full of detriment and injury to Ireland, 
and of danger to the Britifh empire. 

The Marquis of Downthire rofe to repel the chancellor’s accufation, and 
ftate his objections tothe union. He had heard ofan anti-union fubfcription ; 
but he did not believe the information. If fuch a fund exifted, he could 
honeftly affert, that he had never fubfcribed to it, and had not even been 
defired to contribute to it. 

He differed from the noble lord in many points. He confidered the rebel- 
lion to have been principally oecafioned by the inconfiftent condu@ of the 
government. At one time he had been requefted, as a friend to that go‘ 
vernment, to fign a ftrong declaration in fupport of the Proteftant ,afeen- 
daney; but, if lhe could have forefeen the confequences, he would fooner 
have fuffered an amputation of the hand that figned it, than have put his 
name toit; not but that he was a true and zealous Proteftant, and a fincere 
friend to the eftablithed church of Iveland. A few months afterwards, 
hie had been called upon by the fame government to vote for the emanci- 
pation of the Catholics, to whieh, though he were not of an intolerant 
difpofition, he could not accede. This contradi¢tory policy muft have had 
a tendency to irritate the public niind, aud feemed to have Icd to thofe 


* Notwithftanding this declaration, it is reported, that this noble lord felt fo fenfibly, after the 
Union,. the lofs of his own power and confequence, of which he was inordinately fond, that it preyed 
upon his fpirits, and contributed to haften his diffolution; and he is faid to have avowed in his 
laft illnefs, that of all the political ations of his life he moft repented of his exertions to bring about 
the Union. His ambition afpired to rule the Britifh councils, as he had fo long direGted thofe of 
Treland. There he failed, 
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evils which now, in fubferviency to the minifterial projeét, were afcribed to 
other caufes. 

The noble marquis felt inexpreffible uneafinefs at being branded as a fac- 
tious man, after he had facrificed his youth, his health, and his fortune, in 
the fupport of the king and the government of Ireland. Was it juft or 
candid to impute feditious views to one who had purfued an oppofite courfe, 
and who had ftudioufly cherifhed the foundeft principles of loyalty. In 
putting his fignature to the letter mifive he had acted as an independent 
gentleman of Ireland, as a man of large poffeffions, acquainted with the ftate 
of the country, and deeply interefted im its welfare. As it had been con- 
fidently afferted, that the Unionifts had a greater extent of property than 
their opponents, it was incumbent on thofe, who had a better knowlege of 
the opinion of the public to call for a conftitutional declaration of fentiment, 
not from the dregs of the people, but from the more refpeétable part of the 
community, that the minifter and his friends might be convinced of their 
error. 

Lord Glentworth declared his firm conviétion that an union alone could 
guiet the country and fecure the empire. In the prefent ftate of Ireland, 
there was no medium between clofe union and total feparation. He mingled 
with his arguments fevere firi¢tures upon the triumvirate, and afferted the 
notoriety of the exiftence of the treafury mentioned by the chancellor. 

Vifcount Dillon was apprehenfive that difloyalty would not be checked 
by the Union, and that it would not promote the fecurity of the country. 
Lord Donoghmore reafoned chiefly on the fubjeét of the Catholic claims, 
which, he thought, might be more fafely and effectually adjufted after a con- 
folidation of the legiflatures. Vifcount Powerfcourt denied the competency 
of the parliament to adopt the meafure. Vifcount Carleton not only defended 
that point, but fupported the particular provifions of the plan; and the 
Archbifhop of Cafhel alfo argued in favor of the competency. The Earl 
of Farnham objeéted to the inconvenient diftance of the united parliament 
from Ireland, and dreaded the provincial fubjeétion of that country to 
Britain. The Earl of Glendore was an advocate for the Union, as were the 
Chief Juftice Kilwarden, and Lord Sunderlin; the Earl of Bellamont ftrongly 
declaimed againft it. The firft refolution paffed the houfe by a majority 
of 49, the numbers being 75 for and 26 againft it. 

On the 24th of February, it was refolved in the lords, that the houfe fhould 
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be put into a committee again to take the faid meffage into further confide- 
ration on Monday the 11th of March, and the lords to be fummoned.* 

The general principles of the Union having been amply difcuffed in both 
houfes, it was moved, on the 14th of February in the commons, that a general 
committee fhould proceed to the confideration of the particular terms of 
the Union, when Colonel Vereker congratulated the houfe on what he 
termed the defeat of the miniftry, in obtaining fuch a paltry majority at the 
laft meeting, and hoped either that the projeét would be abandoned, or that 
ample time would be allowed for afcertaining the fenfe of the people on the 
fubjeét. 

A warm debate enfued, in which the honorable George Knox obferved, 
that though an Union might not be an innovation upon words or names, It 
would be an innovation upon the fpirit and fubftance of the conftitution. If 
the parliament fhould be removed to Madras, it might be faid that the Irifh 
would retain their former con{titution ; but he deemed it an effential part of 
the fyftem, that there fhould be a free, conftant, and immediate communi- 
cation between the legiflature and the nation for which it aéted. 

Many gentlemen fpoke to the queftion, and moft of them for delay. Mr. 
Goold entered at large into the whole fubject. He faid, that the records of 
the whole world did not exhibit a fcene fo fingular as that of a minifter de- 
firing a parliament to extinguith itfelf on account of its crimes or its legifla- 
tive impotency. 

A. motion for adjournment having been made, with a view to the produc- 
tion of additional documents requifite for the accurate comprehenfion of 
fome of the detailed articles, 89 members voted for it, and 126 againft it: 
it was then moved, that the debate fhould be adjourned to the 17th, which 
the fecretary, though he negatived the motion by a majority of 47, affented 
ihould take place. 


* 8 Lords Journ. p. $43. Diffentient. 
Leinfter Charlemont Ennitkillen 
Downthire Meath Granard 
Bellamont Mount Cafheil Farnham 
Dillon Strangford Powerfcourt 
William Down & Connor Rich. Waterford & Lifmore Dunfany 
Louth . Blaney Lifmore 
Sunderlin 
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On the appointed day, the chancellor of the exchequer, Mr. Corry, re 
traced his old ground of argument, which he interfperfed with much perfonal 
acrimony and abufe, directed particularly to Mr. Grattan, who vindicated 
himfelf in ftrong language, and retorted upon his opponent the infinuations 
of unconftitutional and treafonable conduct. Mr. Corry replied with re- 
doubled feverity ; and Mr. Grattan rejoined with fueh inereafed power of 
cenfure, as threw the onus of refentment completely on Mr. Corry.* 

General Hutchinfon ridiculed the fears or the pretences of thofe members, 
who alleged, that the meafure would fubvert the independence of Ireland, 
and enflave her toa foreign parliament. ‘To the control of that legiflature, 
he faid, the Irifh were already fubject in all queftions of external legiflation. 
The co-equality of their parliament with that of Great Britain was the dream 
of fancy, which never could be realifed ; it would be better to be a compo- 
nent part of a free and flourifhing empire, than to be a weak and petty ftate, 
convulfed with faction, or the deluded victim of treacherous allies and un- 
feeling defpots. 


* The houfe faw the inevitable confequences. The fpeaker (the houfe was in committee) fent 
for Mr. Grattan into his chamber, and preffed his interpofition for an amicable adjuftment, which 
Mr. Grattan pofitively refuted, faying, he faw, and had becn fome time aware of a fet made at 
him, to pifol him of on that queftion; therefore it was as well the experiment were tried then as at 
any other time. Both parties had inftantly left the houfe upon Mr. Grattan’s finithing his phi- 
lippic. Matters having been fpeedily adjufted by the feconds, thcy proceeded in hackney coaches 
to a field on the Ball’s Bridge road, which they reached in the twilight. It was agreed they fhould 
level and fire at their own option. The firft fhot on both fides did no mifchief; Mr. Grattan's 
paffed through Mr. Corry’s coat. On the fecond level there was much fcience and piftol play. Mr. 
Grattan, whofe nerves were as firm as a rock, kept his man accurately covered, referved his fhot 
to make it the more fecure, which Mr. Corry perceiving, called to his fecond, and it was fettled 
upon the honour of the parties, that both fhould fire together. Mr. Corry miffed his aim, and Mr. 
Grattan’s ball hit his antagonift on the knuckle of his left hand, which he had extended acrofs his 
breaft to protect his right fide, and taking a direction along his wrift, did no other injury. 

The populace, notwithftanding the quicknetfs and fecrecy with which the bufinefs was conducted, 
followed the parties to the ground, and there was reaton to fear, had Mr. Grattan fallen, that his 
antagonift would have becn facriticed on the {pot to the refentment of the populace, fo enthufiafti- 
cally were they devoted to their favorite. Theiffue of this affair reached the Houfe of Commons whilft 
they were ftill in debate at half paft eight in the morning. Before Mr. Grattan went to the ground, 
a moft affeGting and truly Roman meeting took place between him and Mrs. Grattan. That gent!e- 
man was as eminent for the endearments of domeftic felicity as he was confpicuous for his exertions 
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Great Britain could not be falfe to Ireland, and at the fame time true to 
herfelf. Her capacious wifdom had long fince taught her, that the profperity 
of each ifland was neceffary to the other. 

The experience of two centuries tended to deftroy the hope of the ftability 
of the prefent conftitution of the Hibernian parliament. Its failure was ma- 
nifeft; it had weakened the empire without ftrengthening Ireland. Formed 
for the infancy of a foreign and a fmall colony, it had funk before the man- 
hood of a great nation, and had become private property inftead of public 
aight. The uational tranquillity could not be fecured by fuch a parliament, 
amidft the diforders and turmoils of Europe. If within every thing were hol- 
low, if without every thing menacing, where_was the remedy againft internal 
diftraétion ? Where the fhield againft foreign invafion ? What was property 
without fecurity ? What liberty when life was in danger, and when the houfe 
of acountry gentleman muft either be his garrifon or his tomb ? 

All the arguments which he had heard againft the Union, were addreffes 
to the pride, the paflions, the prejudices of an irritable nation, more accuf- 
tomed to aét from the impulfe of quick feelings, than from the dictates of 
found difcretion and fober reafon. He admitted the neceflity of endeavour- 
ing to preferve a fenfe of national dignity: it was the fource of all pre-emi- 
nence, of all power, ftrength, and greatnefs. He withed that Ireland had 
fomething to nourifh this noble paflion ; but for the laft fix centuries, fhe had 
exhibited the melancholy picture of favage acrimony and barbarous difcord, 
of party zeal and feétarian ftruggle; of a fugitive government without fixed 
principles ; a minifter without refponfibility ; a parliament fearlefs of the peo- 
ple, from whom it did not derive its origin ; a triumphant ariftocracy, and a 
deluded nation. For eighty years of this century, the government had been 
the moft arbitrary and oppreffive of any in Europe. The treatment of the 
Catholics, in particular, had been brutally inhuman; and, though fome of 
the laws againft that feét had been repealed, the confequences of a barbarous 
code were ftill evident. Under fuch a mode of adminiftration, it was impof- 
fible to hope for love of the laws, zeal for the conftitution, or attachment to 
the government. That pure, unfullied, unalloyed allegiance, the vital prin- 
ciple of ftates, the only folid foundation of legitimate rule, which would not 
yield to the clumfy chain of force, but was created by benefits, acknowledged 
by gratitude, and nourifhed by hope, could only be expeéted by a good and 
beneficent government from a happy and contented people. The powers of 
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the earth would at leneth learn this falutary truth, that government muft cver 
be in danger when the fubject had nothing to lofe. 

In a country where equal law and equal liberty were unknown, the progrefs 
of French principles, to which he chiefly attributed the late rebellion, would 
be more rapid than in other ftates. An ifland thus mifgoverned was a pre- 
pared foil for the reception of Jacobin principles; and they had flourifhed 
init with all the growth of rank luxuriancy. He concluded a moft impref- 
five, conftitutional, and elegant fpeech by declaring, that no popular delution, 
no idle clamor or mifreprefentation, fhould ever induce him to depart from 
what he confidered as a great fundamental truth, that the beft government 
for thefe countries would be one executive and one legiflative, a connected 
people and an united parliament. 

After feveral members had taken part in the debate, Mr. Fofter affirmed, 
that the boafted terms, inftead of offering great benefits, were replete with in- 
jury; that every point to which they tended might be as well fecured by a 
feparate parliament; that all contained the feeds of conftant jealoufy, and 
avowed diftiné interefts, the continuance of which they enfured, and there- 
fore muft promote feparation. He entered into the detail of the propofed 
plan of future finance, revenue, and commerce, in which there was not one 
article, to which an Irifh parliament was incompetent, or one to which an 
united parliament was not lefs adequate, inafmuch as the regulation of du- 
ties and of trade between the kingdoms required a quick and ready know- 
ledge of the local circumftances of Ireland, which could be effeétually ob- 
tained by a refident legiflature alone. 

‘As to the conftitutional effeéts of the fcheme, he obferved, that the upper 
houfe created a fort of mongrel peer, half lord, half commoner, neither the 
one nor the other complete, and yet enough of each to remind you of the 
motley mixture. Every body knew, or fhould know, that, by the original 
and uninterrupted conftitution of parliament, a lord could not interfere in 
the election of a commoner; yet here he was not only to interfere, but 
might be a candidate, and might fit and act as a commoner. The twenty- 
eight chofen lords were to fit for life, though they were only reprefentatives ; 
thus counteracting one great principle, that reprefentatives fhall only aét 
for a time limited, acknowledged by the feptennial and oétennial bills, and 
by the articles of the Scotch Union in refpeét to the lords. With this feat 


for life to the chofen lords, what was to become of the remaining peers, per- 
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haps nearer 200 than 100 in number? They then were legiflators : pafs thefe 
articles, they would inftantly ceafe to be fo; they would be the only fubjeéts 
in Ireland incapable of aéting as legiflators; a degradation ruinous to the 
nobility. This fatal meafure of eleétion for life would leave fo little hope and 
fo little chance, that all inducement to improvement, to education, to ftudy 
the intercfts of his country, would be done away. It would deprefs the fpi- 
rit, and enervate the exertions of all the riting nobility of the land. Further, 
by a firange fort of abfurdity, the meafure, in fuffering him as a commoner 
to take a Britifh feat, and refufing to allow him an Irifh one, admitted this 
monfirous pofition, that in the country where his property, his connexions, 
and refidence were, he fhould not be chofen a legiflator, but where he was 
wholly a ftranger, he might; the certain confequence of which was, that it 
would induce a refidence of the Irifh nobility in Britain, where they might be 
elected commoners, and muft of courfe folicit intereft ; thereby increafing the 
number of Infh abfentees, and gradually weaning the men of largeft fortune 
from an acquaintance or a connexion with their native country. 

As to the commons, this fatal Union would not be lefs uuconftitutional. 
It reduced their number from 300 to 100. One great principle was, that in 
the Houfe of Commons every fpecies of property was reprefented, and the 
wifdom of the whole increafed by a mixture of country gentlemen, mer- 
chants, lawyers, and men of all profeflions. But that meafure fhut the door 
againft commercial men and againtt the profeflors of the law, who could not 
defert their bufinefs to attend parliament in another country. 

In controverted eleétions the impraéticability, expence, and difficulties in 
bringing over evidence, muft necefiarily leave the nomination with the fheriff. 

After fome other obfervations and feveral repetitions of remark, he fpoke of 
the tendency of the meafure to an augmentation of the influence of the 
crown; cenfured the unconftitutional ufe, to which the place bill had been 
perverted by the minifter and his friends, the appeal nominal, to which they 
had reforted againit the decifion of parliament, and the monfirous propofal 
of applying the public money to the purchafe of public rights from private 
individuals, and finally moved for a dereliction of the project. 

Lord Caftlcreagh blamed the want of forefight in the fpeaker, who, with- 
out reflecting on the diftraétions and evils of Ireland, oppofed the idea of fet- 
tlement, and would leave the country open to a renewal of diforder and mif- 
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chief, to a frefh gradation from jealoufy to difcontent, from difcontent to 
faction, from faction to confpiracy, from confpiracy to rebellion. 

Mr. William Johnfon indignantly reprobated the infinuations of corrupt 
influence, thrown out againft thofe who favored the Union. The queftion 
had been forced upon them by the prevailing calamities; and he had exa- 
mined it from no other motive or impulfe than an anxious defire of meeting 
the peculiar evils of the country, which he viewed under three afpe¢ts, con- 
ftitution, internal quiet, and commerce. 

After feveral fpeeches of lefs moment, Mr. William Smith in reply to fome 
firi€tures on the propofed regulations of the peerage obferved, that the altera- 
tions would not diminith the real dignity of the peers, or injure the effence 
of their privileges, and would materially conduce to the benetit of the coun- 
try. Though only a part would be admitted to a feat in the imperial Houfe 
of Lords, a great number, he faid, would have an opportunity of conftitut- 
ing a portion of the affembly of the commons, and would thus maintain and 
ftrengthen the interefts of Ireland in the united legiflature. The minifter 
carried the queftion by a majority of 46. ; 

When Lord Caftlereagh, on the 21ft of February, moved for the affent of 
the committee to the firfl article of the plan, Mr. O’Hara deprecated his ob- 
ftinate perfiftance in the fatal meafure. His lordthip’s avowal, that the quef- 
tion refolved itfelf into this, whether Ireland were to be a magazine of ftrength 
and refources to Great Britain, or of wealth for the grafp of France, fuffici- 
ently proved, that the object was the facrifice of one country to the necef- 
fities of the other; an illiberal principle, which the Irish ought to refift with 
indignant warmth. 

Mr. O’Donel, Mr. Tighe, Lord Corry, Mr. W. B. Ponfonby, and Mr, J. 
C. Beresford were againft the terms as well as the principle. 

Mr. Saurin called the attention of the committee to the means by which 
the minifter had procured his parliamentary inajority, namely, the undue ex- 
ercife of the patronage of the crown, promifes of office and emolument, the 
abufe of the place bill, the project of pecuniary compenfation for what was 
not the fair or legal fubject of: pecuniary eftimation, and the encouragement 
of indigent adventurers from the bar and the Britifh army. If the nation 
fhould view the majority in fuch a light, on what foundation would the Union 
ftand ? 

The terms he confidered as refutations of the pretended excellence, and 
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libels on the principle of the meafure. Identity was promifed as the grand 
object; yet every thing fpoke diftinétnefs. Another feature ftruck him in 
the minifterial arrangement. The general parliament, it was fuppofed, would 
be a paragon of purity and worth; yet the minifter acknowledged that it 
ought not to be trufted; and he therefore fhackled and reftrained its omni- 
potence. Mr. Saurin conceived the meafure fatal to the intcrefts of Ireland, 
and difclaimed any refponfibility in the calamitous confequences. 

The Attorney General re-afferted the neceflfity of an Union, which was 
alfo fupported by Mr. Monck Mafon and Mr. Ormfby. Mr. Serjeant Stanley 
on the fame fide panegyrifed the Britith minifter for boldly ftriking at the 
root, from which the diforders and calamities of Ireland had fprung, and 
bringing forward that great meafure of imperial policy, which the beft friends 
of this country had long anxioufly defired rather than confidently expected. 

The queftion was then put on the motion of adjournment, which being re- 
jected, the firft day of the following January was fixed for the commence- 
ment of the Union of the kingdoms, and the article which related to the fet- 
tlement of the crown was alfo voted by the committee. 

On the 24th of February, Mr. Shaw having warmly oppofed the profecu- 
tion of the fcheme, a divifion took place, when there appeared 56 for the 
{peaker’s leaving the chair, and 48 againtft it. 

Some further converfations, in which nothing new occurred, took place, 
and in compliance with fome of the petitions againft the meafure, feveral gen- 
tlemen of the law appeared at the bar to oppofe various parts of the com- 
mercial fcheme, and witnefles were brought forward to give evidence againft 
it. On the 4th of March Mr. G. Ponfonby alleging, that the fovereign 
would not have perfifted in recommending the prefent meafure, unlefs he had 
firmly believed, that the fentiments of the public on the fubjeét had under- 
gone a great change, urged the houfe to remove fo injurious a delufion by an 
intimation of the truth. A knowledge of the number of anti-union peti- 
tions would, he faid, correét that error; and he therefore propofed an addrefs, 
fiating, that in conformity with the conftitutional rights of the people, pe- 
titions againft a Legiflative Union had been prefented to the parliament from 
twenty-fix counties, and from various cities and towns. 

Lord Caiilereagh affirmed, that the public opinion had rcally undergone 
a change friendly to the meafure, and that feventy-four declarations, nine- 
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if this were not the cafe, he would oppofe a motion, whicli derogated from 
the deliberative power of parliainent, and tended to cncourage a popular in- 
terferenee pregnant in thefe critical times with danger and alarm. 

Mr. Saurin and feveral other gentlemen of the bar maintained the confti- 
tutionality of fuch appeals to the people; and the Lords Corry and Cole and 
fome others fupported the queftion, which was met by a motion for adjourn- 
ment. On the oppofite fide fpoke Lord Charles Fitzgerald, Mr. Fox, Mr. 
Ormfby, and feveral other members ; between feven and eight in the morning 
the houfe divided on the queftion of adjournment, ayes 155, noes 107. 

On the 10th of March, the fubjeét of parliamentary reprefentation was 
difcuffed, and carried by a majority of 19. 

A converfation then arofe on the topic of compenfation for the lofs of the 
patronage of boroughs. Lord Caftlereagh perfifted in the intention of pro- 
pofing a recompence, though Meflis. Plunkct and Goold inveighed with great 
warmth againft the idea of rewarding the profligate invaders of the rights of 
the people, and expreffed their aftonifhment at the fhamelefs inconfiftency 
and abfurdity of thofe, who could affert the omnipotence of parliament, when 
the members had once been chofen by the people, yet avowed that the majo- 
rity were not the fair reprefentatives of the nation, but merely the ereatures 
of borough proprietors. 

To difprove the affertion that Cork favored the Union, Sir John Freke pre- 
fented a petition againft it from eightcen hundred of the inhabitants of that 
city; but General Hutchinfon affirmed, that this was not the fenfe of the 
majority of the traders or freemen of Cork. Colonel Longfield and Mr. May 
coneurred in that dcelaration. Sir John Parnell again recommended a dif- 
folution of the parliament, that the opinions of the people might be more 
certainly known; but Mr. Corry reprobated that appeal as unneeeflary and 
imprudent. : 

The difcuffion was renewed on the 13th of March, when Sir John Parnell 
moved in form, that the king fhould be addreffed to eonvoke a new parlia- 
ment before any final arrangement of Union fhiould be adopted. Mr. A. 
Moore feconded this propofal as wife aud honeft; and Sir Laurence Parfons, 
though fenfible of the great influence of the crown in the ehoice of members, 
declared his willingnefs to put the fate of the queftion on the eleétion of a 
new parliament. Mr. Alexander oppofed the motion; but Major Ofborne 
was zealous in its fupport, as was alfo Mr. Saurin, who urged the expediency 
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of attending to the fenfe of the nation, and maintained, that if laws fhould 
be enaéted in oppofition to the public will, conftitutionally exprefied, they 
would not be obligatory, and the right of refiftance would revert to the peo- 
ple. The folicitor general could not hear fuch doétrine without horror ; 
and he accufed the father of the bar of unfurling the bloody flag of rebel- 
lion; but Mr. Egan hinted, that the miniftry had unfurled the flag of prof- 
titution and corruption. Mr. Saurin’s opinions were {trongly combated by 
Dr. Duigenan, as unconftitutional and mifchievous. Mr. Serjeant Stanley, 
Lord Catilereagh, Mr. May, and Sir John Blaquiere declaimed againft the 
propofal of appealing to the public, and urged the houfe to ftigmatize with. 
decifive effeét the alarming invitation to popular refiftance. Mr. Grattan, 
on the other hand, vindicated the fentiments of the barrifter, and recom-: 
mended the appeal, not as a reference to the mere multitude, but to the con- 
ftituent body. On a divifion for the addrefs, there appeared 150 votes againft 
the motion, and only 104 for it. ‘The houfe adjourned at four o’clock in 
the morning. 

On the following day, the prime ferjeant fiated the expediency of an 
identification of the churches as well as of the parliaments of the two coun- 
tries; and obferved, that whatever indulgence after that might be extended 
to the Catholics, there would then be no danger of the fubverfion of the Pro- 
teftant church of Ireland. This article was quickly voted, and that which 
refpected the exifting laws and courts of both countries paffed without op- 
pofition. ‘ 

The fixth article, which had been poftponed on account of the complexity 
of the fubject, was brought forward on the 19th of March by the right ho- 
norable Mr. Beresford, who entered very ably into all the calculations, efti- 
mates, and revolutions upon this commercial article, which without any op- 
pofition received the affent of the committee. 

When it was propofed that the houfe fhould be refumed for the reception 
of the report, Mr. O’Hara ftated fome objections to the afligned rate of con- 
tribution for Ireland, which he deemed too high; and Mr. Grattan again 
expatiated on the impolicy and injuftice of the Union. 

Mr. Fofter and Lord Caftlereagh both fpoke with great animofity. Mr. 
G. Ponfonby, Mr. Saurin, and fome others warmly oppofed the report of the 
refolutions, but it was carried by a fimilar majority as the former queftions. 
When the report was prefented to the houfe on the 21ft, Sir Laurence Par- 
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fons then expreffed his hope, that when the fcheme fhould appear in the 
form of a bill, thofe gentlemen who had no nobly ftood forward in defence 
of the country would again affail it with the moft determined energy. Sir 
John Freke reprefented the terms as fo difadvantageous, that they had not 
made a convert of a fingle member, who had cenfured the principle of the 
meafure. After fome defultory converfation, the refolutions received the 
fanction of the houfe. 

A meffage was then fent to the Houfe of Lords, importing that the com- 
mons had agreed to the articles* of the Union ; and on the 27th, the peers 
intimated to the other houfe, that they had adopted them with fome altera- 
tions and additions. Thefe amendments were readily approved by the com- 
mons; and Lord Caftlereagh immediately propofed an addrefs to his ma- 
jefty, in which both houfes concurred. In this addrefs they declared, that 
they cordially embraced the principle of incorporating Great Britain and Ire- 
land into one kingdom, by a complete and entire Union of their legifiatures ; 
that they confidered the refolutions of the Britith parliament as wifely calcu- 
lated to form the bafis of fuch a fettlement ; that by thofe propofitions they 
had been guided in their proceedings; and that the refolutions now offered 
were thofe articles which, if approved by the lords and commons of Great 
Britain, they were ready to confirm and ratify, in order that the fame might 
be eftablifhed for ever by the mutual confent of both parliaments. 

On the day (the 22d of March) on which the articles were carried up to 
the lords, Lord Farnham oppofed the fourth article, alleging, that the repre- 
fentation of the Irifh peerage was a mere mockery to cover the folly and in- 
juttice of the Union. Lord Chief Baron Yelverton in favor of the Union 
entered very fully into the fubjeét. The great value, he faid, of the arrange- 
ment of 1782, which he had affifted in forming, was, that it placed the Irith 
on a proud footing of legiflative independence, and enabled them to fay 
upon what terms they were willing to unite; whereas, if that adjuftment had 
not occurred, they would perhaps before this time have yielded to an union 
of fubjection, not an union of equality. Their independence had never fince 
been violated, and they were not now defired to give up their legiflative 
rights, but to perpetuate them by Union: their liberties would not be anni- 
hilated, but would be rendered immortal, by being placed on the fame broad 


* Thefe articles are to be feen in the Appendix, No, CXIX. 
ee bafe 
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bafe with thofe of Great Britain. The Hibernian parliament would fo far 
be annihilated, as to be no longer a diftiné legiflature, and fo would that of 
Great Britain be extinguifhed ; but out of the two a third would arife, nei- 
ther Britifh nor Irifh, but a compound body, more competent than either to 
promote and fecure the freedom, the profperity, and the happinefs of the 
whole. 


If an idle fondnefs for independence had prevailed from the beginning, no 
political affociation could ever have been framed, and mankind muft have 
remained ina ftate of nature. But prudence and policy taught two or more 
families to forin a fociety, focieties to form a nation, and final] nations to form 
a great one, by facrificing diftinét independence to common fecurity. 

His lordfhip combated the conclufion drawn againft the Union from thie 
interpofition of the fea as a phyfical barrier between Ireland and Britain, by 
alleging, that the commercial utility of the fea was rather an argument for 
an Union. He then afferted the competence of the two parliaments to enaét 
the propofed meafure, faying, that union was only a law common to two ftates, 
and that to doubt the competency of two legiflatures to frame fuch a law 
was to doubt their competency to anfwer the ends of their in{ftitution. 

Then the queftion, whether twenty-eight temporal and four fpiritual peers 
fhould reprefent Ireland in the imperial parliament, was carried by a majority 
of thirty-four. ‘Two amendments were propofed by the Earl of Clare, and 
adopted ; importing, that on the extinction of three Irith peerages one might 
be created, till the number fhould be reduced to 100, and afterwards one for 
every failure ; and that the qualifications of the Irifh for the imperial parlia- 
ment fhould be the fame in point of property with thofe of the Britith 
members. . 

All the articles having been confented to in the committee, the report was 
offered on the 26th of March, and confirmed by the houfe. A meflage to 
the commons was then propofed, when the Earl of Bellamont renewed his op- 
pofition to the general meafure. 

The Earl of Defart thought the propofitions too advantageous to Ireland 
to juftify refufal. Vifcount Powerfcourt confidered them in an oppofite 
light: and the Duke of Leinfter apprehended, that difunion and perpetual fe- 
paration would be the ultimate refult of the projected {cheme. A motion for 
delay was put by the Anti-unionifts, and negatived by 47 againft 18 votes. 


The 
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The original motion was carried by 72 againft 22. The plan of the Union 
was then left to the final confideration of the Britith legiflature. 

The articles of Union thus paffed through the Irifh parliament as they had 
been originally framed by the Britifh miniftry, having received no other al- 
terations in their progrefs than fuch as were diétated by the court. They 
were now brought forward as terms propofed by the lords and commons of 
Ireland in the form of refolutions. And on the 2d day of April 1800 the 
Duke of Portland communicated to the Houfe of Lords a meflage from the 
king, and at the fame time prefented to them as documents a copy of the 


Trifh addrefs with the refolutions.* 
Lord 


* As thefe refolutions contain merely the fubftance of the articles, they are not given. The fol- 
lowing was the addrefs of the Irith peers and commons and the king’s meffage to the Britifh peers. 
GEORGE R. 

IT is with the moft fincere fatisfation that his majefty finds himfelf enabled to 
communicate to this houfe the joint addrefs of his lords and commons of Ireland, laying before his 
majefty certain refolutions, which contain the terms propofed by them for an entire Union between 
the two kingdoms. His majefty is perfuaded that this houfe will participate in the pleafure, with 
which his majefty ebferves the conformity of fentiment manifefted in the proceedings of his two 
parliaments, after long and careful deliberation on this moft important fubjeét; and he earneftly 
recommends to this houfe, to take all fuch further fteps as may beft tend to the fpeedy and complete 
execution of a work fo happily begun, and fo interefting to the fecurity and happinefs of his ma- 
jefty’s fubjects, and to the general {trength and profperity of the Britifh empire. 

His grace then prefented, by command of his majefty, the documents referred to in his majefty’s 
meffage ; which were as follows, viz. 
* To the King’s Moft Excellent Majcfy, 
The humble addrefs of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and knights, citizens, and burgeffes, in 
parliament aflembled. 
Most GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 

WE your majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje€ts, the lords fpiritual and tem- 
poral, and commons, in parliament affembled, beg leave to acquaint your majefty, that we have ta- 
ken into our moft ferious and deliberate confideration the great and important fubject of a legifla- 
tive Union between Great Britain and Ireland, which was laid before us in his excellency the lord 
lieutenant’s meffage to both houfes of parliament on the 5th day of February laft, accompanied by 
the refolutions of the two houfes of the parliament of Great Britain, propofing that great meafure, 
and the earneft and folemn recommendation of your majefty. 

Deeply impreffed with the neceffity of rendering the connection of Great Britain and this kingdom 
indiffoluble, and truly fenfible of the repeated efforts, which have been made by foreign and do- 


meftic enemies, to fhake that connection, and to effect their entire feparation, we fully approve and 
cordially 
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Lord Grenville then moved an addrefs to his majefty, that the documents 
fhould be printed and their lordfhips fummoned for the 21ft: on which day 
Ear! Fitzwilliam recommended to the peers a longer delay, that the commons 
might previoufly reinveftigate the fubje@t; but, finding that Lord Grenville 
only intended to move at that time for the adoption of the three firft refolu- 
tions, he was fatisfied with the poftponement of the reft. 

Lord Holland affirmed, that, fince the queftion had been laft difcuffed, no- 
thing had occurred to induce him to approve the meafure. Some of the 
arguments ufed by its advocates appeared to him to be drawn from the prin- 
ciples of Mefficurs Robefpierre and Barrére, who had contended for an empire 
one and indivifible, in preference to the union of its parts by foederalifm. It 
would not operate as a. remedy for the difcontent of the various defcriptions 
of the Hibernian community. It would not enfure a redrefs of grievances, 
but would increafe that influence, which was already the objeét of general 
complaint. It was evidently offenfive to the great body of the Lith; and, if 
it fhould be carried into effeét againft the fenfe of the people, it would en- 
danger the connexion between the countries, and might produce irreparable 
mifchief. He fhould oppofe the motion for a committee. 

Lord Grenville thought it unneceffary to debate the principles of an Union, 


cordially embrace the principle of incorporating Great Britain and Ireland into one kingdom under 
your majefty’s aufpicious government, by a complete and entire Union of their legiflatures. 

We do confider the refclutions of the two houfes of the Britifh parliament as wifely calculated to 
form the bafis of fuch a fettlement, we have adopted them as our guide, in the meafures we have 
purfued, and we now feel it our duty to lay before your majefty the refolutions to which we have 
agreed; which refolutions we humbly fubmit to your majefty may form the articles of Union be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, and which, if they fhall be approved by the two houfes of the par- 
liament of Great Britain, we are ready to confirm and ratify, in order that the fame may be eftab- 
lifacd for ever by the mutual confent of both parliaments. 

We doubt not that your majefty, and your parliament of Great Britain, will confider thefe refolu- 
tions as the moft unequivocal teflimony of our zealous loyalty to your majefty’s facred perfon, fa- 
mily, and government, and as an unalterable pledge of our attachment to the Britifh empire: we of- 
fer them in the full conviétion, that, by incorporating the legiflatures, and by confolidating the re- 
fources of the two kingdoms, we fhall cncreafe the power and ftability of that empire, and that, by 
uniting ourfelves with your majefty’s fubje&s of Great Britain under one parliament, and under one 
government, we fhall moft effe€tually provide for the improveinent of our commerce, the fecurity 
of our religion, and the prefervation of our liberties. 

Joun Gyer, D.C. P. 
Cru, Hirt, ©. D.C.” 
as 
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as no queftion, in the courfe of his parliamentary experience, had ever been 
more amply or ably difcuffed. In reply to‘fome of the arguments of the no- 
ble lord, he faid, he was convinced, that the meafure would extinguifh ra- 
ther than produce evil.. He did not think that Britith influence would impro- 
perly or injurioufly predominate. The Irifh would enjoy a fair proportion of 
legiflative power; and their interefts would be as much regarded as thofe of 
their Britith neighbours. That the Englith conftitution would be endangered 
by the introduétion of Irifh members, there was no reafon to apprehend; for 
the mode of electing the reprefentatives of the commons would not lead them 
into fubferviency to the crown; and the peers, retaining their feats for life, 
would be as independent as any of the Englifh nobility. 

On a divifion, only three peers (the Earl of Derby and the Lords Holland 
and King) voted againft, and 82 fupported the motion for going into a com- 
mittee. The three firft articles were then propofed in the committee, and re- 
ceived the affent of the peers. 

In the Houfe of Commons, on the fame day, 21{t of April, Mr. Chancellor 
Pitt moved the order of the day for the houfe to refolve itfelf into a com- 
mittee to confider of his majefty’s moft gracious meflage relative to the pro- 
pofitions of the Irith parliament for an incorporating Union with Great Bri- 
tain. 

Previous to the.fpeaker’s leaving the chair, he alfo moved, that the refolu- 
tions of both houfes of parliament agreed to laft feffions, relating to the 
Union with Ireland, with the addrefs thereon to his majefty, be. referred to 
the faid committee. 

Mr. Jones rofe; but the fpeaker informed him, that if he had any objec- 
tions to urge, the proper ftage would be upon the queftion for going into a. 
committee. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt expreffed his regret at obferving a difpofition on the 
part of the honorable gentleman to oppofe the fpeaker’s leaving the chair. 
He withed that honorable gentleman, and the houfe in general, to recolleé 
that the prefent queftion was, whether it were proper to proceed to the con-- 
fideration of a meffage of his majefty, recommending a meafure which had 
been the refult of an addrefs of the houfe? He moved “ that the fpeaker do 
“ Jeave the chair.” 

Mr. Jones faid, that, inafmuch as he confidered: the meafure, it went in its - 
operation to annihilate the parliament and reprefentation of Ireland, and to 

eradicate 
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eradicate and tear up root and branch the British conftitution, he felt himfelf 
bounden to give it every oppofition in his power. After the firm, determined, 
and manly manner, in which Ireland had revolted at the projeéted flavery 
holden out by the prefent meafure, he fhould have thought it confiftent with 
the prudence, difcretion, and moderation of his majefty’s minifters to have 
abandoned it till a feafon when the feelings of the people of Ireland were lcfs 
inimical to it. But his majefty’s minifters, he was forry to obferve, were 
refolved to effect their purpofe. To attain which, they firft applied to the vir- 
tues of the people of Ireland, recommending the meafure as one calculated 
to infure the profperity of their country. Their virtues determined them to 
reject propofitions fo adverfe to their liberties. He feared that a different 
mode had fince been adopted; that an appeal had been made to their vices; 
that corruption had been reforted to, and no means had been left untried 
by his majefiy’s minifters to accomplifh their objeét. ‘Their motto had been 
“* Fleciere fi nequeo fuperos Acheronta movebo.” 

He referred them to onc of the fpeeches of Mr. Fofter expreflive of his dif- 
approbation of the conduét of his majefty’s minifters, in not being induced by 
the general indignation of the people of Ireland to abandon their intention of 
carrying the Union into effeét.* 

He called upon the country gentlemen in particular to exert themfelves 
upon the prefent momentous occafion. ‘* Sir,” faid he, “I fhall give as de- 
cided a vote againft your leaving the chair as ever proceeded from the mouth 
of man.” 


* «© But if I diflike the whole of the meafure for its mifchief and imperfections, I reprobate {till 
more the means propofed for effecting it. When the noble lord mentioned compenfation for the 
boroughs, he faw the feelings of the houfe; and I was happy to obferve that in his printed fpeech 
(which he has mentioned) it was omitted. I thought the indignation which appeared had induced 
him to abandon it; but I now find from his right honorable friend, that it isnot given up. Were 
f {peaking in another parliament, I fhould impute the hardinefs which mentioned fuch a bafe and 
liumiliating bribe, to a previous knowledge that it had received the approbation of many members. 
What is the plain language of it? I am to propofe a meafure by which two hundred of you are to 
lofe your feats; many of you have bought them; and others claim a right to them; you fhall not 
fuffer; the public fhall pay you for felling yourfelves and your conftituents; and the price you re- 
ceive fhall become the purchafe money for your felling your country afterwards. It isa moft mon- 
firous unconftitutional offer. Do you publicly avow that borough reprefentation is a private pro- 
perty, and do you confirm that avowal by the government becoming the purchafers ?” 


The 
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The motion was then agreed to, and the houfe refolved itfelf into a com- 
mittee, Mr. Sylvefter Douglas in the chair. 

As foon as a committee was formed, Mr. Pitt affuming the fenfe of the 
houfe to be determinately favorable to the principle of Union entered upon the 
difcuffion of the particular mode of carrying it into effet. As to the propri- 
ety of allowing one hundred members to {it for Ireland in the imperial Houfe of 
Conimons, he was fenfible of the difficulty of finding a precife ground, upon 
which a juft eftimate of that point might be formed; but he was the lefs anxious 
about it, as the particular number was not very important. If there fhould be 
a fufficient number of reprefentatives to make known the local wants, ftate the 
interefts, and convey the fentiments, of that part of the empire, the impar- 
tiality and colleélive wifdom of the united parliament would enfure a due at- 
tention to the general fecurity and welfare. Population alone would not 
form a good criterion; but, if it fhould be combined with the idea of the 
proportional contributions of the two countries to the public exigencies, the 
refult might be fairly applied to the prefent occafion. Jt would allow more 
than five for Great Britain to one for Ireland ; and thus 100 members might 
be deemed a fatisfaétory number for the latter country. The mode of felec- 
tion was the next point of confideration. It was not his wifh to augment by 
this arrangement the influence of the crown: the feleétion adopted by the 
parliament of Ireland might rather be thought favorable to the popular inte- 
reft. The members for counties and the principal cities would be fixty-eight ; 
the reft would be deputed by towns the moft confiderable in population and 
wealth. Thus the choice would provide both for the fecurity of the landed 
intereft and for the convenience of local information; and, as the propofed 
addition would not be accompanied with any change in the internal form of 
Britifh reprefentation, it would not alarm the enemies of innovation. What- 
ever were the opinions which he formerly entertained on the fubjeét of parlia- 
mentary reform, he was not afhamed to acknowledge that he now thought it 
imprudent and hazardous to make any attempt of that kind. When he re- 
flected, that the fpirit of reform had led to mifchievous changes and danger- 
ous fubverfions, he dreaded the effeéts of political experiment. When he 
confidered alfo, that, amidft the late fiery trials, the conftitution of this coun- 
try had remained pure, untouched in its vital principles; that it had fupported 
itfelf againft open attacks as well as againft infidious machinations; that it 


had difappointed the hopes of France, and baffled the efforts of Jacobinifn; 
Vou. HH. mR and 
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and that, during the whole conteft, it had retained the confidence of the na- 
tion; he fhould deferve the ftrongeft cenfure, fhould he attempt, in the vain 
hope of improvement, to difturb afyftem, which had been found fufficient, in 
the moft perilous of times, to proteét the general intereft and to maintain the 
public fecurity and happinefs. , 

As it might be wifhed that very few of the members thus fent from Ireland 
fhould hold places under the crown, he propofed that the number, for the pre- 
fent, fhould be limited to twenty, and that the imperial parliament fhould af- 
terwards regulate this point as circumftances might fuggeft. 

The number of peers, who fhould reprefent the whole body of the Irth 
nobility, might, he faid, be properly fixed at thirty-two. Four would fuffice 
to inform the parliament of the ftate of the church; and the reft would form 
a fair proportion, confidered with reference to the cafe of Scotland and to the 
number of delegates from the commons of Ireland. The election of the tem- 
poral peers for life hc recommended asa mode more conformable to the ge- 
neral fpirit of the eftablifhment of nobles, than that which was fettled at the 
Scotifh union. The right referved for Irifh peers to fit in the Houfe of Com- 
mons as reprefentatives of the counties or towns of Great Britain, he was 
likewife difpofed to approve, as, without violating the conftitution, it would 
furnifh them with opportunities of acquiring political and legiflative expe- 
rience, which certainly would not render them lefs qualified for ferving their 
country in a higher parliamentary affembly. The permiffion of creating new 
peers of Ireland he allo juftified; for, though in Scotland the peerage might 
maintain itfelf for a very long courfe of time without any acceflion, from the 
great extent of inheritance allowed by the generality of the patents, there 
was a rifque of fuch a diminution of the number of Hibernian peers, from the 
linitation of the right of fucceflion, as might at no veils diftant period render 
the eleétion individual. 

In the article refpecting the church, he noticed the claufe introduced by 
the parliament of Ireland, providing for the prefence of the clergy of that 
country at conyocations which might be holden in this ifland. This he pro- 
nounced a reafonable addition ; and the propriety of leaving to the imperial 
legiflature the difcuflion of the claims of the Catholics, would at the fame 
time be gencrally allowed. 

The next article, he faid, would grant a general freedom of trade, with 
only fuch exceptions as might fecure vefted capital, and prevent a great flock 

to 
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to any particular manufacture, or to popular prejudice. It was flipulated 
that alnoft all prohibitions fhould be repealed, and that only protecting du- 
ties to a {mall amount fhould be impofed on fome few articles. If the Bri- 
tith manufacturers fhould fuftain partial lofs in confequence cf any of the 
new regulations, their liberality would induce them to confider it as compen- 
fated by general advantage. 

His arguments in fupport of the intended regulations of finance between 
the countries, were fimilar to thofe of Lord Caftlereagh: he concluded his 
fpeech in the following words: ‘The ample difcuffion, which every part of 
“ this fubjeét has met with, (fo ample that nothing like its deliberation was 
ever known before in’ any legiflature) has filenced clamor, has rooted out 
prejudice, has over-ruled objeétions, has an{wered all arguments, has refuted 
all cavils, and caufed the plan to be entirely efteemed. Both branches of 
the legiflature, after long difcuffion, mature deliberation, and laborious 
enquiry, have expreffed themfelves clearly and decidedly in its favor. 
The opinion of the people, who, from their means of information, were 
“ moft likely, becaufe bet enabled to form a correct judgment, is decidedly 
in its favor. Let me not fay, for I do not intend it, that there were among 
the intelligent part of the public, none who were againft the meafure; I 
‘¢ know there were; and I know too, that in a queftion involving fo many 
‘* interefts, the fame thing will, to different individuals, appear in different 
points of view: hence arifes a diverfity of opinion. That has been the 
cafe in almoft every thing that ever was argued, and muft be fo in every 
‘ thing that is contefted; but after all, it is clear that the parliament was in 
a fituation, that the people of Ireland was in a fituation to judge of this 
meafure: it was not becaufe the meafure was not vigoroufly oppofed; the 
friends of the meafure have had to ftand againft the threats of popular vi- 
olence, againft the enemies of the government under the lead of Proteftants, 
againft the violent and inflamed fpirit and fierce attack of the fnith Catho- 
lics, and againit the aggregate of all evils, the fpirit of all mifchiet, the im- 
placable oppofition and determined hoftility of furious Jacobinifm; they 
had to meet the inflamed patiions of difappointed ambition, which, under 
the name and pretext of fuperior patriotifm, under color of jealoufy for 
others freedom, under affected tendernefs for landed intereft, affe@ted care 
for commercial welfare, would reduce the ftate to ruin, becaufe thev were 
not its rulers. Notwithftanding all this oppofition, the parties engaged in 
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“ it have not been able to prove any thing, but that their own fury was un- 
‘* governable, their prediétions chimerical, and their hopes delufive. The 
friends of the meafure have had to ftand againft the principles which fo- 
“ mented and unhappily inflamed the late Irifh rebellion; they had to con- 
“ tend againft the active but mifchievous efforts of the friends and champions 
“ of Jacobinifm, to whom it was enough to make them hate the Union, that 
it had a tendency to preferve order, becaufe any thing like order was an 
extinétion of their hopes. We have feen, that the wifdom of parliament 
and the good fenfe of the people of Ireland have prevailed over this mighty 
‘* hoft of foes; we have feen the friends who fupported, and the enemies who 
‘ oppofed this great national object; and are enabled, by all that has hap- 
“ pened, to judge pretty accurately of the fentiments of both, with their 
“ tendency or effect on the fate of the Britith empire. It is under that con- 
“ fidence that I do what I am now doing, and will continue to do whatever 
“ may depend on me, to fubmit to the committee all neeeffary meafures to 
“ carry this great and important work to its full, and, I truft, {peedy accom 
“* plifhment.” 

Mr. Grey was not difpofed to analyfe the articles, as he had infuperable ob- 
jections to the principle of the meafure, to the time in which it was brought 
forward, and to the means ufed for its accomplifhment. The affent of the 
people was requifite to give it full fanétion and complete effeét. It was faid, 
that the public voice was in its favor, after a fair appeal to the unbiaffed fenfe 
of the nation. Nineteen counties were faid to have fignified a with for its 
adoption; and he believed that addreffes had really been prefented from that 
number of fhircs: but by whom they were figned he did not exaétly know, 
though it had been underftood they were procured at meetings not regularly 
convened, and promoted by the perfonal exertions of a governor, who to the 
powerful influence of the crown added the terrors of martial law. ‘To fpeak 
of the uncontrolled opinion of the community, in fuch a cafe, reminded him 
of the Duke of Buckingham’s account to Richard HI. of the manner, in which 
the citizens of London had agreed to his claim of the crown.* Againft the 

Union 


* Some followers of mine own 
At loweft end o’ the hall hurl’d up their caps, 
And fome ten voices cried, God fave King Richard. 
And thus I took the ’vantage of thofe few-— 
Thanks, 
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Union the petitions were very numerous; and they were more honorably vo- 
ted, and more refpectable from the fignatures, than the minifterial addreffes. 
They were the produce of twenty-feven counties; and the chief towns of the 
kingdom had furnifhed many of the number. From a comparifon of thefe 
with the addrefles, and an unprejudiced obfervation of the ftate of affairs in 
Ireland, it might be fairly concluded, that the greater part of the nation 
difapproved the fcheme. ‘The parliamentary majority, of which the courtiers 
boafted. would not have been obtained, if placemen had been debarred from 
voting, and if all undue influence, abufe of authority, and the fupply of 
forced vacancies in the Houfe of Commons with dependent voters, had been 
avoided.* 

Mr. Grey {poke very largely as to the Union with Scotland. The oppofi- 
tion of the Scots, perhaps, equalled in violence that of the Inifh; and this 
feemed to be the only point of refemblance. There was no phyfical impedi- 
ment to the northern Union. ‘The two countries were fo fituated as to re- 
quire only one executive adminiftration; and a complete identification was 
alfo practicable in financial arrangements. But fuch an identity of regula- 


Thanks, gentle citizens and friends, quoth I: 
This general applaufe and cheerful fhout; 
Argues your wiféom and your love to Richard. 
* Mr. Grey here faid, he did not mean to fpeak difrefpe€tfully of the Irifh parliament. But the 
fa&s were notorious. 11 Parl. Reg. p.282. ‘* There are 300 members in all, and 120 of thefe 
‘* ftrenuoufly oppofed the meafure, among whom were two-thirds of the county members, the 
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reprefentatives of the city of Dublin, and of almoft all the towns which it is propofed fhall fend 


** members to the imperial parliament. 162 voted in favor of the Union; of thofe 116 were 


“« placemen, fome of them were Englifh generals on the ftaff, without one foot of ground in Ire- 
€ 


n 


land, and completely dependent upon government. Is there any ground then to prefume, that 
“© even the parliament of Ireland thinks as the right honorable gentleman fuppofes; or that, ating 
** only from a regard to the good of their country, the members would not have reprobated the 
“* meafure as ftrongly and unanimoufly as tlie reft of the people? But this is not all? let us reflect 
** upon the arts which have been ufed fince the laft feffion of the Irifh parliament to pack a ma- 
jority in the Houfe of Commons. All holding offices under government, even the moft intimate 
** friends of the minifter, who had uniformly fupported his adminifiration till the prefent occafion, 
if they hefitated to vote as dire&ted, were difmiffed from office, and ftripped of all their employ- 
“* ments. Even this ftep was found ineffectual, and other arts were had recourfe to, which, 
though I cannot name in this place, all will eafily conje&ture. A bill for preferving the purity 
of parliament was likewife abufed, and no lefs than fixty-three feats were vacated by their holders 
“© having received nominal offices. I will not prefs this fubjeét farther upon the attention of the 
** committee. I defy any man to lay his hand upon his heart and fay, that he believes the parlia- 
ment of Ireland was fincerely in favor of the meafure.” 
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tion could not take place between Ireland and Great Britain. There muft ftill 
be a feparate government and a diftin@ treafury ; and there could be no fe- 
curity for the forbearance of oppreflion with regard to Ireland, as fhe would 
be at the mercy of Britain, whofe attention to her own intereft might fome- 
times prompt her to make an ill ufe of her power. 

The parliaments of Scotland and England were at open variance. The 
former prohibited the importation of Englith commodities, and enaéted, that 
the crown fhould not defcend to the fame perfon, who fhould occupy the 
Enelith throne, unlefs various demands ihould be granted. The latter or- 
dained, that the Scots fhould be treated as aliens, and that all trade with them 
fhould be fufpended. Preparations were even made for hoftility; but the Eng- 
lifh miniftry, unwilling to proceed to fanguinary extremitics, propofed to the 
Scots an incorporative Union. The means ufed to promote the acceptance of 
this offer were not ftridtly juftifiable ; but acquiefcence was at length obtained. 
It excited the indignation of every honeft man to obferve, that under very dif- 
ferent circumftances more unjuitifiable arts had been ufed to accomplith this 
meafure altogether unneceffary. [lad Ireland checked or prohibited Britith 
trade, or had fhe refufed to adopt the fame rules of regal fucceffion? On the 
contrary, did there not exift between the countrics an amity, which nothing 
but the folly of minifters could diminifh or derange, an affeétion, which no- 
thing but their violeuce could deftroy. 

It was affirmed, that the Union had been produétive of extraordinary be- 
nefit to Scotland; but it was reafonable to fuppofe, that North Britain would 
have made equal progrefs in profperity without the aid of an ineorporation 
with England and Wales. The Union was fo far from promoting its im- 
provement in pot of trade and induftry, that the lmen manufacture declin- 
ed after that event. Indeed, little advance was made before the rebelhon of 
the year 1745. The abolition of the heritable jurifdiétions was the firft mea- 
fure, that gave a ftrong impulfe to the fpirit of manufaéiuring excrtion and 
commercial enterprife in Scotland. From that time the profperity of the 
country had increafed, but not in fo great a degree, as that of Ireland during 
the fame period. 

That the Union fuon became popular among the Scots, had been afferted 
in a former debate. The alleged inftance was drawn from the year 1715, 
when the pretender found it expedient to fupprefs that part of his manifefto 
in which he had promifed to re-eftablith the Scotifh parliament. This was 
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affirmed on the authority of a manufcript left by Sir John Clerk; but it 
ought to be confidered, that it was unfupported by other teftimony, and that 
Sir John was connected by marriage with the Duke of Queen{bury, the chief 
of the Scotiih Unionifts: it was therefore no more furprifing, that fuch a man 
fhould reprefent the meafure as popuiar, than that Lord Catilereagh or fome 
of his friends and relatives fhould fpeak of the new project of Union as be- 
ing fupported by the general voice of Ireland. 

That the Union was not popular in Scotland, appeared from a feries of the 
moft indifputable faéis, as well as the moft unqueftionable documents. In 
the year 1713, a motion was made by the Ear! of .Findlater to diffolve the 
Union, and that motion was fupported by the Whig party, by Lord Sunder- 
land and feveral others, who had been commiffioners in adjufting the tranfac- 
tion. Upon that occafion there was an equality of votes, there being fifty- 
four on each fide; and it was decided in favor of an Union, only by a majo- 
rity of four upon the proxies. There were feveral proofs extant from letters 
written by friends to the meafure, and decided foes to jacobitifm, that the 
Union was very unpopularin Scotland. In 1715, when the Earl of Mar tools 
the field in the caufe of the houfe of Stuart, he announced the defign to re- 
ftore the old conftitution of Scotland, and a declaration was a few days after 
iffued by a number of the principal perfons on the fame fide, in which the 
Union was particularly reprobated as a grievance. Thus it was clear, that 
the friends of the Pretender confidered Union unpopular, and thought that it 
would be favorable to their caufe to encourage the hope of its repeal. The 
Pretender himfelf, on his landing, iffued a proclamation in the fame fpirit to 
conciliate the fupport of the people, who viewed the Union as the extinétion 
of their national independence, and the introduction of a foreign yoke. 

From the whole hifiory of thefe periods, it was evident that the efteét of 
the Union had been unfavorable to the repofe and tranquillity of the ftate. 
It was an additional fubjeét of difcontent to a people already labouring un- 
der many difadvantages of internal government and regulation, and till the’ 
real caufe of the evil was removed, till the grievances were remedied, no pro- 
grefs was made towards eftablithment of tranquillity, and to the advancement 
of commerce and manufactures. 

A wife and conciliatory fyftem, he faid, would tend more effectually to 
allay the diftractions of the country, and diffipate the dangers, with which it 
was threatened from foreign or domeftic enemies, than any attempt to incor- 
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porate its legiflature with that of Great Britain. The Catholics, of whofe 
pretentions fo much had been faid, might in his opinion be relieved from all 
remaining difabilities by a feparate parliament, without the rifque of the pre- 
valence of their party. 

If this projected Union fhould fucceed, it would place at the difpofal of 
the crown a number of abject inftruments that might be employed againft the 
privileges of their fellow-fubjeéts. “ I rejoice,” faid the late Earl of Chatham, 
‘ that the Americans have refifted ; for three millions of flaves in America 
“ would have been fit tools to overthrow the liberties of Britain.” For the 
fame reafon he rejoiced, that the Inith had fhewn a firm determination to 
preferve their conftitutional rights and liberties ; and he trufted, that minifters 
would not be able by undue means to triumph over their {pirited oppofition. 
He then moved an addrefs to his majefty, praying him to direét his minifters to 
fufpend all proceedings on the Union, till the fentiments of the people of Ire- 
land refpeéting that meafure fhould have been afcertained. 

Mr. Johnftone in a maiden fpeech fpoke firongly for an Union. Mr. 
Nicholl, though not accuftomed to give his fupport to the ftatefman, who had 
planned the Union, fpoke warmly in its favor. Sir Gregory Page Turner and 
Major General Loftus* were alfo advocates for the meafure. Dr. Lawrence 
oppofed it as unjuft and impolitic under the exifting circumftances of Ireland ; 
and Mr. Sheridan, on the fuppofition of a ftrong diffent of the Hibernian na- 
tion, deprecated the profecntion of a meafure, which, if it thould be carried 
into effect by corruption or violence, would become the fatal fource of dif- 
content and rebellion. That the Union had the general approbation and 
independent affent of the Irifh nation, a number of addrefles and declarations 
were mentioned as a proof; but where were thefe addreffes? The addreffes 
again{t it were eafy to be found. » Twenty-feven of the counties had openly 
declared againft it; and with thefe would have united Antrim and Sligo, if 
martial law had not been proclaimed, and prevented the intended meetings. 
If the meafure were thus to be carried, he had no hefitation in faying, that 
it would be an act of tyranny and oppreffion, and muft become the fatal 


‘\ 


* This gentleman corrected what Mr, Grey had faid relative to the introduction of military Bri- 
tith officers into the Irifh parliament: he inftanced General Craddock and fome others, who came 
into the Irifh parliament upon independent grounds. Mr, Grey thanked him for the correétion, 
and faid he had chiefly in his eye General Lake, whom from a variety of circumstances, he thought 
little entitled to fit as an Irith legiflator, 
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fource of new difcontents and future rebellions ; and the only ftandard round 
which the pride, the paflions, and the prejudices of Ivifhmen would rally. 
would be that, which would lead them to the recovery of a conftitution that 
would have been thus foully and oppreflively wrefied from them. No at- 
tempt had been made to deny the notorious fact, that fixty-five feats had been 
vacated to make places for men, whofe obfequioufnefs would not permit them 
to oppofe the meafure; and it was equally notorious, that no art or influence 
which the policy of corruption and intimidation could put in play had been 
left untried, to gain over partizans to the Union. In this aflertion every gen- 
tleman muft acquiefce, who would confult his heart and his honor, and for a 
proof of it he would refer them to what had befallen Sir John Parnell; his 
fate was no unimpreflive warning to thofe, who might be tempted to follow his 
example. Thus was intimidation holden out every where, without room any 
where for the expreffion of a free will and unbiafled judgment. Martial law, 
fpies, informers, &c. &c. were onall fides marthalled againft the oppofers ot 
the Union; and it was only to be wondered how any fet of men, under fuch 
a fyftem of terror, could have dared fo boldly and manfully to exprefs their 
abhorrence of it. 

Mr. Dundas would not admit that the Trifh in general diffented from the 
fcheme; but Mr. Tierney was convinced of their repugnance. Lord Carysfort 
affirmed, that the Unionifts in the Irth parliament had a much greater extent 
of property than their adverfaries, in the lords ten to one, and that the judging 
portion of the people approved the projeét. Mr. Pitt, however, indignantly 
{couted the idea of appealing to a community fo influenced by faétious lea- 
ders ; he was fatisfied with the confiitutional affent of parliament. 

Mr. Grey’s motion having been fupported only by 30, and negatived by 
236, the three firft articles were voted. On the fucceeding day, the exami- 
nation of the three nextarticles being poftponed, the feventh was brought for- 
ward. Dr. Lawrence offered fome ineffectual oppofition. When the other 
articles, particularly thofe concerning the peerage and popular reprefentation, 
were fubmitted to the committees in both houfes, fome warm debates arofe upon 
them, but they comprifed nothing new or peculiarly relevant to Ireland. 
The majorities upon each divifion were uniformly in the fame proportion. 

Lord Hawkefbury made a very able fpeech upon tlie general nature of our 
popular reprefentation in parliament. 

Lord Grenville, on the 28th of April, when the houfe was in a committee 
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upon the fourth article, drew their attention to three pomts of difference, 
which would be found between the Irifh and Scotifh peers. ‘The former, 
when chofen, would hold their feats till death, except the fpiritual peers, who, 
if they fhould be deputed for life, would be too long abfent from their fees. 
This permanence of the eleGted noblemen feemed better calculated than a 
temporary delegation to guard againft the effects of undue influence and con- 
trol. The fecond point was the eligibility of the peers of Ireland to a feat 
among the commons of the empire. <A confiderable number of thofe peers 
had fo little property or influence in that country, as to have fcarcely any 
chance of being deputed to a reprefentation of the peerage; and the eleétion 
of fuch individuals as commoners would ftrengthen the connexion of claffes, 
and conftitute a defirable Union of feeling and intereft between the houfes of 
parliament. The third point, the eventual creation of new Irifh peers, would 
be neceflary for the prevention of too rapid a progrefs towards the extinétion 
of the peerages. 

Lord Mulgrave moved for the omiffion of that claufe, which allowed the 
Hibernian peers to fit m the Houfe of Commons for any of the fhires and 
boroughs of Great Britain, with a provifo that they fhould ceafe to enjoy 
during that time the privileges of the peerage. Such a regulation, he faid, 
would tend to break down the bulwark between the peers and the commons, 
and confequently the barrier between the crown and the people; to intro- 
duce a confufion of ranks, and promote democratic diforder. 

The chancellor defended the claufe as reafonable and conftitutional. Why, 
he afked, would it be more degrading for an Ivith peer than for the eldeft fon 
of the firft peer of this kingdom to be tried as a commoner; and would it 
not be a great hardthip for a number of the peers of Ireland to be deprived 
of the chance of becoming legiflators ? 

The Earl of Caernarvon oppofed the claufe, becaufe it feemed to have a jaco- 
binical tendency; and the Earl of Darnley recommended, in this refpeét, an 
adherence to the ftipulations of the Scotifh Union. 

Lord Mulgrave’s motion for omitting a part of the article was negatived 
by 50 againft 7. 

On the 30th of April, a debate arofe from a motion of Lord Holland, tend- 
ing to give the Catholics a pledge or profpeét of the abolition of the difabili- 
ties, to which they were ftill fubje€ both in Ireland and in Great Britain. In 
this country, a regard to juftice dictated fuch relief: in the other, it was not 
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only a matter of juftice, but was effential to public tranquillity, and would 
contribute to reconcile the minds of the majority of that people to the new 
project. Notwithftanding he confidered the policy of the Union doubtful, 
and fome of its provifions, particularly with regard to reprefeutation, alarming 
innovations, yet if he thought that tle emancipation of the Catholics were to 
accompany the Union, it would foften much of its hoftility to the projeé. 
If he himfelf then confidered the reftoration of the rights of the Catholics fe 
ftrong a recommendation, what muft be the feelings uf thofe, who were fo much 
more nearly interefted in it? It had been faid, indeed, that it was not worth 
while to attempt reclaiming thofe, who were difaffected in Ireland. If any 
minifter did not think it worth while by wife and liberal meafures, to conci- 
liate thofe who were difaffeéted, and to bring them back to their duty, fucha 
minifter would be unfit to be trufted with the conduct of public affairs: it was 
an object of the higheft importance to firengthen his majefty’s government 
by conciliating the affections of all his fubjeéts. But it might be faid it 
would be better to wait. He, on the contrary, thought that the prefent was 
the moment to remove all the doubts, which the Catholics might entertain, 
and to render them friendly to the meafure, by flewing them candidly the 
advantages they would gain. It would thus tend to confirm thofe who hefi- 
tated in their opinion, and to reconcile thofe who might be hoftile to the 
Union. It had been faid, that the emancipation was a mere pretext employ- 
ed to delude the people of Ireland ; but its being fuccefsfulas a pretext, was 
a proof of how much importance it was to take it away. In the late rebel- 
lion, which however he never would be induced to call a Catholic rebellion, 
fo many would not have been led away by it, had ‘not the refiraints, under 
which the Catholics laboured been confidered as grievances. It was a griev- 
ance to be eftimated in its operation on men’s minds; not by the injury it 
did, but by the infult which it fuppofed. 
Lord Borrington thought the agitation of that queftion was unfeafonable, 
and therefore moved the previous queftion. . 
The Marquis of Landfdown did not difapprove the motion, though he 
differed from the mover on the fubjeét of the Union. After a frequent and 
clofe deliberation, le was convinced of the wifdom and policy of the general 
meafure, and thought it highly honorable to the projectors. The chief 
blemifhes, he thought, were to be found in the confined mode of election for 
fome of the boroughs; but thefe were fpecks in a brilliant fun. 
76.0 Karl 
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Earl Fitzwilliam juftified the motion as conciliatory and highly expedient : 
but Lord Mulgrave faid, that, as the parliaments of both kingdoms had al- 
ready agreed to the poftponement of the Catholic queftion, which, they con- 
ceived, would be more temperately and wifely difcuffed after an Union, it 
was unneceffary and improper to prejudge the topic. Lord Hobart and the 
Earl of Liverpool were for the previous queftion. 

The Earl of Moira declared that the objections, which he had urged to an 
Union were in a great meafure fuperfeded by the late determination of the 
Irifh parliament ; and he was ready to admit that the points of detail were 
founded, for the moft part, on juft and equitable principles. Apprehending 
that the prefent motion might obftruét the fuccefs of the fcheme, he wifhed it 
to be withdrawn or difcountenanced. 

Lord Grenville was of opinion, that the queftion would be beft determined 
by the united parliament, and that the decifion of that legiflature, even if it 
fhould be erroneous, would be attended with much lefs inconvenience than a 
fimilar decifion would produce, if pronounced by the two parliaments under 
the prefent fyftem. 

The motion was then fuperfeded by the previous queftion. 

As the woollen-manufaéturers of Great Britain were alarmed at the prof- 
pect of great lofs and injury, if a free exportation of the raw material to 
Ireland fhould be allowed, petitions were prefented to both houfes againft 
that part of the commercial article; and witneffes were examined at the bar 
in fupport of the allegations of the petitions. The minifter notwithftanding, 
on the 1{t of May, urged the committee to adopt the refolution, which was 
done accordingly. | 

Mr. Peel and Mr. Wilberforce {poke in favor of the petitions. 

Mr. Pitt maintained, that, if any transfer of manufaéture fhould refult 
from the permiffion of exporting wool, it would be gradual and inconfider- 
able; that any void, which it might occafion, would be much more than filled 
up by the great increafe of our trade in this article; that we had no reafon to 
apprehend a fearcity of the commodity, or dread the rivalry of the Irifh in 
the manufaéture; and that his friend’s propofal would be an unneceffary de- 
viation from that liberal principle of a free intercourfe, which was the intend- 
ed bafis of the Union. 

When the report was brought up on the 2d of waa Dr, Laurence vehe- 
mently oppofed it: but upon no new grounds. 
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The means of promoting the meafure were not, in his opinion, the moft 
laudable or conftitutional; and the boafted majority did not include the moft 
refpectable portion of the parliament. A confiderable number of thofe, who had 
voted for the fcheme were palpably influenced by the crown; and the freedom 
of deliberation was checked by the prefence of the army. He moved that 
the bufinefs fhould be poftponed for three months. 

Mr. Morrit refted his confidence of fuccefs on the happinefs to both coun- 
tries which followed the Union with Scotland. 

The Honorable Mr. Ryder admitted, that a complete or perfeét Union 
could not at firft be expeéted; but he did not confider this objection as a fuf- 
ficient reafon for defifting from an attempt, which might be in fome degree 
fuccefsful; ftill lefs did he think it prudent finally to relinquith it. 

Mr. Bankes was ftill of opinion, that the fcheme would be inefficacious as 
a meafure of Union, and particularly hazardous from the diflatisfaétion with 
which it would be received by the Catholics, whofe views of power it would 
ultimately difappoint, even though the imperial parliament might accede to 
their prefent claims. 

Colonel Wood and Sir Richard Car Glyn fupported the general principle 
of the meafure. Sir William Young contended that delay would be danger- 
ous, and that nothing but an Union would render the two countries perma- 
nently profperous and happy. He did not believe, that the Irifh Catholics 
were generally adverfe to the Union. On the contrary, he ftated, on the 
authority of one of themfelves, Lord Kenmare, a nobleman of the greateft 
virtue and patriotifm, that the moft refpectable claffes of them were inclined 
in its favor. Mr. Nicholl did not approve every part of the plan; but, con- 
ceiving that it would enable the governnient to relieve the Catholics with 
fafety, and that it would thus allay the bitternefs of religious diffention, he 
was willing to promote its fuccefs. 

The houfe then ordered the fecond reading of the reported refolutions: a 
divifion took place, in which 26 voted againft it, and 208 for it. 

On the 5th of May, the fcheme was again debated in both houfes. Lord 
Grenville was pleafed to find, that only one clafs of manufacturers complained 
of the commercial article, and {till more pleafed to obferve, that even their 
jealoufy was ill-founded. The committee adopted the commercial claufes and 
the remaining regulations. 

Various 
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* Various motions were made in the Houfe of Commons for the fuppofed 
improvement of the plan. Dr. Laurence moved for fome alterations ground- 
ed on his former fuggeftions relative to the parliamentary article, which were 
negatived. Mr. Grey propofed claufes calculated to render the Irifh mem- 
bers independent of the crown, and to reduce their number in cafe of a di- 
minution of that of the Britifh reprefentatives. Sir William Dolben moved, 
that all new peers fhould entail a fufficient eftate to fecure the independence 
of their fucceffors. Mr. Tierney withed for a recommitment of the refolu- 
tion refpecting trade, that the woollen manufacturers of this country might 
receive an indulgence fimilar to that which would be granted to the cotton 
manufacturers of Ireland. All of which were negatived. 

An addrefs was voted on the fame day, importing that the commons had 
obferved with unfpeakable fatisfaction the general conformity of the articles 
tranfmitted from Ireland with thofe which they had voted in the preceding 
year, and that they were now ready to conclude with the Irifh parliament an 
Union upon that foundation. This addrefs was communicated to the peers; 
and, after a comparifon of the refolutions of one houfe with thofe of the 
other. Onthe 7th, the permiffion granted to Infh peers to reprefent Britith 
counties or boroughs was again debated. Lord Romney propofed that all 
who fhould thus degrade themfelvcs fhould be obliged to wave for life the pri-, 
vileges of the peerage. ‘The Earls of Caernarvon and Fife, and feveral other 
peers, oppofed it, as tending to violate the conftitution, and produce a confu- 
fion of rank and interefts; each queftion was carried by like majorities in 
favor of the miniftry. 

When it was moved, that the peers fhould join in the addrefs, Lord Boltont 
{poke decidedly in favor of the Union. He entered fully into the merits of 
the propofitions of 1785, againft which, he faid, the Infh had conceived an 
ill-founded prejudice. A fimilar prejudice exifted againft the prefent offers of 
Great Britain; but he trufted that it would not prevent the accomplifliment 
of a project, which would be advantageous to this country, and highly bene- 
ficial to Ireland. Earl Fitzwilliam obje@ted to feveral of the articles, and 
maintained that the plan tended to a feparation rather than to an Union. 
Earl Camden and the Marquis Townthend fupported the Union. The Earl 


* Coote’s Hiftory of the Union, p. 490. 
+ Formerly Mr. Orde, fecretary to the lord lieutenant in Ireland. 
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of Weftmorland attributed the diftractions of Ireland to the then exifting 
fyftem of government, or to the injudicious meafures of adminiftration, and 
was convineed that an Union was the only remedy for the evils under which fhe 
had long groaned. The Earl of Darnley coneurred with Lord Weftmorland. 
Lord King and Lord Holland maintained, that the meafure was more likely 
to ageravate than cure the exifting evils. The Marquis of Downfhire (Lord 
Hillfborough in England) repeated many of the obfervations, whieh he had 
urged in the Irith Houfe of Lords againft the meafure. The Marquis Townf- 
hend obferved, that thofe perfons who had oppofed the o¢tennial bill, were 
the very perfons, who oppofed the meafure of Union, and from the fame mo- 
tive; becaufe it would diminifh their influenee. The houfe divided on Lord 
Grenville’s motion, which was to infert the words lords fpiritual and temporal 
in the blank fpace left in the addref$, communieated to their lordfhips by the 
commons; when there appeared 54 for and 7 againft the motion. On the 
Oth, the joint addrefs was prefented to his majefty. The plan was then tranf- 
mitted to Ireland; and eaeh parliament proceeded to earry into effeét the 
articles by a bill. 

Although the Anti-unionifts had been fo conftantly bafiled, they perfifted 
in difputing every ineh of the ground. Asa feparate bill was thought necef- 
fary for regulating the election of the reprefentatives of Ireland in the impe- 
rial parliament, Lord Caftlereagh moved for leave to introduee it before the 
general bill of Union. Having notieed the inclination, whieh the houfe had 
fhewn to various modes of parliamentary reprefentation, in preference to an 
uniform fyftem, he ftated the leading principles, on which the feleétion of ci- 
ties and boroughs had been adjufted---namely, a regard to property, and the 
confideration of political, commercial, and local knowledge; and mentioned 
the produce of the taxes on hearths and on windows, and the number of 
houfes for which hearth-money was no longer paid, as fair criteria of wealth 
and population. On thefe grounds, he named the following towns: Water- 
ford, Limerick, Belfaft, Drogheda, Carrickfergus, Newry, Kilkenny, London- 
derry, Galway, Clonmell, Wexford, Armagh, Youghall, Bandon, Dundalk, 
Kinfale, Lifburne, Sligo, Catherlogh, Ennis, Dungarvan, Down-Patrick, 
Coleraine, Mallow, Athlone, New-Rofs, Tralee, Cafhel, Dungannon, Port- 
Arlington, and Ennifkillen. One member for each of thefe towns, with four 
for Dublin and Cork, one for the Univerfity, and fixty-four reprefentatives 
of counties, would, he thought, form the foundeft collection of individuals, 
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that could be charged with the concerns of a nation; and Ireland might 
fafely depend upon the wife and patriotic exertions of fuch legiflators, incor- 
porated with an affembly, which had preferved the liberty and happinefs, and 
therefore commanded the cftcem and affeétion of the people of Great Britain. 

The motion was oppofed, as tending to pledge the houfe prematurely; but 
it was carried by a majority of 55. In its progrefs the bill was warmly op- 
pofed ; and the whole plan of Union was re-attacked. It patted the Houle 
of Commons on the 20th of May. ‘This bill ordained, that, if the king 
fhould authorife the prefent lords and commons of Great Britain to form a 
part of the firft imperial legiflature, the fitting members for Dublin and Cork, 
and for the thirty-two counties of Ireland, fliould reprefent the fame cities 
and fhires in that parliament; that the wntten names of the members for the 
college of the Holy Trinity, for the cities of Waterford and Limerick, and 
the other towns before-mentioned, fhould be put into a glafs, and fucceflively 
drawn out by the clerk of the crown; and that, of the two reprefentatives of 
each of thofe places, the individual whofe name fhould be firft drawn, fhould 
ferve for the fame place in the firft united legiflature; and that, when a new 
parliament fhould be convoked, writs fhould be fent to the Irifh counties, to 
the Univerfity, and to the cities and boroughs above fpecified, for the election 
of members in the ufual mode, according to the number then adjufted. With 
reference to the peers, the aé provided, that the primate of all Ireland fhould 
fit in the firft feflion of the combined parliament, the archbifhops of Dublin, 
Cafhel, and Tuam, in the fecond, third, and fourth; that the bifhops of 
Meath, Kildare, and London-Derry, fhould take the firft turn; the prelates 
of Raphoe, Limerick, and Dromore, fhould next fit; thofe of Elphin, Down, 
and Waterford, fhould have the next turn; thofe of Leighlin, Cloyne, and 
Cork, fhould follow; then thofe of Killaloe, Kilmore, and Clogher; and 
lafily, thofe of Offory, Killala, and Clonfert: that the fame order fhould then 
recommence, and continue for ever; and that, for the eleciion of the twenty- 
eight temporal peers, each of the Irith nobility fhould prepare a hft of twenty- 
eight of his brethren, and thofe who thould have a majority of votes in fuch 
lifts, fhould be peers of parliament for life. 

The refolutions, which had been fent back from England, were referred by 
the commons to a private committee: a report was foon pirefented and ex- 
amined; and, when Sir Lawrence Parfons had in vain moved for a confidera- 

tion 
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tion of the articles in a general committee, all the alterations were adopted by 
the commons, and afterwards by the peers. 

The countervailing dutics were then adjufted; the refolutions were formed 
into a bill; and Lord Caftlereagh, on the 21{t of May, requefted permiffion 
to produce it. Major Ofborne, on this occafion, declared, that he would 
continue to oppofe the Union as an unncceflary and pernicious meafure: Mr. 
Holmes fupported it, not only as falutary, but abfolutely neceflary for the 
fecurity of Ireland. Mr. Ponfonby and Mr. Ogle again_affailed it. Mr. 
Ball {poke warmly, and with fome perfonal acrimony, againft the bill and its 
fupporters. Mr. Latouche, Mr. Martin, and Dr. Browne, declared their 
conviction of the beneficial tendency of the meafure; which, on the other 
hand, was feverely reprobated by Sir Lawrence Parfons and Mr. Goold. On 
a divifion, the motion for bringing in a bill for the Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland was carried by 160 againft 100. ‘The bill was immediately pre- 
fented, read pro forma, and ordered to be printed. On the 26th, it was 
again read; and a motion for its commitment followed, which produced ano- 
ther warm, though not very interefting debate. On the 26th of May, Mr. 
Grattan propofed a delay to the 1ft of Auguft, that it might be more fully 
examined, and that more correct documents might be procured, as founda- 
tions of the financial and commercial articles. He again difcuffed the prin- 
ciple of the meafure. It was a breach of a folemn covenant, on whofe bafis 
the feparate, reciprocal, and conjoint power of the countries relied; an inno- 
vation promoted by the influence of martial law; an unauthorized afiumption 
of a competency to deftroy the independence of the realm; an unjuftifiable 
attempt to injure the profperity of the country. The bill would be, guoad 
the conftitution, equivalent to a murder, and, guoad the government, to a 
feparation. If it fhould be carried into effeét, he forctold its want of perma- 
uence, and intimated his apprehenfions, that popular difcontent, perhaps dan- 
gerous commotions, might refult from its enforcement. 

Lord Caftlereagh defended the bill, and cenfured the inflammatory lan- 
guage of Mr. Grattan. He derided the patriotifm of thofe, who took every 
occafion of ulcerating the public mind, already too mucli enflaimed: he defied, 
however, their inceutives to treafon, and had no doubt of the energy of go- 
vernment in defending the conftitution againft every attack. 

Sir John Parnell indignantly repelled the imputation of any traitorous 
fpirit in the Anti-unionifts, and retorted on thofe, who withed to fubvert 
the conftitution on pretence of an Union. A very heated debate enfued, in 

Por. If, ey which 


1066 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 


which Mr. O’Donel, Mr. Plunket, and Mr. Burrowes {poke againft the Union, 
and Mr. May defended it. Mr. Grattan replied with afperity to the infinua- 
tions of Lord Caftlereagh, who rejoined with more moderation than he for- 
merly had done. 

Mr. Grattan’s motion was fupported by 87 and negatived by 124. After 
fome further debating the countervailing duties were fettled as they had been 
by the Britifh parliament. 

On the 5th of June, the Bill of Union paffed through the committee with 
few remarks, and with little alteration. At the next meeting, Lord Corry 
moved a long addrefs to his majefty againft the completion of the bill.* Mr. 
Saurin feconded the motion, and repeated his objections to the Union, which 
he contended had not been anfwered or refuted. The attorney general an- 
fwered. Mr. Egan, Mr. J. C. Beresford, and Mr. Goold warmly fupported 
the addrefs, which was negatived by a majority of 58; there being 77 for, 
and 135 againft it. The report was ordered to be read. An amendment 
propofed by Mr. O’Donel excited a flame in the houfe, and was withdrawn. 
The fame member, on the 7th of June, moved the third reading of the bill 
for the 2d of January, wlien a warm debate followed. 

Many of the Anti-unionifts retired from the houfe, that they might not 
witnefs the divifion, by which the bill fhould be carried. When, on the 9th, 
an addrefs of both houfes to the king, in confirmation of the countervail- 
ing duties was propofed, Mr. Dawfon, Lord Maxwell, and fome other Anti- 
unionifts declared, that, as foon as the bill fhould become a law, they would 
give it that fupport to which it would be entitled by fuch enaétment, but 
which it did not deferve by its intrinfic merits. 

The bill was carried up to the Houfe of Peers by Lord Gratiot but 
the confideration of it was poftponed. On its fecond reading, the Earls of 
Farnham and Bellamont offered fome claufes, which were negatived, and the 
bill was committed. It paffed the committee without amendment, was re- 
ported in due form, and, after an uninterefting debate, was read a third time 
on the 13th of June.t A proteft was entered by the Duke of Leinfter and 
the other diffenting peers. 


%* This addrefs, which is generally attributed to the pen of Mr, Grattan, and was moved for by 
the Anti-unionifts in nature of a proteft to pofterity againfi the meafure, is to be feen in the Appen- 
dix, No. CXX. 

t 8 Lords’ Journ. p. 463. The divifion was 41 againft 14, The proteft is to be fcen in the 
Appendix, No. CXXI. 
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No part of the plan now remained for the fecretary to bring forward, but 
the fcheme of compenfation. This he plaufibly ufhered in upon a princi- 
ple of juftice ; he propofed a grant of 1,260,000/. for thofe who fhould fuf- 
fer a lofs of patronage, and be deprived of a fource of wealth, by the disfran- 
chifement of 84 boroughs---at the rate of 15,000/. to each. Mr. Saurin, 
Mr. Claudius Beresford, and Mr. Dawfon, maintained, that the grant of com- 
penfation to thofe, who had no right to hold fuch a fpecies of property, 
would be an infult tothe public and an infringement of the conftitution. Mr. 
Prendergaft defended the prepofition, alleging, that, though fuch poffeffions 
might have been vicious in their origin, yet, from prefcriptive ufage, and 
from having been the fubje&ts of contraéts and family fettlements, they could 
not be confifcated, without a breach of honor aud propriety. In the Houfe 
of Peers, this bill was chiefly oppofed by the Earl of Farnham; but it paffed 
into law witli little oppofition in either houfe; the Anti-unionifts having now 
given up the queftion as loft.* 

Svon after the Union bill had patfed through both houfes of the Irifh par- 
liament, Mr. Pitt brought a bill in the fame form into the Britith Houfe of 
Commons. It proceeded through the ufual ftages, without occafioning any 
important debate ; and was fent, on the 24th of June, te the peers. On the 
30th, Lord Grenville moved for its third reading, declaring, that he rofe for 
that purpofe with greater pleafure than he had ever felt before in making 
any propofition to their lordfhips. ‘The Marquis of Downfhire merely faid, 
that his opinion of the meafure remained unaltered, and that he would there- 
fore give the bill his decided negative. It paffed without a divifion; and, 
on the 2d of July, it received the royal affent.t 

When a prorogation of the laft feparate parliament of Great Britain was 
ordered on the 29th of July, his majefty thus addrefled the two houfes on the 
fubjeé& of the grand work, which had fo laudably occupicd their deliberations. 

With peculiar fatisfaction I congratulate you on the fuccefs of the fteps, 


* As fo much heat and zeal attended this interefting conteft throughout, it may be gratifying to 
the curious reader to fee the litt of thofe who voted on the oppofite fides. A correét lift is alfo 
given of the different writs, which iffued in the laft year of the Irifh parliament, viz. in 1800, with 
a view to parliamentary arrangements in voting for the Union. (Vide Index to the Appendix of 
19 Vol. of Com. Journ. Part IT. and alfo a lift of the Irifh parliamentary annuitants.) All are to be 
feen in Appendix, No. CXXII. 

+ A copy of the aé& is to be in feen the Appendix, No. CXXIII. 

~ Feats * which 
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“‘ which you have taken for effeGting an entire Union between my king- 
“doms. This great meafure, on which my withes have been long earneftly 
“* bent, I fhall ever confider as the happieft event of my reign.” 

It was the opinion of one of the Grecian fages, that no man ought to be 
pronounced happy before his death, or before it could be afcertained, whe- 
ther his happinefs would be durable; and, in this point of view, the royal ob- 
fervation may be deemed premature, as the effeét of the applauded fcheme 
had not been tried for a moment; but we hope, and have reafon to expeét, 
that the remark will be fully verified. 

The royal affent was given in Ireland to the Union bill on sie ft of Au- 
guft, the anniverfary of the acceflion of the Houfe of Brunfwick to the 
thrones of thefe realms. “The next day, the lord lieutenant put an end to the 
feffion, with an appropriate fpeech from the throne.* 

The 


* His Jordthip’s fpeech was as follows : 


“* My Lorps anp GENTLEMEN, 
‘‘ THE whole bufinefs of this important feffion being at length happily con- 

** cluded, it is with the moft fincere fatisfaGtion, that I communicate to you by his majefty’s ex- 
** prefs command, his warmeft acknowledgments for that ardent zeal and unfhaken perfeverance, 
“© which you have fo confpicuoufly manifefted in maturing and completing the great meafure of a 
‘© legiflative Union between this kingdom and Great Britain. 

‘© The proofs you have given on this occafion of your uniform attachment to the real welfare of 
“© your country, infeparably conne&ted with the fecurity and profperity of the empire at large, not 
“ only entitle you to the full approbation of your fovereign, and to the applaufe of your fellow fub- 
‘* Je&s, but muft afford you the fureft claim to the gratitude of pofterity. 

** You will regret with his majefty, the reverfe which his majefty’s allies have experienced on the 
‘* Continent; but his majefty is perfuaded, that the firmnefs-and public fpirit of his fubje&s will 
‘* enable him to perfevere in that line of conduct, which will beft provide for the honor, and the 
‘* effential interefts of his dominions, whofe means and refources have now by your wifdom been 
*« more clofely and mtimately combined. 


‘© GENTLEMEN OF THE House or Commons, 
‘* | AM to thank you, in his majefty’s name, for the liberal fupplies, which 
““ you have cheerfully granted for the various and important branches of the public fervice in the 
“* prefent year. 

‘* His majefty has alfo witneffed with pleafure, that wife liberality, which will enable him to 
‘© make a juft and equitable retribution to thofe bodies and individuals, whofe privileges and inte- 
‘© refts are affeéted by the Union, and he has alfo feen with fatisfaction that attention to the internal 
“© profperity of this country, which has been fo confpicuoufly teftified by the cncouragement you 
“« have given to the improvement and extenfion of its inland navigation, 

“My 
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The example of the Scotch Union was followed by Ireland in the forma- 
tion of their firft quota of the imperial parliament. No new eleétion was re- 
forted to, but the moft zealous fupporters of the meafure were, gencrally, re- 
warded with feats in the imperial legiflature.* In confequence of the procla- 
mations iffued in Great Britain and Ireland for the purpofe, a felection was 
made of the perfons to reprefent the boroughs of Ireland in the imperial par- 
liament. a! 


‘© My Lorps anp GenTLeMEn, 
«© I HAVE the happinefs to acquaint you, that the ceuntry in general has in a 
« great meafure returned to its former ftate of tranquillity. If in fome diftridts, a fpirit of plunder 
and difaffection ftill exifts, thofe diforders, I believe, will prove to be merely local, and will, I 
** doubt not, be foon effe€tually terminated. 
‘* The preffure of fcarcity on the poorer claffes, though much relieved by private generofity, 
and by the falutary provifions of the legiflature, has been long and unufually fevere, but I truft 
‘* that under the favor of Providence we may draw a pleafing profpe& of future plenty from the 
‘* prefent appearance of the harveft. 
«« T am perfuaded, that the great meafure, which is now accomplifhed, could never haye been 
«* effe€ted but by a decided conviction on your part, that it would tend to reftore and to preferve the 
** tranquillity of this country, to increafe its commerce and manufactures, to perpetuate its Con- 


a 
a 


ns 
ny 


** nexion with Great Britain, andto augment the refources of the empire. You will not fail to 
** imprefs thefe fentiments on the minds of your fellow-fubje&ts. You will encourage and improve 
“© that juft confidence, which they have manifefted in the refult of your deliberations on this ardu- 
“* ous queftion. Above all, you will be ftudious to inculcate the full conviction, that united with 
** the people of Great Britain into cne kingdom, governed by the fame fovereign, proteCted by the 
‘© fame laws, and reprefented in the fame legiflature, nothing will be wanting on their part but a 
** fpirit of induftry and order, to infure to them the full advantages under which the people otf 
“* Great Britain have enjoyed a greater degree of profperity, fecurity, and freedom, than has ever 
** yet been experienced by any other nation. 

*€ T cannot conclude without offering to you and to the nation at large, my perfonal congratula- 
tions on the accomplifhment of this great work, which has received the fanétion and concurrence 
“* of our fovereign on the anniverfary of that aufpicious day, which placed his illuftrious family on 
‘© the throne of thefe realms. The empire is now, through your exertions, fo completely united, 
‘ and by Union fo ftrengthened, that it can bid defiance to all the efforts its enemies may make, 
** either to weaken it by divifion, or to overturn it by force. Under the protection of the Divine 
“* Providence, the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland will, I truft, remain in all future 
‘* ages, the faireft monument of his majefty’s reign, already diftinguifhed by fo many and fuch va- 
** rious bleffings conferred upon every clafs and defcription of his fubjects.” 

* Not one of the 28 peers, who oppofcd the Union, was eleted. Amongft the 100 commoners, 
fome few of the Anti-unionifts appear, fuch as Mr. Fofter, Sir John Parnell, Mr. Ogle, Sir Law- 
rence Parfons, Mr, W. 8B. Ponfonby, Mr. J. C. Beresford, Lord Corry, Kc. 


At 
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At ten o’clock in the morning, the deputy clerk of the crown and hanaper 


attended in the place of mecting of the Houfe of Commons, where feveral 
members of that houfe alfo attending, the names of fuch members as were to 
be balloted were written upon flips of paper, and drawn jin a glafs placed 
upon the table.* 


* The following lift will fhew the refult of the feveral refignations, and of the ballot. The names 
of the gentlemen in the fecond column, fhew the prefent fitting members ; thofe in the third, their 
late colleagues :—when a drawing took place, the fuccefsful is in italics. 


31 


Trinity College 
Waterford, c. 
Limerick, c. 
Belfatt 
Drogheda 
Carrickfergus 
Newry 
Kilkenny, c 
London-Derry, city 
Galway, town 
Clonmel 


2 Wexford, town 


Youghal 
Bandon 
Armagh, city 
Dundalk 
Kinfale 
Lifburn 
Sligo, town 
Carlow 
Ennis 
Dungarvan 
Downpatrick 
Coleraine 
Mallow 
Mallow 
New Rofs 
Trawlee 
Cafhell 
Dungannon 
Portarlington 
Ennifkillen 


PRESENT MEMBERS, 
Hon. George Knox 
W. Congreve Alcock 
Henry Deane Grady 


_ Edward May 


Edward Hardman 
Noah Dalway 

John Moor 

William Talbot 
Henry Alexander 

St. George Daly 
(Both members refigned) 
Francis Leigh 

John Keane 

Sir B. Chinnery 

P, Duigenan 

(Both members refigned) 
William Rowley 
George Ifatton 

Owen Wynne 

Henry Prittie 

J. O. Vandeleur 
Edward Lee 
Clotworthy Rowley 
Walter Jones 

John Longfield 
William Handcock 
Robert Leigh 

Arthur Moor 

Richard Bagwell 
Hon. John Knox 
Frederick Trench 
Hon. A. C. Hamilton 


LATE MEMBERS 
Arthur Browne, roig igned 
Robert 5. -Carewe 
Charles Vereker 
Richard Congreve, refigned 
John Ball, refigned 
Ezekiel D. Wilfon 
Hfaac Corry 
James Wemyfs 
Andrew Fergufon, refigned 
George Ponfonby, refigned 


R. Neville, refigned 
Robert Uniacke 
Hon. W. O'Callagan 
Gerard Lake 


S. C. Rowley 

Stewart Bruce 

W. Wynne, refigned 

John Wolfe 

Sir Edward O’Brien 

J. B. Ponfonby - 
Jof. Rowley 

James Beresford, refigned 
Denh. Jephfon, refigned 


. H. Handcock, refigned 


C. Tottenham, refigned 
Henry Kemmis 
R. Penefather, refigned 
James Verner, refigned 
William Gregory, refigned 
Lt. Col. G. Cole, refigned 
On 
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On the 31{t of December, 1800, his majefty entered the Houfe of Peers, 
when the ufher of the black rod was fent to defire the attendance of the 
commions. , 

Several members of the Houfe of Commons appeared at the bar, preceded 
by the fpeaker, who addrefied his majefty in a dignified and imprefiive {peech. 
That part of it which related to Ireland was as follows: 

“« Thefe, Sire, the laft proceedings of your parliament previous to the great 
‘* era now on the point of commencing, are the indication and refult of that 
‘“ common intereft and fellow-feeling with the people, by which it has ever 
“ ‘been aétuated, and which are the beft fafeguard of all that is moft valua- 
*« ble in fociety. To that era your commons look forward with a confident 
“ expectation, that the confolidated wifdom and authority of the legiflature 
“< of Gréat Britain and Ireland, under the aufpicious government of your 
“ majefty, and your illuftrious houfe, will diffufe, throughout every part of 
“ the united kingdom, the full benefits of that conftitution, which las been 
“ proved to be favorable, in an unexampled degree, to the enjoyment of ci- 
‘“* vil liberty and public profperity; which cannot therefore fail to animate 
“ the zeal and determination of thofe, who may thare its bleffings, to cherith 
“ and maintain it during their own times, and to tranfmit it as the beft in- 
“‘ heritance to their pofterity.”’ 

His majefty was then pleafed to make the following moft gracious fpeech 
from the throne to both houfes of parliament : 

“ My Lorps anp GENTLEMEN, 

“ | CANNOT fuffer this feffion to clofe without particu- 
“« lar acknowledgement for the diftinguifhed induftry and zeal, with which you 
“ have applied yourfelves to the interefting object, which, at the commence- 
“ ment of the feffion, I moft efpecially recommended to your attention. 

“ It has been my earneft with, that nothing fhould be omitted, which 
*« could tend to relieve the preffure occafioned by the prefent dearth of pro- 
“ vifions, and to infure a fufficient fupply till the produce of the next har- 
‘ veft can be brought into ufe. 

“ The diligence, with which your enquiries have been conduéted, has af- 
* forded you the beft means of afcertaining the true circumftances of our 
‘( prefent fituation; and the extenfive meafures, which you have wifely 
“ adopted in confequence, for the diminifhing the confumption of grain, 

and 
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and procuring an increafed fupply, will, I doubt not, be found paecinitine 
of the moft falutary effeéts. 

“« Much, however, muft depend on the difpofition which will, I am confi- 
dent, be manifefted by all thofe, who have the means of carrying into 
execution my folemn recommendation and injunétion, iffued at your de- 
fire, for the adoption ofall praéticable ceconomy in the ufe of thofe articles, 
which are neceflary to the fubfiftence of the poorer claffes of my fubjeéts. 
“‘ The time fixed for the commencement of the Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland neceflarily terminates your proceedings on this important fub- 


ject; but Iam perfuaded, that the confideration of it will be refumed with 


the fame zeal and temper on the firft meeting of the parliament of the 
united kingdom. 

“« The early period I have appointed for that meeting will afford a fpeedy 
opportunity of completing whatever you may have neceffarily left un- 
finifhed, and of confidering what meafures may tend further to alleviate 
the preflure on my people, or to prevent the danger of its recurrence.” 

“ GENTLEMEN OF THE HovseE or Commons, 

‘“ THE detention of the property of my fubjeéts in the 
ports of Ruffia, contrary to the moft folemn treaties, and the imprifonment 
of Britith failors in that country, have excited in me fentiments, in which 
you and all my fubjeéts will, I am fure, participate. 

‘“¢ T have already taken fuch fteps as this occafion indifpenfably required, 
and it will afford me great fatisfaction if they prove effectual. But if it 
fhould become neceffary to maintain, againft any combination, the honor 
and independence of the Britifh empire, and thofe maritime rights and in- 
terefts on which both our profperity and our fecurity muft always depend, 


‘ I entertain no doubt either of the fuccefs of thofe means, which, in fuch an 
‘ event, I ihall be enabled to exert, or of the determination of my parlia- 


ment and my people to afford me a fupport proportioned to the importance 
of the intereits which we have to maintain.” 
Afterwards the lord chancellor, by his majefty’s command, faid, 
‘* My Lorps anp GENTLEMEN, 
“ IT is his majefty’s command, that the proclamation, 


‘ declaring his majefty’s moft gracious intention, fhould be read to the mem- 


bers of the parliament of the united kingdom of Great Britaiy and Ireland 


‘on the part of Great Britain, and that the faid parliament fhould be affem- 


“ bled 
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“ bled on the 22d day of January next, be delivered in full parliament, and 
“¢ now read, which clofes the prefent feffion.” 
And the faid proclamation was read by the clerk at the table, as follows, 
viz. 
“ GEORGE R. 
“ WHEREAS, by the fourth article of the articles of the 
“ Union of Great Britain and Ireland, as the fame are ratified and confirmed 
“< by two acts of parliament, the one paffed in the parliament of Great Bri- 
“ tain, intituled, An Aét for the Union of Great Britain and Ireland, to have 
“ force and effeét from the firft day of January one thoufand eight hundred 
‘“‘ and one, it is provided, That if we, on or before the faid firft day of Ja- 
nuary, one thoufand eight hundred and one, on which day the Union is 
to take place as aforefaid, fhould declare, under the great feal of Great 
Britain, that it is expedient, that the lords and commons of the prefent par- 
“ liament of Great Britain fhould be the members of the refpeéctive houfes of 
the firft parliament of the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, on 
the part of Great Britain: then the faid lords and commons of the prefent 
parliament of Great Britain fhould accordingly be the members of the 
refpective houfes of the firft parliament of the united kingdom, on the part 
of Great Britain: And whereas it is our intention to appoint Thurfday, 
the twenty-fecond day of January next enfuing, for the affembling of the 
parliament of the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, by pro- 
clamation under the great feal of the united kingdom; we do judge it to 
be expedient, that the lords and commons of the prefent parliament of 
‘ Great Britain fhould be the members of the refpeétive houfes of the firft 
parhament of the united kingdom, on the part of Great Britain: And we 
do, purfuant to the faid articles of Union, and to the aéts of parliament 
ratifying and confirming the fame, hereby declare, under the great feal of 
Great Britain, that it is expedient, that the lords and commons of the 
prefent parliament of Great Britain fhould be the members of the refpeétive 
houfes of the firft parliament of the united kingdom of Great Britain and 
“* Treland, on the part of Great Britain; and the lords and commons of the 
‘« prefent parliament of Great Britain are accordingly to be the members of 
‘« the refpective houfes of the firft parliament of the united kingdom of Great 
“ Britain and Ireland, on the part of Great Britain; and the faid lords, 


“ fpiritual and temporal, and commons, are hereby required and commanded 
Mou. HU. Fu Eto 
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“ to take notice hereof, and to give their attendance accordingly, at Weft- 
“ minfter, on the faid twenty-fecond day of January next enfuing. 
“ Given at our court at St. James’s, the fifth day of November, one thou- 
“ fand eight hundred, in the forty-firft year of our reign. 
“ GOD fave the KING.” 
immediately after his majefty had left the houfe, he held a grand council, 
in which feveral arrangements required by that great event were fettled. In 
honor of the Union many promotions were made, and feveral new titles cre- 
ated. And on the next day, viz. the firft of January, one thoufand eight 
hundred and one, the incorporate Union of Great Britain and Ireland was 
formally announced in the following proclamation. 
“3G EOIkG Ean. 
“ WHEREAS by the firft article of the articles of Union 
“ of Great Britain and Ireland, ratified and confirmed by two aéts of par- 
“ liament, the one paffed in the parliament of Great Britain, and the other in 
“ the parliament of Ireland, and refpeétively intitled, ‘ An Aét for the 
‘ Union of Great Britain and Ireland,’ the faid kingdoms of Great Bri- 
“ tain and Ireland fhould upon this day, being the firft day of January, 
“in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred and one, for 
‘ ever after be united into one kingdom, by the name of the United 
* Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland ; and that the royal ftyle and titles 
** appertaining to the imperial crown of the united kingdom and its de- 
“‘ nendencies, and alfo the enfigns, armorial flags, and banners thereof, 
‘© fhould be fuch as we, by our royal proclamation under the great feal of the 
“© faid united kingdom, fhould appoint: We have thought fit, by and with the 
“ advice of our privy council, to appoint and declare, that our royal ftyle and 
* titles fhall henceforth be accepted, taken, and ufed as the fame are fet forth 
‘in manner and form following; that is to fay, the fame fhall be expretled 
‘in the Latin tongue, Britanniarum Rex, Fidei Defenfor; and in the Eng- 
“ lith tongue by thefe words, George the Third, by the Grace of Ged, of the 
“ United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith. 
« And the arms or enfigns armorial of the faid united kingdom {hall be quar- 
“ terly, firft and fourth England; fecond, Scotland; third, Ireland; and it 
“ is our will and pleafure, that there fhall be borne therewith, on an 
“ efcutcheon of pretence, the arms of our dominions in Germany enfigned 
“ with the EleCtoral bonnet. And it is our will and pleafure, that the 
“ fiandard of the united kingdom {hall be the fame quartering as are here- 
“ inbefore 


~ 
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inbefore declared to be the arms or enfigns armorial of the faid united 
kingdom, with the efcutcheon of pretence thereon liereinbefore defcribed ; 
and that the union flag fhall be azure, the croffes, faltires of St. Andrew, 
and St. Patrick quarterly per faltire, counterchanged, argent and gules ; 
the latter imbriated of the fecond, furmounted by the crofs of St. George 
¢ of the third, as the faltire. And our will and pleafure further is, that the 
ftyle and titles aforefaid, and alfo the arms or enfigns armorial aforefaid, 
fhall be ufed henceforth, as far as conveniently may be, on all occafions 
wherein our royal ftyle and title, and arms or enfigns armorial, ought to be 
ufed. But, neverthelefs, itis our will and pleafure, that all fuch gold, filver, 
and copper monies as, on the day before this firft day of January, one tliou- 
fand eight hundred and one, were current and lawful monies of Great 
Britain, and all fuch gold, filver, and copper monies as fhall, on or atter 
this day, be coined by our authority, with the like impreflions, until our 
will and pleafure fhall be otherwife declarcd, fhall be deemed and taken 
to be current and lawful monies of the united kingdom in Great Britain: 
and that all fuch gold, filver, and copper monies as, on the day before this 
firft day of January, one thoufand eight hundred and one, were current 
and lawful monies of Ireland, and alfo all fuch gold and filver and copper 
monies as fhall, on or after this day, be coined by our authority with the 
like impreffions, until our will and pleafure fhall be otherwife declared, fhall 
be deemed and taken to be current and lawful monies of the faid united 
kingdom in Ireland; and all fuch monies as fhall have been coined for 
and iffued in any of the dominions of the faid united kingdom, and de- 
clared by our proclamation to be current and lawful money of fuch domi- 
nions refpeéctively, bearing our ftyle, or titles, or arms, or enfigns armorial, 
or any part or parts thereof, and all monies which fhall hereafter be coined 
and iffued according to fuch proclamations, fhall continue to be lawful 
aud current money of fuch dominions refpectively, notwithftanding fuch 
‘ change in our ftyle, titles, and arms, or armorial bearing’s refpectively as 
‘ aforefaid, until our pleafure fhall be further declared thereupon. And all 
‘ and every fuch monies as aforefaid fhall be received and taken in payment 
in Great Britain and Ireland refpeétively, and in the dominions thereunto 
‘ belonging after the date of this our proclamation, in fuch manner, and 
* of the like value and denomination as the fame were received and taken 
before the date hereof. And itis alfo our will and pleafure, that the feveral 
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dies and marks, which have been ufed to denote the ftamp duties, and all 
other ftamps and marks and inftruments, which, before the iffuing of this 
our proclamation, fhall have been in aétual ufe for any public purpofe, and 
in which our royal ftyle and titles, or our arms or enfigns armorial, or any 
parts or part thereof refpectively, may be expreffed, fhall not, by reafon 
of this or any other proclamation, or any thing therein contained, be 
changed or altered, until the fame may be conveniently fo changed or 
altered, or until our pleafure fhall be further declared thereupon; but 
that all fuch dies, ftamps, marks, and inftruments refpeétively, bearing our 
royal ftyle and titles, or arms or enfigns armorial, ufed before this firft day 
of January, one thoufand eight hundred and one, or any parts or part of 
fuch ftyle, titles, or fuch arms or enfigns armorial, fhall have the like force 
and effeét as the fame had before the faid firft day of January inftant. 

“ Given at our courtat St. James’s, the firft day of January, one thoufand 

“ eight hundred and one, in the forty-firft year of our reign. 


“ GOD fave the KING.’* 


Thus was accomplifhed the incorporate Union of Great Britain and Ire- 


land, an event dreaded by our enemies, and therefore to be cherifhed by 
every true and loyal fubjeét of his majefty, as affording the fure means of 
conciliating the affections, confolidating the energies,. and promoting the 
profperity of every part of the Britifh empire. 


* On the fame day was publifhed another proclamation, declaring what enfigns and colours 


fhould be borne at fea, in merchants fhips or veffels belonging to his majefty’s fubje€ts of the 
united kingdom, for which fee Appendix, No. CXXIV. 


CG. Rowsrth, Preater, 


Bell Yard, Fleet Streep. 
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The Difference between Meffrs. Flood and Grattan: from the Debates in the 
Lrifh Houfe of Commons, 2 Vol. p. 35 to 61, &e. 


(Hisroricay Review, &c. P. 48.) 


Mr. FLOOD.—I find myfelf little capable of fpeaking to this queftion, 
opprefied with ficknefs as I am; not in the leaft degree expecting fuch a 
queftion this night, and more aitonifhed than ever I was in my life, to find 
the leaft fymptom of oppofition arifing on the other fide of the houfe. The 
oppofition to it fhould originate here, for the refolution does not go as far as 
it ought to do. In Lord Townfhend’s adminiftration, a refolution was pro- 
pofed, “ that the condition of this country required every practicable re- 
“ trenchment to be made in its expences ;” and the adminiftration of that 
day thought they had done enough, and allowed themfelves latitude fuffi- 
cient, by amending it with the words—confiftent with the welfare thereof, 
and the honorable fupport of his majetty’s government; though the refolu- 
tion fo amended, {tood then exaétly like the prefent motion. (Here the clerk, 
at Mr. Flood’s defire, read the former refolution.) But I think this motion 
ftill allows too great an inlet to public profufion. Some men will think of 
their own welfare, when the welfare of the country is the objeét, and include 
their own fupport within the honorable fupport of his majefty’s government; 
I did not, therefore, think any man on the fide of adminiftration would have 
oppofed the motion; I rather fuppofed they would have called out in 


triumph to let it pafs; they would have exulted to fee “ the new commons, 
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“ the new country,” Ireland, in its emancipated and dignified fiate, tolerate 
the nonfenfe that was current in Lord Townfhend’s adminiftration. 

Tam as willing as any man to pay compliment to miniftry, both here and 
in England, to allow them every degree of credit for their honorable inten- 
tions; I have not the fmalleft ground of animofity or refentment to them, 
and when I hear economy recommended from the throne, almoft in the 
words of the honorable baronet, I am aftonifhed at an oppofition to his mo- 
tion. Indeed, I believe the words of that recommendation were by fome 
accident mifplaced, or that government has not digefted the plan of retrench- 
ment; they fhould not have followed immediately the mention of the Ge- 
nevan colony, a body of virtuous men, who to avoid the moft ignominious. 
flavery, have fought an afylum in the arms of this country. It was not the 
proper place to ufe the word ceconomy: it there difgraces the virtuous and 
gencrous act of men, who have juft recovered their own liberty; by placing 
it there, we may lofe a great deal of honor, but can fave very little money. 
But it is not to fueh little things we are to look for relief; our retrenchments 
fhould reach eftablifhments, and not like England plunge deeper each day in 
ruin. Miniftry both here and in that kingdom, have been often warned of 
the fatal confequences that muft follow, but thefe warnings have been treated 
as the vifions of fpeculative men. England, that great and mighty country, 
now ftaggers under a load of debt, diftreffed and difmembered, her expences 
overwhelin her; and where is the man who will fay, fhe fhall be redeemed ? 
Where is the man who will fay, I will redeem her; and will fay how? Though 
every little minifter, or every little man who imagines he is a minifter, is 
ready to undertake the management of her affairs: where is the man who will 
fay, that Ireland ought to have a peace eftablifhment of 15,000 men? When 
the auginentation took place in Lord Townthend’s adminiftration, this coun- 
try was unable to bear it, and fince that day we have been involving her 
deeper and deeper, becaufe we at firft engaged her in an undertaking beyond 
her ftrength. When all the world united againft Britain, and fhe was fur- 
rounded with enemies on every fide, we gave way to the feelings of our hearts 
and fpared her 4000 men; and fome time after in the moment de flagrante 
bello, we granted her more than half our remaining troops: if then in time 
of war the country could fubfift without troops, will any man fay, that in 
time of profound peace fhe ought to fupport 15,000 men? No, now is the 
time for reducing your military eftablithment; let your intention be known 
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this day, that the right honorable fecretary may have time to communicate 
with England: if you negle& the prefent opportunity, no minifter hereafter 
will have even a pretence for reftoring the finances of this country. 

I am no partizan either here or in England, [I can gain nothing by it; I 
am ready in either place, like a man, to fupport minifters while they are right; 
and whenever they are wrong, to oppofe them, and refift their meafures. At 
prefent I hope my honorable friend will allow me to alter his motion, and 
{tate a precife idea; I would have it run thus: “ Re/olved, That the condi- 
** tion of this country requires every practicable retrenchment, &c. and that 
* the military eftablifhment in its prefent ftate, affords room for effectual 
“ retrenchment.” 

I love the army as a body of brave and worthy men, but I would not 
facrifice the kingdom to their benefit. Now, Sir, if minifters really mean 
ceconomy, they will agree with this amendinent of mine; if not, they will 
amufe us with the words only. 

Mr. George Ponfonby.—Sir, I can fee as plainly as any man the intent of 
the reflections thrown upon your predeceffor in the chair; and I mutt fay, 
as to the mover of this refolution, that no difapprobation of his gives me any 
but a pleafurable fenfation, and I do at all times feel that fupreme contempt 
for his difapprobation and opinion, which I now take the liberty to declare. 
Mr. Ponfonby then entered into a defence of his father’s (the late {peaker) 
conduét; he recited the hiftory of that time. He faid, that Mr. Flood had 
exerted himfelf to fupport his father’s intereft againft Lord Townthend’s at- 
tacks; and afked, why, when virtue in the fhape of Lord Townthend had 
overturned intereft, the alleged fyitem of profufion had not been overturned 
alfo? He declared his firm reliance on the Duke of Portland and his friends, 
that they intended an effeétual and fatisfactory reform; and concluded, that 
if the honorable baronet thought the circle in which he fat was compofed of 
men grown old in iniquity, it would be but charitable for him to come 
amoneft them, as only from his virtuous contaét and indefatigable labours, 
they could hope to be brought into the road of righteoufnels. 

Mr. Flood faid, he had not fupported Mr. Ponfonby’s intereft, but he had 
oppofed Lord Townthend’s adminiftration: he faid this to exculpate Mr. 
Ponfonby from the charge of ingratitude, for when he had felt the hand of 
power, Mr. Po.fonby had not fupported him; but he never looked at fuch 
little things as the intereft of particular men of parties: they appeared great 
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indeed to the men who were engaged in them, but in the eyes of the man 
who contemplates the public welfare, they vanith into nothing. Had J, faid 
he, been his father’s fupporter, the honorable gentleman but ill requited me, 
when in his loudeft tone, he cried out to have me difmiffed, and feemed to re- 
proach minifiers with pufillanimity for delaying the fentenee. He declared, 
indeed, that he had no perfonal diflike to me, but it was only to oblige one 
or two particular fends; yet the gentleman boafts of Whig principles, 
Whig connexions; Whig friends he may juftly boaft, but fuch conduét was 
a manifeftation of Whig apoftacy. God and Nature have eftablifled this 
limit to power, it cannot long fubfift divefted of reétitude. Do we mean to 
take up the words of retrenchment ourfelves, or will we leave it to others to 
ceconomize for us? If we proceed upon this bufinefs, the people will ftand 
grateful and admiring fpeétators of our progrefs; if not, they may perhaps 
take it up themfelves: let us then aét honeftly, let us tell Great Britain what 
no man can deny, that the military is the place to make retrenchment. I 
will fuppofe minifiers as good as any man can with, but ’tis our duty to give 
them opportunity of exercifing their honeft intentions. 

Mr. Grattan.—I fhall not trouble you long, nor take up the time of the 
houfe, by apologizing for bodily infirmity, or the affectation of infirmity. I 
fhall not fpeak of myfelf, or enter into a defence of my character, having 
never apoftatized. I think it is not neceffary for the houfe now to invefti- 
gate what we know to be fact. I think it would be better to go into the 
bufinefs, as the houfe did upon another occafion, without the formality of the 
committee’s report. As to myfelf, the honorable reward that a grateful na- 
tion has beftowed upon me, for ever binds me to make every return in my 
power, and particularly to oppofe every unneceffary expence. I am far from 
thinking with the honorable gentleman, as to the fpeech, and I believe he 
will find inftances where eeconomy has been recommended from the throne, 
but prodigality praétifed. This was the cafe in Lord Harcourt’s adminiftra- 
tion. An adminiftration which had the fupport of the honorable gentleman ; 
and therefore he, of all men, cannot be at a lofs to reject that illufory eeco- 
nomy, which has fo often appeared in the fpeeches of lord lieutenants. With 
refpeét to the Genevefe, I never could have thought it poflible to give the 
fpeech fuch a bias as has been mentioned, and that people will be deceived, 
if they give credit to any declamation that infers from the words of the 
{peech, any thing but an honeft ceconomy im applying the public money 
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fairly to their ufe. The nation has derived great honor from this tranfaétion, 
and I would be forry to have it tarnifhed by inference and infinuation. 

In 177), when the burdens of the country were comparatively fmall, I 
made a motion fimilar to this; the honorable gentleman then oppofed me. 
I have his fanction, now, that I was right, and he was wrong; and I fay this, 
that though gentlemen may for a while vote again{t retrenchments, they will 
at laft fee the neceffity of them. Yet while I think retrenchments abfolutely 
neceflary, I am not very fure, that this is juft the time to make it in the 
army; now when England has aéted juftly, I will not fay generoufly ; now 
when fhe has loft her empire; when fhe ftill feels the wounds of the laft un- 
happy war, and comforts herfelf only with the faithful friendihip of Ireland. 
If in 1769, when the liberties of Ireland were denied, and thofe of America 
in danger, it was thought unadvifeable to retrench our army, there can be 
no fuch reafon to reduce it now, when both are acknowledged and con- 
firmed. When we voted 4000 men to butcher our brethren in America, the 
honorable gentleman fhould have oppofed that vote; but perhaps he will be 
able to explain the propriety of fending 4000 Irfhmen thither. But why 
not look for retrenchment in the revenue and other departments. In my 
mind, the proper mode would be, to form a fair eftimate of what would be 
a reafonable peace eftablifhment, and reduce our feveral departments to it. 

Mr. Flood.—The right honorable member can have no doubt of the pro- 
priety of my faying a word in reply to what he has delivered ; every member 
in that houfe can bear witnefs of the infirmity I mentioned, and therefore, it 
required but little candour to make a noéturnal attack upon that infirmity; 
but Iam not afraid of the right honorable member, I will meet him any 
where, or upon any ground, by night or by day. I would fiand poorly in 
my own eftimation, and in my country’s opinion, if I did not ftand far above 
him. I do not come here drefied in a rich wardrobe of words to delude the 
people; I am not one who has promifed repeatedly to bring in a bill of rights, 
yet does not bring in that bill or permit any other perfon to do it; I am not 
one who threatened to impeach the chief juftice of the King’s Bench for 
acting under an Englifl law, and afterwards fhrunk from that bufinefs; I 
am not the author of the fimple repeal; Iam not one who, after faying the 
parhament was a parliament of proftitutes, endeavoured to make their voices 
fubfervient to my intereft; Iam not one who would come at midnight, and 
attempt by a vote of this houfe to ftifle the voice of the people, which my 
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egregious folly had raifed againft me; I am not the gentleman who fubfifis. 
upon your accounts; Iam not the mendicant patriot who was bought by 
my country for a fum of money, and then fold my country for prompt pay- 
ment; Iam not the man who in this houfe loudly complained of an infringe- 
ment made by England, in including Ireland in a bill, and then fent a cer- 
tificate to Dungannon that Ireland was not included; I never was bought by 
the people, nor ever fold them: the gentleman fays, he never apoftatized, but I 
fay I never changed my principles: let every man fay the fame, and let the 
people believe them if they can. But if it be fo bad a thing to take an office 
in the ftate, how comes the gentleman conneéted with perfons in office. . 
They, I hope, are men of virtue, or how come the gentleman fo clofely con- 
nected with Colonel Fitzpatrick. I object to no man for being in office; a 
patriot in office is the more a patriot for being there. There was a time 
when the glories of the great Duke of Marlborough fhrunk and withered 
before thofe of the right honorable gentleman; when palaces fuperior to 
Blenheim were to be built for his reception, when pyramids and pillars were 
to be raifed, and adorned with emblems and infcriptions facred to his virtue; 
but the pillars and pyramids are now funk, though then the great Earl of 
Chatham was held inferior to him; however, he is ftill fo great, that the 
queen of France, I dare fay, will have a fong made on the name of Grattan. 

Lord Harcourt praétifed ceconomy—but what was the ceconomy of the Duke 
of Portland? 100,000. was voted to raife 20,000 feamen, though it was well 
known, that one-third of that number could not be raifed; and what was 
the application of the money? It was applied to the raifing of the execrated 
fencibles. 

It is faid, I fupported Lord Harcourt’s adminiftration; it is true, but I 
never deferted my principles, but carried them into the cabinet with me. A 
gentleman, who now hears me, knows that I propofed to the privy council an 
Trifh mutiny bill, and that not with a view of any parliamentary grant. I 
fupported an abfentee tax; and while I was in office, regiftered my princi- 
ples in the books of government; and the moment I could not influence 
government to the advantage of the nation, I ceafed to aét with them. I 
acted for myfelf; I was the firft who ever told them, that an Tifh mutiny 
bill muft be granted. If this country is now fatisfied, is it owing to that 
gentleman? No; the fimple repeal, difapproved and fcouted by all the law- 
yers in England and in Ireland, fhews the contrary ; and the only apology 
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he can make is, that he is no lawyer at all. A man of warm imagination 
and brilliant fancy will fometimes be dazzled with his awn ideas, and may 
for a moment fall into error; but aman of found head could not make fo 
egregious a miftake, and a man of an honeft heart would not perfift in it after 
it was difeovered. I have now done: and give me leave to fay, if the gen- 
tleman enters often into this kind of colloquy with me, he will not have much 
to boaft of at the end of the feffion. 

Mr. Grattan.—In refpect to the houfe, I could with to avoid perfonality, 
and return to the queftion, but I muft requeft liberty to explain fome circum- 
ftances alluded to by the honorable member: the honorable member has al- 
luded to St. Chriftopher’s bill, I will declare the fact—he may tell a ftory: 
when I received a copy of that bill, it gave me much pain and much offence ; 
I thought I faw the old intention of binding Ireland by Englifh laws; I 
therefore fpoke to that effeét in this houfe; I alfo thewed the bill to all the 
moft able and virtuous men in this kingdom, who were of opinion, that my 
fuggeftion was wrong; under this opinion I acquiefced, and the opinion has 
juftified it: as to coming at midnight to obtain a vote, impofing filence on 
the people, I deny it; it was mis-ftated in the papers, my refolution was to 
declare this country free, and that any perfon who fhould fpeak or write to 
the contrary, was a public enemy. All the houfe, all the revered and re- 
ipected charaéters in this kingdom heard me, and know what I fay is true. 
But it is not the flander of a bad tongue of a bad charaéter that can defame 
me, I maintain my repntation in public and in private life; no man, who has 
not a bad charaéter can fay I ever deceived him, no country has ever called 
me cheat. I will fuppofe a public charaéter, a man not now in this houfe, 
but who formerly might have been here; I will fuppofe it was his conftant 
practice to abufe every man who differed from him, and to betray every man 
who trufted him; I will fuppofe him aétive, I will begin from his cradle, and 
divide his life into three ftages—in the firft he was intemperate, in the fecond 
corrupt, and in the third feditious. 

Suppofe him a great egotift, his honor equal to his oath, and I will ftop him 
and fay, Sir, your talents are not fo great as your life is infamous; you were 
filent for years, and you were filent for money: when affairs of confequence 
to the nation were debating, you might be feen paffing by thefe doors like a 
guilty fpirit, juft waiting for the moment of putting the queftion, that you 
might hop in and give your venal vote; or, at times, with a vulgar brogue, 
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apeing the manner, and affecting the infirmities of Lord Chatham; or like a 
kettle-drummer, lather yourfelf into popularity to catch the vulgar; or you 
might be feen hovering over.the dome, like an ill-omened bird of night, with 
fepulchral notes, a cadaverous afpeét,-and broken beak, ready to ttoop and 
pounce upon your prey: you can be trufted by no man; the people cannot 
truft you; the minifters cannot truft you; you deal out the moft impartial 
treachery to both; you tell the nation it is ruined by other men, while it is 
fold by you; you fled from the embargo; you fled from the mutiny bill; you 
fled from the fugar bill; I therefore tell you in the face of your country, 
before all the world, and to your beard, you are not an honeft man. 

Mr. Flood.—\ have heard a very extraordinary harangue indeed, and I 
challenge any man to fay, that any thing half fo unwarrantable was ever 
uttered in this houfe. The right honorable gentleman fet out with declaring, 
he did not wifh to ufe perfonality, and no fooner has he opened his mouth, 
than forth iffues all the venom that ingenuity and difappointed vanity, for 
two years brooding over corruption, has produced; but it cannot taint my 
public charaéter; four and twenty years employed in your fervice has efta- 
blifhed that; and as to my private, let that be learned from my tenants, from 
my friends, from thofe under my own roof; to thofe I appeal, and this appeal 
I boldly make, with utter contempt of infinuations, falfe as they are illiberal. 
The whole force of what has been faid, refts upon this, that I once accepted 
office, and this is called apoftacy ; but is a man the lefs a patriot, for being an 
honeft fervant of the crown. As to me, [ took as great a part with the firft 
office of the fate at my back, as ever the right honorable gentleman did with 
mendicancy behind him. 

Mr. I'lood proceeded to defend his character, when, at a paufe, the fpeaker 
took the opportunity to interfere, and with the utmoft politenefs, and in the 
kindeft manner, entreated him to forbear, declaring, that he had fuffered in- 
expreflible pain during this conteft; aud that nothing but the calls of the 
houfe to hear the two members, could have made him fo long fit filent. He 
again befought Mr. Flood to fit down, and the houfe joining with the chair, 
that gentleman, after fundry efforts to fpeak, was obliged to defift, and foon 
after retired. 

Mr. Viood was fought for that night by his kinfan Sir Frederick Flood, 
but could not be found. On the 1ft of November, 1785, he came to the houfe 
and thus refumed the fubjeét. 

Sir, 
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*Sir, I with to take the earlieft opportunity of {peaking a few words to you, 
and addreffing a few to the houfe, upon the fituation in which I left the houfe 
laft Tuefday. You heard, Sir, and the public heard me, the fubjeét, as I 
think, of an unwarrantable attack. I rofe to defend myfelf, I am fure with 
temper. Tam not lightly moved; and I think I fhould be lightly moved, in- 
deed, if I could have been moved by that. I was however interrupted, though 
I did not bring any fictitious fubjeét before you, or fet out without the leaft 
appearance of any argument. In confequence of interruption, Sir, I left the 
houfe ; but foon after I underftood, that the houfe thought proper to fay, 
they would give me liberty to proceed, and I with to take the earlieft oppor- 
tunity of returning them my thanks for that permiffion. At the fame time, 
Sir, that I return my thanks for that permiffion, I hope they will fuffer me 
to rerider it not an empty indulgence, but, upon the prefent occafion, to take 
up the fubjeét where I left it laft night. (Mr. Toler rofe to order; but Mr. 
Flood proceeded.) I hope gentlemen will not interrupt me: when they find 
me going out of order, when they find me drawing fictitious charaéters, let 
them ftop me; when I fay any thing unparliamentary ; when I recal the af- 
perity of that day, which, whilft I defpife, I mutt difapprove, I rife in de- 
fence of what I think an injured charaéter. As I have endeavoured to de-- 
fend the rights of this country for twenty-four years, I hope, - they will per- 
mit me to defend my reputation. My life, Sir, has bec divided into three 
parts, and it has been difpatched by three epithets: one part, Sir, that which 
preceded Lord Harcourt’s adminiftration; another, which paffed between 
Lord Harcourt’s and Lord G’arlifle’s; and the third, which is fubfequent. 
The firft has a fumrrary yuftice, or injuftice done to it, by being faid to be in- 
temperate ; the fecond is treated in like manner, by being faid to be venal; 
and the conduét of the third is faid to be that of an incendiary. 

Alr.O’ Hara, Yo order ; it is againft order to fpeak of what paffed on a for- 
mer day, not that any thing the honorable gentleman has faid now is im- 
proper, but that the order of the houfe forbids a reference to the debates of 
w former day. 

Mr. Flood. I take this matter up, upon the ground of an interrupted de- 
bate ; it is in that light it comes within order. I havea right to begin where 
{ was interrupted; but, Sir, there are fome cafes of fo particular a nature, 
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that a firiét adherence to a general order, would be the height of injuftice. 
In the attack made upon my perfon, I went back, not only to the arguments 
of two or three days before, but to the conduct of twenty years antecedent ; 
therefore, Sir, I hope, that if animadverfions of twenty years are allowed to 
one, I may have an opportunity of referring to arguments ufed three days 
ago: with refpeét to that period of my life, which is difpatched for the word 
intemperate, I beg gentlemen would confider the fituation of public cha- 
raéters, if that is to aie their treatment ; that period takes in a number of 
years, and in which the public were pleafed to give me their fentence of ap- 
probation. Sir, it includes, for I with to fpeak to faéts, not to take it up 
upon epithets, it includes the Duke of Bedford’s, Lord Halifax’s, the Duke 
of Northumberland’s, Lord Hertford’s, and Lord Townfhend’s. 

Now, Sir, as to the faét of intemperance, I will ftate to you how that ftands, 
and let the gentleman fee how a plain tale fhall put him down. Of thofe 
five adminiftrations, there were three I could not be faid, in any fenfe of the 
word, to oppofe them at all; I mean the three firft. I certainly voted againft 
the fecretary of the day, but oftener voted with him. In Lord Hertford’s ad- 
miniftration, I had attained to a certain view and decided opinion of what 
we fein my mind, to be done for this country. I had fixed upon the 
great objeeere cf public utility. JI endeavoured to attain them, with that 
fpirit and energy, wth which it is my charaéter and nature to fpeak and 
toact; as I mutt take the dmadvantages of my nature, I will take the advan- 
tages of it too. Thefe three great opjséts were refifted by that adminiftration : 
what was the confequence? “A conflict arofe between that adminiftration and 

» but that confli& ought not to be called oppotitioiy op-my part; no, it 
arate rather to be called oppofition on theirs; I was the propounder, and 
they refifted my propofitions. This may be called a confliét, not an oppofi- 
tion to that adminiftration. What were thofe three objects? One was to 
prove, that the conftitution of parliamnent in this kingdom did ftill exift; 
that it had not been taken away by the law of Poynings, but that it was an 
infamous perverfion of that ftatute, by which the conftitution had'fuffered : 
the other was the eftablifhment of a conftitutional military force, in fuper- 
addition to that of a ftanding army. The only idea that ever occurred to 
England, or any free country of Europe, I adopted, namely, that of a con- 
ftitutional militia. At that time the idea of a volunteer force had not arifen ; 


therefore, I adopted the idea vn at that time appeared to be beft. The 
third 
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third great objeé I took up as neceflary for this country, was a law for li- 
miting the duration of parliaments ; thefe were the three great, falutary, and 
noble objeéts, worthy of the enlarged mind of an enlarged country. T pur- 
fued them with ardour, I do not deny it; but I did not purfue them with 
intemperance. Iam fure I did not appear to the public to do fo; they gave 
my exertions many flattering teftimonies of their approbation. There is an- 
other proof that I was not intemperate ; I was fuccefsful : intemperance and 
mifcarriage are apt to go together, but temperance and fuccefs are affociated 
by nature. This is my plain hiftory with regard to that period. The clum- 
finefs of virulence, of invective, may require to be fheathed in a brilliancy 
of di@ion, but plain truth and plain fenfe are beft delivered in plain terms. 
I now come to that period, in which Lord Harcourt governed, and which 
is ftigmatized by the word venal. I fay, Lord Harcourt, for i my confide- 
ration of his adminiftration, I will include that of Lord Townfhend. If 
every man who accepts an office is venal, and an apoftate, I certainly can- 
not acquit myfelf of the charge, nor is it neceflary. I fhould have fo many 
affociates in the crime, if ever there was a crime in what multitudes would 
defend. Iam fenfible multitudes and majorities would not be wanting to 
defend that. But I fay, either it isa crime, or it is not; if it bea crime uni- 
verfally, let it be a crime univerfally aferibed. But, Sir, I fay itis not fair, 
that one fet of men fhould be treated by that honorable member as great 
friends and lovers of their country, notwithftanding they are in office; and 
another man, becaufe he was in office, fhould be treated as an enemy and an 
apoftate ; but what is the truth? Every thing of this fort depends upon the 
principles on which office is taken, and on which it is retained ; with regard 
to me, let no man imagine I am preaching up a doctrine for my own con- 
venience ; there is not a man lefs concerned in the propagation of it. I have 
no treaty with the right honorable gentleman on the floor, nor fhall I have any. 
Now, Sir, I fhall beg leave fhortly to ftate the manner in which I accepted 
that office, which I give you my word I never will refume. It was offered to 
me in the inoft honorable manner, with an affurance not only of being a place- 
man for my own profit, but a mimifter for the benefit of my country. My 
anfwer was, that I thought, in a conftitution fuch as ours, an intercourfe be- 
tween the prince and the fubjeét ought to be honorable; the being a mi- 
nifter ought to redound toa man’s credit ; but I lamented, that it often hap- 
pened otherwife: men in office often give up thofe principles, which they 
6B 2 maintained 
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maintained before. I told them, therefore, that my objeétions were not the 
going into office, but to following the examples, which I had fometimes 
feen before me. I mentioned the public principles I held. I faid, if con 

fiftently with thofe principles, from an atom of which I would not depart, I 
could be of fervice to his majefty’s government, I was ready to be fo ; I fpeak 
in the prefence of men, who know what I fay. After the office had come over, 
and landed in this kingdom, I fent in writing to the chief governor, that I 
would not accept the office, unlefs upon that principle. 

Thus, Sir, I took office; the adminiftration before I oppofed only in part 
of it; in the firft feffion of Lord Townthend, I did not oppofe ; I never op- 
pofed Lord Townfhend till after his prorogation and protett. This appeared 
to me an infamous violation of the privileges of parliament. With regard to 
money bills, and after that proteft, by which he endeavoured to make the 
Journals of the Houfe of Lords, inftead of being the record of their privi- 
leges, the monument of their difgrace, 1 oppofed him; now what did I op- 
pote in that adminiftration ? The violation of the privilege of this houfe, with 
regard to moncy bills, and the wanton augmentation of offices, by the divi- 
fion of the board of commiffioners into two parts. In Lord Harcourt’s ad- 
ininiftration, what did I do? I had the two boards of commiffioners reduced 
again into one. Ido not fay my fingle voice effected this, but as far as it 
had any efficacy, it infifted on having tlic twelve commiffioners again reduced 
to feven, and the two boards to one, a faving, including the whole arrange- 
ment, of twenty thoufand pounds a year to the nation. It went further ; it 
infifted to have every altered money bill thrown out, and privy council mo- 
ney bills not defended by the crown. Thus, inftead of giving fanétion to 
the meafures I had oppofed, my conduét was in faét to regifter my principles 
in the records of the court, to make the privy council a witnefs to the privi- 
leges of parliament, and to give final energy to the tenets, with which I com- 
menced my life. Cconomy did not ftop with the reduction of the commif- 
fioners board. The right honorable gentleman, who has cenfured me, in 
order to depreciate that ceconomy, faid, that we had {wept with the feather 
of ceconomy, the pens and paper of your table: a pointed and brilliant ex- 
preffion is far from a juft argument. This country has no reafon to be 
afhamed of that {pecies of eeconomy, when the great nation of Great Britain 
has been obliged to defcend to an ceconomy as minute. Neither, Sir, was 
this all; it is not my fault if infinitely more was not done for this country 
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upon that occafion ; they were offered a faving, they did not chufe to take 
it; they were offered the abfentee tax, and they refufed it: I am not to 
blame for that, it was a part of the faving propofed. If adminiftration were 
wrong on that occafion, they were wrong with the prejudices of half a cen- 
tury; they were wrong with every great writer that had ever written upon 
the fubject of Ireland; they were wrong with fome of the plaineft principles, 
as it feems, of human nature in their favor. I will fuppofe the determina- 
tion not to accept it to have been right, ftill it was meritorious in adminiftra- 
tion to offer it: and to fhew, that I was not under any undue influence of of- 
fice; I appeal to the memory of many men prefent, whether, when the dif 
pofition of the houfe was made to alter upon that fubjeét, and when admi- 
niftration yielded, not unwillingly, to the violence of parliament, I appeal to 
the confcious and public knowledge of many, whether I did veer and turn 
about with the fecretary, or whether I did not make a manly ftand in favor 
of that principle, after having pledged myfelf to the public I would rather 
break with a million of adminiftrations than retract ? 

I not only adhered to it, but by a fingular inftance of exertion, I forced it 
a fecond time under the confideration of this houfe. That this benefit was 
loft to this country, if it be a benefit, it was not my fault. One thing I muft 
go back to; [had repeatedly preffed the bill for limiting the duration of par- 
liament. In Lord Townfhend’s time, I brought itin finally, and crowned it 
with fuccefs: thus I reftored to the univerfal community of Ireland, a right 
of which they had been robbed for near a century, namely, their firft and fun- 
damental franchife as eleétors, without which this houfe is but a fhadow. And 
thus after having reftored that root of all their other rights in Lord Town- 
flend’s adminiftration, after having reftored ceconomy, and reduced twelve 
commiffioners to feven in Lord Harcourt’s, E went on to the other great 
meafure which I have mentioned, the militia law; and when a right honor- 
able gentleman (Mr. Ogle) moved that queftion, I engaged all the intereft I 
could with government in behalf of it; I rofe up to fecond his motion, and 
declared I would fupport him and his militia bill to the laft; accordingly, { 
gave him the affifiance of my poor labours, and it was carried; thus there- 
fore, Sir, I fay, that in that adminiftration, in which I accepted office, inftead 
of relinquifhing my principles, I preferved them. Inftead of getting a mi- 
nority to vote for them, I brought the majority to give an efficient fanétion 


to their truth, by entering into office upon that occafion, and aéting as I did; 
I atted 
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I acted the part of an honeft minifter between the prince and the people; in 
doing fo, I think I was more a patriot, than if out of office I had made 
empty declamations on empty fubjeéts, without any advantage to the public. 
Moft of thofe who hear me can recolleét the ftate of this kmgdomi at the clofe 
of Lord Townthend’s adminiftration. I appeal to them all, and I afk what 
was then my repute in the nation? I will not fay it was the firft, or the fe- 
cond, or the third, but did it not ftand im an honorable rank, and among the 
former rather than among the laft? In Lord Harcourt’s government, the 
vice-treafurerfhip was offered to me, accorhpanied with every declaration that 
could render it acceptable to an honorable mmd. When that office was of- 
fered to me, was my fituation that of a reprobated man? Did the adminiftra- 
tion of England fend over an office ufually referved for the parliament of 
England, and offer it of their own accord to a reprobated man? I take the 
faéts of both countries to difprove this calumny. Is it fince 1 have become 
a mark of obloquy? [ flatter myfelf not. Lord Buckinghamfhire’s admi- 
niftration fucceeded. With regard to Lord Harcourt’s admimiftration, the 
objection is, I did too much; the charge with regard to the other is, I did 
too little for it; thofe two accufations run a little in contrary direétion, and 
like a double potfon, each may cure the operation of the other; but the faét 
is this, I aéted not upon vifions and imaginations, but on found common 
fenfe, the beft gift of God to man; which then told me, and ftill whifpers, 
that fome adminiftrations deferve a more a¢tive fupport than others; that 
fome adminiftrations deferve little of either ; 1 adapted my conduét to thofe 
three conditions, I did not run headlong againft governnient at one time, 
and with government at another, but adapted my conduét as I ought to do, 
to what I faw and what I felt. Did I fupport Lord Harcourt ? Why? Be- 
caufe he gave me an influence in his councils. It is nonfenfe to fay, a man 
is not to fupport his own councils ; but the next adminiftration took another 
direction, and they did not give me any influence in their councils. What 
was the confequence? I did not give them fupport. Was there any thing 
more fair? I felt myfelf a man of too much fituation to be a mere placeman. 
If not a minifter to ferve my country, I would not be the tool of falary. 
What was the confequence? I voted with them in matters of importance 
when they were clearly right; I voted againft them in matters of importance 
when they were clearly wrong ; and in matters of {mall moment I did not 
vote at all: and why? I fcorned, by voting for them in fuch matters, to 
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feem to pay court. To vote againft them in fuch matters would have been 
abfurd. What remained ? Not to vote at all. If you call that abfconding, 
going behind the chair, or efcaping into the corridore, call it what you pleafe, 
I fay it was right. This is my plain way of dealing ; it is common fenfe. I 
told Lord Buckinghamfhire, I would not attend the cabinet councils of the 
fage Mr. Heron. Was that duplicity? [think not. I did more; I fent my 
refignation to England, to the fame friend through whom the firft commu- 
nication was made to me on the fubjeét of office; but, from the ideas of 
friendfhip to me, he took time to confider, and at length declined te deliver 
my refignation. I have faid fomething of the middle period, I fhall come 
to the third, viz. Lord Carlifle’s adminiftration, in which my conduét has 
been flandered as the conduét of an incendiary ; when that idea took place 
in fome minds I cannot tell, but this Iam fure of, that the right honorable 
gentleman who cenfured me, was called an incendiary at that time, and fo 
perhaps might 1; but I am fure the right honorable gentleman at that time 
did not think me an incendiary more than him{clf. There was not a fingle 
inftance in which he did not co-operate. If I am an incendiary, I {thall 
gladly accept therefore of the fociety of that right honorable gentleman 
under the fame appellation: but he laughed at the folly of the accufation at 
that time, and fo do I now. If I was an incendiary, it was for moving what 
the parliaments of both kingdoms have fince given their fanction to: if that 
is to be an incendiary, God grant I may continue fo! In this adminiftration 
it was that I was difmiffed from office; now, Sir, I do not know that in ge- 
neral my difmiffion from office was thought any difgrace to me: I do not 
think this houfe or the nation thought me difhonored by that difimiffion. 
The firft day I delivered thofe fentiments for which I was difmiffed, I re- 
member it well, I thought it for my honour; fome very honorable and wor- 
thy gentlemen, fome fince dead, and fome ftill alive, one of whom I fhall 
ever loveand fhall ever lament; one of them is dead fince to every thing but 
his own honor and the grateful memory of his country; one of them who 
thought me fo little of the chara¢ter of an incendiary, that he crotied the 
houfe, together with others, to congratulate me on the honor of my conduct, 
and to embrace me in open parliament. At that moment I think I ftood 
clear to the imputation of being an incendiary. The charaéter of an incen- 
diary therefore feems to have been fuperinduced upon me of a fudden; it 
has f{prouted out and germinated from that root of much evil, the fimple re- 
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peal: fince that moment only, it feems that I have been going down in the 
opinion of the public; fince that moment they have found out my charaéter 
and conduét deferve all reprobation, and deferve the brand of being an incen- 
diary ; and yet I can hardly prevail upon myfelf to think that is the cafe, be- 
caufe, fince that moment, I have received more honorable teftimonies from 
every corner of the kingdom, than that right honorable member has re- 
ceived in the fame period. I fhall return once more to the fentiments of that 
beloved charaéter I have juft defcribed : he was a man, over whofe life, or 
over whofe grave, envy never hovered: he was a man, withing ardently to 
ferve his country himfelf, not withing to monopolize the fervice, but withing 
to partake and to communicate the glory of what paffed: he gave me in his 
motion for a free trade, a full participation of the honor. Upon another 
occafion he faid, I remember the words, they are traced with the pencil of 
gratitude on my heart, “ That I wasa man whom the moft lucrative office 
“‘ in the land had never warped in point of integrity.” The words were 
marked, I am fure I repeat them fairly ; they are words I fhould be proud to 
have infcribed upon my tomb. Confider the man from whom they came; 
confider the magnitude of the fubjeét on which they were fpoken ; confider 
the fituation of the perfons concerned, and it adds to, and multiplies the 
honor. My noble friend—I beg pardon, he did not live to be ennobled by 
patent, but he was born ennobled by nature; his fituation at that moment 
was this: he had found himfelf obliged to furrender office, and enter into 
active oppofition to that government, from whom he had received it. I re- 
mained in office, though under the circumftance of having fent in my refig- 
nation; that he did not know ; in political pofition therefore we were con- 
tradiftinguidhed to each other: he did not know, while he was doing juftice 
to me, but that he might be doing political detriment to himfelf; he did 
not-know but he might ferve the adminiftration he oppofed ; but carelefs of 
every thing except Juftice and honor, he gave the fentiments of his heart, and 
he approved. Ihave mentioned, Sir, that fhort period, during which the 
character of an incendiary, if at all applicable to me, muft have come upon 
me in the night, like an enemy, and have taken me unawares; I cannot 
think the opinion of the public fo transformed, when I fee every corner of 
the country expreffing their approbation of my conduét, one after another ; 
great and refpectable focieties of men, compared with whofe fentiments the 


obloquy of an individual finks into nothing. Even this very day, I have 
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reccived from the united delegates of the province of Connaught, an appro- 
bation, with one voice, as they exprefs it, of that conduét, which has been 
flandered as the conduct of an incendiary. Here is a congregation of men, 
not one of whom I have ever feen, to none of whom IJ have ever a chance 
of doing a fervice, who could have nothing in contemplation, but the doing an 
act of juftice. Sir, I may fay, I had the fame fanétion from another province, 
that of Ulfter. But it feems I went to Belfaft in the charaéter of an incen- 
diary; I went to Dungannon in the character of an incendiary. Now I 
went to neither of thofe placcs but by an invitation, and if a perfon invited 
be an incendiary, what muft thofe be that give the invitation? If I am an 
incendiary, all Ulfter is an incendiary; if I am an incendiary, all Connaught 
is an incendiary—with two provinces therefore at my back, and with the 
parliament of England behind me—in their having coincided honorably, and 
nobly in that fentiment, which I fuftained, I think I am not much afraid of 
any fingle and folitary accufation. But I have not only the parliaments of 
both kingdoms, I have the judicial power in my favour. If my doétrine was 
not right, Lord Mansfield’s was not right; I afk you was he wrong? It has 
been faid he was the enemy of both countrics on that occafion. But has the 
accufation been proved? Lord Mansfield has many political enemies. The 
adminiftration at the time would have been glad to have proved him an 
enemy to both countries, yet was there a man in the parliament of England, 
the greateft enemy to that noble judge, who attempted to find fault with 
his conduét? After having mentioned the judicial power, let me come to 
a highly refpeétable body, the corps of Lawyers in this country, who, after 
fix months meditation by a committee chofen by ballot, gave their fanétion 
to that opinion, which is the opinion of an incendiary, if I deferve that 
name. If Lord Mansfield be an incendiary, if the parliament of England be 
an incendiary, if the corps of Lawyers be incendiaries, if the Ulfter delegates 
be incendiaries, if the Connaught delegates be incendiaries, and all the fo- 
cieties who have joined that opinion throughout the kingdom—if all thefe 
be incendiaries, in the name of God let me be added to the number, and let 
me be an incendiary too. But thongh I may be fuch an incendiary, I will 
never be that which would deferve the name; I will never by any hollow 
compofition—lay the feed of future diffenfion. I will go clearly and fully 
to the work. I will be fatisficd when fatisfaétion is given; my nature is as 
prone to fatisfaction, and as difiant from chagrin as that of any man. [ ap- 
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peal to thofe who know me from my childhood, firft at a public fchool, then 
at the univerfity of this kingdom, then at the univerfity of Oxford, and 
afterwards during twenty-four years, taking no very private part within the 
walls of this loufe—I have fpoken to facts. I do not mean to arraign. Any 
man may be miftaken, and I with to fuppofe any man to be really miftaken, 
rather than be fo intendedly. I would rather reconcile all men to the 
public, than make unnecetiary divifions. But though I would do every 
thing a man can do to prevent diffenfion, I cannot be expetted to facrifice 
my characier to unlimited obloquy. Sir, one circumttance J muft mention 
as it is fomewhat extraordinary. It has been faid by fome authority on that 
fide of the queftion, that Iam the out-caft of government, and of my prince; 
certainly, Sir, my difmiffion from office was attended with the extraordinary 
circumfianee of my difmiffion from council; therefore I fuppofe it is that 
the right honorable member has called me the out-caft of government and of 
my prince. It certainly, Sir, was an extraordinary tranfaction, but it was 
done in the eafe of Mr. Pulteney, it was done in the cafe of the Duke of 
Devonfhire: therefore I fuppofe it will not be a decifive proof of any repro- 
bated or faétious character in the perfon to whom it happened. It is 
the firft time it has been mentioned to my difadvantage. It was in the 
Houfe of Lords of England mentioned to the difadvantage of the minifter 
who was fuppofed to have done it, by a moft refpeétable character; it was 
thought not to my difhonor here; it was thought not to my difhonor in the 
Houfe of Lords of Ireland, where I have lately received from a very eminent 
peer, the fanétion of fentiments very different from thefe. Ina word, it is 
but the fentence of one tongue, and upon that tongue I leave it. Ido not 
however pretend to difpute a minifterial faét, which a gentleman in confi- 
denee alleges. He has been in the confidenee of the Duke of Portland, he is 
as much a ininifter as any man who is not in office. 

Thus much, therefore, I niuft give to this minifterial affertion, that I fhall 
find it impoffible for me, under fuch an interdiét, to pay my refpects at his 
majefty’s caftle of Dublin, which otherwife I fhould be prompted to difcharge. 
And I mention it, thus publicly, that my abfence may not be interpreted 
into any want of the moft perfeét duty and loyalty to my prince, or of the 
ereateft refpeét to the nobleman who prefides there. Jam not a man formed 
to court profcription; I will not feek difgrace; let it, remain in its den, I will 
not revoke it. Sir, I have trefpaffed too long, and I am oppreffed with the 
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weight and multitude of thanks which I owe you and the houfe; I have 
troubled you too long upon a private fubject, but, with your permiffion, 
I will endeavour to make amends the next day, by bringing before you 
a fubject of more importance, the ceconomy of the nation; I beg pardon for 
what I have faid, I have promifed too much, Iam in your judgment whether 
I fhall do it. You have heard what has paffed upon my fubject; I appeal 
to you, if I am that charaéter that has been drawn; if I am that character 
in any degree, I do not deprecate your juftice, but I call for it, and exhort 
you, for yourfelves and your country, to get rid of a member who would be 
unworthy to fit among you. 


‘X 


No. LXXI. 


My. Monke Mason’s Speech against Parliamentary Reform. (P. 81.) 


MR. John Monke Mafon began the debate, by apologizing to the houfe for 
fpeaking at a time when he was fo oppreffed with a violent cold, that without 
their utmoft indulgence he could not be heard at all. He faid, I fhall leave 
it to other gentlemen to point out to the houfe the abfurdities of the plan 
that is now before you, and {hall confine myfelf merely to the principle 
of the bill, and the reafons ftated in fupport of it by the honorable gentle- 
man by whom it was introduced, and the feveral petitions that lie on your 
table. 

The honorable gentleman has faid, that our prefent mode of reprefent- 
ation is a novelty, and that what he contends for is not an innovation, 
but merely a reftoration of the ancient confiitution; and in the feveral 
petitions, it feems to be laid down as an incontrovertible maxim, that equa- 
lity of reprefentation is a fundamental principle of the Englith conftitution ; 
an affertion, which, I acknowledge, thefe people may fupport by the autho- 
rity of feveral modern publications, the productions of ingenious and fpecu- 
Jative men, who, in their vacant moments, when they have nothing clfe to 
do, amufe themfelves with dclincating a fantaftical form of government, 
which they are pleafed to entitle the conftitution of England; and in re- 
ducing a feries of political aphorifms, which they tell us are the principles 
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of that conftitution; but I am confident they cannot fupport this aflertion 
by any faéts recorded in the general or parliamentary hiftory of that country. 

If the conftitution requires an equal reprefentation of the people, the gen- 
tlemen will tell us the year of what reign that parliament affembled, in which 
the people were equally reprefented. If equality of reprefentation be a 
principle of the conftitution, they will poimt to us the period, at which this 
principle had effectual operation;—if they cannot do that, they will never 
perfuade any man of common fenfe, that that is the Englith conftitution, 
which was never known to exiit, or that that is a principle of the conftitution 
which never has operated for a fingle moment of time, from the beginning of 
the world to the prefent hour. 

It was not till the 34th of Henry VIII. that the county and city of Chefter 
were impowcred to fend members to ferve in parliament, it was not till 130 
years after, in the 26th of Charles II. that this power was extended to the 
county and city of Durham. Could this poffibly have happened, if equality 
of reprefentation were a principle of the Englith conftitution? In both thefe 
cafes, fpecific aéts of parliament were confidered as requifite to inveft them 
with this right. Could that have been thought neceflary, if equality of 
reprefentation were a principle of the conftitution? 

But to put this matter in a ftronger light, it has ever been the undoubted 
prerogative of the crown, to impofe the burden or extend the privileges of 
rcturning members to ferve in parliament, to any communities or bodies of 
men that the king thought proper. This part of the prerogative has been 
conftantly exercifed without difpute or controul from the firft inftitution of 
parliament to the time of the revolution: is it poflible that this power fhould 
even have exifted for a fingle moment, if equality of reprefentation were 
a principle of the conftitution ? 

The reformers themfelves do not controvert either this power of the 
crown, or the validity of the charters that have been formerly granted in con- 
fequence of that power; but they alledge that many of the boroughs which 
were, at the time the charters were granted, in a flourifhing condition, are 
now depopulated and gone to decay. With refpect to thofe boroughs where 
the right of fuffrage is vefted in the inhabitants at large, I do not believe 
that the affertion is true; I believe that in the greater part of thofe towns 
‘there are as many Proteftant inhabitants now as there were in the reign of 
King James I. and with refpeét to thofe, which thefe people call rotten bo- 
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roughs, where the right of fuffrage is veftcd in a few perfons only, the depo- 
pulation of the places can have no effeét upon the reprefentatives. Bel fafi 
is as much a rotten borough as Harriftown; the number of inhabitants is 
nothing to the purpofe, for thofe inhabitants could have no right to poll, 
and the members for fuch boroughs are returned at-this day by the felf-famc 
numbers of voters that they were at the time that the charters were granted. 
I will therefore affert that this pretended reform is not a renovation of the 
ancient conftitution, but an idle and dangerous innovation. 

A fcheme for reforming the reprcfentation of thc people was propofed in 
the Britifh parliament in the courfe of the laft feffion, and was introduccd 
by a gentleman, who, at an early period of life is already fo diftinguifhed 
for his virtue and abilities, that he bids fair to be one of the moft illuftrious 
charaéters that country has ever produced, his father not excepted. But 
notwithftanding the powerful fupport it derived from fuch refpeétable au- 
thority, the meafure was rejected by that wife and prudent nation, even in 
the paroxifin of political reformation. They could not be infenfible of the 
defeéts of their conftitution, but they were fenfible of the danger of tamper- 
ing with it, and chofe rather to fuffer thofe defeéts to continue, than to 
hazard the confequence of breaking in upon a fyftem fanétified by the wif- 
dom of ages, and under which they had flourifhed for fuch a length of time. 

Yet if the people of Great Britain, in the prefent deplorable fituation of 
that country, fallen from the higheft pinnacle of glory toa ftate of humili- 
ating diftrefs, deprived of half her empire, weighed down with a debt of 
240 millions, and harraffed with taxes fo various and complicated, that they 
feem to have exhaufted the invention of her minifters; if the people, I fay, 
in this fituation fhould begin to fufpeét that the numberlcfs calamities they 
have lately fuffered were owing to fomc inherent defe& in their original con- 
ftitution, and wifh to amend it, it would not be furprifing; but that the 
people of Ireland fhould quarrel with a conftitution which has raifed them 
to the utmoft fummit of their withes, is the highcit degree of folly and ingra- 
titude; aconftitution under which they have fo lately obtaincd a full reftitu- 
tion of their natural rights, an unlimited freedom of commerce extended to 
every part of the globe, and the moft perfect degree of judicial and legiflative 
independence, that any nation upon earth has ever yet enjoyed; a confti- 
tution, in fhort, which has put them in poffeffion of every bleffing that can 
render a people flourifhing and happy, except thofe which no conftitution 
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can beftow; and which are only to be acquired by induftry, fobriety, and 
obedience to the laws; thefe are the only bleffings we want to make us 
the happieft nation upon earth; thefe are the virtues which every honeft man, 
every true patriot, every. man who has thie real welfare of his country at heart 
fhould endeavour to inculcate on the minds of the people, inftead of turning 
their brains with political jargon, which they do not underftand, and vifionary 
fyftems of government.—Thefe are the virtues that will render us in a fhort 
time a nation of hujbandmen and manufacturers, artificers and merchants ; 
but at the rate we go on we bid fair to be a nation of politicians only, and 
fhall appear as ridiculous to all the rational part of mankind as the inha- 
bitants of Swift’s imaginary ifland, who wafted the whole of their time in 
watching, with the utmoft anxiety and folicitude, every change and motion 
of the heavenly bodies, whilft their wives and children were ftarving at home. 
The complaints of the people of Great Britain are extorted from them by 
the preffure of calamity; but, thank Heaven! the complaints of the people 
of Ireland are excited merely by wantonnefs of profperity. 

The wanton and innovating {pint of the times has given rife to another 
new doétrine in this country, which was diligently propagated at the laft 
general eleGlion, and feems to have been intended to pave the way for this 
pretended reformation.—The docirine I mean is this, that the reprefentatives 
are bound to pay implicit obedience to the commands of their conftitucnts. 
A doétrine repugnant to the firft principle of the conftitution, which is, that 
a member, when eleéted, becomes the reprefentative of the nation at large, 
not merely of that particular place that returned him to parliament; a doc- 
trine which tends to deftroy the unity of the ftate, and to degrade the dignity 
of this houfe; for if this doétrine be eftablithed, you are no longer the free 
independent reprefentative of a great and powerful kingdom, but thie fettered 
deputies of a parcel of petty communities; united indeed under one common 
fovereign, but as diftinct’from each other as the cantons of Switzerland, are 
from the provinces of America. If this doctrine is to prevail, if we are to be ~ 
divided into thefe petty communities, it is juft that each diftriét fhould have 
its particular reprefentatives; but if we adhere to the liberal and truly 
conftitutional principle, that each member is the reprefentative of the nation 
at large, every part of the kingdom is equally reprefented; and every county 
of the kingdeii has not two only but three hundred reprefentatives. 

Asan inftance of the happy effeéts that would attend this new do¢trine, 
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Jet me recall the recollection of the houfe to the ridiculous feene that was 
exhibited on the floor in the beginning of la{t feffion; when an honorable 
member, by order of his conftituents, moved, that the bill of fupply fhould 
be granted for fix montlis only. On the divifion he went into the lobby, 
and was followed by every county member in the houfe, a few only excepted, 
who walked acrofs the floor, many of whom apologizing with their looks and 
geftures, for the abfurd part they were aéting, and deploring at oncc their 
own fervile fubjeétion, and the folly of their conftitucnts. 

Yet thefe, we are told, are the only independent members of the houfe ;— 
independent indeed they are; independent of rcafon—--independent of judg- 
ment—independent of choice—independent of every kind of public virtue; 
which can have no exiftence without free agency. 

This plan of reformation originated with the congrefs of Dungannon, 
who, after they had refolved to adopt it, dircéted their fecretary to writc 
circular letters to every meddling prieft, every political mountebank, whofe 
names they read of in the Englith newfpaper, whom they rendered the arbi- 
ters of the Irifh conftitution. Thefe letters have fince been publithed by 
authority; but why do we not find amonegft them any letter to Mr. Pitt, the 
advocate for reform in the Britifh parliament? Becaufe they well knew that 
the fentiments of Mr. Pitt were not congenial to their own; that he did not 
defire to go the lengths which they were determined to proceed; his fcheme 
of reform was confined to an addition of a certain number to the members 
for counties, and great communities. That the reprefentatives of the people 
fhould prefume to distranchife their own conftituents; that they fhould 
attempt to deprive, of their chartered nghts, and moft invaluable privileges, 
the perfons to whofe bounty they were indebted for their feats, and whofe 
confidence had enabled them to ftrike that mortal blow, was a monftrous 
idea that never entered into the mind of that virtuous man, and was only 
referved for that felf-created monftcr, the congrefs of Dungannon. 

T fhall now beg leave to make a few obfervations on the motives and con- 
fequences of this pretended reform. The avowed motive is a defire to dimi- 
nifh the ariftocratic power in this kmedom; but I am thoroughly convinced, 
that this plan would counteract their own intentions, and increafe the very 
intereft they with to deftroy. The natural confequence of this reform will 
be to throw the whole weight of power and influence in this country into 
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the fcale of property, and to bar for ever the doors of this houfe againf rifing 
genius and afpiring virtue. 

I fhall not hefitate to affert, that Great Britain owes the glory from which 
flie has lately fallen, and Ireland the glory to which fhe has arifen, and which 
I hope fhe will ever maintain, to thefe very rotten boroughs that are now fo 
reprobated. 

You cannot but remember the wretched fituation of Great Britain in 1757, 
when fhe had France alone to contend with; fo funk were the power, the 
refources, and even the {pirit of the nation, that inftead of making any vigor- 
ous efforts againft this fingle enemy, fhe thought it neceflary to bring over 
twelve thoufand German troops to fave her from invafion. Such was the 
fituation of Great Britain when Lord Chatham took the helm; and fuch was 
the effect of the abilities and {pirit of this one man, that in three years time 
the French were driven from the continent of America, and deprived of the 
fineft of their Weft Indian iflands. Yet who was Mr. Pitt? a younger bro- 
ther with 2000/. fortune, anda cornetcy of horfe, who had no more chance of 
reprefenting auy great community in’England than I have at this inftant. 
Had he not been returned for a rotten borough he might have lived in 
obfcurity, and his virtues had been loft to himfelf and to his country. What 
chance had Mr. Burke, who is an honor to this country; what chance had 
Mr. Fox, whofe abilities are the objeéts of general admiration, of reprefenting 
the cities of Briftol and Weftminfter, if they had not firft difplayed their 
abilities, by being returned for private boroughs? 

But to come nearer home, I will venture to affert, that you owe the eman- 
cipation of Ireland to thofe boroughs. I will venture to affert, that you are 
principally indebted for the reftitution of your rights to the fpirit, the abilitics, 
the perfeverance, and real integrity of the honorable gentleman near me; 
and I am fupported, in this affertion, by the unanimous vote of this houfe, 
and the univerfal voice of the people at that time, though now I find he has 
loft fome part of his popularity by the moft virtuous action of his life: the 
preferring the real fubftantial interefts of his country to an idle punétilio.— 
What chance had this gentleman, with all his abilities, of reprefenting any but 
a private borough: Who were his principal affailants in this great revolution? 
members for rotten boroughs.—I know but of one county member who took 
a diftinguifhable part on that occafion; I mean the right honorable gentle- 
man who reprefents the county of Wexford, and who is juftly entitled to 
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the fecond place in the gratitude of the public. Had this meafure taken 
place but three years ago, which thefe people contendcd for as neceflary to 
their freedom, it is probable that Ireland would not now be free; and that 
inftead of wafting your time in this idle fpeculation, you would now be de- 
ploring the fhackles impofed upon your trade, or the power affumed by the 
Britifh parliament to make laws to bind this country. I {hall conciude, 
conjuring the gentlemen who hear me, that they will not be fuch dupes as 
to believe, that by paffing this bill they will fatisfy the people. We muft bea 
young politician indeed, and but little acquainted with the hiftory of mankind, 
or the human heart, who thinks that a people can be fatisfied with concef- 
fions. If it was poffible that conceffions could fatisfy a people, would there, 
at this day, be a murmur in Ireland? Befides, people have aéted fairly on 
this occafion, they have told you that the pafling of this bill will not fatisfy 
them. This pretended reform is only the firft of an alphabct of innovations, 
which the congrefs of Dungannon have voted, as necefiary for the freedom 
of the people, and have determined to purfue; that they have been advifed 
in the firft inftance to lay their fhoulders to this particular objc¢ét. If you 
yield to them in this point, they will attack you on fome other, and fo pro- 
cecd from innovation to innovation, till they have fubverted your conftitu- 
tion both in church and ftate; this is therefore the time to refift their en- 
croachments. ; 

Sir Hercules Langrifhe.—I am glad this great queftion, which has fo much 
engaged the public mind, and been agitated with fo much induftry from one 
extremity of the kingdom to the other, has at length been brought before 
parhament; and it is now our duty to give it a full, a free, and patient dif- 
cuffion. If the evil that it fuppofes has exifience, and the remedy it offers 
be adequate and fafe, it will have many powerful advocates here. On the 
other hand, if it ftates defeéts that do not exift, and offers remedies that are 
neither fafe nor applicable, it is better the Houfe of Commons fhould dccide 
againft it at once, that the people may no longer be difturbed or deceived by 
it. And now let me fay, if I wanted any new proof of the fupcrior excel- 
lence of our happy conftitution, that alteration was unneceflary and amend- 
ment impracticable, the plan of reform now read at your table would furnifh 
ample teftimony: for when two gentlemen of fuch diftinguifhed abilities, 
affifted by deliberate affemblics in their own country, and cnlightcned by the 
oracles that have been confulted in another country; when gentlemen of 
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fuch talents, fo affifted, have at length produced fuch a plan of reform, I am 
juttified in thinking that the tafk is beyond the ftrength of man. And con- 
vinced as I am, that our prefent conftitution, in its prefent condition, is 
competent to every degree of civil liberty, I muft alfo be convinced that 
amendment is a dream, and alteration would not be wifdom. 

Confider now, Sir, the plan before you, confider it impartially, and tell 
me, is it founded in any one principle which it profeffes? Does it tend to 
remove any one evil that it imagines? Does it meetany one of the ideas that 
have amufed the people? No, not one! Is it a plan for an equal reprefenta- 
tion of the people? No; it leaves above three-fourths of the people as it 
found them, unreprefented. Is it a plan for a more equal reprefentation of 
the people in parliament? No, it renders the reprefentation much more un- 
equal than it found it: for inftance, a freeholder in one barony, by this bill, 
may vote for four, or fix, or eight members of parliament; a freeholder in 
the next barony fhall vote only for two members. Is this to render the re- 
prefentation of the people more equal? Good God! how the people are de- 
ceived! how they are abufed ! 

Is it a plan for the more equal reprefentation of property, the ancient and 
original title to reprefentation? No, Sir, the reverfe! If this bill as you fee 
it were a law, a worthy and refpectable gentleman in the county to which I 
belong, who has 4000/. per annum, landed eftate in one barony, would thereby 
be entitled to vote for two members, and the fervant who ftands behind my 
chair, who is poffeffed of a 40s. freehold in a neighbouring barony, {hall vote 
for eight members of parliament. Is it a plan to enlarge the bafis of legif- 
lation, by encreafing the number of the confiituent body? No, Sir, it di- 
minifhes, it contraéts, it ftrikes off thoufands and tens of thoufands of your 
electors ; it disfranchifes every freeman in the nation who does not hold by 
birth, fervitude, marriage, or trade. It disfranchifes every freeholder under 
20/. per annum, who does not refide. It demolifhes the whole tribe of pot- 
wallopers; men intitled to vote in right of refidence (the freeft title the confti- 
tution knows) are to be extinét, unlefs they can call in to their aid a multitude 
of freeholders in general too great to be found. For inftance, if a borough 
were to confift of 5000 Proteftant inhabitants, intitled and accuftomed to 
vote; no matter, they fhall be extinguithed unlefs they likewife have within 
deg precinéts 70 or 100 refident voters, qualified according to this aét, 
which no borough in Ireland has, and which few ever would have. But it 
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effeéts a new creation to fupply this general maflacre; it confers a right to 
vote for thofe boroughs to others. To whom? To freeholders; perfons who 
were intitled to vote for other members before. It is true, amongft thofe 
a clafs of frecholders is incorporated, (new indeed to the conftitution) free- 
holders on terms for years; but the freehold required is of fo large amount, 
that their numbers will be fmall. Now let me afk, is it a plan to increafe the 
number of your reprefentatives? No, Sir, to diminith it ! In the firft inftance, it 
decays and depopulates every borough, and almoft every city in the kingdom. 
For I do believe not one of them contains within its precinéts 100 voters quali- 
fied and regiftered according to this bill. I have heard of a claufe of re- 
demption for them. I only know what I fee, and I fec no fuch thing in this 
bill; and if fuch claufe or fchedule were inferted, it would, on the principle 
of the bill, impofe conditions that muft for ever exclude feveral of them from 
reftoration. 

And here I lament the deftiny, though J admire the virtue of the town of 
Newry, who petitioned for this reform. With their 12,000 inhabitants, all 
intitled, if they were Proteftants, to vote for members, yet they are all dis- 
franchifed unlefs they alfo contain within their precin¢éts, 100 of another fort 
of voters, qualified according to this bill. (He applied the principle and 
effects to Drogheda, Waterford, Kilkenny, Limerick, Cork, &c. and con- 
cluded with the borough of Dungannon.) And here let me lament the fate 
of poor Dungannon, at once the pride and the reproach of* her fons; Dun- 
gannon fo late the centre of government, the head of legiflation, the feat of 
empire, unlefs you have within your precinéts (which I am fure you have 
not) 100 voters qualified according to this bill, you are decayed, depopulat- 
ed, and extinct. Will you not fpare this town on account of the righteous 
people that were found therein? I know not whether you have a redemption 
in ftore, but I know your redemption is not to be found in the bill on your 
table. What then can the friends of this bill, (if any fuch there be) what 
can they fay of it? They cannot fay it is a bill for an equal reprefentation of 
the people. A bill for a more equal reprefentation of the people, a bill for the 
more equal reprefentation of property, a bill to widen the bafis of legiflation, 
to encreafe the number of eleétors, to encreafe the number of reprefentatives: 
No fuch thing! quite the reverfe! In the name of heaven what is its ten- 
dency’ Is ita refurm on any one fettled principle? Does it, or would it cor- 
rect any one abufe? No, Sir, it is nothing but alteration; a tranfer of elec- 
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tion influence from one fet of men to another, which would produce two or 
three years conteft and confufion, and then, by corruption or compromite, 
the dominion would fettle with the moft powerful of the neighbourhood. 
The power would change hands, but the exercife of it would be the fame. 
And is it for this mighty benefit that the antient habits of the conftitution 
are to be changed? For this your country is to be vifited by jubilee of licen- 
tioufnefs, a faturnalia of anarchy for afew years, before it repofes again in the 
abufes you now complain of. Yet this is the great arcanum, the facred my{- 
tery fent abroad, like the miracles of Mahomet affifted by the fword, from 
the uorth to the fouth, from the eaft to the weft, to fubdue the obdurate, and 
multiply fubfcribers to the true faith. I do not mean the leaft difrefpeét to 
any manin what I fay of this plan of reform. I {peak as I think of it. I 
think it all confufion and danger, and nothing elfe. And it fhews me into 
what inconfiftencies even wife men will fall when they attempt a reform, where 
reformation is unnecefiary, what infupportable difficulties they encounter in 
au attempt to new model a conftitution which has ftood for centuries the ad- 
uiiration and envy of the world, and diftinguifhed from all others by 
having preferved civil liberty on the earth at this day. Under thofe opinions, 
aud with this veneration for the conftitution, I will not fo far admit its de- 
fects as to go into a committee to amend it. I will not carry into a com- 
mittee this chaos of rude materials, out of which to create a new conftitu- 
tion, when I have one already formed fo competent to human happinefs. I 
will not go paragraph by paragraph through a plan of alteration, where al- 
teration is not neceffary. I will not keep the public mind longer in a ftate of 
fufpence between free government and fruitlefs fpeculation, but endeavour 
to refcue public tranquillity from the defigns or delufions of the vifionary, 
the rath, and the reftlefs. 

Much has been faid, and much has been inferred concerning the petitions 
which are difplayed on your table; but when gentlemen talk of thofe petitions, 
they forget that there are between two and three millions of inhabitants in 
this country. There are feveral petitions on your table for a reform, fome 
againft it. I have no doubt but the majority of your petitions is in favour 
of reform, becaufe innovation is ever the moft adlive. Butit matters not on 
which fide the majority lies; take them all together, they are but as a drop 
of water to the ocean of your population; they are as a unit in companfon 
to the numbers of your people. And if thofe perfons, however refpeétable, 
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petition for any great innovation, you have no right to conclude the multi- 
tude on the fuggeftion of the few; and even if it were poffible to fuppofe 
(which it is not) that a majority of the people petitioned for an alteration of 
the conftitution intrufted to you, you have not a right to comply; you have 
not, in that cafe, a right to indulge their defires, or infli@t on them the ac- 
complifhment of their wifhes. If you comply in what you think a public 
injury, you are an accomplice in the injury, and betray the intereft of the 
people on the bribe of their own favors. 

It is to be lamented by every man, who feels for the honor and the happi- 
nefs of this country, that after the reputation we have acquired and the be- 
nefits we have obtained; acquifitions, limited only by the bounds of our 
own demands, and adequate to every degree of human happinefs; we fhould 
offer our enemies a pretext for charging us with a light, an inconftant, and 
reftlefs charaéter; as if the accomplifhment of our wifhes was but the begin- 
ning of our difcontents, and unlimited demand the offspring of unlimited 
conceffion; that we were falling under the defcription Montefquieu gives of 
a people unworthy of liberty; 

‘* A people grown impatient of the power they have delegated, defirous 
“to do every thing themfelves, debate for the fenate, execute for the 
‘“ magiftrate, and decide for the judges.” That having obtained the beft 
conftitution in the world, we had not the patience to try it for one feflion of 
parliament; but in contempt of the high legiflative affemblies, refolved our- 
felves in five hundred little parliaments in every corner of the kingdom, where 
we voted that conftitution an unalterable grievance, and called aloud for a 
new one., 

Were | at liberty to remonftrate with my countrymen, whom I love, I 
would afk them, do you enjoy freedom? They muft anfwer in the aflirma- 
tive. Have you commerce? Undoubted as the ocean that furrounds you. 
Are you in poffeflion of all the bleffings that can flow from the beft and freeft 
government? You are. Is it then wifdom, is it common fenfe, when you 
are fure of thofe, to throw them back into the ocean of uncertainty, to com- 
mit them to the wildernefs of fpeculation, or hazard of experiment? Is it 
wifdom to interrupt your enjoyment of every thing that is valuable, by 
dreams of fomething more free than freedom, more detirable than happinefs? 
The loweft man in the community has wifdom enough to feel the force of 
this maxim: “ When you are well keep yourfelves fo.” But there is not a 
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philofopher in the nation wife enough to fay, what would be the confequence 
of achange: neither Solon, nor Lycurgus, nor Plato, nor Locke, nor Sidney, if 
they were alive, would hazard a conjecture as to the effects on the conftitution. _ 
If you were to adopt any one of thofe plans which have been offered to you, 
they might make a democracy, they might make an ariftocracy, they might 
encreafe the power of the crown, they might make any thing but the con- 
ftitution of England ; yet every man in the community, the gentleman and the 
artificer, the learned and the unlearned, the man who can read, and the man 
who cannot, are all alike ready to undertake the tafk of conftitution-making ; 
or, if any of them fhould happen not to have leifure from the fhuttle or the 
plough, they have only to fay, “ we entirely agree in the plan of reform digeft- 
“ ed and agreed on by the grand national convention.” And there is a con- 
{titution ready made to their hands. I do not fay our conftitution, the work 
only of human wifdom, is without defect; but there is an inherent ftrength 
in it, that has in all convulfions produced remedies for its evils and controuls 
for its exceffes ; and through many revolutions has maintained liberty to this 
day. Now you have got it do not throw it away; condefcend to enjoy it 
and be happy; your country wants improvement; your: conftitution does 
not; cultivate the one, and you will be fure to enjoy the other. Butif you 
grow difcontented with your form of government, and are diftraéted about 
new fchemes and new fyftems, you will be dupes of defigning men in your 
own country, and ftrangers will not come near you. Amiudft your contro- 
verfies and your arms, the ftranger would not know where to find the laws 
that are to be luis protection; and you may find, perhaps too late, that you 
have been cheated of your happinefs; you will be thought an unreafonable, 
and you will feel yourfelves an unfortunate people; a people vhom commerce 
could not enrich, and wliom freedom could not fatisfy: 


No. LXXIL. 


The Speeches of Alr. Grattan and Mr. Beresford on the Revenues of 
Ireland. {P.85.) 


MR. GRATTAN began with obferving, though the interference of a per- 
fon utterly unconnected with revenue matters, in that department which was 
fo 
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fo ably adminiftered by the prefent commiffioners, might have fomewhat of 
an invidious afpect, yet he was happy to declare that thofe gentlemen had 
not viewed it in that light, but had with the utmoft alacrity given him every 
pofible affiftance, in promoting the object for which the committee was ap- 
pointed, and it appeared to him throughout, that they had acted not only 
honorably and diligently, but with a laudable ambition to diftinguifh them- 
felves in the faithful difcharge of the high truft repofed in them. He there- 
fore defired to be confidered, as not imputing the fmalleft fault or applying 
the leaft cenfure to thofe gentlemen, while he endeavoured to reétify fome 
errors and abufes, that in a fucceffion of many years, and under different 
boards, had found way into the revenue eftablifhment. Having faid this, in 
jufiification of the prefent commiflioners, to whom he declared no blame was 
unputable, 

He proceeded to ftate the expence of colleéting the revenue at two periods, 
viz. 1758 and 1783. | | 
In 1758, he ftated the expence of colleéting to have amounted to £81,000 
In 1783, it amounted to - - - - 180,000 
In the latter period, he allowed that - - - 23,000 

an expence incurred by the new cuftom-houfe was included ;_ but 

deduéting that expence, the expence of collefling amounted to 157,000 

The increafe of collecting, he faid, did not arife from the increafe of arti- 
cles taxed, or any neceflity of adding to the number of officers employed 
in colleéting, as was obvious to any one who would confider that moft of the 
new taxes were only additional duties on articles heretofore taxed ; and it 
was as eafy for an officer to receive two fhillings as one on any article; there- 
fore that the increafe of expence arofe from the increafe of falaries, he thought 
might very fairly be prefumed. 

In the year 1758, the expence of colleéting, he faid, was about 13 per cent. 
at prefent it is 16. 

The revenue expences are divided into two claffes—the eftablifhment and 
the incidents. 


In 1758, the eftablifhment was - - - £58,000 
In 1783, - - - - : 92,000 
In 1758, the incidents were - - ~ - 17,000 
In 1783, - - - - - - 79,000 


The per centage for a courfe of years fluétuated from ten to fourteen; at 
prefent 
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prefent it is fixteen; fo that the expence of colleéting the revenue is not in- 
creafed by the increafe of the revenue itfelf, but by the increafe of the per 
centage. : 

I have now, Sir, continued he, fhewn you the faéls, but not their caufes ; 
in order to come at their caufes, I moved that an account fhould be laid be- 
fore the committee of all the additions tliat had been made to the revenue efta- 
blifhments fince 1758, fiating the caufes of fuch additions, and the authority 
by which they were made; this account was made out, it employed feveral 
clerks for feveral weeks, and is indecd fo voluminous, that I own I have not 
yet had time to look through it; Ido not therefore condemn nor approve 
what may there be found; when the committee examines, they will be the 
beft judges; they will, I believe, fee much to reform; and I am convinced 
from the candour of the commiffioners, which I have already experienced, 
they will have their affiftance. 

I find that there exifts a charity fund for fuperannuated officers, fuch as 
have ferved forty years without cenfure: this fund is fupplied by a ftoppage 
of fix-pence in the pound of all falaries, and the fuperannuated officer re- 
ceives out of it 3-5ths of his falary. When this fund has been found infuf- 
ficient, from the increafed number of revenue officers, penfions have been 
granted on the incidents, in order to make it out. The progrefs is natural, 
from private charity to public bounty, and from public bounty to abufe. 
Every man who is tired of doing his duty, or who is unable or unwilling to 
do it, if he can make intereft with government, gets an order to the com- 
miffioners, and is immediately put on the revenue incidents, -from which he 
in faét receives a penfion; not an open, but a mafked penfion. I do not fpeak 
of the prefent adminifiration, or the prefent commiffioners. This abufe has 
been growing five and twenty years; the prefent is the proper time to check it. 

I find that the number of penfions on the incidents are 343—I have nade 
obfervations on almoft allof them, but I will not go through the painful tafk 
of animadverting on them now, as my objeét is to prevent future abufes, 
not to difturb the prefent poffeffors ; I muft, however, remark, that having 
ferved forty years, has not always been deemed a neceflary title to a penfion ; 
thirty-eight years, thirty-five years, twenty-nine years, twenty-two years, and 
fometimes the words long fervice, have been deemed fufficient. 

Great importunity, I know, will at laft prevail over men; and however tlie 
commiffioners may determine to aét with rigorous attention, and to grant no 
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peufions but to men who have ferved the neceffary period of forty vears, yet 
{till they will be fortified in their determination by a refolution of this houfe; 
befides there are many offices in the revenue that may be performed by men 
who are become unfit for the more a¢tive and laborious duties; and by put- 
ting fueh men into thofe eafy offices, the neceflity of penfions may in a ereat 
meafure be obviated. 

The orders of government have fometimes iffued to place perfons on the re- 
venue incidents, without any reference to the commiffioners, or any reafon 
being affigned to entitle the penfioner to fuch. This kind of procedure 
carries its own cenfure along with it. Government would not iffue a peremp- 
tory order, if any reafous could be found for granting fueh penfions. This is, 
I think, a very great hardihip on the commiffioners, who often refifted, but 
refifted in vain. Where men are refponfible, they fhould have power; and 
what they have not power to eontroul, they fhould not be anfwerable for. 

To remedy this abufe, and to fortify the commiffioners, I will propofe a 
refolution, “ That no perfon fhall be entitled to reeeive a penfion on the re- 
“ venue incidents, who has not ferved forty years without cenfure, or who has 
‘“¢ not been fo wounded or hurt in difcharge of his duty, as to be rendered to- 
“ tally unfit for fervice; or who is not the widow of fome officer that has loft 
“ bis hfe in the revenue fervice.” 

T find, Sir, that there have been granted feveral additional falaries, which 
have been continued to the fucceffors of the grantee:—This practice I would 
abolith, as nothing would be more abfurd, than to reward Jolin for the fer- 
viees performed by Tom. 

Some expence has alfo been ineurred by the experimental officcs:—Thefe 
cannot be abolifhed, but may be limited to two years. 

I come now to ufelefs offiecrs, whofe employments, I think, ought to be 
abolifhed as they fallin; though it would be cruel to turn the prefent pof- 
feffors adrift, as they have no other means of living. 

And firft, land-carriage officers. ‘Thefe appear to be of very little ufe, and 
from the nature of their duty cannot well be moved into any other fituation. 
ft is impoffible for them to perform any confiderable fervice, except by fearch- 
ing all perfons conting in or going ont of the city; and this would be a breach 
of law, and an Iigh infringement of the fubjeét’s liberty. 

I defired to know the amount of falaries paid to this clafs of men for ten 
years laft paft, and find it amounts to 12,000/. the feizures made by them in 
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the fame ipace of time amount to 1000/. Their ufetulneis may be eftimated 
from thofe circumftances. 

Coaft officers are of as little ufe as land-carriage officers, and with them - 
ought to be abolithed. 

I fent for a paper to inform myfelf concerning hearth-money officers. I 
find that fince the year 1760, the heartl-money has increafed 10,000/. per an- 
num, and that the expence of collecting it has increafed one-third; the 
revenue of hearth-money has increafed one-fixth, and the expence of col- 
lecting it one-third :—tlis is in a great meafure owing to the creation of new 
collectors. I enquired into the neceflity of that creation, and was informed 
that it arofe from the great extent of fome of the former diftridts; a fingle 
colleétor being formerly obliged to colleét in a range often from thirty to 
forty miles. Yet I do not find that any great increafe of the hearth-money 
took place directly after the creation of additional colleétors; and the 10,0004. 
a year, which I have ftated may, I think, rather be fuppofed to arife from the 
increafe of houfes in twenty-four years, than from the increafe of hearth- 
nioney collectors. 

Hearth-money fupervifors appear to me very ufelefs officers, and may be 
put down; but this I fubmit to the commiffioners; at prefent I do not mean 
‘to take any further notice either of them or coaft ofticers. 

The Jaw expences incurred by the revenue every year are already enor- 
nioufly great, and ought to be reduced; I {peak freely on this head, becaufe 
I know that the prefent law fervants of the crown are too independent in 
fortunc and principle, to regard any vails of this fort. 

The number of bills paffed each feffion have increafed, and the feffions being 
in future annual, muft alfo multiply expence; this is therefore a fubject worthy 
of enquiry: I do not mean to move any thing on it at prefent, but fhall jutt 
mention that within a very fhort fpace, the law expences have amounted to 
11,0007. 

Revenue cruizers have been another fubjeét of very great expence. 

The feizures made by thefe veffels amount to 40,000/. 

The expence of their eftablifhment to 140,000/. ‘Till of late there has been 
one great error in the mede of conduéting thefe veffels, which is now 
rectified by the commiffioners. The error was this: the captain of each crui- 
zer was permitted to fupply his own crew with provifions, for which he made 
a charge againft the revenue. Now itis manifeft, that this made it his intereft 
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to have nominally a large crew, but actually a fall one. That it was his 
intereft to {tay on fhore, where his men being at liberty to provide for them- 
felves, while he charged their daily allowance; and that he never could want 
a pretence to ftay on fhore; and while he was always at liberty to have his 
veffel under repair, to enlarge her from time to time, always enlarging his 
erew in proportion; this was indeed, a moft happy invention to reward men 
for not doing their duty; and this Iam happy to fee abolithed. 

The next abufe that I fhall ftate is, the abfence of collectors from their 
diftriéts. 

The collector is an officer of very great confequence, and the true per- 
formance of his duty would be of high advantage to the public. In his 
diftriét he has all the authority of a commiffioner; he fhould regulate all the 
officers under him; and yet fo far are many collectors from doing this, that 
they fearce ever fee the place of their collection, but leave their duty to be 
done by a clerk, whom the law does not recognize, and who is not anfwerable 
to the board for his condué&; he gives no {ccurity to the public; and not 
unfrequently have great fums been loft by trufting to fuch men. One of my 
refolutions, therefore, goes to compel the refidence of colleéors. 

Another regulation that I think would much promote the due colleétion of 
the revenue is, the raifing of officers from the lower to the higher departments 
in fucceffion; I do not mean an indifcriminate fuccefiion by feniority, but 
that in every department of the revenue, as at prefent in the cxcife, men ac- 
quainted with the bufinefs fhould rife by fucceflive degrees, and that he who 
has been checked, fhould check in his turn. 

The furveyors-general have two falaries, one a fixed falarv of 300/. a year 
on the eftablifhment, the other 200/. on the incidents. I would with to have 
this altered, and that they fhould be paid a premium of a certain fum per day, 
while they were in the performance of their duty. 

I come now to the laft article, though I mean firft to move upon it, becaufe 
gentlemen who coincide with me on moft of the other points which I have 
mentioned, differ upon this. 

The cuftom-officers—they were originally effective officers, but when the 
revenue was formed, they were rendered ufelefs, and therefore we now find 
them on our civil eftablifhment; afterwards, when the crown took the revenue 
into its own hands, it was thought prudent to employ in the colleétion the 
perfons that had been employed by the farmers; the cuftom officers continued 
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ufelefs ; notwithftanding this, additional falaries have been granted to them, 
which are in faét mafked penfions. I know while I fpeak on this fubjeét, I 
fiand on delicate ground; but with what face could I propofe a reduélion of 
petty officers, and leave thofe great ones remaining? ‘The greatnefs of the 
perfons who poflefs them are my beft apology, for while their talents and for- 
tune render them fit for the higheft departments in the ftate, I truft their mag- 
nanimity will teach them to defpife the paltry enioluments of cuftom offices. 
I would not venture to {peak thus to inferior minds, but as I have had the aid 
of fome of thofe gentlemen in the other parts of the reform I have propofed, 
T doubt not they will affift me, even where they are themfelves in fome degree 
affected. 

T have called thofe additional falaries, mafked penfions ; they are fo indeed, 
and of the moft exceptionable kind. There are not, indeed, above feven or 
eight of them in the kingdom, but they may increafe, and tls is the time to 
{top them; I have therefore prepared a refolution for that purpofe, which will 
not affect the prefent poffeffors, but eventually will prove highly advantageous 
to the nation. 

Mr. Grattan then moved his refolution, “‘ To prevent the grant of any fu- 
“ ture additional falary to cuftom officers.” 

Right Honorable John Beresford—I was very happy, Sir, when the right 
honorable gentleman undertook the tafk of enquiring into the caufe of the 
great expence of colleéting the revenue, becaufe I was very certain, that an 
enquiry, ably and impartially conduéted, would fully evince to the public, 
that the affertions which have been fo liberally made for fome years paft, and 
the infinuations which have been thrown out, of the prodigality and pro- 
fufion of the prefent board of commiffioners of the revenue, were without any 
fort of foundation. I therefore took the liberty of feconding the right honor- 
able gentleman’s motion for this enquiry, and I am now, not a little proud, 
to find that a four months laborious examination has confirmed my conftant 
affertions, and overturned the feveral charges laid to the door of the revenue 
board; the right honorable gentleman has fully acquitted them; but has 
{tated fome errors and abufes, which appear to him to have crept into the 
revenue eftablifiment, in a fucceffion of many years, which he wifhes to be 
rectified. | 

He has ftated, that fince the year 1758, the per centage expence of col- 
le€ting the revenue has greatly increafed. 
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If the right honorable gentleman will take the trouble of examining that 
voluminous heap of papers, (euftom houfe aceounts, and reports, which Mr. 
Grattan had ealled for) he will find, that he has chofen an unfair wra for his 
comparifon, for that immediately after the period of 1758, at whieh time there 
had been a parliamentary enquiry into the management of the revenue, there 
was not only a general increafe of the number of tide waiters, and boatmen in 
the feveral ports of the kingdom, but that an addition was made to their fala- 
ries, whereby there was an increafe to the eftablifhment of about 10,000/. a year. 

The right honorable gentleman will alfo fee that fince the ile of Man was 
eeded to the crown of Great Britain, the whole fy{tem of preventing {mug- 
gling has neceflarily undergone a total change, and a change attended witha 
ereat additional expence; before that period our eruifers confifted of {mall 
open wherries, which were fufficient to guard our coafts againft fmugelers, 
who carried on their trade in the fame fort of veflels; but fince by the eeflion 
of the Ifle of Man, the fmugglers have been driven to Dunkirk, Gottenburg, 
and other diftant ports, and of courfe have been obliged to increafe the fize of 
the fhipping. We have been obliged to follow them, ftep by fiep, until we 
have got to ftout ecruifers, fitted out with fron twelve to twenty pieces of ean- 
non, and well furnithed with ammunition, and manned with an adequate num- 
ber of feamen. Such an alteration in our naval eftablifhment, every gentle- 
man muft fee, was neceflarily attended with a very great additional expence. 

The law expenees of the revenue have alfo inereafed exceedingly, and par- 
ticularly that part of them which arifes from the bufinefs of drawing bills for 
this houfe. Formerly there were but three bills to be paid for; the great 
money bill, as it is called, the loan bill, and the revenue bill; of late years, 
the enlargement of our trade has neceffarily eaufed many bills every feffions, 
which amount to an enormous expence. 

The bufinefs of the commifiioners of the revenue is infinitely inereafed, in- 
fomuch that inftead of meeting at eleven o'clock, and adjourning at two, we 
are obliged to meet at half-paft ten, and fit until four, and often until five 
o’clock; the inereafe of bufinefs of eourfe is attended with an inereafe of ex- 
penee. 7 

The right honorable gentleman has faid, that the per centage of the col- 
lection has varied very confiderably finee the year 1758, from twelve to fix- 
teen per cent. The nature of incidental expences is variable, they cannot be 
otherwife ; but the high per centage of one year is nota proot of an increafed 
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eftablitiment. For inftance, the higheft per centage I remember, was in thie 
year 3781; when the collection came to eighteen per cent. in 1782, it coft 
but fixteen; and yet the aétual fum expended in the latter year was higher 
than that of the former, although the per centage was lefs, for the per cen- 
tage does not depend folely upon the number of officers, or their falaries, but 
upon the proportion which the expence bears to the fum colleéted; and there- 
fore becaufe in the year 1781, the revenue was very low, and the fum colleG@ed 
finall, the per centage amounted to eighteen per cent. whereas in the follow- 
ing year, when the fum collected was larger, the per centage was but fixteen, 
although the expence of collecting was higher than the year before. Let the 
expence of collecting be the fame in two given years, and let the fum col- 
leéied in one of them be double that of the other, and the per centage will be 
but half as much in that year. 

It has been the fafhion for feveral years to judge of the expence of col- 
lecling our revenue, by comparing it with the colle@tion of the cuftoms and 
excife in England. Nothing can be falfer than fuch a comparifon, becaufe 
every part of England where officers are ftationcd is produétive, every port 
brings in revenue to the public, and the excife is univerfally produétive: But 
what is the cafcin Ireland? Perhaps gentlemen will be furprifed to hear that 
ont of twenty-five ports there are but feven, which pay the expence of col- 
leGting, although the neceffity of a revenue eftablifiment in the other nineteen 
is a faét too manifeft to require the aid of argument. 

I fhall, however, to open gentlemen’s eyes, juft ftate to the houfe a few 
inftances:—-Cork and Limerick are two of the produétive ports; between 
them lie Kinfale, Baltimore, and Tralee or Dingle, ports which do not go near 
to pay the expence of their own cftablifhments; the colleétion of Kinfale 
cofts one hundred and thirty-nine per cent. that of Dingle one thoufand nine 
hundred and feventy-feven, and that of Baltimore two thoufand three hun- 
dred per cent. but if thefe ports even were left unguarded, very little indeed 
would be colleéied at Cork or Limerick, the fmugglers would foon find an 
eafy way of fupplying thefe two great cities from the inferior ports. 

If any man has a mind to judge fairly of the colleétion of the revenue, let 
him not go to ports which have no trade, which cannot pay their own eftablith- 
ment, but let him look at the productive ports; in Dublin, where the expence 
is the heavieft, both in the incidental and eftablifhed expences, becaufe the 
greateft part of the law expence is incurred there, and moft of the repairs and 
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building of boats and veffels is executed there, and on account of the great 
weight of the new cuftom-houfe expence, and becaufc the falaries of the com- 
miffioners and all the principal and cheque officers are paid there, the per cent- 
age amounts to fixteen per cent.—in Limerick it is but fourteen, in Belfaft but 
nine, in Londonderry but eight, in Waterford but feven and a half, in Cork 
but fix. 

Inftead of comparing Ireland with England, it would be more juft to com- 
pare her with Scotland, in point of revenne colleétion, becaufe that her fitua- 
tion and circumftances are more fimilar to ours. If this be done, it will be 
found that the per centage in Scotland amounts to thirty-three per cent. 

But if gentlemen will compare this country with England, they fhould, I 
infift upon it, only take the net revenue of England into the account, for the 
circumftances of England and Ireland are very different indeed in point of 
importation; the former imports not only for her own confumption, but for 
that of the whole world; the latter for her own confumption only. England 
has her colonies in Afia, Africa and America, and fhe brings home the produce 
of all thefe colonies to her own ports, where they pay a great duty at import; 
but as thefe goods are not for her confumption only, but to be exported 
again to other countries, and not only to draw back thefe duties fo paid, but 
to receive a bounty poffibly on the exportation, the real duty returned, that 
is, the duty on their own confumption, is all that can fairly be compared with 
the duties of a country which has no colonies, and which imports only for 
her own ufe. 

Gentlemen who have chofen to compare our collection with that of Eng- 
land, have afferted, that our’s coft fourteen per cent. when the cuftoms of 
England coft but feven. Now, in making this calculation, gentlemen have 
taken the mere falaries and incidents, as they appear upon the face of the 
higheft cuftom-houfe accounts, and have omitted many expences, particularly 
thofe of the revenue cruifers and the admiralty cruifers employed in the re- 
venue fervice, the expence of which they will find in the late report of the 
committee appointed to enquire into the ftate of fmuggling, &c. in England. 
If they take thefe into the account, they will find it to ftand thus: 


The grofs revenue of cuftoms isin England - - - £. 3,873,985 
Expence of collection, as ftated in cuftom-houfe accounts - - 281,209 
To which add the revenue cruifers - - - - - A2,845 
Admiralty cruifers in revenue fervice  - - - -  - 230,220 


—— 
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This will be found to be as one hundred are to fourteen, or fourteen per 
cent. upon the grofs—But if you calculate upon the net revenue, you will 
find it as one hundred are to twenty-one, or twenty-one per cent. and in this 
calculation the expences attending law are not included, which mutt be very 
heavy, as all fuits are carried on in the Exchequer. So that take tls matter 
in any light, and the ftatement and affertions of gentlemen will be found to 
be erroneous. 

In 1744, after the union of the boards, this change of our eftablifiment was 
5000/. greater than it was laft year; a furc proof that the prefent commiffioners 
have not been wanting in their endeavours to reduce them. 

The incidents, I acknowledge, are very great; but deduct 23,0007. the ex- 
pence incurred by the new cuftom-houfe, and they are brought into a more 
moderate compafs. We are ftill endeavouring to cut them down further, and 
if any gentleman will point out a fingle article in that account of incidents, 
now lying on your table, where a faving can be made, I fhall be ready here- 
after to fuffer any cenfure the houfe can devife, if fuch faving be not made. 

The next objects taken notice of by the right honorable gentleman are, the 
falaries of the fuperannuated officers. Thefe falaries arife from two funds, 
one is a fubfcription amoneft the officers themfelves, from which every man 
who has been a fubferiber for feven years is entitled to an annuity propor- 
tioned to his rate of fubfeription. The nght honorable gentleman will fee 
that this is the private property of the officers themfelves, purchafed with 
their own money, and over which parliament can lave no controul. 

The other fund is the common incidents. As to the penfions granted on 
this, I confefs I agree with the right honorable gentleman, that many of them 
are very great abufes. Of late, itis grown a fafhion for men to get out upon 
their full falaries: moft people would rather be paid for doing nothing, than 
for doing fomething. For my own part, I fhould like it very well myfelf; 
but at the fame time I know, that while I am able to do my duty I ought to 
be compelled to doit. I agree with the right honorable gentleman, as to the 
period of fervice which fliould entitle a man to be fuperannuated on his full 
falary: forty years was fixed by Sir William Otborne, when firft I went into 
the revenue, but foon after that rule was broken through, and men of all 
ftandings allowed to enjoy their otium. However, I muft, fay that if the 
board had not frequently remonftrated with government againft this praétice, 
the number on the lift would have been double at this day. If there are now 
upon 
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upon it 343 numbers, as the nght honorable gentleman has ftated, many of 
them are widows, who were put upon it by the humanity of Lord Bucking- 
ham; during his adminiftration the widows fund failed, and if he had not been 
gracioufly pleafed to interfere for their relief, thefe poor people muft have 
ftarved. 

The right honorable gentleman feems to think land-carriage officers ufelefs, 
but I can affure him they are a very neceffary fet of men. Their duty is to 
watch the avenues of great cities, and fee that all excifeable goods have per- 
mits; and the very reafon why they do not make feizures is, becaufe their 
vigilance is known to be fo great, that fmugglers will not run the rifk of 
bringing their goods paft them. However, if land-carriage officers make few 
feizures, itis amply compenfated by another fet of men, who have no falaries 
at all, but what arife from a fund created by themfelves—the preventive offi- 
cers: thefe men have made very confiderable feizures indeed. 

Mr. Beresford then proceeded to the hearth-money; pointed out the abufes 
that had obtained in that department, and the remedies that had been ap- 
plied; from which he went on to the article of revenue cruizers, agreeing 
with Mr. Grattan in what he had faid concerning them: he alfo agreed with 
him as to the neceflity of colleCtors refiding within their diftri€ts, and as to the 
propriety of deferving officers being promoted in fucceflion, and the mode 
propofed of paying furveyors gencral: in a word, he agreed with the whole 
of Mr. Grattan’s plan of regulation, fave only as to cuftom officers, who, he 
faid, were officers by the common law, were abfolutely neceflary, and ought 
not to be abolithed. 


No. LXXIII. 


The Speech of Mr. Gardiner on Irifh Commerce. (P. 85.) 


MR. GARDINER faid, it is not my fault that this bufinefs lies under an 
additional difadvantage, from the late part of the feffion in which it is intro- 
duced. It is in the recollection of gentlemen, that no endeavours of mince 
were wanting to bring it in on an earlier day. I muft confefs this is an 
arduous bufinefs, and far exceeding my ftrength ; but I hope and requeft the 
affifiance of gentlemen of greater talents than I poffefs. I only furnifh the 
raw materials, let them ereét the fuperftruéture. 

wor. II. 6r T thall, 
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I thall, fir, firft {tate the purport of my propofitions. This is a meafure to 
reftrain importation, but does not affect the exportation of raw materials. 
Gentlemen would have the evidence on that head alfo included in the report 
of the committee, but one had no connexion with the other. The committee 
was ordered to enquire into the ftate of manufactures at large, but they did it 
partially ; they confined themfelves to the woollen branch, to blankets, car- 
pets, hats, &c. My fyftem is not confined to thefe objects only, but alfo 
includes paper, hardware, and other articles. The weaving branch is certainly 
a very material branch of commerce, but other objeéts alfo have their weight. 

Mere Mr. Gardiner obviated many objections which he faid had been made 
to his meafure. It is not, faid he, calculated to divide, but to unite the two 
countries. The people of England will think it no caufe of enmity with us, 
that we follow their example. She adopted protecting duties, becaufe fhe 
thought it her intereft—let us act the fame part—what’s good for one, mutt 
be good for the other. , 

The meafure is no oppofition to government. Inever made it my bufinefs 
to introduce any thing for the purpofe of embarraffing government. On the 
contrary, I thought it my duty to fupport them when right. I think it alfo 
my duty to admonith them of their error when wrong. Government ought 
to be informed of the grievances of the people. 

This meafure has not been brought forward irregularly—it is grounded on 
the report of acommittee, and the petitions of the people. I confefs, fir, 1 am 
ftrongly biailed in its favor. The defpondency and diftrefs of this country, 
together with the juftice and expediency of the meafure itfelf, muft make 
every gentleinan its friend. Who can behold fo many thoufands of his fellow- 
creatures ftruggling with calamities, almoft infupportable by humanity, and 
not be inclined to give relief? The misfortune is not particular—it is uni- 
verfal—not confined to Dublin, it extends to Cork, Limerick, Waterford, the 
Queen’s County, and every part of the kmgdom where the woollen manufac- 
ture is carried on—not limited to even the woollen, but affeGling every infant 
manufacture in this country. 

With refpeét to the poverty and wretchednefs of this miferable defcription 
of our fellow-creatures, I think it unneceflary to ufe a fingle word. Gentle- 
men cannot but know the reality of this faét already; it is impoffible to go 
through the ftreets without meeting teftimonies that this affertion is but too- 
well founded. If, however, gentlemen chufe to difpute a thmg fo felf-evi- 
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dent, Iam ready to produce witneffes of character at your bar, to put it 
beyond difpute. 

If.gentlemen with to judge fairly, it is right to wave theory and fpecula- 
tion, aud confine their attention to the different effects of the different modes 
adopted in Great Britain and Ireland. They will perceive that the long 
deprefiion of this country is owing to her want of proteétion for her trade. 
In England, to what is owing the great degree of power and wealth fhe has 
attained, but to protecting duties? 

Now, fir, I fhall enter on the main part of the bufinefs, and let me entreat 
gentlemen to be free from prejudice, to diveft themfelves of every bias. Ido 
not mean to proceed on {peculation, but to reafon from faéts, and the ties of 
policy of the two kingdoms. England has flouriihed from adopting protect- 
ing duties, and Ireland has funk by a negleét of them. Woollens were always 
the ftaple commodity of this country as well as of England. It was fo far 
back as Edward III. in whofe reign aéts of parliament were paffed, in which 
we find claufes for protecting the trade of Ireland. At every period before 
1698, we enjoyed every advantage ofa free country: we had nothing then to 
contend with, as no jealoufy exifted in the breaft of England before the 
laft-mentioned period. Our trade was guarantced by Magna Charta; our 
exports acknowledged by that venerable ftatute—no treaty was made in 
which we were not nominally or virtually included. Antecedent to the year 
1698, our exports were double our imports, and the number of fhipping almoft 
doubled in the ten preceding years. At that period the balance of trade was 
exceedingly in favor of Ireland, being no lefs than 224,000/. a year. If we 
confider the difficulties this country laboured under in thofe days, and the 
comparative value of money then and now, this will be found an enormous 
balance. When Ireland exhibited nothing but a continued fcene of difturb- 
ance, difunion, tumult, and frequently of civil wars within herfelf, to what 
are we to attribute her advantages in commerce but to her protecting duties, 
her geographical fituation, and pein P 

When William III. came to the throne of thefe kingdoms, he laid feveral 
unjuft and pernicious reftniétions on the trade of Ireland, in order to gratify 
England, which began to grow jealous of our profperity; in other refpeéts he 
may have ferved this kingdom; he may have been wife and good; but cer- 
tainly thefe unjuft and deftructive reftrictions, together with other partialities, 
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manifefted by him againft us on all occafions, are more than a counterpoife to 
every good he has done this country. 

The firft ftab given in his reign to our rifing trade was in 1698, when a cor- 
tupt majority in this houfe laid a duty on cloths exported to England. Some 
fpirited and patriotic members ftanding up to oppofe this meafure, it was 
defended on the ground of being an experiment, and that it would continue 
only for three years, but was in the year following made perpetual. Let us 
mark the confequences. The manufaéturers, no longer able to find fubfitt- 
ence at home, emigrated, where they were received with open arms. The 
French, notwithftanding every exertion, had been unable to eftablith the 
woollen manufactures, until they procured Inf wool to mix with their own, 
and Irifhmen to weave it. They then, confcious of the advantages of pro- 
teéting their trade, laid additional duties on the importation of Englith cloths. 
The event foon confirmed with what propriety they adopted thefe protecting 
duties ; they in a fhort time manufactured enough for the home market, and 
by raifing from time to time, the protecting duties, at length to a prohibition, 
are enabled not only to rival Great Britain, but to underfell her in every 
market in Europe. 

Before the laft mentioned reign, it was as ufual to recommend from the 
throne, at the opening of every feffion, the woollen manufaéture, to the con- 
fideration of parliament, as of late it has been to recommend the linen manu- 
fa€ture, or any other branch of trade. Our journals, fir, are full of fuch 
recommendations. 

Another argument in favor of this propofition can be drawn from the great 
benefits this country derived, from a power obtained by James, Duke of Or- 
mond, of prohibiting the inportation of Scotch manufaétures. The protec- 
tion was obtained again{t Scotland, and not England, becaufe we were not 
then afraid of the latter. The utility of this duty was fo great, as to give in 
our favor a balance, notwithftanding the pernicious effeéts of the plantation 
laws, and the other unfair reftri€tions of King William’s reign, on our trade. 
Have not we, therefore, a right to expeét the fame falutary confequences 
from the adoption of a like meafure now? 3 

Let no man fay that England is fo infenfible of her own intereft as to be 
averfe from this meafure. England, from unhappy experience, is convinced of 
the pernicious effects of her impolicy. The emigration of the Irifh manufac- 
turers in the reign of King William, is not the only inftance that has taught 
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that nation the ruinous effects of reftriétive laws. Our own remcinbrance has 
furnifhed a fad inftance of the truth of this affertion—furnithed it in the Ame- 
rican war. America was loft by Irifh emigrants.—Thefe emigrations are freth 
in the recollection of every gentleman in this houfe; and when the unhappy 
differences took place, I am affured, from the beft authority, the major part of 
the American army was compofed of Irifh; and that the Irifli language was 
as commonly fpoken in the American ranks as Englifh. Iam aifo informed, 
it was their valor determined the conteft; fo that England not only loft a 
principal proteétion of her woollen trade in Europe, but alfo had America 
detached from her by force of Irifh emigrants. 

Mr. Gardiner, after dwelling fome time on the pernicious effe&ts of the aét 
of William III. fhewed by what progrefs importations had arifen, from an 
average fum of 14,000/. to the enormous fum of 836,000/. in the year 1778. 

In 1770, this country, no longer able to fupport the pernicious effeéts of the 
oppreffions under which fhe laboured, undertook a great meafure. We fpoke 
out, and demanded a free trade. It is but juftice to gentlemen, it is but juf- 
tice to the nation, that they were unanimous and perfevered. England aéted 
wifely and juftly on the occafion, and reftored us our right. But of what ufe 
will this free trade be—will it be any thing but a name, if we do not feize 
the advantages of it by promoting it? It is impoffible to do fo, unlefs we 
have an opportunity of fupplying our home confumption, and exporting the 
redundancy. Itis impoffible to underfell other nations in foreign markets, if 
underfold in our own. While our ports are open to the exportation of raw 
materials, and the importation of Britifh manufactures, can we expect to reap 
any benefit from the extenfion of our commerce? Let us turn our thoughts 
to the article of cotton, and we fhall find great quanties imported, and not a 
fingle yard exported. The very fame might be affirmed of many other ma- 
nufaétures. 

England, fo early as the reign of Edward ITI. perceived the ncceflity of pro- 
teGting her woollens. When a law was enaéted to prevent wearing foreign 
manufactures: with refpe€& to Ireland, however, fhe was not then confidered 
as coming under the denomination of foreign. The habits of intimacy and 
connexion between the two countries, prevented England from excluding 
Ireland, when fhe excluded the reft of the world. Here are two points 
proved, the adoption of proteéting duties, and that we were not confidered a 
foreign nation with refpeét to England. But the manufactures of England 

| were 


AO APPENDIX: 


were then in a progreflive ftate, and it appears that the home market was then 
the principal objeét in impofing a duty on the importation of woollens. In 
the fame reign it mutt be admitted, a duty was laid on bay yarn, but this was 
only to raife a revenue to the crown by difpenfations. England flounthed, 
-but flourifhed from a different caufe—from the proteéting duties, which pro- 
cured her a home market; fhe foon far outftripped other nations in her manu- 
factures; but in the reign of Elizabeth, the reft of Europe, perceiving the 
good effecis of the meafure to England, began to lay on protecting duties 
alfo. France laid a duty of half'a livre on cloth imported; this was fhortly 
after augmented to a livre, and fo by degrees to aétual prohibition. The 
Dutch followed the example. The effect ip thofe pHotaai@ns on the manufac- 
tures of England was quickly perceptible. 

In the year 1616, the exports decreafed 160,000/. ; in fome time after, the 
balance was found to be more confiderably again{ft her; her imports being 
above a million, and her exports not quite 300,000/. a year. She then found 
it neceflary to recur to frefh protecting duties, and to prohibit the importation 
ef broad filk. She alfo faw it neceffary to prohibit the wear of India goods. 
Thefe protecting duties have ever fince becu accumulating, and Ireland in- 
cluded, as well as other countries. They have been conftantly, as far as 
refpected Ireland, increafed during the reign of George I. and II. but it muft 
be confefled, no fuch thing has been done in the reign of George III. . On 
the contrary, more has been procured for this country, during that period, 
than fince our firft connexion. . 

Before the protection of her manufaétures, the balance was confiderably 
againft her; the French importations were computed at an average to amount 
to 1,500,000/. per annum. Afterwards, by means of proteéting duties, 
inftead of importing, her exports of woollens amounted to 5,000,000 yards. 
Her home confumption to 6,000,000 ; making together 11,000,000. So that 
fhe arrived to fuch a fuinmit of greatnefs as no country fince the fall of the 
Roman empire, ever attained. By means of the wealth procured by manu- 
factures, fle was in the year 1763, able to impofe the law on Europe. 

In the late unfuccefsful war, we have feen her maintain a ftruggle no coun- 
try in the world would be able to maintain but herfelf. We fee her now, 
after it, great, feared, and refpeéted, and that under the burthen of an enor- 
nous national debt, which no other nation would be avic to bear. 

Having, on real matter of faét, fhewn the progrefs and fuccefs of the 
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manufactures of the two countries; having fhewn how England has rifen, 
and Ireland declined ; having fhewn that her fyftem of policy is the caufe of 
her grandeur, permit me to draw your attention to the difference of fituations. 
In England, the loweft peafant wears good broad cloth, feeds well, and is 
lodged comfortably. The face of the country prefents a view of good habi- 
tations, and communicates an unfpeakable pleafure to every man of huma- 
nity. I feel a warmth whenever I fee and contemplate its beauty ; but when 
I refleét on the mifery of my own unhappy country, that I left behind me, I 
fink on the comparifon. In England, all is joy, eafe and content. It may 
be faid, in the {fcripture-phrafe of that country, ‘ the hills and vallies fing 
with joy.” Let us now for a moment view the wretched condition of the 
miferable Irifhman. 

The Irifhman, fir, feeds the cattle whofe flefh he is debarred from taftine. 
As to clotlies, he has fearcely any. As for habitation, he has perhaps, fome 
miferable hovel, whither an Englifhman would not venture to turn his beaft. 
Here he, with an unkappy wife, and wretched offspring, muft endeavour to 
drag out exiftence, half ftarved, and half famifhed with cold. What a 
diftinéiion, alas! between beings of the fame f{pecies ! 

When, fir, we thus view the different conditions of two people, it is natural 
to enquire into the caufe of this difference. Are Irifhmen lefs fitted by na- 
ture to earn a livelihood than Englifhmen? Is there any difference in their 
frames to produce thefe very different effects? Are their conftitutions 
worfe, or appetites greater? Is there any difadvantage in the nature of our 
climate, foil, or fituation of our country, to prevent our profperity -—No! 
the climate of this country is delightful—the foil as rich and vegetating in 
gencral as any in the world —and our fituation adapted for intercourfe with 
both worlds. Thus, thofe who render our people idle, are the firft to ridicule 
them for that idlenefs, and to ridicule them without caufe. National cha- 
racteriftics are always unjuft, as there never was a country that has not pro- 
duced botl good and bad. Though one man may be idle, another will be 
induftnous, and though that man may be a drunkard, this may be fober. 
I am grieved, fir, to hear thofe uncandid refleétions thrown on Inifhmen. 
They are general affertions, falfe as they are iliberal. Irifhmen have fhewn 
{pirit and genius in whatever they have undertaken. They have fhewn that 
they can make great exertions, when they are encouraged ; the difference of 
the cultivation of this country, from what it was before the laws for promot- 
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ing agriculture, will evince the truth of my affertion. A great proportion of 
the inhabitants of this country, previous to thofe laws, lived on imported 
corn, but no fooner was encouragement held forth to the plough, than the 
national indu{try broke forth, and inftead of importing, a great quantity of 
corn was annually exported. This will ever remain a pofitive contradiétion 
to the vague and ill-founded reflections on Irifhmen. I will even go farther, 
and call on gentlemen to fpecify one infiance, where the people were indolent, 
where the laws of their country protected them in their endeavours. Let us 
confider what has been done in refpect to our linens. Though we were com- 
pelled to yield an eftablifhed manufacture, and to apply ourfelves to it, under 
the difadvantage of contending with a country that has arrived at great per- 
feétion, yet we profpered. And why? Becaufe we were not interfered with. 
If this be not a proof of induftry, I know not what may be called fo. When- 
ever this country has been encouraged, it {hewed great induftry—witnefs our 
linens, our broad ftuffs, our tabinets, and poplins: how, groundlefs, therefore, 
is the charge of indolence? Even admitting the people of this country were 
indolent, inftead of contributing to keep them in it, by continuing their 
oppreffions, this houfe ought to remove that indolence. 

As every caufe but the true one, has been affigned for the prefent diftreffes 
of the poor, thofe have not been wanting, who have attributed it to the low 
price of whifkey, and the drunkennefs of the working manufa¢turers ; but 
thofe gentlemen, who have of late been fo fond of praifing the induftry of 
the north, ought to be informed, that there is no part of Ireland, in which 
the people drink more whifkey, and yet manufaétures fucceed there perfeétly. 
This I know, becaufe I have an eftate in that part of the kingdom. Iknow 
they think nothing of drinking a pint of whifkey in a day, and are able to 
attend to their bufinefs after. Some of my tenants have informed me, they 
could drink half'a pint of whifkey with as much eafe as any of us could a glafs 
of wine. As for me, no mau more difapproves of the abominable cuftom of 
drinking fpirits; but yet, I will be free to fay the diftrefs of our manufac- 
turers, is by no means imputable to drunkennefs. 

As thele are not the caufes of the prefent calamities, it is natural to afk 
what may be the fource of them? It may be anfwered, that want of employ- 
ment is that fource. Numbers of manufacturers cannot get their goods fold. 
How therefore, can they give employment? Several circumftances contri- 
bute to forwarding the importation of Englifh goods, whereby our own are 
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injured. In England they have large capitals; they can buy and fell much 
cheaper than our manufaéturers, who have in general very fmall capitals, 
The man with a large capital can aftord to give long credit, which the other 
cannot, and eight per cent. will yield a greater profit to him in trade, who has 
10,000/. than ten per cent. to him who has but 1000/7. _In England they give 
two years credit, when we can fcarcely give fix months, which induces peo- 
ple to deal with them, as they have a year and fix months intereft on the 
money. This enables them to turn their capitals oftencr, fo that if they feli, 
even for lefs than others, the quick difpofal of their goods will not fail to bring 
them at the end of the year a much greater profit. 

Something muft be done to relieve the thoufands who now are famifhing in 
your fireets. The city of Dublin, with a degree of humanity that will ever do 
it honor, has hitherto fuccoured them by voluntary donations. But the do- 
nations of the city of Dublin will be found inadequate to the miferies of thofe 
poor men. The non-importation agreement entered into in 1779, afforded 
them fome fimall relief for that time, but ferved only to augment their diftrefs 
fince, as magazines of Englifh cloaths were then formed in this country. 

Another expedient was: eftablifh manufaétories here: but, Sir, thefe have 
ended generally in the ruin of thofe, who have attempted it: for the Englith 
riders immediately give notice to their employers, when a manufactory is 
going to be fet up; the confequence is, the Britith merchant refolves to lofe 
fora time, fends over an abundance of the commodity, fells it cheaper than 
it poffibly can be wrought for, and totally overthrows his rival. Sir, I re- 
member an inftance of this in England itfelf; there was a houfe in Notting- 
ham carried on a confiderable trade in one branch of bufinefs; another find- 
ing it fo profitable, determined to undertake it alfo; but the owner of the 
firft houfe determined to lofe an immenfity, and underfell the new one; the 
latter, confequently, failed in a fhort time, and the bufinefs returned to its 
ancient channel. This thews, Sir, that the Englifh merchant will always be 
an overmatch for any manufactory we fet up, which can any way injure 
him. Now, Sir, another expedient was, opening our export trade; I never 
{hall arraign that meafure: It was conduéted by a gentleman, whofe memory 
I fhall ever revere, and whom I never think of without emotions which I 
cannot exprefs; but, Sir, an export trade is beginning at the wrong end; 
unlefs there be a home confumption it will never avail. 

The home confumption is what gives money and {pint to the undertaker ; 
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without money he cannot pay the men whom he employs, and that money is 
only to be had by home confumption. Since then the remedies that have 
been applied are ineffectual, let us now fee what inay be fuccefsful; and in 
this let us copy the conduét of England, of France, and other commercial 
countries; and that is by proteéting our manufactures at home. 

Then, Sir, fafhion, though it may appear at firft a trivial matter, has a very 
ereat effeét on our trade, and for this reafon, whatever is the fafhion, the ma- 
nufaéturer has a home confumption for, and fells at an enormous advanced 
profit for ready money; as foon as the fafhion alters, he has made fo much 
by it, that he can fend over the redundancy here, and fell it at firft coft, or 
confiderably under the firft coft, and ftill be a gainer; and therefore, though 
fome perfons here have fent to England, and got patterns of the fafhionable 
articles, yet before the patterns could be procured, the dies prepared, and the 
manufaéture wrought, the Enghfh merchant would have varied his fafhion 
there, and ient the redundancy over to us, and underfold us fo as to deftroy 
our hopes. 

Now, Sir, what have been the remedies, which we have endeavoured to 
provide? A non-importation agreement, which, while it lafted, had fome 
effect, but it was but temporary, the benefit arifing from it was but for a 
featon, and I fear it has eftablifhed a permanent evil; for, Sir, it was by no 
means general, and the people, particularly in the north, who were not fo 
much imjured by importation, eftablifthed warehoutes, opened their ports, and 
laid in fuch a quantity of Enghih goods, as poured an inundation upon us, 
the moment the agreement was at an end. A few words, continued Mir. 
Gardiner, will be fuflicient to prove, that this meafure will not be injurious 
to the landed property of this country. ‘The advantages of the man of 
landed eftate, and of the manufacturer are reciprocal; for the profperity of 
the one is the fupport of the other. The petition therefore prefented to this 
houfe, by an honorable gentleman, from certain landholders of his county, 
cannot with any degree of propriety be urged againit this meafure. 

Mr, Gardiner then read the following refolutions. 

ift. That it appears to this houfe, that the working manufacturers of this 
kingdom, arein the greateft poverty and diftrets. 

adly. That the importation of foreign manufaétures into this kingdom, has 
of late years confiderably increafed, and ftill continues to do fo. 

ardly, 


APPENDIX. Sil 

3dly. That this great importation, by impeding our manufuciures, is the 
caufe of this poverty and dittrefs. 

Athly. That the interference of parliament is neceffary to remove thofe evils. 


No. LXXIV. 


Paftoral Evhortation of the Right Reverend Doédicr Troy, the Catholic 
Bifhop of Offory to his Flock. (P. 107.) 


Dear CunistTians, 

AT this particular time, when the bleffings of peace and 

a plentiful harveft fhould warm the hearts of Chriftians with becoming gra- 
titude to the Father of Mercies, and excite a {pirit of induftry amonett all 
ranks of people, we are much concerned to obierve riot and diforder per- 
vading many of our communion in feveral parts of this county and diocefe. 
Unmindful of the untimely and iguominious death of their relations and ac- 
quaintances formerly diftinguifhed by the execrable appellation of White 
Boys, and deaf to the diétates of rcafon and religion conftantly enforced by 
our exhortation from tlic altars, they are endeavouring to renew the horrid 
fcenes of confufion and bloodthed, which difgraced this part of the kingdom 
not many years ago. They again feem to glory in the opprobrious name of 
White Boys, and havc lately aticmbled at unfeafonable hours, and in different 
parties, founding their motous horn. They have prcefumed to adminifter 
oaths of combination, and procecd to barbarous a¢ts of violence againft the 
perfons and property of feveral individuals. Ina word, thcy notorioufly 
violate the moft facred laws, and equally defpife the injunétions of their {pi- 
ritual and temporal rulers. Such accumulated euormities call to heaven for 
vengeance, which will moft affurcdly fall on the deluded offenders, if they do 
not fpcedily expiate their crimes by fincere and exemplary repentance. As 
our filence upon this occafion might be mifunderftood by ignorant, or finif- 
troufly interpreted by malevolent perfons, we think it highly incumbent on 
us to declare, as we do hereby folemnly, in the name and by the authority of 
our holy mother the church: Firft, that the affociation oaths ufually taken 
by the mifeuided and unhappy wretches called White Boys, are bonds of ini- 
quity, and confequently unlawful, wicked, and dammable. They are not, 
therefore, bindmmg im any manner whatever. Secondly, we in like manner 
0°62 declare, 
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declare, that we condemn, abhor, and deteft the above mentioned outrages, 
as contrary to the maxims and canons of our holy religion, deftruétive of the 
public peace, injurious to private property, and fubverfive of every law. Fi- 
nally, we condemn thefe deluded offenders, who call themfelves Roman Ca- 
tholics, as fcandalous and rotteu members of our holy church, from which 
they have been already cut off by the fentence of excommunication folemnly 
fulminated againft them on the 17th of O€ober, 1779, in all the chapels of 
this diocefe. We cannot conclude without befeeching you, deareft Chriftians, 
to join us in fervent and conftant prayer for the fpeedy converfion of thefe 
unthinking creatures. Their condition is truly deplorable; in this life ex- 
pofed, by their noéturnal excurfions and wanton depredations, to ficknefs, 
loathfome imprifonment, and an infamous death; whiltt in the next their ob- 
ftinacy will be punifhed with endlefs torture. May our gracious God, by 
his efficacious grace, avert this greateft of all evils, and thereby prevent the 
bitter recollection of their having difregarded our timely and paftoral admo- 
nitions. We fhudder at the very apprehenfion of the manifold evils which 
mutt neceffarily enfue to themfelves, to their families, and to their country, 
from a continuation of their unwarrantable proceedings. 

It being equally our with and duty to promote the happinefs of mankind 
in general, and that of our country and flock in particular, we fhall invanably 
conduét ourfelves in a manner becoming minifters of the gofpel and members 
of fociety. Uninfluenced by fear or any worldly confideration, we are de- 
termined to adopt fuch further means, as fhall be found conducive to the 
above mentioned, and other great objeéts of our vocation. 

Kilkenny, 12th November, 1784. Jer. Troy. 


No. LXXV.* 


Addrefs prefented to his Majefty, at St. James's, by the Lords and Commons 
on the 29th of July, 1785. (P.134.) 


MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN. 
WE, your majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the 


* This work having encreafed under the author's pen to fo large a bulk, the debate intended to 
have been here inferted, which is very long, is omitted, and the reader is referred for it to the 18th 
volume of the Parliamentary Regifter, p. 546 to 592. 
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lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons of Great Britain in parliament 
affembled, have taken into moft ferious confideration, the important fubje& 
of commercial intercourfe between Great Britain and Ireland, recommended 
in your majefty’s {fpeech at the opening of the prefent feffion, and the refolu- 
tions of the two houfes of parliament in Ireland, which were laid before us by 
your majefty’s command, on the 22d of February laft. 

After a long and careful inveftigation of the various queftions neceflarily 
arifing out of this comprehenfive fubjeé&t, we have come to the feveral refolu- 
tions, which we now humbly prefent to your majefty, and which, we truft, 
will form the bafis of an advantageous and permanent commercial fettlement 
between your majefty’s kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland. 

We have proceeded on the foundation of the refolutions of the parliament 
of Ireland; but in confidering fo extenfive an arrangement, we have found it 
neceflary to introduce fome modifications and exceptions, and we have added 
fuch regulations and conditions as appeared to us indifpenfably neceffary for 
eftablifhing the propofed agreement, on juft and equitable principles, and for 
fecuring to both countries thofe commercial advantages to an equal enjoy- 
ment of which they are in future to be entitled. 

Your majefty’s fubjeéts in Ireland, being fecured in a full and lafting parti- 
cipation of the trade with the Britifh colonies, muft, we are perfuaded, ac- 
knowledge the juftice of their continuing to enjoy it on the fame terms with 
your majefty’s fubjeéts in Great Britain. 

And it is, we conceive, equally manifeft, that as the fhips and mariners of 
Ireland are to continue in all time to come to enjoy the fame privileges with 
thofe of Great Britain, the fame provifion fhould be adopted in Ireland as 
may be found neceffary in this country, for fecuring thofe advantages exclu- 
fively to the fubjeéts of the empire. This object is effentially conneéted with 
the maritime ftrength of your majefty’s dominions, and confequently with the 
fafety and profperity both of Great Britain and Ireland. 

We therefore deem it indifpenfable, that thefe points fhould be fecured as 
conditions neceffary to the exiftence and duration of the agreement between 
the two countries; they can only be carried into effect by laws to be pafied 
in the parliament of Ireland; which is alone competent to bind your ma- 
jefty’s fubjeéts in that kingdom, and whofe legiflative rights we thall ever hold 
as facred as our own. 


It remains for the parliament of Ireland to judge, according to their wif- 
dom 
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dom and diferetion, of thefe conditions, as well as of every other part of the 
fettlement propoted to be eftablithed by mutual confent. 

Our purpofe in thefe refolutions is to promote alike the commercial inte- 
refts of your majefty’s fubjeéts in both countries; and we are perfuaded, that 
the common profperity of the two kingdoms will be thereby greatly advanced ; 
the fubjecis of each will in future apply themfelves to thofe branches of com- 
merce which they can exercife with moft advantage, and the wealth fo dif- 
fufed through every part will operate as a gencral benefit to the whole. 

We have thus far performed our part in this important bufinefs; and we 
truft that in the whole ofits progres reciproeal interefts and mutual affeétion 
will infure that {pirit of union, fo efientially necetiary to the great end, which 
the two countries have equally in view. 

In this perfuation we look forward with eonfidenee to the final eompletion 
of a meafure, which, while it tends to perpctuate harmony and friendfhip be- 
tween the two kingdoms, muft, by augmenting their refources, uniting their 
efforts, and confolidating their firength, afford your majefty the fureft means 
of eftablifhing, on a lafting foundation, the fafety, profpevity, and glory of 
the empire. 


To which his ALajefty made the following moft gracious Anfwer. 
MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN. 

I RECEIVE with the gveateft fatisfaétion thefce refolutions, 
which, after fo long and diligent an inveftigation, you coufider as affording 
the bafis of an advantageous and permanent conmereial fettlement between 
my two kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland. Nothing can more clearly 
manifeft your regard for the mterefts of both my kingdoms and your zeal for 
the general profperity of my dominions, than the attention you have given to 
this important object. A full and equal participation of commercial advan- 
tages, and a fimilarity of laws in thofe points, which are neeeflary for their 
prefervation and fecurity, muft be the fureft bond of union between the two 
kingdoms and the fource of reciprocal and increafing benefits to both. The 
fame fpirit, in which this great work has begun and proeeeded, will, I doubt 
not, appear throughout the whole of its progrefs; and I concur with you in 
thinking, that the final completion of it is of etfential importanee to the future 
happinets of both countries, and to the fafety, glory, and profperity, of the 
empire. 

No, 
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No, LXXVI. 
Specch of Mr. Grattan on the Eaft India Trade. (P. 135.) 


Mr. Grattan.—Sir, I can excufe the right honorable member, who moves 
you for leave to bring in the bill. He is an Englifhman, and contends for 
the power of his own country, while I am contending for the liberty of mine; 
he night have fpared himfelf the trouble of ftating lis own bill. I read it 
before, I read it in the twenty refolutions, I read it in the Englith bill, which 
is to all intents and purpofes the fame; and which he might read without the 
trouble of reforting to his own. Ilis comment is of little moment; a lord 
lieutenant’s fecretary is an unfafe commentator on an Irifh conftitution; the 
former merit of the right honorable gentleman in prefling for the original 
propofitions and contending againft the prefent, which he now fupports, may 
have been very great, and I am willing to thank him for his pait fervices ; 
they may be a private confolation to lumfelf. No more; I ditter from him 
in his account of this tranfaction. He was pledged to thele eleven propofi- 
tions; his offer was the propofitions; ours the taxes; le took the latter, but 
forgets the former. Ileave both, and come to his fyitem. Here it becomes 
neceflary to go back a little: I begin with vour free trade obtained in 1779: 
by that you recovered your right to trade with every part of the world, 
whofe ports were open to you, fubjeét to your own unitipulated dutics, the 
Britifh plantations only excepted; by that you obtained the benefit of your 
infular fituation, the benefit of your weftern fituation, and the bencfit of 
your exemption from intolerable taxes. When thefe advantages might be, 
no man could fay, but any man who had feen the ftruggle you had made 
during a century of depreflion, could forefec, that a fpirit of indufiry operat- 
ing upon the ftate of liberty m a young nation, mutt in the courte of time, 
producc fignal advantages: the fea is like the earth; to non-exertion, a waite, 
to induftry, a minc; this trade was accompanied with another, a plantatioa 
trade: in this you retained your right to trade dire@tly with the Britith plan- 
tations ina variety of articles, without a reference to Britifh duties ; by this 
you obtained a right to trade with the Britifh plantations directly in each and 
every other article, fubjeét to the rate of Britith duty; by this, vou obtained 
a right to felect; fo that the general trade fhould not hang on the fpecial con- 
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formity; and by this, you did not covenant to affeét, exclude, or poftpone 
the produce of foreign plantations. ‘The reafon was obvious: you demanded 
two things, a free trade and a plantation trade; had the then minifter infifted 
on a covenant to exclude the produce of foreign plantations, he had given 
you a plantation trade inftead of a free trade (whereas your demand was for 
both) and his grant had been inadequate, unfatisfa¢tory and inadmiffible. 
Thefe points of trade being fettled, a third in the opinion of fome remained ; 
namely, the intercourfe with England or the channel trade. <A fuccefsful 
political campaign, an unfuccefsful harveft, the poverty of not a few, toge- 
ther with the example of England, brought forward, in the year 1783, a 
number of famifhing manufacturers with a demand of protecting duties; the 
extent of their demand was idle, the manner of conveying that demand tu- 
multuary; but not being wholly refifted nor yet adequately affifted, they laid 
the foundation of another plan, which made its appearance in 1785, oppofite 
indeed to their wifhles and fatal to their expectation; this was the fyftem of 
reciprocity ; a fyftem fair in its principle, and in procefs of time likely to be 
beneficial, but not likely to be of any great prefent advantage, other than by 
ftopping the growth of demand, allaying a commercial fever, and producing 
fettlement and incorporation, with the people of England; this fyftem was 
founded on the only principle, which could obtain between two independent 
nations equality; and the equality confifted in fimilarity of duty; now as the 
total abatement of duties on both fides had driven the Inifhman out of his 
own market, as the raifing our duties to the Britith ftandard had driven the 
Eneglifiman out of the Irith market, a third method was reforted to, the 
abatement of Britifh duty to the Inth ftandard: but then this equality of 
duty was inequality of trade: for as the Englifhman with that duty againft 
him had beaten you in the Irith market, with that duty im his favor he muft 
keep you out of the Englith: fo that under tlus arrangement the Englifh ma- 
nufaéturer continued protected, and the Ivitl manufa¢turer continued ex- 
pofed, and the abatement of duty was no more than difarming the argument 
of retaliation. Had the arrangement {topped here, it had been unjuft indeed: 
but as Ireland was to covenant, that fhe would not raife her duties on Britifh 
manufaétures, England on her part was to covenant, that fhe would not di- 
minifh her preference in favor of Trifh linen, and the adjuftment amounted 
to a covenant, that neither country in their refpeétive markets would affeét 
the mauufaéture of the other by any operative alteration of duty; however 

the 
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the adjuftment did not ftop at the home manufacture, it went to plantation 
produce, and here you ftood on two grounds, law and juftice; law, becaufe 
you only defired that the fame words of the fame act of nagivation fhould 
have the fame conftruétion on one fide the channel as they have on the other; 
how they had ever borne a different one, I cannot conceive, otherwife than 
by fuppofing that in your antient ftate of dependency you were not entitled 
to the common benefit of the mother tongue; the anfwer to this argument 
was unfatisfaétory, that England had altered the law; but if England had fo 
altered the law, it ceafed to impofe the fame rettri¢tions and confer the fame 
advantages, and then a doubt night arife whether the aét of navigation werc 
the law of Ireland, fo that you feemed entitled to the conftruction or free 
from the aét; now it is of more confequence to England, that you fhould 
be bound by the aét of navigation, than to Ireland to have the benefit of 
the fair conftruction of it. But you ftood on ftill better ground---juttice; 
was it juft that you fhould receive plantation goods from England, and that 
England fhould not receive them from you? here if you do not find the 
law equal, you may make it fo: for as yet you are a free parliament. 

I leave this part of the fubjeét; equality of duty, but no prefent equality 
of trade. I come to that part of the adjuftment which is inequality of 
both ;—and firft, that part which relates to the primum of your manufac- 
tures. When the original propofitions were argued, gentlemen exclaimed, 
‘* England referves her wool, and Ireland does not referve her woollen yarn,” 
it was anfwered, “ Ireland may if fhe pleafe.” What will thofe gentlemen 
now fay, when England referves both;—the primum of her manufactures 
and of yours? and not only woollen yarn, but linen yarn, hides, &c? To 
tell me that this exportation is beneficial to Ireland is to tell me uothing; 
the queftion is not about {topping the export, but giving up the regulation, 
an inftances where England, retains the power of regulation, and the aét of 
prohibition. To tell me that this exportation is neceflary for England is to 
tell me nothing, but that you are material to England, and therefore fhould 
have obtained at leaft equal terms. I own, to affift the manufactures of 
Great Britain as far as it is not abfolutely inconfiftent with thofe of Ireland 
is to me an objeét; but ftill the difference recurs: fhe is not content with 
voluntary accommodation on your part, but exaéts perpetual export from 
you in the very article, in which fhe retains abfolute prohibition—no new 
prohibition---every prohibition beneficial to England was laid before---none 
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in favor of Ireland. Ireland till 1779 was a province, aud every province is 
a victim; your provincial ftate ceafed, but before the provincial regulations 
were done away, this arrangement eftablithes a principle wti pofidetis, that is, 
Great Britain ihall retain all her advantages, and Ireland fhall retain all her 
difadvantages. But I leave this part of the adjuftment where reciprocity is 
difclaimed in the outfet of treaty and the rudiment of manufaéture; I come 
‘to inftances of more ftriking inequality, and firft, your fituation in the Eaft. 
You are to give a monopoly to the prefent or any future Eaft-India company 
during its exiftence, and to the Britifh nation for ever after. It has been 
faid that the Irifhman in this is in the fame fituation as the Englifhman, but 
there is this difference, the difference between having, and not having the 
trade; the Britifh parliament has judged it moft expedient for Great Britain 
to carry on her trade to the Eaft, by an exclufive company; the Irith par- 
liament is now to determine it moft expedient for Ireland to have no trade 
at allin thofe parts. This is not a furrender of the political rights of the 
conftitution, but of the natural rights of man---not of the privileges of par- 
liament, but of the rights of nations---not to fail beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope and thc Streights of Magellan, an awful interdi¢ét! Not only Eu- 
ropean fettlements, but neutral countries excluded, and God’s providence 
fhut out in the moft opulent boundaries of creation; other interdi¢ts go to 
- particular places for local reafons, becaufe they belong to certain European 
{tates, but here arc neutral regions forbidden, and a path preferibed to 
the Irifhman on open fea. Other interdiéts go to a determinate period of 
time, but here is an eternity of reftraint; you are to have no trade at all 
during the exiftence of any company, and no free trade to thofe countries 
after its expiration; this refembles rather a judgment of God than an act 
of the legiflature, whether you meafure it by immenfity of {pace or infi- 
nity of duration, and has nothing human about it except its prefumption. 
What you lofe by tis furrender, what you forfeit by giving up the pofli- 
bility of intercourfe with fo great a proportion of the inhabited globe, I 
cannot prefume to fay; but this I can fay, that gentlemen have no nght to 
argue from prefeut want.of capital again{t future trade, nor to give up their 
capacity to trade, becaufe they have not yet brought that capacity into action; 
ftill lefs have they a right to do fo-without the fhadow of compenfation, 
and leaft of all on the affeéted compenfation which, trifling with your under- 
ftanding as well as intereft, fufters a vefiel to go to the.Wefi, in its way to 
. uot  Pthie 
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the Faft. I leave this uncompenfated furrender---I leave vour fituation 
in the Eaft which is blank---I leave your fituation in the Eaft which is the 
furrender of trade itfelf; and I come to your fituation in the Weft which is 
a furrender of its freedom. You are to give a monopoly to the Britifh plant- 
ations at their own taxes; before, you did fo only in certain articles, with 
a power of feleétion, and then only as long as you pleafed to conform to the 
condition, and without any ftipulation to exclude foreign produce. It may 
be very proper to exclude foreign produce by your own temporary laws, 
and at your own free will and option, ‘but now you are to covenant to do 
fo for ever, and thereby you put the trade out of your own power for ever, 
and you give to the Englith, Weft as well as Eaft, an eternal monopoly for 
their plantation produce in the taxing and regulating of which you have 
no fort of deliberation or interference, and over which Great Britain has 2 
complete fupremacy. Here you will confider the advantage you reccive 
from that monopoly, and judge how far it may be expedient to fet up 
againft yourfelves that monopoly for ever; there is fearcely an article of the 
Britifh plantation, that is not out of all proportion dearer than the fame 
article is in any other part of the globe, nor any other article that is not 
produced elfewhere, for fome of which articles you might eftablifh a mart 
for your manufactures. Portugal, for inftance, is capable of being a better 
market for our drapery than Great Britain; this enormity of price is ag- 
eravated by an enormity of tax, what then is this covenant? to take thefe 
articles from the Britifh plantations, and from none others, at the prefent 
high rates and taxes, and to take them at all times to come, fubject to what- 
ever further rates and taxes the parliament of Great Britain fhall enaét. Let 
me afk you, why did you retufe protecting duties to your own people? be- 
caufe they looked like a monopoly; and will you give to the Faft India 
merchant, and the Weft India planter fomething more? a monopoly where 
the monopolift is in fome degree the lawgiver. The principle of cqual duty 
or the fame reftriction is not the fhadow of fecurity; to make fuch a principle 
applicable, the obje&ts muft be equal, but here the objects are not only 
diffimilar but oppofite; the condition of England is great debt and greater 
capital, great incumbrance, but ftill greater abilities; the condition of Ire- 
land, little capital, but a fmall debt, poverty, but exemption from intolerable 
taxes. Equal burthens will have oppofite effects, they will fund the debt of 
exe country and deftroy the trade of the other; high duties will take away 
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your refource, which is exemption from them, but will be a fund for Great 
Britain; thus the colony principle in its extent is dangerous to a very great 
degree. Suppofe Great Britain fhould raife her colony duties to a ftill greater 
degree, to anfwer the exigency of fome future war, or to fund her prefent 
debt, you muft follow, for by this bill you would have no option in foreign 
trade; you muft follow, not becaufe you wanted the tax, but left your ex- 
emption from taxes fhould give your manufactures any comparative advan- 
tage. Irifh taxes are to be precautions againft the profperity of Irifh manu- 
fatures! you muft follow, becaufe your taxes here would be no longer 
meafured by the wants of the country or the intereft of her commerce, 
becaufe we fhould have inftituted a falfe meafure of taxation; the wants and 
the riches of another country, which exceeds you much in wants, but infi- 
nitcly more in riches. I fear we fhould have done more, we fhould have made 
Englith jealoufy the barometer of Irifh taxation. Suppofe this country fhould 
in any degree eftablifh a direét trade with the Britith plantations, fuppofe 
the apprehenfions of the Britifl manufaéturers in any degree realized, they 
may diétate your duties, they may petition the Britifh parliament to raife 
certain duties, which fhall not affect the articles of their intercourfe, but may 
{top yours; or which fhall affeét the articles of their intercourfe a little 
and annihilate yours; thus they may by one and the fame duty raife a revenue 
in England, and deftroy a rival in Ireland. Camblets are an inftance of the 
former, and every valuable plantation import an inftance of the latter; your 
option in foreign trade had been a reftraint on England, or a refource to Ire- 
land, but under this adjuftment you give up your foreign trade, and confine 
yourfelf to that, which you muit not prefume to regulate. The exclufion of 
foreign plantation produce would feem fufficient, for every purpofe of power 
and domination, but to aggravate, and it would feem, to infult, the indepen- 
dent fiates of North America are moft ungracioufly brought into this arrange- 
ment, asif Ireland were a Britifh colony, or North America continued a part 
of the Britifh dominion; by the refolutions almoft all the produce of North 
America was to be imported to Ireland, fubjeét to Britifh duties; the bill is 
more moderate, and only enumerates certain articles; but what right has 
Great Britain to interfere in our foreign trade, what right has fhe to di€tate 
to us on the fubjeét of North America trade? How far this country may 
be further affected by clogging her plantation trade and furrendering her free 
trade, I fhall not for the prefent ftop more minutely to enquire, but I muft 
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fiop to proteft againft one circumftance in this arrangement, which fhould 
not accompany any arrangement, which would be fatal to fettlement itfelf, 
and tear afunder the bands of faith and affeétion; the circumftance I mean, 
is the opening of the fettlements of the colony trade, and free trade of 1779; 
this adjuftment takes from you the power of cliufing the article, fo that the 
whole covenant hangs on the fpecial circumftance, and takes from you your 
option in the produce of foreign plantations, and even of America. It is 
a revifion in peace of the fettlements of war, it is a revocation in peace of 
the acquifition of war. I here afk by what authority? By what authority 
is Ireland obliged now to enter into a general account for paft acquifitions ? 
Did the petition of the manufa¢turers defire it? Did the addreffes of the 
laft feffion defire it? Did the minifter in this feffion fuggeft it? No; I call 
for authority, whereby we can be juftified in waving the benefit of paft trea- 
ties, and bringing the whole relative fituation of this country into queftion 
in an arrangement which only profeffes to fettle her channel trade? I con- 
ceive the fettlements of the laft war are facred; you may make other {fettle- 
ments with the Britifh nation, but you will never make any fo beneficial as 
thefe are; they were the refult of a conjuncture miraculoufly formed and 
fortunately feized. The American war was the Irifh harveft. From that 
period, as from the lucky moment of your fate, your commerce, conftitution, 
and mind took form and vigor; and to that period, and to a firft and falient 
principle muit they recur for life and renovation. It is therefore I confider 
thofe fettlements as facred, and from them I am naturally led to that part 
of the fubje@i which relates to compenfation, the payment which we are to 
make for the loffes which we are to fuftain; certainly compenfation cannot 
apply to the free trade fuppofing it uninvaded: firft, becaufe that trade 
was your right; to pay for the recovery of what you fhould never lave 
loft, had been to a great degree unjuft and derogatory; fecondiy, becaufe 
that free trade was eftablifhed in 1779, and the fettlement then clofed and 
cannot be opened now; to do fo were to defiroy the faith of treatics, to 
make it idle to enter into the prefent fettlement, and to render it vain to 
enter into any fettlement with the Britifh minifter. The fame may be faid 
of the colony trade; that too was fettled in 1779, on terms then fpccified, 
not now to be opened, clogged, conditioned or circumfcribed; ftill lefs docs 
compenfation apply to the free conftitution of 1782. His majefty then 
informed you from the throne, “ thefe things come unaccompanied with 
any ftipulation,” befides, the free conftitution like the free trade was your right. 
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Free ner wont pay for the recovery of right; payment had derogated from 
the claim of right; fo we then ftated to miniftry. It was then thought that 
to have annexed fubtidy to conftitution had been a barren experiment on 
public poverty, and had married an illuftrious experiment on the feelings © 
of the nation, and had been neither fatisfaétion to Ireland, nor revenue to 
Great Britain. This bolder policy, this happy art, which faw how much 
may be got by tax, and how much muft be left to honor, which made a boid 
puth for the heart of the nation, and leaving her free to acquire, took a 
chance for her difpofition to give, had its effect; for fince that time, until 
the prefent moft unfortunate attempt, a great bulk of the conmunity were 
on the fide of government, and the parliamentary confiitutio ) wes a guaran- 
tee for public peace. 

See then what you obtained’ without compenfation, a colony i: .’ . 2 free 
trade, the independency of your judges, the government of your army, -¢ 
extenfion of the unconftitutional powers of your council, the reftoration 
of the judicature of your lords, and the independency of your legiflature ! 

See now what you obtain by compenfation---a covenant not to trade 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope and thie Straits of Magellan; a covenant 
not to take foreign plantation produce, but as the parliament of Great Bri- 
tain fhall permit; a covenant not to take Britifh plantation produce, but as 
Great Britain ihall prefcribe; a covenant to make fuch acts of navigation 
as Great Britain fhall prefcribe; a covenant never to proteét your own manus 
factures, never to guard the primum of thofe manufactures! Thefe things 
are accompanied, I do acknowlege, with a covenant on the part of Eng- 
land to difarm your argument for protecting duties, to give the Englifh lan- 
guage in the act of navigation the fame conftruétion in Ireland, and to leave 
our linen markets without moleftation or diminution. One fhould think 
fome God prefided over the liberties of this country, who made it frugality 
in the Inih nation to continue free, but las annexed the penalties of fine 
or infamy to the furrender of the conftitution! From this cenfideration 
of commerce, a queftion much more high, much more deep, the invaluable 
queition of conftitution arifes,; in which the idea of protcéting duties, the 
idea of reciprocal duties, of countervailing duties, and all that detail vanifh, 
and the energies of every heart, and the prudence of every head, are called 
upon to fhield this nation, that long depreffed, and at length by domeftic 
virtues, and foreign misfortune emancipated, has now to defend her newly 
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acquired rights, and her juftly acquired reputation; the quetiion is no lef 
than that, which three years ago agitated, fired, and exalted the Inth nation, 
the independeney of the Irifh parliament! By this bill we are to covenant that 
the parliament of Ircland fhall fubferibe whatever laws the parliament of 
England fhall preferibe, refpecling your trade with the Britifl plantations, 
your trade in the produce of foreign plantations, and part of your trade 
from the united fiates of North America. Thicre is alfo a {weeping covenant 
or condition, whereby we are to agree to fubferibe whatever laws the parliament 
of England {hall preferibe refpecting navigation; the adjuftment fubjects alfo 
your reverfionary trade to the Eaft to the fame terms---over all thefe objects 
you are to liave no propounding, no deliberative, no negative, no legiflative 
power whatfoever. Here then is an end of your free trade and your free 
conftitution! I acquit the people of England; an ill-grounded jealoufy for 
their trade feems aggravated by a well-founded alarm for your liberty; un- 
willing to relinquifh, but when relinquifhed, too magnanimous and _ too wife 
to refume abdicated tyranny; thcy feel in thefe propofitions an honorable 
folicitude for the freedom of Ireland, and the good faith of Great Britain, 
and fee the darling principles and paflions of both countries wounded in an 
arrangement, which was to compote them for ever: to a propofal therefore 
fo little warranted by the great body of the people of England, fo little ex- 
pected by the people of Ircland, fo little fuggefted by the minifter, and fo 
involving to whatever is dear to your intereft, honor, and frecdom, I anfwwer, 
uo. I plead paft fettlements, I infift on the faith of uations; the objection 
fhould have been made when thefe fettlements were making; but now the 
logic of empire comes too late; no accommodation, no deprecation on this 
fubject: affertion, national affertion, national re-aficrtion! If three years 
after the rccovery of your freedom, you bend, your children, corrupted by 
your example, will furrender; but if vou ftand firm and inexorable, you 
make a feafonable imprefiion on the people of England, you give a wholefome 
example to your children, afford an awtnl infiruétion to his majefty’s minifters, 
and make (as the Old Englifh did in the cafe of their charter) the attempt 
on Inth liberty, its confirmation and eftablithment! 

Towever, left certain glofies fhould feem to go unanfwered, I thall, for 
the fake of argument, waive paft fettlements, and combat the rcafoning of 
the Enghfh refolutions, the adirets and his majefty’s anfwer, and the reafon- 
ing of this day. It is here faid, that the laws refpecting commerce and navi- 
gation: 
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gation fhould be fimilar, and inferred, that Ireland fhould fubfcribe the laws 
of England on thofe fubjeéts, that is, the fame law, the fame legiflature; but 
this argument goes a great deal too far, it goes to the army, for the mutiny 
bill fhould be the fame; it was endeavored to be extended to the colle€tion 
of your revenue, and is in train to be extended to your taxes; it goes to the 
extinétion of the moft invaluable part of your parliamentary capacity; it 
is an union, an incipient and a creeping union; a virtual union, eftablifhing 
one will in the general concerns of commerce and navigation, and repofing 
that will in the parliament of Great Britain; an union where our parliament 
preferves its exiftence after it has loft its authority, and our people are to pay 
for a parliamentary eftablifhment, without any proportion of parliamentary 
reprefentation. In oppofing the right honorable gentleman’s bill, I confider 
myfelf as oppefing an union iz limine, and that argument for union which 
makes fimilarity of law and community of intereft (reafon ftrong for the 
freedom of Ireland) a pretence for a condition, which would be diffimilarity 
of law, becaufe extinétion of conftitution, and therefore hoftility, not com- 
munity of mtereft; I afk on what experience is this argument founded ?--- 
Have you ever fince your redemption refufed to preferve a fimilarity of law 
in trade and navigation? Have you not followed Great Britain in all her 
changes in the aét of navigation, during the whole of that unpalatable bufi- 
nefs the American war? Have you not excluded the cheap produce of other 
plantations, in order that Irifh poverty might give a monopoly to the dear 
produce of Britifh colonies? Have you not made a better ufe of your 
liberty than Great Britain did of her power? But I have an objeétion to 
this argument, ftronger even than its want of foundation, in reafon and ex- 
periment; I hold it to be nothing lefs than an intolerance of the parlia- 
mentary conftitution of Ireland, a declaration that the full and free external 
legiflation of the Irifh parliament is incompatible with the Britifh empire. 
I do acknowledge that by your external power, you might difcompofe the 
harmony of empire, and I add, that by your power over the purfe you might 
diffolve the ftate; but to the latter you owe your exiftence in the conftitu- 
tion, and to the former your authority and ftation in the empire; this argu- 
ment, therefore, refts the conneétion upon a new and a falfe principle, goes 
directly againft the root of parliament, and is not a difficulty to be accom- 
modated, but an error to be eradicated; and if any body of men can ftill 
think that the Irifh conftitution is incompatible with the Britifh emprre, 
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do@rine which Tabjure as fedition againft the connexion ; but if any body of 
men are juftified in thinking, that the Irish conftitution is incompatible with 
the Britith empire, perith the empire! live the conftitution ! Reduced by this 
falfe dilemma to take a part, my fecond wifh is the Britifh empire, my firft 
with and bounden duty is the liberty of Ireland ; but we are told this impe- 
rial power is not only ncceflary for England, but fate for Ireland. What is 
the prefent queftion? What but the abufe of this very power of regulating 
the trade of Ireland by the Britith parliament excluding you, and including 
herfelf by virtue of the fame words of the fame act of navigation ? And what 
was the promovent caufe of this arrangement ? What but the power you are 
going to furrender, the diftinét and independent external authority of the 
Irifh parliament, competent to qucftion that mifconftruétion ? What is the 
remedy now propofed? the evil. Go back to the parliament of England ; 
I aik again, what were the difficulties in the way of your eleven propofitions? 
What but the jealoufy of the Britifh manufacturers on the fubject of trade ? 
And will you make them your parliament, end that too for ever, and that 
too on the fubjeét of their jealoufy, and in the moment they difplayed it— 
Safe! I will fuppofe that jealoufy realized, that you rival them in fome market 
abroad, and that they petition their parliament to impofe a regulation, which 
jhall affect a tonnage which you have, and Great Britain has not; how would 
you then feel your fituation, when you fhould be obliged to regifter all this ? 
And how would you fecl your degradation, when you fhould fee your own 
manufaéturers pafs you by as a cypher in the conftitution, and deprecate their 
ruin at the bar of a foreign parliament—Sate! Whence the American war? 
Whence the Irifh reftriétions ? Whence the mifconftru@tion of the act of na- 
vigation? Whence but from tlie evil of fuffering one country to regulate the 
trade and navigation of another, and of inftituting, under the idea of general 
protectorefs, a proud domination, which facrifices the intereft of the whole to 
the ambition of a part, and arms the little paflions of the monopolift with the 
fovereign potency of an imperial parliament; for great nations when curfed 
with unnatural fway follow but their nature when they invade; and human 
wifdom has not better provided for human fafety than by limiting the prin- 
ciples of human power. The farrender of Icgiflature has been likened to 
cafes that not unfrequently take place between two equal nations covenant- 
ing to fufpend in particular cafes their refpective legiflative powers for mutual 
benefit; thus Great Britain and Portugal agree to fufpend their legiflative 
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power in favor of the wine of the one, and the woollen of the other; but if 
Portugal had gone farther, and agreed to fubfcribe the laws of England, this 
covenant had not been a treaty, but conqueft; fo Great Britain and Ireland 
may covenant, not to raife high duties on each other’s manufactures ; but 
if Ireland goes farther, and covenants to fubfcribe Britith law, this is not a 
mutual fufpenfion of the exercife of legiflative power, but a transfer of the 
power itfelf from one country to another, to be exercifed by another hand ; 
fuch covenant is not reciprocity of trade, it is a furrender of the government 
of your trade, inequality of trade, and inequality of conftitution. I fpeak 
however as if fuch transfer could take place, but in fact it could not: any ar- 
rangement fo covenanting isa mere nullity ; it could not bind you, fill lefs 
could it bind your fucceffors; for a man is not omnipotent over himfelf, neither 
are your parliaments omnipotent over themfelves, to accomplith their own de- 
firuction, and propagate death to their fucceffors; there is in thefe cafes a 
fuperior relationfhip to our refpective creators—God—the community, which 
in the inftance of-the individual, arrefts the hand of fuicide, and in that of 
the political body, ftops the act of furrender, and makes man the means of 
propagation, and parliament the organ to continue liberty, not the engine to 
deftroy it. However, though the furrender be void, there are two ways of at- 
tempting it, one by a furrender in form, the other by a furrender in fub- 
ftance ; appointing another parliament your fubftitute, and confenting to be 
its regifter or ftamp, by virtue of which to introduce the law and edict of 
another land; to clothe with the forms of your law foreign deliberations, 
and to prefide over the difgraceful ceremony of your own abdicated autho- 
rity; both methods are equally furrenders, and both are wholly void. I 
{peak on principle, the principle on which you fiand---your creation. We, 
the limited truftees of the delegated power, born for a particular purpofe, li- 
mited to a particular time, and bearing an inviolable relationdhip to the peo- 
ple, who fent us to parliament, cannot break that relationfhip, counteract that 
purpofe, furrender, diminifh, or derogate from thofe privileges we breathe but 
to preferve. Could the parliament of England covenant to fubfcribe your 
laws? Could fhe covenant that young Ireland fhould command, and Old Eng- 
land fhould obey? Tf fuch a propofal to England were mockery to Ireland, 
it cannot be conftitution. I reft on authority as well as principle, the autho- 
rity on which the revolution refts. Mr. Locke, who in his chapter on the 
abolition of government, fays, that the transfer of legiflative power is the 
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abolition of the ftate, not atransfer. Thus I may congratulate this houfe and 
myfelf, that it is one of the bleffings of the Britith conftitution, that it can- 
not perifh of a rapid mortality, nor die in a day, like the men who thould 
proteét her; any act that would deftroy the liberty of the people, is dead- 
born from the womb; men may put down the public caufe for a feafon, but 
another year would fee old conftitution advance the honors of his head, and 
the good inftitution of parliament fhaking off the tomb to reafcend in all its 
pomp and pride, and plenitude and privilege ! 

Sir, I have ftated thefe propofitions and the bill as a mere transfer of ex- 
ternal legiflative authority to the parliament of Great Britain, but I have un- 
derftated their mifchief: they go to taxation,taxes on the trade with the Bri- 
tifh plantations, taxes on the produce of foreign plantations, taxes on fome 
of the produce of the United States of North America ; they go to port du- 
ties, fuch as Great Britain laid on America! the mode is varied, but the prin- 
ciple is the fame. Here Great Britain takes the ftamp of the Irifh parliament ; 
Great Britain is to prefcribe, and Ireland is to obey ! We anticipate thc rape 
by previous furrender, and throw into the fcale our honor as well as our li- 
berty. Do not imagine that all thefe refolutions are mere aéts of regulation ; 
they are folid fub{tantial revenue, great part of your additional duty. I allow 
the bill excepts rum and tobacco; but the principle is retained, and the ope- 
ration of it only kept back. I have ftated that Great Britain may by thefe 
propofitions cruih your commerce, but fhall be told that the commercial jea- 
loufy of Great Britain is at an end. But are her wants at an end? Are her 
wifhes for Irifh fubfidy at an end? No; and may be gratified by laying 
colony duties on herfelf, and fo raifing on Ireland an imperial revenue to be 
fubfcribed by our parliament, without the confent of our parliament, and in 
defpite of our people. Or if a minifter {ould pleafe to turn himfelf to a ge- 
neral excife, if withing to relieve from the weight of further additional duties 
the hereditary revenuc now alienated, if withing to relieve the alarms of the 
Englifh manufacturers, who complain of our exemption from excifes, parti- 
cularly on foap, candles, and leather ; he fhould proceed on thofe already re- 
giftered articles of taxation, he might tax you by threats, fuggefting, that if 
you refufe to raife an excife on yourfelf, England will raife colony duties on 
both. See what a mighty inftrument of coercion this bill and thefe refolutions 
are. Stir, and the minifter can crufh you in the name of Great Britain; he can 
crufh your imports ; he can crufh your exports ; he can do this in a manner 
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peculiarly gratifying, by virtue of a claufe in a British aét of parliament that 
would feem to impofe the fame reftriétions on Great Britain; he can do this 
in a manner {till more offenfive by the immediate means of your own parlia- 
ment, who would be then an aétive cypher, and notorious ftamp in the hands 
of Great Britain, to forge and falfify the name and authority of the people of 
Ireland. I have confidcred your fituation under thefe propofitions with re- 
{pect to Great Britain: fee what would be your fituation with refpeét to the 
crown? You would have granted to the king a perpetual money bill, ora 
money bill to continue as long as the parliament of Great Britain fhall pleafe, 
with a covenant to increafe it as often as the Britifh parliainent fhall pleafe. 
By the refolutions a great part of the additional duty would have been fo 
granted; the trade of the country is made dependent on the parliament of 
Great Britain, and the crown is made lefs dependent on the parliament. of 
Ireland, and a code of prerogative added to a code of empire. If the mer- 
chant after this fhould petition you to lower your duties on the articles of 
trade, your anfwer, “ trade is in covenant.” If your conftituents fhould in- 
ftruét you to limit the bill of fupply, or pafs a fhort money bill, your anfwer, 
the purfe of the nation like her trade is in covenant.” No more of fix 
months money bills; no more of inftruétions from conftituents; that con- 
nection is broken by this bill; pafs this, you have no conftituents, you are not 
the reprefentative of the people of Ireland, but the regifter of the Britifh par- 
liament, and the equalizer of Britith duties ! 

In order to complete this chain of power, one link (Ido acknowledge} was 
wanting, a perpetual revenue bill, or a covenant from time to time to renew 
the bill for the colleétion thereof. The twentieth refolution, and this bill 
founded upon it, attain that object. Sir, this houfe refts on three pillars; your 
power over the annual mutiny bill; your power over the annual additional du- 
ties; yonr power over the collection of the revenue. The latter power is of great 
confequence, becaufe a great part of our revenues are granted for ever. Your 
anceftors were flaves ; and for their eftates, that is, for the aét of fettlement 
granted the hereditary revenue, and from that moment ceafed to be a parlia- 
ment; nor was it till many years after that parliament revived ; but it revived 
as you under this bill would continue ; without parliamentary power; every 
evil meafure derived argument, energy and effence from this unconftitutional 
fund. Ifa country gentleman complained of the expences of the crown, he 
was told a frugal government could go on without a parliament, and that we 
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held our exiftence, by withholding the difcharge of our duty. However, 
though the funds were granted for ever, the provifion tor the colleétion was 
inadequate; the fmuggler learned to evade the penalties, and parliament, 
though not neceffary for granting the hereditary revenue, became necetlary 
for its collection. Here then we reft on tliree pillars, the annual mutiny bill, 
the annual additional fupply, and the annual collection of the revenue. If 
you remove all thefe, this fabric falls; remove any one of them, and it tot- 
ters; for it is not the mace, nor the chain, nor this dome, but the deliberate 
voice refident therein that conftitutes the effence of parliament. Clog your 
deliberations, and you are no longer a parliament, with a thoufand gaudy 
furviving circuniftances of fhew and authority. 

Contemplate for a moment the powers this bill prefumes to perpetuate ; a 
perpetual repeal of trial by jury; a perpetual repeal of the great charter; a 
perpetual writ of affiftance ; a perpetual felony to ftrike an excifeman ! 

The late Chief Baron Burgh, fpeaking of the revenue bill, exclaimed, 
‘ you give to the dipping rule, what you fhould deny to the fceptre.” All the 
unconftitutional powers of the excife we are to perpetuate, the conftitutional 
powers of parliament we arc to abdicate. Can we do all this? Can we make 
thefe bulky furrenders, in diminution of the power, in derogation of the pride 
of parliament, and in violation of thofe eternal relationthips, which the body 
that reprefents fhould bear to the community which conftitutes ? 

The pretence given for this unconftitutional idea is weak indeed ; that as 
the benefits are permanent, fo fhould be the compenfation. But trade laws 
are to follow their nature, revenue laws to follow theirs. On the permanent 
nature of commercial advantages depends the faith of trade, on the limited 
nature of revenue laws depends the exiftence of parliament; but the error of 
the argument arifes from the vice of dealing. It is a market for a conftitu- 
tion; and a logic applicable to barter only, is applicd to freedom. To quality 
this dereliction of every principle and power, the furrender is made conttitu- 
tional; that is, the Britith market for the Irith conftitution, the thadow of a 
market for the fubftance of a conftitution! You are to referve an option, 
trade or liberty; if you mean to come to the Britith market, you mutt pafs 
under the Britifh yoke. I objeét to this principle in every fhape, whether you 
are, as the refolution was firft worded, direétly to transfer legiflative power 
to the Britith parliament; whether, as it was afterwards altered, you are to 
covenant to fubfcribe her aéts; or whether, as it is now foftened, you are 
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to take the chance of the Britifh market, fo long as you wave the bleffings 
of the Britith conftitution—terms difhonorable, derogatory, incapable of 
forming the foundation of any fair and friendly fettlement, injurious to the 
political morality of the nation ; I would not harbour a flavith principle, nor 
give it the hofpitality of a night’s lodging in a land of liberty! Slavery is 
like any other vice: tolerate and you embrace; you fhould guard your con- 
ftitution by fettled maxims of honor, as well as wholefome rules of law ; and 
one maxim fhould be, never to tolerate a condition, which trenches on the 
privileges of parliament, or derogates from the pride of the ifland. Liberal 
in matters of revenue, practicable in matters of commerce ; on thefe fubjeés 
I would be inexorable: if the genius of Old England came to that bar, with 
the Britifh conftitution in one hand, and in the other an offer of all that Eng- 
land retains or all that the has loft of commerce, I thould turn’ my back on 
the latter, and pay my obedience to the bleflings of her conftitution ; for that 
conftitution will give you commerce, and it was the lofs of that conftitution, 
that deprived you of commerce. Why are you not now a woollen country ? 
becaufe another country regulated your trade. Why are you not now a coun- 
try of re-export? becaufe another country regulated your navigation. I 
oppofe the original terms as flavifh, and I oppofe the conditional claufe as an 
artful way of introducing flavery, of foothing a high-fpirited nation into a 
fubmiffion by the ignominious delufion that fhe may fhake off the yoke when 
fhe pleafes, and once more become a free people. The direét unconftitu- 
tional propofition could not have been liftened to, and therefore refort is had 
to the only poffible chance of deftroying the liberty of the people, by holding 
up the bright reverfion of the Britifh conftitution, and the fpeculation of fu- 
ture liberty, as a confolation for the prefent fubmiffion. But would any gen- 
tleman here wear a livery to-night, beeaufe he might lay it afide in the morn- 
ing? or would this houfe fubftitute another, becaufe next year it might re- 
fume its authority, and once more become the parliament of Ireland. I do 
not believe we fhould get the Britifh, but I do not want to make an experi- 
ment on the Britifh market, by making an experiment likewife on thie confti- 
tution and fpirit of the people of Ireland. But do not imagine if you fhall 
yield for a year, you will get fo eafily clear of this inglorious experiment; if 
this is not the Britifh market, why accept the adjuftment? and if it is, the be- 
nefit thereof may take away your deliberative voice. You will be bribed out 
of your conftitution by your commerce; there are two ways of taking away 
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free will, the one by direét compulfion, the other by eftablifhing a prepollent 
motive. Thus a fervant of the crown may lofe his free will, when he is to 
give his vote at the hazard of his office; and thus a parliament would lofe 
its free will, if it acted under a conviétion, that it exercifed its deliberative 
funGtion at the rifk of its commerce. No one queftion would ftand upon its 
own legs, but each queftion would involve every confideration of trade, and 
indeed the whole relative fituation of the two countries. And I befeech you to 
confider that fituation, and contemplate the powers of your own country, be- 
fore you agree to furrender them. Recollect that you have nowa nght to 
trade with the Britith plantations, in certain articles, without reference to Bn- 
tith duties; that you have a right to trade with the Britifh plantations in 
every other article, fubjeét to the Britith duties; that you have a right to 
get clear of each and every other part of that bargain ; that you have a right 
to take the produce of foreign plantations, fubjeét to your own unftipulated 
duties; that you have a right to carry on a free and unqualified trade with 
the United States of North America; that you have a right to carry on an 
experimental trade in countries contiguous to which Great Britain has efta- 
blifhed her monopolics, the power of trade this, and an inftrument of power, 
and ftation, and authority in the Britith empire! Confider that you have like- 
wife a right to the exclufive fupply of your own market, and to the exclufive 
of the rudiment of your manufactures; that you have an abfolute dominion 
over the public purfe and over the collection of the revenue. If you afk me 
how you fhall ufe thefe powers, I fay for Ireland with due regard to the Bri- 
tifh nation, let them be governed by the fpirit of concord, and with fidelity 
to the conneétion; but when the mover of the bill afks me to furrender thofe 
powers, I am aftonifhed at him. I have neither ears, nor eyes, nor func- 
tions to make fuch a facrifice. What! that free trade, for which we exerted 
every nerve in 1779; that free conftitution, for which we pledged life and for- 
tune in 1782! Our lives are at the fervice of the empire; but our liberties ! 
no—we received them from our Father, which is in Heaven, and we will hand 
them down to our children. But if gentlemen can entertain a doubt of the 
mifchief of thefe propofitions, are they convinced of their fafety ? the fafety 
of giving up the government of your trade? No! the mifchief is prominent, 
but the advantage is of a moft enigmatical nature. Have gentlemen confi- 
dered the fubjeét, have they traced over the map of the countries, the power 
or freedom of trading with whom they are to furrender for ever? Have they 
traced ; 
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traced the map of Afia, Africa, and America? Do they know the French, 
Dutch, Portuguefe, and Spanifh fettlements? Do they know the neutral 
powers of thofe countries, their produce, aptitudes, and difpofitions ? Have 
they confidered the ftate of North America ? its prefent ftate, future growth, 
and every opportunity in the endlefs fucceffion of time attending that nurfc 
of commerce and afylum of mankind? Are they now competent to declare 
on the part of themfelves and all their pofterity, that a free trade to thofe re- 
gions will never in the influx of time be of any fervice to the kingdom of 
Ireland? If they have information on this fubjeét, it muft be by a communi- 
cation with God, for they have none with man: it muft be infpiration, for it 
cannot be knowledge. In fuch circumftances to fubfcribe this agreement, 
without knowledge, without even the affectation of knowledge, when Great 
Britain with all her experience and every means of information from Eaft 
Indies, Weft Indies, America, and with the official knowledge at her feet, 
has taken fix months to deliberate, and has now produced twenty refolutions 
with an hiftory to each, amounting to a code of empire, nota fyftem of com- 
merce: I fay in fuch circumftances for Ireland to fubfcribe this agreement, 
would be infatuation, an infatuation to which the nation could not bea party, 
but would appear to be concluded, indeed huddled with all her pofterity into 
a fallacious arrangement, by the influence of the crown, without the delibe- 
ration of parliament, or the confent of the people! This would appear the 
more inexcufable, becaufe we are not driven to it; adjuftment is not indif- 
pentible; the great points have been carried! An inferior queftion about the 
home market has been ftarted, and a commercial fever artificially raifed, but 
while the great points remain undifturbed, the nations cannot be committed ; 
the manufacturers applied for protecting duties, and have failed; the minifter 
offered a fy{tem of reciprocity, and fucceeded in Ireland, but has failed in 
England; he makes you another offer inconfiftent with the former, which 
offer the Englith do not fupport, and the Irifh deprecate. We can go on, we 
have a growing profperity, and as yet an excinption from intolerable taxes ; 
we can from time to time regulate our own commerce, cherifh our manufac- 
tures, keep down our taxes, and bring on our people, and brood over the 
growing profperity of young Ireland. In the mean time we will guard our 
free trade and free conftitution as our only real refources; they were the 
{truggles of great virtue, the refult of muclr perfeverance, and our broad bafe 
of public action! We thould recolleét that this houfe may now, with peculiar 
propriety, interpofe, becaufe you did with great zeal and fuccefs, on this very 
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fubjedt of trade, bring on the people, and you did with great prudence and mo- 
deration, on another occafion, check a certain defcription of the people. Thus 
mediating between extremes, you will preferve this ifland long, and preferve 
her with a certain degree of renown. ‘Thus faithful to the conftitution of the 
country, you will command and infure her tranquillity, for our beft autho- 
rity with the people is, protection afforded againft the minifters of the crown. 
It is not public clamour, but public injury, that fhould alarm you; your 
high ground of expoftulation with your fellow fubjects has been your fer- 
vices; the free trade you have given the merchant, and the free conftitution 
you have given the ifland! Make your third great effort, preferve them, and 
with them preferve unaltered your own calm fenfe of public right, the dig- 
nity of the parliament, the majefty of the people, and the powers of the 
ifland! Keep them unfullied, uncovenanted, uncircumfcribed, and unftipen- 
diary! Thefe paths are the paths to glory; and let me add, thefe ways are 
the ways of peace: fo fhall the profperity of your country, though without a 
tongue to thank you, yet laden with the blefiings of conftitution and of com- 
merce, bear atteftation to your fervices, and wait on your progrefs with invo- 
luntary praife ! 


No. LXXVII. 


The Refolutions of the Irifh Houfe of Commons relating to the Treaty of Na- 
vigation and Commerce with the French King. (P. 172.) 


1. RESOLVED, That it appears to this committee to be expedient, that 
all articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the European domi- 
nions of the French King, which are not fpecified in the fixth article of the 
treaty of navigation and commerce between his Britannic Majefty and the 
Moft Chriftian King, figned at Verfailles the 26th of September, 1786, fhall 
be imported into this kingdom on payment of duties as low as any, which 
fhall be payable on the importation of the like articles from any other Euro- 
pean nation. 

2. Refolved, That it appears to this committee to be expedient, that the 
duty to be paid on wines imported dire@tly from France into Ireland fhall be 
no higher than thofe duties which they now pay. 

3. Refolved, That it appears to this committee, that the duty hereafter to 
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be paid upon beer, the produce or inanufacture of the European dominions 
of the Freneh King, imported into this kingdom, fhall be at the rate of 30. 
per centum ad valorem. 

A. Refolved, That it appears to this eommittee to be expedient, that the 
duty hereafter to be paid for all cabinet work and turnery, and for all inftru- 
ments of mufic, being of the manufacture of the European dominions of the 
French King, imported into this kingdom, fhall be at the rate of 10/. per cen- 
tum ad valorem. 

5. Refolved, That it appears to this committee to be expedient, that the 
duty hereafter to be paid for all articles eompofed of iron or fteel feparately or 
mixed, or worked or mounted with other fubftanees, fueh articles being of 
the manufacture of the European dominions of the Freneh King, and not ex- 
ceeding in their value 50s. Britifh, or 54s. 2d. Inth currency, by the hundred 
weight, imported into this kingdom, fhall be at the rate of 52. per centum 
ad valorem. ; 

6. Refolved, That it appears to this committee to be expedient, that the 
duty hereafter to be paid for all articles compofed of iron or fteel feparately 
or mixed, or worked or mounted with other fubftanees, and exeeeding in their 
value 50s. Britifh, or 54s. 2d. Infh eurreney, by the hundred weight; and 
for all buttons, buekles, knives or {ciffars, and for all other artieles of hard- 
ware or cutlery, and for all articles compofed of copper and brafs fepa- 
rately or mixed, or worked or mounted with other fubftanees, fueh articles 
being of the manufacture of the European dominions of the Freneh King, 
imported into this kingdom, fhall be at the rate of 10/. per centum ad 
calorem. 

7. Refolved, That it appears to this committee to be expedient, that the 
duty hereafter to be paid upon all forts of eottons and woollens, whether knit 
or woven, including hofiery, the product or manufacture of the European 
dominions of the French King, imported into this kingdom, fhiall be at the 
rate of 12/. per centum ad valorem. 

8. Refolved, That it appears to this eommittee to be expedient, that the 
duty hereafter to be paid upon all linens made of flax or hemp, of the manu- 
facture of the European dominions of the French King, imported into this 
kingdom, thall be no higher than the duty which linens, the manufa¢ture of 
Holland, imported into this kingdom, now pay. 

g. Refolved, That it appears to this committee to be expedient, that the 
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duty hereafter to be paid for cambrics and lawns, being of the manufacture 
of the European dominions of the French king, imported into this kingdom, 
fhall be for every demi piece of cambric, and for every demi piece of lawn, 
not exceeding feven yards and three quarters of a yard Englifh meafure in 
length, and not being above the value of 50s. Britith, or 54s. 2d. [vith currency, 
refpeétively 5s. 5d. and fo in proportion for any greater length ; and that the 
duty for any cambric imported in demi pieces exceeding feven-eighths of a 
yard Englith meafure in breadth, and for any lawn imported in pieces ex- 
ceeding one yard and a quarter I:nglifh meafure in breadth, and being above 
the value of 50s. Britifh, or 545. 2d. Irith currency, refpeétively, fhall be 10/. 
per centum ad valorem. 

10. Refolved, That it appears to this committee to be expedient, that the 
duty hereafter to be paid upon all fadlery, of the manufa@ure of the Euro- 
pean dominions of the French king, imported into this kingdom, fhall be at 
the rate of 15/. per centum ad valorem. 

11. Refolved, That it appears to this.committee to be expedient that the 
duty hereafter to be paid upon gauzes of all forts of the manufaéture of the 
European dominions of the French king, imported into this kingdom, fhall be 
at the rate of 15/. per centwm ad valorem. 

12. Refolved, That it appears to this committee to be expedient that the 
duty hereafter to be paid upon the importation into this kingdom of millinery 
made up of muflin, lawn, cambrick or gauze of any kind, or of any other ar- 
ticle fpecified in the fixth article of the faid treaty of navigation and com- 
merce, of the manufaéture of the European dominions of the French king, 
fhall be at the rate of 12/. per centum ad valorem; and that if any article not 
fo fpecified, and which may be legally imported into this kingdom, fhall be 
ufed in fuch millinery, fuch articles fhall pay duties as if feparately imported 
into this kingdom. 

- 13. Refolved, That it appears to this committee to be expedient that the 
duty hereafter to be paid upon all porcelains, earthen-ware and pottery of the 
manufacture of the European dominions of the French king, imported into 
this kingdom, thall be at the rate of 122. per centum ad valorem. 
' 14. Refolved, That it appears to this committee to be expedient that the 
duty hereafter to be paid upon all elafs and glafs-ware of the manufacture of 
the European dominions of the French king, imported into this kingdom, 
fhall be at the rate of 12¢. per centum ad valorem. 

Ocha 15. Refolved, 
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15. Refolved, That it appears to this committee to be expedient that beer 
being of the manufaéture of the European dominions of the French king, im- 
ported into this kingdom, fhall pay, over and above the duty to be paid on 
the importation thereof, a further duty fufficient to countervail the internal 
duty actually paid on beer brewed in Ireland. 


' No. LXXVIII. 
Mr. Grattan’s fpeech upon Tithes. (P. 185.) 


Mr. Gratran.—The people in the fouth have grievances, and one of their 
principal grievances is tithe; do not take it on my authority, go into a com- 
mittee. It las been faid in defence of clerical exaétions, that though fome- 
times exorbitant, they have never been illegal. I deny it; and will produce 
proof at your bar, that exaétions in fome of the difturbed parts have been not 
exorbitant only, but illegal likewife. I will prove that, in many inftances, 
tithe has been demanded, and paid for turf; that tithe of turf has been af- 
feffed at one or two fhillings a houfe like hearth-money; and in addition to 
hearth-money, with this difference, that in the cafe of hearth-money, there is 
an exemption for the poor of a certain defcription ; but here it is the poor of 
the pooreft order, that is the moft refiftlefs people, who pay. I will prove to 
you, that men have been excommunicated by a moft illegal fentence, for re- 
fufing to pay tithe of turf. I have two decrees in my hand from the Vicarial 
Court of Cloyne; tlie firft excommunicating one man, the fecond excommu- 
nicating four men moft illegally, moft arbitrarily, for refufing to pay tithe of 
turf: nor has tithe of turf, without pretence of law or cuftom been a practice 
only; but in fome part of the fouth, it has been a formed exaétion with its 
own diftiné and facetious appellation, the familiar denomination of fmoke- 
money. A right to tithe of turf has been ufurped againft law, and a legifla- 
tive power of commutation lias been exercifed, I fuppofe for familiarity of ap- 
pellation and facility of colleétion. 

I am ready, if the houfe will go into the enquiry, to name the men, the pa- 
rifh, and all the circumfiances. 

I underftand that in fome cafes this demand has ceafed ; that is, it has been 
interrupted by the terror of refiftance ; not by a refpect for the law (a fad en- 
couragement this to difturbance) but even in fome of thefe cafes the claim 
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has been preferved, though the attempt has been deterred, and to an endea- 
vour to preferve this claim, and to infert it in the body of the agreement with 
the parith, are we to attribute in fome places, I underftaud, the defeat of com- 
pofition and of concord, 

It has been urged, the law would relieve in the cafe of demand for tithe of 
turf; but you have admitted the poverty of the peafant, and you cannot 
deny the expence of litigation. Sir, the law has been applied, and has 
not relieved. 

I have authority from a perfon, now a moft eminent judge, and fome years 
ago a moft diftinguifhed lawyer, to affirm to this houfe, that he in the courfe 
of his profeffion, did repeatedly take exceptions to libels in the Spiritual Court 
for tithe of turf, and that they were uniformly over-ruled; and I have the 
fame authority to affirm to you, that the Spiritual Courts do maintain a right 
to tithe of turf, and that in fo doing, they have aéted, and do aé in grofs 
violation of the law. 

I am informed that tithe has been demanded for furze fpent on the pre- 
mifes ; and therefore, in circumftances not fubjeé to tithe, a demand oppref- 
five to the poor, and repugnant to the law. 

Under this head the allegation is, that in fome of the difturbed parithes of 
the fouth, tithe has been demanded and paid without cuftom, and again{t 
law; and that the ecclefiaftical courts have allowed fuch demands againtt 
Jaw; and this will be verified on oath. 

The exaétions of the tithe-proétor are anothier inftance of illegality ; he gets, 
he exacts, he extorts from the parifhioners, in fome of the difturbed parifhes 
one, frequently two fhillings in the pound. The clergyman’s agent is then 
paid by the parith, and paid extravagantly. The landlord's agent is not paid 
in this manner, your tenants do not pay your agent ten per cent. or five per 
cent. or any per centage at all. What right has the clergyman to throw his 
agent on his parifh? As well might he make them pay the wages of his butler, 
or his footman, or his coachman, or his poftillion, or his cook. 

This demand, palpably illegal, muft have commenced in bribery ; an illegal 
perquifite growing out of the abufe of power; a bribe for mercy: as if the 
tithe-pro¢ctor were the natural paftoral-proteéctor of the poverty of the peafant,,. 
againft the poffible oppreflions of the law, and the exactions of the gofpcl. 
He was fuppofed to take lefs than his employer would exact, or the law would 
allow ; and was bribed by the fweat of the poor for his perfidy and mercy. 

This 
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This original bribe has now become a ftated perquifite ; and, inftead of being 
payment for moderation, it is now a per centage on rapacity. The more he 
extorts for the parfon, the more he fhall get for himfelf. 

Are there any deeent clergymen who will defend fuch a praetice? Will they 
allow that the men they employ are ruffians, who would chéat the parfon, if 
they did not plunder the poor; and that the clerical remedy againft conni- 
vance, is to make the poecr pay a premium for the encreafe of that plunder 
and exaction, of which they themfelves are the objects ? 

I excufe the tithe-proctor; the law is in fault which gives great and fum- 
mary powers to the indefinite claims of the church, and fuffers both to be 
vetted in the hands, not only of the parfon, but of a wretch who follows his 
own nature, when he converts authority into eorruption, and law into 
peculation. . 

I have feen a catalogue of fome of their charges; fo much for potatoes ; 
fo much for wheat ; fo inuch for oats; fo much for hay---all exorbitant: and 
after a long lift of unconfcionable demands for the parfon, comes in a pecu- 
lation for the proctor: two fhillings in the pound for proétorage ; that is, for 
making a charge, for whofe cxcefs and extravagance the proétor ought not to 
have been paid, but punithed. 

Thus peculation has now become a law; the proétor’s fees, paid at firft, for 
alow valuation, are now in fome cafes added to a full one; and the parifh is 
obliged to pay ten per cent. to the proétor, for the privilege of paying the full 
tithe to the parfon. 

Under this head the allegation is, that the tithe-proétors in certain parifhes 
of the fouth, do afk and extort from the poor parifhioners one or two fhillings 
in the pound under the defcription of proctorage; a fee at once illegal and 
oppretiive ; and this they are ready to verify at your bar. 

It has been faid, that an equity has been always obferved in favor of the 
tiller of the foil. This, I underftand, will be controverted, and it will be 
proved, that in fome of the difturbed parifhes, the demands of the following 
articles will be found to pay tithe: wheat, potatoes, barley, bere, rye, flax, 
hemp, flicep, lambs, milch-cows, turf, pigs, apples, peaches, bees, cabbage, 
oziers; in fome, oblations, Eafter-ofterings, burial-money. 

I underfiand that every thing, of any confequence, which is tithed in any 
part of Ireland, is tithed in Munfter; that potatoes, which are tithed in no 
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other part of Ireland, are tithed here ;, and that each article is, in moft of the 
difturbexd parts, tithed higher thap in any other part of Ireland. 

I underftand that it will appear, that in fome parts of Kerry, they tithe po- 
tatoes 1/7. wheat 16s. barley 13s. oats 12s. hay 2s. 

In Kerry they do not meafure by the acre, but the {pade. They reckon, as 
Iam informed, the breadth of their potatoe-ridge, or trench, to be an Irith 
perch, or ten feet and an half, the lengtl: therefore when 320 perches make an 
acre, they meafure by the fpade length, which is five feet and a half long; 
twenty of thefe Irith {pades they fuppofe to contain eighteen ftone of pota- 
toes, or what they call two Kerry pecks; and as there are little more than 61 
fcore fpades in the bed of 320 perches, that is, in an acre, the whole quantity 
of potatoes is valued at 1100, or 122 Kerry pecks, which averages at twenty- 
pence the peck, that is 20s. the acre for tithe of potatoes. 

In a parifh in the county of Cork, | underftand, the following demand was 
made and paid : 

Wheat 8s. the English acre; barley the fame; meadow 4s. oats 4s. pota- 
toes 12s. proctor’s fees 2s. 2d. in the pound, and this not for one year, but a. 
fucceffion. This, when valued by the Irith acre, is for wheat 13s. barley 13s. 
meadow 6s. 6d. oats 6s. 6d. potatoes 1Qs. 

This will better appear, by ftating to you fome of the proctor’s bills for a 
feries of years, which I underftand will be proved at your bar. 


In the year 1782. C Saeed, 

For 113 Englifh acres of meadow - - 21 16 0 
16 ditto barley - - - el aa 

8 ditto oats” - - - - oon pet) 

2 ditto potatoes - ~ - 7 ad Oo 

2s. proctorage F oe ~~ ao CO 


In the year 1783. 


Yor 92 Englifh acres of meadow : - - BS On 40 

18 ditto oats e - - Pe Ost. 

4 ditto potatoes - > - CS 0 

2s. in the pound proctorage, — - fs Dailies 2 12 0 
Valuation for 1784.. 

74 acres of meadow - = - 14 AO» O 

Q ditto fecond crop potatoes - - 4 10 0 


For 
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For 1785. lL eel 

8 acres barley fecond crop - - a 1gere 

1 ditto potatoes fecond crop - - oe eC oO 

For 1786. 

3 acres and half potatoes and flax - 2 a) 
2 ditto barley - - - 0 16 0 
7 ditto meadow - = - a: ee) 

10 cows o ; - o O 3 4 


You will obferve that thefe are all the Englifh acre, and make the acreable 
ratages about what I have ftated, in round numbers. 

I have alfo to produce feveral atfidavits of different people, (peafants I fup- 
pofe they are) from the county of Cork. The brief of which affidavits I will 
now ftate to you: they depofe,- that a charge was made of ten fhillings (Eng- 
lifh acre I am informed) for wheat, and ten for potatoes, of the worft kind. 

That a charge was made of twenty fhillings for an acre and half of barley, 
and that the crop was a bad one. 

That a charge was made and exacted, of fifteen fhillings for half an Englith 
acre of wheat, and half an acre of oats. 

They prove that the tithe has encreafed of late, in fome parts, from 5 to 8 
or 10 fhillings the Englifh acre for potatoes ; from 4 to 8 or 10 fhillings for 
wheat ; and for barley, oats, and hay, in a fimilar proportion. 

They prove that the charges in the ecclefiaftical courts have fwelled to ten 
times the original fum. 

They prove that the tithe demanded in 1786, in fome inftances exceeded 
the rack-rent of the land; they prove that it is a pra¢tice to charge for more 
acres than the peafant has in tillage; and they produce the charge of the 
proctor, and the return of the furveyor ; they prove that the prices charged 
in fome inftances in 1786, exceeded the value of the tithe. 

They prove an unchriftian and uncharitable exaction. What credit is to 
be given to thefe affidavits, you will be tle beft judge when you go into the 
commitee ; but this I think, even on thé ftatement you can decide, that thefe 
peafants have been oppreffed by tithe, and however fondly and partially thefe 
men may ftate their own cafe, yet it appears that they have a cafe which you 
ought to confider, and that there has not been that moderation on the part of 
parfon and proctor, as by the former is fo confidently alleged. 

T underftand 
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I underftand in the courfe of your enquiry it will appear, that a living has 
been lately and rapidly raifed from 60/. to 300/. by the new incumbent ; that 
a farm from 12/. a year tithe, has been raifed to 60/.; that a living in thefe 
difturbed parts from 130/. has been in the fame manner and expedition raifed 
to 340/.; that another living in thefe ditturbed parts, in the fame manner, has 
been raifed from 300/. to 10000. 

I underftand it will appear to you, that 14/7. have been demanded and paid 
for 11 acres, the rent of which was only 11/. 11s.; that flax has been in fome 
of thofe difturbed parts rated exorbitantly ; that rape has been rated at one 
guinea an acre ; nay one return goes fo far as to fay, 16/. were demanded for 
four acres of rape. Thefe particulars you will judge of, when you open your 
committee, how far they may be exaggerations, how far they may be grie- 
vances, after every allowance for fanguine fiatement on the part of the huf- 
bandman. 

But there are fome returns, which cannot be exaggerations, and which are 
exorbitant: they are the returns of the proper officer appointed by the Court 
of Chancery, to try petitions under the compenfation aét. 


From Limerick there are five; one is 


Flax - - from 10s. to Os. Meadow -_ from 2s. 3d. to 3s. 
Potatoes - - - 8 — 10 Sheep - - - 0 4 — O 
Wheat - - - 6 — 0 (esas wo Ss — © 
Barley - - - 6 — oO COs a  - 6 2  — © 
Oats - - - - 4 — 5 Receivers fees - 2 2 — O 


Proved to have been conftantly paid. 


November 5th, 1787—Average valuation allowed. 


Pee ee OS OR. Oats - - - - As. Od.)3 
oe GG Meadow - - - 2 10 ¢8 
Rye' - - - - - 6 O o 
Cows, 4d. each. 
Oétober 31ft, 1787—Average valuation allowed. 
Potatoes - - - - 10s, Od. Oats - - - - 5s, 04293 
Wheat - - - - 10 O Meadow - - - 3 O 9 


Cows, 3d. each. 
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December 19th, 1787—Average valuation allowed. 


Wheat - - - - Qs. Od. Oats - - - - 48 64)% 
Rotatogss .- - = else Meadow - - - 2 6 ¢B 
Barley -— ee er 3 


Sheep, 4d. Cows, 2d. each. 


Oétober 18th, 1787—Valuation per report made to the Lord Chancellor. 


Potatoes - - - - 12s. Od. Barley - - - - 10s. 0d. 

i+ Em ee eee Wem Ong ec deo oe gee 

feb) 

Ll eee | athe) Meadow - - - 6 O({8 

2 rar) 
Wheat - - - - 10 O 


Cows, 3d. Sheep and Lambs together, 3¢. 


I hall now read you the return from Cork, from the proper officer ap- 
pointed to try petitions. The return confifts of different acreable ratages. 


The acre, I am told, in that country, is the Englith acre: if fo the ratages are 
as follow: 


Potatoes. Wheat. Barley. Oats. Meadow. 
E. Acre. Ir. Acre. ]E. Acre. Ir. Acre. | E. Acre. Ir. Acre. | E. Acre. Ir, Acre. |E. Acre. Ir. Acre. 
Ss Sais S. s. a. S: S$. S. Sma ies Sin ah 
5 & 1 O Oo O O Oo O O Oo O O Oo O 
6 g Q O Oo O O Oo oO O oO O O 0 O 
7 alae 6 9 9 fe) oO O D. Bia A fe) 0 O 
8 13 O vA 11 O O Oo O 3 A 10 2 3.3 
9 14 0 8 ht @ 5 8 @l A 6 6 2 A 10 
10 16 ©.| 10 6 Bo 6 9 9 5 Oo 8 A 6 6 


I believe there is no man who hears thefe charges, that will not pronounce 
fome of them exorbitant, unconfcionable, and totally different from thofe 
which the advocates for tithe have ventured publicly to acknowledge or de- 
fend. I believe no man who hears thefe ratages, that will not fay, that fome 
of them preclude the idea of any equity in favor of the tiller of the foil, and 
that the perfon who makes fuch a demand means to exaét the laft penny of 
his claim, and if he talks of moderation is a hypocrite. 

As to potatoes, the clergyman ought not to proceed with reference to the 
produce, but the price of labour: in the parts of which I have been {peaking, 
the price of labour is not more than 5d. a day the year round; that is, 0/. 4s. 
the year; fuppofing the labourer to work every day but Sunday, making an 
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allowance for ficknefs, broken weather, and holidays, you fhould firike off 
more than a fixth: he has not in faét then more than 5/. a year by his labour; 
his family average above five perfons, nearer fix, of whom the wife may make 
fomething by fpinning (in thefe parts of the country there are confiderable 
manufaciories). Five pounds a year, with the wife’s fmall earnings, is the 
capital to fupport fuch a family, and pay rent and hearth-money, and in fome 
cafes of illegal exa¢tion, fmoke-money to the parfon. When a gentleman of 
the church of Ireland comes to a peafant fo circumftanced, and demands 12 
or 16s. an acre for tithe of potatoes---he demands a child’s provifion---he 
exacts contribution from a pauper---he gleans from wretchednefs---he leafes 
from penury---he fattens on hunger, raggednefs, and deftitution. In vain 
fhall he ftate to fuch a man, the proctor’s valuation, and inform him, that an 
acre of potatoes, well tilled, and in good ground, fhould produce fo many 
barrels; that cach barrel at the market price is worth fo many fhillings, which 
after allowing for digging, tithes at fo much. 

The peafaut may anfwer this reafoning by the Bible: he may fet up againfi 
the tithe-proctor’s valuation the New Teftament; the precepts of Chritt 
againft the clergyman’s arithmetic; the parfon’s {piritual profeflions againit 
his temporal exactions, and in the argument, the peafaut would have the ad- 
vantage of the parfon. It is an odious conteft between poverty and luxury— 
between the ftruggles of a pauper and the luxury of a prieft. 

Such a man, making fuch a demand, may have many good qualities; may 
be a good theologian; an excellent controverfialift; deeply read in church 
hiftory ; very accurate in the value of church benefices ; an excellent high 
prieft---but no Chriftian paftor. He is not the idea of a Chriftian minifter ; 
the White-boy is the leaft of his foes; his great enemy is the precept of thic 
gofpel and the example of the apoftles. . 

With refpect to the rudiments of manufacture, you ought not to proceed 
according either to the produce or to the price of labour; you fhould obferve 
an equity in favor of the manufacturer. When 12s. an acre are demanded 
for flax, the tithe is fatal to the progrefs of the linen trade in the fouth; and 
the great word increafe and multiply meets obftruction in this inftance, from 
fome of the minifters of the gofpel, or thofe employed by them, preventing 
the growth of manufacture and population, by the excefs of demand and the 
love of riches. England eftablithed a modus for flax, a modus of 5s. an acre, 
and yet the linen manufacture is not the ftaple of England, but was given up 
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by England to be the ftaple of Ireland. The parliament of England eftablithes 
there a modus of 5s. an acre for your ftaple, and fome of your clergy here 
demand for it 12s. an acre. ; 

Under the head of excefs the following allegation is fubmitted to your con- 
fideration; that in certain parifhes of the fouth the charge for tithe has been 
uncon{cionable, and has not obferved any equity in favor of the hufbandman, 
the poor, or the manufacturer. 

But the law would relieve: turn to the ecclefiaftical courts---the judge is a 
clergyman, or appointed by a clergyman, and of courfe is a party judge; and 
though in fome cafes his perfonal reétitude may correét his fituation, and 
prevent him from being a partial, yet, from the conftitution of his court, he 
is aparty judge. ‘The ecclefiaftical courtsin England maintained eravel and 
ftone to be titheable; as fome of ours have maintained turf to be titheable. 
Lord Holt faid, they made every thing titheable; but, fays he, I do not re- 
gard that; the pope, from whom our clergy derive their claim, though they 
depart from its alleged application, fubjeéted to tithe the gains of the mer- 
chant, and the pay of the army: the canons went farther, and held the tithe 
of fornication and adultery to be the undoubted property of the church. 
We are now too enlightened to liften to claims carried to fo very great an 
extent, and ecclefiaftical courts are lefs extravagant now; but ftill, the prin- 
ciple continues, the bias continues---fiill they are party courts; the evidence, 
like the judge, is a party; he is worfe, he is frequently the fervant of the 
party, and the nature of his evidence is the beft calculated to give every 
latitude to partiality and corruption: he generally views the crop, when the 
crop is ripe, or when the ground is red; in the firft cafe, he cannot, with any 
great accuracy, afcertain the quantum of produce, and in the laft cafe, he 
cannot, with any accuracy at all; and yet, without furvey, without meafure, 
and in fome cafes, without infpection of the crop, hear lim fwearing before a 
party judge, to the quantum of ground and produce. 

I have felected fome cafes from the Vicar’s Court of Cafhel. I will read 
them, and on fome of them will make fuch obfervations as occur to me. I 
will begtn with the year 1766, to prove the prefent mode and meafure to be 
encroachment. 

1766. 

Seymour againft Burke.---Subtracted two-thirds of two acres of bere, two 
acres of oats, five acres of oats and one acre and an half of potatoes, and 
three acres of meadowing, parifh of Ballybrood, and county of Limerick, 
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valued at 1/. 12s. it was proved, that all the tithes of the faid parifh belonged 
to promovent, and that two-thirds of the tithes were fubtracted by the im- 
pugnant. 

Hanley againft Ryan and others.---Seven lambs and forty-two fheep, 8s. 2d. 
---one acre of oats and potatoes, 3s.---half an acre of oats, 1s. 6d.---feven acres 
of meadow, at 1s. 6d. per acre, 10s. 6d. 

1767.---They had two acres of potatoes, 10s.---two acres of new potatoes, 
12s.---three roods of oats, 2s. 3d.---fix acres of meadow, at 1s. 6d. an acre--- 
forty-one fheep, and twelve lambs, at 2d. a piece, 8s. 10d. 

1768.---They had four acres of potatoes, 1/.---half an acre of new potatoes, 
3s.---fix acres of meadow, Qs. 

September 1, 1769---Knockgraffon. 

The Reverend Nicholas Herbert againft Parker.---Eight acres of wheat, 
at 5s. an acre. 

AMaffey againft Smithwick.---Oats one acre and an half, 6s. on the lands of 
Ballynagrana, in the panith of Emly. 

Morgan againit Fitzpatrick.---Ballydarrid, diocefe of Cafhel. One acre and 
an half of bere, 7s. 6d.---two acres of meadow, at 2s. 6d. each, 5s.---three 
acres of oats, at 2s. 6d. each, 75. 6d. 

February 16, 1771. 

Door Jervais againft the Alorrifey’s.---Half an acre of potatoes, 4s.---one 
acre and a half of wheat, 12s.---fix acres of meadow, 18s.---two acres of oats, 
8s.---one acre of wheat and fome potatoes, 8s.---one acre of wheat and fome 
potatoes, 6s.---one acre of wheat and fome potatoes, 8s.---half an acre of po- 
tatoes and oats, 3s.---half an acre of wheat, 4s.---half an acre of potatoes, 4s. 
---one acre of oats and potatoes, 6s. 

Cooper againtt Gliffan.---One acre of oats, 3s. 6d.---one acre of bere, 5s. --- 
two acres of wheat, 10s.---two acres of rape, 145. 

February 8, 1772. 

Lloyd againkt Hourigan.---Subtracted in 1770, an orchard, on the lands of 
Grange, in the pariil of Cahirconlifh, two-thirds of the tithes, 14. 6s. 8d. and 
on the lands of Knockeen, another orchard, two-thirds of the tithes of which, 
16s. 8d. 

Hanley againft Sadlier.---Thirty acres of meadow, at 1s. 1d. an acre--- 
twelve acres of meadow, at 1s. 6d. an acre---Decreed, with 6s. 8d. coft. Note, 


the lands in the Union of Toom. 
January 


86 APPENDIX. 


January 23, 1773. 

Blake againft Bryan.---Brittas in the parith of Thurles, impugnant, in 1771 
fubtraéted two one-half acres of potatocs, at 7s. 6d.---one acre of barley, at 
5s.---eighteen acres of meadow, at 3s.---And in 1772 he fubtraéted feven one- 
half acres, at 8s.---four one-half acres of bere, at 7s.---four one-half acres of 
barley, at 5s.---eight acres of oats, at 5s.---twelve acres of meadow, at 3s. 

January 8, 1774. 

Afoore againft feveral Perfons.---Barley, 6s. 6d. an acre---wheat, 75.--- 
meadow, 2s. 6¢.---potatoes, 8s.---in the parifh of Emly. 

Rial againft feveral perfons.---Five one-half acres of potatoes, 1/. 13s.--- 
two acres of oats, 8s.---one one-half acre of meadow, 6s.---one acre of rape, 
85.---Killenaule, decreed with 6d. coft in each. 

Cooper againtt Glifjan.---Bere, 5s. an acre---oats, 4s. an acre---oats, 3s. 6d. 
an acre---wheat, 5s. Deanefgrove, in the parifh of the Rocks. 

Herbert againft JL‘Encraw.---Wheat 8s. an acre---oats, 3s. 6d.---bere and 
flax, 6s.---potatoes, 8s. Knockgraffon parifh. 

February 2, 1775. 

Lockwood againft MJochler.---Barley, 5s. an acre---oats, 3s. 6d.---bere, one 
one-fourth acre, 6s. 3d. Ardmayle parith. 

Lockwood againtt ALeagher.---Bere, 5s. an acre---oats, 3s. 6d.---wheat, 6s. 
Ardmayle parifh. 


January 20, 1778. 


Cooper againft Cunningham.---Thurlefbege, the parifh of the Rocks, oats, 
3s. Od. an acre---barley, 5s.---rape, 8s. 


1780. 

Niall againft Freehy.---Ballingarry parifh, wheat, 5s. an acre---potatoes, 
2s.---oats, 10d.---fubtraéted in 1777. 

Tierney againft Cleary and others.---Parith of Tennor, potatoes, 6s. an acre 
---wheat, 7s.---bere, 6s.---oats, As. 

Shaw againft Carroll.---Bally{heehan parifh, two-thirds of the tithes; two 
hundred and fixty-five barrels of potatoes, growing on four one-half acres, 
at 3s. Od. a barrel, 3/. 1s. 3d.---forty-two barrels of wheat, on feven acres, 
2/.15s,---fixty-four barrels of bere on four acres, 1/. 10s. 3d.---in all, 7/. 6s. 6d. 
with 14. coft. 

Hare again{t fame.---Two hundred and fixty-five barrels of potatoes, one- 

third 
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third of the tithes thereof, 1/. Qs. 82d.---forty-two barrels, one-third of the 
tithes thereof, 1/. 8s. 2d.---fixty-four barrels of bere, one-third of the tithes 
thereof, 13s. 72d.---Decree, with 1/. coft. 

Same againft Mary Strang.---Two thoufand three hundred and _ fifty bar- 
rels of potatoes, one-half of the tithe of which, 22/. 1s, 5d.---bere, one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight barrels, one-half of the tithe of which, 2/. 6s. 4d.--- 
oats, one hundred and forty-three barrels, one-half of the tithe of which, 
2l. 3s. 8d.---flax, one-half of the tithe of which, 5s.---hay, one hundred and 
twenty-five tons, one-half of the tithe of which, 6/. 5s.---in all, 337. 1s. 4d. 
The archbithop took time to confider. 

July 16, 1780. 

Same againft Mary Strang.---Nave for the impugnant prayed to be let into 
the merits, but his grace over-ruled him.---Nave then tendered 10/. 4s. gd. as 
a compenfation, which the promovent refufed.---Griffith prayed fentence, 
which was decreed by his grace for 33/. 1s. Ad. with 1/. 6s. 8d. cofts. 

Auguft 12, 1782. 
Maffey againft ATurnane.---Meadow, five acres, 1/. and 1/. 6s. Sd. coft. 
Oétober 7, 1782. 

Shaw againft Afahony.---Ordered that Gilbert Meara, the proctor of Ceefar 
Sutton, be injoined from colleéting or demanding tithes from any of the 
parifhioners of Ballyfheehan, which are claimed by faid Sutton. 

Hare againft Strang.---Decree, that the appeal is deferted in pain, and that 
a monition fhall iffue for 33/. 1s. 4d. purfuant to the rule of the 16th July,1781. 

March 10, 1783. 

Lloyd againft Hoops---60 acres of meadow, producing 240 tons, valued 
16/.---10 acres, 40 tons, 2/. 13s. 4d.---6048 {tone of potatoes, at 1d. per ftone 
---the tithe in all 2/7. 10s. 4d. and 11. 6s. 8d. coft. 

Ryan againft AZadden---Decree for 4s. 6d. for the tithe of two acres of 
meadow, and 1/. 6s. 8d. coft. 

Afoore agaiuft Pat. Moroney---1 acre potatoes, producing 60 barrels, at 
gs. Od. per barrel, that is 2/. 18s. 6d. per acre---4 acres of meadow, at two one- 
half tons per acre at 1/. a ton. 


June, 1785. 
Ryan againft Greene---A acres and three-fourths potatoes, at 64 barrels, 
containing 
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containing 4256 ftone, the tithe 425 ftone at 4d. per ftone, amount to 
51. 6s. 3d.---flax 2 acres and one-half, 160 ftone, the tithe, 16 ftone at 4s. 
31. As. Od.---oats, 4 acres and one-quarter, containing 232 ftone, the tithe 43 
fione at 6d. per ftone, 12. 1s. 6d.---meadow ten acres, 30 tons, the tithe 3 tons, 
at 2 guineas per acre, 6/. 16s. 6d. in all 161. 8s. 3d. 

Parifh of Ballingarry, June 26, 1784. 

Prefion againft Cliford---In 1783, 420 {tone of potatoes, tithe at 3d. per 
ftone, amount to 10s. 6d.---oats 48 ftone, tithe at Qd. per ftone, 3s. 44d.--- 
barley, 196 ftone, tithe at 8d. per ftone, 13s.---hay, 10 tons, tithe whereof ! 
ton, 2/.3s.4d. Decree, and 11. 6s. 8d. coft. 

July 26, 1784. 

Walh againtt Fanning---Parith Kilcooly, in 1783, had two-one-half ton, at 
20s. per, the tithe 5 cwt. value 5s.---potatoes, 100 barrels at 3s. per, the 
tithe 1/, 10s.---oats 5 barrels, tithe half barrel, value 3s. 6d. in all 12. 18s. 62. 
Decree, and 1/. 6s. 8d. coft. 

It appears from one of thefe decrees, that in the year 1780, a demand is 
brought for two hundred and fixty-five barrels of potatoes, as two-thirds of 
the tithe of the parifh of Ballyfheegan. By what learned procefs the proor 
or evidence can prove this precife value, or whether he has meafured the crop, 
I cannot fay, but I moft ftrongly fufpeét the contrary ; and then his valuation 
is a falfe and arbitrary accuracy, and his fub-divition of the crop is a trick to 
increafe the charge. The minutenefs of charge is the multiplication of 
oppreffion. Do not imagine that the proprietor of tithe cannot proceed other- 
wife than by this fpecies of minute valuation, for I have read you the report 
of fuits brought in a different manner, to which I beg you may advert. 
This method appears from the report, an innovation; it is tithing by mouth- 
fuls. 

It appears from this decree, that thefe two hundred and fixty-five barrels of 
potatoes, were the produce of four acres and an half; the charge appears to 
be Al. 3s. Qd. that is near 1/. the acre for potatoes; the cafe goes on and 
charges for forty-two barrels of wheat, (not meafured, Iapprehend) 4/. 4s. 6d. 
value 20s. the barrel, and as this appears to arife from feven acres, the charge 
is 12s, the acre; to this is added, 20s. coft. 

The cafe that follows this, is a demand brought for one-third of the tithe, 
and proceeds exaétly on the fame principles of crafty minutenefs, falfe accu- 
racy, and real oppreffion. 

Tn 
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In thefe cafes you will recolleét, that there fhould ever be made a difference 
between the field price and market price: the field price is what the crop is 
worth at the time, and in the ftate in which the parfon’s right accrues; and 
the market price is that to which the parfon has no right. Thefe diftinGtions 
do not feem always to have been religioufly adhered to by thefe clerical 
judges. 

The next cafe I fhall obferve on is, a demand brought for two thoufand 
three hundred and fifty barrels of potatoes, one hundred and twenty-eight 
barrels of bere, and one hundred and forty-eight barrels of oats. On what 
evidence? Who was the laborious indefatigable man who went through the 
long procefs of meafuring and weighing this ponderous and bulky produce ? 
This is the cafe of Mrs. Strang, and the refult of this charge is, a decree for 
$3/. 14s. and 11. 6s. 8d. coft. There is no neceffity for knowledge of faé to 
fupport fuch a demand; the evidence does it by his power of guefling, by his 
craft, his fagacity ; which, it feems, before fuch a tribunal, is fatisfactory. 
You think this meafure by the barrel a criminal ingenuity ; but they carry it 
much farther, they {wear to the ftone. I have read you a fuit brought for fix 
thoufand and forty-eight ftone of potatoes; but there is a cafe which funis 
up all the principles which I have ftated and objeéted to; it is the cafe of Ryan 
againft Greene. In this four acres anda quarter of potatoes are alleged to 
have contained four thoufand two hundred and fixty-fix ftone, and are tithed 
at 5/. 6s. 3d. which is above one guinea an acre for potatoes; two acres and a 
half of flax are alleged to contain one hundred and fixty ftone, and are 
charged above 3/. 4s. above a guinea an acre for flax; four acres and a quar- 
ter of oats, alleged to contain four hundred and thirty-two ftone, arc charged 
1/. 1s. 6d. about 5s.-the acre; ten acres of meadow, alleged to contain thirty 
ton, are charged at 6/. 6s. 6d. that is above 12s. the acre meadow ; the decree 
went for the fum charged, 16/. 8s. 3d. and the coft 1/. 6s. 8d. An obfervation 
which aggravates even this cafe, will occur, when I tell you this charge was 
made ina year of famine---the famine of 1783, when an embargo was laid on 
your exports, and the people nourifhed by contribution. There is another 
aggravation even to this; they charge a famine price, and calculate a plenty 
produce, and avail themfelves of both. 

There is another cafe of {carcity, where a fuite is brouglit for four hundred 
and thirty ftone of potatoes, valued at 3d. per ftone, a price of fearcity ; for 
forty-eight ftone of oats, a price of fcarcity; and for ten tons of hay, valued 
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at 2d. 3s..4d. the ton, a price of fearcity, decreed with 1/. 6s. Sd. cofts. Another 
cafe of fearcity---where a demand 1s made for fix hundred and thirty ftone of 
potatoes, valued at 3d. per tione, a price of fcarcity ; ninety-fix ftone of oats, 
valued at gd. per ftone, a price of fearcity ; eleven tons of hay, at 2/. 3s. 9d. 
the ton---total tithe, 3/. 16s. decreed with 1/. 6s. 8d. cofts; and thefe feem to 
be the cafe of poor peafants, who have but fix hundred or four hundred ftone 
of potatoes, valued at 3d. a ftone, in a hard year, in the famine of 1783, de- 
creed with the aggravation of the higheft cofts the law would allow. 

But there is a cafe of a moft extraordinary appearance---a cafe which rifes on 
famine. Ido not fee that any decree was made upon it; one acre of potatoes 
is alleged to contain fixty barrels of potatoes, and each barrel is valued at 
Qs. Qd.---that is 2/. 18s. 6d. tithe for the acre of potatoes. 

With regard to the legality of the conduct of a clergyman, who in rating 
his parifhioners, takes advantage of a famine, and brings ‘up as it were the rear 
of divine vengeance, and becomes in his own perfon, the laft great {courge of 
the hufbandman---with regard to the legality of the conduc of a clergyman, 
who not only takes the advantage of famine, but joins a famine price to a 
plenty produce, and by one and the fame aét punifhes human induftry, and 
ageravates phyfical misfortune---as to the legality of fuch a conduct, I thall 
fay nothing---it may be perfeétly confiftent with his temporal claims, but 
blafis his {piritual pretenfions—for ever. 

After thefe oppreffions, the moft grievous kind of opprefiions---oppreffions 
by judgment of law, you would hardly liften to the minor grievance where 
the decree thall be for 14. and the cofts 1/. 6s. 8¢.---where the decree fhall be 
for 4s. and cofts 14. 6s. 8d. ‘There are feveral of this kind---but this would 
feem the mercy of the court admonifhing the peafantry never to appear again 
before fuch a tribunal. 

Krom thefe inftances I may infer, that the peafantry muft look for redrefs 
to parliament, and will not find it in the {piritual courts, which, from their 
diftance, from the uncertainty of their feflion, from their conftitution, and 
from their judgments, muft rather give the tithe-farmer a confidence in extor- 
tion, than the hufbandinan a confidence in the law. From thefe inftances, I 
think I have proved, that there has exifted fuch a thing as excefs of demand--- 
excefs of demand without remedy ; and this excefs would be better under- 
{tood, if you compare the ratages of the South with thofe of other parts of the 
kingdom. : 

Here 
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Here Mr. Grattan obferved, that two material differences exifted: firft, 
that potatoes were tithed no where but in the South; fecondly, that the other 
articles of tillage were tithed no where fo high as in the South; that there 
were fome few parifhes, ’tis true, in the North, and fome parts of counties that 
bordered on Munfter, where potatoes were tithed; but that the inftances 
were few, and the exception proved thie rule. 

That the other articles of tillage were not tithed fo high in other haa 
after making every allowance for difference of foil. 

Here Mr. Grattan ftated the ratages which were ufual in the other pro- 
vinces, and which were much lefs than thofe exaéted in the South, which, he 
faid, appeared to be the region of poverty, exaétion, and tumult, and that the 
tumult feemed commenfurate with the cxaétion, which, he faid, fell particu- 
larly heavy on thofe who were the leaft able to pay. He fhewed, that in the 
other provinces, that not only the tithe on tillage was lefs, but that there were 
certain modufles in fome of their counties for articles which, in the South, 
was heavily tithed---Thus, in the North, there was a modus for flax fix-pence, 
be the quantity ever fo great. That, in part of Connaught there was a mo- 
dus for hay, fix-pence per farm, be the quantity ever fo great. That, confi- 
dering the exemption of potatoes, thefe moduffes, and the ratages on tillage 
in the other parts of the kingdom, two obfervations mutt arife, 1{t, either that 
the clergy were greatly cheated in the three parts of Ireland, or that the 
people were greatly oppreffed in the South; 2dly, that you muft raife the 
ratages of the clergy in Ulfter, Connaught, and Leinfter, or you muft now 
check them in Munfter. Are you preparcd for the former of thofe events ? 
Are you prepared in Connaught and Ulfter to pay 14s. or 14s. for potatoes 
and 12s. the acre for flax? Are you prepared in Ulfter for the Compenfation- 
bill, and the Magiftracy-bill, which muft accompany and enforce fuch efforts 
to introduce among you thofe exaétions which opprefs Munfter? It is true, 
the North is teized in fome counties, by fmall-dues, which it is a part of my . 
fcheme to put an end to, and make a compenfation to the clergy 

The ratages of the South will be ftill better underftood by comparing them 
with her own ratages at a former period—that from every information he 
could colleé, they had greatly increated. This will be a very proper fubjeét 
for your committee. 

That he had affidavits to produce ftating the encreafe, which was rapid and 
exhorbitant, bearing no proportion whatfoever to the general increafe in the 
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yalue of things. That thefe affidavits feemed warranted by current teftimony 
of public opinion, and particularly by extracts from the decrees of the 
Vicar’s Court, where it appeared, not from one decree, but a courfe of 
decrees, that the acreable ratages of late had greatly encreafed. 

Here he read fome of the decrees before referred to. That it had been faid, 
that in the diocefe of Cork and Rofs, the ratages had not encreafed thefe laft 
thirty years. That he was willing to reft the cafe on that principle, and if the 
ratages in the South had not within thofe laft thirty years greatly encreafed, 
he was willing to give up the queftion ; and he defired a committee to invefti- 
gate and determine that important point. That this encroachment, on which 
he infifted, was the more inexcufable, when we confidered the great increafe 
of tillage in the South, which of itfelf would have encreafed the incomes of 
the clergy, even though they had diminifhed their ratages; the caufes of the 
increafe of tillage make the encreafe of ratage improper as well as unnecef- 
fary; becaufe they are in fome degree artificial; the bounty on corn is an 
artificial caufe. That bounty fhould not be tithed. The effect of that bounty 
has not been prevented; but the full operation of it has been checked by 
exceflive tithe, and has been interrupted by tumult, the companion of thefe 
exceflive demands, fo that the excefs of tithe re-acts on the premium, and 
makes it doubtful whether the plough fhall advance under the bounty, or go 
back under the tithe. 

Another artificial caufe of the growth of your tillage in the South, is your 
want of manufaéture: a poor and rapid population, that cannot be employed 
in manufaéture muft be employed in hufbandry ; but then it is the miferable 
and experimental hufbandry ; what Mr. Young calls an execrable tillage on 
bog or mountain, which by the laws of England would be for feven years 
exempt from tithes, and which by the laws of Ireland ought to be fo. You 
have two a¢ts, one cxempting newly reclaimed ground from tithe of flax or 
-hemp for feven years; and another exempting reclaimed bog, provided ten 
acres fhall be reclaimed, from tithe generally for feven years; but why not as 
in England, exempt all newly reclaimed ground from all manner of tithe for 
feven years? 

Here Mr. Grattan mentioned, that he learned, in fome of the Weftern parts 
of the county of Cork, they rated the mountaineers higher than in many parts 
of the richeft low land: charging them by the fpade length a fum, which, 
when applied to the acre, was equal to 20 or 30s. the plantation acre. Thefe 
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parts and their inhabitants, he underftood, were entirely configned to the do- 
minion of the tithe-pro¢tor or tithe-farmer, and were equally favage, and op- 
prefied, and turbulent. 

This encroachment, this difproportion, and this excefs, which I have al- 
ready particularized, are the more to be lamented, becaufe the law does not 
adminifter the remedy. The ecclefiaftical courts I have proved to afford no 
redrefs whatever ; I have fhewn that their judgments are not founded in mo- 
deration, and are not always founded in law. 

The right of fetting out the tithe has not always proved, in the cafe of thie 
poor, a fecurity againft illegal demands, and does not affeét to be a fecurity 
again{t unconfcionable demands. 

By the law, the tenant muft give forty-eight hours notice, and bind himfelf 
toa day, whether fair or foul. In the cafe of potatoes, he muit, if the parfon 
does not choofe to attend, leave the ridge in the field, which may prevent his 
fowing winter corn, and be the difference between the profit on wheat and on 
oats. The tenant cannot dig his potatoes till O¢tober, he feldom does till 
November ; and he muft ufe them in Auguft, becaufe the itock of laft year is 
exhaufied. Now, the digging a bowl of potatoes is by conftruétion in the 
ecclefiaftical courts, the fubtraétion, not of the particular tithe, but of the 
tithes of the year: for fimplicity of fuit they conftrue fubtraétion of one 
preedial tithe to be fubtraction of the whole; and for extent of power, that 
is, for the fake of bringing the whole under their jurifdiétion, they confirue 
potatoes to be preedial tithe. Thus the neceflity of the year brings the peafant 
under the lath of eccletiaftical authority, that great fcourge of the farmer. 

In the laft year, the peafantry very generally-fet out their tithe, and the 
clergy in feveral infiances refufed to draw; they did fo in feveral inftances 
where there was no illegal combination, unlefs a combination among them- 
felves, to deprive the peafant of a right to fet out his tithes, and get an ex pof? 
faéo law to collect their tithe in a new, fummary, and oppreflive mode. _ Sir, 
it will be proved, that the countryman has waited day after day until the 
parfon fhould draw his tithe. It will be proved, that he has left his crop in 
the field until it has become green. It will be proved, that he has offered to 
the parfon or proctor to hire them horfes to draw their tithe. It will be proved, 
that he has offered to draw it home at his own expence. 

Here Mr. Grattan read a notice from a landholder to a clergyman, inform- 
ing him, that he fhould draw on fuch a day, and offering to lend the parfon 
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horfes and cars, to draw his tithe wherever he fhould appoint; and he ob- 
ferved, that the parfon had refufed. He alfo obferved, that an offer had been 
made toa clergyman by a gentleman, to draw, keep, and preferve the tithe 
in the gentleman’s haggard, if the clergyman did not choofe to keep it in Ins 
own; which offer, Mr. Grattan ftated, to have been refufed; the clergyman 
choofing to recover by a compenfation, or an ex pofi facto law, which went 
to deprive the countryman of his common right, without any proof of his 
guilt. 

That if fuch a bill was permitted it would take from the countryman, in 
fome of the cafes mentioned above, not the tenth, but the fifth; for the te- 
nant had loft by weather the tithe fevered and fet out, and was likely to pay 
another tithe by aét of parliament. That this would be, not compenfation, 
but robbery, and the worft fpecies of robbery, robbery by authority of par- 
jiament; it would be to take the moft decided and unconftitutional part, in 
a cafe where this houfe affected to take no part at all; and where it declined 
every kind of information whatfoever, to enable it to take any part with dig- 
nity, juftice, or effect ; and that by fuch a ftep we fhould put the Ivith farmer 
with refpect to his tithe, on ground very different from that of the Englith 
farmer, and much more difadvantageous. 

That the law in England does not require forty-eight hours. That where 
the tithe is left too long on the ground, the law of England gave the owner 
of the land an action on the cafe againtt the parfon for his negligence. You 
give the parfon a compenfation for his negligence. . 

If tithes fet out remain too long on the ground, the law of England gives 
the owner of the land a right to take thofe tithes as damage faifant ; if fued 
for them, he is to fet forth how long they remained on the premifes, and 
the jury (whom your bill excludes and thus indireétly ftigmatizes) is to de- 
cide. By the law of England the care of the tithe, after feverance, refts with 
the parfon. In England, where the tithe of corn was fet out, and the parfon 
would not take it, but praved a remedy in the ecclefiaftical court, a prohibi- 
tion againft the parfon was granted. 

See how much more care the law of England takes of the hufbandinan ; 
how much more attention it affords him than the law of the parliament of 


Ireland: and it is one of the charges and allegations of ,the hufbandman of 
the fouth ; 


= 


‘« That in certain parifhes, the parifhioners have duly and legally fet out 
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‘ their tithes, have given due notice, and have taken all the legal tieps; but 
“ that no perfon has attended on the part of the clergyman, under the ex- 
« pectation, they conceive, of getting fome new method of recovery, hitherto 
“ unknown to the law, and tending to deprive, by a paft operation, the parifh 
® of the benefit of its ancient right and privilege of fetting out the tithe.” 

This oppreffion conneéts itfelf with another part of this fubje¢t, a very ob- 
noxious, a very oppreflive, and a very notorious part of it, the tithe-farmer. 
‘The farming of any revenue is a pernicious idea. It is the practice of abfo- 
lute kings, who, anxious about their riches, and carclefs ubont their people, 
get a fixed income from fome defperate adventurer, and then let loofe on the 
community, this animal of prey, at once deftitute of remorfe, and armed with 
authority. 

In free countries fuch a praétice is not permitted. You would not allow 
it to the king, and you ought not to allow it to the church. It is an evil 
in politics, but a feandal in religion; and the more dangerous in the latter, 
becaufe tithe being indefinite, the latitude of extortion is indefinite. The 
ufe of the tithe-farmer is to get from the parifhioner, what the parfon would 
be afhamed to demand, and to enable the clergyman to abfent himfelf from 
hisduty: the powers of the tithe-farmer are f{ummary laws and ecclefiaftical 
courts; his livelihood is extortion; his rank in fociety is generally the 
loweft, and his occupation is to pounce on the poor in the name of the Lord. 
He is a fpecies of wolf, left by the fhepherd to take care of the flock in his ab- 
fence; he fleeces both, and begins with the parfon. 

Here Mr. Grattan ftated, that the tithe-farmer feldom got lefs than onc- 
fourth of the money collected; but fometimes one-third. That there were 
inftances where he got even more, and had reduced the parfon to the ftate 
of a poor penfioner, on his own living. That he had heard, that in one of 
the difturbed parithes, the pariflr had wifhed to come to a good underftanding 
with the clergyman, and to pay him in perfon, but that the tithc-farmer had 
obftruéted fuch an accommodation, and had by lis mercenary intervention 
prevented concord, moderation and compofition: parifhes were not only fub- 
je& to one tithe-farmer, but, in fome cafes, were curfed with a legion of them. 
A non-refident clergyman fhall employ a tithe-farmer, who fhall fet the tithe 
over again, to two blackfiniths, who go among the flock like two vultures. 
A tithe-farmer- fhall, on being queftioned, give the following account of him- 


felf: That he held the tithe from one, who had them from an officer, who held 
thens 
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them from a clergyman, who did not refide in a parifh, where there were refi- 
dent no dean, no reétor, no vicar, no {choolmafter; where the whole bufinefs 
of Chriftianity, on the Proteftant fide, was tranfacted by a curate at 50/. a 
year; and as the parith has been difturbed by the tithe-farmer or proétor, fo 
has it in fome caies been quieted in getting rid of him. I have known a caf 
where the parifh made, with their clergyman, the following agreement: Sir, 
we pay your proctor 800/. a year, and he gives you 6c0/. We will give you 
600/. and become your colleétors and your fecurity. In another living, the. 
parifh paid the proétor 450/. a year, and the proétor paid the parfon 300/. 
The parithioners became the colleétor and the fecurity, paid the clergyman 
300/. a year, took for their trouble 30/. and eafed the parith of 120/.; the con- 
fequence was peace: and the more you inveftigate this fubjeét, the more you 
will find, that the difturbance of the people, and the exactions of the church, 
have been commenfurate; and that the peace of the former has attended the 
moderation of the latter; nor is it only the excefs of exaétion which makes 
the tithe-farmer a public misfortune —his mode of colleétion is another 
{courge. He puts his charges into one or more notes, payable at a certain 
time; if not then difcharged, he ferves the countryman with a fummons, 
charging him 6d. for the fervice, and 1s. for the fummons; he then, fome- 
times puts the whole into a Kerry-bond or inftrument, which bears intereft: 
he then either keeps the bond over his head, or iffues out execution, and gets 
the countryman’s body and goods completely into his power. To fuch an 
abufe is this abominable practice carried, that in fome of the fouthern parts 
of Ireland, the peafantry are made tributary to the tithe-farmer ; draw home 
his corn, his hay, and his turf, for nothing; give him their labour, their cars, 
and their horfes, at certain times of the year, for nothing. Thefe oppreffions 
not only exift, but have acquired a formed and diftinét appellation—tributes: 
tributes to extortioners; tributes paid by the poor in the name of the Lord. 
To oppreftion we are to add intoxication; the drunkennefs and idlenefs, which 
not feldom attend the method in which the tithe-farmer fettles his accounts 
with the poor parifhioners devoted to his care; the place in which he generally 
fettles thefe accounts, makes his bargains, and tranfaéts his bufinefs, is the 
alehoufe. He fometimes, I am told, keeps one himfelf, or he has a relation 
who gets a licenfe to fell ale and {pirits, becaufe his friend is employed by 

the church, and will bring him cuftom. 
Do you, gentlemen, fign your leafes in the alehoufe? What fhould you 
think 
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think of a fteward who made your tenants drunk, when he fhould colleét your 
rents? And what fhould a clergyman think of his tithe-farmer, who made 
his flock drunk, when he collected or fettled his tithes, and bathed in whifkeyv 
this precious offering, this primeval property, held by fome to be the very 
effence of religion, and not only oft ancient, but divine ? 

To this lofs of induftry you are to add, the lofs of revenue—(where, as in 
fome cafes I am told) the revenue officer is the tithe-farmer, and in that moti 
fufpicious and deadly combimation of fraudulent capacities, overcharges in 
tithe, and undercharges in tax: that is, compenfates to the countryman, by 
robbing the king, and adds to the crime of exaétion the offence of {poliation, 
and profits by both. I appeal to the commiffioners of the revenue, whether 
they have not good reafon to fufpect fuch practices? And I appeal to fome of 
aright reverend bench, whether this be the only commutation, which in their 
opinion is practicable or proper? Under this head it is alleged, that in certain 
parifhes in the fouth, tithe-farmers have oppreffed, and do opprefs his ma- 
jefty’s fubjeéts, by various ways of extortion, by affuming to themfelves ar- 
bitrarily and cruelly, powers which the law does not give, and by making an 
oppreffive ufe of thofe powers which the law has put into their hands. And 
this the parifhioners are ready to verify on oath. 

To thefe evils are we to add another, which is the principal fource of them | 
all—the uncertainty of tithe—the full tenth ever muft be oppreffive. 

A tenth of your land, your labour, and your capital, to thofe who con- 
tribute in no fhape whatfoever to the produce, muft be oppreffion ; they only 
think otherwife, who fuppofe, that every thing is little which is given to the 
parfon; that no burden can be heavy, if it be the weight of the parfon; that 
landlords fhould give up their rent, and tenants the profits of their labour, and 
all too little: but uncertainty aggravates that opprefiion, the full tenth ever 
muft be uncertain as well as oppreflive, for it is the fixed proportion of a fluc- 
tuating quantity, and unlefs the high prieft can give law to the winds, and af- 
certain the harve(t, the tithe, like that harveft, muft be uncertain; but tltis 
uncertainty is aggravated by the pernicious motives on which tithe frequently 
rifes and falls. It frequently rifes on the poor---it falls in compliment to 
the rich. It proceeds on principles the reverfe of the gofpel; it crouches to 
the firong, and it encroaches on the feeble ; and is guided by the two worft 
principles in fociety, fervility and avarice united, againft the caufe of charity, 
and under the cloak of religion. 
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Here let me return to, and repeat the allegations, and call on you once 
more to make the enquiry. It is alleged, that in certain parifhes of the 
fouth, tithe has been demanded, and paid, for what, by law, was not liable to 
tithe: and that the ecclefiattical courts have countenanced the illegal exac- 
tion; and evidence is offered at your bar to prove the charge on oath. Will 
you deny the faét? Will you juftify the faét ? Will you enquire into it. 

It is alleged, that tithe-proctors in certain parifhes of the fouth do exaé 
fees for agency oppreflive and illegal; and evidence to prove the charge is 
offered on oath. Will you deny the faét? Will you juftify the faét? Will 
you enquire into it? 

It is alleged, that in certain parifhes of the fouth, tithes have been exceffive, 
aud have obferved no equity for the poor, the hufbandman, or the manufac- 
turer: and evidence is offered to prove this charge on oath. Will you deny 
the fact? Will you juftify the fact? Will you enquire into it ? 

It is alleged, that in certain parifhes of the fouth, ratages for tithes have 
greatly and unconfcionably increafed; and evidence is offered to prove this 
charge on oath. Will you deny the faét? Will you juftify the fact? Will you 
enquire into it? 

It is alleged, that in certain parifhes of the fouth, the parifhioners have 
duly and legally fet out their tithe, and given due notice; but that no per- 
fons have attended on the part of proctor or parfon, under expectation, it is 
apprehended, of getting fome new method of recovery, tending to deprive 
the parifh of the benefit of its ancient right, that of fetting out their tithe; 
and evidence is offered to prove this charge on oath. 

It is alleged, in certain parifhes in the fouth, tithe-farmers _ oppreffed 
and do opprefs his majefty’s fubjects, by various extortions, abufes of law, 
or breaches of the fame; and evidence is offered to prove this charge on oath. 
Here, once more I afk you, will you deny the faét? Will you juftify the faét? 
Will you enquire into it? 

This being the ftate of the church in certain parifhes in the fouth, I wihh to 
know, what in the mean time within thofe diftricts becomes of religion ? Here 
are the parfon and parifh at variance, about that whicli our religion teaches 
us to defpife—riches. Here is the mammon of unrightcoufnefs fet up to in- 
terrupt our devotion to the true God. The difinterefted, the humble, the 
apoftolical character during this unfeemly conteft, what becomes of it? Here 
are two powers---the eal in the tenant to fet out his tithe, the power in the 
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church to try the matter in difpute by ecclefiaftical jurifdiction---two powers 
vetted by the law in the refpeétive hands of church and laity, without any ef- 
fect but to torment one another: the power of fetting of tithe does not affect 
to defend the tenant againft unconfcionable demand; and if attended with 
combination fecures him againft any effectual demand whatfoever. The 
power of trying the matter in difpute by ecclefiaftical jurifdiction, does not 
take place, except in cafe of fubtraction, and when it does take place is a 
partial trial. Thus, as the law now fiands, combination is the defence of 
laity, and partiality of the church. 

The equity in favor of the tiller of the foil (a very neceffary equity indeed) 
becomes anew fource of difturbance, becaufe the parties are not agreed 
what that equity fhould be—the countryman, not conceiving that any one 
can, in equity, have a right to the tenth of his land, labour, and capital, 
who does not own the land, nor plow, nor fow, nor reap, nor contribute in 
any degree whatfoever to the produce. The tithe-farmer having no idea, 
but that of iniquity, on the fubjeGt. The parfon perhaps conceiving, that 
a tenth on tillage is a bare compenfation in equity, for what he deems the 
greateft of all iniquity, your vote of agiftment. ‘Thus, the two parties, the 
parfon and his parifh, the dhepherd and his flock, with oppofite opinions, and 
mutual powers of annoyance in the parts I have alluded to, feem to go on in 
2 rooted animofity and filent war. 

Conceive the paftor looking over the hedge like a fpy, to mulét the extraor- 
dinary labours of the hufbandman. 

Conceive him coming into the field, and faying “ you are a deferving huf- 
“ bandman—you have encreafed the value of your field by the fweat of your 
“* brow; Sir, [ll make you pay me for that,’—or conceive a dialogue be- 
tween a fhepherd and one of his flock; “I will take your tenth fheaf; and 
“if you chufe to vex me, your tenth hen, and your tenth egg, and your 
“‘ tenth goofe,” (not fo the apoftles)—or conceive him fpeaking to his flock 
by parable, and faying, “the afs ftopped with his burden; and his burden 
‘* was doubled, and ftill he ftopped, and his burden was {till encreafed—and 
then the perverfe animal finding his refiftance in vain, went on; fo even 
you fhall find refiftance but encreafe your load, until the number of aéis 
of parliament fhall break your back.” 

Thefe paftoral difcourfes, if they have taken place, however well intended, 
will not, I fear, greatly advance the caufe of the faithful, particularly in a 
ji 6Nn2 : country, 
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country, where the numbers remain to be converted to the Proteftant religion, 
not only by the fuperior purity of its dotrine, but by the mild difinterefted 
peace-making fpirit of its teachers. 

Will not the dignitaries of the church interpofe on fuch an occafion ? how 
painful muft it have been to them, the teachers of the gofpel, and therefore 
enemies to the fhedding of blood, to have thought themfelves under the re- 
peated neceflity of applying to parliament for fanguinary laws; the moft fan- 
guinary laws on your ftatute books are tithe-bills; the White-boy actis a tithe- 
bill; the Riot aét is a tithe-bill. 

How painful to thofe dignitaries muft it be to feel themfelves in the office 
of making perpetual complaints againft their own flock, and to be confcious, 
in fome inftances, of having jaded and difgufted the ears of the court, by 
charges againft the peafantry? How painful to them to have repeated re- 
courfe to the military in their own cafe, and to think that many of their fin- 
ful flock, but their flock notwithftanding, were faved from the indifcrimi- 
nating edge of the fword by ecclefiaftical zeal, tempered and withheld, and 
in fome cafes difappointed by the judicious mercy of military command ? 

We, the laity, were right in taking the ftrongeft meafures the laft feffion : 
it was our duty to affert; but of thefe churchmen, it is the duty, and I fup- 
pofe the nature, to deprecate, to incline to the mild, the meek, the difpaf- 
fionate, and the merciful fide of the queftion, and rather to prevent by mo- 
deration than punifh by death. 

Whether thefe exactions were in themfelves fufficient to have produced all 
the confufion of the laft year, I know not, but this I do believe, that no other 
caufe had been fufficient without the aid of exaétion; if exa¢tion had not 
exifted, the fouth would not, I believe, liave been convulfed. A controvert- 
ed eleétion alone could not well have been an adequate caufe; the objects of 
attack muft, in fome cafes, have been fomething more than partizans, and the 
flame fpread by contagion; the firft torcl muft have been an accident, but 
the people were rendered combuftible by opprefiion. 

The Whiteboy fhould be hanged; but I think the tithe-farmer fhould be 
reftrained ; I would inflict death on the felon, and impofe moderation on 
the extortioner; and thus relieve the community from the offences of both. 

But do not let us fo far miftake the cafe, as to fuppofe ita queftion between 
the parfon and the Whiteboy; or that the animofity which has been excited 
is confined to felons; no, it is extended far more generally ; it is extended 

to 


APPENDIX. 101 


to thofe who have been aétive in bringing thofe felons to juftice ; and men 
will appear at your bar who have fuffered under excefs of demand, and have 
aéted to reftore peace, the inftrument of quiet, and the objeéts of exaétion: 
let us therefore examine the fubjeét, and having already with great propriety 
taken the moft decifive fteps againft the infurgent, let us enquire now into 
the caufe of the outrage, and fee whether exaétion might not have had fome 
fhare, at lea{t, in the origin of it; and if fo, let us ftrive to form fome plan 
which may colleét the riches of the church, without repetition of penal laws 
or of public difturbance. 

In forming a plan for the better provifion of the church, the firft thing to 
be confidered is the quantum of provifion; the fecond confideration is the 
fund from whence that provifion is to arife ; the quantum of provifion fhould 
be the ufual net income on an average of years, except in fome parifhes of 
great exaction; I fay ufual, becaufe I would not materially alter their allow- 
ance; I fay on anaverage of years, becaufe I> would not make recent in- 
croachment property; I fay net, becaufe when the public fhall become the 
tithe proprietor’s agent, the public will have a right to the benefit of the 
agency. 

That their income is difcoverable I affirm, and I affirm it under the autho- 
rity of their own aét, and their own praétice; without going farther back 
than the laft feffion, you will find the compenfation aét requires the perfon 
fuing on the aét to make a difcovery of his cuftomary income, and in fome 
cafes difcovery of his ratages for three years back on oath; it requires that 
he fhould, in his affidavit, fet forth that the valuation of 1786, is made as 
near as poffible the ratage of the three former years; it requires that where 
a valuation of the tithe of 1786 could not be made, a valuation of the cuf- 
tomary tithe for three years back fhould ; it enables the court to appoint per- 
fons to enquire into the faét, and call for parties and papers, and thus efta- 
blifhes two principles, which were denied ; that the annual income of bene- 
fices is difcoverable, and that the particular ratage is difcoverable alfo: I 
might go back to the aét of Henry VIII. which requires that a commiffion 
fhould be direéted to enquire into ecclefiaftical benefices, and report the va- 
lue of the fame; and I might further adduce the aét of William III, which 
gives to the ecclefiaftical perfon who builds, two-thirds of the fum expended, 
which fum is to be afcertained by a certificate; which certificate, by the 12th 
of George II. fhall contain an account of the clear yearly income of the be- 
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nefice. After thefe inftances, I hope no man will deny that the income of 
the clergyman is difcoverable; particularly, when the compenfation aét of 
the laft winter requires fuch a difcovery to be made on the oath of the parfon. 
That aét was fupported by the whole bench of bifhops; it was probably fram- 
ed with their advice and fuggeftions. They would not require their clergy 
to report on oath what they themfelves conceived, or had maintained to be 
impollible ; as if it was impoffible to make a difcovery for the purpofe of com- 
mutation, but for the purpofe of compenfation, eafy and obvious. Thus, 
when I affirm the difcoverability of the clergyman’s income, I have not only 
the authority of the church, but its oath. Thenet return fhould be the par- 
fon’s perpetual income, fubject to the exception ftated above; but in order 
to guard him againft the fluétuation of currency, I would fix the value of 
that income in grain; it fhould be the value of fo many barrels of wheat, to 
be cttimated every feven years by the corn-office, or the clerk of the market, 
who now quarterly {trikes the average value of corn throughout the kingdom. 
Thus, his income fhould not be abfolutely either corn or money; but the 
value of fo much corn to be paid in money. 

As tothe fund from whence thefe receipts fhould arife, that fund fhould 
be a charge on the barony, to be levied like other county charges; this me- 
thod is eafy, for it is already in ufe; the head conftable fhould be the parfon’s 
collector, and the county fhould be his fecurity. 

To this I know the objeétion, and it is an objeétion which can be beft 
anfwered by thofc who make it. It will be faid, that this {cheme prevents the 
divifion of unions, and the encreafe of poor livings. Apply the firft fruits 
as they ought for the encreafe of poor livings, and the repairs of the church, 
and then you will anfwer your own argument; but a fiétitious and remote 
valuation for the beuefit of the rich clergy has been made of thefe charitable 
funds, fruftrating the purpofe of the charity equally to the negleét of the 
church and poor. The luxury of the prieft has ufurped the funds of the 
poor and of the church, then fets up againft both a miferable modus, and 
prefcribes in this inftance againft charity and religion. 

However, if the dignitaries of the church will not, parliament may anfwer 
this argument, and provide for more clergy as occafion fhall permit. You 
imparifh by act of parliament; with proper provifion, when you fee the ne- 
eeffity, you may divide. The care of religion is placed no where better than 
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in the legiflature. Popery will tell you, that when it was entirely left to the 
care of the priefthood, it was perverted and deftroyed. 

But if difficulties fhould be made to this plan—and in order to give the 
church the growth of the country—there is another plan, a modus; let every 
article which hall be fubjeé to tithe be fet forth in a tithing table, with cer- 
tain ratages annexed—let thofe ratages be taken, and fet forth in the tithing 
table as now equivalent to fo many ftone of bread corn. 

Let the aét provide, that there fhall be a feptennial valuation of bread corn, 
by the clerk of the market, or the proper officer. 

Let there be exemption for the rudiments of manufaéture, anda faving for 
all local cuftom and exemptions—fuch as potatoes in moft places, hay in feve- 
ral, and fuch like. ; 

In order to forin this modus, which fhould be provincial, not univerfal, let 
four provincial committees be appointed. You will fee a precedent in your 
journals ; on the report of thefe provincial committees, form your bill. In 
your bill you will probably think proper to give agiftment, or a certain fum 
for head-money, not in addition to, but in eafe of ratages on tillage. 

In forming your ratages, you will probably enquire into the acreable rate- 
ages now eftablifhed, and adopt them where they are reafonable, and rejeét 
them where they are exorbitant—where there are no acreable ratages efta- 
blifthed, the contiguous parifh or county, where they are eftablithed, will fur- 
nifh you with a rule. 

If once you appoint committees, the parfon and parifh will both come forth 
with information—and from both you will colleét the prefent ratages, and be 
enabled to make a rule. In forming this rule, you will probably think proper 
toexempt the poor man’s garden in the fouth from the tithe of potatoes. 

The true principle with refpect to your peafantry, is exoneration ; and if I 
could not take the burden entirely off their back, I would make that burden 
as light as poffible; I would exempt thie peafant’s cow and garden from tithe ; 
if I could not make him rich, I would do the next thing in my power; I 
would confider his poverty as facred, and vindicate againft an extortioner the 
hallowed circle of his little boundary. The lofs to the church might be eafily 
compentated, particularly if you give agiftment or head-money in eafe of 
tillage. 

I would alfo relieve the north from fmall dues, as I would relieve the poor 
of the fouth from the tithe of potatoes; and where thefe fmall dues had long - 
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obtained, I would make the parfon compenfation, either by giving him head- 
money, or by making an eftimate of thefe dues, and raifing them in the way 
of other county charges. Should it be faid that we fhould as well exempt 
the peafant from rent as from tithe; to that uncharitable and unchriitian ob- 
fervation, Ianfwer, no. The land is not his own, but his labour is his own. 
The peafant is born without an eftate; he is born with hands, and no man 
has a natural right to the labour of thofe hands, unlefs he pays him: thus, 
when you demand the peafant’s rent, you afk for your own eftate; when you 
demand tithe, you afk for a portion of the peafant’s eftate, the poor man’s 
only eftate, the inheritance which he has in the labour of his hand, and the 
{weat of his brow. 

Human laws may make alterations, and when made, muft be obferved; but 
it fhould be the policy of human laws to follow the wifdom of the law of 
nature. 

The refult of thefe principles, and of thefe committees proceeding on the 
rules I have fubniitted, would be the benefit of the church, as well as the 
relief of the farmer, for eftablifhing a modus on the average ratages of a cer- 
tain number of years, except in cafes of exaétion, you would give the 
church as much as they have at prefent, except in thofe inftanees of uncon- 
fcionable demand ; and as the ratages would come net to the owner of the 
tithe, you would in fact, on this principle, give the church more; the fpoil 
of the tithe-farmer would, therefore, enable you even to lower the ratage, 
and yet, give more to the church; fo that the refult would probably be, 
that the moderate clergyman would get more, and the uncharitable clergy- 
man would get lefs, which would be a diftribution of juftice, as well as of 
property. Having once agreed on the modus, I would with to give the 
clergy or lay-impropriator, for the recovery of their income, any mode 
they choofe to appoint, civil Dill, or any other method, and then you will 
fave them the charge and difgrace of an expenfive agency, which ex- 
pence arifes from the difficulty of the recovery and the uneertainty of the de- 
mand; and if yon add the facility and cheapnefs of colleétion with the cer- 
tainty of income to the quantum under the modus on the principles I have 
ftated, you will find the value of the church property would, even in the opi- 
nion of a notary public, be encreafed, though the imaginary claim would be 
circum{cribed and diminifhed. ‘This is no commutation, no innovation ; 
here is only a regulation of tithe, and an abolition of tithe-farmers, and of 
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thofe abufes which have grown out of the uncertainty of tithe; it takes from 
tithe its deadly fting, uncertainty, and makes it ceafe to be a growing pe- 
nalty on extraordinary labour; and it puts the queftion direéily to the mo- 
deration of the church, will you infift on indefinite demand, and unconici- 
onable ratage, as an effential part of the Chriftian religion, or the Proteftant 
eftablifhment? The Bill is the anfwer to this queftion, even though the cler- 
gyman fhould be filent ; and it is therefore I prefs this method the more, be- 
caufe it does not involve the fubject in fpeculation, nor rett the redrefs of the 
peafantry on the ingenuity of fyftem, but makes that relief a matter of mo- 
deration, and of Chriftian charity: were you difpofed to go farther you might 
form, on this regulation, a commutation which fhould more effeétually re- 
lieve the plow, and fhould, at the fame time, give the benefit of the growth 
of the country to the church: let a perfon in each parifh be appointed in 
veftry by the parfon and the parifhioners, and if they do not agree, let each 
appoint their own, who fhall every year make a return of acres under tillage 
to applotters, who fhall make a valuation of the fame according to a tithing 
table, fuch as I have ftated to be eftablithed by act of parliament, and that 
valuation to be raifed in the manner of other baronial charges; thus the 
parfon’s income would encreafe with the extent of tillage, without falling 
principally on the plow. The principle of this plan, if you choofe to go be- 
yond a modus, is obvious; the mechanical part of this, and of the other re- 
gulation which I have fubmitted, will be beft detailed in the provincial com- 
mittees, if you fhall choofe to appoint them, for, in faét, your plan muft arife 
out of the enquiry, and the refolutions of thefe committees, and the great dif- 
ficulty on the fubjeét is your averfion to the enquiry. There are other diffi- 
culties, I allow, the-ditliculties of pride, the difficulties of paffion, the dif- 
ficulties of bigotry, contraétion of the head, and hardneis of the heart. 
Tithes are made more refpeétable than and fuperior to any other kind of pro- 
perty. The high prieft will not take a parliamentary title; that is, in other 
words, he thinks they have a divine right to tithe. 

Whence? None from the Jews; the priefthood of the Jews had not the 
tenth; the Levites had the tenth, becaufe they had no other inheritance; 
but Aaron and his fons had but the tenth of that tenth; that is, the prieft- 
hood of the Jews had but the hundredth part, the reft was for other ufes ; for 
the reft of the Levites, and for the poor, the ftranger, the widow, the orphan, 
and the temple, But fuppofing the Jewith priefthood had the tenth, which 
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they certainly had not; the Chriftian priefthood does not claim under them. 
Chrift was not a Levite, nor of the tribe of Levi, nor of the Jewifh prieft- 
hood, but came to proteft againft that priefthood, their worfhip, their ordi- 
nances, their paffover, and their circumcifion. Will a Chriftian priefthood 
fay it was meet to put down the Jewifh, but meet likewife to feize on the 
fpoil; as if their riches were of divine right, though their religion was not ; 
as if Chriftian difintereftednefs might take the land, and the tithe given in 
lieu of land, and poffefied of both, and divefted of the charity, exclaim 
againft the avarice of the Jews? 

The Apoftles had no tithe, they did not demand it; they and he whofe 
miffion they preached, protefted againft the principle on which tithe is found- 
ed. ‘ Carry neither fcrip, nor purfe, nor fhoes; into whatever houfe ye go 
“ fay, peace.” Here is concord and contempt of riches, not tithe. “ Take 
“ no thought what ye fhall eat, or what ye thall drink, nor for your bodies 
“ what ye fhall put on;” fo faid Chrift to his Apoftles. Does this look like 
a right in his priefthood to a tenth of the goods of the community ? 

“« Beware of covetoufnefs—feek not what ye fhall eat, but feek the king- 
‘* dom of God.” 

«< Give alms—provide yourfelves with bags that wax not old, a treafure 
‘* in Heaven which faileth not.” This does not look like a right in the 
Chriftian priefthood to the tenth of the goods of the community exempted 
from the poor’s dividend. 

“ Diftribute unto the poor, and feek treafure in Heaven.” 

“ Take care that your hearts be not charged with furfeiting, and drunken- 
‘¢ nefs, and the cares of this life.” 

One fhould not think that our Saviour was laying the foundation of tithe, 
but cutting up the roots of the claim, and prophetically admonifhing fome 
of the modern priefthood. If thefe precepts are of divine right, tithes can- 
not be fo; the precept which orders a contempt of riches, the claim which 
demands a tenth of the fruits of the earth for the minifters of the gofpel. 

The peafantry in apoftolic times had been the objeét of charity, not of ex- 
action. Thofe to whofe cabin the tithe-farmer has gone for tithe of turf, 
and to whofe garden he has gone for the tithe potatoes, the Apoftles would 
have vifited likewife; but they would have vifited with contribution, not for 
exa¢tion: the poor had fhared with the Apoftles, though they contnbute to 
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The gofpel is not an argument for, but againft the right divine of tithe; fo 
are the firft fathers of the church. 

It is the boaft of Tertullian, “ Nemo compellitur fed fponte confert hac qua/i 
“ depofita funt pictatis.” 

“ With us men are not under the neceflity of redeeming their religion, 
“ what we have is not raifed by compulfion, each contributes what he pleafes; 
““ modicam unufquifque fiipendium wel cum velit, et fi modo velit, et fi modo 
“ poffet ; what we receive we beftow on the poor, the old, the orphan, and 
‘-¢he imfirm.” 

Cyprian, the bifhop of Carthage, tells you, the expences of the church 
are frugal and fparing, but her charity great; he calls the clergy his fratres 
Sportulantes ; a fraternity living by contribution. 

Forfake, fays Origen, the priefts of Pharaoh, who have earthly poffeffions, 
and come to us who have none: we muft not confume what belongs to the 
poor; we muft be content with fimple fare, and poor apparel. 

Chryfoftome, in the clofe of the fourth century, declares, that there was 
no practice of tithes in the former ages; and Erafmus fays, that the attempt 
to demand them was no better than tyranny. 

But there is an authority ftill higher than the opinions of the fathers ; there 
is the authority of a council; the council of Antioch, in the fourth cen- 
tury, which declares, that bifhops may diftribute the goods of the church, 
but muft take no part to themfelves, nor to the priefts that lived with them, 
unlefs neceffity required them juftly ; “‘ have food and raiment, be therewith 
“Teorment.”” 

This was the ftate of the church in its purity ; in the fifth century decima- 
tion began, and Chriftianity dechned; then indeed the right of tithe was 
advanced, and advanced into a ftile that damned it. The preachers who ad- 
vanced the doétrine placed all Chriftian virtue in the payment of tithe. They 
faid that the Chriftian religion, as we fay the Proteftant religion, depended on 
it. They faid, that thofe who paid not their tithes, would be found guilty be- 
fore God; and if they did not give the tenth, that God would reduce the 
country to atenth. Blafphemous preachers—grofs ignorance of the nature 
of things—impudent familiarity with the ways of God—audacious, affumed 
knowledge of his judgments, and a falfe denunciation of his vengeance. 
And yet even thefe rapacious, blafphemous men did not acknowledge to de- 
mand tithe for themfelves, but the poor—alms! the debt of charity—the 
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poor’s patrimony. “ We do not limit you to a precife fum; but you will 
“ not give lefs than the Jews”—decime funt tributa egentium animarum 
redde tributa pauperibus. Auguftine goes on and tells you, that as many 
poor as die in your neighbourhood for want, you not paying tithe, of fo 
many murders will you be found guilty, at the tribunal of God—zantorum 
homicidiorum reus ante tribunal eternit judicis apparebit. Let us, fays St. 
Jerome, at leaft follow the example of the Jews, and part of the whole give 
to the prieftand the poor. ‘To thefe authorities we are to add, the decree of 
two councils—the provincial council of Mafcon, in the clofe of the fixth 
century, and the decree of the council of Nantz, in the clofe of the ninth. 
The firft orders that tithes may be brought in by the people, that the prieft 
may expend them for the ufe of the poor, and the redemption of captives. 
The latter decrees, that the clergy are to ufe the tithes, not as a property, but 
a truft—non quafi_fuis fed commendatis. 

It was not the table of the prieft, nor his domeftics, nor his apparel, nor his 
influence, nor his ambition; but a Chriftian equipage of tender virtues—the 
widow, the orphan, and the poor; they did not demand the tithe as a corpo- 
vation of proprietors, like an Eaft India Company, or a South Sea Company, 
with great rights of property annexed, diftinét from the community, and 
from religion; but as truftees, humble truftees to God, and the poor, pointed 
out they prefumed by excefs of holmefs and contempt of riches. Nor did 
they refort to decimation, even under thefe plaufible pretenfions, until forced 
by depredation committed by themfelves on one another. The goods of the 
church of whatever kind, were at firft in common, diftributed to the fup- 
port of the church, and the provifion of the poor; but at length the more 
powerful part, thofe who attended the courts of princes; they who intermed- 
dled in ftate affairs, the bufy high prieft, and the fervile, feditious, clerical 
politician; and particularly the abbots who had engaged in war, and had 
that pretence for extortion, ufurped the fund, left the bufinefs of prayer to 
the inferior clergy, and the inferior clergy to tithe and the people. 

Thus the claim of tithe originated in real extortion, and was propagated 
by affected charity; at firft, for the poor and the church, afterwards fubjeét 
to the fourfold divifion, the bithop, the fabric, the minifter, and the poor; this 
in Europe. 

In England tithe is not founded on divine right, but was faid to be intro- 
duced by murder, A King of Mercia in the feventh century affaffinates ano- 
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ther Prince ina moft barbarous manner, and grants, with what power I know 
not, the tenth of his fubjeéts’ goods, for abfolution; but in England, as elfe- 
where, the fourfold divifion took place; fo fays Blackfione. 

Nay the preamble of the grant of Stephen recognizes tithe to be alnis. 

Since it is divulged far and near by the church, that fouls may receive ab- 
folution by the grant of alms, “ I, Stephen, to fave my own foul, that of my 
“ father’s, and that of my mother’s, and my relations.” 

Then he goes on and grants or confirms tithes and other things. 

Nay, there are two acts of parliament exprefs, one the 13th, Richard II. 
providing that for the appropriation of benefices, there fhall be provifion 
made for the vicar and the poor.* 

The caufe of this a& of parliament were benefices given to perfons who did 
not, or could not preach, lay perfons, fometimes nuns, (as we give them to 
non-refidents) to the neglect of the poor’s portion. 

Thefe principles were departed from, and the truft moft undoubtedly bu- 
ried in oblivion; but let me add, the Chriftian religion was forgotten likewife. 

Hence the reformation bringing back chriftianity to its old purity; and 
hence a fuperior and milder order of priefts, who purged the {piritual and fome 
of the temporal abominations, but did not entirely relinquifh the claim to the 
tithe; though I muft own great numbers haye too much purity to infifton it; 
a claim which I have fhewn to have been in its creation an encroachment on 
the laity, and in its application an encroachment on the poor. No divine 
right, no, nor natural right: the law of nature and the law of God are 
the fame; the law of nature doth not give property, but the law of na- 
ture abhors that difproportion of property which is to be found in the 
claim of 900 or 1000 men to the 10th of the goods of 3,000,000; a 
elaim in the 3000th part of the community to the 10th of its property ; fur- 
feit on the part of the few; famine on the part of the many; a diftribution of 
the fruits of the earth; impoflible, beaftly, fhocking in itfelf, and when ac- 
companied with a claim to extravagant moderation and purity, ridiculous and 


* Becaufe divers damages and hindrances have oftentimes happened by the appropriation of be- 
nefices in fome places; it is agreed, that in every licenfe it ihall be exprefsly comprifed, that the 
diocefan of the place fhall ordain, according to the value of fuch churches, a convenient fum of 
money fhall be paid and diflributed yearly out of the fruits and profits of fome churches to the poor 
parifhioners of fome churches in aid of their fuftenance for ever; likewife that the vicar be well and 
fufficiently endowed. Statute Henry IV. confirms this at. 
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difguifting ; a claim againft the proportions of Nature and the precepts of the 
gofpel. 

I know there are aéts of parliament on this fubjeét. The act of Henry 
VIII. which requires the fetting out of the tithe; an aét of collection, not 
creation; an aét which had the lay impropriator in view, and which feenis to 
take for granted a claim of fuperftition founded on the pretence of charity. 
I know there are many fubfequent aéts (which are called tithe bills) intended 
to affift the collection of cuftomary, not full tithe, and in that confidence 
granted by parliament. I am not now enquiring whether the claim to the 
full tithe is legal, but whether the application of that tithe for the fole pur- 
pofe of fupporting the prieftis an nfurpation. And, I have fhewn you that 
tithe was a charity, fubjeét to the fupport of the poor in the firft place, and 
the prieft in the laft. I have fhewn you that tithe does not ftand on the deli- 
cate ground of private property. I have fhewn you, that it was a truft con- 
verted into a property, by abufe; which abufe the legiflature may controul, 
without facrilege or robbery. If a right to the full tenth is yet infifted on, 
give them the full tenth, on the principles on which alone they at firft ven- 
tured to demand it, fubjeét to a poor rate; let the truft be executed ; let wi- 
dows and orphans {hare it; let the houfe of indufiry and the various hofpitals 
and infirmaries fhare it; let the houfe of God (now a hovel repaired at the 
expence of parliament, though, by the canon law, it fhould be repaired by 
the priefthood) fhare it; let the poorer order of peafantry fhare it. If the 
clergy will infift on taking the full tithes of his potatoes, if they take the ftaff 
out of his hands, they muft carry the peafant on their fhoulders. Thus, the 
clergy infifting on the fiammum jus, and the laity on the fumma jufiitia, the 
fornier would not be richer by the change. I fhould on fuch a change, con- 
dole with the church, and congratulate the poor; and I fhould applaud the 
difcretion, as well as the moderation, of thofe exccllent paftors, who did not 
rake up from the afhes of fuperftition, this claim to the tenth, but were fatis- 
fied with competence and charaéter, and brotherly love, and a right to live 
by their miniftry, a right fet forth in the gofpel, and which nature had fet 
forth, even though the gofpel had been filent. 

‘¢ Impraéticable,—impracticablc,—imipraéticable,” a zealous divine will fay, 
any alteration is beyond the power and wifdom of parliament; above the fa- 
culties of man to make adequate provifion for 900 clergymen who defpife 
riches |! were it to raife a new tax for their provition, or for that of a body lefs 
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holy, how eafy the tafk! how various the means! but, when the propofal is to 
diminifh a tax already cftablithed, an impoffibility glares us in the face, of a 
meafure fo contrary to our praétices both in church and ftate. 

If you think the property of the church divine, and that when you affeé it 
at all, you touch on holy things, then call the propofal and call the refor- 
mation prophane, facrilegious, blafphemous, but never call the propofal im- 
practicable. How are the clergy paid in Holland? by fixed falary. How in 
Scotland? by fixed falary, never lefs than 1000 marks, nor more than 3000; 
Are the clergy in Scotland deficient? Has hiftory no obligation to the clergy 
of that fagacious people? How are the civil, military, and revenue eftablith- 
ments paid in Ireland? by fixed falary. You have not found it difficult, but 
fatally facile to create fuch falaries. In thefe laft twenty years, you have 
created not a few, and you have done this for laymen, to whom falary was 
the principal obje&t; but for the church, where the provifion, the temporal 
confideration is but fecondary, a moderate means for the fupport of the great 
duty of prayer; to fuppofe the regulation, or even moderation of that pro- 
vifion impraticable, annexes a moft tranfcendent importance to what is grofs 
and temporal, and a comparative infignificance te what is pure and fpiritual, 
and throws a certain complexion of grofinefs, and inabftinence on certain de- 
vout and moft learned controverfialifts. 

If indeed you conceive what is given in commutation fhould be equal to 
the tenth of your produce, the impraéticability is admitted. While I admire 
the enormity of the fuggeftion, I acknowledge the impraéticability of the ex- 
ecution of it. I believe the legiflature will never agree to give them the tenth 
either in commutation or tithe, both are impra¢ticable, fuch a claim, and fuch 
a commutation, that 900 men fhould have the tenth of the property of 
3,000,000; and you will find we are much more; the cuftom of the country, 
the modus of feveral places, your own vote of agiftment, and above all the 
intereft of religion, and of frugal piety forbid it; give them the tenth and 
you give away your religion; but if you mean a commutation for cuftomary 
profits, not extravagant claims, I think I have fhewn you that commutation 
is not impracticable; I have fhewn you how their prefent livings can be dif- 
covered, and can be commuted: the value is not an impenetrable myftery ; 
there is hardly a parifh in which you could avoid to find twelve refpectable 
parifhioners who would afcertain their ratages, and their income; nor is 
there a clergyman who could not tell you, nor a tithe farmer, nor a tithe- 
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proctor, nor a bithop, for he in his traffic with the minifter about tranflation 
generally gives in a fchedule of the value of the livings in his diocefe. I 
think it unneceflary to add, that there are feveral acts, and one of the laft 
feflion, requiring fuch a difcovery, aud the ratages in certain cafes to be made 
on oath. 

Men are apt to argue as if an error in that difcovery might be fatal, as if 
the effence of religion was in the quantum of folid food, and as if 30/. a year 
more, or 30/. lefs, would be a difference decifive as to the propagation of the 
gofpel. The inaccuracy that may attend the various ways of information on 
this fubject cannot be much, and if it fhall in a fmall degree lower the great 
livings and raife the finall, cannot be fatal. 

I thould not with to give the minifiers of the gofpel lefs than they have at 
prefent, except in fome cafes of hardflip and extortion; but fuppofe fome of 
them did receive lefs, would the church fall? The importance and the diffi- 
culty of accuracy on this queftion are both over-rated. 

This objection of impracticability therefore againft a commutation is buta 
pretence, and againft a modus is not even a pretence; or is it impracticable 
to enquire into the prefent ratages, and on that information to proceed? If 
fo, if this ftep is impracticable, the abufes that grow out of tithes are incurable, 
and then you ought to reject the fyftem of tithe as an incorrigible evil, and 
recur to another mode of paying your clergy. Ifa modus be impoflible, a 
commutation is neceffary. 

We are too apt to conceive public cares impracticable; every thing bold 
and radical in the fhape of public redrefs is termed impracticable. 

I remember when a declaration of right was thought impracticable; when 
the independency of the Inth parliament was thought impraéticable; when 
the eftablifiment of a free trade was thought impraéticable; when the refto- 
ration of the judicature of our peers was thought impracticable; when an ex- 
clufion of the legiflative power of the council was thought impraCicable ; 
when a limited mutiny-bill with Irith articles of war in the body of it, and 
the declaration of right in its front, was thought impracticable; when the 
formation of a tenantry-bill, for fecuring to the tenantry of Ireland their 
leafchold intereft was thought impraéticable ; and yet thofe things have not 
ouly come to pafs, but form the bafe on which we ftand. Never was there a 
country, to which the argument of impracticability was lefs applicable than 
Ireland. 
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Ireland is a great eapacity not yet brought into action; much has been 
civilized, much has been reclaimed, but fomething is to be redrefied; the 
lower orders of the people claim your attention; the beft hnfbandry is the 
huibandry of the human creature. What! can you reclaim the tops of your 
mountains, and cannot you improve your people? Every animal, except the 
tiger, (as I have heard) is capable of being reclaimed ; the method is to feed, 
to feed after a long hunger; you have with your own peafantry began the 
procefs, and you had better complete the experiment. 

Inadequate, inadequate! interpofes the advocate for exaétion ;_ the rich will 
intercept the relief intended by parliament. 

This objection fuppofes the condition of the peafantry to be poor in the laft 
degree; it fuppofes that condition to arife from various complicated caufes ; 
low price of labour, high price of land, number of abfentees, and other caufes, 
and it refers the poor to the hangman for regulation, and to Providence for 
relief; and it juftifies this abandonment of one part of the community, by a 
crimination of the other: on a furmifc that the upper orders of men in this 
country are complete extortioners, and would convert abatement of tithe into 
increafe of rent, and thus intercept the juftice of parliament. Here I muft 
abfolutely and inftantly deny the fact; the landlords are not as defcribed ; 
expenfive frequently I allow; but an hofpitable, a humane and affectionate 
people; the genius of the Irifh nation is affection; the gentlemen are not ex- 
tortioners by nature, nor (as the tithe farmer is) by profeflion. In fome 
cafes they do fet their land too high, in many not, and-on that head they are 
daily becoming more reafonable. 

Your magiftracy-bill, your riot-a&, your compenfation-bill, what becomes 
of the authority of thefe laws with the lower orders, if you argue them into a 
conviction, that the landlords of Ireland, that is the landed intereft who 
paffed thefe aéts in their collective capacity, are in their individual capacity 
but fo many extortioners? Look to the faét, to their leafes for thirty-one 
years, or three lives; not like bifhop’s leafes: look to their lands, not like 
church lands. See the difference between the lands of laymen, who have an 
intereft in the inheritance, and of church men, who have only the e/prit de 
corps, that is, a falfe and barren pride in the fucceffion; look to the landlords’ 
conduct; they pafied a tenantry-bill, the bifhops’ rejected a leafe-bill, and 
have almoft uniformly refifted every bill that tended to the improvement of 
-the country. If by the remoteft poffibility, their body could be in the fmalleft 
Now. IT. 6p degree 


114 APPER DIK 


degree prejudiced in the moft infignificant of its leaft warrantable pretenfions ; 
but if ftill you doubt, call forth the tenantry, and put the queftion to them; 
do not take your opinion from the opprefior; afk the oppreffed, and they 
will tell you what we know already, that the great oppreffion is tithe; the 
middle-man’s over-reaching, as in many inftances, I acknowledge he is, (com- 
pared to the tithe-farmer’s) is mercy. Suppofe him as deftitute of com- 
punction, he is not armed with the fame powers of torture, though he had the 
fame genius tor oppreffion; he has not his own tribunals, nor can he put the 
countryman to expence of attending on Vicar’s Courts, nor of watching his 
crop, nor of delaying his harveft home, nor of notices, nor fummonfes, nor of 
drinking at his ale-houfe, while the value of the tithe is computed, nor of all 
that train of circumftances and charge with which the uncertain dues of the 
church are now collected, at the expence of the morals of the people. 

But if the charge was founded in faét, it is not an argument, and has no- 
thing to fay to the queftion, where fimilar exertions of oppreffion, if morally 
probable, are rendered legally impoffible. The landlord cannot in confe- 
quence of exemption from tithe, raife his rent on his leffees, during the con- 
tinuance of the term. Now, do you imagine that it is the cottier only, and 
not the leffee alfo, that complains of tithe? they are both aggrieved; the te- 
nantry of Ireland are aggrieved, the leffee therefore, mutt be relieved by the 
plan, and the cottier cannot be equally oppreffed, becaufe he agrees for his 
rent before he fows his crop, but pays his tithe afterwards; the latter of courfe 
muft be, and the former cannot be, a charge for his extraordimary labour. 
Rent is a charge on land, tithe on labour, the one definite, the ether indefi- 
nite; they are not convertible; encreafe your rent under any pretence, ftill it 
muft avoid the effential evil of tithe; the evil of being arbitrary ; a tax rifing 
with induftry. Suppofe the fevereft cafe, one pound an acre advanced rent 
for potatoe ground, the cottier by extraordinary labour, works himfelf com- 
paratively out of his rent, and into a greater tithe; thus extortion by rent, is 
but a cruel compulfion on extraordinary labour, but tithe a penalty. 

There are certam arguments, which leading to fomething abfurd and non- 
fenfical, are ftricken out of the tribe of logic; thofe arguments fhould meet 
the fame fate which lead to fomething that is worfe than either nonfenfe or 
abfurdity, to cruelty and to oppreffion. Of this tribe is the reafoning I now 
combat, an argument which would leave the landlords without character, to 
leave the common people without redrefs; I condemn the premifes, but I ab- 
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hor the conclufion. What! fhould the clergy opprefs the poor, becaufe the 
landlords (as is alleged) do fo already? becaufe the latter (as is alleged) over 
value land, fhall the church overcharge labour? becaufe the peafant pays (as 
is alleged) fometimes five or fix pounds per acre for his land, fhall he pay ‘ 
twelve or twenty fhillings to the parfon for his potatoes? The premifes of this 
argument impeach the charaéter of the higher order, and the conclufion would 
fteél one order againft the other, and the refult of fuch reafoning would leave 
you (what it affects to find you) wicked and miferable ; and common fenfe 
and Chriftian charity lift up their hands againft fuch an opprobrious premife, 
and fuch a pernicious conclufion. 

If fuch were the ftate of our country, the church fhould interpofe and give a 
good example, and not follow a bad one; they fhould fay, we will take the 
lead; we will ourfelves moderate the exactions which opprefs the poor ; if the 
rich take the advantage, and fruftrate our pious intentions, we are not in fault ; 
the character of religion is free, her minifters do not participate the plunder 
of the people. The vote of agiftment left the meafure I propofe practicable, 
and made it neceflary; by that vote you fent the parfon from the demefne of 
the gentleman into the garden of the cottager; by that vote you faid you 
fhall not tax us; it remains for you to fay, you fhall not tithe the poor uncon- 
fcionably ; but, going as far as that vote and no farther, you declare to the 
proprietors of tithe, “‘ Tithe the poor as you pleafe, provided we do not pay 
you,” and this is what fome mean by their zeal in the fupport of the church ; 
this is the more exceptionable, when you recollect that of the poor who pay 
your clergy, there are numbers, of a different religion, who of courfe receive 
10 confideration from your clergy, and muft pay another clergy. The pro- 
teftant intereft may require that thefe fhould contribute to the Proteftant efta- 
blithment; but the proportion and the manner in which you now make them 
contribute, redounds but little to Proteftant honour, either in church or ftate. 

Aye! but will you encourage tumult? Will you reward the White-boy ? 
Will you give a premium to difturbance:—Sir, do not advert fo lightly to the 
ftate of this country, nor pafs fo fupercilioufly over general diftrefs, as to think 
that the Right-boy or White-boy, (or by whatever other vagrant denomina- 
tion tumult delights to defcribe itfelf) are the only perfons who fuffer by the 
prefent ftate of tithes; there are two other defcriptions who are opprefied by 
them, thofe who did nothing in the late difturbance, and thofe who took part 
to quell them. Can you fuppofe fo many would have been neutral in the fup- 
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preffion, if they had not been a party to the oppreffion? and have you com- 
plained of the languor of your magiftracy, and the fupinenefs of the Proteftant 
country gentlemen, without adverting to the reafon? The tumult was con- 
fined, but the fuffering was extenfive. But there is another body of men who 
fuffer, they who took part to fupprefs. Have they any pretenfions ? Do you 
deny that they are fufferers? they will come to the bar and prove it; they — 
will prove two things very material, very worthy your attention, their merit 
and their fuffering. 

Yes, but will you innovate? Admit this argument, and we fit here to con- 
fecrate abufes. The ftatutes of Mortmain were innovations; the fuppreflion 
of monafteries innovation; the reformation innovation; for, what is the Pro- 
teftant religion, but the interpofition of parliament, refcuing Chriftianity from 
abufes introduced by its own priefthood ? 

Inftitutions divine and human corrupt by their nature or by ours; the beft 
human inftitution, the Britifh conftitution, did fo corrupt, that, at different 
periods, it was anarchy, oligarchy, defpotifm, and was reftored by parliament. 

The only divine inftitution we know of, the Chriftian religion, did fo cor- 
rupt, as to have become an abomination, and was refcued by aét of parlia- 
ment. 

Life, like eftablifhments, declines, difeafe is the lot of nature, we oppofe its 
progrefs by ftrong remedies, we drink a frefh life at fome medicinal fountain, 
or we find a fpecific in fome falubrious herb: Will you call thefe reftoratives, 
innovation on the phyfical ceconomy ? Why then, in the political ceeconomy, 
thofe ftatutes which purge the public weal, and from time to time guard 
that firm animal man againft the evils to which civil fociety is expofed, the 
encroachments of the prieft and the politician. 

It is then on a falfe furmife of our nature, this objection ; we live by a fuc- 
eeffion of amendment; fuch is the hiftory of man, fuch above all, is the hiftory 
of religion, where amendment was ever oppofed ; and thofe cant exprefiions, 
the fupporting church and ftate, were ever advanced to continue the abufes 
of both. On thofe occafions prejudices from the ragged battlement of fu- 
perftition ever fcreened innovation. When our Elizabeth eftablithed the Pro- 
teftant religion, fhe was called an innovatrefs; when Luther began the 
reformation, he was called an innovator; nay, when Herod and the high 
prieft Caiphas (and high priefts of all religions are the fame) heard that one 
had gone forth into the multitude preaching, gathering the poor like the hen 
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under her wing, faying to thie rich, give unto the poor, and look for treafures: 
in heaven, and take heed that your hearts be not overcharged with luxury, 
furfeit, and the cares of this life; I fay, when Herod and the High Priett faw 
the author of the Chriftian religion, thus giving comfort and countenance, 
and hope to the poor, they were aftoniflied, they felt in his rebuke of their 
own pomp and pride, and gluttony and beaftlinefs, great innovation; they 
felt in the fublimity of his moral, great innovation ; they faw, in the extent 
of his public care, great innovation, and accordingly they confpired againft 
their Saviour, as an innovator; and, under the pretence of fupporting what 
they called the Church and State, they ftigmatized the redemption of man, 
and they crucified the Son of God. 

If we were defirous to retort on the church the argument of innovation— 
its own hiftory is fertile; what is the idea of property in the church, but an 
innovation? their converfion of property from the great body of the Chrif- 
tians, to their own ufe? innovation—their temporal power? innovation— 
their application for.donations, equal to tenth? innovation—the converfion 
of thefe donations to their own ufe? innovation—their excluding the fabric 
of the church as well as the poor, from the benefit of thofe donations ? inno- 
vations—their various tithe bills? innovation—their Riot-aét? innovation— 
their Compenfation-aét ? innovation. 

To judge of the objection of innovation againft my plan, fee what that plan 
does not do! 

It does: not: affeét the doétrine of our religion—it does not alter the church 
eftablifhment—it does not effeét the conftitution of epifcopacy. The modus. 
does not even alter the mode of their provifion, it only limits the quantum ; 
and limits it on principles much lefs fevere than that charity which they 
preach, or that abftinence which they inculcate. Is this innovation? Mode- 
ration, innovation! asif the Proteftant religion were to be propagated in Ire- 
land, like the influence of a minifter, by bribery; or. like the influence of a 
county candidate, by money; or like the caufe of a potwalloping canvaffer, 
by the weight of the purfe ; as if Chrift could not prevail over the earth, un- 
lefs Mammon took him by the hand. Am I to underftand, that if you give 
the parfon 12s..in the acre for potatoes, and 10s. for wheat, .the Proteftant 
religion is fafe on its rock ; but if you reduce him to 6s. the acre for pota- 
toes and wheat, then Jupiter fhakes the Heaven with lis thunder— Neptune 
rakes up the deep with his trident, and Pluto leaps from his throne ?>—argu- 
ments and appetites which depart from Chriftian purity, are beft illuftrated by 
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Heathen mythology. See the curate—he rifes at fix to morning prayers; he 
leaves company at fix for evening prayer; he baptizes, he marries, he churches, 
he buries, he follows with pious offices his fellow-creature from the cradle to 
the grave---for what immenfe income! —what riches to reward thefe inefti- 
mable fervices? Do not depend on the penury of the laity. Let his own 
order value his deferts; 50/. a year; 50/. for praying, for chriftening, for 
marrying, for churching, for burying, for followmg with Chriftian offices his 
fellow creature from cradle to grave—fo frugal a thing is devotion, fo cheap 
religion, fo eafy the terms on which man may worfhip his Maker, and fo fmall 
the income in the opinion of ecclefiaftics, fufficient for the duties of a clergy- 
man, as far ashe is conneéted at all with the Chriftian religion. 

I think the curate has by far too little—bloated with the full tenth, I think 
the church would have abundantly too much. 

The provifion of the church is not abfolute property, like an eftate, but 
payment for a duty: it isa falary for prayer, not the gift of God independent 
of the duty. He did not fend his Son to fuffer on earth, to eftablith a rich 
priefthood, but to fave mankind—it is the donation of the laity, for the duty 
of prayer. The labourer deferves higher for doing his duty---he is paid not 
as a high prieft, but a paftor in his evangelic, not his corporate capacity--- 
when he defires to live by his miniftry, he demands his right ; when he defires 
the tenth of your wealth, he demands your right ; and he prefumes riches to 
be the right of the church, inftead of fuppofing what he ought, the Gofpel’'to 
be the right of the people, and competency for preaching the Gofpel, not 
Juxury, to be the right, as it is the profeffion of the church. A provifion for 
the Minifter of the Gofpel on its own principles, keeping clear of the two 
extremes, poverty on one fide, and riches on the other; both are avocations 
from prayer; poverty, which is a ftruggle how to live, and riches, which are 
an occupation how to fpend. But of the two extremes, I fhould dread 
riches---and above all, fuch indefinite riches as the tenth of the induftry, ca- 
pital, and land of 3,000,000, would heap in the kitchens of 900 clergymen--- 
an impoffible proportion ; but if poffible, an avocation of a very worldly kind, 
introducing gratifications of a very temporal nature---paffions different from 
the precepts of the Gofpel—ambition, pride, and yain glory. Add to this 
acquifition of the tenth---the litigation which muft attend it ; and the double 
avocation of luxury and law: conceive a war of citations, contempts, fum- 
monfes, civil bills, proétors, attornies, and all the voluminous train of difcord, 
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carried on at the fuit of the man of peace---by the plaintiff in the pulpit, 
againft the defendants, his congregation. It is a ftrong argument againtt 
the tenth, that fuch claim is not only inconfiftent with the nature of things, 
but abfolutely incompatible with the exercife of the Chriftian religion. ad 
the Apoftles advanced, among the Jews, pretenfions to the tenth of the pro- 
duce of Judea, they would uot have converted a lefs perverfe generation ; but 
they were humble and infpired men---they went forth in humble guife, with 
naked foot, and brought to every man’s door in his own tongue, the true 
belief; their word prevailed againft the potentates of the earth, and on the 
ruin of the barbaric pride, and pontific luxury---they placed the naked ma- 
jefty of the Chriftian religion. 

This light was foon put down by its own minifters, and on its extinétion a 
beaftly and pompous priefthood afcended. Political potentates, not Chriftian 
paftors---full of falfe zeal, full of worldly pride, and full of gluttony---empty 
of the true religion. ‘To their flock oppreflive, to their inferior clergy brutal, 
to their king abject, and to their God impudent and familiar ; they ftood on 
the altar, as a ftepping ftool to the throne, glozing in the ear of princes, whom 
they poifoned with crooked principles and heated advice, and were a faétion 
againft their king, when they were not his flaves; ever the dirt under his feet, 
or a poignard in his heart. 

Their power went down; it burft of its own plethory, when a poor 
reformer, with the Gofpel in his hand, aud in the infpired fpirit of poverty, 


reftored the Chriftian religion---the fame principle. which introduced Chritti-. 


anity guided reformation.. What Luther did for us, philofophy has done in 
fome degree for the Roman Catholics, and that religion has undergone a filent 
reformation, and both divifions of Chriftianity, unlefs they have loft their 
underftanding, muft have loft their animofity, though they have retained their 
diftinGtions. The priefthood of Europe is not now what it was once; their 
religion has encreafed as their power has diminifhed. In thefe countries par- 
ticularly, for the moft part, they are a mild order of men, with lefs dominion 


and more picty therefore, their charaéter for the moft part may be defcribed in. 


few words—morality, enlightened by letters, and exalted by religion—fuch 
many of our parochial clergy, with fome exceptions however, particularly in 
fome of the difturbed parts of the kingdam—fuch fome of the heads of 
the church—fuch the very head of the church in Ireland. That comely 
perfonage, who prefides over a vaft income, and thinks he has great reve- 
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nues, but is miftaken, being in fa@ nothing more than the fteward of the 
poor, and a mere infirument in the hand of Providence, making the beft pofti- 
ble diftribution of the fruits of the earth; nay, there are of the church fome 
fuperior to the prejudice which on the fubjeét of tithes may be expected. Of 
all inftitutions, fays Paley, adverfe to cultivation, none fo noxious as tithe— 
not only a tax on indufiry, but the induftry that feeds inankind ; it is true ! 
the mode of providing for the church is exceptionable, and in fome parts of 
Ireland has been, I apprehend, attended with very confiderable abufes : thefe 
are what I wifh to fubmit to you ; you will enquire wlicther in fome cafes the 
demands for tithes have not been illegal, the collection of them opprefiive, 
the excefs of demand uncharitable, and the growth of it confiderable and op- 
prefiive. 

Whether in all cafes the tithes farmer has been a merciful paftor, the tithe 
proctor an upright agent, and even the vicar himfelf a moft unbiaffed judge. 

In this enquiry, or in forming fome regulations from this enquiry, you will 
not be withheld by the arguments of pride, bigotry, and prejudice; that ar- 
gument, which refle@ing on God maintains the facred right of exaétions; that 
other argument, which reflecting on parliament denies your capacity to give 
redrefs ; that other argument, which reflecting on human nature fuppofes that 
you inflame mankind by redrefling their grievances; that other argument, 
which traduces the landed intereft of Ireland as an extortioner, and belies one 
part of the community to continue the miferies of the other---an argument, 
of calumny, an argument of cruelty. Leaft of all fhould you be withheld by 
that idle intimation ftuffed into the {peech from the throne, fuggefting that 
the church is in danger, and holding out from that awful feat of authority, 
falfe lights to the nation, as if we had doated back to the nonfenfe of Sache- 
verel’s days, and were to be ridden once more by the fools and bigots. Par- 
liament is not a bigot---you are no fectary, no polemic—it is your duty to 
unite all men, to manifeft brotherly love, and confidence to all men---the 
parental fentiment is the true principle of government. Men are ever finally 
difpofed to be governed by the inftrument of their happinefs. The myftery of 
government would you learn it ?---look on the Gofpel, and make the fource of 
your redemption the rule of authority, and like the hen in the fcripture, ex- 
pand your wings and take in all your people. 

Let bigotry and fchifm, the zealot’s fire, the high prieft’s intolerance, 
through all their difcordancy, tremble, while an enlightened parliament, with 
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arms of general protection, over-arches the whole community, and roots the 
Proteftant afcendency in the fovereign mercy of its nature; laws of coercion, 
perhaps neceflary, certainly fevere, you have put forth already, but your 
great engine of power, you have hitherto kept back ; that engine, which the 
pride of the bigot, nor the fpite of the zealot, nor the ambition of the high, 
nor the arfenal of the conqueror, nor the inquifition with its jaded rack and 
pale criminal, never thought of: the engine which armed with phyfical and 
moral blefling comes forth, and overlays mankind by fervices ; the engine of 
redrefs---this is government, and this the only defcription of government 
worth your ambition. Were I to raife you to a great act, I fhould not recur 
to the hiftory of other nations ; I would recite your own aéts, and fet you in 
emulation with yourfelves. Do you remember that night, when you gave 
your country a Free Trade, and withyour hands opened all her harbours. 
That night when you gave her a Free Conftitution, and broke the chains of 
a century---while England, echipfed at your glory and your tifland, rofe as it 
were from its bed, and got nearer to the fun. In the arts that polith life, the 
inventions that accommodate, the manufactures that adorn it, you will be for 
many years inferior to fome other parts of Europe; but, to nurfe a growing 
people, to mature a ftruggling, though hardy community, to mould, to mul- 
tiply, to confolidate, to infpire, and to exalt a young nation; be thefe your 
barbarous accomplifhments ? 

I fpeak this to you, from a long knowledge of your charaéter, and the va- 
rious refources of your foul, and I confide my motion to thofe principles not 
only of juftice, but of fire, which I have obferved to exift in your compofi- 
tion, and occafionally to break out in a flame of public zeal, leaving the 
minifters of the crown in eclipfed degradation. It is therefore I have not 
come to you furnifhed merely with a cold mechanical plan; but have fubmit- 
ted to your confideration the living grievances, conceiving that any thing in 
the fhape of oppreffion made once apparent---oppreffion too of a people you 
have fet free---the evil will catch thofe warm fufceptible properties which 
abound in your mind, and qualify you for legiflation. 
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Bellingham, W. Ryegate 
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Cawthorn, J. F. Lincoln 
Cecil, Henry, Stamford 
Chaytor, W. Heydon 

Cocks, 
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Dolben, Sir W. Oxford Univerfity 
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Drake, W. jun. ditto 
Drummond, H. Midhurft 
Drummond, J. Shaftefbury 
Duncomb, H. Yorkthire 
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Duntze, Sir J. Tiverton 
Edgecumbe, Hon. R. Fowey 
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Edwin, C. Glamorganfhire 
Egerton, J. W. Brackley 
Egerton, W. Hindon 

Ehot, Hon. E. J. Lifkeard 

Ehot, Hon. J. Lifkeard 

Ellis, J. F. Leftwithiel 

Efiwick, S. Wefibury 

Eufton, Earl of, Cambridge Univerf. 


Fane, Hon. H. Lyme Rests 

Fane, Hon. T. Plymouth 

Fellows, W. Andover 

Fergufon, Sir A. Edinburgh 

Fife, Earl of, Elginfhire 

Fitzroy, Lord C. St. Edmondfbary 

Vleming, J. Southampton 

Flood, Right Hon. Henry, Seaford 

Fludyer, G. Chippingham f 

Frafer, J. Gatton 

Gamon, R. Winchefter 

Gafcoine, B. Liverpool 

Gideon, Sir S. Coventry 

Gilbert, T. Litchfield 

Gipps, G. Canterbury 

Goddard, Ambrofe, Wiltfhire 

Gordon, Lord W. Invernefsthire 

Gordon, I. Stockbridge 

Gough, Sir H. Bramber 

Gower, Earl, Staffordfhire 

Gower, Hon. J. L. Appleby 

Graham, Marquis, Great Bedwin 

Grant, I. Sutherlandfhire 

Gregory, M. Newton, Hants 

Grenville, Right Hon. James, Buck- 
ingham 

Grenville, Right Hon. W. W. Speaker, 
Bucks 

Gniby, J. Suffolk 

Grimftone, Vifc. Hertfordfhire 

Grimfton, Hon. W. St. Albans 

Grofvenor, Hon. T. Chefier 

Hales, Sir P. Marlborough 

Halifax, Sir T. Aylefbury 

Tamulton, J. J. St. Germain 

Hamilton, I. Haddingtonthire 

692 Hammet 
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Hammet, Sir B. Taunton ’ Lenox, Lord G. Suffex 
Hardinge, G. Old Sarum Lethieullier, B. Andover 

Harley, Right Hon. T. Herefordfhire Littleton, Sir Edward, Stafford thire 
Hawkins, C. St. Michael’s Lincoln, Earl of, Eaft Retford 
Henniker, J. New Romney Lewis, Sir W. London 

Herbert, Lord, Wilton Lygon, W. Worcefterfhire 

Hill, Sir Richard, Shropfhire Long, Charles, Rye 

Hill, J. Shrewfbury Long, Sir J. T. Wilthhire 
Hinchinbroke, Vife. Huntingdon Macdonald, Sir Arch. Newcaftle under 
Hobart, Hon. H. Norwich Lyne 

Houghton, Sir H. Prefton Macnamara, J. Leicefter 

Home, P. Berwickthire Macreth, R. Afhburton 

Horbart, R. Bramber Maddocks, J. Weftbury 
Honewood, Sir J. Steyning M‘Dowall, A. Wigtown 

Hood, Alex. Bridgewater Mainwaring, W. Middlefex 
Hopkins, R. Dartmouth Manners, R. Bedwin 

Hopkins, B. B. Ichefter Martin, J. Tewkefbury 

Howard, Sir G. Stamford Mafters, T. Gloucefterfhire 
Howard, Hon. R. Steyning Mawbey, Sir J. Surry 
Hungerford, I. P. Leicefterfhire Medley, G. Eaft Grinftead 
Hunter, J. Leominfter Mefurier, Paul Le, Southwark 
Jekyll, J. Calne Metcalf, P. Horfham 

Jennings, G. Thetford Middleton, Sir C. Rochefter 
Jervis, Sir J. Yarmouth Middleton, W.Ipfwich 

Johnes, T. Radnorfhire Milnes, R. 8, York 

Johnfton, Sir James, Dumfries Minchin, H. Oakhampton 
Irvine, A. Eaft Looe Mitford, John Bearalfton 
Kempe, T. Lewes Munro, Sir Hector, Invernefs, &c. 
Kenfington, Lord, Haverfordweft Montague, M. Bofliney, &c. 
Kent, Sir C. Thetford Moor, J. Selkirk 

Knight, J. G. Aldborough Mornington, Earl of, Windfor 
Kynafton, J. Shropshire Mortimer, H. W. Shaftfbury 
Langhorn, Sir J. Northamptonfhire Mufgrave, Lord, Newark upon Trent 
Langfton, John, Sudbury Muncafter, Lord, Milbourn Port 
Lafcelles, E. Northallerton Murray, Hon. J. Perththire 
Lawley, Sir G. Warwick thire Murry, Hon. D. Peeblefhire 


Neville, 


Neville, R. A. Reading 
Nicholas, R. Cricklade 
Nugent, E. Buckingham 


Onflow, Hon. T. Guildford 


Orchard, Paul, Callington 
Pardoe, J. Plympton 
Parry, J. Carnarvonthire 
Peachey, J. Shoreham 
Penn, Richard, Appleby 


Pennyman, Sir James, Beverley 


Philips, E. Somerfetthire 
Phillipfon, R. B. Eye 
Phipps, W. M. Pool 
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Scott, Sir J. Weobly 

Scott, J. Weft Looe 

Selwyn, G. A. Luggerfhall 

Selwyn, W. Whitchurch 

Shaft, R. Dowton 

Shuckburgh, Sir G. A. W. Warwick- 
fhire 

Smith, Samuel, jun. Worcefter 

Smith, Samuel, St. Germains 

Smith, Robert, Nottingham 

Smith, C. L. Leicefter 

Smith 

Smith, W. Sudbury 


Pitt, Right Hon. William, Cambridge Smith, Jofiah, Devizes 


Pochin, W. Leicefterfhire 
Popham, Alex. Taunton 
Powney, P. P. Windfor 
Praed, W. St. Ives 


Prefton, Sir C. Kinghorn, &c. 


Prefton, R. Dover 
Pringle, M. Selkirkfhire 
Pye, H. J. Berkthire 
Pulteney, W. Shrewfbury 
Rafhleigh, P. Fowey 
Radcliffe, Sir C. F. Hythe 
Rich, Sir T. Marlow 
Robinfon, John, Harwich 
Robinfon, C. Canterbury 
Rolle, J. Devonfhire 
Rooke, J. Monmouthfhire 
Rofe, G. Lymington 
Rofs, C. Kirkwall 

Roufe, Sir J. Suffolk 
Roufe, C. W.B. Evefham 
Roushart, Sir J. ditto 
Ryder, Hon. D. Tiverton 


Smyth, J. Pontefraé 
Sneyd, W. Cafile Riding 
Sotheron, W. Pontefract 
Stanhope, W.S. Kingfton 
Stanley, T. Chichefter 
Stephens, P. Sandwich 
Stephenfon, J. Plympton 
Steward, Gab. Weymouth 
Strutt, J. Malden 
Stuart, Hon. C. Boffiney 
Sulivan, R. J. New Romney 
Sumner, G. IIchefter 
Sutton, J. Newark 
Sutton, Sir R. Boroughbridge 
Sutton, G. Grantham 
Sykes, Sir F. Wallingford 
Sykes, Sir C. Beverley 
Thiftlethwayte, R. Hants 
Thomas, G. W. Chichefter 
Thornton, H. Southwark 
Thornton, H. Kingfton upon Hull 
Thornton, R. Bridgewater 
Thynne, 
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Thynne, Hon. T. Weobly 

Townfhend, Hon, J. T. Newport, 
Hants. 

Tudway, C. Wells 

Timmer, Sir GP? Thee 

Tyrconnel, Earl of, Scarborough 

Vanfittart, G. Berkfhire 

Vernon, R. Newcaftle under Line 

Villiers, Hon. J. C. Old Sarum 

Waller, R. Chiping Wycombe 

Watfon, B. London 

Weyms, W. Fifethire 

Wenman, Vifc. Oxfordfhire 
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Weftcotc, Lord, Bewdley 
Whitbread, S. Bedford 
Wilberforce, W. Yorkihire 
Williams, W. Flint 

Williams, Sir H. Beaumaris 
Wilmot, J. Coventry 
Wodehoufe, Sir J. Norfolk 
Wood, R. Minehead 
Worcefter, Marquis of, Monmouth 
Wraxall, N. W. Lluggerfhall 
Yonge, Sir G. Honiton 

York, Hon. P. Cambridgefhire 
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Acourt, W. P. A. Heytefbury 
Adam, W. Kintore, &c. 

Amcotts, Wharton, Retford 
Anfon, George, Litchfield 
Anttruther, J. Anftruthercafter, &c. 
Aftly, Sir Edward, Norfolk 
Bamfield, Sir Charles W. Exeter 
Baftard, J. P. Devonthire 

Baffet, Sir Francis, Penryn 
Baham, Vifc. Orford 

Beckford, Rich. Arundel 
Bentinck, Ld. Edward, Nottingham 
Benyon, Richard, Peterborough 
Bertie, Hon. W. Salfbury 
Bridgeman, Sir H. Wenlock 
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Burgoine, Rt. Hon. J. Prefton 
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Calcroft, John, Wareham 

Campbell, John Pryfe, Cardigan 

Carnegie, Sir Dav. Aberdeen, &c. 

Cavendith, Lord George H. Derby 

Cavendith, Lord George, Derbythire 

Chriftian, John, Carlifle 

Clayton, Sir Robert, Blechingly 

Clayton, Wm. Great Marlow 

Cleveland, John, Barnftaple 

Clive, Lord, Ludlow 

Clive, William, Bifhop’s Caftle 

Codrington, Sir Wm. Tewkefbury 

Coke, Daniel Parker, Nottingham 

Coke, Edward, Derby 
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Collier, Sir George, Honiton 

Conway, Hon. Robert, S. Wotton 
Baflet 

Conway, Hon. George S. Oxford 

Conway, Hon. Wm. S. Downton 

Conway, Hon. Hugh 8S. Tregony 

Cooper, 
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Cooper, Sir Grey, Richmond 
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Cotes, John, Wigan 
Cotstord, Edward, Midhurft 
Courteney, John, Tamworth 
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Crewe, John, Chefhire 
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Davers, Sir C. Bury St. Edmonds 
Dawkins, James, Chippenham 
Delme, Peter, Morpeth 

Dempfter, George, Cupar, &c. 
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Fitzherbert, T. Arundel 
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Fletcher, Sir H. Cumberland 
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land 
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Tox, Right Hon. C. J. Weftminfter 

Francis, Philip, Yarmouth, Ifle of 
Wight 

Frederick, Sir John, Chriftchurch 

Fullerton, Wiliam, Lauder, &c. 
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Ladbroke, Robert, Warwick 


Fitzpatrick, Right Hon. R. Taviftock Lambton, W. H. Durham 


Laurie 
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Pelham, Right Hon. Thomas, Suffex 
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Penrhyn, Lord, Liverpool 
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on Tyne 
Rufhworth, Edward, Newport, Hants. 
Ruffel, Lord John, Taviftock 
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St. John, Hon. St. Andrew, Bedford- Taylor, Clem. Maidftone 


fhire 
Salt, Samuel, Aldborough 
Satterthwaithe, J. C. Cockermouth 
Saville, Hon. R. Lumley, Lincoln 
Sawbridge, John, London 
Scott, Thomas, Bridport 
Scudamore, John, Hereford 
Senhoufe, H. Cockermouth 
Sheridan, Richard B. Stafford 
Sinclair, Sir Jolin, Leftwithiel 
Skene, George, Aberdeenthire 
Sloane, Hans, Chriftchurch 
Sloper, William Charles, St. Alban’s 
Smyth, Sir Robert, Colchefter 
Spencer, Lord Charles, Oxfordfhire 
Spencer, Lord Robert, Oxford City 
Stanley, Thomas, Lancafhire 
Stephenfon, Roland, Carlifle 
Stewart, Alexander, Kircudbright 
Strachey, Henry, Bifhop’s Caftle 
Stuart, Hon. James, Butefhire 
Stuart, John Shaw, Renfrewthire 
Sturt, Charles, Bridport 


Taylor, Michael Angelo, Poole 

Tempeft, John, Durham City 

Thorold, Sir John, Lincolnfhire 

Townfhend, Lord John, Weftminfter 

Vanneck, Sir Gerard William, Dun- 
wich 

Vaughan, Hon. John, Berwick on 
Tweed 

Vyner, Robert, Thirfk 

Upper Offory, Earl of, Bedfordthire 

Walpole, Hon. Horatio, Lynn-Regis 

Walwyn, James, Hereford 

Warren, Sir George, Lancafter 

Webb, John, Gloucefter 

Weddell, William, Matton 

Whitmore, Thomas, Bridgenorth 

Wilbraham, Roger, Helfton 

Windham, Right Hon. William, Nor- 
wich 

Winnington, Edward, Draftwieh 

Wrightfon, William, Aylefbury 

Wynn, Glynn, Carnarvon 

Wynn, Sir W. Williams, Derbyfhire 


Lift of thofe Members who have not voted on the Queftion refpeing 
the Regency. 


Adeane, J. W. Cambridge 
Ambler, Charles, Saltath 

Aubrey, Thomas, Wallingford 
Aubrey, Sir John, Bucks. 
Barnard, Vifcount, Totnefs 
Beckford, William, Wells 
Campbell, Sir James, Culrofs, &c. 


Clavering, Sir Thomas, Durham 
County 

Compton, Lord, Northampton 

Cunninghame, Right Hon. Robert, 
Eaft Grinftead 

Cuft, Francis, C. Grantham 

Eden, Right Hon. W. Heytefbury 


Vou. IT. Or Fergufon, 
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Tergufon, James, Bamffshire Pitt, Hon. George, Dorfetthire 
Goodricke, Sir John, Ripon Rumbold, Sir Thomas, Weymouth 
Hare, James, Knarefborough Rutfel, Lord William, Surrey 
Lewis, Edward, New Radnor Smith, Nathaniel, Rochefter 
Luttrell, John Fownes, Minehead Trevanion, John, Dover 

Manfell, Sir William, Carmarthenfhire Trevelyan, Sir John, Somerfetfhire 
Milford, Lord, Pembrokefhire Trottman, F. Northampton 
Mitford, William, Newport, Cornwall Vaughan, E. Lloyd, Merioneththire 
Montgomerie, Hugh, Airihire Watherftone, Dalhoufie, Bofton 
Orde, Right Hon. Thomas, Harwich Wilks, John, Middlefex 

Palk, Lawrence, Afhburton Wycombe, Lord, Chip. Wycombe 


Peyton, Sir Henry, Cambridgethire 


No. LXXX. 
Protefis upon the Regency. (P. 247.) 


DISSENTIENT. 


BECAUSE the undoubted right and indifpenfible duty declared in the 
faid refolution to have been exercifed and difcharged by the lords and com- 
mons of Ireland, and to which it is alleged they are alone competent, do not 
in any legal or found fenfe appear to us to haveany exiftence. And becaufe 
the affuming a right in the lords and commons alone to confer upon his 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales the government of this kingdom, under 
the {tile and title of Prince Regent of Ireland, in the name and on the behalf 
of his majefty, to exercife and adminifter according to the laws and confti- 
tution of this kingdom, all regal powers and prerogatives to the crown and 
government thereof belonging, or the addrefling his royal highnefs to take 
upon himfelf fuch government in manner aforefaid, before he be enabled by 
law fo to do, feems to us altogether unwarrantable, and to be highly dangerous 
in its tendency to difturb and break the conftitutional union, whereby this 
realm of Ireland is for ever knit and united to the imperial crown of Eng- 
land, on which connection the happinefs of both kingdoms effentially depends ; 
and we are the more apprehenfive of danger, left the fo doing fhould be con- 

fidered 
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fidered as tending to the prejudice, difturbance or derogation of the king's 
majefty in, of, or for the crown of this realm of Ireland. 


Mountmorris, by proxy Lifford, C. 
Courtown, by proxy R. Dublin 
Ennifkillen, by proxy Conyngham 
Mornington, by proxy Tyrone 
Altamont, by proxy Bective 
John Clogher, by proxy Chetwynd 
George Lewis, Kilmore Valentia 
Wilham Leighlin and Ferns Longford 
Powerfcourt Glandore 
Hillfborough Ranelagh 
Carhampton Harberton 
Lanefborough Bellamont 


Wiliam Offory 
Diffentient. 


BECAUSE when his excellency the lord lieutenant, his majefty’s repre- 
fentative here, hath told us that under the impreffions of his official duty and 
of the oath that he hath as chief governor of this kingdom, he is obliged to 
decline tranfmitting to Great Britain the addrefs of both houfes of parliament 
to his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, it doth not confift with that de- 
corum, with that jufiice, and that grave proceeding, in which this houfe, 
the great and dernier court of juftice, will ever a¢t, to proeeed to a condem- 
nation and cenfure of his excellency without being allowed to enquire and 
look into the eonftitution of his office or into his oath. And befides, we can- 
not confider it as a want of refpeét to his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, 
the not tranfmitting the faid addrefs to him, as it would expofe his royal high- 
nefs to difficulty and embarraffment, by laying him under the difagreeable 
neceffity of deciding upon great legal and conftitutional principles, in which 
his royal highnefs’s future intereft, and the rights of that imperial erown, which 
he is born to inherit, may be very deeply concerned, and mereover, we con- 
eeive this houfe ought ever to be mindful of the fiation, in which the confti- 
tution hath placed it, and ought to refift every thing, which partakes of intem- 
perance. and excefs. 


Mountmornis, by proxy Mornington, by proxy 
Courtown, by proxy Ennifkulen, by proxy 


Or2 Altamont, 
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Altamont, by proxy Lifford, C. 
George Lewes Kilmore Tyrone 
John Clogher, by proxy Langford 
W. Leighlin and Ferms Glandore 
Lanefborough Beétive 
Powerfcourt Harbertown 
Hillfborough R. Dublin 
Carhampton Ranelagh 
Bellamont W. Offory 
Valentia Conyngham 
Diffentient. 


BECAUSE although defirous to exprefs our humble thanks to his Royal 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales, for his gracious anfwer to the addreffes of both 
houfes of parliament, and that to a degree, which might induce us to pafs 
over the departure, which there feems to be in the mode and form of this ad- 
drefs from the ufual courfe and proceedings of parliament, yet we cannot 
agree to this addrefs, which doth not confift, as we conceive, with thofe con- 
ftitutional principles, which are maintained in our protefts of February laft, and 
to which we adhere. 


Harberton Lifford 
Tyrone R. Dublin 
Lanefborough Ranelagh 
William Offory Chetwynd 
Glandore Langford 
Mountmorris Altamont 
No. LXXXI. 


(Page 249.) 
Floufe of Lords, on a Motion for adjourning the Confideration of the Ad- 
drefs to the Prince of Wales toa diftant Day, the Dicifion was as fol- 


lows: 


AGAINST. 
Arch. Cafhel Tuam Earl Meath 
Duke Leinfter Drogheda 


Granard, 


Earl Granard 
Shannon 
Clanbrayfil 
Belvidere 
Louth 
Arran 
Miltown 
Charlemont 
Grandifon 
Rofs 
Clanwilliam 
Aldborough 
Mountcafhel 
Portarlington 
Farnham 

Vifc. Mountgarret. 

Strangford. 
Allen 


Chancellor 
Archb. Dublin 
Earl Tyrone 
Hilfborough 
Bedétive 
Lanefborough 
Bellamont 
Glandore 
Carhampton 
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No. LXXXITI. 
Report of the Commiffioners on the Police Bill. (P. 269.) 


Mr. SPEAKER, 


YOUR committee appointed to examine the accounts of 
the commiffioners of police, having met according to order, and called for 
fuch papers as appeared to them to be neceffary, and alfo examined feveral 
witneffes relative to the ftate of the faid accounts, in the moft folemn manner, 
directed me to report as follows : 

Your committee having examined the accounts laid before them by the 
commiflioners of police, do find, that in the two years and a half, which 
their inftitution has fubfifted, ending the 25th of March laft, they have fpent 
more than 51,000/. of the money of the public. 

They find further, that the total expence of the firft year, including the 
falaries paid to the commiffioners and divifional juftices, amounted to 
20,:97/. Qs. 10d. and of the fecond year to 19,9810. Os. 23d. of which fums your 
committe find that the fum of 9,682/. 13s. 10d. was the charge for the 
watch in the firft year, and 9,500/. in the fecond year, and that the remainder 
(being a fum of 10,514/. 16s. in the firft year, and 10,4817. Os. 23d. in the 
fecond) has been expended in falaries and other charges, which have at- 
tended this eftablifhment. 

Your committee then proceeded to examine into the particulars of thefe 
laft fums, and find, that a fum of 4,000/. and upwards has becn expended 
for the police houfe, and the houfes and offices of the divifional magifirates, 
and of the high and chief conftables, and for furniture. 

Your committee further find among many other unfuitable and objectio- 
nable articles compofing the laft mentioned fum of 4,000/. there is a charge 
of 138/. 10s. 8d. for looking glaffes, and g9/. 8s. 3zd. for Wilton and other 
carpets. 

Your committce proceeded further to examine the expence of the police 
cavalry, and find that above 4,600/. have been expended for the forty horfe 
of the police eftablifhment in the two firft years, although it appears to the 
committee, that the keeping any horfe policemen was, and is nnneceffary, and 
confequently that the laft mentioned fum was an expence ufelefs to the public. 

Vou. II. 6s ‘It 
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It alfo appears to your committee, that the additional watch at Od. per day 
has not anfwered the defired effect. 

Your committee having obferved an exceflive charge for the article of 
coals, and enquired into the application thereof, do find, that about 406 
tons have been, on an average, the annual confumption, of which 48 tons 
have been the allowance to the four divifional magiftrates; about 209 to 
high and chief conftables, the houfe of correétion, and watch houfes; and 
for the remaining quantity of above 180 tons, there appears no account 
except for fuch part thereof, as may have been confumed at thie police houfe. 

Your committee have further to obferve, that the commiflioners appear 
to have made an improvident contraét, in paying 20s. a ton in the fecond 
and third years, the coal faétor who furnifhed the firft year having declared 
his readinefs to continue his contraét at 10s. 

Your comniittee then proceeded to confider the charge under the head of 
itationary, and find it to be for the two years and a half 3,316/. 6s. 6id. On 
this extraordinary charge your committee have to obferve, that upwards 
of 150/. were paid for gilt paper, and 40/. 8s. 8d. for fealing wax, in the 
firft year and a half, ending the 25th of March, 1788; charges unwarrantable 
and unneceffary, which are confirmed by the charge of 13/. being found fuf- 
ficient for both thofe articles in the following year. 

Your committee find a confiderable and very extraordinary charge for 
books, fome of which appear to be unneceffary, and by no means apper- 
taining to the bufinefs of the police, the catalogue of which was prefented to 
the houfe laft feffion. 

Your committee alfo find, that the commiffioners of police have, for the 
laft year and three quarters, paid by agreement to their ftationer 104/. 1s. 6d. 
per quarter (which is about 8/. a week), for compiling and printing the 
Hue and Cry, and for occafional hand bills, of which fum he allows one 
guinea per week to a clerk for compiling the Hue and Cry, and he calculates 
the occafional hand bill at feven shillings per week, which leaves about 62. 10s. 
to faid fiationer, for printing the faid Hue and Cry. 

Your committee then examined John Chambers and Thomas M‘Donnel, 
mafter printers, and found they would undertake to print the Hue and Cry, 
on a paper, and with a type of the fame kind, as thofe made ufe of for it, 
for about 3/. 13s. per week lefs than is now paid by the commiffioners. 


Your committee think it neceflary alfo to take notice, that a fum of 246/. 
18s. 
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18s. 8d. was paid in the firft year, and 153/. 14s. 74d. in the fecond, for 
advertifements in newfpapers. 

Your committee think it their duty to obferve, that there is a charge 
of 1761. 7s. 1d. for a furvey and maps of the metropolis diftriét. 

Your committee further find, that about 900/. have been expended in 
law fuits, in the greater part of which the commiflioners of police have been 
unfuccefsful. 

Your committee proceeded to examine into the ftoppages made from 
the police watchmen, and find, that lsd. per day, amounting to 2/. 13s. 23d. 
a vear, is flopped for clothing from the daily pay of each police night 
watchman, which (for the 400 men) amounts to 1064/. 11s. 8d. a year; 
and that 24d. per day, amounting to 3/. 8s. 53d. a year, is ftopped for 
clothing from each watch conftable, which, for 40 men comes to 1367. 
17s. Od. a year, which ftoppages amount in the whole to 1,2012. Qs. 2d. per 
annum. 

Your committee further find, that the clothing, to which fuch ftoppages is 
applied, confifts, for the night watchmen, of coat, waiftcoat, breeches, flannel 
under waiftcoat, one pair of long gaiters, and hat and cockade, for all which 
the price paid by contract amounts to 2/. 4s. 5d. per man yearly, and for the 
400 men to 888/. 6s. 8d. and that the clothing of 40 watch conftables con- 
fifls of the aforefaid articles, and alfo of filver lace, loop and button for 
the hat, and of a filver epaulet, all which clothing cofts 2/. 19s. 14d. per man, 
and for 40 men cofts 1187, 4s. 2d. which fum added to the aforefaid fum of 
838/. 6s. 8d. makes 1,006/. Os. 10d. per annum. 

And your committee find, that the difference between the actual clothing 
expences of the police night infantry, and the aforefaid ftoppages amounts 
to 194/. 185. 4d. per annum, for which faving it does not appear, that the 
commiflioners of police have given credit in their accounts to the commit 
fioners of account or elfewhere. 

It further appears to your committee, that during the firft year of the 
police inftitution, neither flannel waiftcoats nor long gaiters were given to 
the watchmen, and that confequently (though the contraét price was then 
feventeen pence a fuit higher than at prefent), yet the clothing of each of 
the 400 private men did not exceed 2/. Os.11d. per annum, and therefore 
gave opportunity for a faving of 70/. more than their clothing admits in the 
current year. 

Your cominittee alfo find, that exclufive of the aforefaid ftoppage, and of 
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a {toppage for the furgeon, there has been ftopped one penny per night from 
each of the 400 police night watchmen, feven eighths of a penny per night 
from each of the 40 watch conftables, and one penny five eighths per night 
from each of the 40 horfemen, which different ftoppages amount to 7607. 
8s. Ad. per annum, and this fum is alleged to have been paid in fome fub- 
fequent period to fuch police men as have not been difmiffed for mifbehaviour. 

Your committee alfo find, that in the acconnts laid before them by the com- 
miffioners of police, credit is not given to the public for more than the fum 
of 1247. 1s. 3d. under the head of arrears, which article is in the fecond year’s 
charge, and that confequently 646/. 7s. 1d. (which is more than five fixths 
of the whole of the above ftoppages of the firft year) is by the account im- 
plied to have been paid in or before the fecond year to the police men as 
arrears; but no account has been produced to this committee of the pay- 
ments to the police men of that large proportion of thofe arrears fo ftopped 
from them during the firft year, and not credited to the public, but it is alleged 
faid arrears have been paid. 

It appears that no credit whatfoever has yet been given to the public for 
the aforefaid ftoppages for the fecond year, ending at Michaelmas laft, and 
amounting to a like fum of 760/. 8s. 4d. although police accounts for the 
half year, ending the 25th of March, 1789, have been laid before the com- 
mittee; (the reafon alleged for which, by one of the commiffioners is, that 
there are fome of thofe arrears, which have not yet been paid to the men.) 

Your committee think it right to obferve that a greater fum has been 
received by the commiflioners of police, for non-effective nien, in the accounts 
of the two firft years, than the fums therein credited to the public. 

Your committee further find, thata fecretary, with a falary of 200/. a year, 
and three clerks under him, whofe falaries amount to 240/. per annum, at- 
tended the police houfe, exclufive of the accountant and his clerk, and of the 
ftationer’s clerk, who compiles the Hue and Cry. 

And that George Parker, one of thofe three clerks, enjoying a falary of 
70/. per annum, has not been in Ireland during the laft half year. 

They alfo find, that each of the four divifional jufiices has two clerks, 
for whom the public is charged 125/. making for the eight clerks a fum of 
500/. a year. 

Your committee obferve further, that the general accounts of the police, 
laid before the commiffioners of account, and afterwards before this com-. 

mittee 


APPENDIX. 141 


mittee, are ill arranged, and many of the articles not diftributed under their 
proper heads ; and that having examined the accountant as to that point, he 
alleged, that the arrangement of all accounts of expenditure originated from 
the commiffioners. 

And your committee came to the following refolutions : 

I. Refolved, That it appears to this committee, that the police eftablifh- 
ment has been attended with unneceffary patronage, wafte, and diffipation. 

IJ. Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the peace and 
protection of the city of Dublin might be more effectually maintained at a 
leffer expence, and that the prefent fyftem of police eftablifhment ought to be 
changed. 


No. LXXXIII. 


Mr. Grattan’s Second Speech on Tithes. (P. 270). 


‘Mr. GRATTAN prefented to the houfe according to order, a bill to ap 
point commiffioners for the purpofe of enquiring into the ftate of tithes in the 
different provinces of this kingdom, and to report a plan for the afcertaining 
the fame. 

He faid, the advocates for tithes and their abufe, having declined a public 
enquiry, thought they beft confulted the dignity of the church by reforting 
to a paper war: this paper war has been conducted under the mitred au- 
{pices of certain bifhops: thefe bifhops have in the courfe of it accufed me of 
making an attack on the Proteftant clergy of the South. You know, they 
know, how totally unfounded fuch a charge is; I did prefer then, and I prefer 
now, certain allegations, that in fome parts of the South there exifted illegal 
demand, increafing demand, exceflive demand, an abufe of the compenfation 
act; tithe-proctors who extort fees, tithe-farmers who lay the poor under 
contribution; thefe charges I did not affirm to affeét the major part of the 
Southern clergy, but I did, and I do now affirm, that they do affeét in degree 
and extent fuch a proportion of diftrict as to call for the interference of par- 
liament. Two pamphlets on this fubjeét, entitled my Speech, were publithed, 
different from each other, or refembling each other in nothing except in not 
being my fpeech, and in not being publifed by my authority ; to thefe pam- 
phiets the dignitaries above alluded to have replied: convinced that I neither 
fpoke nor wrote the contents of either, they have charged me with both. 

This 
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This unfounded charge on me they have thought proper to mafk by calling it 
a Defence of the Proteftant Clergy of the South, and have thus endeavoured 
to difperfe through the community a falfe alarm, and a groundlefs accufation. 
This alarm and accufation, called a Defence, fets forth, that the bifhops of the 
South, in the year 1786, wrote circular letters to their clergy, defiring returns 
of their refpective ratages ; with a recommendation that thefe returns, if pofli- 
ble, fhould be made on oath. The Defence fets forth, that returns were 
made. Town I fhould be very glad to fec them; not one fyllable—the 
Defence fuppreffed the 1eturns of the clergy, and gives the public in their 
place its own calculation, which it profeffes to be an average formed on thefe 
returns—Even fo, let us admit fuch evidence; where the bifhops contend, let 
the party be the evidence, and the advocate be the judge. The authors of 
the Defence having ftated, that a moft minute and general enquiry has been 
made, allege,* that, in the whole extent of that enquiry, they no where find 
the rate for potatoes higher than 12s, the plantation acre; thefe are their 
words, and on the veracity of this allegation, depends whatever attention 
fhould be paid to their defence. I have from private hands affurances innu- 
merable, in the moft pofitive and direét manner, contradicting that allegation. 
I have from private hands affidavits without number difproving that allega- 
tion. I will reject them all. I will, for argument, give the paftors a vidtory 
over their flock, and the fruits of their care, and fuppofe, for a moment, their 
parifhioners to be perjured, yet what fhall we fay of the clergy, who have, 
by themfelves, or their witneffes, fworn the fame thing? I will read you a 
report from the judge who went the Muntfter circuit of the fpring of 1788. 
It is as follows: “ At the laft affizes held for the county of Kerry, at Tralee, 
a civil bill was brought before me, upon the compenfation-aé¢t, for the value of 
certain tithes. From the evidence of the plaintiff's own witneffes, and the 
fchedule, the demand appeared as follows: tithe of potatoes, one acre and a 
half, 2d. Os. 6d.” (Gentlemen will recolleét, that, by the compenfation-aét, 


* Defence of the Proteftant Clergy, p. 93.—‘ But it muft be remembered, that from the vici- 
‘* nity of thefe parifhes to Limerick, and the great fertility of the ground, the average value of the 
“© crops of potatoes is twenty pounds, the tithes two pounds, and other crops in proportion. 
‘* Now, is twelve fhillings an unreafonable demand for what is worth two pounds? T further 
“* remark, that 7 xo where find the rate highcr than twelve fhillings the plantation acre; and the 
“* crop, wherever it is charged, not worth lefs than eleven or twelve pounds, more generally fixteen 
** or twenty. 
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the bill or petition is not to be brought for the value, but the cuftomary 

charge). I will read another document, equally authoritative from Cork. 

Rates of Tithes, on Petitions, for the year 1786, in the County of Cork. 
TL Riles, ee dta Gn dials, 
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I muft here again obferve, that the petition is by the act to be brought for 
the cuftomary charge. 

I muft obferve alfo, that only nineteen petitions were tried for 1786, 
wherein rates were {pecified, and of the nineteen, eleven exceeded the rate of 
12s. the plantation acre ; a rate, the Defence affirms, has never been exceeded ; 
I mutt alfo obferve, that thefe petitions muft have been fupported by the oath 
of the clergy or their witneffes, and do direétly falfify the allegation of the 
Defence---What becomes of the Defence now? not refuted, but conviéted, 
convicted on oath, the oath of the clergy themfelves or their witneffes, taken 
at apublic trial. Thus the defence of the bifhops-is put down by the oaths 
of the clergy. 

Here I might leavethe Defence, if it did not advance another propofition 
too glaring to pafs without obfervation : * It {tates (in a very confufed man- 

* Defence of the Proteftant Clergy, p. 47.—‘‘ It is incontrovertibly true, that in moft places the 
‘« rates of tithe have not varied for the jaft thirty years.” 

And in p. 41.—‘* But fare I am, from the prefent ftate of ratages, colle€ted from exaé informa- 


“* tion, the average increafe, through any entire county, diocefe, or parith, if any there has been, 


‘* can be but very fmall indeed, and that in very few parithes only, but certainly not throughout 
“« any diocefe or county.” 
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ner Il own, but it does ftate), that the average ratages have not in any fouthern 
county or diocefe increafed thefe thirty years. The grofs improbability of 
this affertion muft appear to every man, who refleéts on the progrefs of things 
fince the yeat 1756, (the period to which the Defence refers); who refleéts 
how the mode of living has changed, and become more expentfive fince that 
time, and how much the ftyle and tone of modern clergymen excels in 
expence and difplay, the old minifters of the gofpel. The improbability of 
this affertion would appear more fully, if I were permitted to bring to the 
bar of this houfe the parifhioners, who could mofi feelingly atteft the dire& 
contrary ; or were I permitted to produce affidavits which fwear the dire& 
contrary. But I will fora moment rejeé all this, and I will refute their cafe 
by nothing lefs than the authority of their own oaths, and the acknowledg- 
ment of their own vindication. The Defence ftates, that the average-ratages 
of the poor diocefes of Cloyne and of Cork, are above 10s. an acre, potatoes, 
and of Cork above 7s. Od. wheat, and Cloyne above Qs. wheat. While in the 
rich diocefe, potatoes are, as the Defence ftates, 7s. the acre, and wheat 4s. 6d. 
The Defence endeavours to account for the difparity, and afcribes it to a 
number of corn mills eftablithed in the county of Cork, and to the 
export trade of corn from the ports Youghal, Cork, Kinfale, and Dun- 
garvan. Now thefe mills, and this export trade, are almoft entirely the effeat 
of the corn bounty, the inland bounty, which did not take place till the year 
1758, and ftill more, the export bounty, which did not take place till the 
year 1773, and which, with the inland bounty, has been gradually, and more 
abundantly, operating ever fince. — 
The Defence has then affigned a caufe, which caufe began to exift within 
thirty years of the date of the enquiry; it follows, that the effeét muft have 
taken place within that period; it follows, that an encreafe of average ratage 
has taken place in fome diocefes within thofe thirty years; it follows, that the 
other great pofition of the Defence is unfounded. 
Thus the two great pofitions of the cafe fail: the firft is refuted by the 
oath of the party, and the fecond by the admiffion of the Defence: the De- 
fence acknowledges what it denies, that the clerey have increafed the average 
prices of fome diocefes within thefe thirty years; it acknowledges, what it 
alfo denies, that they have tithed the bounty; but I will wave all this, and 
yet will thew their cafe to be inadmiffible: it ftates that they have procured 
returns from the clergy, what kind of returns you have heard; but it does 
not pretend to have gotten any from the lay impropriators; and it affirms, 
that 
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that this flare amounts to one-third of the tithes of this kingdom: it ac- 
knowledges then, that the enquiry has omitted one-third of the queftion, and 
on fuch an enquiry they propofe to decide the ftate of Munfter and all its 
peafantry. Allow their Defence—biaffed, as it mutt be thought; fallacious, 
as it has been fworn; felf-convicted as it has been proved; however, in;com- 
rliment to its authors, let us fora moment allow it. Yct ftill it is not the 
{tate of the tithes of Munfter, it is not commenfurate with the queftion it 
prefumes to cover; it does not affect to touch at all one of the three parts of 
the cafe; and when it affeéts to toueh the other two, I have thewn it to be 
but affeCtation. With every refpect to the clergy of Muntter, the queftion is 
not, whether they are the oppretlors? it is higher, it is, whether the people are 
opprefied. Yo acquit the clergy, fuppofing fuch a defence, which proves 
nothing but its own contradiétion, could do fo, decides only an inferior quef- 
tion; to obtrude that decifion as difpofing of the whole of the cafe, is to 
make a criminal ufe of their fuppofed innocence ; and as the defence would 
acquit the parfons on their own evidence, fo would it difmits the peafant un- 
redretied, without any evidence at all. In anfwer to fuch a propofal, we afk 
of right reverend authority, where is your flock? what, is there no wolf but 
the thepherd ? Bring us a better account of your charge; go back to your 
fold. But I might wave all this, yet the Defence is ftill inadmiflible, becaufe 
falfe in its conception. The exhibiting the average rates of the different 
diocefes of the fouth, does not enable the public to judge of its condition. 
In order to expofe the art of deciding any thing by thofe clerical averages, 
it is fufhicient to recolleét the famous average of a dignified writer, who, efti- 
mating the average income of the Irith clergy, excluded the bifhoprics, and 
included the curates, to give the reader a juft and fair fenfe of the property of 
the church. And ftill further to expofe a defence founded on average 
ratages, it is fufficient to examine the decrees of the court of Cafliel, whote 
average decrees are ftated for the five years previous to 1786, to be 8s. an acre 
potatoes, but whofe particular decrees appear from tlie books in fome cafes 
to have exceeded 20s. ‘The average ratages of the different diocefes give the 
public no knowledge of the cafe. It may happen, that the average ratage 
of a diocefe {hall be moderate, and yet the ratages univerfally exceptionable. 
Suppofe one half of the diocefe under the ratage of Dr. Atterbury, and the 
other under the ratage of Captain Right, the average might perhaps be mo- 
derate, but that apparent moderation of ratage would arife from the very 
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circumftance which made it peculiarly culpable, from the double grievance, 
from the two extremes, from the oppofite offences; it may happen that the 
proprietors of tithe in fome cafes crouch to the rich, and encroach on the 
poor; the average, under fuch circumftances, might appear moderate, but 
the moderation would arife from the compound of crimes, from crouching 
and encroaching, from meannefs and extortion. The moderation of average 
price therefore proves nothing; itis a method which not only conceals, but 
inverts the cafe. It makes the parifh of A. appear better from the circum- 
ftance that makes her worfe, from comparative mifery ; it makes the parifh of 
A. when rated too high, appear to be aétually relieved when the parith of B. 
is rated too low; asif the former derived a paradoxical relief from the fenfe 
of its own peculiar hardfhip, and obtained a preternatural refpiration from 
burthens, becaufe they were heaped with uncommon meafure on herfelf; it 
is a clerical chemiftry, which extracts a complexion from the -confumption 
of the cafe; oppreffion alone would not do; but add partiality, and the 
compound is vended by the right reverend authors, as an image of their 
charity, and a cafe for their clergy. And as a defence founded on an exhi- 
bition of average prices only, is unjuft to the parifh, fo it is injurious to the 
parfon; it makes the moderation of parfon A. {tate in favor of parfon B. who 
isan extortioner, and the exaction of B. ftate againft A. who is moderate; as 
if A. derived riches from the extortion of B. and confolation from the re- 
flection, that if he himfelf got too little, his neighbour B. whofe example 
he condemned, got too much; and it fuppofes that A. had a further confo- 
lation from the experience, that if he did not fhare the profit, he divided the 
infamy. This procefs by average is a confufion and incorporation of vice 
and virtue, fame and infamy ; it is reforted to from an indifference about 
the real ftate of the peafantry, fuggefted by the fpirit of corps, at the expence 
of the beft members of the church, and by a falfe tendernefs of fome peccant 
individuals, who may atone for the crimes of an exactioner, by the virtues of 
a fycophant, and by adulation to their bifhop, may fecure abfolution for every 
otherabomination. The exhibiting average prices therefore gives no infor- 
mation. From thofe fubmitted in the Defence, nothing can be colleéted, ex- 
cept that they are not founded in fact. They are ftated to be formed on re- 
turns, which do not exceed 12s. the plantation acre; though from the oaths 
of the clergy, or their witneffes, ‘the prices are proved to goto 27s. Waving 
therefore other objections, this defence muft be rejected on two grounds: 
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firft, becaufe the average price is not the true defence. Second, becaufe this 
Defence is not the true average. But though right reverend authority has 
not made out a cafe for the clergy, it has made out a cafe for the people. So 
it frequently happens; men are but inftruments of Providence, and without 
knowing it, fulfil her ways. The zealot is but an inflamed organ, burfting 
forth with unpremeditated truths; reverend writers endeavouring to eftablith 
aright in the Proteftant clergy to a tenth of the peafant’s labour, as prior to 
the Proteftant religion, paramount to all other rights of property, and there- 
fore prior not only to the Proteftant, but to the Chriftian religion, have only 
ferved to bring forth proofs, that fuch a right, if any, refides in the poor, 
and that the parfon was only his truftee: fo now the bifhops in their defence, 
{tate the average ratages of three out of the five diocefes to which their acreable 
ratages refer, to amount to above 10s. the plantation acre for potatoes ; and 
in forming this average they acknowledge they exclude all particular ratages 
above 12s. and therefore their average is lefs than the faét; and they do not 
pretend to include one or two fhillings in the pound, notorioufly paid to the 
tithe proétor by the peafant, though relu€tantly acknowledged by the De- 
fence, and omitted in the average, which, on that account, is a ftill further 
departure from the fa€t. This 10s. the acre, demanded and received with- 
out any confideration of charity, which was the objeét of tithe; of build- 
ing and repairing churches, as is required by the canon law ; without paro- 
chial fchools, as are required of the clergymen by the flatute law, and in 
fome places without refidence, which is required by canon, common, and fta- 
tute laws, arifes not only from the produce that feeds mankind, but from 
the only produce which in Ireland fuftains the poor and moft numerous de- 
f{cription of mankind, who have not poor rates as in England, and who have 
another order of clergy to pay, which is not the cafe in England: this heavy 
burden is more fenfibly felt, by being peculiar to the fouth, which by the 
Defence of the Clergy is admitted and reprefented to be in a ftate of not 
only aétual but comparative mifery. For the continuation of this partial 
wretchednefs, they ftate that one-half of the tithe of the fouth arifes from 
that very wretchednefs, viz. from tithe of potatoes; the other half arifes 
from wheat, which they ftate in thefe diocefes to be from above 7s. to above 
Qs. the Inifh acre; from barley, which they ftate to be from near 7s. to near 
Qs. ; from oats, which they ftate to be from near 4s. to above 5s.; from 
hay, which does not pay tithe in Connaught; from flax, which does not pay 
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tithe in Ulfter ; from cows and fheep and lambs, which they omit in their 
ftatement, but from which the clergy of the fouth receive a confiderable in- 
come. In fhort, from what does, and what docs not pay tithe elfewherc. I 
congratulate the fouthern clergy on all thefe advantages; but the Defence 
interrupts me, and fays, that all this is only one-half of their income, there is 
another gotten from potatoes. Hear the defcription of the men from whom 
that half principally arifes—beggars! men publicly pronounced, and by all 
admitted to be trodden down to the earth, men who get 5d. a day for their 
labour, and pay 6/. a year by the acre for their potatoe garden, which heavy 
rent is acknowledged to be aggravated by a tithe of 10s. ; for the continuance 
of which heavy tithe, the heavy rent is by the advocates of exaction made 
the apology. Poor people! “ Ifwe relax, the landlord would encroach; he 
“ is worfe than the parfon.” Thefe charges are further aggravated in fome 
places by the difpofition of the man who makes them, the tithe farmer. The 
Defence ftates, that while the rich diocefe of Cafhel and Emly pays 7s. the 
acre potatoes, the poor diocefes of Cloyneand of Cork pay above 10s. It 
{tates the caufe of this inequality to be the tithe farmer. It ftates two caufes 
of high ratages in thefe diocefes, a brifk corn trade, and the tithe farmer. 
The latter caufe alone is referable to potatoes. It defcribes thefe tithe farmers, 
vagabonds, fifhermen; but fifhermen, it fays, who do not live by fifhing ; 
and who, it alfo fays, till nothing ; and who, it is concluded to fay, live by 
no labour, except the labour of exa¢tion. The leafing the tithe to fuch a 
crewismade a matter of mercy: “ poor people, they,” fo runs the canting De- 
fence, “ have nothing elfe to live by.” Thus the cquity in favor of the 
tiller of the foil, is made an equity in favor of a crew who bid againft him ; 
this equity, however, they own to be nothing more than fetting the tithe to 
the higheft bidder; and when thefe bidders are the caufe, as the Defence 
ftates, of raifing the tithe of potatoes in the diocefes of Cork and of Cloyne, 
to above 10s. the acre, which tithe, in the diocefe of Cafhel and Emly, they 
ftate to be but 7s. that is, when thefe canters raife the tithe above 30 per 
cent. the defence does exprefsly applaud them for their moderation. 

I have ftated, that the Defence of the fouthern clergy had made out a cafe 
for the poor. It has done fo: it has proved the poor of thofe diftri€ts to be 
in worfe fituation than in any other part of Ireland; but it has gone farther, 
it has proved the clergy to be in a better; it fets forth, that from a number 
of corn mills, and from a brifk export of corn, the extent of tillage in thofe 
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parts has greatly increafed ; it {tates, that from thofe caufes, the ratage on 
tillage has increafed likewife ; and thus it allows, what however in another 
part it denies, that the clergy have the double advantage, an increafe of til- 
lage, the effect of bounty, an increafe of ratage, the effect of tithing that 
bounty. The defence ftates, that the clergy of the fouth have alfo a tithe 
of potatoes, the effect of their peculiar good fortune, which tithe the Defence 
adinits to be nearly equal to all the reft. The Defence does not ftate, but we 
do and can prove, that in fome of thefe difturbed parts, the livings of the 
clergy have of late years doubled. 1 might appeal to individuals, fome of 
them will acknowledge it, none of them can deny that the increafe has been 
abundant. Hence it follows, that the authors of the Defence cannot fet up 
the plea of poverty againft the relief of oppreffion; and as they have made 
out a cafe for the poor, fo have they fuggefied the facility of aremedy. They 
have in their Defence ftated, that in the fouth the ratages have not in any 
county or diocefe, for thefe thirty years, varied; that is, they have in their 
defence fet up a modus, a ratage of thirty years is a modus in fact, though 
it is not a modus in law, and does moft decifively afcertain the potlibility of 
eftablifhing a modus by law. What now becomes of the folemn affeveration 
of the impoflibility of paying the clergy in any manner, other than that of 
tithe ? Either they who fuperintended the Defence, belicve that the ratages 
have not varied, and their argument of impoflibility is a pretence, or they do 
believe they have varied, and their Defencc in this particular has exceeded 
the boundaries of reality, yet it does not fo egregioufly depart from them, 
as not to conclude the authors of the Defence, as to the praéticability of 
fixing a ftandard, and is an argument fufficient for a modus, though not for 
a juftification. The bill now fubmitted to your confideration, propofes that 
commiflioners fhould be appointed to enquire and to report: as to. the com- 
miffioners, I do not mean that their number fliould be confined to the mem- 
bers of parliament ; I would admit men more familiar with the fubject. As 
to the enquiry, it would be much facilitated by what has been done and 
written already ; here it will appear, that the proprietors of tithe in the dif- 
triéts lately difturbed, have, for the moft part, proceeded by an acreable 
ratage, that where they have not, they have proceeded by a mode peculiarly 
capricious and oppreffive ; and as in the former cafe, they have made a mo- 
dus eafy, fo in the latter they have made it neceflary. Your commiftioners will 
difecern where the ratage increafed from the activity of the tithe farmer, from 
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the advantage of the bounty, or the exceptionable conduét of the clergyman. 
Poffeffed of a knowledge of the criminal caufes of increafe, your commif- 
fioners will difavow all fuch in the formation of a modus, or tithing table, 
for the different articles which are to be fubjeét to tithe. They will, in the 
tithing table, eftimate each rate as equivalent to fo many ftone of bread corm, 
to be valued at ftated years, and at the defire of the owner of tithe. 

Your commiffioners will naturally think it advifeable in any plan they 
form, to exempt the cottager’s potatoe garden from tithe; the proprietor of 
the tithe to be compenfated by a prefentment, or an agifiment, equal to the 
fum at which the garden is rated; they will alfo relieve the parifhioner from 
{mall dues, and where fuch have been ufually paid, they will probably think 
to compenfate the clergyman in the manner above mentioned. ‘They will 
then think it advifeable to relieve the proprietors of tithe, as well as the far- 
mer and the poor, by giving the faid proprietors for the recovery of their in- 
come a remedy effectual and fummary. | 

Your commiffioners may form a modus, as I have ftated above, or they 
may go a ftep further, and fubmit a plan, by virtue of which, furveyors fhall 
be appointed annually, by the parfon and parifh, to furvey, and make a return 
of the number of acres under tillage. The acres to be rated according to 
the tithing-table, and the grofs fum to be levied in the manner of other 
county charges. When I fay the commiffioners will adopt fuch a plan, I 
only mean that if you appoint them, I will affift them by fubmitting fuch 
plan. I have ftated it in general terms; but the mechanical part I have di- 
gefted into two bills. The appointment of commifiioners fhould precede the 
introduétion’of fuch bills, becaufe the enquiry neceflary to lay the founda- 
tion of fuch bills, fhould not be left to an individual, but entrufted to a 
body empowered and appointed by parliament. To an individual, however 
a¢tive his enquiry, authentic his information, the anfwer will ever be, we do 
not know all this, and therefore it is, I fubmit to you to enquire into all this 
yourfelves. And in order that this fyftem of reform fhould be a means of 
coercion, as well as of relief, I would have a provifion, by which any parifh 
rifing up in tumult, fuch as was committed in 1786, and as is defcribed in 
our laws, fhall for blank time forfeit the benefit of the a&t, by paying an ex- 
traordinary ratage, the increafed fum to go to fome public ufe. 

But whatever redrefs is intended, that redrefs muft come from you, it will 
not come from the clergy : the parochial clergy may with for a regulation, 
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the bifhops do not. One dignitary has denied that tithe can by any poffibi- 
lity be an oppreffion ; other kinds of property may, but the full tenth of your 
capital, land and labour paid to the church, we are informed, carries along 
with it an inherent impoffibility of being a burthen! A heavenly-gifted and 
myfterious property it feems, which cannot corrupt, but muft for ever abide 
by original purity, and primeval perfection! Should an argument, which de- 
pends more on faith than on reafon, find no reception in your mind, another 
dignitary has told you that the poor are not to be relieved, if the clergy are to 
be at the expence. When a bill for the improvement of barren lands, and 
the encouragement of induftry among the lower orders of the people, was on 
the laft feffion refifted by the fpiritual peers, a right reverend prelate was faid 
to have declared as a principle, that the poor fhould not be relieved, if the 
clergy were to be at theexpence. Such a fentiment coming from a Chriftian 
and a Proteftant bifhop, muft have fmote every breaft with deep and fincere 
affliction: but, if we are caft down by fo great and grave an authority on the 
one fide, we are confoled again by a ftill higher interpofition, the exprefs com- 
mands and praétice of the fcriptures on the other. The Saviour of man fuf- 
fered on a principle different from that which the right reverend prelate has 
introduced. The apoftles, the martyrs, and that flaming conftellation of men 
that in the early age of Chriftianity fhot to their ftation in the heavens, 
and fell, and falling illumined the nations of the earth with the blaze of the 
gofpel, rofe and fell with infpirations of a very different kind. Had Chritt 
been of the prelate’s opinion, he never had been born, and we had never been 
faved. Had he faid to his apoftles, ‘ The poor are not to be fed, the valley is 
not to laugh and fing at the expence of our church;’ or, had the apoftles faid 
to the nations of the earth, ‘ Ye are not to be benefited at the expence of 
Chriftian paftors;’ or, had the martyrs expoftulated with themfelves, ‘ We will 
not fuffer for mankind,’ what had become of the Chriftian religion ? Let the 
Pagan prieft of Jove, or the fenfual prieft of Mahomed, deliver fuch doétrine, 
but do not you part with the palm of Chriftianity, nor relinquifh the lofty 
felf-furrendering precepts of your gofpel, to poach in politics, for little and 
wicked tenets, in order to brand your Prayer Book with the image ofa forry 
felfithnefs, which would difgrace the frontifpiece of Machiavel. With all his 
errors on his head, the Pope himfelf is too difcreet to commit himfelf with the 
Bible, by inculcating felf-intereft as a part of his creed. He has proclaimed, 
that the fupport of the poor is neceffary, according to the true ancient difci- 
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pline of the church ; and he has taxed church-benefices accordingly. There 
are fome indifcretions, compared with which, hypocrify would be decorum ; 
difimulation would be virtue. I am not reflecting on what fell from a bithop, 
fo much as I am defending Chriftianity, by whofe principles, on the laft day, 
even the proudeft of the priefthood muft be tried. Let me fuppofe that day to 
have arrived, and, at the dread tribunal, tle mitred head to be confronted 
with the naked peafant—“ I was an hungred, and you fed me not: I was 
naked, and you clothed me not.” Will you then anfwer your God as you 
have anfwered your country? “ The poor were not to be relieved at the ex- 
pence of the clergy.” But this is putting human infirmity to too fevere a 
trial, and fuggefting gloomy fcenes of death and judgement, for which men 
occupied by the riches, engaged in the amufements, and fretted fomewhat in 
the politics of the world, are but little prepared. It was a declaration of in- 
difcretion, of paflion ; to {peak feverely of it, of a warm judgment: to fay the 
wort of it, of a fallible temper, and entirely to be forgiven, provided it fhall 
be never repeated. I fthall therefore hope, on recolleétion, it will not as a ge- 
neral principle be laid down, that the clergy fhould not contribute a little to 
the relief of the poor. Alas! that will not do; we are told the poor in Ire- 
land do not deferve relief.—‘ Sufpicious fubjects, Prefbyterians inimical to the 
conftitution, or Papifts incredible on their oaths ;’ that is, below the condi- 
tion not only of other Chriftians, but of other men, Jews, Pagans, Maho- 
medans: now, as the Roman Catholics happen to be the moft numerous part 
of the Chriftian church, it follows, if the charge be true, that the majority of 
the followers of Chrift are the worft of the human fpecies; that the greater 
part of Chriftendom is the moft reprobate part of the earth, and that the Re- 
deemer of mankind has come in vain ; and the refult of the two opinions, that 
by one right reverend dignitary entertained of the Catholic church, coupled 
with the other tenet fuggefted by another dignitary of the Proteftant church, 
is, that the former church has done much mifchief to man, and that the latter 
is uot to be at any expence to do him fervice. However, I will fuppofe thefe 
opinions to relax; the Prefbyterian to be reftored to his credit, the Catholic to 
be admitted to grace, yet there is another difficulty in the way of redrefs, the 
alleged poverty of the Inifh church. The bithops allege in the Defence, that 
the people of Ireland pay incomparably lefs to their church. ‘They acknow- 
ledge, that, ona dividend of the whole income, including bifhopricks and col- 
leges, each Irifh clergyman would receive 230/. per annum, and each Englith 
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clergyman 150]. But then they compare the two ageregate funds, and be- 
caufe 1000 Irifh clergymen do not divide as great an aggregate as 10,000 
Enelith, they affirm that Ireland pays incomparably lefs to her church. T hey 
do not deny that the Englith clergy are as ten to one, their fund as fix to one ; 
they cannot deny that the church of England men in England are more than tex 
times as many, and the people of England much more than ten times as rich ; 
and then their pampered expoftulation amounts to this, that the clergy of 
England, being ten times as many, having above ten times as much to do, get 
only fix times as much, from a country which is perhaps twenty times as rich. 
In all this pathetic lamentation, how have they forgotten the prefbyter! how 
have they forgotten the prieft! and their humble pittance! and yet a poor 
prieft fhall defend the privileges of a man againft proud oppreflion, and a pref- 
byter fhall be able to puzzle a mitre. With regard to the prefbyter, I am 
clear his income fhould be increafed ; the regiwm donum is contemptibly 
fmall, one of the aéts of a new adminiftration fhould be to increafe it. 

When certain right reverend dignitaries infift on the poverty of the Irith 
church, compared with that of England, they fuggeft to the people of Ireland 
the following queftion: What induced thofe dignitaries to come to Ireland ? 
Am I to underftand that they left their great pretenfions in the Englifh church 
from a contempt of its riches ? and fought preferment in the Irith church from © 
a love of its poverty? Am I to underftand that a contempt for dignity, added 
to a contempt of riches, has induced them to obftru& the progreis of our na- 
tive clergy ? and happily fixes their humble eye upon the Irifh mitre ?—Ex- 
alted they are then at leifure to inake paftoral obfervations on our people.— 
‘The Squirearchy are tyrants—the common people thieves—the Prefbyte- 
rians enemies to the conftitution, and the Catholics incredible on their oaths.” 
Having made an eftimate of the value of the income of the clergy ; then they 
calculate, and, like the induftrious ant, or the bufy bee, thymo crura plena, 
depofiting, in the epifcopal cells, the bulky ftore of ecclefiaftical revenue, they 
return to the crowd, and expoftulate with their brethren on the poverty of 
the church. 

I fpeak of fome, not all. There are among them, men whom I revere. 
Such is one whom I do not name, becaufe he is prefent ; mild, learned, pious 
and benevolent; a friend to the meeknefs of the gofpel, and a friend to man. 
Such is another whom I may name, becaufe he is not prefent. He has the 
firft epifcopal dignity in this realm—it is his right—he takes it by virtue of 
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the commanding benevolence of his mind, in right of a fuperior and exalted 
nature. There are men poffeffed of certain creative powers, and who diftin- 
guith the place of their nativity, inftead of being diftinguifhed by it—they do 
not receive, they give birth to the place of their refidence, and vivify the 
region which is about them. The man [ allude to, I know not, or know him 
as we know fuperior beings, by his works. 

I have, in the foregoing part, endeavoured to defend myfelf againft an at- 
tack, publifhed without the names of certain dignitaries of the church, but 
not without their authority : I thall now ftrive to anfwer another attack, pub- 
lifhed by their authority, and with their names annexed—the parochial clergy 
of Munfter, at their annual vifitations affembled. 

A very refpeétable aflembly ; how employed? To affift the committee ap- 
pointed by act of parliament to enquire into the fcandalous abufes which have 
funk the charitable funds of royal and private donation ?—No, from the 
Southern archbifhop that committee has received no affifiance.—To eftablith 
parochial fchools, according to aét of parliament, at their own expence ?>— 
No, that work has been negleéted.---To eftablifh diocefan fchools, at their 
own expence, as by law they are obliged ?---No, that too has been neglected 
or perverted.—To enquire into the ftate of charter fchools, and to follow 
Howard in his pious and fingular aétivity ?---No, the parochial clergy of the 
province of Munfter, at their vifitation, have been otherwife employed. They 
have read a fpeecl concerning tithes, their property, and yet there were fub- 
jects more worthy of their interference! Their God has been denied by the 
arguments of the Atheift; his Son has been denied by the arguments of the 
Deifts. | Englifh bifhops, Prefbyterian minifters have come forth.—The 
parochial clergy of Munfter, and their fix bifhops—have they fignalized them- 
felves in this holy war ?---Their learning---their induftry---their zeal on their 
natural fubjeét—I look for—I cannot find them.---Their country, as well as 
their God, had been outraged---her trade crippled, her conftitution deftroyed, 
and her final judicature, of which the right reverend the lords fpiritual com- 
pofe an implicit part, ufurped. What an opportunity here for their interpofi- 
tion during a long period! Where are their fpirited votes? Where are their 
deep refearches ?---A layman indeed, on that occafion, came forth, Molyneux 
came forth; and, though he could not retake the citadel, he refcued the holy 
veftiges, the veftal fires of the conftitution, and refcued them without aid from 
the dignified priefts of the temple. A moft fuccefsful ftruggle to recover trade 
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and freedom was afterward made—what an opportunity here! The Prefby- 
terian minifters came forward in every fhape ; the Roman Catholic pricft af- 
forded us his literary affiftance ; the parochial clergy of Munfter, and their fix 
bifhops—not one fyllable—on their part a fad blank—profound, uninterrupted 
taciturnity. When their God, their Redeemer, and their country are in quef- 
tion, they are filent ; but, when a twelve-penny point on their tithe is brought 
forward, then they are vivacious; then the prefs groans with clerical Billingf- 
gate; then a fynod is held in the capital, in the feat of learning, under mitred 
aufpices, training up the reverend youth of the country in the holy office of 
anonymous publication, and inoculating their tender minds with the ferib- 
bling itch of meagre produétion ; and then the parochial clergy of Munfter, 
deans, deacons, archdeacons, prebendaries and precentors, with fix bifhops, 
in holy order, and folemn march, advance—on what? On the principles of 
decorum and refpeét due to a member of the legiflature: ‘‘ The provincial 
clergy having read a fpeech, entitled by the publifhers the Speech of Mr. 
“ Grattan, and by him not difavowed.” Their bifhops fhould have informed 
their clergy, that, to juftify the application, it is not fufficient the publication 
fhould not be difavowed, but neceffary that it fhould be authorifed. Giving 
a reafon for the application, and giving a bad one, they convict themfelves of 
making the charge, and of making it without foundation. Here I muft fug- 
geft an eftablifhed rule, which I fcorn to infift on, but am forced to acknow- 
ledge. Noman, no body of men, havea right to charge on a member of the 
legiflature, as his fpeech made therein, an unauthorifed publication. Againft 
this rule have tranfereffed thofe anonymous and wrathful clergymen, who, in 
a flock of noify publications, have attacked what I never publifhed, and replied 
to what I never faid. They are welcome; they have fhewn that all of them 
can write, it remains for them to fhew that fome of them can excel—their 
patrons I hope will reward them! The flies of the vintage they gather about 
the prefs, and already tafte, in devout expeétation, the infpiring fruit. A 
light fwarm! that they fhould travel over boundaries I am not aftonithed ; 
but that the grave body, the parochial clergy of Munfter, with their fix 
bifhops—they too are welcome. I fhould be the laft man to avail myfelf of 
an intemperance, and they are the laft body againft whom I fhould infift upon 
it. Requefting therefore, that when the exalted of their body complain of 
encroachment, they may extend to others that indulgence, which they them- 
felves (it appears) fometimes ftand in need of, I fhall wave the irregularity of 
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the attack, and fuppofe the parochial clergy of Munfter to have come forward 
in a fhape, in which they are not expofed to a cenfure, but entitled to an 
anfwer, °Tis a matter of anxiety to know what is the evil they advance to 
combat—they ftate it, “ Left an anonymous pamphlet fhould, in their own 
province, prejudice them in the opinion of men unacquainted with their per- 
fons or moderation.” If by fuch they mean people of the other provinces, I 
do not fee how the parochial clergy of Munfter can be fpecially affeéted in 
their own province, by the opinion of men who live out of it; but, if they 
with to recommend themfelves to fuch, if the opinion of fuch men is worth 
their attention, the parochial clergy of Munfter muft take meafures very dif- 
ferent from the manifefto ; they muft agree to an exemption for the potatoes 
of the peafant ; they muft agree to an exemption for the flax of the manufac- 
turer; they muft accede to a modus, not a manifefto. But, if the parochial 
clergy of Munfter are indifferent about the opinion of the other provinces, and 
by men unacquainted with their perfons and moderation, mean their own 
parifhioners, I marvel much that thefe grave and enlightened men fhould al- 
lege fo flight and farcaftic a caufe for their momentous interpofition, affigning, 
on the firft fuppofition, a very inadequate, on the fecond fuppofition, a very 
extraordinary, and on neither the real caufe for their manifefto. When a great 
body condefcends to give a reafon for its proceedings, that reafon fhould be 
excellent ; and rather than have offered fuch a one as they have fubmitted, I 
think the parochial clergy of Munfter had more confulted their dignity, by 
affigning no reafon at all, by refting every thing on their authority, and by 
ftanding forth in the public prints, a great name without an argument. 
Having profeffed fuch an objeét for interpofing, the parochial clergy of 
Munfter endeavour to acconiplifh that objeét by a manifefio, declaring that 
the prices fet forth in the fpeech alluded to do greatly exceed the prices de- 
manded by the clergy of Munfter, and are grofs mifreprefentations. Here it 
becomes of moment, to know what are thefe prices fet forth in the fpeech. I 
do not find, the fpeech relies on prices for wheat, which exceed 16s. the acre, 
or on prices for potatoes, which exceed 27s, the plantation acre. But fuch 
prices, or any thing near fuch prices, are bad enough in all confcience. Whe- 
ther the prices are 10s. for wheat, or 13, 14, 16, 20, or 27s. the acre, for pota- 
toes, they are unconfcionable. I agree with the parochial clergy of Munfier, 
in their honeft indignation at the perufal of fuch charges; they are enormous, 
uncharitable, and unchriftian: the next queftion 1s, where thefe charges have 
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been found ?—In the returns of the judge, or of the proper ofiicer, appointed 
by the proper court to try bills or petitions under the compenfation act ; 
charges, which by the aét muft be the ufual charges of three years back, and 
which muft be verified by affidavit ; fo that this manifefto is nothing more 
than a declaration, that the prices reported by the judges or triers, and veri- 
fied by the oath of the parfons, or their witneffes, do greatly exceed the real 
prices, and are grofs falfehoods ; that is, that the witneffes in thefe cafes con- 
cerned for the clergy, have been guilty of perjury. But as this is impofhble, 
we muft fuppofe, that thefe prices are not chargeable with falfehood, but fo 
chargeable with excefs, that they become incredible from their enormity ; and 
thus this declaration of the parochial clergy of Munfter is nothing more than 
a manifefto againft the exactions of their own body. Thefe clergymen---thefe 
tithe-farmers---or thefe tithe-pro¢tors, who have recovered under this aét, and 
who by themfelves or their witneffes, have fworn to fuch fcandalous charges, 
fhould take notice, that they are proclaimed by the parochial clergy of Mun- 
fter, at the annual vifitation affembled; that the prices demanded by faid. 
perfons, are proclaimed and ftigmatifed, and publicly difavowed and repro- 
bated by the bifhops and the clergy of the province of Munfter, at their an- 
nual vifitation affembled ; that thefe prices are pronounced not only to ex~- 
ceed what they themfelves. demand, but to exceed their demand in a very 
high degree, to be not only exorbitant charges, but incredible calumnies--- 
Miraculous! that the clergy of Munfter, with their fix bifhops, unconfcioufly 
led, but happily influenced, meaning only to attack a member of parliament, 
fhould, by a blind, but heaven-direéted zeal, pronounce ecclefiaftical and epif- 
copal judgment againft unconfcionable tithe. See the firft fruits of the zeal. 
ofa layman, and the temerity of a bifhop. 

The parochial clergy of Munfter, having in the firft paragraph of their ma- 
nifefto, affirmed a univerfal propofition, are advifed in the fecond, to give that 
paragraph a contradiétion. They are of opinion, that the prices fet forth in 
the fpeech, and denied in the manifefto, may exift notwithftanding ; but if 
they do, they are only apparently high, and are really juftifiable. In the firft 
paragraph, they are advifed to decide againft their exiftence and moderation. 
“They greatly exceed the prices demanded, they are falfe, they are calum- 
nious.” In the fecond, they are advifed to change their opinions with refpect 
to both; they may not be falfe, they may be juftifiable---the contradiction is 
of little moment; the juftification muft be obferved upon: is 12, 13, 14, 15, 
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20, 27s. an acre for potatoes, juftifiable? Have the provincial clergy of Mun- 
fter, with fix bifhops at their head, come forth to tell us this? Have the pa- 
rochial clergy of Munfter come forth to excufe extortion ? Do the parochial 
clergy of Munfter defign by fuch a juftification, to recommend themfelves 
cither in or out of their province, to thofe who are, or to thofe who are not, 
acquainted with their perfons, and who are yet to be acquainted with their 
moderation ? I did hope, that the parochial clergy of Munfter, at their an- 
nual vifitation affembled, would have held.a different language, and inftead of 
reading newfpapers, or an{wering pamphlets, would have employed thofe fage 
and facred moments to reftrain exaction, and to animadvert on improper mi- 
nifters. Here I fee and lament that fatal {pirit of corps, which arms the ene- 
mies, and difcomfits the real friends of the church. The reverend and learned 
body read in the pamphlet, certain figures of unjuft prices, with natural in- 
dignation. But they were brought to recolleét, that thefe prices might be the 
charges of a brother churchman. In their capacity, as men and gentlemen, 
they abhor; in their corporate capacity as priefts, they are advifed to apolo- 
gize; hence a confufion of ftyle from a diftraétion of fentiment ; hence the 
printer, who puts down the figures of certain prices is guilty ; the minifter 
who exaéts them---innocent. A piece of money, which in nuinbers tells as 
exa¢tion, being depofited in the pious hand of a fpiritual paftor, undergoes a 
fort of tranfubftantiation, and is only apparently high, while the clerical of- 
fender is acquitted by a miracle, and this miraculous benefit of clergy is ex- 
tended to the lay, as well as the ecclefiaftical owners of tithe; and to all the 
low and wretched train of perfons of various profeflions and religions, con- 
neéted with its collection. I excufe the zeal of the parochial clergy of Mun- 
fter, I fay nothing of their diferetion. I applaud the firft motions of their 
heart ; I am fure the majority of them fcorn to pra¢tife what they are in- 
fluenced to extenuate: but do not thefe worthy men perceive, that while they 
infift on the moderation of fuch praétices, they may bring into queftion the 
moderation of their own principles, and teach the public to fear, left thefe 
prices, which are now the fubjeét of their Defence, may become hereafter the 
object of their imitation ? The progrefs of exation is well known: from ge- 
neral indignation to {pecial toleration; from fpecial toleration to general 
adoption. J own I fee the neceffity of my bill xow, emphatically now; juft 
at the critical period before thofe high charges have become a general prac- 
tice ; and when they begin to receive a degree of countenance; when the 
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balance of charity trepidates in epifcopal hands ; when Exaétion has not loft 
all her native horrors, and yet is growing fomewhat familiar to their eyes ; is 
only apparently high---probably juftifiable. 

The parochial clergy of Munfter proceed: they fay, they do not believe, 
that in the whole province of Munfter, there exift, of prices unufually high, 
three or even two inftances. The parochial clergy of Munfter do not believe 
that throughout the whole province of Munfter, in the counties of Cork, Tip- 
perary, Limerick, Kerry, or Clarc, in all the livings, lay, as well as ecclefiaftic, 
among all the owners of tithe, clergymen, lay-impropriators, tithe-proétors, 
tithe farmers, or fub-tithe farmers, there exift of prices unufually high, three 
or even two inftances. I refpeét the parochial clergy, and marvel, that fo 
grave a body fhould have been induced to commit itfelf on fo extraordinary 
an affertion. 

The declaimers for tithe have reprefented the landlords of Ireland as extor- 
tioners, thefe are the lay-imipropriators ; the fame declaimers have reprefent- 
ed the middle-men as extortioners, thefe are the tithe-farmers: do thefe de- 
{criptions of men, the landlords, who are extortioners, the middle-men, who 
are extortioners, put on a new nature when they come in contaét with tithe, 
and derive the virtue of moderation from the contagien of a property the beft 
formed to pronipt, reward, and conceal exaétion ? This isinfallibility! denied 
indeed to the doétrine of the priefthood, but now transferred to the property 
of the church. Here again breaks out that fpirit of corps, which always ex- 
pofes the church; there is no extravagant conclufion to which it will not lead 
men in certain fituations, though of excellent underftandings. But, to wave 
the rafhnefs of fuch an affertion, had not the parochial clergy of Munfter 
their own experience to direét them? Had they never made the ratage or 
value of church benefices any part of their private meditation? Had they not 
the returns admitted to be made in 1786, to dire them? There, every 
where, they could have difcovered their error. What! in the whole pro- 
vince of Munfter they do not believe that of prices unufually high there exift 
three or even two inftances? Admit their pofition, and they are ruined; all 
are alike, 12s. 14s. 16s. 20s. or 278. the acre, for potatoes, are, according to 
this, not the unufual charges of a few, but the extortions of all. Never was 
fuch an attack publifhed againft the fouthern clergy, as this manifefto propa- 
gated by themfelves; and, left fuch a paper fhoukl extend or defcend to pre- 
judice the clergy with the prefent and with future times, let me interpofe a 
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moment, and refcue their charaéter from their vindication; unable as I 
find myfelf in this ftep to fupport their difcretion, let me fay fomething in 
favor of their truth and moderation; and, in contradiction to the firft para- 
graph of their manifefto, let me affure you, that the prices fworn to by fome 
of the’ clergy, or their witneffes, however high, were truly fet forth by the 
fame; but, let me add, in contradiétion to the third paragraph, that thofe 
prices were unufually high; the extortions of the particular men, not of the 
body in general; and, for the fake of the body in general, and the indivi- 
duals in particular, let me hope their manifefto may meet with but little re- 
gard. 

Having ceafed to affert, the manifefto proceeds to interrogate. When a 
grave and refpectable body of men propound queftions, they deferve anfwers, 
even though the queftions themfelves are of little moment. ‘The parochial 
clergy of Muntter interrogate, whether a want of moderation in fome (fup- 
pofing, what they do not allow, fuch want to exift) befpeaks a want of mo- 
deration in all; without adverting to the rules of logic, and confulting 
nierely the charaéter of the clergy of the fouth, particularly fome of the fub- 
{cribers, I fhould immediately anfwer in the negative; but, if I paid any at- 
tention to the manifefto, I fhould anfwer in the affirmative ; becaufe, in part 
of that unlucky produétion, I find that the exactions of the few, though not 
according to the practice, do not appear futficiently offenfive to the principles 
of the many, but are fiated as probably juftifiable ; it is therefore only by re- 
jecting their Defence that we can anfwer their queftion to their fatisfaction or 
their credit. The parochial clergy of Munfter afk, whether the want of mo- 
deration in fome (if any) will account for the indifcriminate attack made on 
the body? To this queftion I lament that no anfwer can be given, becaufe all 
enquiry was, and is now refifted by fome of that very quarter, from whence 
the queftion has proceeded. We cannot determine, however we may furmife, 
that high charges in fome inftances on the peafants fubfiftence, tithed in no 
other part of Ireland, miglit have excited difcontents which go generally be- 
yond the region of their caufes, and fpread by contagion. The parochial 
clergy of Munfter afk, whether the want of moderation, if any, in fome, will 
juftity every fpecies of violence, combination, and exaction? To whom do 
they apply this queftion? To government, who gave them troops; to the le- 
giflature, that gave them a riot-aét; and a whiteboy-aét, and a magiftracy 
and two compenfation-acts? Are the parochial clergy of Munfter aware of 
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the force, the influence, the expence, and the high penal nature of thefe mea- 
fures? And how the conftitution bled, and the fprings of juftice well nigh 
cracked, while we liftened to fuch fuggeftions? Do I condemn them? No. 
After fome neceffary qualifications and amendment, I voted for moft of them. 
Whatever right the reft of the community may have to expoftulate with mc 
on this fubje&, they have none. I voted, under the preflure of the times, 
for temporary coercion, before enquiry; and I did hope the clergy would not 
have oppofed me in moving for fubfequent enquiry, to prevent the continu- 
ation and repetition of coercion. The parochial clergy of Munfter afk, whe- 
ther exation will juftify outrage? I own I am at a lofs to difcover their pro- 
vocation for fuch an interrogatory. Verfed, as they certainly are, in the 
fcience of ethics, they undoubtedly muft know, that crimes juftify their pu- 
nifliment, not one another. Exaétion will not juftify robbery, nor robbery 
exaction. When the fouthern clergy applied to government for troops, to 
the legiflature for capital punifhments, they faid, ‘‘ Supprefs the infurgent 
‘‘ by arms, punifh the robber by death,’ and we liftened to them. When 
they come forth a fecond time, with a tarnithed difplay of paft fufferings, and 
with a peevifh interrogatory, “ Whether exaétion will juftify every fpecies of 
* cruelty,” they mean nothing; or, they do mean “ Be tender of the exac- 
“ ter—do not enquire into his tranfgreflions—let his fufferings be a fet-off 
“* aoaintt his offences :” and here we caunot liften to them; otherwife, civil 
fociety, contrary I am fure to their intentions, would ceafe to bea fyftem of 
reward and punifhment, and would become nothing more than a feale of 
iniquity; from exaétion to tumult, and from tumult fuppreficd, to exaction 
triumphant! difgufting extremes! A bithop bawling for tithe, or a whitcboy 
for rebellion. 

The parochial clergy of Munfter afk, whether a want of moderation in 
fome, will juftify a crimination of the whole body? which crimination they 
affirm to be the great object and end of the fpeech alluded to. To this moft 
ferious and unmerited reflection, I anfwer, that I did arraign many of the 
tithe-farmers, many of the tithe-proctors, and fome of the clergy of the 
fouth; but that I did not arratgn the majority of the latter defcription, on the 
contrary, declared I prefumed the majority to be innocent. I may add, that 
fome of their fubfcribing dignitaries were prefent ; the manifefto then is liable 
to this obfervation, that it has brought forward the mifreprefentation of my 
fpeech, and that it has omitted to bring forward the fact. Tam glad, however, 
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that the parochial clergy of Munfter, by their quettion, declare they difap- 
prove of general charges, founded on fome particular inftances; but this 
conceffion will fubject them to a keen retort from various defcriptions of his 
majefty’s fubjeéts: and firft, from all the peafantry of Munfter, who will afk, 
whether the turbulence of fome peafants juftified a certain quarter in refift- 
ing an enquiry into the diftreffes of the body at large? and whether thofe 
excefles jultified the declaimers for tithe in reprefenting the peafantry of 
Munfter as one vaft confederated popith banditti? It will expofe them to 
another queftion from the landlords of Ireland, who may afk, whether the 
rack-rent of fome juftified thofe declaimers for tithe in reprefenting the 
landlords of Ireland in general as extortioners? It will expofe them to ano- 
ther queftion from all the Prefbyterians, who may afk, whether the rifing of 
fome Popith peafants in the fouth, juftified the advocates for tithes in pro- 
claiming the Prefbyterians of the north, and indeed the whole Prefbyterian 
commuuity, as laboring under au incapacity of being fincere friends to the 
conftitution? It will expofe them to another queftion from the Roman Ca- 
tholics, who will afk, whether fuch rifings as above, juftified the advocates 
for tithes in reprefenting the whole Catholic community as inimical to the 
conftitution, and incredible on their oaths? What defcription of fubjects that 
has not been traduced ? What charaéter that has not been outraged? Offend 
their God, and fome men will abfolve ; offend their property, and they per- 
fecute. Iam glad that the parochial clergy of Munfter have felt the impro- 
priety, though I fhould be forry they ever fhonld feel the lafh of general re- 
flections, founded on particular inftances: and I fincerely hope it will be a 
leffon to fome of their bifhops in future not to make, and a leffon to foie of 
the clergy not to countenance fuch general reflection. I agree with the pa- 
rochial clergy of Munfter fuch refleétions are matter of cenfure in a printer ; 
but I goa ftep further—I do not think them matter of thankfgiving ina bifhop. 

The parochial clergy of Munfter complain, that all means have been ufed 
to give currency to unmerited cenfure, and to impofe a ftigma on the clergy 
of Munfter. They are right, but let them direct their complaints to the pro- 
per objeéts; let them turn to thofe who helped certain ponderous publications 
on their fide, through a feries of heavy'editions: let them turn to their own 
hot and hazardous pilots: let them expoftulate with their own fiars, thofe 
cloudy luminaries, under whofe angry influence worthy men have fought 


thofe rocks on which they fear, vainly I hope, the wreck of their reputation. 
Let 


¢ 


APPENDIX. 163 


Let them turn to thofe who advifed fome amonett them to refift the intereft 
of the manufaéturer, by petitioning againft a2 modus for flax; to refift the 
intereft of the. hufbandman, by petitioning againft a bill for the improvement 
of barren land ; to thofe who attempted to commit the eftablifhed church, 
with the whole Catholic community, by declaring the individuals who com- 
pofe it to be incredible on oath, and with the whole Prefbyterian community, 
by declaring both to be inimical to the conftitution of the realm. Turn to 
thofe who fpirited up worthy men to exprefs their approbation of fuch illaud- 
able produétions. ‘Turn to thofe who have now fpirited up grave and worthy 
men to come forward with this empty manifefto. The clergy, no doubt, 
have reafon to complain of the paper war; they have found, in a country 
where reafon may write, the palm is not to the powerful; their antagonifts 
have reached them, but the worft wound came from their own quarter; the 
pompous folly, the dogmatical and intolerant fpirit, the falfe alarm fpread, 
the unfounded charge made, the want of difcretion, the want of decorum, 
and the want of temper. There is fomething which diftinguifhes an ecclefi- 
aftical war on the fubjeét of property; a miraculous degree of perfeverance, 
a marvellous portion of fire, a certain turbulence of zeal, and an appetite for 
the thing in controverfy, which is not only kcen but ferocious. However, 
if their own publications have hurt them, the injury is not gréat; none of 
them have been read, that are not now forgotten; the brief children of tem- 
poral defires, they have tafted of death, even in the life time of their ghoftly 
fathers. 

To the nobility and gentry of Munfter, the parochial clergy appeal. Why 
not the poor? do they not pay tithe? do not their potatoe gardens pay tithe? 
The Saviour of man would not have pafled them by. Had he only appealed 
to the nobility and gentry of Judea, he muft have overlooked his own apof- 
tles. Had the parochial clergy of Munfier been left to themfelves, their ap- 
peal would have taken a more evangelic direction ; but when potentates pre- 
feribe, when certain dignitaries, long in the habits of courtly application 
fugeeft, the parochial clergy are controlled, and thofe right reverend fpiri- 
tual politicians prefent, as ufual, their faces to the great, and habitually turn 
from the poor and the Lord: they overlook Lazarus expiring at their feet, 
and call on Dives to give his fenfe on the fubje&t of charity. Have the pa- 
rochial clergy forgotten, that, by fome of their own writers, thefe noblemen 
and gentlemen have been reprefented as the patrons of exa¢tion, though now 

Ors52 the 


104 APPENDIX. 


the poor are referred to them, as the arbiters of moderation. Iam dure the 
landed intereft was grofsly mifreprefented, I am glad the parochial clergy of 
Munfter are fenfible of it. But it is not fuch men that can eftablith the cler- 
gy’s chara¢ter for moderation, becaufe fuch men are feldom the objeé& of 
their exaction; it is the poor, to whom they do not appeal, it is the cottager’s. 
voice, the peafant’s teftimony ; or, (fince he is not allowed to be credible on 
oath) his fimple affirmative; or, (fince he muft not fpeak his native language) 
his hands uplifted in their favor: thefe are the beft witnefles to prove the 
moderation of the clergy of Munfter. 

The parochial clergy of Munfter inform you, that the church is attacked ; 
they tell you more, that religion is attacked; and they tell you how, becaufe 
an attack, as they conceive, has been made on themfelves. They annex the 
exiftence of the church, and the divinity of religion, to the importance of 
their own perfons. With every refpeét for the parochial clergy of Muntfter, 
I cannot accede to the irreverent and vulgar familiarity with which contro- 
verfialifts on their fide are prone to introduce and make common caufe with 
the Almighty. Let bigots rail, let polemics revile, let headlong zealots vo- 
ciferate, but the parochial clergy of Munfter will agree with me, that licen- 
tioufnefs fhould be confined to the human fpecies, and that the majefty of 
the Godhead fhould remain inviolate. What, is there nothing in our reli- 
gion, nothing in its external, nothing in its internal evidence, nothing in its 
miracles, prophecies, propagation, doétrine, and diétion, to raife its author 
above the poflibility of being affected by the paper war, and wretched con- 
troverfy, in which fome idle ecclefiaftics may have-involved themfelves; He 
has prevailed againft greater enemies, the pride of the high prieft, the fervi- 
lity of the bifhop. But it fhould feem that it was not religion which fup- 
ported the parfon, but the parfon that fupported religion. The error, how- 
ever, is natural and common; the politician thinks the ftate refts on lis 
fhoulders; and the dignified divine imagines the church and the Chriftian reli- 
gion, the firmanent and ftarry fphere to dance round his perfon and pro- 
perty. Itis a matter of curiofity to know what, on the prefent occafion, 
has endangered the Chriftian religion; an anonymous pamphlet againit tithe, 
and a motion to enquire into the fuffermgs of the poor: for this is the God- 
head brought out from his fhrine, and expofed as an outwork in defence of 
church property. However, if their religion is fo conneéted with every ftep 
they take, they have the remedy within themfelves; let them agree to fuch 
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acts as will benefit the community ; or let them ceafe to oppofe every act that 
has a tendency to relieve or to enquire. Once more I offer a publicenquiry; I 
folicit once more redrefs for the peafantry of this country. I offer a bill ap- 
pointing commiffioners for that falutary purpofe—Do the clergy of Munfter 
decline the offer? What, are they afraid of an enquiry? Will they fhelter 
themfelves under a court? Have they come forth with a manifefto, and do 
they now deprecate an examination? Once more I offer it, and I add, that 
if this bill fhould pafs, and commiffioners fhould be appointed, the clergy 
will be made fenfible that we are friends to the provifion of the church, as 
well as to the relief of the people. 


No. LXXXIV. 


Declaration of the Catholic Society of Dublin. (P. 330.) 


Dublin, O@ober 21f?, 1791. 

IN the prefent enlightened and improved period of fociety, it is not for the 
Trifh Roman Catholics alone to continue filent. Not accufed of any crime; 
not confcious of any delinquency, they fuffer a privation of rights and con- 
veniencies, the penalty referved in wife fiates for offences of atrocious mag- 
nitude. It does not become them, whilft with liberality ever to be gratefully 
remembered, many defcriptions of their fellow-citizens compaflionate their 
fituation, to feem indifferent to the defirable, and they hope, not diftant 
event of their emancipation. They with to afcertain upon what terms they 
may venture to fettle ina country, which they love with the rational preference 
of men, not the fimplicity of puerile acquiefcence. It is not for the Irith 
Catholics, armed as their caufe is with reafon and juftice, like public foes to 
feek advantage from public calamity. They ought to advance their claim at 
a time moft favorable to difcuffion, when the condition of the empire is 
flourifhing and tranquil, They might feem culpable to their country, if af- 
feting to diflemble what it were unmanly not to feel, they referved their pre- 
tenfions in ambufcade to augment the perplexities of fome critical emergency. 
They would be culpable to pofterity, if they omitted to profit of the general 
inclination of public fentiment. They would be culpable to themfelves, if 
they fuffered an imputation to fubfift, that in the extent of the Britith tern- 
tory, 
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tory, they alone fubmit without repining, to a mortifying and opprefiive 
bondage, degrading to themfelves, and pernicious to their country. They 
conceive, that in the prefent {tate of things, their filence might be received as 
evidence of fuch difpofitions. 4 

Influenced by thefe confiderations, and inftructed by a recent tranfaétion, 
that although laws may be fhameful and prepofterous; for even in a philo- 
fophic age there will be bigots and tyrants, where the votaries of freedom are 
moft fanguine. A nuniber of Roman Catholics, refident in Dublin, have 
formed themfelves into a fociety, which they invite their fellow fufferers 
throughout the nation to unite with, which fhall have for its obje& to confi- 
der, and individually to fupport with all their zeal and perfonal influence, 
fuch meafures, not inconfiftent with their duty to the civil magiftrate, as fhall 
appear likely to relieve them from the oppreffions and difqualifications 
impofed in this country on perfons profeffing the Roman Catholic religion. 
We therefore do unanimoufly refolve, 

That we will, to the utmoft of our power, endeavour, by all legal and con- 
ftitutional means, to procure the repeal of the laws by which we are aggrieved, 
as Roman Catholics. That we will promote repeated application to every 
branch of the legiflature for that purpofe ; and affift fuch application by all 
means of legal influence, which it fhall at any time be poffible for us to exert. 

It would be tedious, it might be difgufting, to recount each individual 
grievance under which we fuffer. The Roman Catholics feem preferved in 
this land but as a fource of revenue. The whole legiflative, the whole exe- 
cutive, the whole judicial powers of the ftate, are in fhe hands of men, over 
whom they have no control; and with whom they can have little intercourfe. 
They are prohibited to engage in any mode of induftry from which it is pof- 
fible to debar them, or which is worth the monopoly. They are reftriéted in 
the education of their children. As confcientious we cannot lightly aban- 
don our religion, as prudent men we hefitate to engage in controverfial ftudy ; 
the wifeft have been bewildered in fuch purfuits, and they are for the mot 
part incompatible with our neceffary occupations. Nor is there any moral 
advantage held out as an inducement to change our creed: it is not pre- 
tended that we fhould become better men, or more dutiful fubjeéts, but 
inerely experimentalifts in religion feek to gratify their caprice by forcing us 
from our habits of education into the perplexing labyrinth of theology. 

The liberty of Ireland to thofe of our communion is calamity, and their 
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misfortunes feem likely to encreafe, as the country fhallimprovc in profperity 
and freedom. They may look with envy to the fubjeéts of an arbitrary mo- 
narch, and contraft that government, in which one great tyrant ravages the 
land, with the thoufand inferior defpots whom at every iuftant they mnt 
encounter. They have the buftle and cumberfome forms without the ad- 
vantages of liberty. The octennial period, at which the delegated truft of 
legiflation is revoked, and his importance reftorcd to the conftituent, rcturns 
but to difturb their tranquillity, and revive the recolleétion of their debafement. 
All the aétivity, all the popular a¢is of electioncering canvas, cnforce the idea 
of their infignificance ; they exemplify it too: witnefs the various preferences 
given by perfons of rank to not always the moft deferving among our Pro- 
teftant countrymen, a preference nearly as detrimental to the independent 
Protcftants as to us. 

There cxifts not in their behalf any control over power. They havc felt 
the truth of this affertion, when in this age of toleration, even within the laft 
eight years, feveral new penal {tatutcs have becn ena¢ied againft them. 

They cxperience it daily, not alone in the great deliberations of the nation, 
aud in the little concerns of public money for the fervice of the ftate, but in 
the local impofition of county and parochial taxes. Wc appeal to our rulers, 
we appeal to Ireland, we appeal to Europe, it we defervea place in focicty, 
fhould we feem willing to infinuate that fuch a fituation is not feverely unac- 
ceptable. 

We are fatisfied that the mere repeal of the laws againft us will prove but 
feebly beneficial, unlefs the a&t be fanctioned by the concurrence of our Pro- 
teftant brethren, and thofe jealoufies removed by which the focial intercourfe 
of private life is interrupted. It is time we fhould ceafe to be diftiné nations, 
forcibly enclofed within the limits of one ifland. It fhall be a capital objeét 
of our inftitution to encourage the fpirit of harmony, and fentiments of af- 
feétion, which the ties of common intereft, and common country, ought, ere 
now, to have infpired. Countrymen! too long have we fuffcred ourfelves to 
be oppofed in rival factions to each other, the fport of thofe who felt no ten- 
dernefs for either. Why fhould diverfity of fentiment, fo ufual where the 
matter in debate is abftrufce or important, feparate thofe whom heaven placed 
together for mutual benefit and confolation? Objcéts, material in their day, 
produced hoftility between our anceftors. The caufes of that difcord have 
ceafed to exift; let the enmity too perith. Let it be the duty of prefent and 
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future ages to prevent the recurrence of fueh unnatural and calamitous dif- 
fention; except in the a€tual difcharge of the religious duties, which con- 
{cience renders inevitable, we with there never fhall be found a trace of that, 
whieh may poffibly divide us into diftiné communities. 

The ill effects of thefe reftriétions are not confined to thofe of our religion; 
they extend to every individual, and every public body in the nation; under 
the weight of them, induftry, under their influence, public fpirit is eneryated. 
It is the intereft of every man in Ireland that the entire code thould be aho- 
lithed. It is the intereft of the crown, as it muft promote the general happi- 
nefs of the fubjects. It is the intereft of the great, as it will ferve to tranquil- 
lize the country, and to eneourage induftry; it is the additional intereft of the 
middle and inferior ranks, as it muft impart new importance to their fentiments, 
and to the expreftion of their fentiments ; we call upon every order of the ftate, 
not alone by their benevolence and juftice, but by their patriotifin and felf 
intereft, to co-operate with our exertions. 

It adds the infult of mockery to the inisfortune of the Inith Catholics, that 
the number of perfons aggrieved, in every other inftance an inducement to 
redreis, is a reafon alleged to procraftinate their relief, and an argument ufed 
to impofe filence on their murmurs: is it their act, that a multitude of Inith- 
men are aggregated by common grievance, and claffed in one great commu- 
nity of fellow-fufferers? Why accufe them of hoftility to the conftitution ? 
They earneftly folicit to participate in its advantages. Why fufpeét them 
of enmity to their country? They defire entirely to incorporate themfelves 
with it, to contraét clofer ties, which fhall decide them to confign their pofte- 
rity irrevocably to its bofom. We envy not its endowments to the efta- 
blithed church; adverfity has inftruéted us, that all the confolations which 
are promifed, are moft faithfully and tenderly adminiftered by the paftors 
with moderate appointments, a free gift of gratitude to the kindeft benefac- 
tors. Faftidioufly excluded from the conftitution, we can pronounce on it 
but as aliens, by fpeculation. We difcern in it the means of much happinefs ; 
we regret that its fymmetry is not complete; achafm remains which might be 
filled with advantage by the Roman Catholies; we have neither paffion nor 
intereft at variance with the order of things it profeffes to efiablifh. We 
defire only that property in our hands may have its natural weight, and 
merit in our children its rational encouragement. We have fworn allegiance 
to our fovereign, and the very evils we complain of prove how inviolable is our 
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attachment to fuch obligation. We refpect the peerage, the ornament of 
the ftate, and the bulwark of the people, interpofing, as we hope the Irith 
Catholics will experience, mediatory good offices between authority and the 
objects of it. We folicit a fhare of intereft in the exiftence of the commons. 
Do you require an additional teft? We offer one more unequivocal than a 
volume of abjurations—we hope to be free, and will endeavour to be united. 
Do you require new proofs of our fincerity 2? We ftood by you in the exigen- 
cies of our country. We extend ourhands, the pledge of cordiality. Who 
is he that calls himfelf a friend to Ireland, and will refufe us > 

We feel ourfelves juftified in this affociation: the period draws near when it 
will be fit the Irifh Catholics approach the legiflature with refpectful folicita- 
tions. It is meet that thofe who fuffer fhould confer, in order to afcertain 
the means and matter of redrefs likely to prove at once fatisfactory and fuc- 
cefsful. It is infinuated, that fome of our Proteftant brethren are adverfe to 
our emancipation ; it is meet we fhould inveftigate the grounds of this ftrange 
affertion. ‘The laws that have feparated us from our countrymen, deftroying 
our intercourfe with bodies conftituted by authority, leave us no other 
manner to collect, or to convey the general fenfe of our grievances, than this 
of a felf-created fociety. We mean not to interfere with the harmony now 
happily fubfifting through the nation: if the applications on our behalf are 
complied with, we can never have occafion; if rejected, we cannot have an 
intereft to interrupt it. Engaged for the moft part in the various departments 
of commerce, we areconcerned not lefs than any other clafs of citizens, to 
cultivate the bleffings of tranquillity; individually, we have more at ftake 
than fome, who prefume to falfify our motives, and calumniate our actions. 
The Reman Catholic body meafured ftrength with the power of the ftate, and 
was vanquifhed, when it poffeiied a force that never can be exerted, and was 
oppofed to enemiesfar lefs numerous than it now fhould encounter. The confif- 
cations of that period are confirmed to the prefent occupiers by immemorial pot- 
feffions, by the utter impoflibility of afcertaining the original proprietors, by 
the perfonal and pecuniary intereft of almott every Roman Catholic in the 
land to maintain the fettlement. Many of our communion already have, 
and ftill more are likely to expend their property on titles derived under 
thefe forfeitures. It isnot from the wealthy, attached to their prefent enjoy- 
ment, that commotion isto be apprehended. It is not from the induftrious ; 
a fingle year of anarchy muft prove fatal to their competence. Itis not from 
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the poor, a wretched band of flaves, mouldering under thefe bad laws, and 
only made ufe of to degrade the Inih Catholics to a rabble, when it is conve- 
nicnt to defpife them. We arc willing to forget that any befide the prefent 
race ever cxifted in thisifland. We long have been willing to forget it, if our 
recolleétion were not kept alive by what we fuffer, and by the celebration of 
feftivals, memorable only as they denote the «ra and the events, from whence 
we datc our bondage. 

We will endeavour by temperate, by unremitting afliduity, to procure the 
benefit of that conftitution, which, of our fellow-fubjeéts, is denied alone to 
thofe of our perfuafion. We are amenable to all the decrees of the ftate; we 
contribute to all its exigencies ; we are ftill to be informed upon what grounds 
its advantages are made a monopoly to our exclufion, We challenge an 
inveftigation of our principles and conduct; we feel not ourfelves; we know 
not that there is in our brethren a deficiency of manly fpirit, of capacity or 
virtue; which ought to affign to the Irth Roman Catholics an inferior rank 
among the creatures of our common Father. If we have a crime, it is to 
have flept over our chains; our caufe is the caufe of juftice, and our country. 
We folicit counfel and affiftance from all to whom thefe facred names do not 
prefent themfelves unheeded. 

To the patronage of the lettcred we peculiarly recommend ourfelves ; 
where talents have arifen among us, they have been compelled to feek refuge 
in a foreign country, or they have perifhed in their infancy, robbed of the 
hope that animates; curtailed of the education that invigorates them. We 
claim as of right, the benefit of open trial and candid difcuffion ; even amidft 
the cares of legiflating for an extenfive empire, the Britifh fenate did not 
refufe its attention to the unfortunate exiles of Africa. Ifin this enlightened 
age it is ftill our doom to fuffer, we fubmit; but at leaft let us learn what 
imputation of crimes can inftigate, or what motives of expedience can account 
for the denunciation of that heavy judgement. That if loyalty, which ftrong 
temptations could never alienate; if exemplary good conduét under the 
mott trying circumftances ; if revcrence to a conftitution which in our native 
Jand we arc forbidden to approach, be infufficient to remove unjuft afper- 
fions, and entitle us to the kindnefs and confidence of our brethren, we may 
be at leaft inftruéted how we fhould atone for what we cannot deem inexpi- 
able, the political errors or misfortunes of our anceftors. 

By order of the Society, 
THEOBALD M‘KEnna. 
No. 
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No. LXXXV. 


The Conftitution of the United Irifhmen in 1791. (P. 330.) 


ift. THIS Society is conftituted for the purpofe of forwarding a brother- 
hood of affcétion, a communion of rights, and an union of power among Irifh- 
men of every religious perfuafion, and thereby to obtain a complete reform in 
the legiflature, founded on the principles of civil, political, and religious 
liberty. 

2d. The members of this fociety fhall either be ordinary or honorary, and 
fhall not be limited to any defcription of men, but to extend to all perfons 
who may be deemed eligible. 

3dly. Every candidate for admiftion into this fociety fhall be propofed by 
one member, and feconded by another, both of whom fhall vouch for his 
character and principles, and whofe name fhall be entered on the books of the 
fociety ; the candidate to be ballotted for on the fociety’s fubfequent meeting, 
and if one of the beans be black, he fhall ftand rejected. 

Ath. Asa fund is neceffary the betterto carry into effect the purpofe of this 
affociation, each member, on his adimiffion, fhall pay to the fociety the fum 
of, and per month while he fhall continue a member. 

5th. The officers of this fociety thall be a fecretary and treafurer, who {hall 
be appointed by ballot every three months, viz. on every firft meeting in 
November,. February, May, and Augutft. 

Oth. This fociety, in manner aforefaid, fhall appoint two members, who with 
the fecretary fhall aét for the fociety in a baronial committee, which mem- 
bers fhall receive on each night of their attendance on faid committee. 

7. This fociety fhall in manner aforefaid appoint members, who, with the 
treafurer, fhall form a committee of finance, c. 

8th. At the requeft of either committee, or any members figning a requifi- 
tion, the fecretary, or if he fhould be abfent, the treafurer fhall call an extra 
meeting of the fociety. 

Oth. This fociety fhall meet in ordinary every cvening at o'clock; the 
prefident to be chofen by the majority of the members prefent, of whom 
fhall be a quorum. 

10. Every refpeét and deference fhall be paid to the chairman. On his 
rifing from his feat and taking off his hat, there thall be filence, aud the mem- 
bers feated. He fhall be judge of order and propriety ; thall grant leave of 
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abfence at pleafure; fhall not enter into debate. If any member behave 
improperly, he is impowered to direét an apology; or if refraétory, tine him 
in any fum not exceeding , and on refufal to do as direéted, he fhall 
therefore be expelled the fociety for 

11th. No member fhall {peak more than twice to a queftion, without leave 
from the chairman. , 

12. Every perfon eleéted a member of this fociety, whether ordinary or 
honorary, fhall, previous to his admiffion, take the following teft in a feparate 
apartment, in the prefence of the perfons who propofed and feconded him, and 
one member appointed by the chairman; or in cafe of abfence of one of the 
two perfons, the chairman {hall appoint another member to aét for the 
abfentee ; after which the new member fhall be brought into the body of the 
fociety, and there take the teft in the ufual form. 


TES@ 
In the awful prefence of God. 

« J, A, B. do voluntarily declare, that I will perfevere in endeavouring to 
form a brotherhood of affeétion among Irifhmen of every religious perfua- 
fion; and that I will alfo perfevere in my endeavours to obtain an equal, 
‘ full, and adequate reprefentation of all the people of Ireland. 
“ ¥ do further declare that neither hope, fears, rewards, or punifhments, 
fhall ever induce me, direétly or indireétly, to inform on, or give evidence 
againft any member of this or fimilar focieties, for any act or expreffion of 
‘“ theirs done or made collectively or individually, in or out of this fociety, 
“ in purfuance of the {pirit of this obligation.” 

13th. A member of any other acknowledged fociety, being introduced to 
this fociety by a member, fhall, upon producing a certificate figned by the 
fecretary, and fealed with the feal of the fociety to which he may belong, and 
taking the foregoing tefit be admitted to attend the fittings of this fociety. 

14th. No member fhall have a certificate but by applying to the committec, 
who thall grant it, unlefs the member is leaving his place of refidence, which 
certificate fhall be lodged with the fecretary on his return. 

15th. When this fociety fhall amount to the number of thirty-fix members, 
it fhall be equally divided by lot, that is, the names of all the members fhall 
be put into a hat or box, the fecretary or treafurer fhall draw out eighteen 
individually, which eighteen fhall be confidered the fenior focicty, and the re- 
maining eighteen the junior, who fhall apply to the Baronial Committee 
through the delegates of the fenior fociety, for a number ; and that this divi- 
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fion fhall only take place in the months of O@ober, January, April, and July. 
The fund {hall alfo be equally divided. 

16th. That no fociety fhall be recognized by any committee, unlefs 
approved of and taking the teft, and amounting in number to feven members, 


No. LXXXVI. 
GP» 334.) December 27, 1791. 
The following Addrefs was prefented to the Lord Lieutenant. 


To his Excellency Joun Earl of Westmoretann, Lord Lieutenant 
General, and General Governor of Ireland. 


WE, the undernamed, his majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, Roman 
Catholics of the kingdom of Ireland, defirous at all times to declare unequi- 
vocally our fentiments of loyalty to our moft gracious fovereign, and our 
attachment to the conftitution, difclaiming evcry word or aét which can 
direéily or indireétly tend to alarm the minds of our brethren, or difturb the 
tranquillity of this country, have, in order to prevent mifreprefentation, or 
mifconception of our fentiments, thought it neceflary now to lay before your 
excellency the refolutions hereunto anncxed. 

We confide in your excellency’s goodnefs, that you will be pleafed to repre- 
fent us to our moft gracious fovereign fuch as we really are, grateful for the 
mild and benevolent difpofition he has been always gracioufly pleafed to fhew 
towards us. 

We rely with confidence on our paft, as a pledge for our future conduédt ; 
and as we feel moft ftrongly the benefits, that have arifen not only to us in 
particular, but to this kingdom in general, from the indulgence, which 
through the wifdom of the legiflature, we have already received ; fo we look 
with refpe¢tful confidence to its wifdom, liberality, and benevolence for a 
further extenfion of its favors. 

Refolved, That application be made to the legiflature during the next 
feffion of parliament, for a further repeal of the laws affecting the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland. 

Refolved, That grateful for former conceffions, we do not prefume to point 
out the meafure or extent, to which fuch repeal fhould be carried, but leave 


the fame to the wifdom and difcretion of the legiflature, fully Sou in 
their 
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their liberality and benevolence, that it will be as extenfive as the circum- 
{tances of the times, and the gcneral welfare of the empire, fhall, in their con- 
Yideration, render prudent and expedient. 

Refolved, That firmly attached to our moft gracious fovereign and the 
conftitution of the kingdom, and anxioufly defirous to promote tranquillity 
and fubjeétion to the laws, we will ftudioufly avoid all meafures which can 
either direétly, or indirectly, tend to difturb or impede the fame, and will rely 
on the wifdom and benevolence of the legiflature as the fource, from which 
we defire to obtain a further relaxation of the above-mentioned laws. 


Fingal 

Gormanftown 

Kenmare 

John Thomas Troy, D; Dy Tg@atlr 
A.D. 

Hon. John Prefton, Gormanftown, 
co. Meath 

Valentine Browne, Killarny co. Kerry 

Sir Pat. Bellew, Bart. Barmeath, co. 
Louth 

Sir T. Efmond. Bart. co. Wexford 

Edward Bellew, Barmeath co. Louth 

Hugh O’Reily, Ballinlough, co. 
Weftnieath 

Malachy Donnellan, Ballydonnellan, 
co. Galway 

Rich. Farrell Caddell, Harbourftown, 
co. Meath 

R. Caddell, Harbourftown, aforctaid 

Jofeph Blake, Ardfry, co. Galway 

William Bellew, Barmeath co. Louth 

J. Deafe, Turberftown, co. Wefimeath 

Oliv. Count D’Alton, co. Weftmeath 

J. White, Loughbrickland, co. Down 

R. Strange, Spencer Hill, co. Louth 

W. Netterville, Cruiferathco, Meath 

Mathew Donellan, Ballydonnellan 
ca. Galway 


Rob. French, Rahifane, co. Galway 
Dom. W. O’Reily, Kildangan Cafile, 
c. Kildare 
John Burke, Marble Hill, co. Galway 
M. Burke, Spring Garden, co. Galway 
Tho. Burke, Marble Hill, co. Galway 
Major Anfelm Nugent, co Meath 
Tho. Daly, Cloonaha, co. Galway 
Petcr Daly, Cloonaha aforefaid 
Jvhn Blake, Ballimana, co. Galway 
Francis Cruife, Belgard, co. Dublin © 
Francis Goold, city of Cork 
Chrift. Fitzfimmons, co. Wicklow 
Harvey Hay, Ballintrul, co. Wexford 
James Farrill, of the city of Dublin 
Walter Blakeney, co. Carlow 
James Blakeney, co. Carlow 
Pat. Deafe, of the city of Dublin 
John Huffey Rakenny, co. Meath 
J. Dillon, late of Belgard, co. Dublin 
I. Hearne, Hearnfbrook, co. Galway 
George Butler, of Ballyragget 
Dan. Cronin, of Rathmore, co. Kerry 
Gregory Byrne, of the city of Dublin 
S. Roche John, of the city of Limerick 
P. Roche John, of the city of Limerick 
G. Ryan, of Inch, co. Tipperary . 
John O’Brien, of the city of Limerick 
Jam. 
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Jam. O'Brien, of the city of Limerick Henry Farrell, of the city of Dublin 
S. Roche, jun. of the city of Limerick John Harford, of the city of Dublin 
Tho. Roche, of the city of Limerick Thomas Magan, of the city of Dublin 
J. Bagot, of Caftle Bagot, co. Dublin T. Bourke, of Mecleck, co. Galway 


John Roche, of the city of Dublin James Taylor, co. Meath 
Jam. Nugent, of Ballinacor, co. Weft- Lewis Ward, Lifcub, co. Galway 
meath John Nugent, Kilcomb, Weftmeath 


D. T. O’Brien, of the city of Dublin Ant. Brown, Kilcongan, Weftmeath 
J. Comerford, of the city of Dublin O. Brown, Kilcongan, Weftmeath 
Rich. Deafe, Clougill, co. Meath Nicholas Brown, Parcelftown, Meath 
John Deafe, of the city of Dublin 


To which his excellency was pleafed to give the following anfwer : 

“ I receive with great fatisfaétion this declaration of your loyalty to the 
* king, and attachment to the conttitution ; I will not fail to make a faithful 
“* reprefentation thereof to his majefty.” 


No. LXXXVII. 


Declaration of the Society of the United Irifhmen. (P. 330.) 
Friday, 30th December, 1791. 
Society of UnirEep Irtsumen of Dublin. 
The honorable Stuon Bur er in the chair. 


Refolved unanimoufly, that the following circular letter, reported by our com- 
mittee of correfpondence, be adopted and printed. 


THIS letter is addrefled to you from the correfponding committee of the 
fociety of United Inifhmen in Dublin. 

We annex the declaration of political principles, which we have fubfcribed, 
and the teft which we have taken, as a focial and facred compaét to bind us 
more clofely together. 

The object of this inftitution is to make an united fociety of the Inifth na- 
tion; to make all Inifhmen citizens ; all citizens Irifhmen: nothing appearing 
to us more natural at all times, and at this crifis of Europe more reafonable, 
than that thofe who have common intcreft, and common enemies, who fuffer 
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common wrongs, and lay claim to common rights, fhould know each other, 
and fhould aét together. In our opinion, ignorance has been the demon of 
difcord, which has fo long deprived Irifhmen, not only of the bleflings of well- 
regulated government, but even the common benefits of civil fociety. Peace © 
in this ifland has hitherto been a peace on the principles and with the confe- 
quences of civil war. For a century paft there has indeed been tranquillity, 
but to moft of our dear countrymen it has been the tranquillity of a dungeon ; 
and if the land has lately profpered, it has been owing to the goodnefs of 
Providence, and the ftrong efforts of human nature refifting and overcoming 
the malignant influence of a miferable adminiftration. 

To refift this influence, which rules by difcord and embroils by fyftem, it 
is vain to act as individuals or as parties ; it becomes neceffary by an union of 
minds, and a knowledge of each other, to will and aét as a nation. To know 
each other is to know ourfelves; the weaknefs of one, and the firength of 
many. Union therefore is power; it is wifdom; it muft prove liberty. 

Our defign therefore in forming this fociety, is to give an example, which, 
when well followed, muft colle¢t the public will, and concentrate the public 
power into one folid mafs, the effect of which, once put in motion, muft be 
rapid, momentous, and confequential. 

In thus affociating, we have thought little about our anceftors, much of 
our pofterity. Are we for ever to walk like beafts of prey, over fields which 
thefe anceftors ftained with blood? In looking back, we fee nothing on the 
one part but favage force fucceeded by favage policy ; on the other, an unfor- 
tunate nation, “fcattered and peeled, meted out and trodden down!” We 
fee a mutual intolerance, and a common carnage of the firft moral emotions 
of the heart, which lead us to efteem and place confidence in our fellow- 
creatures. We fee this, and are filent ; but we gladly look forward to brighter 
profpects, to a people united in the fellowfhip of freedom, to a parliament the 
exprefs image of the people, toa profperity eftablithed on civil political liberty, 
to a peace, not the gloomy and precarious ftillnefs of men brooding over 
their wrongs, but that {table tranquillity, which refts on the right of human 
nature, and leans on the arms by which thefe rights are to be maintained. 

Our principal rule of conduét has been to attend to thofe, things in which 
we agree, to exclude from our thoughts thofe in which we differ. We agree 
in knowing what are our rights, and in daring to affert them. If the rights 
of men be duties to God, we are in this refpeét of one religion. Our creed of 
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‘civil faith is the fame; we agree in thinking, that there is not an individual 
among our millions, whofe happinefs can be eftablifhed on any foundation fe 
rational and fo folid, as on the happinefs of the whole community. We agree 
therefore in the neceflity of giving political value and ftation to the great 
majority of the people; and we think, that whofoever defires an amended 
conftitution, without including the great body of the people, muft on his own 
principles be conviéted of political perfecutions, and political monopoly. If 
the prefent electors be themfelves a morbid part of our conftitution, where are 
we to recur for redrefs but to the whole community? “ A more unjuft and 
“ abfurd conftitution cannot be devifed than that, which condemns the na- 
“ tives of a country to perpetual fervitude, under the arbitrary dominion of 
“ ftrangers and flaves.” 

We agree in thinking, that the firft and moft indifpenfable condition of 
the laws of a free ftate, is the affent of thofe, whofe obedience they require, 
and for whofe benefit only they are defigned. Without, therefore, an im- 
partial and adequate reprefentation of the community, we agree in declar- 
ing, we can have no conftitution, no country, no Ireland. Without this, 
our late revolution we declare to be fallacious and ideal; a thing much 
talked of, but neither felt nor feen. The aét of Irith fovereignty has been 
merely toffed out of the Englifh houfes into the cabinet of the minifters ; and 
nothing remains to the people, who of right are every thing, but a fervile ma- 
jefty and a ragged independence. 

We call moft earneftly on every great and good man, who at the late era 
fpoke or acted for his country, to confider lefs of what was done, than of 
what there remains to do. We call upon their fenatorial wifdom to confider 
the monftrous and immeafurable diftance, which feparates in thus ifland the 
ranks of focial life, makes labour ineffe¢tual, taxation unproductive, and di- 
vides the nation into petty defpotifin and public mifery. We call upon their 
tutelar genius, to remember, that government is inftituted to remedy, not to 
render more grievous, the natural inequality of mankind, and that unlefs the 
rights of the whole community be afferted, anarchy (we cannot call it go- 
vernment) muft continue to prevail, when the ftrong tyrannize, the rich op- 
prefs, and the mafs are brayed in a mortar. We call upon them, therefore, 
to build their arguments and their actions on the broad platform of general 
good. 

Let not the rights of nature be enjoyed merely by connivance, and the 
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rights of confcience merely by toleration. If you raife up a prone people, 
let it not be merely to their knees: let the nation ftand. Then will it caft 
away the bad habit of fervitude, which has brought with it indolence, igno- 
rance, au extinction of our faculties, an abandonment of our very nature. 
Then willevery right obtained, every franchife exercifed, prove a feed of fo- 
briety, induftry, and regard to charaéter, and the manners of the people will 
be formed on the model of their free conftitution. 

This rapid expofition of our principles, our object, and our rule of conduét, 
mufi naturally fuggeft the with of multiplying fimilar focieties, and the propri- 
ety of addreffing fuch a defire to you. Is it neceffary for us to requeft, that 
you will hold out your hand, and open your heart to yourcountryman, townf- 
man, neighbour? Can you form a hope for political redemption, and by 
political penalties, or civil excommunications, with-hold the rights of nature 
from your brother? We befeech you rally all the friends of liberty within 
your circle round this fociety as a centre. Draw together your beft and 
braveft thoughts, your beft and braveft men. You will experience, as we 
have done, that. thofe points of union will quickly attract numbers, while the 
affemblage of fuch focieties, aéting in concert, moving as one body, with one 
impulfe, and one direétion, will, in no long time, become not parts of the na- 
tion, but the nation itfelf; {peaking with its voice, exprefling its will, refift- 
lefs in its power. 

We again intreat you to look around for men fit to form thofe ftable fup- 
ports, on which Ireland may reft the lever of liberty. If there be but ten, 
take thofe ten. If there but two, take thofe two, and truft with confidence 
to the fincerity of your intention, the juftice of your caufe, and the fupport 
of your country. 

Two objects intereft the nation, a plan of reprefentation, and the means of 
accomplifhing it. Thefe focieties will be a moft powerful means; but a po- 
pular plan would itfelf be a means for its own accomplifhment. We have 
therefore to requefi, that you will favor us with your ideas refpecting the 
plan, which appears to you moft eligible, on the prefent more enlarged and 
liberal principles, which aétuate the people; at the fame time giving your 
fentiments upon our national coalition, on the means of promoting it, and on 
the political {tate and difpofition of the country or town where you refide. 
We know what refiftance will be made-to your patriotic efforts by thofe, who 
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neceflity of reform, the greater probably will be the refiftance: we know, 
that there is much fpirit that requires being brought into mafs, as well as 
much maffy body that muft be refined into fpirit. We have many enemies, 
and no enemy is contemptible; we do not defpife the enemies of the Union, 
the liberty and the peace of Ireland, but we are not of natnre, nor have we 
encouraged the habit of fearing any man, or any body of men, in an honefi 
and honorable caufe. In great undertakings like the prefent, we declare, 
that we have found it always more difficult to attempt, than to accomplith. 
The people of Ireland muft perform all they with, if they attempt all that 
they can. 
Signed by order, 
James Naprer Tanpy, Sec. 


No. LXXXVIIL. 


GENERAL COMMITTEE. 
Dublin, March17, 1792. 
Declaration of the Catholics of Ireland. (Page 373.) 


WHEREAS certain opinions and principles, inimical to good order and 
government, have been attributed to the Catholics, the exiftence of which 
we utterly deny; and whereas it is at this time peculiarly neceflary to re- 
move fuch imputations, and to give the moft full and ample fatisfaction to 
our Proteftant brethren, that we hold no principle whatfoever incompatible 
with our duty as men or as fubjects, or repugnant to liberty, whether politi- 
cal, civil, or religious. 

Now we, the Catholics of Ireland, for the removal of all fuch imputations, 
and in deference to the opinion of many refpeétable bodies of men, and indi- 
viduals among our Proteftant brethren, do hereby, in the face of our coun- 
try, of all Europe, and before God, make this our deliberate and folemn de- 
claration : 

1ft. We abjure, difavow, and condemn the opinion, that princes, excom- 
municated by the pope and council, or by any ecclefiafiical authority whatfo- 
ever, may therefore be depofed or murdered by their fubjeéts, or any other 
perfons. We hold fuch doétrine in deteftation, as wicked and impious; and 
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we declare, that we do not believe, that either the pope, with or without a 
general council, or any prelate or prieft, or any ecelefiaftical power whatfo- 
ever, can abfolve the fubjects of this kingdom, or any of them, from their 
allegiance to his majefty King George the Third, who is, by authority of 
parliament, the lawful king of this realm. 

2d. We abjure, condemn, and deteft, as unchriftian and impious, the prin- 
ciple, that it is lawful to murder, deftroy, or any ways injure any perfon what- 
foever, for or under the pretence of being heretics ; and we declare folemnly 
before God, that we believe that no act, in itfelf unjuft, immoral, or wicked, 
can ever be juftified or exrcufed by, or under pretence or colour, that it was 
done either for the good of the church, or in obedience to anu ecclefiaftical 
power whatfoever. 

3d. We further declare, that we hold it as an unchriftian and impious prin- 
ciple, that “ no faith is to be kept with heretics.” This doétrine we deteft 
and reprobate, not only as contrary to our religion, but as defiruétive of mo- 
rality, of fociety, and even of common honefty ; and it is our firm belief, 
that an oath made to any perfon, not of the Catholic religion, is equally bind- 
ing, as if it were made to any Catholic whatfoever. 

Ath. We have been charged with holding as an article of our belief, that 
the pope, with or without the authority of a general council, or that certain 
ecclefiaftical powers can acquit and abfolve us, before God, from our oath of 
allegiance, or even from the juft oaths and contra¢ts entered into between 
man and man: 

Now we do utterly renounce, abjure, and deny, that we hold or maintain 
any fuch belief, as being contrary to the peace and happinefs of fociety, in- 
confiftent with morality, and above all, repugnant to the true /pirit of the Ca- 
tholic Religion. 

5th. We do further declare, that we do not believe that the Pope of Rome, 
or any other prince, prelate, ftate, or potentate, hath, or ought to have, any 
temporal or civil jurifdiétion; power, fuperiority, or pre-eminence, dire¢ily or 
indireétly, within this realm. 

6th. After what we have renounced, it is immaterial, in a political _ 
what may be our opinion or faith in other points refpeéting the Pope: how- 
ever, for greater fatisfaétion we declare, that it is ot an article of the Ca- 
tholic faith, neither are we thereby required to believe or profefs, “ that the 
‘* Pope is infallible,” or that we are bound to obey any order, in its own na- 
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ture immoral, though the Pope, or any ecclefiaftical power, fhould iffue or 
direét fuch order; but, on the contrary, we hold, that it would be finfudin us 
to pay any refpeé or obedience thereto. 

7th. We further declare, that we do not believe that any fin whatfoever 
committed by us can be forgiven at the mere will of any Pope, or of any 
prieft, or of any perfon or perfons whatfoever; but, that jincere forrow for 
paft_ fins, a firm and fincere refolution, as far as may be in our power, to re- 
ftore our neighbour’s property or character, if we have trefpaffed on, or un- 
juftly injured either; a firm and fincere refolution to avoid future guilt, and 
to atone to God, are previous and indif/penfuble requifites to eftablifh a well- 
founded expectation of forgivenefs; and that any perfon who receives abfo- 
lution without thefe previous requifites, fo far from obtaining thereby any 
remiffion of his fins, incurs the additional guilt of violating a facrament. 

8th. We do hereby folemnly difclaim, and for ever renounce all intereft 
in, and title to all forfeited lands refulting from any rights, or fuppofed riglits 
of our anceftors, or any claim, title, or intereft therein; nor do we admit any 
title, as a foundation of night, which is not eftablifhed and acknowledged by 
the laws of the realm, as they now ftand. We defire further, that whenever 
the patriotifm, liberality, and juftice of our countrymen, thall reftore to us a 
participation in the elective franchife, no Catholic fhall be permitted to vote 
at any election for members to ferve in parliament, until he fhall previoufly 
take an oath to defend, to the utmoft of his power, the arrangement of pro- 
perty in this country, as eftablifhed by the different atts of attainder and 
Settlement. 

gth. It has been objected to us, that we with to fubvert the prefent church 
eftablifhment, for the purpofe of fubftituting a Catholic eftablifhment in its 
ftead: Now we do hereby difclaim, difavow, and folemnly abjure any fuch 
intention ; and further, if we thall be admitted into any fhare of the confti- 
tution, by our being reftored to the right of elective franchife, we are ready, 
in the moft folemn manner, to declare, that we will not exercife that privi- 
lege to difturb and weaken the eftablifhment of the Proteftant religion, or 
Proteftant government in this country. 

Signed by order, and on behalf of the general committee of the Catholics 

of Ireland, 
Epwarp Byrne, Chairman. 
Richarp M‘Cormick, Secretary. 
No. 
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No. LXXXIX. 
(Page’373.) : 


Ata Meeting of the Sub-Committee of the Catholics of Ireland, Edward 
Byrne, Efq. in the Chair, 
Refolved, that the following Letter be circulated. 
Srr, 

THIS letter, with the plan which accompanies it, is tranf- 
mitted to you, by order of the fub-committee. You will perceive that the ob- 
ject of this plan.is to procure a fuller attendance of country gentlemen, to affift 
by their advice and influence, the meafures adopted by the committee to pro- 
cure for the Catholics the elective franchife, and an equal participation in the 
benefits of the trial by jury. You will pleafe to lofe no time in fubmitting 
this to the refpeétable Catholics of your county. You will pleafe alfo to in- 
form them, that feveral refpectable independent country gentlemen, lately in 
Dublin, had frequent confultations, for the laudable purpofe of re-uniting to 
the committee Lord Fingal, and the other gentlemen who had withdrawn 
themfelves from it. Thefe country gentlemen had the fatisfa€tion to find, 
that the general committee on one fide, and the gentlemen who had entered 
into feparate addreffes on the other, mutually regretted their divifion; which 
they faw was ufed by the opponents of the Catholics, as a pretext for with- 
holding from our people the eleétive franchife, and an equal participation of 
the benefits of the trial by jury. It is on all fides agreed, that if the Catho- 
lics are all united in this juft and reafonable requeft, effential to the very ex- 
iftence of our people, there will be a certainty of fuccefs. It depends then on 
ourfelves, whether we fhall be freemen or flaves! We fay, effential to the 
very exiftence of our people; for, as the rage for eleétioneering interefts in- 
creafes, our wealthy farmers muft cither pay beyond the value for lands, or 
refign them to Proteftant freeholders when out of leafe; our poor yeomanry 
will of courfe be expelled, and driven into beggary. Let us all, then, {peak 
with one voice, and fupplicate the legiflature for juftice, and we fhall receive it. 

Thefe independent country gentlemen have received from Lord Fingal, and 
the gentlemen, who have aéted with him, the moft pofitive declarations, that 
they will never again enter into any aét to oppofe the general committee in 
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their endeavours to obtain the emancipation of the Catholics; and it is de- 
termined, that all former differences in opinion fhall be buried in oblivion on 
both fides. 

The committee had decided to fend fome of their body, to propofe to the 
counties, to appoint the delegates to the committee, of whofe attendance 
there would be a certainty; and our chairman had a@tually left Dublin, with 
intention to go through great part of Ireland for this purpofe; the indepen- 
dent country gentlemen, as before mentioned, took up the fame idea them- 
felves, (before they knew the committee lad determined upon it) and they, 
and Lord Fingal and his friends, all agreed in prefling fuch a meafure on the 
committee, as an additional means of re-uniting them to the body. 

Lord Fingal, his friends, and the country gentlemen before mentioned, 
feemed at firft inclined, that the prefent committee fhould be diffolved; an 
opinion, however, which further refleétion on the various difficulties refulting 
from fuch a meafure, the doubts entertained of the competency in the com- 
mittee to diffolve itfelf, and the confideration that a diffolution muft neceflarily 
occur early in 1793, induced them to forego. 

The plan inclofed, fanétioned by the general committee, by thefe indepen- 
dent gentlemen, and by Lord Fingal and his friends, is recommended to your 
zeal to have carried into immediate execution in your country. 

Signed by order, 
RicuHarp M’Cormick, 
Secretary. 


On the manner of condudling the Election of Delegates. 


Tt will be of great importance, in the prefent ftate of our affairs, that the 
delegates be chofen in fuch a manner as to make it appear evident, that the 
nomination of fuch delegates 1s authorifed by all the people. Butas it might 
be imprudent to call a meeting of all the Catholics of a country, for the 
purpole of proceeding to fuch an election, it is therefore fuggefted, that one 
or two of the moft refpectable perfons in each parifh be appointed electors, at 
a meeting to be held at fuch private houfe in the parifh, as may be moft con- 
venient to the inhabitants. Thefe feveral ele¢tors, fo appointed, may meet 
at any central place, for the purpofe of choofing from one to four (as it may 
appear moft expedient to them) of their own refidents, as delegates to the ge- 
neral committce; no one to be eligible, who fhall not folemnly promife to at- 
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tend his duty in Dublin, when required to do fo by order of the committee, or 
at leaft who fhall not pledge himfelf to attend in his turn. It is alfo fuggefted 
that, in addition to the refident delegates, each county do appoint at the fame 
time,.as affociate delegates for fuch county, one or two (as it may appear beft 
to the electors) refident inhabitants of Dublin, whofe bufinefs it fhall be to 
keep up a regular correfpondence with colleagues in the country, and to in- 
form the county through them, of all proceedings in the general committee, 
at fuch times as the county delegates fhall be abfent. It is to be underftood, 
that attendance on the part of the county delegates will not be required, ex- 
cept on important occafions. In this, however, they are to ftudy their own 
convenience; if they all come often, we are perfuaded that the committee will 
derive fatisfaction and profit from their prefence and advice. 

As foon as the gentlemen of your county {hall have appointed delegates, it 
will be neceffary to call their attention to the firft great bufinefs which fhall 
probably engage the general committee, viz. An humble application to our 
gracious fovereign, fubmitting to him our loyalty and attachment, our obe- 
dience to the laws, a true ftatement of our fituation, and of the laws which 
operate againft us; and humbly befeeching, that we may be reftored to the 
elective franchife, and an equal participation in the benefits of the trial by 
jury. We have the firft authority for afferting, that tlis application will have 
infinite weight with our gracious fovereign and with parliament, if our friends 
are qualified to declare, that it is the univerfal wifh of every Catholic in the 
nation. To enable therefore your delegates and the general committee to 
fucceed in your behalf, it will be neceflary that the meeting enter into refo- 
lutions in any words they choofe to the following effect: 


At a meeting of the Catholics of the county of regularly 
convened, this day of 1792, in the chair, Refolved that 
of this county, and of the City of Dublin, have been this 


day chofen by the Catholics of this county as their delegates to the general 
committee. 

Refolved.—That it is our inftruétion to our faid delegates, to fupport in 
faid committee, as the voice of all the Catholics of this county, that an hum- 
ble reprefentation be made to our gracious fovereign and to parliament, of the 
many fevere laws, which opprefs his majefty’s faithful fubjeéts, the Catholics 
of Ireland, although no caufe founded in wifdom or policy, is afligned for 
their continuance ; imploring it, as effential to our proteétion, and to fecure 
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an impartial diftribution of juftice in our favor, that we be reftored to the 
ele€tive franchife, and an equal participation in the benefits of the trial by 
jury. 

According to its prefent form of conftitution, the general committee is 
open uot only to perfons delegated by others, but to every Roman Catholic 
of landed property in the kingdom. From this mixture of reprefentative and 
perfonal affociation, inconveniences which every one may remember, but 
which at prefent it is ufelefS to dwell on, have arifen. To guard againft fimilar 
inconveniences in future, we have recommended to your confideration the 
above fketch of a new fyftem; the objeét of which is to give to the committee 
fomewhat more of a reprefentative, and fomewhat lefs of an individual capa- 
city; and we beg leave to offer to you the following obfervations in fupport of 
our plan: 

Men appointed by others muft hold themfelves accountable to thofe from 
whom they derive their truft; and therefore muft regulate their conduét by the 
ftandard of general opinion ; or, if they be unwilling to take fuch a ftandard 
for their rule, and to obey the inftru¢tions of their conftituents, they may be 
removed from the places they hold, to make room for others more practicable, 
and lefs inclined to fet the diétates of private fentiment, or private intereft, in 
oppofition to the general will, and the public good. Under a fyftem which is 
thus reprefentative, and where the truft is revocable at pleafure, feduction 
cannot be praétifed, nor can divifion again take place; or at leaft the remedy 
is fo near the evil, that little danger is to be apprehended from either. 

Our plan, by making attendance a duty, will, we apprehend, ferve to bring 
a greater number of country gentlemen into the committee than have for- 
merly appeared among us. While admiffion remains fo eafy as it does at pre- 
fent, and while fo many perfons are exempted from refponfibility and con- 
troul, we have little reafon to expeét, that country gentlemen will defert their 
homes and their immediate concerns, to promote an intereft, which is remotely 
or obfcurely felt; but we hope that the honorable diftinétion of reprefenting 
others, added, to the obligation of a folemn promife, will not fail to reconcile 
thofe, who fhall happen to be delegated, to admit of fome temporary hardfhips, 
in order to promote the public good. By colleéting occafionally a number of 
country gentlemen in Dublin, we flatter ourfelves, that the committee will be 
enabled to {peak the fentiments of its conftituent members with diftinétnefs 
and precifion; and that the country parts of the kingdom will be provided 
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with the fureft means of acquiring whatever information may be neceffary on 
the fubjeét of Catholic affairs. From this prompt communication of opinion 
and intelligence, we forefee great advantages; advantages, which under the 
prefent fyftem are wholly beyond our reach; as the landed gentlemen are re- 
{fponfible only to themfelves, and as the Dublin delegates have frequently little 
knowledge of their conftituents. The attendance of a great number of 
country gentlemen will juftify fuch a reduétion of the number of delegates for 
the metropolis in the general committee, as may be judged advifable ; a mea- 
fure which was always defirable, but which could not be heretofore accom- 
plithed, as the attendance of landed gentlemen was fo uncertain and irregular, 

Every endeavour fhould be ufed to cultivate and improve the friendthip of 
our clergy. The clergy and laity, having but one intereft, fhould have but 
one mind, and fhould therefore mutually combine their talents, their opinions, 
and their exertions, in order to effetuate our common emancipation. This 
union of fentiment and defign, this interchange of counfel, and of aid, will 
ferve to ftrengthen the bonds of a common friendfhip, and will be the beft 
fecurity againft innovation in matters which relate to religion. 

The clergy being the natural guardians of morality, will undoubtedly con- 
fent to co-operate with the laity, when they confider that the reftoration of 
the eleétive franchife to the Catholic community will tend to prevent thofe 
prejudices, which are fo common at, and which difgrace the return of eleéti- 
onecring contefts. By fuch conduét will the clergy fecure to themfelves that 
influence over the laity of their own perfuafion, which it is ufeful that good 
clergy fhould have; and that refpe¢tability among perfons of other perfuafions, 
which muft naturally refult from the encreafed importance of the people to 
whom they belong. It is unneceffary to point out the advantages, which a 
reftoration of the eleétive franchife would produce in our habits and modes of 
life in the ftate of national as well as individual happinefs. Let it fuffice to 
fay, that not only laymen, but every Catholic bifhop and prieft, would, by the 
acqnifition of fo valuable a privilege to the Catholic body at large, find his 
condition meliorated in a variety of fhapes and circuinfiances, which cannot 
eafily be reduced within the compafs of exaét calculation. The filent opera- 
tion of this right would, in the lapfe of time, contribute to raife a refpectable 
yeomanry in the kingdom; and this yeomanry, giving on the one hand a 
new infufion of vigor to the commonwealth, would, on the other fupply a 
fund, from which the clergy would derive the means of a more honorable fup- 
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port, and more proportionate to their uncommon labours and merits, than at 
prefent they enjoy. 

When this plan fhall have been adopted, and the returns in confequence 
made, the committee will in the courfe of next winter, confider, as a meafure 
of the laft importance, what further improvements may be neceffary in the 
mode of electing delegates on future occafions, in order to fecure a perma- 
nent, extenfive, and effectual method of colleéting the general fenfe of the 
Catholics of Ireland. 

We beg leave to recommend it to you moft earneftly, to carry the above 
plan into immediate execution. It is of the utmoft confequence, that we 
fhould have this addition of country gentlemen as foon as poffible, in order 
to give due weight and efficacy to our humble application to the throne, 
which we are advifed to make this fummer, before the parliamentary arrange- 
ments are formed for the enfuing winter. 

As foon as your delegates fhall have bcen chofen, we requeft that you will 
make a return of their names and addrefs, to our fecretary, Mr. Richard 
M‘Cormic, Mark’s-Alley, Dublin. | 


Now XC. 


Refolutions relative to the Catholic Admiffon to the Eleéice Franchife. 
(Page 376.) 


COUNTY or) LOUTH. 


WE, the high fheriff and grand jury of faid county, affembled at Summer 
Affizes, 1792, cannot cxprefs in terms too ftrong our abhorrence of the 
wicked and daring attempt made by a printed lettcr from perfons calling 
themfelves the Sub-Committee of the Catholics of Ireland, figned Edward 
Byrne, and circulated through this kingdom, to excite a f{pirit of difcontent 
among the Catholics, and roufe their animofity againft the Proteftants and 
the confiitution. A letter which moft falfely tells them, that they are not 
{ecure of an impartial adminiftration of juftice; that they are oppreficd even 
to flavery; that a change of that part of the conftitution, which fecures the 
Proteftant eftablithment, is cifential to their exiftence; and then endcavours to 
induce them to difturb the tranquillity of the kingdom, by urging them to 
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illegal and unconftitutional affociations, and to eleét a Popifh congrefs to 
meet in the metropolis, with the vain expeétation, that it can overawe the 
parliament, that the conftitution is not ftrong enough to reprefs and punith fo 
daring a violation. 

Though we have a {trong reliance upon the good fenfe and loyalty of the 
Roman Catholics at iarge, that the feditious views of the authors and propa- 
gators of this faid letter will be difappointed, yet we feel it a duty particularly 
incumbent upon us, at this time, to declare our fentiments fully and de- 
cidecly in the following refolutions : 

Retolved, That under the laws, which veft the eleétive franchife in Pro- 
teftants only, this kingdom has improved, and is rapidly improving in trade, 
wealth and manufactures ; its freedom has been vindicated and fecured ; its 
pepulation encreafed, and that fince thofe laws have been called frequently 
into operation, the progrefs of the national profperity has been more vigorous 
and rapid. 

Refolved, That the allowing to Roman Catholics the right of voting for 
members to ferve in parliament, or admitting them to any participation in 
the government of the kingdom, is incompatible with the fafety of the Pro- 
teftant eftablifhment, the continuance of the fucceffion to the crown in the 
illuftrious Houfe of Hanover, and muft finally tend to fhake, if not deftroy 
our connexion with Great Britain, on the continuance and infeparability of 
which depends the happinefs and profperity of this kingdom. 

Refolved, That we will oppofe every attempt towards fuch a dangerous inno- 
vation, and that we will fupport, with our lives and fortunes, our prefent con- 
{titution, and the fettlement of the throne on his majefty’s Proteftant houfe. 

Matruew Piunxett, Sheriff. 


John Fofter Richard Cooper 
Thomas Henry Fofter Francis Manning 
Richard Dawfon Thomas Lee 
John William Fofier William Shiels 
John M‘Clintock, jun. Philip Brabazon 
Matthew Fortefcue Chriftopher Garfton 
William Ruxton Robert Brown 
James Tifdall Francis Eaftwood 
O’Brien Bellingham Rofs Moore 
Francis Tipping Thomas Benfon 
William Brabazon Wallop Brabazon. 
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COUNTY or MEATH. 

WE, the high fheriff, magifirates, and freelolders of county Meath, con- 
vened by public advertifement, having feen, with the deepeft regret, a fcan- 
dalous and libellous paper or letter, figned Edward Byrne, containing matter 
ofa moft daring and inflammatory nature, tending to excite animofity againft 
the peace of the kingdom, and our happy conftitution, both in church and 
ftate, feel it our indifpenfable duty to exprefs our fulleft abhorrence of fuch 
publication. 

And whereas, the faid publication, in order to inflame the minds of good 
and peaceable men, ftates, that the Roman Catholics of Ireland fuffer the 
heavieft oppreffions, and are altogether in a ftate of flavery, that they are de- 
nied their trial by a jury of their country; and that an innovation on thie 
Proteftant eftablifhment, by admitting them to the exercife of the eleétive 
franchife, or the power of voting for members to reprefent them in parlia- 
ment, can alone fecure them in their perfons and properties. 

Refolved, That fuch letter or publication is a falfe and feditious libel, cal- 
culated to miflead the loyal and dutiful Roman Catholics of this kingdom, 
and to foment diffatisfaGtion and diforder among our Proteftant brethren. 

Refolved, That were the Roman Catholics admitted to the exercife of the 
elective franchife, inftead of a Proteftant parliament, through whofe happy in- 
fluence the national profperity continues daily to flourith and encreafe, we 
fhould fpeedily be reprefented by a Popith convention, and our connexion 
with Great Britain be as {peedily diffolved. 

And whereas, we have feen another letter or publication, figned Thomas 
Wright, purporting to be an addrefs from a certain number of men, who ftile 
themfelves the Society of United Irifhmen, which letter moft falfely calum- 
niates thofe refpectable grand juries, that have avowed their indignation and 
contempt of the daring fcandals iffued under the fignature of the faid Ed- 
ward Byrne; and whereas, the faid letter, figned Thomas Wright, ftates, that 
fuch grand juries have publithed the moft flagrant abfurdities, calumnies, and 
libels, that they are the inftruments of prejudice and diffention, and notori- 
oufly fubordinate to intrigue and diffufe corruption. 

Refolved, That fuch afperfions are an high infult on the dignity and pub- 
lic virtue of thefe counties, that have exprefied their difapprobation of the 
falfehoods and libels that a fet of wicked and defigning men have indufiri- 
oufly circulated through the kingdom; that fuch ill-founded calumnies are 
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a menace thrown out, with an intent to overawe and intimidate the fpirit of 
fuch counties as have not yet affembled, but that for ourfelves, we do declare 
our thorough contempt of all fuch fcandalous defamation. 

Refolved, That the faid letter, figned Thomas Wright, dares to affert, that 
the Proteftant afcendancy is a chimera, and confequently infinuates, that 
Popery fhould predominate. 

Refolved, That fuch contempt of the eftablithed religion, is of a nature 
highly feditious, and a moft indecent libel on the conftitution. 

Refolved, That we will, colleétively and individually, difcountenance all 
feditious meetings and affociations whatfoever; and that, with our lives and 
fortunes, we will fupport the Proteftant interefts of Ireland, under which the 
commerce and wealth of the country have become at once vigorous and ex- 
tenfive, and the true liberty of the fubjeé fecured and unfhaken. 

SAMUEL GiBBons, Sheriff. 


COUNTY or FERMANAGH. 
Summer Affizes, 1792. 


AT a meeting of the high heriff and grand jury of the county Fermanagh, 
the following refolutions were agreed on: 

Refolved, That we have the warmeft attachment to our Roman Catholic 
brethren, and fecl defirous to communicate to them every privilege not in- 
confiftent with our prefent happy eftablifhment in church and ftate. 

Refolved, therefore, That it is with the utmoft concern we have feen an 
inflammatory and dangcrous publication, figned Edward Byrne, the probable 
effeét of which will be to retard the extenfion of thofe privileges, by embody- 
ing the Roman Catholics of Ireland in a political faétion, holding out a lan- 
guage of demand and confidence, which cannot be tolerated with fafety to 
the prefent conftitution of the country. 

Refolved, ‘That we do recommend to our Catholic brethren to merit the 
extenfion of future favors by fhewing a fubmiflive gratitude for the very im- 
portant privileges, which have been already conferred on them; and that we 
do moft carnefily advife them rather to rely on the wifdom and liberality of 
parliament, which they have already experienced, than on the wild fuggef- 
tions of deluding or deluded partizans. 

Refolved, That we feel it neceflary to come forward at this period to de- 
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clare, that we are ready to fupport, with our lives and fortunes, our prefent 
invaluable conftitution in church and ftate, and that we will refift to the ut- 
moft of our power the attempts of any body of men, who fhall prefume to 
threaten innovation in either. 
Wiiiram O’Brien, Sheriff. 
Mervyn Archdall (foreman) John Haffard 


John Caldwell J. Hawkthaw 

Francis Brooke James Johnfton 

Gorges D’Arcy Irvine John Richardfon 

Jafon Haffard John Watkins 

Mervyn Archdall, jun. John Rofborough 

Henry Brooke » Robert Weir 

Gerard Irvine William Tredennich 

Henry St. George Cole George Nixon 

William Barton John King 

W. Stewart Robert Mayne. 

We coincide with the grand jury in opinion, and adopt their fentiments. 

ENNISKILLEN 
ERNE 
BELMORE. 


Oni Nghe esOr ot AgY ©; 
Summer Affizes, 1792. 


WE, the underfigned grand jurors, at this aflizes convened, think ourfelves 
called on to enter our proteft againft certain refolutions adopted by our fellow 
jurors refpeéting a paper, figned Edward Byrne, and faid to have been in- 
duftrioufly circulated through the different counties of this kingdom, as alfo 
refpeéting certain claims, which the refolutions affert, may be hereafter 
brought forward to the legiflature from our Roman Catholic brethren, for the 
reafon that the paper alluded to, however induftrioufly circulated, never was 
produced to the jury, conceiving it to be a proceeding inconfiftent with the 
dignity of any affociated body, to cenfure a paper they have never feen, and 
the purport of which they have confequently never examined. We diffent 
from any part of the faid refolutions, that direétly or by implication convey 
an eternal profcription of our Roman Catholic brethren, knowing them to be 
a loyal, deferving fect of his majefty’s fubjeéts in this kingdom: we objec 
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generally to the preamble and refolutions, fo adopted by our fellow-jurors, as 
tending to create alarms, where no caufe for fuch exifts, as tending to difturb 
that harmony and good order that has fo long fubfifted in this country, to 
revive diffentions that in days of ignorance and bigotry defolated this king- 
dom, as conceiving fuch to be unprovoked and undeferved by the Catholic 
body at large, and particularly unneceffary in our county, where the records 
we have of the principles of that fect of its inhabitants have been an approved, 
an uninterrupted loyalty of refpe€l, and attachment to the conftitution and 
the laws, and no later than the laft feffion of parliament a declaration of thofe 
principles, that their conduét had been the teft of difclaiming any mode of 
obtaining from the legiflature, for their body, further emancipation from civil 
difability than what refpeétful petition might obtain. We hold in {trong ab- 
horrence any fyftem that has, in its principles or forms, any femblance of the 
modes of anarchy and diforder, that prevail in an unfortunate neighbouring 
country. We know of no connexion that fuch have with the interefts or 
principles of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, but do know that their conduét 
and fentiments are uniformly oppofite to fuch, and that knowledge is a {trong 
motive of our attachment to them. 

Dom. Geoffry Browne Hugh O'Donnell 

John Browne Jofeph Lambert 

Neal O’Donnell George Glendinning 

John Edmond Browne Richard Blake. 

John Bingham 


Wefiport Houfe, 10th Sepé. 1792. 
MY not having ferved on the laft grand jury of Mayo, having prevented 
my fentiments being known on the important matter difcuifed there, refpect- 
ing the claims, that may be brought forward to the legiflature by the Roman 
Catholic inhabitants of this kingdom, I think it neceffary to declare, that I 
entirely coincide in the opinion of thofe gentlemen, who expreffed their dif- 
fent to the refolutions entered into by the majority of that grand jury. 
Denis Browne. 


CATHOLIC DECLARATION. 


AT a general meeting of the Roman Catholics of the county and city 


of Cork, convened by public advertifement, and held at the Cork Tavern, 
the 
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the 15th of October, 1792, the following declaration was unanimoufly agrecd 
tog : 
Justin M‘Cartny, Efq. M.D. in the Chair. 

We, the Roman Catholics of the county and city of Cork, compelled by 
the menaces and intimidations, wlieh are daily repeated and renewed in tlic 
public prints, to deviate from that rule of filent.expeétation we had preferibed 
to ourfelves, think it our duty at this erifis to interfere, and refcuc trom op- 
probrium the charaéicr of that body, of which we form no inconfiderable 
portion. 

We embrace the occafion of teftifying our entire approbation and coneur- 
rence, in the fentiments expreffed by our oppreffed brethren throughout the 
kingdom; like them we are loyal, attached to our country and to the con- 
ftitution which it poffeffes; like them inflexibly determined to feek, by all 
peaceable and legal means, that participation in the elcctive franchife, which 
we are qualified to enjoy by our fituation, patriotifm, and property. 

As the inhabitants of an extenfive country, and great commercial city, we 
cannot ftigmatize too ftrongly the unguarded conduét of thofe perfons, pro- 
bably not much interefted in the national welfare, who, by angry refolutions 
of rcfiftance where no attack was defigned, or even to be apprehended; and 
by dangerous confedcrations, which there is no pretence to juftify, have dif- 
fufed vague eonjectures through Ireland and foreign countries; interrupting 
at home the public tranquillity and the harmony of focial life, reprefenting 
us abroad in a condition of precarious fettlement. We fec the fpirit of in- 
tolerance obfervable in thofe proceedings with aftonifhment, in an age which 
is denominated enlightened, and among a people, who have laid claim to the 
praife of information and liberality. 

We never ean admit, that the exclufion of three-fourths of the people from 
any connexion with the legiflature, which difpofes of their lives, their liberty, 
aud fortuncs, is an effential and fundamental principle in the organization of 
fociety within this ifland. ‘The disfranchifement of a large portion of the 
Irith people, was the temporary expedient of a diftempercd age: it is time it 
fhould be cancelled. It is time the privilege of voting for reprefentatives 
jhould be re-anncxed to our freehold property; and fuffrage beeome, what 
the conftitution defigned it, the protection and reward of induftry. The good 
of the country, the liberality of the age, the fecurity our property affords, the 
proofs and the pledges we have given of patriotifm and lovalty, all eall aloud 
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for a happy reconciliation of parties, grounded upon this aét of fubftantial 
juftice. 

The enenies of that great good of Ireland, our emancipation, endeavour 
to divert the public mind from this difcuffion, and to overwhelm our calm 
reprefentation in the outcry of fedition. They are aware, that, fupported by 
reafon and juttice, if our Proteftant countrymen fhall inveftigate our caufe, 
we muft triumph over the bafe views and prejudices of the interefted and 
bigoted: but we call upon our Proteftant friends and neighbours to judge us, 
not from exaggerations and calumnies, but by their perfonal obfervation; by 
the general tenor of our lives and conduét; by the duties which we fulfil in 
common. Is there any room for the unkind furmifes which circulate? Are 
there no terms upon which we may hope to be reftored to our country? In 
the general havoc of our rights, remonftrance, petition, and difcuffion were 
preferved. We ufe them with that deference to the exifting laws, and at- 
tention to the public peace, which befits men connected by every endearing 
tie to their country. Will any honeft man lay his hand upon his breaft, and 
anfwer, is our conduét diforderly? Is our mode’of addrefs indecent? Are our 
grievances fictitious? In every purfuit we are intercepted by monopoly; we 
are deprived of all that is called enviable in political life, and of many folid 
advantages of fociety. When we enquire the caufe of this exclufion, we are 
denoniinated feditious. 

We have a ftrong caufe ; it requires but the aid of argument, and this aux- 
iliary alone we will employ. We folicit from our Proteftant countrymen a 
patient hearing, that we may demonftrate to them, that by redreffing our 
grievances, they ferve our common country and do not endanger their 
eftablifhment. We have no means of procuring redrefs, but by impreffing 
conviétion upon the Proteftant reprefentatives of Proteftant conitituents. 

Yor us ftands all that is illuftrious in the land for talent and public {pirit! 
The men, who encourage venality and trade in corruption, are arrayed 
againft us. It may be convenient to fuch perfons to limit the number of 
free agents within the realm; but will the fenfible and difinterefted Protef- 
tants of Ireland be deceived by their unfounded affertions, their unfubftan- 
tiated charges, and faneiful hypothefes? Will they credit, that we would 
innovate in profperity, who in adverfity are moderate and fubmiflive ? 

Will they believe, that we have an alien hope, who have appeared in every 


hour of peril armed by their fides for our common proteétion, and who have, 
within 
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within the period of their recollection, refitted the only powers on earth, whom 
we could be fuppofed to favor? Will they not rather attend to the evidence 
of their fenfes, that as the paft repeal of the Popery laws has been the caufe 
of national profperity, fo by the future muft our country flourifi? That it 
is more politic to recompenfe by franchife the toil of the laborious, than the 
perjury of the profligate. Thefe are the found doétrines of every wile ftatef- 
man and eminent writer of either kingdom; oppofed to them are the men 
who inculcate the dangerous lefion, that the church, the ftate, the crown, the 
empire, and the conftitution muft totter, unlefs they have for fupporters, a 
famifhed flave and an arrogant monopolift. 

We are threatened, if we perfift in our purpofe, not only with an exclufion 
from future favors, but likewife with a revocation of paft relaxations of pe- 
naltics infliéted without a crime; the former openly avowed, the latter co- 
vertly infinuated. But this fentence of eternal and even of retroactive pro- 
{cription, though backed by fome untimely proffers of lives and fortunes, has 
no effect on our conduct; becaufe we conceive, that to the legiflature alone 
it is competent to menace or to profcribe; and that for one fellow-fubjeét to 
threaten to limit the rights of another, is to affume a power that to him does 
not belong :---a {pecies of political affault unwarranted either by the law or 
the conftitution. 


To the patriots, who ftood forward our advocates in the fenate, and to 
thofe who fupported our caufe without, we return our warmeft thanks; and 
our acknowledgments and gratitude are particularly due to the late grand 
jury of this city, who, refifting the contagion of cvil example, have declined 
entering into the confederacy attempted to be formed for the purpofe of m- 
vetting our chains, and detaining usin bondage; as well as to the enlightened 
and fpirited Proteftant freeholders, who, by their refolutions of the 8th inftant, 
have patronized our claims, and refcued this great and refpe€iable county 
from the ftigma of bigotry, and the fpirit of monopoly. 


Justin M‘Cartuy, Chairman. 


[Signed by a moft refpectable number of country gentlemen of landed 
property, and wealthy citizens. ] 
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AT a numerous and refpectable meeting of the Roman Catholic Inhabitants 
of the town and county of the town of Galway, convened by public requifi- 
tion on Sunday the 14th inftant, the following refolutions were unanimoufly 
agreed to: 

CuristoPHer Cuevers, Efq. in the chair. 

We, the Rongan Catholics of the county of the town of Galway, think it our 
duty to repel, in the moft public and folemn manner, the imputation of fedi- 
tious practices and intentions, which have been rafhly alleged againft the Ca- 
tholics of Ireland, but which we obferve with furprize and regret to be daily 
repeated in the public prints, and fanétioned by the fignatures of men, who owe 
to the people of Ireland a more honorable fervice than to fabricate calumny, 
and ditfeminate divifion, confcious that in our opinions both civil and religi- 
ous, in our demeanour and in our connections, there is nothing hoftile to the 
good of our country, to liberty and fettlement. We obferve with equal in- 
lignation and aftonifimeut, the affertion, that to reftore us to the right of 
fuffrage, is a meafure which might endanger the fortunate conneétion of the 
fifter kingdoms, the happy conittitution of this realm, and the fucceffion in the 
Houfe ot Hanover, to which we are devoted. Nor can we refrain from re- 
marking, that whilft the authors of thefe crude conjectures expect an unli- 
united deference to their opinions, they fhould have treated with more decorum 
a body which contains the reprefentatives of fo many ancient families, a large 
portion of the landed, and a vaft majority of the commercial intereft of the 
country. If the character of Ireland were to be collected from the newf- 
papers, foreigners might fuppofe it plunged in the bigotry of the moft dark 
and barbarous periods of fociety. 

ift. Refolved, That we concur in the fentiments expreffed by the Catholics 
of Waterford in their Declaration of the 22d of September, and in other fimi- 
lar publications, being at once loyal, moderate, and firm. 

2d. That the tranquillity of Ireland would have been more confulted, if 
the grand juries,and fuch other incompetent affemblies had referred the difcuf- 
fion to the wifdom of parliament, the tribunal to which of right it appertains. 

3d. That as we fhould cenfure any menace or intimidation from the mem- 
bers of our body, fo we muit complain that the language of fome late refolu- 
tions is replete with menace, and feems calculated to deter the fubjeét from 
the exercife of his right to petition. 

Ath. 
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Ath, That the circular letter of the corporation of Dublin is on this account 
eminently reprehenfible, that it contained doétrines ineonfiftent with the 
exiftence of good government, and the peace of a fettled country. 

5th. That thofe who attempt to fupprefs the difcuflion of the Catholic 
queftion acknowledge by that conduct that our caufe is juft, and our relief 
reafonable, and that to obftruét our humble application to parliament in peti- 
tion, is the interruption of a right, which is enjoyed and exercifed even under 
defpotic governments. 

Oth. That impreffed with a conviction that the profperity of Ireland depends 
upon the union of its inhabitants, and that no union can be cordial unlefs po- 
litical rights be impartially diftributed, we will join with the Catholics of other 
counties and cities in an application to the legiflature to be reftored to the 
privilege of voting for our reprefentatives in parliament. That we will fup- 
port that application by every means of conf{titutional influence which we 
pofiels, and that we truft our gracious Sovereign, whofe character is an attach- 
ment equally paternal to all his fubjeéts will not liften to the mifreprefentation 
and chimeras of interefted nen, but countenance this fignal act of national 
policy and juftice, by which not alone the condition of his faithful people will 
be improved, but Ireland herfelf become a more ufeful and profitable member 


of the empire. 
CHRISTOPHER CHEVERS. 


Chriftopher Chevers, Efy. having left the chair, and Andrew French, Efq. 
of Rahoon, having taken it, the thanks of the meeting were unanimoufly 
yoted to Chriftopher Chevers, Efq. for his proper conduct in the chair. 

Signed by upwards of tour hundred Gentlemen. 


COUNTY AJaRRA MEETING. 
At a meeting of the Freeholders of the County of Kerry, convened at the 

County Court-houfe, by public notice, from the High Shenff, purfuant to 

a requifition from the Grand Jury--- 

Refolved, That having feen a printed paper now circulating amongft the 
Catholics of this county, which paper is figned, ** Edward Byrme,” and pro- 
pofes to the Catholics of the entire kingdom, to eleét perfons to reprefent their 
body, in the manner, and for the purpofes therein fet forth ; we confider it an 
indifpenfable duty, as well from an inalienable intereft in the fecurity of our 
prefent happy conftitution, fo ferioufly invaded thereby, as from our folicitude 


for the real advantages of our Catholic brethren, which we conceive in fact 
to 
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to be materially obftruéted by fuch meafure, to declare our opinion on the 
contents of fuch paper, and the refolutions it has compelled us to adopt. 

Refolved, That although we have feen with fatisfaction the progrefiion of 
public opinion in favour of our Catholic brethren, which has for fome years 
gradually procured them the material relaxations of the penal laws their mo- 
deration merited, yet we cannot but confider any efforts made to call upon the 
Catholics of this kingdom, to affemble themfelves colleétively or reprefenta- 
tively for the purpofes fet forth in faid letter, as calculated to continue and 
preferve feparate views and interefts between Catholics and Proteftants, which 
we trufted time would gradually efface ; as alfo to intimate that the privileges 
communicated to them, have been the acquifitions of their own efforts, rather 
than the conceffions of a generous and enlightened legiflature, and above all 
to eftablifh a dangerous innovation fubverfive of our-prefent conftitution, and 
neceffarily produétive of anarchy and confufion, and which we fhould there- 
fore equally oppofe, if adopted tor any purpofe by any fet of men, or fect of 
religion, not excepting even of the church, or eftablithed by the laws of the 
kingdom. 

Refolved, That the dark and myfterious allufions fuch letter contained, to 
the affent of Lord Fingal and the other Catholic noblemen and gentlemen who 
differed from the faid committee, oblige us to declare, that we difcredit fuch 
affertion, as well from the contradiétion it contains to the public declarations 
of the noblemen and gentlemen alluded to, as from the inconfiftency of fuch 
meafures with their loyalty, their attachment to the prefent conftitution, and 
their interefts in its maintenance and fupport. 

Refolved, That, in the county where the Catholics are exceedingly nume- 
rous, we have obferved with the moft heart-felt fatisfaétion, the higher rank 
moft eminently diftinguifhed by their meritorious efforts to preferve peace and 
good order; and that in the middle and lower ranks, we have found offences 
of every kind daily diminifh, whilft thofe attributed to, or derived from, the 
difference of feéts, have been utterly unknown. 

Refolved, That, in the indiffoluble union which exifts between the intelli- 
gent and good of all perfuafions, we look forward to a continuation of that 
progreffion of rapid improvement, which has taken place for fome years in 
this county. 

Refolved, That the High Sheriff of this county be requefted to tranfinit 
thefe our refolutions to his excellency the Lord Lieutenant of this kingdom, 
as the fenfe of the county. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY OF MONAGHAN. 


SumMeER AssIzEs, 1792.—We, the High Sheriff and Grand Jury of the 
county of Monaghan, obferving with the utmoft concern from certain late 
publications, that the privileges fo liberally granted by parliament during the 
laft feffion to our Roman Catholic brethren, have not been received by them 
with that thankfulnefs and gratitude which they merited, do feel it our duty 
to declare our opinion, that if they look to further indulgences, they are to be 
obtained only by peaceable fubmiffion to the prefent laws, and to exprefs 
our firmeft confidence that no branch of the legiflature will admit of any al- 
teration that can endanger that afcendancy which an eftablifhed religion and 
government muft maintain. 

Ricuarp Dawson, Sheriff. 
John Montgomery, Fore- James Corry, 


man, Dacre Hamilton, 
John James, Edward Richardfon, 
Samuel Madden, Norman Steele, 
Mat. Anketell, Thomas Brunker, 
N. Mont. Moore, William Forfter, 
Charles Albert Leflie, William Mayne, 
Thomas Singleton, John Mitchell, 
Adam Noble, James Jackfon, 
John Ker, Robert Graham, 
Alexander Nixon, John Rawdon, 
Robert Montgomery, Humphrey Thompfon, Efqrs. 

Wo. XCI. 


Queries to Foreign Univerfities, with their dnfwers. (Page 382.) 


WHEN the committee of the Englith Catholics (for they had a committee 
with whom the Englifh minifters of the crown did not difdain to communi- 
cate) waited on Mr. Pitt, he requested to be furnifhed with authentic evidence 
of the opinions of the Catholic clergy, and the Catholic univerfities abroad, 
“ with refpeét to the exiftence and extent of the pope’s difpenfing power.” 
Three queftions were accordingly framed and fent to the univerfities of 
Paris, Louvain, Alcala, Douay, Salamanca, and Valladolid, for their 


opinions. 
The 
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The queries and anfwers are as follows. 

THE QUERIES. 

Has thie pope, or cardinals, or any body of men, or any individual of the 
church of Rome, any civil authority, power, jurifdiction, or pre-eminence 
whatfoever, within the realm of England ? 

2. Can the pope or cardinals, or any body of men, or any individual of the 
church of Rome, abfolve or difpenfe with his majefty’s fubjeéts, from their 
oath of allegiance, upon any pretext whatfoever ? 

3. Is there any principle in the tenets of the Catholic faith, by which Ca- 
tholics are juftified in not keeping faith with heretics, or other perfons differing 
from them in religious opinions, in any tranfa¢tion, either of a public or a pri- 
vate nature ? 


Abftrad from the anfwer of the Sacred Faculty of Divinity of Paris to the 
above Queries. 

After an introduction according to the ufual forms of the univerfity, they 
anfwer the firft query by declaring : 

Neither the pope, nor the cardinals, nor any body of men, nor any other 
perfon of the church of Rome, hath any civil authority, civil power, civil ju- 
rifdiction, or civil pre-eminence whatfoever in any kingdom; and, confe- 
quently, none m the kingdom of England, by reafon or virtue of any autho- 
rity, power, juri{diction, or pre-eminence by divine inftitution inherent in, or 
eranted, or by any other means belonging to the pope, or the church of Rome. 
‘This doctrine the Sacred Faculty of Divinity of Paris has always held, and 
upon every occafion maintained, and upon every occafion has rigidly pro- 
{cribed the contrary doctrines from her fchools. 

Anfwer to the fecond query.—Neither the pope, nor the cardinals, nor 
any body of men, nor any perfon of the church of Rome, can, by virtue of 
the keys, abfolve or releafe the fubjects of the King of England from their 
oath of allegiance. 

This and the firft query are fo intimately connected, that the anfwer of the 
firft immediately and naturally applies to the fecond, &c. 

Anfwer to the third query.—There is no tenet in the Catholic church, by 
which Catholics are juftified in not keeping faith with Heretics, or thofe who 
differ from them in matters of religion. The tenet, that it is lawful to break 
faith with Heretics, is fo repugnant to common honefty and the opinions of 
Catholics, that there is nothing of which thofe who have defended the Catho- 

lic 
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lic faith againft Proteftants, have complained more heavily, than the malice 
and caiumny of their adverfaries in imputing this tenet to them, &c. &c. &c. 
Given at Paris in the General Affembly of the Sorbonne, held on Thurfday 
the 11th day before the calends of March 1789. 
, Signed in due form. 


UNIVERSITY OF DOUAY. 
January 5, 1789. 
At a Meeting of the Faculty of Divinity of the Univerfity of Douay, tc. &c. 

To the firft and fecond queries the Sacred Faculty anfwers---That no power 
whiatfoever, in civil or temporal concerns, was given by the Almighty, either 
to the pope, the cardinals, or the church herfelf, and, confequently, that 
kings and fovereigns are not in temporal concerns, fubjeét, by the ordination 
of God, to any ecclefiaftical power whatfoever ; neither can their fubjeéts, by 
any authority granted to the Pope or the Church, from above, be freed from 
their obedience, or abfolved from their oath of allegiance. 

This is the doétrine which the do€ors and profeffors of divinity hold and 
teach in our fchools, and this all the candidates for degrees in divinity main- 
tain in their public thefes, &c. &c. &c. 

To the third queftion the Sacred Faculty anfwers---That there is no prin- 
ciple of the Catholic faith, by which Catholics are juftified in not keeping faith 
with Heretics, who differ from them in religious opinion. On the contrary, 
it is the unanimous doctrine of Catholics, that the refpeét due to the name of 
God fo called to witnefs, requires that the oath be inviolably kept, to whom- 
foever it is pledged, whether Catholic, Heretic, or Infidel, &c. &c. &c. - 

Signed and fealed in due form. 


UNIVERSITY OF LOUVAIN. 


The Faculty of Divinity at Louvain, having been requefted to give her 
opinion upon the queftions above ftated, does it with readinefs—but {truck 
with aftonifhment that fuch queftions fhould, at the end of this eighteenth cen- 
tury, be propofed to any learned body, by inhabitants of a kingdom that 
glories in the talents and difcernment of its natives. The Faculty being af- 
fembled for the above purpofe, it is agreed with the unanimous affent of all 
voices to anfwer the firft and fecond queries abfolutely in the negative. 

The Faculty does not think it incumbent upon her in this place to enter 

Vot. II. 7 ¢ upon 
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upon the proofs of her opinion, or to thew how it is fupported by paffages in 
the Holy Scriptures, or the writings of antiquity. That has already been 
done by Boffuet, De Marca, the two Barclays, Goldaftus, the Pithaufes, Ar- 
gentre Widrington, and his Majefty King James the Firft, in his Differtation 
againft Bellarmine and Du Perron, and by many otliers, &c. &c. &c. 

The Faculty then proceeds to declare that the fovereign power of the ftate 
is in no wife (not even indireétly as it is termed) fubjeét to, or dependant upon 
any otlier power, though it be a fpiritual power, or even though it be inftituted 
for eternal falvation, &c. &c. t 

That no man nor any aflembly of men however eminent in dignity and 
power, not even the whole body of the Catholic church, though affembled in 
general council, can, upon any ground or pretence whatfocver, weaken the 
bond of union between the fovereign and the people ; {till lefs can they abfolve 
or free the fubjeéts from their oath of allegiance. 

Proceeding to the third queftion, the faid Faculty.of Divinity (in perfect 
wonder that fuch a queftion fhould be propofed to her) moft pofitively and un- 
equivocally anfwers—That there is not, and there never has been, among the 
Catholics, or in the doétrines of the church of Rome, any law or principle 
which makes it lawful for Catholics to break their faith with Heretics, or 
others of a different perfuafion from themfelves in matters of religion, either 
in public or private concerns. 

The Faculty declares the doétrine of the Catholics to be, that the divine 
and natural law, which makes it a duty to keep faith and promifes, is the 
fame ; and is neither fhaken nor diminifhed, if thofe with whom the engage- 
meut is made, hold erroneous opinions in matters of religion, &c. &c. 

Signed in due form on the 18th of November, 1788. 


UNIVERSITY OF ALCALA. 


To the firft queftion it is anfwered---That none of the perfons meutioned in 
the propofed queftion, either individually, or colleétively in council affembled, 
have any right in civil matters; but that all civil power, jurifdiction and pre- 
emineuce are derived from inheritance, eleGtion, the confent of the people, and 
other fuch titles of that nature. 

To the fecond it is anfwered, in like manner---That none of the perfons 
above-mentioned have a power to abfolve the fubje€ts of his Britannic Ma- 
Jefty from their oaths of allegiance. 

To 
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To the third queftion it 1s anfwered---That the doétrine which would exempt 
Catholics from the obligation of keeping faith with Heretics, or with any 
other perfons who diffent from them in matters of religion, inftead of being 
an article of Catholic faith, is entirely repugnant to its tenets. 

Signed in the ufual form, March 17th, 1780. 


UNIVERSITY OF SALAMANCA. 


To the firft queftion it is anfwered---That neither pope, nor cardinals, nor 
any affembly or individual of the Catholic church, have, as fuch, any civil 
authority, power, jurifdiction or pre-eminence in the kingdom of England. 

To the fecond it is anfwered---That neither pope nor cardinals, nor any 
affembly or individual of the Catholic church, can, as fuch, abfolve the fub- 
jects of Great Britain from their oaths of allegiance, or difpenfe with its obli- 
gations. 

To the third it is anfwered---That it is no article of Catholic faith, with 
Heretics, or with perfons, of any other defcription, who diffent from them in 
matters of religion. 

Signed in the ufual form, March 7th, 1789. 


UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID. 


To the firft queftion it is anfwered---That neither pope, cardinals, or even 
a general council, have any civil authority, power, jurifdiction or pre-emi- 
nence, direétly or indireétly, in the kingdom of Great Britain ; or over any 
other kingdom or province in which they poffefs no temporal dominion. 

To the fecond it is anfwered---That neither pope nor cardinals, nor even 
a general council, can abfolve the fubjeéts of Great Britain from their oaths 
of allegiance, or difpenfe with their obligation. 

To the third it is anfwered---That the obligation of keeping faith is 
grounded on the law of nature, which binds all men equally, without refpeét 
to their religious opinions ; and with regard to Catholics, it is ftill more co- 
gent, as it is confirmed by the principles of their religion. 

Signed in the ufual form, February 17th, 1780. 
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No. XCIL. 
(Page 383.) 


September 13, 1792. 
At a meeting of the Sub-Committee of the Catholics, Ranpat M‘DonneE x1, 
Efgq. in the Chair. 

The Sub-Commnittee having feen, with great concern, a variety of publica- 
tions, cenfuring the circular letter lately iffued by them, faid to be figned by 
Edward Byrne, and erroneoufly ftated to be illegal and unconftitutional, have 
thought it their duty to fubmit that letter to the infpeétion of the Hon. Simon 
Butler, and Beresford Burfton, Efq. two gentlemen of the firft eminence in 
their profeffion, and who have the honor to be of his Majefty’s council. 

The cafe and opinions of thofe gentlemen, which follow, will demonftrate, 
that the committee have taken no ftep whatfoever, which the laws and confti- 
tution do not fully warrant. 


CASE. 


The Catholics of Ireland, labouring under laws, by which they are deprived 
of every fhare in the legiflature, rendered incapable of ferving their country 
in any office civil or military, and deprived of an equal participation with 
their fellow-fubjeéts of other perfuafions, in the benefit of the trial by jury, 
are defirous of laying their grievances before the King and Parliament, and 
fupplicating redrefs. 

As the moft effe€tual method of colleéting the fenfe of the Catholic body, 
and laying it before the king and parliament, a general committee from that 
body was formed, for the purpofe of making application to the legiflature, 
from time to time, on the fubjeét of their grievance, and praying that redrefs, 
to which their loyalty and attachment to their fovereign, and obedience to the 
laws, juftly entitled them. 

In the laft feffion of parliament, the general committee, as individuals, did, 
on behalf of themfelves and their brethren, prefent a petition to parliament, 
praying relief, which petition was, with circumftances of unprecedented feve- 
rity, rejected ; and as one of the many caufes of faid rejeétion, it was alleged, 
that the perfons whofe names were affixed to faid petition were a faétion, un- 

con- 
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connected with and incompetent to fpeak the fenfe of the Catholics of Ire- 
land. In order to obviate every fuch objection in future, the general com- 
mittee framed a plan, which is fent herewith, for the purpofe of procuring the 
attendance of fuch perfons from each county as were beft acquainted with the 
fentiments, and could beft declare the voice of the Catholics of Ireland, who 
fhould be by them deputed as delegates to the general committee, with in- 
ftructions to fupport the faid committee, as the voice of the Catholics, by 
whom they were deputed. ‘‘ That an humble reprefentation be made to their 
“ gracious fovereign, and to parliament, of the many fevere laws which op- 
“ prefs his majefty’s faithful fubjects, the Catholics of Ireland, although no 
“ caufe founded in wifdom or policy is affigned for their continuance, im- 
“ ploring it as effential to their protection, and to fecure an impartial diftri- 
“ bution of juftice in their favor, that they may be reftored to the elective 
“ franchife, and an equal participation in the benefits of the trial by jury.” 

Charges and infinuations of a very heavy nature have been thrown out, and 
menaces ufed by many bodies of men, and individuals, to prevent the carry- 
ing the above plan into execution, under a pretence that it is contrary to law, 
and that the meeting projected therein would be a popifh congrefs, formed 
for the purpofe of overawing the legiflature. 

The general committee, abhorring and utterly renouncing fuch imputa- 
tions, and defiring to regulate their conduét in {trict conformity to law, re- 
queft your opinion upon the following queries = 

1ft. Have his majefty’s fubjects of Ireland, profeffing the Roman Catholic 
religion, a right to petition his majefty and the legiflature for the redrefs of 
grievances, equally with Proteftants; and if not, wherein do they differ ? 

ad. If they have this right, may they lawfully chule delegates, for the pur- 
pofe of framing fuch petition, and prefenting the fame, in a peaceable and 
refpectful manner; and if they may not, by what law or ftatute are they for- 
bidden to do fo? 

3d. Is a meeting for the purpofe of chufing fuch delegates, an unlawful af- 
fembly ; and if not an unlawful affembly, has any magifirate or other perfon 
by or under pretence of the Riot A&, or any other, and what ftatute, a right 
to difperfe faid meeting ? 

Ath. What is the legal mode of prefenting petitions to the legiflature in. 
Ireland ; and is there any, and what ftatute upon that point in this country ? 


5th. Is the plan fent herewith agreeable to law ; if not, wherein is it con- 
trary 


206 APPENDIX. 


trary thereto, and to what penalties would perfons become fubje&, who fhould 
carry, or attempt to carry, the fame into effeét. 

Counfel will pleafe to ftate the authorities upon which he grounds his 
opinion. 


Anfwer to the 1{t queftion.—I am clearly and decidedly of opinion, that 
alland every his majefty’s fubjects of this kingdom, of every perfuafion, Ro- 
man Catholic as well as Proteftant, have an unalienable right to petition, in 
a peaceable manner, the king or either houfe of parliament, for redrefs of 
grievances, be thofe grievances real or imaginary.—-1/2 Black. Comm. p. 143. 

Anfwer to the 2d queftion.—I am clearly and decidedly of opinion, that 
Roman Catholics have, equally with Proteftants, a right to choofe delegates 
for the purpofe of framing fuch petition, and prefenting the fame in a peace- 
able and refpectful manner to the legiflature, and that they are not forbidden 
fo to do by any law or ftatute whatfoever. Delegation has always been con- 
fidered not only as the moft effectual mode of obtaining the general fenfe, 
but alfo as the beft fecurity again{ft tumult and difturbance. 

Anfwer to the 3d queftion.—I am alfp clearly and decidedly of opinion, 
that a peaceable meeting for the purpofe of choofing fuch delegates, is a 
lawful aflembly, and that no magiftrate or other perfon, by or under pretence 
of the riot a€t or any other ftatute, has a right to difperfe fuch meeting. 
The affembly which may be difperfed under the authority of the riot aét, 
muft be unlawful, riotous, tumultuous, and in difturbance of the public 
peace. The act is inoperative upon an affembly that is lawful; and I feel no 
difficulty in declaring my opinion, that an obitruction of the peaceable ex- 
ercife of an unalienable right of the fubjeét, is a mifdemeanor of the greateft 
magnitude, and that any Bait charged with the guilt thereof, be his rank 
or ftation what it may, is ya tos and, if four guilty by his country, 
liable to be fined and imprifoned; and I alfo feel no dittieulty in declaring my 
opinion, that publications charging the general committee with exciting in 
the inftance before us, unlawful aflemblies for feditious purpofes, are libels, 
and as fuch are indi¢table and actionable. 

Antwer to the 4th queftion.— By the Englith ftatute of the 1{t Wiliam and 
Mary, St. 2. Ch. II. commonly called the Bill of Rights, and whieh being a 
law declaratory of the rights of the fubjeét, is therefore of force in Ireland, 


it is declared, “ that all fubjeéts have a right to petition to the king, and 
“ that 
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“ that all commitments and profecutions for fuch petitioning are illegal.” 
Notwithftanding the Bill of Rights is general, and does not fpecify any regu- 
lations or reftri€tions, yet the court of King’s Bench in England, in the cafe 
of the King againfi Lord George Gordon (Douglafs, p. 571.), thought pro- 
per to deliver an opinion, that it did not repeal the Englith aét of the 13th 
Car. I. St. I. Ch. 5, which enaéted, “ that no petition to the king, or either 
“ houfe of parliament, for any alteration in the church or ftate, fhall be fign- 
ed by above twenty perfons, unlefs the matter thereof be approved by 
three jufiices of the peace, or the major part of the grand jury, in the 
country, and in London, by the lord mayor, aldermen, and common- 
council: nor dhall any petition be prefented by more than ten perfons at a 
time.” Under the above authority, therefore, the right of petitioning in 
England is fubject to the regulations and reftrictions laid upon it by that aét 
of Charles II. But as neither the aét of Charles, nor any one fimilar to it, 
is in force in Ireland, the right of the Irith fubjeéts to petition their legifla- 
ture is not fubjeé to any regulation or reftriétion whatioever, fave only that 
due care muft be taken, left, under the pretence of petitioning, the fubjeét 
be guilty of any riotor tumult. Iam therefore of opinion, that no particu- 
lar mode of prefenting petitions to the legiflature of Ireland is poimted out by 
any law or ftatute of force in this kingdom. It is to be obferved, that in the 
laft feffions of parliament, a great concourfe of people affembled in the, Park, 
framed a petition, and deputed a very large number of their body to prefent 
it to the Houfe of Lords ; the Lord Chancellor, in obferving upon the peti- 
tion, did not charge the petitioners with any illegality, either in affembling to 
frame, or in prefenting the petition, but on the contrary, his lordfhip was 
pleafed to commend them for the peaceable manner in which they deported 
themfelves. The fuccefs which attended the petition, is in the recolleétion of 
moft people. 

Anfwer to the 5th queftion.—I am alfo clearly and decidedly of opinion, 
that the plan is in every refpeét agreeable to law, and that perfons, peace- 
ably carrying, or attempting to carry the fame into effeét, would not thereby 
incur any penalty whatfoever. The plan is indeed unexceptionable; while it 
ferves effectually to obtain the general fenfe of the great Catholic body of 
Ireland, it provides every precaution again{t tumult and difturbance. 

September 3, 1792. SIMON BuT er. 
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I. His majefty’s fubjeéts of Ireland profeffing the Roman Catholic religion, 
have, in my opinion, a right to petition his majefty and the two houfes of 
parliament, or any of them, for the redrefs of grievances, equally with Pro- 
teftants. 

II. As they have this right, it follows, as I conceive, that, where the 
grievance complained of affeéts the whole body, they have alfo a right to 
colleét the fenfe of every individual of that body; but as the affembling 
them all for that purpofe would be inconvenient, imprudent, and perhaps 
dangerous, I think the fenfe of the whole body may be colleéted from a 
fmaller number, delegated by them for that purpofe, who may frame and 
prefent fuch petition; and I know of no principle of the common law, nor of 
any ftatute, by which they are forbidden to do fo, it being always fuppofed 
that thefe proceedings are carried on in a peaceable and refpeétful manner. 

III. Ido not apprehend that a number of Roman Catholics, meeting in a 
private, peaceable and quiet manner, for the fole purpofe of declaring their 
fenfe of the alleged grievances, and their defire of petitioning the legiflature 
for redrefs, and of chufing out of themfelves, one or more, to affift in fram- 
ing and prefenting fuch petition, can be confidered as an unlawful affembly ; 
and I do not think that any magiftrate, or other perfon, by or under pre- 
tence of the Riot AG, or any other act that I am acquainted with, would 
have a right to difperfe fuch meeting. 

IV. I do not know of any ftatute in this kingdom which regulates the 
mode of prefenting petitions to the legiflature of this kingdom ; the Englith 
fiatute of 13th Car. II. St. V. Ch. 2d. has not been enaéted here, that I 
know of; but the general law of the land requires that the petition fhould be 
prefented in the moft refpectful and peaceable manner. ‘The intended peti- 
tion, as I apprehend, fhould be entitled the petition of his majefty’s fubjeéts 
of Ireland profefling the Roman Catholic religion; and fhould be figned by 
a few of the Roman Catholics of each county and principal city in Ireland, 
on behalf of themfelves and their Roman Catholic brethren of that county 
orcity. According to the forms of parliament here, the petition mutt be pre- 
fented to each houfe, by a member of that houfe; in prefenting the petition 
to his majefty, which may be either to himfelf in perfon, or through the me- 
dium of the lord lieutenant, it would I think be prudent to follow the direc- 


tions of the Englith ftatute above-mentioned, and that not more than ten 
perfons fhould prefent it. 


Y. From 
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V. From what I have already faid, I muft be of opinion, that the plan 
fent herewith to me, is not contrary to law, and I cannot conceive that per- 
fons carrying, or attempting to carry it into effeét, peaceably and quietly, 
would become fubject to any penalties, 

I have grounded my opinion upon the conception I have formed of the 
law and conftitution of this kingdom, from that general refearch which my 
profeffion has led me to make into their principles; I have not therefore any 
anthorities to ftate. 

13¢h September, 1792. BeresForp Burston. 


No. XCIIL. 


Circular Letter addreffed to the Catholic Gentlemen of the Kingdom of 
Ireland, with a Plan for eleding Delegates. (P. 383.) 


SIR, 

THIS letter with the plan which accompanies it, is tranf- 
mitted to you, by order of the fub-committee. You will perceive that the 
obje& of this plan is to procure a fuller attendance of country gentlemen, to 
affift, by their advice and influence, the meafures adopted by the committee 
to procure for the Catholics the eleétive franchife, and an equal participation 
of the benefits of the trial by jury. You will pleafe to lofe no time in fub- 
mitting this to the refpeétable Catholics of your county. You will pleafe 
alfo to inform them, that feveral refpeétable independent country gentlemen, 
lately in Dublin, had frequent confultations, for the laudable purpofe of re- 
uniting to the committee Lord Fingal, and the other gentlemen who had 
withdrawn themfelves from it. Thefe country gentlemen had the fatisfaétion 
to find, that the general committee on one fide, and the gentlemen who had 
entered into feparate addreffes on the other, mutually regretted their divifion ; 
which they faw was ufed by the opponents of the Catholics, as a pretext for 
withholding from our people the elective franchife, and an equal participation 
of the benefits of the trial by jury. It is on all fides agreed, that if the Ca- 
tholics are all united in this juft and reafonable requeft, eflential to the very 
exiftence of our people, there will be a certainty of fuccefs; it depends then 
on ourfelyes whether we fhall be—freemen or flaves! We fay, effential to the 
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very exiftence of our people: for, as the rage for electioneering intereft in- 
creafes, our wealthy farmers muft either pay beyond the value for lands, or 
refign them to Proteftant freeholders when out of leafe; our poorer yeomanry 
will of courfe be expelled, and driven into beggary. Let us all then, fpeak 
with one voice, and fupplicate the legiflature for juftice, and we fhall receive 
it. 

Thefe independent country gentlemen have received from Lord Fingal, 
and the gentlemen who have a¢ted with him, the moft pofitive declarations, 
that they will never again enter into any act to oppofe the general committee 
in their endeavours to obtain the emancipation of the Catholics; and it is 
determined that all former differences in opinion fhall be buried in oblivion 
on both fides. 

The committee had decided to fend fome of their body, to propofe to the 
counties to appoint delegates to the committee, of whofe attendance there 
would be a ceertainty; and our chairman had aétually left Dublin, with in- 
tention to go through a great part of Ireland for this purpofe; the indepen- 
dent country gentlemen, as before mentioned, took up the fame idea them- 
felves, (before they knew the committee had determined upon it) and they, 
and Lord Fingal and his friends, all agreed in preffing fuch a meafure on the 
committee, as an additional caufe of re-uniting them to the body. 

Lord Fingal, his friends, and the country gentlemen before mentioned, 
feemed at firft inclined that the prefent committee fhould be diffolved ; an 
opinion, however, which further reflection on the various difficulties refulting 
from fuch a meafure, the doubts entertained of the competency in the com- 
mittee to diflolve itfelf, and the confideration that a diffolution muft necef- 
farily occur early in 1793, induced them to forego. 

The plan inclofed, fanétioned by the general committee, by thefe indepen- 
dent gentlemen, and by Lord Fingal, and his friends, is recommended to 
your zeal to have carried into immediate execution in your county. 

ham, Sir, 
Your moft humble fervant, 
Epwarp Byrye. 
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No. XCIV. 
DECLARATION. (P. 384.) 


WE the Catholics of the city of Dublin, have read with extreme concern, 
the refolutions of different bodies of our Proteftant fellow fubjeéts, in which 
they exprefs their difapprobation of the conduét of our committec, and their 
averfion to our claims of the ele¢tive franchife, and an equal participation of 
the trial by jury. But the addrefs of the corporation of this city to the 
Proteftants of Ireland, has filled us moft pecuharly with mortification and 
furprize ; as Irifhmen, we are aftonifhed and grieved, that the firft corporation 
of this kingdom fhould have put forth a publication, teeming with falfe prin- 
ciples of government, and falfe ftatements of hiftoric faéts ; as Catholics, we 
lament, that the fame body fhould have mifconceived and mif-ftated our con- 
duét and our objeéts. 

We have read of what is called the right of conqueft; it has alfo been 
called the right of robbery: but we do not imagine, that a doétrine fo fub- 
verfive of the peace and fettlement of fociety, and of the immutable rules of 
juftice, that a doétrine, which in its confequences fo completely warrants, 
and in its language fo wantonly provokes refiftance, would be made the foun- 
dation of the Protettant claims to the government of this country. We did 
not expect that a doctrine exploded im this ifland by the revolution of 1782, 
would be revived to our oppreffion. If conqueft and the nght of the fword 
could juftify the ftronger in retaining dominion, why did not Great Britain 
abdicate her legiflative fupremacy over Ireland? or why were we all, Protef- 
tants and Catholics, a€tuated as one man to refift fo legitimate an authority ? 
Is that monfirous and exploded principle {till to be retained for our peculiar 
fubjection, which was felt to be falfe by every honeft man, when applied to the 
fubjeétion of his native land ? 

Weare defired in that addrefs to “ reft contented with the moft perfect to- 
* leration of our religion, the fulleft fecurity of our property, and the moft 
“ complete perfonal liberty.” They are great and important blefiings, but 
they are not fecure to any man, who isa flave. They are held but by fuf- 
ferance, by thofe who are tried without their confent, and legiflated for with- 
out being reprefented. 

We agree with the corporation in the fpirit of one affertion, they ‘ know of 
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“* no power under Heaven authorized to alienate this their moft valuable in- 
“ heritance.” Let our claims be tried by the fame principle. The Catho- 
lics were the conftituents of the very parliament which deprived them of their 
franchife, and thereby did indeed “ alienate their moft valuable inheritance!” 
and though we have acquiefced under that unjuft deprivation for fixty-five 
years, and though we will continue to acquiefce, fo long as the ftatute ftands 
in its prefent form, we mutt ftill declare, as a political truth, that no elected 
and delegated legiflature has a right to disfranchife its electors and delega- 
tors, who never entrufted their power to that body for the purpofe of being 
made the inftrument of its own deftruction. And we further fay, that in 
our judgment, not even thofe electors could empower their reprefentatives to 
enflave us, their pofterity. 
We are likewife told by the corporation, that “ experience has taught 
“ them, that without the ruin of the Proteftant eftablithment, the Catholic 
“ cannot be allowed the fmalleft influence in the ftate.” The inclinations 
of our body are not to fubvert any eftablifhment in this country ; if they 
were, we are not component to fo abfurd a project: and no ftrength, that we 
might derive from the reftoration of our rights would enable us to effect it, 
while the King, the Houfe of Lords, the Infh Privy Council, the Englith 
Privy Council, and the Chancellors of both countries, are unalterably Pro- 
teftant. If by eftablifhment be meant religious eftablifhment, we muft fur- 
ther reply, that no experience has taught them fo; the Proteftant religion 
was dominant in this country long before our anceftors loft their elective 
franchife. Is it only fince the year 1727, that Proteftantifm has been the re- 
ligion of the ftate in Ireland? If by eftablifhment be meant the government 
of the country, it is equally ill founded; thaz is inftituted for the freedom and 
happinefs of the governed ; and yet this addrefs would imply, that procuring 
freedom and happinefs for three-fourths of this kingdom, would caufe the 
utter ruin of our government. A greater libel again{t the conftitution of 
Ireland was never uttered by its moft declared enemy. It is fufficiently ca- 
pacious to give liberty to every man; and the more its bafe is widened, and 
its bleffings diffufed, the more it will be fortified againft the efforts of time 
and defpotifm. Nor does experience warrant the affertion. Our lofs of the 
right of citizenfhip is comparatively modern; and the government of this 
country neither required nor gained any acceflion of ftrength by our flavery. 
That was effected in a time of profound tranquillity, after the uninterrupted 
loyalty 
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loyalty and peaceable demeanour of our anceftors had been experienced and 
acknowledged for thirty-fix years from the capitulation of Limerick. The 
caufes that induced this law are now almoft forgotten; but if tradition be to 
be believed, where hiftory 1s filent, it was enaéted to fatisfy court intrigue, not 
public fecurity ; to change the balance of power between Proteftant families 
in two or three counties of this kingdom, not to give any increafe of power 
to the Proteftants at large. 

It is fuggefted in that addrefs, that the Revolution was eftablithed in Ire- 
land by force, or as it is profanely called, by ‘“‘ an appeal to Heaven.” The 
Revolution in England, derived its glory and its ftability from this great 
truth, that it was founded on the people's will. Does the Revolution in Ire- 
land reft upon a different foundation? Is it fupported by a principle, which 
is the reverfe of that, which rendered the Revolution in England the admira- 
tion of the world? No! it is not fo; we muft all concur in calummniating 
that great event, that our anceftors may alfo be calumniated. The Revolu- 
tion in Ireland was not completed by the battles of the Boyne or Aughrim, 
but by the articles of Limerick. It was confented to by all, Proteftants and 
Catholics. The confent of the Catholics was obtained to a compact, as /o- 
lemnly ratified, and as fpeedily broken, as any in the records of hiftory. By 
that compact, the enjoyment of all their rights was ftipulated for to our an- 
ceftors, as a declaration of their confent. The reftoration of thofe rights was 
therefore conneéted with the Revolution fettlement of this kingdom. 

We are alfo told, that thofe laws were enacted to “ deprive the Roman Ca- 
“ tholics of political power, in confequence of the many and great efforts 
“made by them in fupport of their Popith King and French connexions.” 
When, where, or how were thofe many and great efforts made? [rom their 
number and their magnitude, thofe who fo confidently advance this affertion, 
cannot, we prefume, be at a lofs for an inftance; but we defy the malice of 
invention to produce one. Our forefathers never violated the articles of Li- 
merick. From the time that they confented to the Revolution in 169}, they 
never made any efforts either in fupport of a Popifh King, or French con- 
nexions, or of any other enemy to King William and his fucceffors. Had 
they even done fo, the fault had been theirs—why not the punifhment theirs 
alfo? Or, is it intended to be infinuated to fellow-fubjeéts who know our 
loyalty, that we are anxious to have this country “ governed by an arhi- 
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or that we do not defire to “ enjoy the bleffings of a free Proteftant govern- 
‘¢ ment, a Proteftant monarch limited by the conftitution (as fettled by the 
“ Revolution), and an intimate connexion with the free empire of Britain?” 
If we do, why is the law continued, aftey the reafon of enaéting has ceafed? 

We admit, that from the moment the Proteftant began to make concef- 
fions, the Roman Catholic began to extend his claims. ‘The firft kindnefs of 
our Proteftant brethren fhewed a returning fpirit of liberality and affeétion. 
Before that time we were not fo rafh as to raife our minds to the hopes of ci- 
tizenfhip. But we were never guilty of the deceit imputed to us, of de- 
claring that a little would fatisfy us, and when that little was granted, of 
claiming more. Our own attention, as well as that of our Proteftant fellow- 
fubjeéts, was directed to the moft immediate and moft pra¢ticable redrefs. 
We did not embarrafs the meafure by remote and extraneous confiderations, 
but we never did, either in word or thought, and we never will forego our 
hopes of emancipation. Yreemen would not believe us, if we faid that we 
fhould be induced by any comparatively fmall alleviation of our grievances, 
to confent to perpetual flavery. 

We lament that it is not true, “ that the laft feflion of parliament left us 
* in no wife different from our Proteftant fellow-fubjeéts, fave only in the 
‘“* exercife of political power.” That affertion is falfified by the heavy code 
of penal laws ftll in force again{t us, many of which infringe on that fecu- 
rity of property and that perfonal liberty, which it is alleged we poffefs. But 
it is not power, it is protection we folicit. It is not power, including in it 
the notion of /uperiority—it is the equal enjoyment of our rights that we 
claim. 

The Corporation tell us, that they will not be compelled by any authority 
whatever, “ to abandon that political fituation, which their forefathers won 
“ with their fwords, and which they have refolved with their lives and for- 
* tunes to maintain.” Are we the feditious men, that would overawe the 
legiflature and our fellow countrymen ? No; our views are peaceable, and 
neither infult nor oppreffion ihall make us forget our loyalty. But where- 
fore this untimely threat? It wears the appearance of firft urging us to de- 
{pair by an eternal profcription, and then of throwing down the gauntlet of 
civil war. We too have lives and fortunes, which we are ready to. devote to 
the fervice of our country, whenever real danger fhall require it; but we will 

never 
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never degrade that laft and moft folemn act of patriotifm into an idle menace 
and an infolent bravado. 

The great queftion of our emancipation is now afloat, we have néver 
fought to acquire it by force, and we hope for it now only from the wifdom 
of the legiflature, and affection of our Proteftant brethren. But, we here 
folemnly and publicly declare, that we never will through any change of time 
or circumftance, fave the actual reftoration of our rights, defift from the 
peaceable and lawful purfuit of the two great objects of our hopes—the right 
of eleGive franchife, and an equal fhare in the benefits of the trial by jury. 


‘ 


No. XCV. 
Petition of the Catholics of Ireland. (P. 388.) 
January 2, 1793. 

MR. BYRNE, Mr. Keogh, Mr. Devereux, Mr. Bellew, and Sir Thomas 
French, the gentlemen delegated by the Catholics of Ireland, attended the 
levee at St. James’s, and had the honor to prefent the humble petition of that 
body to his majefty, who was pleafed to receive it moft gracioufly. 

The delegates were introduced by the Right Honorable Henry Dundas, 
fecretary of {tate for the home department. 

The following is a correct copy of the petition : 

To the Kine’s Most Excettent Majsesry. 
The humble petition of the underfigned Catholics, on behalf of themfelves 
and the reft of his Catholic fubjeéts of the kingdom of Ireland. 

MosT GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 

WE your majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjects of your 
kingdom of Ireland, profeffing the Catholic religion, prefume to approach 
your majefty, who are the common father of all your people, and humbly to 
fubmit to your confideration the manifold incapacities and oppreflive difqua- 

.lifications under which we labour. 

For, may it pleafe your majefty, after a century of uninterrupted lovalty, 
in which time five foreign wars and two domeftic rebellions have occurred, 
after having taken every oath of allegiance and fidelity to vour majefty, and 
given, and being ftill ready to give, every pledge, which can be devited for 

their 
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their peaceable demeanour and unconditional fubmiffion to the laws, the 
Catholics of Ireland ftand obnoxious to along catalogue of ftatutes, inflié- 
ing on dutiful and meritorious fubjeéts pains and penalties of an extent and 
feverity, which fcarce any degree of delinquency can warrant, and prolonged 
to a period, when no neceffity can be alleged to juftify their continuance. 

In the firft place, we beg leave with all humility to reprefent to your ma- 
jefty, that notwithftanding the loweft departments in your majefty’s fleets and 
armies are largely fupplied by our numbers, and your revenue in this country 
to a great degree fupported by our contributions, we are difabled from ferv- 
ing your majefty in any office of truft and emolument whatfoever, civil or mi- 
litary—a profcription, which difregards capacity or merit, admits of nei- 
ther qualification nor degree, and refts as an univerfal ftigma of diftruft upon 
the whole body of your Catholic fubjeéts. 

We are interdiéted from all municipal ftations, and the franchife of all 
guilds and corporations; and our exclufion from the benefits annexed to 
thofe fituations is not an evil terminating in itfelf; for, by giving an advan- 
tage over us to thofe, in whom they are exclufively vefted, they eftablith 
throughout the kingdom a fpecies of qualified monopoly, uniformly ope- 
rating in our disfavour, contrary to the fpirit, and highly detrimental to the 
freedom of trade. 

We may not found nor endow any emery college, or fchool for the 
education of our children, and we are interdiéted from obtaining degrees in 
the univerfity of Dublin by the feveral charters and ftatutes now in force 
therein. 

We are totally prohibited from keeping or ufing weapons, for the defence 
of our houfes, families, or perfons, whereby we are expofed to the violence 
of burglary, robbery, and affaffination ; and to enforce this prohibition, con- 
travening that great original law of nature, which enjoins us to felf-defence, 
a variety of ftatutes exift, not lefs grievous and oppreflive in their provifions, 
than unjuft in their objeét; by one of which, enaéted fo lately as within thefe 
fixteen years, every of your majeity’s Catholic fubje&s, of whatever rank or 
degree, peer or peafant, is compellable by any magiftrate to come forward, 
and conviét himfelf of what may be thoughit a fingular offence in a country 
profeffing to be free—keeping arms for his defence ; or, if he thall refufe fo 
to do, may incur not only fine and imprifonment, but the vile and ignomi- 


nious punifliments of the pillory and whipping, paniotenes appropriated to 
the 


APPENDIEX. QF 


. 


the moft infamous malefa€tors, and more terrible to a liberal mind than 
death itfelf. 

No Catholic whatfoever, as we apprehend, lias his perfonal property {ceure. 
The law atlows and encourages the difobedient and unnatural child to con- 
form and deprive him of it: the unhappy father does not, even by the fur- 
vender of his all, purchafe his repofe ; he may be attacked by new bills, if 
his future induftry be fucceisful, and again be pluudered by duc proccts of 
law. 

We are excluded, or may be excluded from all petit juries, in civil 
actions, where one of the parties is a Proteftaut; and we are further excluded 
from all petit juries in trials by information or indictment founded on any 
of the Pupery laws, by which law we moft humbly fubmit to your majetfty, 
that your loyal fubjects, the Catholics of Ireland, are in this their uative 
land, in a worfe fituation than that of aliens, for they may demand an equi- 
table privilege denied to us, of having half their jury alicns like them{elves. 

We may not ferve on grand juries, unlefs, which it is fearcely poflible can 
ever happen, there fhould not be found a fufficiency of Proteftants to com- 
plete the pannel; contrary to that humane and equitable principle of the 
law, which fays, that no man fhall be convicted of any capital offence, unlefs 
by the concurring verdicts of two junes of his neighbours and equals ; 
whereby, and to tlis we humbly prefume more particularly to implore your 
royal attention, we are deprived of the great palladium of the conttitution, 
trial by our peers, independent of the manifeft injuttice of our property being 
taxed in affefiments by a body, from which we are formally excluded. 

We avoid a further cnumeration of inferior grievances; but may it pleafe 
your majeity, there remains one incapacity, which your loyal fubjects, the 
Catholics of Irelaud, feel with moft poignant anguith of mind, as being the 
badge of unmerited difgrace and ignominy, and the caufe and bitter aggra- 
vation of all our other calamities; we are deprived of the eleétive franchife, 
to the manifclt perverfion of the {pirit of the conftitution, inafmuch as your 
faithful fubjects are thereby taxed, where they arc not reprefented, aétually 
or virtually, and bound by laws, in the framing of which, they have no power 
to give, or with-hold their affent ; and we moft humbly implore your majefty 
to believe, that this our prime and heavy grievance is not an evil merely {pe- 
culative, but is attended with great diftrefs to all ranks, and in many in- 
ftances, with the total ruin and deftruétion of the lower orders of your ma- 
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jefty’s faithful and loyal fubjeéts the Catholics of Ireland; for may it pleafe 
your majefty, not to mention the infinite variety of advantages in point of 
proteétion and otherwife, which the enjoyment of the eleétive franchife gives 
to thofe who poffefs it, nor the confequent inconveniencies, to which thofe 
who are deprived thereof are lable; not to mention the difgrace to three- 
fourths of your loyal fubjeéts of Ireland, of living the only body of men in- 
capable of franchife, in a nation poffefling a free conftitution, it continually 
happens, and of neceffity from the malignant nature of the law muft happen, 
that multitudes of the Catholic tenantry in divers counties in this kingdom 
are, at the expiration of their leafes, expelled from their tenements and farms 
to make room for Proteitant freeholders, who, by their votes, may contribute 
to the weight and importance of their landlords; a circuinftance which renders 
the recurreuce of a general eleétion, that period which is the boaft and lau- 
dable triumph of our Proteftant brethren, a vifitation and heavy curfe to us, 
your majefty’s dutiful and loyal fubjets. And may it pleafe your majefty, 
this uncertainty of pofleffion to your majefty’s Catholic fubjects operates as a 
perpetual reftraint and difcouragement on induftry and the fpirit of cultiva- 
tion, whereby it happens, that this your majefty’s kingdom of Ireland, pof- 
fefling many and great natural advantages of foil and climate, fo as to be ex- 
ceeded therein by few, if any countries on the earth, is yet prevented from 
availing herfelf thereof fo fully as fhe otherwife might, to the furtherance of 
your miajetty’s honor, and the more effectual fupport of your fervice. 

And may it pleafe your majefty, the evil does not even reft here; for many 
of your majefty’s Catholic fubjects, to preferve their families from total de- 
firuction, fubmit to a nominal conformity againft their conviction and their 
confcience, aud preferring perjury to famine, take oaths which they utterly 
difbelieve ; a circumftance, which we doubt not will fhock your majefty’s well- 
known and exemplary piety, not lefs than the mifery which drives thofe un- 
happy wretches to fo defperate a meafure, muft diftrefs and wound your royal 
clemency and commiferation. 

And may it pleafe your majefty, though we might here reft our cafe on its 
own merits, juftice, and expediency, yet we further prefume humbly to fub- 
mit to your majefty, that the right of franchife was, with divers other rights, 
enjoyed by the Catholics of this kingdom, from the firft adoption of the 
Englifh conftitution by our forefathers, was fecured to at leaft a great part of 
our body by the treaty of Limerick, in 1691, guaranteed by your majefty’s 
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royal predeceflors, King William and Queen Mary, and finally confirmed 
and ratified by parliament; notwithftanding which, and in direét breach of 
the public faith of the nation thus folemnly pledged, for which our anceftors 
paid a valuable confideration, in the furrender of their arms, and a great part 
of this kingdom, and notwithftanding the moft {crupulous adherence, on our 
part, to thc terms of the faid treaty, and our unremitting loyalty from that 
day to the prefent, the faid right of elective franchife was finally and univer- 
fally taken away from the Catholics of Ireland, fo lately as the firft year of 
his majefty King George the Second. 

And when we thus prefume to fubmit this infraction of the treaty of Lime- 
rick to your majefty’s royal notice, it is not that we ourfelves confider it to 
be the ftrong part of our cafe; for though our rights were recognized, they 
were by no means created by that treaty; and we do with all humility con- 
ceive, that if no fuch event as the faid treaty had ever taken place, your ma- 
jefty’s Catholic fubjects, from their unvarying loyalty, and dutiful fubmiffion 
to the laws, and from the great fupport afforded by them to your majefty’s 
government in this country, as well in their perfonal fervice, in your majefty’s 
fleets and armies, as from the taxes and revenues levied on their property, 
are fully competent, and jufily entitled to participate and enjoy the bleffings 
of the conftitution of their country. , 

And now that we have with all humility fubmitted our grievances to your 
majefty, permit us, moft gracious fovereign, again to reprefent our finccre at- 
tachment to the conftitution, as eftablifhed in three eftates of king, lords, and 
commons; our uninterrupted loyalty, peaceable demeanour, and fubiniffion 
to the laws for one hundred years; and our detcrmination to perfeverc in 
the fame dutiful conduét, which has, under your majefty’s happy aufpices, 
procured us thofe relaxations of the penal fiatutes, which the wifdom of the 
legiflature has from time to time thought proper to grant; we humbly 
prefume to hope, that your majefty, in your paternal goodnefs and affection 
towards a numerous and opprefled body of your loyal fubjects, may be gra- 
cioufly pleafed to recommend to your parliament of Irelaud, to take into 
their confideration the whole of our fituation, our numbers, our merits, and 
our fufferings; and as we do not give place to any of your majefiy’s fubjedis 
in loyalty and attachment to your facred perfon, we cannot fupprefs our 
withes of being reftored to the rights and privileges of the conftitution of our 
country, and thereby becoming more worthy, as well as more capable of 
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rendering your majefty that fervice, which it is not lefs our duty than our in- 


clination to aftord. 


So may your majefty tranfinit to your lateft pofterity, a crown fecured by 
public advantage and public affection; and fo may your royal peifon be- 
come, if poffible, more dear to your grateful people. 


The above petition is figned by the delegates from the following counties, 
cities, and towns in the kingdom of Ireland. 


For ourfelces and the Roman Catholic James O’Gorman 


Prelaies and Clergy of Ireland. 


John Thomas Troy, D.D. Roman Ca- 


tholic Archbithop of Dublin. 


H. Moylan, D. D. Roman Catholic 


Bifhop of Cork. 


Nicholas Mahon 

Daniel O'Connell 

Francis Mac Mahon, jun. 
County and City of Cork. 

Wilham Coppinger 


For ourfelves and the Catholics of the - John Therry 


County of Antrim. 
Luke Teiling 
Oliver O’ Hara 
Bernard O’Neill 

County of Armagh. 
Theo. Mac Kenna 
Charles Whittington 
Owen O’Callaghan 


County of Carlow. 
Walter Fitzgerald 
Edward Butler William Finn 
Thomas Warren 


County of Cavan. 
Hugh O’Reily 
James Palles 
Edward Dowell 
Patrick Dowell 

County of Clare. 
Patrick O’Reilly 
Laurence Comyn 


Nicholas Francis Coppinger 
D. Rochfort 

Bryan Sheehy 

Edward Byrne 

Denis Thomas O’Brien 


County of Donnegal. 
Richard Dodd 
Daniel M‘Laughlin 
Andrew Mac Shane 


County of Down. 
Samuel Norris 
John O'Neill 
John Magenis 
Thomas Savage 
James Kenney 


County of Dublin. 
Patrick Thunder 
Baron Lawlefs 
Patrick Smyth 
Peter Farrell 
Thomas 


Thomas Segrave 
Henry Thunder 


County of Fermanagh. 

James Kieruan 
Philip Maguire 
Terence Maguire 
Richard Kiernan 

County of Galway. 
Chriftopher Dillon Bellew 
Chriftopher Bellew 
Thomas French 

County of Kerry. 
Thomas Huffey 
Matthew Moriarty 


County of Kildare. 
Thomas Fitzgerald, jun. 
Charles Aylmer 
John Efmonde 
Chriftoplier Nangle 
James Archbold 
Randle Mac Donnell 


County of Kilkenny. 
Edward Sheil 
Nicholas Devereux 

King’s County. 

Patrick Oliver Plunkett 
Francis Bennett 

County of Leitrim. 
Myles Keon 
Hugh O'Beirne 
Jolin Keogh 
Robert Dillon 

County of Limerick. 
Bryan Sheehy 
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R. Sheehy Keatinge 
Richard M‘Cornick 


County of Londonderry. 
Andrew Mac Shane 
Richard Dodd 


County of WVefimeath. 
James Count Nugent 
Chriftopher Nugent 
Bernard O'Reilly 
Edward Mac Evoy 
John Weldon 


County of Louth. ° 
Patrick Byrne 
Patrick Ruffell 

County of Mayo. 
James Jofeph Mac Donnell 
Edmund Dillon 
Andrew Crean Lynch 
Nicholas Fitzgerald 
Theodore Mahon 

County of Meath. 
James Nangle 
Bartholomew Barnwall 
Michael Johnfon 
Richard Barnewall 
Thomas Ryan, M. D. 


County of ALonaghan. 
Hugh Hamill 
James Carolan 
Bartholomew Clinton 
Daniel Reilly 
Queen's County. 
Morgan Kavanagh 
James Warren 
William 
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William Dunne 
Edward Byrne, jun. 

County of Rofcommon. 
John Fallon 
James Plunkett 
Owen O’Connor 

County of Sligo. 

Hugh Mac Dermot, M. D. 
J. Everard 
Patrick Mullarky 
John Mac Donogh 
Charles O’Connor 
James Aylward 

County of Tipperary. 
- Lawrence Smyth 
John Lalor 
Dennis O’ Meaghier 
Thomas Mahon 


County of Tyrone. 
Thomas Richard Geraghty 
Terence O’Neill 
Bernard Mac Mahon 
John Ball 
John Byrne 
John Fairfield 


County and City of Waterford. 
Patrick Power 
Bartholomew Rivers 
Richard Mac Kenna 
John Dillon 
Thomas Kirwan 

County of Wevford. 
James Edward Devereux 
Harvey Hay 
Edward Hay 
Edward Sweetman 


County of HW ichlow. 
Walter Byrne 
Thomas Fitz Simon 
Richard Doyle 
Patrick Kavanagh 
Peter Brady 


County of Wefimeath. 
Michael Dardis 
Lattin Fitzgerald 
John Walfh 
John Cormick 

Town of Carrickfergus. 
Chriftopher Teeling, M. D. 
Laurence Mac Dermott 


Town of Armagh. 

John Byrne 
Town of Innifkillen. 

Edward Madden 

Toun of Carlow. 
Thomas Warren 

Philliptown. 

Lewis Flannagan 
James Molloy 


Town of Dundalk. 
Thomas Magan 
Town of Trim. 
Jenatius Weldon 
Thomas Lynch 


Town of Werford. 
Edward Sutton 
William Kearney 
Michael Mac Carty 

City of Limerick. 
Francis Arthur 


Jafper White 
Luke 
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Luke Stritch 
George O’Halloran 
William Sweetman 
Charles Young 
Clonmell. 
Jolin Rivers 
Matthew James Plunkett 
Town of Galway. 

Henry Lynch 
Malacliy O'Connor 
Edmund Lynch Athy 
Martin F. Lynch 

Carrick on Shannon. 
James Fitz Simons 

Town of Caftlebar. 
WPLe'Favre 
Hugh Leonard 

Town of Shigo. 

John Dunn 

Town of Drogheda. 
James Bird 


Roger Hamill 
Gerald Dillon 

Town of Cafhel. 
Jeremiah Dwyer 


Town of Athlone. 
Simon Kelly 


Town and Lordfhip of Newry. 


Mark Dowlin 
James Reilly 
Charles Drumgoode 
Town of Ennifcorthy. 
Paul Houfton 
Philip Sullivan 


Ballyfhannon. 
Thomas Doran 
James Kelly 
Town of Carrick on Suir. 
John Donahoe 
City of Kilkenny. 
Con. Loughman 
John Shearman 
John Murphy 
Dungarcan, 
James Dixon 
Town of Athy. 
Jofeph Patrick Cahill 
G. Vitzgerald 
Town of Boyle. 
Jobn Mac Loghlin 
Navan. 
William James Mac: Neven 
Edward Geoghegan 
Town of Ballymahon. 
Denis Caffin 
Town of Belfaft. 
Richard Crofs 
Patrick Byrne 
Town of Athboy 
Thomas Bourke 
John O’Neil 
Town of Carrickmacrofs. 
Richard Browne 
Gregory Scurlog 
Loughrea. 
Hubert Thomas Dolphin 
Maryborough. 
Henry Jolinfton 


Ardee 
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Ardee. 
Patrick Byrne, W.S. Kindelan 
Town of Thurles. 
A. Thompfon 
Town of Naas. 
John Efmond 
Jofeph Byrne 
Town of Athenry. 
Anthony French ; 
Maryborough. 
John Ball, jun. 
Town of Rofcrea. 
John Duffy 
Town of Swords. 
Chriftopher Taylor 
City of Dublin. 
Richard Dillon 
Thomas Kennedy, 
Jonathan Lynch 
Thomas Glanan 
James Murphy 
John White 
Lewis Lyons 
Patrick Bean 
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Edward Lewines 1 
AL Waly, NUE 
Nicholas Elcock 
Simon Macguire 
William Hyland 
Patrick Marfh 
Thomas Reynolds 
Jolin Sweetman 
Michael Boylan 
James Conolly 
Thomas Braughall 
Charles Ryan 
John Ball 


. 


~ Thomas Mac Donnel 


Chriftopher Kelly 
Patrick Sweetman 
John Sutton 
John Comerford 
Patrick Grehan 
James Ferrall 
William Clark 
John Kearney 
Richard Walfh 

J. G. Kennedy 
John Andrews. 
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A Lift of all the Boroughs in Ireland, and their refpective Patrons. 
(Page 431.) 


Borovueus. “PATRONS. VoIcEs. 
Antrim, Lord Maffereene, g 
Belfaft, Lord Donegall, 2 
Randalftown, Right Hon. John O’Neil, 2 


Armagh 


Armagh, 
Charlemont, 
Carlow, 
Old Leighlin, 
Belturbet, 
Cavan, 
Ennis, 
Baltimore, 
Bandon Bridge 
Cafilemartyr, 
Charleville, 
Cloghnekilty, 
Doneraile, 
Kingfale, 
Mallow, 
Middleton, 
Rathcormuck, 
Youghal, 
Ballyfhannon, 
Donegall, 
Killybegs, 
Lifford, 
St. Johnitown, 
Bangor, 
Hillfborough, 
Killileagh, 
Newtown, 
Newcaiile, 
Ennifkillen, 
Athenry, 
Galway Town, 
Tuam, 
Ardfert, 
Dingle, 
Tralee, 
Athy, 

Mor. Al. 
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Primate, 

Lord Charlemont, 

William Burton, 

Bifhop of Leighlin, 

Lord Belmore, 

T. Nefbit and Theo. Clements, 


Sir L. O’Brien and Lord Conyngham, 


Sir J. Freke, 


Duke of Devonfhire and Mr. Bernard, 


Lord Shannon, 

Lord Cork, 

Lord Shannon, 

Lord Doneraile, 

Lord Clifford, 

Mr. Jephfon, 

Lord Middleton, 

Lord Riverfdale, 

Lord Shannon and Mr. Uniacke, 
Mr. Conolly, 

Lord Arran, 

Mr. Burton Conyngham, 
Lord Erne, : 
Lord Wicklow, 

Lord Bangor and Lord Carrick, 
Lord Hillfborough, 

Sir J. Blackwood, 

Lord Calledon, 

Mr. Latouche, 

Lord Ennifkillen, 

Mr. Blakeney, 

-——~— and Mr. Bowes Daly, 
Mr. Bingham, 

Lord Glandore, 

Mr. Townfend, 

Sir B. Denny, 

Duke of Leinfter, 


fae 


225 


Gowc Cleese go] ie eee aes eu vvoev lel! » & Sas 


Harriftown, 
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Harriftown, 
Kildare, 

Naas, 

Callan, 

St. Cannice, 
Iniftioge, 
Gowran, 
Kilkenny City, 
Knocktopher, 
Thomaftown, 
Banagher, 
Philipftown, 
Carrick, 
Jameftown 
Afkeyton, 
Kilmallock, 
Limerick City, 
Coleraine, 
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Mfr..J, Latouche: 

Duke of Leinfter, 

Lord Mayo, 

Lord Callan, - 
Bithop of Offory, 

Mr. Tighe, 

Lord Clifden, 

Earl Ormond and Lord Defart, 
Sir Hercules Langrifhe, 

Lord Chifden, 

Mr. Ponfonby, 

Lord Belvedere, 

Lord Leitrim, 

2 Mr. Kings, 

Lord Carrick and Mr. Maffey, 
Right Hon. Silver Oliver, 
Lord Perry and P. Smith, - 
Marquis Waterford and Mr. Jackfon, 


Newtown Limavady, Mr. Conolly, 


Granard, 
Lanefborough, 
Longford, 
Johnftown, 
Ardee, 
Carlingford, 
Dundalk, 
Dunleer, 
Caftlebar, 
Athboy, 
Duleek, 
Kells, 
Navan, 
Ratoath, 
Trim, 
Monaghan, 


Ballynakil, 


Mrs. M‘Cartney, 

Lord Clonbrock, 

Lord Longford, 

Lord Granard, 

2 Mr. Ruxtons, 

Mr. Moore, 

Lord Clanbraffil, 

Mr. Fofter and Mr. Coddington, 
Lord Lucan, 

Lord Darnley, 

Col. Bruen, 

Lord Beétive, 

Mr. Prefton and Lord Ludlow, 
Mr. Lowther, 

Lord Mornington, 

Lord Clermont, 

Marquis Drogheda, 


Maryborou 
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Maryborough, — Sir J. Parnel, 2 
Portarlington, Lord Portarlington, 2 
Boyle, - Lord Kingfton, 2 
Rofcommon, Mr. Sandford, 2 
Tulfk, Mrs. Walcot, 2 
Sligo, Owen Wynne, 2 
Cathel, Mr. Pennyfather, 2 
Clonmel, Lord Mountcafhel, 3 
Fethard, (Tipperary) Lord Lifmore and Mr. Barton, _— 
Augher, Marquis of Abercorn, — 
Clogher, Bifhop of Clogher, 2 
Dungannon, Lord Wells, 2 
Strabane, Marquis Abercorne, 2 
Lifmore, Duke of Devonfhire and Sir R. Mufgrave, = 
Tallagh Duke of Devonthire and Lord Shannon, _ 
Athlone, Mr. Handcock and Sir Richard St. George — 
Fore, Lord Weftmeath, 2, 
Kilbeggan, Mr. Lambert, 2 
Mullingar, Lord Granard, 2 
Bannow, Lord Loftus 2 
Clonmines, Ditto 2 
Ennifcorthy, Sir V. Colclough, 2 
Fethard, (Wexford) Lord Loftus, 2 
Gorey, Mr. SRan, *, 
New-Rofs, Mr. Tottenham and Mr. Leigh, = 
Taghmon, Mr. Hoare, 2 
Wexford Town, Lord Loftus and Mr. Nevil, = 
Baltinglafs, ~ Lord Aldborough, 2 
Bleffington, Marquis Down fhire, 2 
Carysfort, Lord Carysfort, 2 
Wicklow, Mr. Tighe, } 


The thirty-two counties and twelve following boroughs are omitted, as 
being popular, and therefore the property of no individual. 
Popular Boroughs. 
Carrickfergus, Drogheda, Londonderry, 
Cork City, Dublin City, Dungarvan, 
7¥2 Downpatrick, 
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Downpatrick, Dublin Univerfity, Waterford City, 
Newry, Swords, Lifburn, 

A clafs of power (according to the preceding catalogue) formed by the 
negatives that could be commanded into oppofition by thefe names. 

VoTEs. VoTEs. 

Burton Conyngham, 
Mr. Tighe, 
Duke of Devonfhire, 
Mr. Conolly, 
Marquis Waterford, 


Lord Shannon, 
Lord Loftus, 
Duke of Leinfter, 
Lord Hillfborough, 
Lord Granard, 
Lord Clifden, 
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- No. XCVII. 


A Bill for Amending and Improving the State of the Reprefentation of the 
People in Parliament. (P. 452.) 


WHEREAS the ftate of the reprefentation of the people in parliament is 
greatly defetive, and it would tend much to proteét the liberty of the fub- 
ject, and to preferve our excellent conftitution, if the people of this realm 
were more fairly and equally reprefented in parliament. 

Be it enacted, by the king’s moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice 
and confeut of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons in this prefent 
parliament affembled, and by the authority of the fame, that from, and after 
the expiration or diffolution of this prefent parliament, the number of knights 
to be eleéted and returned to reprefent each county within this kingdom in 
any future parliament to be hereafter holden and kept within this realm, be 
three inftead of two knights, as heretofore ufed and accuftomed, and for that 
end and purpofe the freeholders in each and every county within this king- 
dom, (who have by law a right to vote for members to ferve in parliament, 
and none other) are hereby authorized, empowered, and required, at every 
general eleétion, to be hereafter holden for members to ferve in parliament, 
to chufe or eleét three perfons to ferve as knights or reprefentatives in parlia- 
ment for faid county, which faid three perfons fo eleéted hall be duly returned 
as knights or members to ferve in parliament for the county; and the faid 

knights 
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knights or members fo eleéted and returned, fhall from henceforth have, pof-. 
fefs, and enjoy all the rights, powers, authorities and privileges, which are 
poffeffed and enjoyed by the knights, who now fit in parliament. within this 
realm. 

And be it enaéted, by the authority aforefaid, that from and after the expira- 
tion or diffolution of this prefent parliament, the number of citizens to be elected 
and returned to reprefent the city of Dublin in parliament fhall be three; and 
that the number of citizens to be elected and returned to reprefent the city of 
Cork in parliament, fhall be three ; and for that end and purpofe, the freemen 
and freeholders of the city of Dublin, who are by law entitled to vote for mem- 
bers to ferve in parliament, and none other, are hereby authorized, empow- 
ered, and required, at every general election to be hereafter holden for mem- 
bers to ferve in parliament for the faid city, from and after the period afore- 
faid, to chufe.and eleét three perfons to ferve as citizens or reprefentatives in 
parliament for the faid city of Dublin; and the freemen and freeholders of 
the faid city of Cork, are hereby authorized and required, at every general 
election to be hereafter holden for members to ferve in parliament for the faid 
city, to chufe and eleét three perfons to be citizens or reprefentatives in par- 
lament for the city of Cork; and the faid three perfons fo chofen and eleéted. 
as members for the faid city of Dublin, thall be duly returned as members to 
ferve in parliament for the faid city; and perfons fo chofen and ele@ed for the 
faid city of Cork, thall be only returned as members to ferve in parliament for 
the faid city; and all the faid feveral citizens fo eleéted and returned to ferve 
in parliament, fhall from thencetorth have, poffefs, and enjoy, all the rights, 
powers, authorities, and privileges which are now poffeffed and enjoyed by: 
any citizen or citizens already eleéted and returned to fit in parliament. 

Provided always, that nothing herein contained fhall be deemed or taken 
to give to any city or town within this kingdom, which now is, or hereafter 
fhall be made a county of a c.ty, or a county of a town, a right or power of 
its fo being a county of a city or a county of atown, to chufe and cleé more 
than two members to ferve in parliament for fuch city or town, it being the 
intent and meaning of this aét, to give and grant the faid power of eleéling 
aud returning three members to ferve in parligment to each of the thirty-two 
counties into which this kingdom is now divided, and to the cities of Dublin 
and Cork, and to no other counties, cities, or towns whatfoever. 

And be it hereby further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that when in 


any. 
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any future parliament, to be hereafter holden and kept within this realm, any 
vacancy fhall happen to arife during the continuance of the faid parliament, 
by the death or expulfion of all, or any of the faid perfons fo returned to ferve 
in parliament for any of the faid counties, or for either of the faid cities of 
Dublin or Cork, or in cafe all or any of the faid perfons fo returned, fhall be 
afterwards declared and adjudged not duly elected, purfuant to the laws now 
in force in this kingdom, for the trial of petitions or controverted ele¢tions ; 
or in cafe that from any other caufe whatfoever, the feat or feats in parlia- 
ment of all or any of the faid three perfons fo elected and returned, fhall 
become vacant, in every fuch cafe, a new writ or new writs fhall iffue to the 
returning officer of the faid county or counties, and of the faid city or cities 
re{petively, for the purpofe of ele€iing and returning one or more perfon or 
perfons, (as the cafe may require) in the room or ftead of him or them, whofe 
feat or feats have fo become vacant, in the fame manner as writs now iflue 
to fupply the vacancy of any feat or feats in parliament, and thereupon the 
freeholders of faid city or cities, who by law are authorized to vote for mem- 
bers to ferve in parliament, fhall refpectively proceed to choofe and elect one 
or more perfon or perfons, (as the writ fhall direct) to reprefent the faid county 
or city in parliament, in the ftead or room of fuch perfon or perfons, whofe 
feats have become vacant as aforefaid ; and faid perfon or perfons fo chofen 
and elected, {hall be duly returned as a member or members to ferve in parlia- 
ment for faid county or city, and fo on from time to time as any vacancy fhall 
happen to arife during the continuance of the faid parliament. 

And whereas, enlarging the diftricts of the feveral cities and borough towns 
within this kingdom, would tend to render their elections of citizens and bur- 
geffes to ferve in parliament, much more free and independent ; 

Be it enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that from and after the expiration 
or diffolution of this prefent parliament, the limits or precincts of every city, 
borough, town, or manor, having a right to fend members to parliament, 
fhall, for the purpofes of this act, only extend, and be deemed and taken to 
extend to a fpace or diftance of four miles from the faid city, borough, town, 
and manor, which {pace or diftance is to be meafured by a line to be drawn 
from fome one place within the faid city, borough, town, or manor, as near the 
center of the prefent fcite of the faid city, borough, town, or manor, as con- 
veniently as may be done, and to extend in every direction to a diftance of 
four miles from the faid place, and no further, fo as thereby to make the cir- 
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cuit of the diftrict round the city, borough, town, or manor, equal to twenty- 
four miles in circumference, or thereabouts, and which {pace contained within 
the faid circuit fhall be for the purpofes of this act deemed and taken as the 
diftrict of the city, borough, town, or manor. 

Provided always, that where any city, borough, town, or manor, having a 
right to fend members to ferve in parliament, fhall be fo fituate, as that a line 
of four miles cannot conveniently be drawn or meafured in the manner herein 
before directed, by reafon of the vicinity of fome other city, borough, town, 
or manor, having alfo a right to fend members to ferve in parliament, or by 
reafon of the proximity of the fea, then and in every fuch cafe, a certain diftrict 
fhall be meafured from the moft central place within the faid city, borough, 
town, or manor, in fuch direction as can be beft and moft conveniently done, 
and which fhall be equal, or as nearly as may be to a {pace contained within 

-a circumference of twenty-four miles, and which fpace fhall be marked out 
and allotted as and for the diftriét of the faid city, borough, town, or manor, 
fituate as aforefaid, fo as in all cafes to give to every city, borough, town, or 
manor, having a right to fend members to parliament, a diftri€l thereto apper- 
taining equal to twenty-four miles in circumference. 

And for the better afcertaining the limits and boundaries of the feveral 
diftriéts aforefaid, and in order to prevent all controverfy relative thereto ; 

Be it enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that frem and after the paffing of 
this act, the fpeaker of the Houfe of Commons fhiall iffue his order or warrant 
to the fheriffs of the feveral counties in this kmgdom, commanding the faid 
fheriffs to trace and mark out boundaries of the feveral diftri¢éts, which are to 
be allotted to each city, borough, town, or manor, lying within the faid 
county, purfuant to the true intent and meaning of this act; and the faid 
fheriffs fhall, within three months after the receipt of the faid order or war- 
rant, fix and afcertain the boundaries of the diftri€t appertaining unto every 
fuch city, borough, town, or manor, lying within the faid county, according 
to the directions in this aét contained ; and the faid fheriff, for the faid pur- 
pofe, dhall fummon and impanel a jury of twelve frecholders of ten pounds 
freehold, lying within the faid county, but not in the barony, in which the 
faid city, borough, town, or manor lies, which faid jury fhall perambulate the 
faid boundaries, together with the faid fheriff, and allot the faid feveral 
diftriéts by metes and bounds; for which end and purpofe, the faid dheriffs 
fhall employ one or more fkilful furveyors to attend upon the faid jury and 

mark 
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mark out-the feveral diftriéts as aforefaid ; and after the faid jury fhall have 
allotted and marked out the faid diftri€t by plain and diftin€& metes and 
bounds in the manner directed by this act, the faid fheriff thall make a return 
of the allotment of the faid feveral diftricts, {pecifying therein the exact metes 
and bounds as afcertained by the faid jury, and lodge the fame with the clerk 
of the Crown and Hanaper, on or before the twenty-fifth day of December 
next. 

And to the end that a'full jury of freeholders may be had for the purpofe 
aforefaid, the fheriff of the county {hall iffue his fummons to twenty-four 
freeholders, of ten pounds freehold at the leaft, within the faid county, (out of 
which twelve fhall be ftruck by the faid fheriff), commanding them to attend 
him at the time and place therein mentioned, (giving fourteen days notice 
thereof), for the purpofe of allotting the diftrict as aforefaid, and therein {pe- 
cifying the name of the city, borough, town, or manor, whofe difirict is to be 
allotted. 

Provided always, that each jury fo impanelled, fhall afcertain and allot the 
diftrict of one fuch city, borough, town, or manor, and no more; and if any 
of the freeholders fhall neglect to attend on the faid fummons without reafon- 
able caufe of excufe, to be allowed by the faid theriff, he is hereby authorized 
to impofe on the faid perfon fo abfenting himfelf, a fine of twenty pounds, 
which faid fine fhall be returned and certified into his majefty’s court of 
exchequer, and thereupon procefs fhall iffue for the levying thereof as isufual 
in cafes of fines due to his majefty. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that each of the faid 
twelve freeholders fo impanelled as a jury, fhall take the oath following, which 
the faid fheriff is hereby empowered to adminifter. 

“ T, A. B. do folemmly fwear that I will, to the beft of my {kill and judg- 
ment, without favor or partiality to any perfon whatfoever, mark out and 
‘ allot the diftrict for the city or town of (here naming the city, 
town, or manor) purfuant to the act, in that cafe made and provided.” 
And to the end that a proper fund may be provided for the expences at- 
tending the marking out the diftri¢ts aforefaid : 

Be it hereby enaéted, that the theriff fhall return to the grand jury of the 
faid county, an exact eftimate of the expences attending the marking out and 
allotting the faid diftriét, allowing to every juror attending thereupon, the 
fum of one pound per day, and to the furveyor or furveyors fuch fum as the 
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theriff fhall think fit, not exceeding the fum of for which faid fums 
the grand jury of the faid county is authorifed and required to make a pre- 
fentment,. to be levied in the fame manner as all other prefentments of grand 
juries are raifed and levied. 

Be it further enacted, that when the diftrié of the faid city, town, borough, 
or manor, fhall be fo allotted and marked out as aforefaid, every freeholder 
who thall be feifed of a freehold of ten pounds value within the faid diftriét, 
fhall have a right to vote for members to ferve in parliament for the faid city, 
borough, town, or manor, any former ufage to the contrary notwithftand- 
ing; provided always, that the faid perfon. fo claiming a right to vote at the 
faid election, thall have been feifed of his freehold one whole year, before the 
tefie of the writ which iffued for holding the faid election, and fhall have 
regitiered his freehold fix months before the tefte of the faid writ, purfuant to 


the act made in the year of his prefent maiefty for the due regiftering of | 


freeholds. 

And to the end that no partial allotments of faid diftricts may be made: 

Be it further enaéted, that in cafe any three or more freeholders of ter 
pounds freehold, lymg within the faid diftri€t, fhall conceive themfelves 
agerieved by the allotment of the faid diftriét in manner aforefaid, it fhall be 
Jawtul for the faid freeholders to prefent a petition to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, complaining of the faid allotment, thereby fetting forth the grounds of 
the faid complaint, and the merits of the faid petition fhall be referred to the 
determination of a committee of fifteen members of the Houfe of Commons, 
to be chofen by ballot, and ftruck in the fame manner, and fubjeét to the fame: 
rules as committees are now chofen for the trial of petitions upon contro- 
verted eleétions; and the faid committee fo chofen fhall have full power and 
authority to fummon all perfons before them, and to examine witnefs upon 
oath as to matters thereby referred unto them; and the members of the faid: 
committee, as foon-as they thall have been chofen as aforefaid, fhall, at the 
table of the Houfe of Commons, take the oath following: 


“ 1, A.B. do folemnly fwear that I will fairly and impartially try the merits - 


“ of the petition now to be reterred, according to the beft of my fkill and 
“ judgment. Solelp me God.” 
And be it further enacted, that the faid committee fhall forthwith proceed 
to examine into the merits of the faid petition, and shall either annul or con- 
Vou. If. TG firm 
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firm the faid allotinent of the faid diftri€t as to them fhall feem juft; which 
judgment of the faid committee fhall be final and conclufive. 

Provided always, that the faid committee fhall have all the powers and 
authorities as to the trial of the faid petition, and their proceedings fhall in all 
cafes be governed by the fame rules and regulations as are prefcribed by the 
laws now in force for the trial of petitions upon controverted eleétions. 

And in cafe the faid committee fhall annul and make void the faid allotment 
of the diftn@ aforefaid, then a new allotment fhall be made of faid diftriG in 
the manner herein before prefcribed, for which purpofe the fpeaker of the 
Houfe of Commons fhalliffue his order or warrant as aforefaid to the fheriff of 
faid county, who fhall proceed to make a new allotment of the diftriét as before 
prefcribed. 

Be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, that from and after the 

of no perfon who fhall be eleéted and admitted to the freedom 
of any corporation in any city or town corporate, fhall, by virtue of fuch elec- 
tion and admiffion, have a right to vote for members to ferve in parliament for 
the faid city or town corporate, unlefs the faid perfon ihall have been feifed of 
a freehold tenement of the value of five pounds by the year within the faid 
city or town corporate, upon which he or his family fhall have refided for one 
whole year before the time of fuch eleétion and admifiion. 

Provided always, that nothing herein contained fhall extend to any perfon 
or perfons who is or are admitted, or who have a right to their freedom by 
reafon of birth, marriage, or fervice to any trade or calling, but all fuch rights 
fhall remain in full force as if this aét had not been made. 

Beit further enaéted, that every freeman or freeholder voting for a mem- 
ber to ferve in parliament for the faid city, borough, town, or manor, fhall 
(af required by any other perfon having a right to vote at faid election) take 
the oath following: ; 
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Be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that each and all the inha- 
bitant or inhabitants of every city, borough, or town corporate, having a right 
to fend members to ferve in parliament, who refide within. the precincts or 
diftrict of the faid city, borough, or town corporate, as preferibed by this act, 
and who fhall have exercifed any of the following trades or callings for five 
years within the diftricts aforefaid, fhall, from and after the day of 
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have a right to vote and be admitted to vote at the election of any reprefen- 
tative or reprefentatives to be chofen to reprefent faid city, borough, or towns 
corporate, in parliament. 

And be it further enaéted, that every perfon who fhall be returned as a 
member to ferve in parliament from and after the day of 
fhall, before he be admitted to his feat in parliament, take the oath following: 

* T do folemnly fwear, that I have not dire¢tly or indireétly, procured my 
election and return to parliament by the means of any fum or {ums of mo- 
“ ney whatfoever, or by any promife of any pecuniary reward whatfoever, 
“ and that I have not authorifed any perfon whiatfoever, for procuring me 
“* to be eleéted and returned a member to ferve in parliament, and that if any 
** fuch promife hath been made on my behalf, I will not ratify or make good 
*¢ the fame. “* So help me God.” 

Provided always, that nothing in this aét contained, fhall extend or in any 
wife be deemed or taken to extend to the cities of Waterford, Kilkenny, 
Limerick, Londonderry, and town of but that all 
their rights, franchifes and privileges, limits and precinéts, fhall remain and 
continue as if this act had not been made. 


No. XCVIII. 
cildare Refolutions againft the Defenders. (P. 537.) 


AT a meeting of the county Kildare, held at Naas, the 24th July, 1795, 
in purfuance of public notice, 


The Hieu SHerirrF in the Chair. 

WHEREAS, on Monday the 13th inftant, as Sir Fenton Aylmer, Bart. 
high theriffof the faid county, attended by Wogan Browne, Michael Aylmer, 
and Thomas Ryan, Efqrs. juttices of the peace of the faid county, was con- 
ducting two perfons charged with having committed high treaion, by admi- 
nifteriug an oath to be true to the French; and with them, feveral other 
prifoners, from Kilcock to his majefty’s gaol of Naas, an armed mob, con- 
fitting of feveral hundreds, affembled in the neighbourhood, for the purpofe 
of refcuing the faid prifoners ; and although intimidated from attempting the 
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intended refcue, did, (while the faid theriff and magiftrates were efcorting the 
prifoners) adminifter unlawful oaths to many of the inhabitants of the faid 
county, and did plunder feveral houfes of arms and ammunition, and did 
publicly declare vengeance againft the faid thenff and magiftrates, which 
threat they afterwards endeavoured to carry into execution againft Thomas 
Ryan, Efq. one of the faid magiftrates, on the evening of the faid day, three 
evera! parties having lain in wait at three different parts of the road by 
which the faid Ryan was to return home, in order to afiaffinate him, and each 
party having fired feveral ihots at him, whereby he was feverely wounded in 
the head. : ; 

Now, we, the magiftrates, gentlemen, freeholders and inhabitants of faid 
county, do hereby offer a reward of 300/. to any one whi fhall difcover the 
perfon that fired the faid fhot, whereby the faid Ryan was wounded, and the 
fum of 50/. for each and every of the perfons who lay im wait for the above 
mentioned infernal purpofe, and fired a thot at the faid Ryan, fo as that he, 
fhe, or they fhall be convicted of the fame within nine months. And we do 
hereby promife a reward of 30/. to every perfon who thall difcover to any of 
the fubfcribing magiftrates, the names of any of the perfons who have admi- 
niftered, or fhall adminifter any unlawful oath within this county, or who 
have taken, or fhall forcibly take any arms, or attack or fire into any houfe, 
provided the perfon fo difcovered fhall be conviéted of faid offence, within 
the time aforefaid; and alfo, an ample and adequate reward to any perfon 
who fhall give information to any of the magifirates aforefaid, of any meet- 
ings of Defenders intended to be held, or of any other matter or thing, which 
fhall be deemed deferving of reward by the committee hereby appointed, and 
we promife that the names of fuch perfons fhall not be made known. 

And we liereby return our thanks to the parochial clergy of this county, 
for the zeal which they have already fhewn in deteéting and expofing the fallacy 
of the contrary doétrine, and we entreat a continuation of their exertions in the 
fame ufeful purpofe. And in order to defray the faid expences, we promife to 
pay the fums annexed to our names, as we fhall be called upon for the fame, 
and we appoint the juftices of the peace of the faid county, to be a committee 
to receive fubferiptions, to difpofe of the money fubferibed in promoting the 
purpofes of this meeting, and to apply to all perfons poffetied of property in the 
county, fer their affiftance and contribution, and that ten per cent. be paid 
aown. 


And 
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And we do hereby appoint the following magiftrates—Sir Fenton Aylmer, 
Bart. John Wolfe, Wogan Browne, Arthur Burdett, Michael Aylmer, Theo- 
bald Wolfe, John Montgomery and Thomas Ryan, Efqrs. to be a comimittec, 
to judge of the propriety of claims, and to pay rewards, any three of them 
acting together, to be empowered to draw on Meitrs. inlay and Co. at whofe 
houfe the amount of the feveral fubfcriptions is to be depofited. 

And as it appears to us, that the introduction of that execrable f{pirit of 
outrage, (which has difgraccd fo great a portion of this kingdom) into our 
hitherto peaceable and happy county, and whicli by promifes which cannot 
be effected, and fyftems which cannot be realized, has deluded many honeft, 
and otherwife well-difpofed perfons, muft be promoted and extended by ex- 
ertions on the part of the enemies of our country ; 

And as the avowed object of the perfons then conducting to prifon, and 
who appear to be leaders of the Defenders, is to fupport and unite with the 
enemies of our king and country, we think it neceflary for us to declare our 
determincd refolution, at all times, and at every perfonal ritk, and by every 
influence and power of property, to maintain our king, our conftitution, and 
our laws, againft any attack whatever ; that we will give effectual protection, 
which the military aid afforded us by government enables us to promie to all 
perfons who may be in danger from their oppofition to, and exertions againft 
the faid perfons {tiled Defenders; and that we will ufe our bett endeavors to 
procure the compenfation which the grand juries are authorized to make by 
prefentment, for all injuries fuftained by them in their property or perfons. 

And that if any perfon fhall, notwithftanding (without obvious neceflity) 
fubmit to any of the illegal requifitions of the faid Defenders, or fhall with- 
hold any material information from the magiftracy, we do hereby declare 
our determination by every means in our power to fhew our difapprobation 
of fuch conduct. That we will in private life confidcr the exertions of indi- 
viduals as entitled to our warmett thanks, and the fupinencfs of any gentle- 
man or man of property, as deferving (under thefe circumftances) of a lofs 
of private efteem and public charaéter. We ufe this opportunity to recom- 
mend to our countrymen, dependents or not, fworn or unfworn, to enquire, 
without taking our word, from their paftors or well-informed friends, whe- 
ther an oath to do an unlawful aét, taken voluntarily or by compulfion, be 
binding or not; we declaring upon our conviction, and upon our honors that 


itis not binding on any man, and that however he may have offended againft 
his 
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his religion by the indiferetion of his oath, his guilt would be increafed by 
keeping it; and in order that all perfons may be apprized of the laws, touch- 
ing the faid unlawful proceedings, we recommend it to the committee to pro- 
cure printed extraéts of the fame, to be difperfed throughout the county. 

That the thanks of this county are due to Sir Fenton Aylmer, Bart. our 
worthy high fheriff; and to the Reverend John Walfh, Wogan Browne, 
Michael Aylmer, and Thomas Ryan, Efqrs. who affifted the faid fheriff, in 
repelling the attack made upon the peace of this county, by thofe mifcreants, 
called Defenders! That thofe our refolutions be publifhed in the public pa- 
pers. That thethanks of this county be given to Captain Burke, of the 
North Mayo militia, for his very zealous and fpirited conduét, in apprehend- 
ing O'Connor, and four other perfons, now in cuftody. 

The high fheriff having quitted the chair, and Lord Mayo being called 
thereto, the thanks of the county were given to Sir Fenton Aylmer, Bart. 
for his proper conduct in the chair, and in his having fo fpeedily convened 
the county. 


SUBSCRIBERS. . 

ne L. Go 
Leinfter 200 0 O James Spencer 100 0 O 
Mayo TCO" "OmeO John Tyrrell 100 0 O 
Harberton 100 0 O John Digby 100 0 O 
Fenton Aylmer 100 0 O- C. Nangle 100 0 O 
John Hort 100 0 O Thomas Burgh 50 O O 
M. B.S. L. Keating, Efgz.100 0 O Robert Latouche 50 O O 
John Wolfe 100 0 O John Latouche 50 0 O 
Sim. Digby 100 0 0 - John Montgomery 50 O O 
Arthur Burdett 100) "FO John Taylor 50 O O 
R. Finlay 160 0 0 —DPWrORGlly 50 O O 
Wogan Browne 100 0 O Thomas Tickell 50 0 O 
Michael Aylmer 100 0 0 &. Fitzgerald 50 0 O 
Theobald Wolfe 100 O O Robert Bayley 50 0 °@ 
Ambrofe Farrel 100 0 O Eyre Powell, Efq. 50 O O 
John Latouche 100 0 0 Thomas Fitzgerald 50 0 O 
Edward Hendrick 100 O O Charles Palmer 50 0 O 
M. D. Cramer 100 OC O John Efmond 50 0 O 
R. Griffith i00 0 0 _ Richard Deafe 50 0 © 
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Walter Dowdall 50 0 O Henry Stammer 22.15. 
Charles Aylmer 50 0 O Thomas Tyrrell 22 15 O 
Thos. Js. Rawfon 50 0 O Samuel Yeates 2215 O 
R. Bookey 34 we6 John Toole 1 ny 6 
Rev. Dean Keatinge 22.15% 0 Rev. James Slater Bl JZoubd 
Rev. J. Cramer 2215 0 Rev. K. Burrowes 11 7 6 
Rev. J. Walth, reGtor of Richard Evans bl Zu 

Kilcock 22 15 O William Euftace 1l 7 § 
J. M‘Mahon 22.15 J. Hill Farange sl wae of 
James Efmond 2215 0  H. Eyre Lindey Wis Gea 
Robert Aylmer 2215 QO George Chapman 1 fe 6 
John Fitzgerald 2915.0 Edward Read eS ae 
John Fith 22 15 O C. Vierpyl mm 2 6 
Samuel Mills 2215 0 Jofeph Atkinfon 1 Viizn. of 
Robert Montgomery 2215 O Leonard Phepoe ld 7) 46 
James Huffey 2215 0 #£=M. Donnellan 11.7.6 
William Wolfe 22 15 O J. Walth sg % 

No. XCIX. 


Lord Vifcount Gosford’s Addrefs to the Grand Jury of Armagh. (Page 554.) 


GENTLEMEN, | 
HAVING requefted your attendance here this day, it be- 
comes my duty to ftate the grounds, upon which I thought it advifeable to 
propote this meeting, and at the fame time to fubmit to your confideration a 
plan which occurs to me as moft likely to check the enormities that have al- 
ready brought difgrace upon this county, and may foon reduce it into deep 
diftrefs. It is no fecret, that a perfecution, accompanied with all the circum- 
fiances of ferocious cruelty, which have in all ages diftinguifhed that dreadful 
calamity, is now raging in this county. Neither age nor fex, or even acknow- 
ledged innocence as to any guilt in the late difturbances, is fufficient to ex- 

cite mercy, much lefs to afford protection. 
The only crime which the wretched objeéts of this ruthlefs perfecution are 
charged with, is a crime, indeed, of eafy proof ; it is fimply a profeffion of the 
Roman 
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Roman Catholic faith, or an intimate connexion with a perfon profeffing this 
faith. A lawlefs banditti have conftituted themfelves judges of this new fpe- 
cies of delinquency, and the fentence they have denounced is equally concife 
and terrible! It is nothing lefs than a confifcation of all property, and an im- 
mediate banifhment. It would be extremely painful, and furely unneceffary, 
to detail the horrors that attend the execution of fo rude and tremendous a 
profcription,—a profcription that certainly exceeds in the comparative num- 
ber of thofe it configns to ruin and mifery, every example that ancient and 
modern hiftory can fupply : for where have we heard, or in what ftory of hu-- 
man cruelties have we read of more than half the inhabitants of a populous: 
country deprived at one blow of the means as weli as of the fruits of their in- 
duftry, and driven, in the midft of an inclement feafon, to feek a thelter for 
themfelves and their helplefs families where chance may guide them. This is 
no exaggerated picture of the horrid fcenes now aéting in this county. Yet 
furely it is fufficient to awaken fentiments of indignation and compaffion in 
the coldeft bofoms. Thefe horrors are now aéting with impunity. ‘The {pirit 
of impartial juftice (without which law is nothing better than an inftrument 
of tyranny) has for a time difappeared in this county, and the fupinenefs of 
the magiftracy of Armagh is become a common topic of couverfation in every 
corner of the kingdom. 

It is faid in reply, the Catholics are dangerous, they may be fo---they may 
be dangerons from their numbers, and ftill more dangerous. from their un- 
bounded views they have been encouraged to entertain; but I will venture to 
affert, without fear of contradiction, that thefe proccedings are not more con- 
trary to humanity than they are to found policy. It is to be laniented, that 
no civil magifirate happened to be prefent with the military detachment on 
the night of the 21{t inftant ; but, I truft, the fuddennefs ot the oceafion, the 
unexpedied and inftantaneous agereflion on the part of the delinquents will be 
univerfally edimitted as a full vindication of the conduét of the officer, and 
the party aGling under his command. Gentlemen, I have the honor to hold a 
fituation in this conntry, which calls upon me to deliver my fentiments, and 
Ido it without fear and without difguife. J am as true a Proteftant as any 
gentleman in this room, I inherit a property which my family derived under 
a Proteftant title, and, with the blefling of God, I will maintain that title to 
the utmoft of my powcr. I will never confent to make a facriiice of Protcftant 
afcendancy to Catholic claims, with whatever menace they may be urged, or 

how- 
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however fpecioufly or invidioufly fupported. Confcious of my fincerity in 
this public declaration, which I do not make unadvifedly, but as the refult of 
mature deliberation, I defy the paltry infinuations that malice or party-{pirit 
may fuggeft. 

I know my own heart, and I fhould defpife myfelf, if, under any intimida- 
tion, I could clofe my eyes againft fuch fcenes as prefent themfelves on every 
fide, or my ears againft the complaints of a perfecuted people. 

I fhould be guilty ofan unpardonable injuftice to the feelings of gentlemen 
here prefent, were I to fay more on this fubje@. I have now acquitted my- 
felf to my confcience and my country, and take the liberty of propofing the 
following refolutions : 

ift. That it appears to this meeting, that the county of Armagh is at this 
moment in a ftate of uncommon diforder ; that the Roman Catholic inhabi- 
tants are grievoufly oppreffed by lawlefs perfons unknown, who attack and 
plunder their houfes by night, and threaten them with inftant deftruction, un- 
lefs they immediately abandon their lands and habitatious. 

ad. That a committee of magiftrates be appointed to fit on Tuefdays and 
Saturdays in the Chapter-room in the town of Armagh, to receive information 
againit all perfons of whatever defcription, who difturb the peace of this 
county. 

3d. That the inftruction of the whole body of magiftrates to their com- 
mittee fhall be to ufe every legal means within their power to ftop the pro- 
grefs of the perfecution now carrying on by an ungovernable mob againft the 
Roman Catholic inhabitants of this county. 

Ath. That faid committee, or any three of them, be empowered to expend 
any fum or fums of money, for information or fecret fervice, out of the fund 
fubfcribed by the gentlemen of this county. ‘ 

5th. That a meeting of the whole body of the magiftracy be held every 
fecond Monday, at the houfe of Mr. Charles M‘Reynolds, in the town of 
Armagh, to hear the reports of the committee, and to give fuch further in- 
fiructions as the exigence of the cafe may require. 

6th. That offenders of every defcription in the prefent difturbances fhall be 
profecuted out of the fund fubfcribed by the gentlemen of this county. 


~ 
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Mr. Anruur O'Connor’s Addrefs to his Fellow Citizens, for which he was 
confined by an Order of the Privy Council. (Page 592.) 


FELLOW CITIZENS, 

THE Poft-office is fo immediately dependent on the govern- 
ment,that any anonymous produétion iffuing from thence, muft be looked on as 
coming from the adminiftration itfelf; in this light I have viewed the anony- 
mous paper which has been fo induftrioufly diftributed through the poft-offices 
of the North avowedly to deprive me of whatever fhare of your confidence I 
might have gained, and in this light I have given it an anfwer. Had I treated 
it with filent contempt, I fhould have hoped that its coming from an admi- 
niftration which had fo defervedly forfeited the confidence of every Irifhman, 
who valued the liberties of his country, would have infured me from fuffering, 
in your eftimation, from the falfehood and calumny with which it abounds ; 
but my refpeét for thofe invaluable cenfors, the Prefs and the Public Opinion, 
the confcious integrity of my own heart, and the moft perfeét reliance on the 
virtue of the caufe I efpoufe, prompt me to feize any occafion, which affords 
an opportunity of vindicating it or myfelf from the afperfions of an adminif- 
tration, whofe heavieft charge, in their wretched produétion, is, that at any 
time of my life I had been the advocate of them or their meafures. As the 
whole of the work is one continued iffue of mifreprefentation and falfeliood, 
a plain recital of faéts will be the beft means of giving it a full refutation. 
After the queftion of Regency, that memorable difplay of the infamy and prin- 
ciples of the factions of Ireland, fome of the moft confiderable of them were 
forced into Irifh parliamentary patriotifm, by being ftript of the wages of their 
proftitution ; I accepted a feat from my uncle Lord Longueville, in the chime- 
rical hope that this crafh between the faéctions and the government, might be 
improved to the advantage of Ireland; but experience foon convinced me 
that nothing fhort of the eftablifhment of a national government, a total anni- 
hilation of the faétions, and their ufurpations, and an entire abolition of re- 
ligious diftinétions could reftore to my country thofe rights and that liberty 
which had been fo long a fubject of traffic, under a regular organized fy ftem of 
treafon, and acting up to this conviction from the day I accepted the feat from 
Lord Longueville, to the day I refigned it. I earneftly entreated him to de- 
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clare for a Reform of Parliament, and for the freedom of my Catholic coun- 
trymen. The thanks which were given ine by the delegates of the Catholics 
of Ireland, for my defence of them and their caufe, fo early as 1791, and the 
vote which I gave for their total emancipation, againit Lord Longueville and 
the government in the beginning of 1793, gives the lie to the affertion of ad- 
miniftration, that I was not the advocate of Catholic freedom until my having 
fpoke on that fubjeét in 1795, and fo wholly is it unfounded in truth, that 
Ihave exerted myfelf in defence of the liberties of my country, becaufe 
the government refufed me a commiffioner’s place, that although Lord 
Longueville repeatedly preffed me to let him procure me a commif- 
fioner’s place, I as often refufed it, affuring him that it was contrary 
to my principles to accept the money of my impoverifhed countrymen, 
for the deteftable treafon of betraying their rights, their induftry, their 
manufaétures and commerce: that for the bribe of a Britifh pander I 
fhould bafely contribute to agegrandize his country, at the expence of 
every thing dear to my own; whilft fo far from bartering my principles to 
better my fortune, that though Lord Longueville prefled me to accept large 
fums of his own money, I declined them ; and it is notorious he has fince dif- 
inherited me for the open avowal of my political fentiments on the Catholic 
queftion. Being forced, in my own vindication, to {peak of myfelf, I will leave 
you, my fellow-citizens, to judge of an adminiftration, that by falfehood and 
calumny have attempted to widen a breach between me and connections that 
were but too widely extended before ; yet whillt they have given me an op- 
portunity of proving to you, that no confideration could induce me to aban- 
don my principles, they fhall never fucceed in making me utter one unkind 
expreflion of a man, whofe wifhes to promote me in life, have left a grateful 
remembrance their malice fhall,never efface. Abandoned admuinitiration ! 
who have trampled on the liberties of my country, do you prefume to accufe 
me of diffuading my countrymen from arming to oppofe an invafion, which 
your's and your accomplice’s crimes hace provoked ? Is it that the unalienable 
rights of free-born men to make their laws by delegates of their choice, fhould 
be bartered and fold by ufurpers and traitors, that I fhould perfuade them to 
arm ? Is it that our markets, our manufaétures, and commerce, fhould be fold 
to that nation, which appoints our government, and diftributes our patronage, 
that I fhould perfuade them to arm? Is it to fupport the Gunpowder Bill, which 
deprives them of arms, or the Convention Bill, which aims at perpetuating the 
ufurpation of rights, by profcribing the only obvious and orderly means to 
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regain them, that 1 thould perfuade them toarm? Is it to fupport the fufpen- 
fion of the Habeas Corpus Bill, which has deftroyed the bulwark of liberty by 
withholding the Trial by Jury, that I fhould perfuade them to arm? Is it to 
rivet the bolts or to guard the dungeons of their fellow-citizens, who, torn 
from their homes and their families by adminiftration, vainly demand that 
Trial by Jury, which by proving their innocence muft eftablifh its guilt, that 
I fhould perfuade them to arm ? Is it that a vile pander of national honor and 
legiflative duty fhould be invefted with uncontrouled power over'the opinions 
and perfons of an injured, a gallant and generous people, that I fhould per- 
fuade them to arm? or to crownall, is it under the aufpices of the indemnified 
Carhampton, I fhould perfuade them to arm? Go, impotents, to the Catho- 
lics, whofe elevated hopes of all-glorious freedom, you have been appointed to 
tauntingly blaft, and if they fhould charge you with the crimes of your miffion, 
although you cannot plead the having raifed them to equal rights with their 
fellow-citizens, you can at leaft boaft that you have levelled thofe rights to the 
ftandard of Catholic thraldom. Hence, then, contemptible admminiftraticn, 
from thofe you have infulted and levelled, to thofe you have raifed ; go to 
the monopolifts of the reprefentation of Ireland, and afk them to arm; go to 
thofe whom the continuance of the fyftem of corruption enables to live in af- 
fluence at the expence of that poverty and mifery their treafon has caufed, and 
afk them to arm: go to thofe huffars of fees and exaétions in the revenue, 
whofe regular pay bears no proportion to their pillage and plunder, and com- 
mand them to arm; go to attorneys and lawyers, who live by villainy, 
chicane and fraud, under a fyftem of complexity, fineffe and fiction, at the ex- 
pence and ruin of thofe who are torced to employ them, and tell them they 
ought to arm; go to thofe fwarms of petty tyrants, perjured grand-jury job- 
bers, army contractors, tithe proétors and land fharks, and tell them low ne- 
ceffary it is for them to be armed; go to the effablifhed clergy, who pocket 
thofe monftrous funds for izféru@ing nine-tenths of the nation, which fhould 
provide decent eftablithments for three fuch countries as Ireland, and tell 
them to preach to the nine-tenths who are excluded from this glorious half of 
the conftitution, to arm in its defence, or afk them to blow the expiring em- 
bers of religious diffention, and I will leave it to the inhabitants of Armagh, 
at length recovering from delufion, to judge of their zeal in, this chiriftian-like 
duty. “hefe faétions, and adminiftration, are your natural allies ; thefe are 
your ftrength ; on thefe you inay reckon, and although as devoted to fyfiems 
which fhould be abolifhed, as apoftates to national rights and national honor 
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they count but too high ; thank Heaven they are as infignificant in numbers 
as in ftrength to thofe that are found. Although the old volunteers have 
been difcouraged, becaufe they boldly threw off the open avowed dominion 
of Britain, and that thefe yeomen corps have been raifed to fupport the con- 
cealed deadly influence fhe has gained by corruption and treafon; although 
the old volunteers have been rejected becaufe they extended the rights and 
liberties of their country, and that thefe corps have been fet up to fupport 
laws fubverfive of both; yet when the fyftematic fcheme of the Britifh minif- 
ter, and of thofe vermin that have nefiled about the throne, to frame fome 
new modelled defpotifm on the ruins of freedom, by the erecting of barracks, 
thofe bills that have been paffed year after year, the late contempt of that only 
privilege of the Commons which, was left them, the granting of money, and 
the correfpondent conduct of their creatures in this country fhall have been 
developed to that degree, which would make refiftance an indifpenfable duty, 
from my foul I believe that they would find themfelves widely miftaken in the 
fupport they will meet from many of thefe corps they have raifed. Are the 
people of Ireland fo weak as to convert a threatened invafion from France into 
an expiation of the injuftice, the crimés and oppreflion by which the tempta- 
tion to make it was caufed, or fhallan invafion from France aét like magic in 
changing the prefent ardent affection of the people of Ireland for hberty, into 
an unbounded difplay of loyalty to a fyftem of corruption and treafon, by 
which the moft happily gifted nation on earth has been made to contain more 
mifery than any country in the creation ? Away with delufion! Are the peo- 
ple of Ireland fure that the faétions and adminiftration who fo earneftly prefs 
them to arife to repel the invafion of France, are not invaders themfelves ? 
Are we fure that their mafter and maker, the minifter of Britain, has not in- 
vefted them with enormous funds of corruption to which our wretchednefs 
has been made to contribute! Are we fure that thefe funds have not been 
diftributed amoneft traitors, in the heart of our ifland, for betraying the induf- 
try, manufactures and commerce of the people of Ireland, to aggrandize thofe 
of Great Britain? Nay, are we not certain that every market in Great Britain 
is fhut againft every fpecies of Irith indufiry, with the folitary exception of 
linen, wlilft every manufacture of England has free accefs to every market in 
Ireland, without any exception whatever? With thefe facts in our view, what 
Irifhman can doubt that to fupport the worft of invafions, the invafion of 
rights and commerce, 15,000 Englifh and Scotch have not been fent to invade 
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us already ? Orcan we be certain that the fhambles of Germany have not been 
reforted to, to invade us with more ? Compare the few troops they left us in 
the war againft American freedom, when they had all Europe their foe, with 
the numbers they have fent us this war againft the freedom of France, when 
they had all Europe their ally ; compare the weaknefs of Ireland, divided by 
religious diffenfion, when troops were fo few, with that firength which Union 
has given, when troops are fo many; we cannot but fee with whom they feek 
to contend. Could French invaders do worfe than eftablith a fy{tem of pillage 
and treafon within, that they may pillage and plunder without ? Could they 
do worfe than reject laws a unanimous people had fought, or than pafs thofe 
they detefted? Could they do worfe than commit the perfonal liberty of the 
people of Ireland to two nen without conneétion or intereft in the country, 
without refponfibility or control? Could they do worfe than withhold trials 
from Ivifh citizens caft into dungeons, to the deftru¢étion of their health, and 
the ruin of their property ? Could they do worfe than eftablith military ma- 
giftrates throughout the nation, and indemnify thofe whofe unfeeling fouls had 
torn hundreds of Irifh citizens from every endearing connection in life, after 
depriving their habitations of every privilege due to the refidence of free-born 
men, configned them to the flames, turning their wives and children to beg- 
gary and famine, exiled their hufbands to fight againft that freedom of which 
they had robbed them on an element they difliked, and in a caufe they ab- 
horred ? Or could any thing be more alarming to a people who valued their 
liberties, than the appointment of a man, that could require fuch an indemni- 
fication, to be commander in chief of the army? Or, to crown all, could any 
invaders do worfe, that with powers to legiflate for a limited time, under the 
form of conftitutional order, deftroy the conftitution itfelf? 

In vain fhall the accomplices of the author of carnage inveigh againft 
French fraternity, as long as Ireland exhibits fo melancholy a piéture of the 
fraternity they have adopted themfelves: I will not compare the fyftems of 
fraternity in the Eaft or Weft Indies, adopted by England and France, but I 
will compare the alliance which England had formed with France, fhe calls her 
natural enemy, with that the di¢tates toIreland, fhe calls her brother and friend. 
In her alliance with France, fhe gave what the got, and reciprocity was the 
equitable bafis on which it was made; whil{t in her alliance with Ireland, fhe 
has taken all fhe could have afked or demanded, and the has given us exclufion 


in grateful return. On this feale of Britifh fraternity, let her hirelings boaft 
of 
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of Britifh conneétion. On this feale of Britith fraternity, may my country no 
more be curfed with the friendihip of Britain! Too long a tyrant, ihe forgets 
her dominion has ceafed. Too long her flaves, we muft fhew her we are re- 
folved to be free! Had the ceafed to maintain power by the accurfed means of 
fomenting religious diffention; had the ceafed to fupport fa¢tions, ufurpers 
and traitors; had fhe abandoned the falfe illiberal notion, that fhe gained 
more by our depreffion than by our exaltation; had fhe treated us like bro- 
thers and friends, 1 may, with confidence affirm, a more afte¢tionate generous 
ally never exifted, than the would have found Ireland toher. But if the ex- 
ifting fraternity, my fellow citizens, be the bonds by which you with a con- 
neétion with Britain, I am not a delegate fit for your choice; for though I 
ftood alone in the commons of Ireland, 1 would move the repeal of every law 
which binds us to England, on thofe or any fuch terms. I will neither be 
conquered by England or France; nor are we any more bound to a difadvan- 
tageous alliance to one than we are to the other; and before England, the 
factions of Ireland, and the adminiftration, I {peak it, if it is more the true in- 
tereft of Ireland to form an alliance with France than with England, fhe is 
free to adopt it. The jargon of ftanding or falling with Britain is falfe: in 
the days that are paft, we have always been down, it is time we fhould feek to 
be up! Rich ina population of 4,000,000 of a healthy intelligent people, rich 
in her fertile foil, rich in her harbours and navigable rivers, rich in her favor- 
able pofition between the old and new worlds, rich im her infular fituation, 
without ufurping dominion over any people upon earth, what intereft, what 
caufe, what pretext can the adminiftration of Ireland affign for the blood and 
the wealth they have lavifhed, in a war commenced in depotifin, conducted in 
ignorance, and ending only by ruin? With 8¢0,000 gallant citizens, able to 
arm, is it that the Englifh and Scoth have more to fight for in Ireland than 
the Inith themfelves, that we cannot be trufted with felf defence? when in 
the unanointed republics of the Swifs, they can defy the invafion of Germany, 
of Trance, and Sardinia, thofe warlike and powerful nations, by which they are 
bounded, by that law which obliges every citizen from eighteen to fixty years 
old, to be provided with arms, why cannot Ireland defy the whole world by a 
hike obligation? Why has the gunpowder aét, which difarms our people, been 
paffed? The anfwer is too plain for infatuation to miftake it. Happy for 
Ireland if the prime mover of mifchief had borrowed the councils of that 
great and intuitive mind, England is ruined by having negleéted; happy 
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could he and his minions be taught, in the language and wifdom of Fox, that 
there is more ftrength to be gained by gaining the confidence of the people 
of Ireland, than in 40,000 of the beft forces of Europe. Let them give up 
corruption, and they may fafely difband the troops it has furnithed; let them 
ceafe to narrow the limits of freedom, as the expanfion of intelleét demands 
that they fhould be extended ; let them reft affured, that a fyftem which can- 
not be fupported without {pies and informers, muft foon be abandoned; inftead 
of buying, of bribing, or of perfecuting the prefs, let them ftrip falfehood of 
the advantages fhe gains by concealment and mifreprefentation, and give to 
truth that light and publicity, with which fhe muft ever prevail; let them 
recall thofe bafe orders throughout the poft-offices, for violating the fecrets 
of friendfhip, and betraying the credit of commerce; let them open the dun- 
geons, by repealing thofe laws by which they are crowded; let them abolith 
what the chief magiftrate’s deputy calls the mildnefs of government, and give 
us an adequate reprefentation for the bafis of liberty, and I will ftake my life 
on it, no nation fhall ever invade us. But alas! my fellow citizens, I lament 
that the fame infatuation, ufurpation and folly, which have been fo much the 
order of the day, will ftill prevent thofe equitable terms from being conceded : 
But mark me, the whole Ith fabric is fupported by that of Great Britain, 
whofe progrefs in ruin can only be equalled by her infatuation. If the prin- 
ciples of the French revolution are as wicked, as deftruétive, and as diabolical 
as the minifter has reprefented them, why was it neceffary to involve the peo- 
ple of England in the horrors and ruin of war, that they may not be perfuaded 
io adopt them? Is it that the extreme of vice is fo feducing, that the mot 
violent of remedy only could prevent a wife people from rufhing to meet it? 
And although the minifter has affigned day after day, different objects, for 
having involved them; and that every affertion on which he has founded 
his arguments of the day, have been belied by the faéts of the morrow. Still 
they have been deaf to the councils of his glorious opponent, which, as long 
as tradition continues muft ever remain a wonderful inftance of the efforts of 
genius and patriotifm, to refcue a befotted and mifguided people from ruin; 
but the privileged and the rich yielding to fear and corruption, have deferted 
this champion of liberty, to proftrate themfelves at the feet of that minifter it 
was once their province to controul: placing terror in the feat of reafon, and 
facrificing every fpecies of induftry to the manufacture of foldiers, they have 
looked to the bayonet of the mercenary for their only falvation. Pre- 
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fumptuous delufion! Do they imagine they can force back the current of 
public opinion? Is it by that corruption, whofe neceffities muft increafe by 
geometrical meafure, whilft its means muft decreafe in the fame rapid pro- 
portion? Is it by a carnage which would exhauft the creation? Is it by oaths 
wrung from oppreffion; know they not that the firft oath of allegiance is from 
the king to the laws, the conftitution and people; and that if fwearing, with- 
out confideration, was binding, Charles could never have fuffered, James 
have been excluded, nor a Brunfwick have fat on the throne! We know that 
king, lords, and commons exift but by the people’s permiffion ; if ufeful, their 
titles can never be queftioned; if uot, they can never be bolftered by fwearing. 
Vain efforts, to change the current of the human mind, like the noify winds, 
which to the fhallow fight, give a feeming current to the troubled face, whilft 
with ponderous weight great ocean moves the tide, with flow majeftic pace to 
its predeftined limits. 

Altho’ it were in nature to refcue Britain from impending deftruétion, it is 
not in nature that Ireland can be longer held by the difgraceful and ruinous 
vaffalage by which fhe is bound. Much has been faid of the loyalty of the 
South contrafted with that of the North; if they mean loyalty to that fyftem 
of government which this adminiftration have adopted, to the conneétion with 
England on the prefent conditions, to the a¢tual {tate of reprefentation, to the 
proftituted fale of the right to legiflate in one houfe, by the ftill more profti- 
tuted fale of the right to legiflate in the other, to the jobbing and perjury of 
grand juries, to tithes, tithe-pro¢ctors and land-pirates, to the annual expor- 
tation of two millions worth of the produce of Ireland, to pay abfentees with- 
out any return, to the immoderate high rents and the low rate of wages, or 
to the enormous expence by whicli thefe corruptions are moved and main- 
tained, I will anfwer for it, that the people of Leinfter, of Munfter and Con- 
naught are as fenfible of the mifery and poverty thefe grievances have caufed, 
and that they will go as far as the people of Ulfter to get them redreffed. I 
know the means, which have been ufed to perfuade the Catholics in the South 
that the perfecutions of the Catholics in the North, which have been fo dia- 
bolically fomented and proteéted in Armagh, were the a¢is of the Prefbyterians 
of the North; but I ftake whatever credit I poffefs with my Catholic and 
Prefbyterian countrymen, on the affurance I give to the Prefbyterians that 
the Catholics of the South have buried in eternal oblivion all religious dif- 
ftinction, and in the affurance.I give to the Catholics that the crimes with 
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which their Prefbytcrian countrymen ftand charged, and for which fo many 
are dungeoned at this inftant, 1s their zeal for the union of Irifhmen amongft 
one another without diftinétion of fect or religion; it is the effence of Chirifti- 
anity, it is the effence of-all morality and cannot by human laws be abolifhed. 
Truft me, my fellow citizens, that as the minifter of England perceives the 
dying convulfions of a country on the deftruéctions of whofe liberty he has fo 
long fupported his power, he will be obliged to change his fyftem in Ireland 
of tyranny and force, into conceffion and conciliation; you will then fee his 
minions exchanging the faucy flippancy with which they now infult and tra- 
duce you, into humiliation and meannefs with which they will endeavour to 
footh you; the infolence of the coward, the fport of the drol and the petu- 
lence of the puppy will foon evaporate into the infignificance, from whence 
they have rifen, but let no wretched palliative induce you to ally your caufe 
with corruption; let nothing fhort of a perfect reprefentation fatisfy you. 
With this admonition I leave you; but that I may not be fufpected of feeking 
your confidence by any other means than the fulleft difclofure of my political 
fentiments, I promifc you, as foon as time will permit, that I will lay before 
you the beft account of the {tate of our country my poor abilities will allow 
me to furnifh. The beft affurance I can give of my fidelity to you and your 
caufe, is, that I believe in a bettcr order of things; that thofe who violate the 
property and rights of others will forfeit their own, whilft thofe who refpeét 
the rights and property of others will be certain to have their’s refpected in 
turn. With thefe fentiments, knowing that you had wifely determined never 
to interfere any more in eleétions, under the fyftem of corruption and undue 
influence, I have offered my fervices to ufe every means in my power to effeét 
its deftruétion, and finding that from the monopoly of one ariftocratic faction 
or other yours was the only place of popular election I could hopc to fucceed 
in. 

Think it not prefumptuous, my countrymen, that one who lovcs liberty 
fhould feek her in the only afylum fhe has left; think it not prefumptuous, my 
fellow-citizens, that one who will never out-live the threatened liberties of his 
country, fhould feek an advanced poft where he may triumph in her caufe, or 
fall in her defence. In contempt of calumny, united with you in brotherly 
love and affection and in the glorious caufe of reform, I will ever remain your 
faithful friend and fellow-citizen. 

Belfaft, Jan. 20, 1797. Artuur O’Connor. 
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By the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland,—A Proclamation. 
(Page 599.) 


CAMDEN, 

WHEREAS by an aét of parliament paffed in this king- 
dom in the thirty-fixth year of his majefty’s reign, entitled, “ An aét for more 
* effectually fupprefling infurreétions and preventing the difturbance of the 
** public peace,” it is enaéted, that it fhall be lawful, for the juftices of the 
peace of any county affembled at a fpecial feffion in manner by thie faid act 
direéted, not being fewer than feven or the major part of them, one of whom 
to be of the quorum, if they fee fit upon due confideration of the ftate of the 
county, to fignify by memorial, by them figned, to the lord leutenant or 
other chief governor or governors in this kingdom, that they confider their 
county or any part thereof to be in a ftate of difturbance or in immediate 
danger of becoming fo, and praying, that the lord lieutenant and council may 
proclaim fuch county or part thereof to be in a ftate of difturbance, there- 
upon it fhall be lawful for the lord heutenant or other chief governor or go- 
vernors of this kingdom by and with the advice of his majefty's privy coun- 
cil, by proclamation to declare fuch county or any part of fuch county, to 
be in a ftate of difturbance or in immediate danger of becoming fo, and alfo, 
fuch parts of any adjoining county or counties as fuch chief governor or go- 
vernors fhall think fit, in order to prevent the continuance or extenfion of 
fuch difturbance. 

And whereas, nineteen juftices of the peace of the county of Londonderry, 
feveral of them being of the quorum, being the major part of the juftices of 
the peace duly affembled, purfuant to the faid aét, at a fpecial feflion of the 
peace holden at Dunguien, in the faid county, on Wednefday the fourth 
day of this inftant January, have by a memorial, by them figned, fignified to 
his excellency the lord lieutenant, that certain parts of the faid county are in 
a ftate of difturbance or in imminent danger of becoming fo, aud have thercby 
prayed, that the lord lieutenant and council may proclaim the parifh of Ba- 
nagher, fituate in the Barony of Kenaght, and half Barony of Tirkceran, the 
parith of Beneagh, the parifh of Dunguien, and the parith of Baeleagh fituate 

7 iy in 


252 APPENDIX. 


in the Barony of Kenaght, all which parifhes are of faid county, to be in a 
fiate of difturbance or in imminent danger of becoming fo. 

Now we, the lord lieutenant do by and with the advice of his majefty’s 
privy council in purfuance of and by the authority to us given by the faid 
aét of parliament, by this our proclaination, declare the faid parith of Ba- 
naghe, fituate in the half Barony of Keenaght, and half Barony of Tirkeerin, 
the parith of Beveagh, the parifh of Dunguien, and the parith of Baeleagh, 
fituate in the Barony of Keenaght, being part of the faid county of London- 
derry, to be in a ftate of difturbance or in immediate danger of becoming fo, 
of which all juftices of the peace and other magiftrates and peace officers of 
the faid county of Londonderry, and all others whom it may concern, are to 
take notice. 

Given at the council chamber in Dublin, the 7th day of January, 1797. 


W. Armagh O'Neil A. Wolfe 

ClaresG. Carleton R. Rofs 

R. Dublin Yelverton S. Hamilton 

W. Tuam J. Beresford R. Rofs 

Bellamont H. Langrifh L. Morres. ? 
Clonmell H. Cavendith : 

Perry D. Latouche 


God fave the King! 


No. CII. 


Door Francis Moylan, to his beloved Flock, the Roman Catholics of 
the Diocefe of Cork.. (Page 606.) 


AT a moment of fuch general alarm and confternation, it is a duty I owe 
to you, my beloved flock. to recall to your minds the facred principles of 
loyalty, allegiance and good order, that muft direét your conduét on fuch an 
awful occafion. Charged as I am, by that bleffed Saviour, whofe birth with 
grateful hearts, we on this day folemnize, with the care of your fouls, in- 
terefted beyond expreflion in your temporal and eternal welfare, it is incum- 
bent on me to exhort you to that peaceable demeanor, which muft ever mark 
his true and faithtui difciples. 

Loyalty 
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Loyalty to the fovereign, and refpeé for the conftituted authorities, have 
been always the prominent features in the Chriftian charaéter, and by patri- 
otifm and obedience to the eftablithed form of government, have our anceftors 
been diftinguithed at times, and under circumftances very different from 
thefe in which we have the happinefs to live. For, bleffed be God, we are no 
longer ftrangers in our native land, no longer excluded from the benefits of 
the happy conftitution nnder which we live, no longer feparated by odious 
diftin¢tions from our fellow fubjeéts. To our gracious fovereign we are bound 
by the concurring principles of gratitude and duty, and to all our fellow citi- 
zens by mutual intereft and Chriftian charity. 

Under thefe circumftances, it is obvious what line of conduct you are to 
adopt, if the invaders, who are faid to be on our coafts, fhould make good 
their landing, and attempt to penetrate into our country. To allure you to 
a co-operation with their views, they will not fail to make {pecious proteffions, 
that their only object is to emancipate you from the pretended tyranny under 
which you groan; and to reftore you thofe rights, of which they will fay you 
are deprived. 

You, my good people, whom I particularly addrefs, who are ftrangers to 
paffing occurrences, had you known in what manner they fulfilled fintilar pro - 
mifes in the unfortunate countries into which, on the faith of them, they 
gained admittance, you would learn caution from their credulity, and diftruft 
men who have trampled on all laws, human and divine; Germany, Flanders, 
Italy, Holland, to fay nothing of their own, once the happieft, now the moft 
miferable, country in the world, can atteft the irreparable ruin, defolation and 
deftruction, occafioned by French fraternity. 

Be not deceived by the lure of equalizing property, which they will hold 
out to you, as they did to the above-mentioned people; for the poor, inftead 
of getting any partof the fpoil of the rich, were robbed of their own little pit- 
tance.. 

Be not then impofed on by their profeffions ; they come only to rob, plunder 
and deftroy. Liften not to their agitating abettors in this country, who en- 
deavour by every means, to corrupt your principles, but join heart and hand 
with all the virtuous and honeft members of the community, who are come 
forward with diftinguithed patriotifm, as well to refift the invading foe, as to 
counteract the infidious machinations of the dometiic enemies and unnatural 
children, who are feeking to bring on their native country the ruin and un- 
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told evils that flow from anarchy and confufion. Obey the laws that protea 
you in your perfons and properties; reverence the magiftrate entrufted with 
their execution, and difplay your readinefs to give him every affiftance in 
your power. ; 

Aét thus, my beloved brethren, from a principle of confcience, and you will 
thereby enfure the favor of your God, and the approbation of all good men; 
whereas a contrary conduét will draw down inevitable ruin on you here, and 
eternal mifery hereafter. 

I fhall conclude with this fimple reflection, if the fway of our impious in- 
vaders were here eftablifhed, you would not, my beloved people, enjoy the 
comfort of celebrating this aufpicious day with gladnefs and thankfgiving, 
nor of uniting with all Chriftians on earth, and with the celeftial fpirits in hea- 
ven, in finging, Glory to God on high, and on earth peace to men of good 
will! 

25th December, 1796. 

Doétor Caulfield, having attentively perufed and confidered the foregoing 
feafonable addrefs of the worthy Roman Catholic Bithop of Cork to his flock, 
laft Chriftmas day, on the truly alarming report of an hoftile invafion of this 
country by the French, and obferving that the fafety, the intereft and duty 
of the people are fo ftrongly and pathetically prefied and inculcated in it, moft 
gladly adopts the fame, and moft zealoufly recommends the important fubject, 
the pious fpirit and loyal orthodox doétrine of it, to the ferious confideration 
and practical notice of the Roman Catholics of the diocefe of Ferns; with 
ereat confidence in their principles as Chriftians and fubjecis, that nothing 
ihall ever warp or make them deviate from the indifpenfable line of conduét 
pointed out therein. 

Weeford, Jan. 7, 1797. James CAULFIELD. 


No. CII. 


The Appeal of the People of Ulfier to their Countrymen, and to the Ein- 
pire at large. (Page 618.) 
InisuMen! 
OUR beft citizens are entombed in Baftiles or hurried on 
board Tenders ; our wives and our children are become the daily viétims of 


an uncontrouled and licentious foreign foldiery ! 
Irifimen ! 
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Irifhmen! Ulfter, one of your faireft provinces, containing one-third of the 
population of the land. Ulfter, hitherto the pride and ftrength of Ireland, is 
proclaimed, and put under the ban of martial law! Thc executive govern- 
ment of the country has fentenced us to military execution, without trial, 
and the legiflature of the country has fanétioned this illegal aét without en- 
quiry ! The conftituted authorities of the land, (without condefcending to 
examine into the exiftence of our grievances, the truth of the outrages alleged 
again{t us, or the nature of the circumfiances that may have provoked them,) 
have ftigmatized us as objects of terror to the reft of Ireland, and of horror to 
the reft of Europe ! ; 

What, you will naturally afk, are your crimes? Hear them: Our enemies 
fay, that under the appellation of United Irifhmen, and by means of illegal 
oaths, we have eftablifhed and organized a horrid fy{tem of murder, that we 
are the avowed enemies of all order and good government, and finally, that 
our ultimate object is pillage, maffacre, and plunder! Countrymen! thefe 
charges are falfe! they are malevolent! for the only proof which our accufers 
have pretended to adduce in their fupport is, that in one whole province, 
where the fervants of government have, for the laft four years, by a fyftem of 
premeditated perfecution, endeavoured to drive the people into infurreétion, 
a few individuals, who had rendered themfelves notorious by their vindidtive 
purfuit of this fyftem, have, during the laft fix months, loft their lives. We 
do not defend thefe outrages; they give us more real grief than they do to 
our enemies. 

But, how has it happened that the fame horror was not expreffed by the 
fame perfons, when a civil war was for two years carrying on in the county of 
Armagh, againft the Catholics, fupported by magifterial exertions, and as it 
was faid, by minifterial connivance? Do you not know, countrymen, that 
thefe cruel perfecutions were carryed on by men, not only enjoying im- 
punity, but boafting that they were aéting under the authority of government. 
Do you not know that the fame fy{tem of tyranny and terror has been enforced 
with various fuccefs in almoft every part of the north? that Belfaft has been 
dragooned? that our moft virtuous inhabitants have been nearly decimated ? 
that magiftrates have frequently iffued forth, by day and by night, at the head 
of parties of the arniy, to {cour the country, to burn the houfes, and imprifon 
the perfons of thofe who are fufpeéted to love liberty? Can you then wonder, 


if men, who have made themfelyes peculiarly obnoxious by their cruelties, 
fhould 
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fhould fometimes fall viétims to individual vengeance? However, you may 
lament in common with us, can you be furprifed if the fon, whofe father 
has been torn from his family and illegally imprifoned, or carricd on board 
the fleet; if the hufband, whofe wife has been dragged from her lying-in-bed, 
at the hour of midnight, and thrown into the ftreet to fee her houfe burned 
before her eyes; if the father, whofe property has been deftroyed, and his 
children caft out into want and mifery; can you be furprifed even if men, 
who are daily witneffes to fuch tranfadiions, without redrefs and without the 
fhadow of legal authority, and who are themfelves fuffering under a grinding 
perfecution, the acts of which cannot be eafily particularifed, but which, by 
its unceafing operation, crufhes and deftroys; can you be furprifed, 1f men 
thus fituated, determined not to be forced into infurreétion, fhould feek to 
affuage their revenge, and vainly hope to {top the current of general calamity 
by the affaflination of the moft atrocious of their perfecutors? Do not, we 
befecch you, falfely impute their aéts to the moral depravity of any body of 
men: No; if the hands of the inhabitants of the North were not reftrained 
by the ftrongett ties of duty and religion, the higheft heads and moft over- 
bearing {pirits of our oppreffors would have long fince expiated their tyranny. 

We have told you, countrymen, the charges exhibited againft us, hear now 
the faéts, and for the truth of them we folemnly appeal to the fearcher of 
hearts. Weare under an obligation (and we glory in it) to promote a brother- 
hood of affection among Irifhmen of every religious perfuafion. We are 
united in an organifed fyftem, not to promote murder, but to promote peace; 
not to deftroy perfons and property, but to fave both from deftruétion. 
Laftly, beloved countrymen! we are moft folemnly pledged, (a pledge we will 
never forfeit,) to co-operate with you in every temperate and rational meafure 
for obtaining the freedom of our country, by a full aud adequate reprefen- 
tation of all the pcople of Ireland, without regard to religious diftinétions. 

Thefe are the crimes of Ul{ter. They are the common crimes of Ireland. 
How fhould it be otherwife, when they arife from the duty we owe to our 
country and to our God? Yes, Irithmen! the facred flame has become ge- 
neral?) That which originated in Antrim, has been reverberated from Cork, 
and all the intermediate {pace from Wicklow to Mayo glows with the fame 
enthufiafm. It has been our glory to raife the abutments, to you belongs the 
fill more glorious tafk of crowning the arch. 

Our inteutions haye been, and {till are to obtain the great objeéts of our 
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purfuit, through the means of calm difcuffion, and their own unqueftionable 
juftice. The common enemy knows, that thefe are the moft powerful and ir- 
refiftible weapons. It is, therefore, that they have praétifed upon usa fyfiem 
of reiterated agereflion, unparalleled in the hiftory of civilized nations, for 
the purpofe of goading us into infurreétion, or driving us into defpair. They 
have hitherto failed, and they will ftill fail, thanks to that bountiful Being who 
has endued us with patience as well as courage. 

We cau even yet endure for our country’s fake. But, countrymen! is 
there not a point, beyond which forbearance becomes a crime, and human 
nature is incapable of enduring? Shall we be forced beyond that point? If we 
fhould, our poor and feeble oppreffors would find, that United Ireland could, 
in an inftant, trample them to duft. 

To our national armed force, whether militia or yeomanry, we peculiarly 
appeal. Soldiers! when you took up arms to defend your country, did you 
intend to turn them again{ft your countrymen? Was it to raife the Catholic 
againft the Proteftant, and the Proteftant againft the Catholic that you ar- 
rayed? Was it to fupport an adminiftration which has brought your country 
to the verge of defiruction, by a wicked war againft liberty abroad, and a ftll 
more wicked war againft liberty at home, that you fwore allegiance? Ifyou 
fhould ever, with parricidal hearts, turn your arms againft your fellow-citizens, 
whofe only crime is their patriotifm, would you not feel that you were guilty 
of treafon, rebellion and perjury againft your king, your country, and your 
God? Think then in time, remember you are Irifimen! Remember that you 
muft fhortly anfwer for every aét of murder, or even pillage that you might be 
induced, by unjuft orders, to commit, before that Being whio is the aveuger of 
the opprefied. 

To the Britith nation we alfo appeal! Is it criminal, Britons! to follow the 
example of your renowned anceftors? If you feel the defeéts in your repre- 
fentation, aud if you are fenfible that you as well as we, have been pre- 
cipitated into the moft wicked and defiruétive wars, in confequence of thefe 
defeéts, can you poflibly blame us whofe reprefentation is infinitely more ina- 
dequate, for our peaceable exertions to remedy thofe defeéts? Shall Ireland 
be confidered as hofiile, becaufe the has caught a {park of that holy fire, which 
was kept alive in your ifland, when furrounding Europe was funk under a 
barbarous de{potifm? But you will be told that we with to get rid of the con- 
nection, If that connection only exifted in the manifold evils, which have 
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been heaped upon us by the prefent abominable adminiftration, we fure 
would with for a feparation. 

But, fellow fubjeéts, conneéted as we are by the ties of blood—of com- 
mon language and polity—intimately connected as we are by our relative 
fituation with each other, and with the reft of the world, as well as by our 
mutual wants and redundancies—fo far from wifhing to leffen thefe ties of 
connexion, we call upon, we entreat you to unite ftill farther with us in the 
juft and neceffary work of reform. We conjure you, by the manes of your 
Lockes, your Sidneys, your Hampdens, and your Ruffels, to join us in a 
great and united effort to fave the empire from deftru€tion by the only mea- 
{ure which can fave it—A radical reform in the reprefentation of the people. 
The removal of your prefent wicked minifters will only operate as a tempo- 
rary relief; the caufe of all our evils would ftill remain. Had not your mi- 
nifter known that his influence, owing to the defeétive {tate of our reprefen- 
tation, enabled him to draw from Ireland 150,000 men to recruit the army, 
and 40,000 feamen to man the fleet of the empire, he would not fo rapidly 
have rufhed into this deteftable war, which has brought you as well as us to 
the brink of ruin. Britons! Remember the words of the moft illuftrious 
ftatefman that ever adorned your country or direted your councils; of 
that Pitt who conduéted the empire to glory abroad, whiltt he cherifhed liber- 
tyat home. Inthe year 1766, when Maflachufets was charged with rebel- 
lion, as Ulfter is now, “ I rejoice that America has refifted,” faid that great 
man. ‘ Three millions of people, fo dead to all the feelings of liberty as 
“ voluntarily to fubmit to be flaves, would have been fit inftruments to make 
“ flaves of the reft. If America was to fall,” continued he, ‘ fhe would fall 
like the {trong man; fhe would embrace the pillars of. the ftate, and pull 
down the conftitution with her. She has been wronged; fhe has been 
driven to madnefs by injuftice: Will you punifh her for the madnefs you 
have occafioned ?” Tis councils fucceeded---the obnoxious laws were re- 
pealed, and America fat down contented. Shortly after, the fyftem of coer- 
cion was again reforted to, and America was loft. 

Finally, we appeal to the Father of the Univerfc, whofe almighty power 
we invoke to conduét us by the paths of peace, to liberty and happinefs. 

April \Ath, 1797. 
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COUNTY ARMAGH, 


Whereas I have this day received a requifition, figned by the undernamed 
gentlemen, to calla meeting of the nobility, gentry, clergy, and freeholders 
of the county. Now I do hereby appoint fuch meeting to be held at the 
feffion-houfe in Armagh, at one o’clock, on Wednefday next 19th inft. 


Armagh, April \Ath, 1797. R. B. Sparrow, Sheriff, 
Wm. Brownlow Jof. Atkinfon Jas. Johnfton 
Caufield J. Steele Win. Biffet 
Wm. Richardfon John Maxwell Samuel Clofe 
Robert Cam. Cope Jof. M-Geough George Perry 
A. T. Stuart A. Macan Jo Seaver 
K. Cope J. A. Hamilton Charl. M. Warburton 
Alex. Hamilton J. Lawfon Geo. Atkinfon 
John Moore Corry M‘Connell k. Livingfton 
A. Thompfon J. Read M. Obins. 

J. Turner Wm. Irvin 


Purfuant to the above, the moft refpeétable meeting ever known in this 
county, of the nobility, gentry, clergy and freeholders, took place, the High 
Sheriffin the chair, the following addrefs was agreed on (with only one dif- 
fenting voice) and being figned by the Sheriff, was given to the two county 
members, to be by them prefented to his excellency the lord lieutenant, 
to tranfmit the fame to his majefty as the fentiments of their conftituents. 


To the Kine’s Moft Evcellent MaseEsty. 
SIRE, 

IN the moment of calamity, in the hour of impending 
diftrefs, the inhabitants of the county of Armagh, in the kingdom of Ire- 
jand, with reverence approach the throne, to exprefs their fentiments of the 
higheft refpeét and affection for your majefty’s perfon, and unalterable at- 
tachment to the true principles of the Britith conftitution, and to folicit 
your majefty, to avert from the empire that total 1uin, in which a war of 
unexampled ferocity and misfortune has almoft irretrievably involved a brave 
and loyal people. 

With aftonifhment, we have beheld your majefty’s minifters, obftinately 
perfifting in a vain conteft, which hath already fpread through Europe, mi- 
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fery and devattation. At home, Sire, their conduét has been marked with 
ereedy exaétion, with avaricious and infatiable rapacity; and abroad they 
have manifefted a prodigality unlimited, and an incapacity almoft incredible. 

When they firft rafhly precipitated the nation into this unpriucipled war, 
they boldly predi@ed the deftruction of the French Republic and French 
political principles, the. extenfion of our own commerce and a lafting and 
elorious peace. 

Inftead of realizing thefe golden dreams they have, by external preffure, 
confolidated the heterogeneous parts of the French Republic into one folid 
and indiffoluble body, they have diffeminated French principles, with a rapi- 
dity proportioned to their efforts for exterminating them; and, having ruined 
our commerce, loaded us with enormous taxes, and mocked us with delutive 
hopes of peace, they feemed determined to wage an endlefs war, without 
refources and without any clear and defined object. 

Under the guidance of thefe men, the power of the Britifh empire has 
been diminifhed, and its glory and honor deftroyed—perhaps for ever. They 
found us in poffeffion of a commerce, co-extenfive with the world; of re- 
fources, which they themfelves boafted were inexhauftible; and of allies, 
whofe combined powers they confidered irrefiftible. Their boundlefs prodi- 
gality has diflipated thefe refources, their infatuation has eftranged our allies, 
our commerce has dwindled into infignificance, our public credit blafted at 
their inaufpictous touch, has fhrunk into non-exiftence. 

Your majetty’s fubjeéts of the kingdom of Ireland, bear not only a por- 
tion of thofe calamities, under which the conftitution totters, and the whole 
empire groans, but labour under diftreffes and miferies peculiar to themfelves. 

We complain, Sire, that the Britith conftitution is enjoyed by us in name 
only. The Englith cabinet is the real efficient power, which guides, direéts, 
and aétuates the Irifh government. Through their influence, laws are capri- 
cioufly made and repealed. Under their guidance, a fyftem of organized 
corruption has eftablithed itfelf: their meafures are carried into effect, not 
by arguments drawn from reafon and policy, but by the efforts of venality, 
frontlefs and unblufhing. Coercive laws are made and penalties inflicted, 
altogether difproportioned to the alleged offences. The people are goaded 
to madnefs by accumulated miferies and oppreffion, and if they figh, or mur- 
mur, the figh is treafon, and the murmur death. The convention bill has 


taken from your majefty’s fubjeéts, even the right to complain, the laft fad 
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refuge of diftreft and fuffering humanity. An enemy powerful and full of 
animofity, has appeared on our coafts, and in the moment of diftrefs, our 
government manifefted itfelf impotent and ineapable of protecting the people : 
yet when the winds had providentially prevented the intended invafion, it 
prepared, not to refift the returning foe, but to alienate the affections of the 
people by defpoiling them of their only prote¢tion—their arms. 

Your fubjeéts, Sire, are daily committed to prifon, under the infurreétion 
a, for frivolous caufes; and, that one cruelty may be fuperadded to another, 
the habeas corpus aét has been fufpended, and innocent and unoffending 
men confined without hope of trial, liberation, or redrefs. The richeft and 
moft populous province in the kingdom has been, in defianee of truth and 
juitice, fiigmatized and illegally treated, as ina ftate of infurreétion; our 
moft ufeful citizens, torn from their families and deareft connexions, are with- 
out trial by jury, dragged to the fleet, like the moft atrocious felons ; and 
military coercion has taken place of common law. 

Sire, we humbly fubmit to your confideration, that if your people were 
fairly and adequately reprefented in parliament, moft of thefe evils would 
have been prevented in their very origin. 

In this kingdom, three-fourths of your majefty’s loyal people are aliens to 
many of the bleffings of the conftitution: the Roman Catholics exift under 
reftrictions hoftile to the common rights of mankind, and difgraceful to the 
age in which we live. Your majefty’s minifiers, Sire, ungeneroufly taking 
advantage of thefe refiriGions, have too long propagated amongft us religious 
animofities, and the fiery perfecutions of mercilefs bigotry. Againft thefe 
men, at this moment, Sire, Irithmen of every religious perfuafion lift up 
their voice with one aecord: we arraign them of crimes at which humanity 
fhudders, and from whieh Chriftianity turns an ahhorent eye. Of thefe 
enormities we aecufe them before our country, before the whole Britifh em- 
pire, before our king, in the face of the world, in the prefence of GOD. 

For thefe reafons, Sire, we pray your majefty to aid your people in reform- 
ing the parliament, im emancipating the Catholics, and to difmifs your pre- 
fent minifters from your councils for ever. 
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No. CIV. 


Mr, Petham’s Letter to General Lake, 3d March. (P. 624.) 


Dublin Cajile, 3d March, 1797. 
SIR, 

I AM commanded by my lord lieutenant to acquaint you, 
that from the information received by his excellency with refpeét to various 
parts of the North of Ireland, additional meafures to thofe hitherto employ- 
ed for preferving the public peace are become neceflary. It appears that in 
the counties of Down, Antrim, Tyrone, Derry and Donegal, fecret and 
treafonable affociations {till continue to an alarming degree, and that the per- 
fons concerned in thefe affociations are attempting to defeat all the exertions 
of the loyal and well-difpofed, by the means of terror; that they threaten the 
lives of all who fhall venture, from regard to their duty and oath of allegience, 
to difcover their treafons; that they affemble in great numbers by night, 
and by threats and force difarm the peaceable inhabitants ; that they have fired 
on his majefty’s juftices of the peace when endeavouring to apprehend them 
in their nocturnal robberies ; that they threaten by papers, letters and notices, 
the perfons of thofe, who fhall in any manner refift or oppofe them; that in 
their nightly excurfions for the purpofe of difarming his majefty’s loyal fub- 
jects, they difeuife their perfons and countenances; that they endeavour to 
collect great quantities of arms in concealed hiding places; that they have 
cut down great numbers of trees on the eftates of the gentry, for the pur- 
pofe of making pikes; that they have ftolen great quantities of lead for the 
purpofe of cafting bullets; that they privately by night, exercife in the prac- 
tice of arms; that they endeavour to intimidate perfons from joining the 
yeomanry corps eftablifhed by law, in order to refitt a foreign enemy ; they 
refufe to employ as manufaéturers, thofe who enlift in the corps; that they not 
only threaten but ill-treat the perfons of the yeomanry, and even attack their 
houfes by night, and proceed to the barbarous extremity of deliberate and 
fhocking murder, as was exemplified in their recent attack and murder by 
night of Mr. Comyns, of Newtownards, and that they profefs a refolution 
to affift the enemies of his majefty, if they fhould be enabled to land in this 
kingdom. It further appears, that thefe difturbances and outrages exift, and 
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even increafe, as well in the diftriéts which have becn proclaimed, as in other 
parts of the country. In order therefore to reduce the perfons engaged in 
tlie aforefaid treafonable affuciations and guilty of the faid atrocious outrages, 
to fubordination to the laws, and to give confidence to the well-difpofed 
among his majefty’s fubje¢ts, and fecurity to their properties and their lives, 
and to prevent any alfliftance being given to the enemy by thie difloyal 
and difaffeéted, his excellency has commanded me to communicate to you 
his pofitive orders, that you take the moft immediate and decifive meafures 
for difpofing of the military force under your command, aided by the yeo- 
manry corps, for immediately difarming all perfons fo commiffioned, or per- 
fons holding commiffions, the authority of the yeomanry act, or perfons act- 
ing under officers fo commiffioned, and after making fuch difpofition you 
are defired to carry fuch difarming into effect. 

His excellency gives you this full authority, in order to give your difcre- 
tion the greateft latitude, relying at the fame timc on your prudence and dif- 
cernment in the cxercife of it, fo that the peaceable and well-affected may 
be protected againft the evil defigns of thofe who have threatened their lives 
and property with deftruétion. 

His excellency further authorizes you to employ force againft any perfons 
affembled in arms, not legally authorized fo to be, to difperfe all tumultuous 
affemblies of perfons, though they may not be in arms, without waiting for 
the fanétion and affiftance of the civil authority, if in youropinion the peace 
of the realm, and the fafety of his majefty’s faithful fubjeéts may be endan- 
gered by waiting for fuch authority. 

His excellency further authorizes you to confider thofe parts of the coun- 
try, where the outrages before ftated have been committed, or where they 
fhall arife, as being in a ftate that requires all the meafures of exertion and 
precaution, which a country depending upon military force alone for its pro- 
teétion would requirc: and you are therefore required to ftation your troops 
with a view to interrupt communication between thofe whom you may have 
reafon to fufpeét of evil defigns ; to eftablifh patroles on the high roads or 
other paffes, and to ftop all perfons paffing and repaffing after certain hours 
of the night, and in order completely to carry into effect any orders or re- 
gulations which, in the circumftances of the cafe may be confidered by you 
as neceffary, you are authorized to iffue notices, ftating the regulations, and 
calling upon his majefty’s fubjeéts to be aiding and affifting therein. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. Tt. & 
General 
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Belfaft, Afarch 13th, 1797. 

WHEREAS the daring and horrid outrages in many parts of this province, 
evidently perpetrated with a view to fuperfede the laws and the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, by an organized fyftem of murder and robbery, have encreafed 
to fuch an alarming degree, as from their atrocity and extent, to bid defiance 
to the civil power, and to endanger the lives and properties of his majefiy’s 
faithful fubjects. 

And whereas, the better to effect their traitorous purpofes, feveral perfons 
who have been enrolled under the authority of his majefty’s commiffions, and 
others, have been forcibly and traitoroufly deprived of their arms, it is there- 
fore become indifpenfably necefflary for the fafety and proteétion of the well- 
difpofed, to interpofe the king’s troops under my command, and Ido hereby 
give notice, that J have received authority and directions to aét in fuch man- 
ner as the public fafety may require: I therefore hereby enjoin and require 
all perfons in this diftri€t (peace officers and thofe ferving in a military capa- 
city excepted) forthwith to bring in and furrender up all arms and ammuni- 
tion, which they may have in their poffeffion, to the officer commanding the 
king's troops in their neighbourhood. 

I truft that an immediate compliance with this order may rendez any act 
of mine to enforce it unneceffary. 

Let the people ferioufly reflect before it is too late on the ruin, into which 
they are rufhing; Jet them reflect on their prefent profperity and the miferies 
in which they will inevitably be involved by perfifting in aéts of pofitive 
rebellion; Jet them inftantly by furrendering up their arms and by reftoring 
thofe traitoroufly taken from the king’s forces, refcue themfelves from the 
feverity of military authority. Let all the loyal and well-intentioned act to- 
gether with energy and fpirit in enforcing fubordination to the laws, and 
reftoring tranquillity in their refpeétive neighbourhoods,. and they may be 
affured of protection and fupport from me. 

And I do hereby invite all perfons, who are enabled’ to give information 
touching arms and ammunition which may be concealed, immediately to 
communicate the fame to the feveral officers commanding his majefty’s forces 
in their refpective diftri€éts; and for their encouragement and reward, J do 
hereby promife and engage, that ftri€tand inviolable fecrecy fhall be obferved 
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with refpeé to all perfons who fhall make communication; and that every per- 
fon who fhall make it fhall receive a reward the full value of all fuch arms and 
ammunition. 


G. Laxe, Lieut. Gen. 
Commanding the Northern Diftrié. 


No. CV. 


By the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland—a Proclamation. (P. 627.) 


CAMDEN. 

WHEREAS there exifts within this kingdom a feditious 
and traitorous confpiracy, by a number of perfons ftiling themfelves United 
Trifhmen, for the fubverfion of the authority of his majefty and the parliament, 
and the deftruétion of the eftablifhed conftitution and government: and 
whereas, for the execution of fuch their wicked defigns, they have planned 
means of open violence, and formed fecret arrangements for raifing, arming 
and paying a difciplined force ; and in furtherance of their purpofes have fre- 
quently affembled in great and unufual numbers, under the colourable pretence 
of planting or digging potatoes, attending funerals and the like, and have 
frequently affembled in large armed bodies, and plundered of arms the houfes 
of many of his majefty’s loyal fubjeéis in different parts of the kingdom, and cut 
down and carried away great numbers of trees wherewith to make handles for 
pikes and other offenfive weapons toarm their traiterous affociates, and have au- 
dacioufly attempted to difarm the diftriét or yeomanry corps enrolled under his 
majefty’s commiflion for the defence of the realm, and even fired upon feveral 
bodies of his majefty’s forces when attempting to quell their infurrections ; 
and it is therefore now become neceffary to ufe the utmoft powers, with which 
government is by law entrufted for the fuppreflion of fuch traiterous at- 
tempts: and whereas the exertions of the civil power have proved inefte@iual 
tor the fuppreffion of the aforefaid traiterous and wicked confpiracy, and for 
the proteétion of the lives and properties of his majefty’s faithful fubjeéts. 

Now we, the lord lieutenant, by and with the advice of the privy council, 
having determined as far as in us lies to fupprefs fuch daring attempts, and at 
the fame time defirous to prevent the well-difpofed or mifled from falling into 
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the dangers, to which ignorance or incaution may expofe them, do by this our 
proclamation forewarn all fuch to abftam from entering into the faid traiterous 
focieties of United Irifhmen, or any of them, and from reforting to their meet- 
ings, or acting under their direétions or influence, or taking or adhering to any 
of their declarations or engagements, and from fuffering them to affemble in 
their houfes, or in any manner harbouring them. And we do firiétly charge 
and command, on their allegiance, all perfons having knowledge or informa- 
tion of the meetings of the faid focieties, or any of them, to give immediate 
information thereof to fome of his majefty’s juftices of the peace, or to fome 
officer of his majefty’s forces in the neighbourhood of the place where fuch 
meeting is intended. And we do forewarn all perfons from tumultuous or 
unlawful affemblies, or from meeting in unufual numbers, under the plaufible 
or colourable pretence aforefaid, or any other whatfoever. 

And we caution his majefty’s loyal and loving fubjeéts whenever fuch af- 
femblies fhall happen, or that they receive notice from any magiftrate or from 
the officer commanding any body of his majefty’s forces, to keep quietly 
within their dwellings, to the end that the well-difpofed may avoid the mif- 
chiefs, which the guilty may bring upon themfelves. 

And as it bas become neceffary, from the circuinfiances before mentioned, 
to employ the military force, with which weare by law entrufted for the im- 
mediate fuppreffion of fuch rebellious and traiterous attempts now making 
againft the peace and dignity of the crown, and the fafety of the lives and 
properties of his majefty’s loyal fubjeéts, we have therefore iffued the moft 
direét and effectual orders to all officers commanding his majefty’s troops, by 
the exertions of their utmoft force, and with their full power to oppofe all fuch 
as fhall refift them in the execution of their duty. 

And we do hereby ftriétiy charge and command all our officers civil and 
military, and all other lis majefty’s loving fubjeéts, to ufe their utmoft endea- 
vours to difcover all pikes, pike heads, conccaled guns and fwords, offenfive 
weapons or ammunition of any kind whatfoever. 

And we do hereby charge and command all perfons having in their cuftody 
pikes, pike heads, or concealed guns, fwords, oftenfive weapons or ammunition 
whatfocver, to deliver up the fame to fome magiftrate or officer of his ma- 
jefty’s troops, as they fhall anfwer the contrary at their peril. 

And we do hereby ftri¢tly charge and command all officers civil and mili- 
tary, and all other his majefty’s faithful fubjects, to be aiding and afiifting in 
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fuppreffing all traiterous, tumultuous or unlawful affemblies, and in bringing 
to punifhment all perfons difturbing or attempting to difturb the public peace. 

And whereas we have reafon to hope that many of his majefty’s fubjeéts who 
have joined the faid traiterous focieties, have done fo without having been ap- 
prifed of the extent of their crime, and others from intimidation, and that 
fuch may be willing to return to their allegiance---Now we being defirous to 
extend his majefty’s pardon to all fuch as are fenfible of their errors and will 
return to their allegiance, do hereby promife his majefty’s moft gracious par- 
don to all fuch perfons fo feduced and intimidated, as have taken an engage- 
ment to the fail focieties, or any of them, who fhall on or before the 24th day 
of June next furrender themfelves to any of his majefty’s juftices of tle quo- 
rum of the counties, in which they fhall refpectively refide, and take the oath 
of allegiance, and enter into fufficient recognizances, with two fufficient fecu- 
rities, if fecurities {hall be required by the magiftrate before whom fuch recog- 
nizances fhall be acknowledged, which recognizance every fuch magiftrate is 
hereby required to return to the next general feffion of the peace or affizes to 
be holden in and for the county, in which fuch recognizance fhall be taken 
refpedctively, to be of the peace and good behaviour for the {pace of feven 
years, fave and except all fuch as have been guilty of murder, confpiracy of 
murder, burglary, burning of houfes, corn or hay, ftacks of firaw or turf, ma- 
licioufly digging up or injuring or deftroying any potatoes, flax or hemp, rape 
or corn of any kind planted or fowed, or deftroying meadows or hay, maiming 
or houghing of cattle, adminiftering or caufing to be adminiftered any unlaw- 
ful oath or engagement to any of his majefty’s forces of any defcription, or 
inciting or encouraging any perfon to commit any of the aforefaid offences 
refpectively, and fave and except all perfons now in cuftody. 

Given at the Council Chamber in Dublin, the 17th day of May, 1797. 


W. Armagh, Altamont, Carleton, 
@lare, C. Glendore, Yelverton, 
Chas. Cafhel, Portarlington, J. Fofter, 

W. Tuam, Farnham, J. Beresford, 
Waterford, Carhampton, Denis Brown, 
Drogheda, Clonmell, T. Pelham, 
Weftmeath, Ely, H. Cavendith, 
Shannon, Gosford, H. J. Blaquiere, 
Clanbraffie, Meath, H. Langrith, 
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Theo. Jones, D. Latouche, Robert Rofs, 
Jof. Cooper, J. M. Mafon, Ifaac Corry, 
James Cuffe, Arthur Wolfe, S. Hamilton, 
Geo. Ogle, James Fitzgerald, L. Morres. 


Mr. Petham’s Letter to Lord Carhampton. 
Dublin Cafile, 18th Afay, 1797. 


MY LORD, 

THE lord lieutenant and council having judged it expedient 
to call upon his majefty’s troops to exert their utmoft force to fupprefs a fe- 
ditious and traiterous confpiracy of perfons ftiling themfelves United Inth- 
men, I am commanded by his excellency to tranfmit to your lordfhip a copy 
of the proclamation iffued on this fubje¢t, and to defire that your lordship will 
iffue the neceffary orders to the troops under your command in confequence 
thereof ; his excellency has direéted me to reprefent to your lordfhip, that as 
the traiterous and treafonable defigns of thefe confpirators extend to the fub- 
verfion of the conftitution and government, it will be neceflary to have re- 
courfe to their exertions. In thofe parts of the kingdom, where thefe defigns 
have been manifefted by aéts of open violence, it will be neceffary to give the 
officers of his majefty’s troops more precife directions for their conduét. In 
fuch parts of the kingdom as have been difturbed by noéturnal depredations, 
whiere the lives of his majefty’s loyal fubjects have been endangered by per- 
fons collected in arms, attacking and firing upon their houfes, and where af- 
femblies of perfons have been colle¢ted for the purpofe of unlawful cutting 
down trees or perpetrating other aéts of outrage, military precaution fhould be 
adopted for the fecurity of the lives and property of his majefty’s loyal fub- 
jects, and oppofing by the moft effeétual means fuch daring aéts of violence. 

Diligent enquiry fhould be made refpeéting any concealed arms or ammu- 
nition, and for pikes and pike-handles, and upon information thereof, officers 
commanding parties fhould be directed to fearch for and feize the fame. 

Any perfons armed with pikes or other weapons in refiftance of his majefty’s 
troops, to be confidered as rebels and treated accordingly ; all perfons exer- 
cifing themfelves in the ufe of arms under perfons not holding his majefty’s or 
the lord lieutenant’s commiffion are to be difarmed and apprehended, and in 
cafe of refiftance to be treated as rebels; and as it appears to be a part of the 
fyftem of thefe confpirators to take the opportunity of funerals and other oc- 
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cafions to affemble confiderable numbers of perfons, the officers of his ma- 
jefty’s army fhould be directed, in purfuance of this proclamation, to watch 
all fuch affemblies, and if from their number, or other circumftances, the public 
peace fhould appear to be endangered, they will difperfe them ; and as various 
attempts have been made to feduce his majefty’s troops from their duty and 
allegiance, you will direé all perfons of fufpicious appearance, who fhall come 
within the lines of any encampment, barrack, or other ftations of his majefty’s 
troops, to be detained. 

And his excellency further defires, that your lordfhip will, from time to 
time, communicate fuch inftruétions to the officers of his majefty’s troops as 
you fhall deem beft adapted for carrying into effeét his excellency’s procla- 
mation, and as local exigencies may demand. 

I have the honor to be, my lord, 
Your lordfhip’s moft obedient humble fervant, 

The Earl Carhampton, Tuomas PELHAM. 
Commander in Chief, &c. &e. 


No. CVI. 
Proceedings of the Freemen and Freeholders of Dublin and of Corke. (P. 634) 


AT a Meeting of the FREEMEN and FREEHOLDERS of the City of 
DUBLIN, convened by the High Sheriffs at the Royal Exchange, on Satur- 
day the sth of April, 1797, to confider of a “ Petition to the Throne, pray- 
“ ing the removal of his Majefty’s Minifters from his Councils for ever ;” and 
a petition to his Majefty to that effect having been produced, the queftion of 
adjournment was moved thereupon, and a divifion haying taken place, the 
fheriffs declared from the chair, that of the multitude aflembled in the hall 
they had no hefitation to fay, that the majority were againft the adjournment, 
but that at the fame time they felt it their duty to deciare, “that being as well 
‘“* acquainted with the citizens of their bailiwicks as any other perfons in the 
 aflembly, a very large number of thofe, who formed the majority were to 
“ their own certain knowledge neither freemen nor freeholders of the city of 
“ Dublin, but a multitude of men, who had tumultuoufly foreed the doors,and 

“ made 
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‘* made their way into the affembly ; and that, under that imprefiion, they 
“ fhould think it their duty to refufe putting their names to any proceedings 
of the day, though they would fit in the chair as long as their fellow-citi- 
zens fhould defire.”—Whereupon the freemen and freeholders who voted 
for the adjournment, anxioufly preffed for another meeting, in order that 
there might be a fair difcuffion of the petition; and the fheriffs declared that 
if fuch a meafure were adopted, they would take fuch precautions as would 
procure a chafte meeting of the freemen and freeholders only, by giving them 
tickets of admiflion ; and this they earneftly and repeatedly prefied, but hav- 
ing been objected to by the other part of the affembly, thofe who voted for 
the adjournment retired from the meeting, and came to the following 
refolution : 

“ Refolved, That any proceedings adopted at the faid meeting, are not, 
“¢ and cannot be confidered as the fenfe of freemen and freeholders of the 
* city of Dublin.” 

We, whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed, freemen and freeholders of the 
city of Dublin, agree to the above refolution. 


ee 


nw 


¢ 


To Thomas Gibbings and Edward Allen, Efqrs. High Sheriffs of the City and 
County of the City of Cork. 
GENTLEMEN, 

WE requeft that you will as foon as poffible convene your 
bailiwick, to take into confideration an humble addrefs to our moft gracious 
and beloved fovereign, upon the prefent alarming ftate of public affairs; pray- 
ing him to difmifs his prefent minifters in Great Britain and Ireland from his 
councils for ever, as the firft ftep towards obtaining a fpeedy, honorable, and 
permanent peace. 


John Cuthbert, fen. 


Wm. Beamith 
Rich. Kellet, jun. 
Wm. Leader 
George Stawell 
Win. Cuthbert 

St. Leger Aldworth 
Michael Rogers 
Richard Barrett 


Benj. Bousfield 
Wm. Crawford 
Francis Woodley 


Reuben Harvey, fen. 


R. De la Cour 
Thos. Cuthbert 


Reuben Harvey, jun. 


Thos. Rochfort 
Dominick Waters 


Edw. Hoare, M. P. 


Wm. Bleazby 
Wm. Stawell 
John Callanan 
John Terry 
Wm. Penrofe 
Wm. Penrofe 
Benj. Hayes 
Thos. Ware 


Abbot 


Abbot Trayer 
N. F. Coppinger 
Nicholas Therry 


Marcus Lynch, jun. 


Nicholas Mahon 
Heyward St. Leger 
Wm. Reynolds 
Wm. Coppinger 
Stephen Fagan 
Juftin Mc. Carthy 
John Moylan 
John Lyne 

M. 1. Fulham 
John H. Hofkins 
John Parks 

Rich. Chinnery 
William Flyn 

D. Shea 

D. Foley 

Henry Sadlier 
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Arthur G. Creagh 
Peter Trant 

John Martin 
Auftin Shinkwin 
J. Keller 

Samuel Perrott 
Benj. Hayes, jun. 
B. Foley 
John“Cremin 
John Unthank 
George Lombard 
Robert Burke 
Morgan Regan 
James Haley 
George Cotter 
Gerard Galway 
Rich. Maguire, jun. 
John Thompfon 
Rich. Fitton 
Cooper Penrofe 


271 


Rich. Moylan 
Thos. Gonnell 
Paul Abbott 

Philip Stackpole 
Cornelius Donegan 
Haac Kingfton 
Robert Simmons 
George Chinnery 
Thomas Mahon 
Rey. Chas. Beamifh 
Andrew O’Shea 
Johnfon St. Leger 
Ruffel Fitton 
James Fagan 
James Kelly 

it batiy, ol LD. 

} Sampfon Stawell 
+ Euftace Stawell 


The high fheriffs having refufed to comply with the above requifition, the 
freemen, freeholders, and citizens, qualified to be jurors, are requefted to meet 
for the above conftitutional purpofe, at the Tholfel, on the 20th day of May, 
at one o'clock in the afternoon. 

The freemen, freeholders, and citizens, qualified to be jurors, who were in- 
vited to meet the 20th inftant, “To take into confideration an humble Ad- 
“ drefs to our moft gracious and beloved Sovereign, upon the prefent alarm- 
“ ing ftate of public affairs, praying him to difmifs his prefent Minifters in 
“ Great Britain and Ireland, from his councils for ever, as the firft ftep to- 
“ wards obtaining a fpeedy, honourable, and permanent peace,” are requefted 
by the gentlemen who figned the requifition, not to affemble on that day, as 
a proclamation, dated the 17th inft. has been iffued by the lord lieutenant and 
council, “ forewarning all perfons from meeting in unufual numbers, wrder 
“ any pretence whatfoever.” 

Cork, Dfaypagy 1707. 


The Gentlemen’s names marked thus } were received after the requifition was delivered to the 
high fherifts, 
The 
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The gentlemen, who figned the above requifition, feel themfelves called on 
by their love of peace, of order, and of freedom, to ftate to the good fenfe and 
impartial judgment of the public their opinions and conduct; particularly to 
exprefs their apprehenfions relative to the late proclamation, which places 
this kingdom in a fituation awful and unprecedented. It is not neceffary to 
mention, how much interefted they are in the welfare of this country ; when 
the enemy menaced the coaft, their perfonal fervices and peculiar contribu- 
tions were not the leaft confpicuous or effectual amidft the general loyalty and 
patriotifm which prevailed. The peculiar calamities of the war they have 
long beheld, and feverely feel; its dreadful confequences to the commerce 
and to the conftitution, they cannot view without the deepeft anguifh. They 
fhudder in refleéting on the wafte of treafure, and the prodigality of human 
victims it has occafioned. They lament to fee public credit fhakem to its 
foundation, trade daily decaying, and manufaétures almoft annihilated, dif- 
truft and defpondency pervading all ranks of the community, thoufands of 
the lower orders unemployed, finking under poverty and wretchednefs, mi- 
uifters obftinately purfuing a fyftem dangerous to the liberty of the country, 
and ruinous to the intereft of the empire, prompt to irritate the feelings, but 
flow to conciliate the affections of the people; who, when this country was in 
danger, faw and acknowledged the zeal and fidelity of our Catholic brethren, 
but fo foon as that danger was removed, forgot their fervices, and rejeéted 
their claims. Judging from fuch conduét and effects, they apprehend that 
no confidence can be placed in the fincerity or capacity of thefe minifters, and 
looking to an immediate peace as the only probable means of refcuing the 
Britith empire from inevitable deftruction, they feel the fame folicitude that 
the authors and abettors of thefe misfortunes fhould be difmiffed for ever from 
his majefty’s councils. 

When they invited their fellow-citizens to affemble and deliberate on a 
queftion involving their national exiftence, they conceived, that they were 
adhering equally to the fpirit of the conftitution, as to the letter of the law. 
They confidered the right to petition for redrefs of grievances as inherent in 
the fubjeét ; they knew that right had been claimed, ratified and confirmed at 
the revolution of 1688 ; that it has fince been invariably exercifed, and was in 
the late Convention Act declared and recognized; they therefore confider it 
as interwoven with the principles of that Conftitution, which they have ever 
revered, and are refolved to fupport. 

After 
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After the proclamation was iffued, had they not recalled their invitation 
they would have dcemcd themfelves acceflary to the indignities and the mili- 
tary coercion, which might have been directed againft the unoffending loyal 
and peaceable inhabitants of this city, who might have felt it their duty to 
pour out their complaints to their gracious fovereign. rom this act of the 
executive power, which prevents “ any meeting in unufual numbers wieder 
“ any pretence whatfoever, and exprefiing the neceffity of employing military 
« power, and commanding the exertion of their wémof? force,” * they appre- 
hend additional misfortunes ; they fear that the introduction of military force 
may bring into difrefpect and difufe the civil power; tlicy are of opinion, 
that to check difcuffion—to fupprefs manly and open effufions of public 
{pirit, or of public complaint, may excite fecret difcontent and difaffection 
towards that government, which it is the duty of all good men to fupport, 
whilft affording protection and fecurity to life, property and liberty, againtt 
violence, rapacity, and ufurpation. Under the reftrictions of the proclama- 
tion they conceive, that no body of electors can fafcly aflemble to inftruct 
their reprefentatives, or to petition parliament; that falutary and conttitu- 
tional medium for conveying the defires, the withes, or the wants of the peo- 
ple is thus loft; all avenues to parliamentary enquiry, as to the legality of this 
proclamation, the neceflity that urged it, or the juftice which dirccted its ap- 
plication to this loyal city, are thereby thut up. 

Having thus delivered their opinions, and ftated the motives for their con- 
duct, the fubfcribers to the requifition have only to deplore the adoption of 
a meafure, that defcated their well-intended purpofes—and which in its ope- 
ration involving the innocent with the guilty, reftraining and coercing the 
loyal equally as the difaffected, diffufcs doubts, terror, and difmay. 

By the people of Great Britain and Ireland this event will not pafs un- 
marked---in ferioufly contemplating this deprivation of right, they will feel 
the infecurity of all their once boafted liberty. 

Cork, May 24, 1797. 


* Vide proclamation by the Jord-lieutenant and council, Dublin Caftle, 17th of May, 1797. 
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Copy of a Requifition made to the High Sheriff of the County of Kildare, 
of the names thereunto fubjoined, and of the Anfwers of the High Sheriff: 


To Rosert Latoucue, E/fy. High Sheriff of the County Kildare. 
San; 

YOU are hereby requefted to convene the freeholders and 
inhabitants of your bailiwick, in order to confider the propriety of petitioning 
his majefty, praying him to difmifs his prefent minifters from his councils for 
ever, and to adopt fuch meafures as may once more enfure to thefe countries. 
the bleffings of exterior and interior peace. i 


Leinfter B. Wills P.Dexer 
Cloncurry T. Swords Joal cons, 

N. Lawlefs R. Deafe C. Colclough 
J. Dillon C. Nangle John Henry . 
J. Huffey C. Aylmer Jofeph Henry 
W. Ponfonby J. Gorman G. Cockburne 
G. Ponfonby Rey. IN. Aine D. O'Reilly 
C. Lumm M. Lewis J. Fitzgerald 
E. Fitzgerald [Lord]  E. Walth J. Gorman 
James Ryan G. Lalor W. Carroll 
Robert Mercer Mau. B. St. L. Keatinge M. Taylor 
Wogan Browne T. Fitzgerald T. Devay 

G. Daker L. Manfergh D. Caulfield 
N. Cahill J. Medlicott T. Dunn 

G. Chapman T. Graydon J. B. Lewis 
P. Dunne J Lecion W. Fitzgerald 
Thomas Conolly he Avinier J. Cufte 

P. Lattin W. Sherlock. J. Fitzgerald, jun.. 
J. Taylor J. Haughton H. Phelim 

R. Hamilton P. Maher J. Moore 

D. B. Daly W. Wilkes 

A. O. Ferrall O. Walth 


Anfwer of the High Sheriff. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I HAVE received your requifition, defiring that I would 
conyene the freeholders and inhabitants of my bailiwick, in order to confider 
the propriety of a petition to his majefty, praying him to difmifs his prefent 
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miinifiers from his councils for ever, and to adopt fuch meafures as may once 
more enfure to thefe countries the bleflings of exterior and interior peace. 

I have allo received a paper, figned by a number of very refpectable magit- 
trates and freeliolders of the county of Kildare, who having heard that fuch a 
requifition was in contemplation, and being fully convinced that a general 
meeting at this juncture would tend to difturb the peace and tranquillity of 
the county, exprefs in the ftrongeft terms their difapprobation of fuch a mea- 
fure, and earneftly requett that I fhould not accede to any fuch requifition at 
prefent. 

Having confidered this difference of opinion among men of property in thie 
county, and being myfelf decidedly of opinion that fuch a meeting would be 
highly injurious to its peace and tranquillity, I cannot confiftently with my 
duty comply with your requifition. 

I have the honor to be, 
Gentlemen, &c. 
Ropert Latoucnue. 
To the Gentlemen, &e. 

In confequence of the above anfwer fuch perfons as figned the requifition 
are requefted to meet at the Eagle in Euftace-ftreet, on Monday next, the 15th 
inft. at two o'clock, in order to confider what fteps might be taken in confet 
quence thereof. 


No. CVI. 


Loyal Declarations of Catholics and Orangemen. (P. 643.) 


7th January, 1798. 

WE, the Roman Catholic inhabitants of the parifes of Ramoan, Aunoy, 
Ballintoy, in the county of Antrim, regretting juftly the difturbances, which 
have outraged and difgraced the northern parts of this kingdom, and feeling 
fentible of the paft errors, which many of our body have been led into by the 
deep defigns of wicked men, ftiling themfelves United Irifhmen; men who 
have been, and {till are, the prime caufers and fole movers of all the feditious 
proceedings, which have torn and difturbed Ireland; and detefting and 
abhorring as we do, from the bottom of our hearts, both their feditious prin- 
ciples and diabolical practices, do hereby declare, and in the moft folemn 
manner, pledge ourfelves to fupport, with our lives and fortunes, the bleffed 
conftitution of this country, and his majefty’s happy government, eftablifhed 
7M2 aniongtt 
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amongit us. Determined as we are, to exert ourfelves for the fuppreffion of 
rebellion and fedition within our diftriéi, we further deelare, that we have feen 
with indignation, their endeavours to fow difcord between thofe of our and of 
the Proteftant perfuafion; being truly fenfible that men, who have affociated 
or will affoeiate, like us, for the protection of the conftitution, can have no 
enmity to thofe, who are equally anxious for its prefervation, of whatever reli- 
gious perfuafion they may be; and we do hereby affure our Proteftant brethren 
of the above defcription, of our fincere affection for them, and our abfolute 
determination to eo-operate and join with them by every means in our power, 
for the fuppreffion of rebellion, the fupport of this happy eonftitution, the 
welfare of his majefty’s happy government, and in love and loyalty to his fa- 
ered perfon. 
Signed by Roger O’Murray, Pattor, Philip M‘Kelver, 
and by 508 Roman Catholic inhabitants 
of the aforefaid parithes. 


WE, the loyal inhabitants of the provinee of Ulfter, who have been ftiled 
Orange men, in remembranee of our glorious deliverer, King William the 
Third, think it incumbent on us, at this eritieal period, to deelare our faithful 
and fteady attachment to his majefty King George the Third, and to our va- 
Juable conftitution in chureh and ftate, as well as our gratitude for the blef- 
{ings we enjoy under the prefent government, and our happinefs in the fup- 
preflion of infurreétion and rebellion, and the reftoration of tranquillity in this 
province, by the exertions of the general officers and militia, aided by the 
zeal of the loyal inhabitants. 

We have read in the public papers, with much fatisfaction, the deelarations 
of the Roman Catholic inhabitants of feveral parifhes of this province: we 
have no doubt of the fincerity of fuch declarations: and that the Catholies of 
Ireland, fenfible of the benefits they enjoy, will not fuffer themfelves to be 
made the dupes of wieked and defigning men, for the moft diabolieal pur- 
poles; and we flatter ourfelves, that fueh deelarations will be embraced, and 
lave the happiett effects, in other parts of the kingdom ; fueh eonduét muft be 
aeceptable in the eyes of God and man. 

We declare moft folemnly, that we are not enemies to any body of people, 
on account of their religion, their faith, or their mode of worfhip, we confi- 
der every peaceable and loyal fubjeét our brother, and they fhall have our aid 
and protection. 

4: Anxious 
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Anxious to co-operate in preferving internal tranquillity, and repelling inva- 
fion, (fhould our foreign enemies be defperate enough to attempt it), we take 
this opportunity of declaring our readinefs to undertake any duty, in obedi- 
ence to the commands of his excellency the lord lieutenant. 


Willam Atkinfon Richard Taylor 
John Crofsle Hugh Watfon 
George Lendrum John Johnfton 
Edward Butler Abraham Dawfon 
Anthony M‘Reynolds Wilham Hazleton 
Samuel Jolinfton George Taylor 


And feveral thoufand loyal inhabitants. 
February 15, 1798. 


WE, the Roman Catholic inhabitants of the parifh of Cappoquin, in tlic 
county of Waterford, affembled at our chapel, on the 26th of December, 
1797, anxioufly embrace the earlieft opportunity of following the example of 
our fellow fubjeéts of the parifh of Calfraghtrin, and Grange of Inifpollan, in 
the county of Antrim, by expreffing our unfeigned loyalty, and our fincere 
coneern at the difturbed ftate of this country, which, until now, has been ever 
remarkable for a due obedience to the laws. 

We cannot more ftrongly exprefs our fentiments, than by adopting the de- 
claration of the above pariih, in juftly regretting the difturbances which have 
outraged and difgraced our hitherto peaceable country, and feeling fenfible of 
the paft errors which many of our body have been led into by the deep defigns 
of wicked men, ftiling themfelves United Irifhmen; who have been, and ftill 
are, the prime caufers, and fole movers, of all the feditious proceedings which 
have torn and difturbed Ireland, and detefting and abhorring as we do, from 
the bottom of our hearts, both their feditious and diabolical praétiees, do 
hereby declare, and in the moft folemn manner pledge ourfelves to fupport, 
with our lives and fortunes, the bleffed conttitution of this country, and his 
majefty’s happy govcrninent eftablihed amongft us. Determined as we are, 
to exert ourfelves for the fuppreffion of rebellion and fedition within our 
diftriG, we further declare, that we have feen with indignation their endea- 
vours to fow difcord between thofe of our and the Proteftant perfuafion ; 
being truly fenfible that men whohave affociated, or will affociate like us, for 
the protection of the conftitution, can have no enmity to thofe who are 

equally 
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equally anxious for its prefervation, of whatever religious perfuafion they may: 
be; and wedo hereby affure our Proteftant brethren of the above defcription, 
of our fincere affection for them, and our abfolute determination to co-ope- 
rate and join with them by every means in our power, for the fuppretiion of 
rebellion, the fupport of this happy conftitution, the welfare of his majefiy’s 
government, and in love and loyalty to his facred perfon. 

Signed by Thomas Flannery, parifh prieft, 

and 817 perfons. 


WE, the Roman Catholics of the parifhes of Ballinderry, in the counties of 
“Tyrone and Londonderry, think it our duty to come forward, and thus pub- 
licly declare, our firm and determined refolution of fupporting our gracious 
Sovereign, King George, and oppofing, with all our inight, his enemies, and 
the enemies of all we hold dear—our liberty, our religion. 

With unfeigned contrition we acknowledge, that many of our body were 
feduced from their duty and allegiance to the beft of kings, by the artifice 
and arguments of deligning men, ftiling themfelves United Infhmen; to 
their wicked defigns and diabolical practices we are indebted for all the out- 
rages that have difgraced the north of Ireland. 

With unfeigned concern we hear, that the emiffaries of that feditious body 
have been too fuccefsful in feducing many of our Roman Catholic brethren 
in the fouth of the kingdom, and that at this time, (as it was heretofore in 
the north) the country is difgraced with outrage, rapine, and murder. In 
the moft earneft manner we entreat the Roman Catholics in thofe difturbed 
parts, for the honor of the religion they profefs, to withdraw themfelves 
(before it is too late) from thofe wicked focieties—to acknowledge their error, 
and throw themfelves on the mercy of our lenient government; then, like us, 
they will receive pardon for their paft offences, and we hope, like us, will be- 
come dutiful and loyal fubjects. 

We are happy in declaring, that the moft perfect good underftanding has 
ever fubfifted between us and our Proteftant brethren—and we fhall ever 
endeavour to preferve it: like them, we ferve the fame God, and with them 
we are ready, with our lives and fortunes, to fupport our king and conftitu- 
tion. When, in other places, difgraceful outrages were committed, with us the 
moft perfect order was preferved; for that bleffing we are indebted to our next 
refident magiftrate, Andrew Newton, of Coagh, Efq. for whofe prudent con- 
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duct in that office, and the good behaviour of the Ballinderry yeomen under 
his command, our grateful acknowledgments are due. 

Refolved, That this declaration, with our fignatures, be delivered to Cap- 
tain Newton, with our requeft, that a copy of it be laid before his excellency 
the lord lieutenant. 

Ballinderry, Dec. 29, 1797. 


The above declaration is figned by Patrick Develin, Paftor, and all the 
Roman Catholics in the parifh, amounting to feveral hundreds. 


December 10th, 1797. 

WE, the Roman Catholic inhabitants of the parifh of Rathlin, in the coun- 
ty of Antrim, juftly regretting the difturbances, which have outraged and dif- 
graced the northern parts of this kingdom, and feeling fenfible of the paft 
errors which many of our. body have been led into by the deep defigns of 
wicked men {tiling themfelves United Infhmen ; men who have been and fill 
are the prime caufers and fole movers of all the feditious proceedings which 
have torn and difturbedl Ireland—and detefting and abhorring as we do, from 
the bottom of our hearts, both their feditious principles and diabolical prac- 
tices, do hereby declare, and in the moft folemn manner, pledge ourfelves to 
fupport with our lives and fortunes, the bleffed conftitution of this country, 
and his majefty’s happy government eftablifhed amongtt us, determined as we 
are to exert ourfelves for the fuppreflion of rebellion and fedition within our 
diftriéts. We further declare, that we have feen with indignation their en- 
deayours to fow difcord between thofe of our and the Proteftant perfuafion ; 
being truly fenfible that men who have affociated or will affociate like us, for 
the proteétion of the conftitution, can have no enmity to thofe who are 
equally anxious for its prefervation, of whatever religious perfuafion they may 
be. And we do hereby affure all our Proteftant brethren of the above de- 
fcription, of our fincere affection for them, and our abfolute determination, 
to co-operate and join with them by every means in our power, for the fup- 
preffion of rebellion, the fupport of this happy conftitution, the welfare of his 

majefty’s government, and in love and loyalty towards his facred perfon. 
Signed by Edward. M‘Mullan, Paftor of Rathlin. 
Alexander M‘Dounell, and by 180 
Roman Catholic inhabitants of the 

aforefaid parith. 
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No, CVIII. 
Crom. ) 
GENERAL ELECTION. 
To the Meeting of Freemen and Frecholders, afjembled at the Exchange, on 
Saturday, the 29th July. 
My Fettow Citizens, 


A SLIGHT indifpofition has prevented me from giving 
your refolution an immediate anfwer. When the country is put down, the 
prefs deftroyed, and public meetings for the purpofe of exercifing the right 
of petition to remove minifters are threatened and difperfed by the military, 
I agree with you that a general election is no more than an opportunity to 
exercife, by permiffion of the army, the folitary privilege to return a few 
reprefentatives of the people to a houfe occupied by the reprefentatives of 
boroughs. : 

Whien the Infh parliament was perpetual or provincial, it was of little mo- 
ment how that parliament was conftituted: but becoming independent, it 
became effential, that it fhould become conftitutional; and in order to be 
conftitutional, it was neceflary the commons fhould form an integral part 
thereof; fourteen years you gave to the experiment, and having failed, 
withdrew. You refufe to take a finall portion of that reprefentation, the 
whole of which belongs to you; you will not confirm an unjuft diftribution of 
your property, by becoming a poor-rent charger on a poor portion of your 
inheritance ; you refufe to give your fanétion to your exclufion; and will not 
attend a ceremony, which has proved the trade of the individual and the ruin 
of the country. While I entertain'fuch an opinion, I beg to exprefs my pro- 
found refpeéct for fome enlightened and valuable individuals, who differ from 
me; oppofed to their opinion, I fhould fufpeét my own if it were not fortified 
by yours. I think the people of this country are perfeétly right when they 
infift to be nothing lefs than the whole of the third eftate. The people are in 
contemplation of the conftitution only a part of the legiflature, but they are 
the whole of the commons. Is that too much? They gave the crown—they 
afk the reprefentation: they afk the reprefentation of that prince, to whom 
they gave the crown. Without derogating from any of thofe rights, which 
exift independent of any artificial formation, the people claim under the ge- 
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neral conftitution of the land, and under their own particular declaration of 
right to be an integral part of the legiflature. The conftitution tells them, 
that their liberty exifts in theirexemption from any laws, fave thofe, to which 
by reprefentation they confent: their declaration of right tells them that the 
king, the lords, and the commons of Ireland are the only body competent 
to make her laws, by which it is not only afferted that the Inith parliament is 
exclufively the Ivith legiflature, but that the people are an integral part thereof. 
If then the people are not fuffered to form that integral part, the conftitution 
of the realm and the claim of right are evaded and defeated. The minifter 
ftands in the place of parliament. He becomes the arbiter of your lives and 
fortunes, and transfers that dominion to the Britifh cabinet, on whom he 
depends, and thus re-impofes on this realm the legiflative power of another 
country. And when your minifters tell you, that the reform of parlianient is 
only a popular pretence, I cannot believe them to be in earneft: I with they 
had made the experiment: happy had it been for the country—happy had 
it been for themfelves ; they would then indeed have poffeffed but one-third 
of the conftitution, but they would not have loft the whole of the empire. 

Voreign difgrace leads naturally and of courfe to the fubjeét of domeftic 
oppreffion: I cannot here omit that part of your refolution which adverts to 
the barbarities committed upon the habitations, property, and perfons of the 
people, and beg to join with yours my teftimony again{ft fuch repeated, 
wanton, favage, abominable, and permitted outrages, barbarities, and mur- 
ders, fuch as no printer will now dare to print, left he too ihould be plundered 
or murdered for the ordinary exercife of his trade. 

I beg to take this opportunity of returning my thanks to the aldermen of 
Skinner’s-alley, who have expretfed their approbation of my conduct. I do 
believe our meafures were agreeable to the fenfe of the nation. I lament they 
were not feconded by the majority of parhament; if that majority whofe 
motives I do not difcufs, whofe infatuations I do lament; if that majority 
inftead of attaching itfelf to the court, had confidered itfelf as part and parcel 
of the people, they had confulted their dignity better. Why am I fuperior to 
minitters or viceroys? Becaufe I do not aflume to be fuperior to my fellow- 
citizens. Had that majority taken a proud poft, and identified with the 
people—had they feized the opportunity of doing juftice to Ireland, and 
inftead of voting millions without getting any thing for the country, fup- 
ported us in our motion to ameliorate the condition of the peafantry, in our 
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motion for an equal trade, in our attempts to emancipate the Catholics, and 
to reform the parliament, their country would now have liberty and peace, 
inftead of diftraétion at home, and negociation abroad. Where the Britith 
negociator remains with the Irifh boroughs about his neck, to pay for every 
felony the minifter has committed on the - - - -- - - 

You exprefs a with, that my public duty fhould not ceafe with my repre- 
fentative capacity. In that idea I entirely concur. My feat in parliament 
was but a part of my fituation ; the relationfhip to my country was higher 
and more permanent. The duty of a citizen is commenfurate- with his powers 
of body and mirm. 

I have the honor to be; 
With the greateft refpect, 
Your moft humble férvant, 
H. Grattan. 


To the Citizens of Dublin. 


HAVING feen an addrefs to. the citizens of Dublin, from my worthy col- 
league and friend Mr. Grattan, I feel it incumbent upon me, not only to take: 
the fame ftep, but alfo to ftate to you my moft perfeét coincidence of opi 
nion, with the whole of that addrefs; an addrefs of fuch comprehenfion, fuch. 
fublimity and truth, that he that does not feel its force muft be loft to every 
fenfe of humanity, juftice, and honor. 

As my friend’s addrefs has been in confequence of the probability of a 
fpeedy diffolution of parliament, I fhould be wanting both in gratitude and 
refpect, were I not immediately to feize the earlieft opportunity of returning, 
you my moft fincere thanks for your paft kindnefs, favor, and indulgence; in 
other circumftances I might have folicited, I might have afpired to a continu- 
ance of them, but till the parliament of Ireland is reformed, I renounce 
every thought of ever again entering the Houfe of Commons. 

To take leave of thofe, from whom one has experienced fo much as I have - 
from the citizens of Dublin, is a moft painful tafk. Proportionate, I may 
fay, with the joy and fatisfaétion with which we met, flufhed with hope, proud 
of your confidence, proud of feeling myfelf a willing and devoted fervant, I 
indulged in the fond illufion, as it has proved, of being inftrumental, with 
the reft of my friends, in advancing thofe meafures fo abfolutely neceflary to 
the falvation of Ireland, and which the nation had a right to expect would 
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‘be brought to a happy conclufion. Vain hope! vain ftruggle! accompanied 
by more ceafing regret, at having engaged to work in fuch a fruitlefs vine- 
yard. Icould not do it long; I early deferted the Irifh Houfe of Commons, 
but never you ; I did fo on conviction, thatif the honefty and talents of my 
friends combined were only the fport of their opponents, wallowing in cor- 
ruption, there could be little neceffity for the attendance of thofe, who, not 
pretending to the latter, made the former the only rule of their conduét. 

A feffion of parliament had not paffed, after the honor you had done me, 
before I was completely convinced, that without a reform of the parliament, 
the country could not be faved. Could I have thought that you would have 
difapproved of my abfence, I can only fay, that I would have dragged my 
perfon and my regrets day after day, and night after night, into that houfe, 
however irkfome it might have been to me, and although peculiarly circum- 
ftanced as to this country, you would ftill have found me at my poft, had 
there been the moft diftant profpe¢t of any one meafure propofed for the good 
of Ireland, ‘on an enlightened and comprehenfive fcale, being crowned with 
fuccefs. 

The time was, would that it could be recalled, when the people of Ireland, 
always patient, always enduring, looked to a reform of parliament as a pe- 
riod when, through the integrity of their reprefentatives and an ardent love 
for the welfare of the kingdom, fuch meafures might be purfued, with the 
concurring zeal of an ceconomical and wife adminiftration, as would have 
raifed the character of the nation, and detached our country from the ridi- 
cule of that frivolous fyftem, that often impofed, by the chara¢ter and appear 
ance of energy and decifion, only to relapfe into the moft perfidious derelic- 
tion of all principle whatfoever. 

At this awful crifis, when the refle¢ting mind wanders through the mazes 
of truth and error, in the teeming of eventful moments, we muft not defpair, 
though our affrighted country, with a defponding and unfteady hand, up- 

‘holds a mirror to our view, that glares upon our fight ; the {teady grafp fhifts 
it but a little, and its refleGtion true. All is not loft, Ireland mutt ftill be 
faved. Words get abroad; I have heard of United Irifhmen—their fyftem I 
know not—I cannot fuppofe it bad; but this I know, that want of fy{tem, 
want of union, want of cordiality, want of real patriotifm in all ranks, has 
hitherto been the ruin of our country. 

Again let me repeat my affurances of unalterable regard for you, my fel- 
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low-citizens, and my moft anxious wifhes for your profperity. May the 

lath of defpotifm beaverted. May the liberties for which our ancefters have 

bled, {till furvive all attempts at their extinction. Put your truft in that 

Providence, that alone direéts the blow, let the powers of this earth take what 

aim they may. Henry F1rzGEeRa.p. 
Boyle Farm, July 15, 1797. 


Woe HUB 


A Paftoral Letter to the Catholic Clergy of the united Diocefes of Waterford 
and Lifmore. By the R. R. Dr. Huffey. (P. 657.) 


DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN IN Curist, 


IN thefe critical and awful times, when opinions feem fpread- 
ing over this ifland, of anovel and dangerous tendency ; when the remnants 
of old oppreffion, and new principles which tend to anarchy, are ftruggling 
for victory, and which in the collifion may produce the ruin of religion ; when 
a moral earthquake fhakes all Europe, I felt no {mall afiliCtion and alarm, 
upon receiving the fuperior command of the head of the church, to prefide 
over the Catholics of thefe united diocefes, upon the death of your moft ve- 
nerable, and ever to be regretted prelate, your late bifhop. 

In the midft of thefe fears and alarms, it was a great confolation to me, to 
be affured of the piety, zeal, and loyalty of the clergy under my fpiritual 
care; and that their exertions were conftantly employed. to keep the laity 
within the bounds of religion, morality, and decorum. That no part of 
Ireland was more exempt from turbulence and infubordination to the laws, 
than this diftriét; and that the memory of the illegal injuftices and cruelties 
formerly praétifed in this country by men, who made religious diftinétions a 
ftalking horfe for political purpofes, is completely and happily effaced, I hope, 
for ever. 

It is upon you, very reverend, and dearly beloved brethren, that, under 
God, my reliance is, that the Catholic faith will produce its happy: effecis, in 
mending and improving the morals of the flock, which I commit to your 
care refpectively. Let me befeech you, to attach yourfelves to them, by fre- 
quently inftructing and exhorting them, efpecially as often as you approach 
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the facred altar ; and certainly you cannot fail to attach them to you, by fuch 
a pious, exemplary, and zealous conduct. Do not permit yourfelves to be 
made the inftruments of the rich of this world, who will try, by adulation, 
and poffibly by other means, to make infiruments of you over the poor, for 
their own temporal purpofes, and perhaps to render your facred miniftry 
odious to them. The poor were always your friends, they inflexibly adhered 
to you, and to their religion, even in the worft of times: they fhared their 
feanty meal with you, and with your predeceflors, and thereby preferved a 
fucceffion of {piritual paftors throughout the kingdom. If they had acted 
otherwife, conformed to the errors of the nation, and imitated the conduct of 
the rich, who not only fhut their doors again{ft you, but not unfrequently 
hunted you like wild beafts, I fhould not be able to addrefs the prefent refpec- 
table body of clergy under my {piritual authority. Such a confideration can- 
not failto enliven your zeal, and with affectionate attachment towards them, 
to impel you to inftruct them in their duties, to reftrain their errors, and to 
correct their vices. Argue, obfecra, increpa, in omni patientia, & docirina. 
Upon all proper occafions, /peak to them the words of eternal life, without 
fear or deference towards tle enemies of our holy faith. The paftor, who 
doth not act in this manner towards his flock, hath loft the grace of his vo- 
cation, or perhaps he never received it from God. He is the mercenary fhep- 
herd, defcribed in the feripture, who, upon feeing the wolf, runs away, and 
abandons his flock an eafy prey to him. 

At the fame time that I charge yon to avoid all political interferences, as 
unworthy the minifters of him, whofe kingdom is not of thisworld, I call upon 
vou to ftand firmiagamft all attempts, which may be made, under various 
pretexts, to withdraw any of your flocks from the belief and practice of the 
Catholic religion. Remonftrate with any parent, who will be fo criminal as 
to expofe his offspring to thofe places of education, where his religious faith 
or morals are likely to be perverted. If he will not attend to your remon- 
ftrances, refufe him the participation of Chrift’s body ; if he ftill fhould con- 
tinue obftinate, denounce him to the church, in order that, according to 
Chrift’s commandment, he be confidered as a heathen and a publican. 

If, inany of your diftriéts, the Catholic military frequent Proteftant places 
of worfhip, it is your duty to expoftulate with them, and to teach them how 
contrary to the principles of the Catholic faith itis, exteriorly to profefs one 
faith, and interiorly to believe another. That fuch hypoerify, even in the 
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eyes of the world, is mean and pufillanimous, as well as odious and abomi- 
nable in the fight of God. That the military garb they wear, implies a manly 
candour, which abhors fuch duplicity. That this manly candour is peculiarly 
the charaéter of an Irifh foldier, who ought not to be afhamed of openly pro- 
feffing the Catholic religion—the religion of Irifhmen. Inftruét them, that 
in all matters regarding the fervice of the king, their officers are competent 
to command them, and that they are bound to obey; but in matters regard- 
ing the fervice of the King of Kings, their officers have no authority over 
them. Their perfonal religion is their own natural, uncontroulable, impre- 
{criptible right, fubjeét to the fpiritual authority of the Catholic Church, 
and over which the laws of the land cannot enjoy a coercive authority. In 
all temporal matters, they are fubjeét to their temporalrulers. In all {piritual 
matters, they are fubje¢t to their {piritual rulers. Thefe two authorities, like 
parallel lines in mathematics, can never touch each other. By the fmalleft 
declination, they lofe even their name. Guard them from being deluded by 
the hacknied phrafe of liberality of fentiment. Surely liberality of fentiment 
does not confift in holding all creeds, and all forms of worfhip, to be equal! 
He who thus expreffes himfelf, is a latitudinarian, who defpifes all creeds— 
all forms of worflip! The man of true liberality is he, who confcientioufly be- 
lieves, and f{crupuloufly follows that creed, and form of worfhip, which is 
conformable to his confcience, yet lives in charity, in concord, in amity with 
all others, of every religious perfuafion. ‘The man of true liberality is he, 
who employs his confcience as the helm with which he fteers, in his religious 
voyage, leaving others to fteer theirs by a fimilar guide. The man of true li- 
berality is he, with whom a difference in religious opinions makes no dif- 
ference in focial life—living in equal harmony with all, and frequently be- 
ftowing more kindnefs, and more bounty, upon thofe who differ from him in 
religious opinions, when they want it, more than upon thofe of his own com- 
munion. ‘The man of true liberality is he, who, when raifed above the reft, 
to govern a great people, {corns to attend to the paltry diftin@ions of feé or 
party, fpurns from his prefence thofe interefted advifers of a dangerous 
faétion, who would difhonor him, and abufe the facred name of majefiy, to 
enrich themfelves ; but, like a true patriot, raifes te power and influence, 
thofe whom, in his confcience, he thinks of moft ability and integrity, to 
ferve king and country. To fum up the whole, the truly liberal man is he, 
who makes his religion the guide for his own perfonat and private condud, 
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and not a rule to guide, to govern, or to compel others to act againtft their 
confcience and their religion, 

The many compulfory means lately employed (and feveral inftances of 
them within this very diocefe not many days fince) to drive the Catholic 
military to Proteftant places of worfhip, alarmed. the é¢rwe friends to the king 
and his fervice, and every well-wifher to the peace and quiet of the country. 
Such unwarrantable fteps could not make profelytes of the Catholic military ; 
it might, in time, make them indifferent to.all forms of worfhip, and thereby 
jacobinize them upon the French fceale, and perhaps in the hour of danger, 
induce them to forget their duty and their loyalty, in order to be revenged 
of their perfecutors. 

O how different are the principles of a Catholic foldier, educated in the 
belief, and living in the fullexercife of his religion! He clearly convinces his 
countrymen, that military valour is not inconfiftent with religious piety; but 
that, on the contrary, they are natural allies. That when called to prote& 
-and defend: his country, he is fearlefs, and intrepid in the midft of danger ; 
his bofom glowing with this confideration, that his death upon his poft, pro- 
motes him to a fuperior poft in eternity. The unbeliever, who fees nothing 
beyond the grave, more naturally fhrinks from the danger of his diffolution, 
or if he feems to affume courage, it is either the brutal infenfibility of his tem- 
per, or an artificial mafk, which he puts on, to fcreen. him from the contempt 
which is fure to follow cowardice. But the courage and intrepidity of a true 
Catholic, is the difcharge of his duty, is a calm heroic intrepidity, which fees 
the danger in his road, but fees immortality beyond it. He marches cou- 
rageoufly on, fure that if he falls, it is to rife again beyond the grave. 
But when the unbeliever fees the danger, he fees nothing beyond it, and 
thinks, that if he falls, that moment puts a final and a fatal period to all his 
fchemes of ambition, of fortune, of pleafure, and that he /xks into eternal 
night, never—never to rife again. Surely fuch an impious idea is capable of 
tranfmuting even a naturally brave man into a cowardly fiave. Let me fay 
all in one fentence. ‘Thofe fentiments of intrepidity, of fidelity, of honor, 
which high birth and polithed education tmprefs upon tliofe: of an elevated 
{phere in life, cannot be fuperior to-the fentiments of fidelity, of courage, and 
of honor, which the Catholic religion, if fincercly belieced, and pioufly prac- 
tifed, would infpire into the loweft in the ranks; and whio, if his duty calls 


him, would fhew a courage and intrepidity equal to Alexander.and Cefar, and 
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as unfullied loyalty and integrity as thofe ftatefmen and generals, who regulate 
kingdoms, or who defend them. 

In all your proceedings, very reverend and dearly beloved brethren, avoid 
intermixing the politics of the world with the fublime and heavenly maxims 
of the Catholic religion; they have not the fmalleft conneétion with each 
other: the one is fpiritual, the other is temporal; the one regards the tranfi- 
tory affairs of this world, the other the eternal affairs of the world to come. 
As the Catholic faith is a religion preached to all nations, and to all people, 
fo it is fuitable to all climes, and all forms of government, monarchies or re- 
publics, ariftocracies or democracies. Defpotic or popular governments are 
not the concerns of the Catholic faith: it may well fuit a fimall feé to re- 
gulate its creed and form of worfhip, according to the fliape and form of go- 
vernment, of the limited boundaries where that feét arofe, exifts, and dies 
away. Not fo the religion, which the prophet foretold fhould extend from 
the rifing to the fetting fun, which has been propagated and promulgated 
from Peru to China, from the Eaft to the Weft Indies, from Pole to Pole, 
teaching the fame doctrine, adminiftering the fame facraments, and offering 
up the adorable facrifice of the Redeemer, wherever man is found, and God 
adored. It is therefore called the Catholic, or univerfal religion. It may 
well fuit the laity of your refpective diftriéts, to purfue their temporal con- 
cerns, and their temporal politics, by {uch ways as appear to them fair, peace- 
able, and loyal ; and their paft conduét is a proof that they are incapable of 
purfuing them by any other means. If their conduét has always been loyal 
and peaceable, even in the worft of times; if, even when religious penalties 
made them total ftrangers to their native land ; if, when the ruling party, 
with infolence in their looks, and oppreffion in their hands, ground them 
down, when fome of the moft powerful men in the nation declared in the fe- 
nate, that they hoped to fee the day when no Catholic would dare to fpeak 
to a Proteftant with his hat on; when even the courfe of juftice was pervert- 
ed, and the channels of it dried up, according to the prejudices and party 
views of the judges who fat upon the bench, and were paid for the impartial 
adminiftration of it, by taxes levied upon the oppreffed fufferers; yet even 
in thefe provoking times, if the body of Catholics remained inflexibly at- 
tached to their religion, and to their king, what have you to dread from their 
proceedings, when not only the judges are equitable and humane, but alfo a 
great part of thefe impolitic religious penalties are removed, and the reft of 
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them in fuch a ftate of progrefs to be totally removed ; that however a junto, 
for their own interefted or other finifter views, nay raife mobs to try to 
throw obftacles againft the total repeal of them, yet all their efforts muit be 
ufelefs. The vaft rock is already detached from the mountain’s brow, and 
whoever oppofes its defcent and removal, muft be crufhed by his own rath en- 
deavours. The popery laws are upon the eve of being extinguifhed for ever ; 
and may no wicked hand ever again attempt to divide this land, by making 
religious diftinétions a mafk to divide, to difturb, to opprefs it. 

Make your flock fenfible to the honor of being accounted a member of the 
Catholic communion, that they are not members of a fmall feét, limited to. 
that country where the feét itfelf was formed. ‘They are members of a great 
church, which has lafted more than 1700 years, which flourifhed in every part 
of the habitable world. In omnem terram exivit fonus eorum, & in fines terre 
verba eorum, and that Chrift has promifed that it will flounfh until time fhall 
be nomore. Ufgue ad confummationem feculi, porte inferi non prevalebunt 
adverfus eam. That confequently they fhould not be afhamed to belong to 
a religion, which fo many kings and princes, fo many of the moft polithed 
and learned nations of the world, glory in profeffing. 

Remind them, that two centuries of perfecution have tried in vain to per- 
vert them ; that the annals of the church, the hiftory of mankind, does not 
afford another example like theirs of perfeverance in their religious principles. 
That we find, in the hiftory of every other nation or people, that a much 
fhorter time was fufficient, by penal refiriétions of religion, to gain over the 
people to the religion of the ftate; but that two centuries of perfecuting 
laws, immenfe fums of money given by parliament to gain over profelytes, 
and levied upon thofe very people, whofe creeds they thereby endeavoured to 
purchafe, left ftill the great body of the nation faithful to that fpark, which 
St. Patrick lighted at the great altar of the Catholic Church, and fpread over 
thisifland ; and tliat nine-tenths of the nation at large, and ninety-nine hun- 
dredths of this diocefe are ftill faithful and fteady Catholics, notwithftanding 
what they and their anceftors fuffered for their fidelity, and for whicli tlicy are 
as unrivalled in the hiftory of the church, as infulated an exception to the 
prevaricating verfatility of man, as the geographical fituation of the ifland it- 
felf is to the reft of the world. 

That portion of the Catholics of Ireland, which God has committed to my 
{piritual care, I call upon you, very reverend and dearly beloved brethren, 
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as my coadjutors and affiftants, to aid me, by word, and by example, to in- 
ftruct, and to feed, with the word of falcation, and with the bread of angels. 
It is a laborious, but it is alfo a meritorious, and an honorable employment. 
It forms the ftrongeft bulwark to the ftate, by being the beft fupplement to 
the laws; which, without morals, are vain. A faithful difcharge of thefe 
duties, will form our crown, and our glory, when, at the laft day, the Su- 
preme Paftor will come to judge us, and to judge the world. 


A Letter from Mr. Burke to Dr. Huffey. 


Aly Dear Frienn, 

I HOPE in God this letter will find you in Ireland. From 
the moment that the government who employed you betrayed you, they de- 
termined at the fame time to deftroy you. They are nota people to ftop fhort 
in their courfe. You have come to an open iffue with them. On your part 
what you have done has been perfectly agreeable to your duty as a Catholic 
bifhop and a man of honor and fpirit. Whether it is equally agreeable to 
thofe rules of circumfpeét prudence, which ought to have their weight per- 
haps in anenflaved country, may admit of fome queftion. That many of your 
people will be ready to condemn you is very probable: it is more than pro- 
bable that they will give you but a feeble fupport, however the lefs you have 
to rely on others, the more you are to rely upon yourfelf. There is nothing 
{ with for more than to have fome converfation with you. But if juft now 
you were to come to England, it would be conftrued into a flight from the 
attack of Lord ——-— and Mr. —, at the fame time that you will na- 
turally aét in a manner agreeable to the courageous difpofitions, which you 
have from principle, from difintereftednefs, and a degree perhaps from men- 
tal conftitution, you will be careful to preferve that temper, in which the con- 
flict which I fear you will be called to will certainly require. I expeét you 
will be called before Lord D~-—’s committee. I did not conceive that a 
man of fo little eftimation in either kingdom, would have the lead of the 
IToufe of Lords committed to him, without fome purpofe, that required that 
kind of inftrument. I therefore am of opinion, that inftead of coming di- 
rect fron W——d to England, you ought to go without delay to Dublin. 
How could they expeét that you, a Catholic bithop, fhould not prefer your 
own religion to all others? How could they expeét, that you fhould be of 
any other opinion than mine, in which you know we frequentiy agreed, 
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“ that if the Catholics were feduced or bullied from the only religion they 
* have or can have, they muft fall into indifference or into a@tual atheitin, 
“ or its concomitant direét tendency, aétnal rebellion.” How could they 
expeét, that if you as a Catlhiolic paftor, did not ftrongly affert the advantages 
and pre-eminence of your own religion, yet asa good citizen you would en- 
deavour to keep the people attached to the only religion which they can pof- 
fibly have. How dare they affert it is not the religion of the country, in 
which more than 100 to 1 in your diocefe are of your communion. If they 
fhould fay, as that buffoon D——n does, that this is the religion, of the com- 
mon people, it is only to fpeak more in its favor, becaufe it is for them that 
all religion, and eminently the Chriftian religion is meant for a guide, fora 
control and for a confolation. TThefe are principles you have always held. 
To be fure Chrift himfelf has given as a conclufive proof in his anfwer to 
John the Baptift of his divine miffion, that the gofpel was preached to the poor. 
The other part of the divine anfwer, if you cannot imitate in miracle you 
may as you have always done imitate in charity. As to what you faid to 
the foldiers, why fhould it be wrong in you to fay of them exaétly what 
Tertullian has faid of the Roman foldiers in his day? You cannot alter the 
language of the church, and I believe there is no Proteftant paftor (and I 
believe you may appeal to his Grace of Cafhel) who fhould attempt by any 
rigor infliéted or threatened to bring his people to mafs. Who would or could 
mean any other language than what you have done? The great point for 
you (as I wrote to you before in my firft long letter, becaufe I knew that the 
caftle junto do abfolutely deny the fact) is to eftablith the circumftance either 
of menace, coercion, or punifhment as the cafe may be. When you have 
bottomed yourfelf well upon thefe faéts, you need not be afraid to meet the 
vindical Lord D—— upon this ground. I fhould not be forry, that the Ca- 
tholicity of this nobleman’s family fhould be alleged as an excufe for think- 
ing well of your religion, for that whatever refpect you have for the prefent 
Lord D——, you cannot think better of him than you did of the old lord, 
who certainly had been a moft zealous Catholic, that if any perfon of thofe 
families became more enlightened you could have no objeétion to it, but you 
could not think the better of them on account of their converfion, and that 
you hoped they would not perfecute you on principles which would equally 
well have juttified a perfecution of their anceftors and neareft relations. That 
you would heartily with, that every man in the kingdom had as much zeal 
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for the crown, and as much abhorrence for jacobinical principles as you have 
fhewn. I revert to it again, you cannot leave Ireland until you have feen 
Dublin. There is a direct attack intended to be made onall your epifcopacy. 
Dr. Troy has not fared better than you, notwithftanding his caution and the 
fermons he has publifhed againft the taking of oaths. For I have this day 
a letter from a moft refpectable.and dignified clergyman of the church of 
England, in which he tells me, that the Dublin caftle runners in London 
propagated every where, that this prelate actually had taken the oath of 
united Irithmen. If you have not wifdom enough to make common caufe, 
they will cut you off one by one. If you are called on, my opinion is, that 
you ought to recapitulate all the proceedings at Laughlinftown, and to ftate 
that you confider that as the pledge of government, that on your going to 
Ireland you would find the fame courfe perfevered in. That let them deter- 
mine what they will, you are determined to do your duty. That if you have 
exprefied your apprehenfions from the perfons commonly called the janio, it 
is nothing but what you are juftified in by their own repeated declarations of 
diflike to your whole body, and the repugnance which they have always pub- 
licly expreffed againft the repeal of the feveral perfecuting and difqualifying 
laws. This laft is only a hint in cafe they fhould urge you upon the point. 
I feel as much concerned in you as if I was in my own perfon in Ireland, and 
in your fituation, becaufe you know I advifed you to accept the D——e of 
Pp———d’s invitation ; though I confefs (and I am fure you remember) that 
I trembled at your being committed at fuch times and with fuch people: but 
I thought it an imperious duty, and fo did yourfelf to do every thing in your 
power to check the growth of jacobinifm upon one hand, and oppreffion, 
which is its beft friend, on the other. I hope you have put down what you in- 
tended about the proteft you entered into with the D e of P———d 
and Mr. P—t. Adieu. Iam with little ceremony, but great truth, 
Yours, &c. &c. 
Bath, 16th ALay, 1797. Ex (Be 


Another Letter from Mr. Burke to Dr. Huffey. 


My Dear Sir, 
You will eafily believe, I am in the higheft degree intereft- 
ed in any thing, with which you are conneéted, particularly in the moft im- 


portant object, by which you are now detained in Ireland. I wrote to you by 
Sir 


APPRENDI. 293 


Sir George Shee. I hope you have got that letter; not that it contains any 
thing very material, but that I hope you will not think me inattentive to 
you or your moft important purfuit ; for a long time I have had no informa- 
tion, or nothing which deferves the name, about what you are doing. I hear, 
and am extremely alarmed at hearing, that the chancellor and the chiefs of 
the benches are among your truftees: if this be the cafe, fo as to give them 
the power of intermeddling, I muft fairly fay, that I confider, not only all 
the benefits of the inftitution to be wholly loft, but that a more mifchievous 
project was never fet on foot. I fhould much fooner make your college, accord- 
ing to the firft aét of parliament, a fubordinate department of our Proteftant 
univerfity, abfurd as Lalways thought that plan to be, than to make you the 
inftrument of the inftruments of the jobbing fyftem. Iam fure that the con- 
ftant meddling of your bifhops and of the clergy with the caftle, and of the 
eaftle with them, will infallibly fet them ill with their own body; all the 
weight, which hitherto the clergy have had in keeping the people quiet, will be 
wholly loft if once this fhould happen; at beft you will have a marked fchifm, 
and more than one kind, and Lam greatly miftaken if this is not intended, and 
diligently and fyftematically purfued. J am fteadily of my old opinion, that 
this affair had better be wholly dropped, and the government boon with ci- 
vility and acknowledgment declined, than to fubjeét yourfelves and your re- 
ligion to your known and avowed enemies, who conneét their intereft with 
your humiliation, and found their own reputation on the deftruétion of yours. 
I have faid fo much on this point already, that I fhall trouble you no more 
about it. As to the committee of lay Catholics, I am forry for a tone of 
jacobinifm that was adopted by fome of its principal members, but ftill more 
fo, that it has been diffolved : the bad principle might have been kept under. 
Nothing ever can fave you without fome committee of the kind. I with fome- 
thing of the fort re-eftablithed ; your enemies are embodied, what becomes 
of you if you are only individuals ! 

Mr. Hay of the county of Wexford, who came hither with an addrefs 
from that part of Ireland, is on his return to you, and takes this with him. 
I like him very much, heis a zealous, fpirited, and aétive young man. He 
has one project in hand of great extent, and fome difficulty, but like to be 
of great ufe: it is to make an exact enumeration of the inhabitants of Ire- 
land, diftinguifhing their religion. The fpecimen he has {hewn ine if it is 
perfect; and I have no doubt, that with the afliftance of the Catholic clergy 
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(without whom nothing of that fort can be done) a very ufeful work towards 
every plan of political economy may be formed. I am fure every one mutt 
be fenfible of the truth of Lord Fitzwilliam’s affertion, on feeing Mr. Hay’s 
plan, that the depreffion of the Catholics is not the perfecution of a feét, but 
tyranny over a people. In the provinces of Ireland (out of the cities) it is 
almoft literally true in fubitance and effeét; it is true of the whole in the 
parts marked in his paper, the Proteftants are not as one to forty-five; and 
on the whole I do not think, that the county of Wexford is much more Ca- 
tholic than the other counties in Leinfter and Munfter. I know that an ill 
handle may be made of this work, but fo there is, and fo there will be of 
every thing done for the good of that country ; but this invidious reprefen- 
tation is not of fo much prejudice as the knowledge of important truths will 
be of advantage to you, to the country, and to a confiderate government. 

Mr. Hay is fo good as to take over to you fome books of your late dear 
friend,* to be prefented as memorials of the deceafed to the new college, or to 
that of Carlow, as you think beft. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

Beaconsfield, June 9th, 1798. EDMUND BuRKE. 

To the Rev. Doéor Huffey, Catholic College. 
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Addrefs of the Roman Catholics of Ireland. (Page 700.) 


The Addrefs of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, prefented to his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, on Wednefday, May the 30th, 1798. 
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

WE, the underfigned, his majefty’s moft loyal fubjeéts the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland, think it neceflary at this moment publicly to 
declare our firm attachment to his majefty’s royal perfon, and to the conftitu- 
tion, under which we have the happinefs to live; we feel, in comnion with 
the reft of his majefty’s fubjeéts, the danger, to which both are expofed from 
an implacable and enterprizing enemy menacing invafion from abroad, and 
from the machinations of evil and difaffeéted men confpiring treafon within 


* Tis fon the late Richard Burke. hi 
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his majefty’s kingdom ; under thefe impreffions, we deem it neceflary to re- 
move, by an open and explicit declaration, every idca of countenance afforded 
on our part to a conduét bearing even the appearance of indifference and in- 
difcretion, mucli more to a conduct holding forth fymptoms of difafiection 
and hoftility to the eftablifhed order of government in this kingdom, in the 
prefervation of which, though we differ from it in fome points of {piritual con- 
cern, we feel too deeply interefted to look with an indifferent eye at its 
overthrow. 

Allow us then to affure your excellency, that we contemplate with horror 
the evils of every defeription, which the conduét of the French republic has 
produced on every nation hitherto weak enough to be deluded with its pro- 
mites of liberty, and offers of fraternity ; we anticipatc fimilar misfortunes as 
awaiting this his majetty’s kingdom, in the deprecated event of fuccefsful in- 
vafion; with confidence we date our determination not to be outdone by any 
defcription of our fellow fubjeéts, in zealous endeavours for averting that ca- 
lamity: and that although anxious to enjoy, free of every reftriétion, the full 
benefit of our conftitution, we reject with indignation any idea of removing 
the reftritions, under which we ftill labour, by means of foreign invafion, or 
by any other ftep inconfiftent with the known laws of the land; we prefer, 
without hefitation, our prefent ftate to any alteration thus obtained ; and with 
gratitude to the beft of kings, and to our enlightened legiflature, we acknow- 
ledge fuch a thare of political liberty and advantage, already in our poffeffion, 
as leaves us nothing to expeét from foreign aid, nor any motive to look elfe- 
where, than to the tried benignity of our fovercign, and the unbiaifed deter- 
mination of the legiflature, as the fource of future advantage. 

We cannot avoid exprefling to your excellency our regret at feeing, amid 
the general delufion, many, particularly of the lower orders, of our religious 
perfuafion engaged in unlawful affociations and pra¢tices. Yet we truft that 
your excellency’s difcernment will lead you to make every juft allowance for 
the facility, with which men open to delufion from their fituation in life, are 
led aftray from their political duty: it fall be our endeavour to call fuch 
men to a fenfe of that duty, by pointing out to them, how ineonfiftent their 
conduét is with their real intereft, and how contrary to the maxims of reli- 
gion which they profefs ; nor fhall we lefs endeavour, by our condutt, to con- 
vince all deferiptions of our fellow-fubjeéis, how much we are impreffed with 
the ueceffity of laying afide all confiderations of religious diftinctions, and join- 
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ing in one common effort for the prefervation of our conftitution, of focial 
order, and of the Chniftian region, againft a nation whofe avowed principles 
aim at the deftruction of them all. 

We requeft your excellency will make thefe our fentiments known to his 
majefty, and we rely with confidence on your excellency’s acknowledged can- 
dourand generofity, that you will reprefent us in that light, to which we ven- 
ture to hope our condué and principles have given us a juft claim. 

FINGAL, SOUTHWELL, 
GORMANSTOWN, KeErMmareE, 
With feventy-two baronets, gentlemen of diftinétion, and pro- 
feffors of divinity, together with the Rev. Peter Hood, 
D. D. prefident of the Royal College of Maynooth, for 
himfelf and the profeffors and ftudents of faid college, and 
above 2000 whiofe names are too numerous to be inferted. 


‘The following Addrefs was prefented to his Excellency the Lord Licutenant 
by the Earl of Fingall, Vifcounts Gormanfiown, Southwell, and Kenmare, 
the Rev. Dr. Troy, the Hon. Mr. Barnewall, Denis Thomas O’Brien, Hugh 
Hamil, and George Goold, Efqrs. and figned by great numbers of Roman 
Catholics of Dublin, and of other parts of the kingdom : 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

WE, the underfigned Roman Catholics, his majefty’s moft 
dutiful and loyal fubje&s, beg leave to approach your exccllency with our 
warmett congratulations on your excellency’s appointment to the government 
of this kingdom. 

Firmly attached to his majefty’s royal perfon and family, and to the prin- 
¢eiples of our excellent conftitution, we cannot omit this opportunity of ex- 
prefling to your excellency our deep concern and regret, at feeing in this 
kingdom the exiftence of a rebellion, threatening the deftruétion of each. 
We beg leave to affure your excellency, that we are determined to {pare no 
exertion in our power for {topping its progrefs; and that, however our reli- 
gious tenets may prevent us from fubfcribing fome of the tefts, which, by fome 
of the exifting laws, are required as qualifications in certain inftances, yet 
none of thefe tenets militate againft the principles of our happy conftitution. 
Our religious principles lead us to refift all rebellious conduct, as well as every 
fpecies of turbulence and infubordination, and our individual attachment to 
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his majefty and the conftitution further invites us to fuch refiftance ; by thefe 
principles your excellency will find our conduét ever guided, and led by them 
to a zealous co-operation with all others of his majefty’s loyal fubjecis. We 
anticipate with confidence, under the direction of your excellency’s acknow- 
ledged military and political talents, a fpeedy determination of the prefent un- 
happy ftate of this his majefty’s kingdom, and an early reftoration of the blef- 
fings of internal peace and tranquillity. 


The Lord Lieutenant's Anfwer. 


I HAVE the higheft fatisfaction in receiving your addrefs. 
The loyalty of the principles you profefs will, [ doubt not, be fully evinced by 
your public and efteétual exertions. The prefent unhappy conjunéture calls 
equally upon men of all religious perfuafions to mark their attachment to their 
fovereign and our conftitution, by counteracting the fpirit of anarchy and 
rebellion, which had difgraced the country. The influence of your example 
and authority may be of effential fervice, and you may be affured of my de- 
termination to do juitice to your efforts, in reprefling every f{pecies of turbu- 
ience and infubordination. 


Wo.*CXI1. 


(Page 710.) 


The following Declaration and Addrefs have been tranfmitted by James 
Stewart, Efg. of Killymoon, and laid before the Lord Lieutenant : 

WE the Diffenting Congregation of Cookeftown, in the 
county of Tyrone, affembled at our Meeting-houfe, on the 27th of May 
1798, feel ourfelves called upon, at this important and alarming period, to 
come forward and exprefs our attachment and loyalty in this public manner 
to our king and the conftitution, and pledge ourfelves, to the utmoft of our 
power, to preferve the peace and good order of the community, and prevent, 
as far as our influence fhall extend, that anarchy aud confufion, which are fo 
lamentably difgracing other parts of the kingdom. 

Signed, by order of the feflion, 
“Joun Davis, Minifter. 
Voir. I. 7 Pp And 
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And we do alfo requeft that James Stewart, Efq. of Killymoon, will pre- 
fent thefe our fentiments to his excellency the lord lieutenant. 


The Addrefs of the Roman Catholics of the parifh of Defartcreat and Derry- 
loran, in the county of Tyrone, unanimoufly agreed to at their refpective 
chapels, on Sunday the 3d day of June, 1798, to be prefented to his Excel- 
lency the Lord Lieutenant. 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

WE, the Roman Catholic inhabitants of the parifh of De- 
fertcreat and Derryloran, underftanding with the utmoft concern that moft 
daring outrages have, for fome time paft, difgraced our unfortunate country, 
and which, in fome parts of the kingdom, feem as yet difturbing the public 
peace, do think it neceffary at this moment of alarm, (when many of our un- 
fortunate countrymen, and, amid{t the general delufion many of our religi- 
ous perfuafion, are engaged in thofe unlawful praétices,) publicly to declare 
our firm attachment to his gracious majefty’s royal perfon, and the confti- 
tution under which we have the happinefs to live. Under thefe impreffions, 
we alfo think it neceffary to remove, by an explicit declaration, every idea 
which may be entertained of our affifting or even countenancing the conduét 
of thefe mifguided people, who are attempting to introduce into our country 
anarchy and confufion: and we pledge ourfelves, folemnly and without hefi- 
tation to protect, at the hazard of all we hold moft dear, the perfon of our moft 
gracious fovereign King George the third, and the conftitution of this king- 
dom, againft all enemies foreign or domeftic, who are now or may hereafter 
difturb the public peace or tranquillity. 

Signed by upwards of 1000 of the inhabitants of faid 

parifhes in the prefence of 
ArtTuurR Tecart, Parifh Prieft 
N. B. The fignatures may be feen with Mr. Tegart. 
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Roman Catholic Chapels deftroyed or damaged during the late Rebellion. 
(Page 726.) 


County of Wexford and Ferns. 


County of Wexford and Ferns. 


Denominations. Dates. Denominations. Dates. 
Boolevogue, Whitfunday,27 May,1798|Adamftown, damaged 1 Sept.1799 
Maglus 30 ditto Gucrane - - Ok. 
Arklow g June Gurnacuddy, damaged ditto 

tamfgrange 19 ditto Glanbryan - 13 Mar.1800 
Drumgold 21 ditto Ballimakefy —- - 16 July 
Ballymurrin 22 ditto Camie - - 3 Sept. 
Anamoc 28 ditto Davidftown, damaged Oe. 
Pi a a Arch-diocefe Dublin, County Wichlow. 
Rock 12 O4. Arklow - - g June179s 
Ballyduffe 19 ditto Roundwood - 26 ditto 
River 19 ditto { Anamoe - - 28 ditto 
Bitinatecd 25 ditto Annacorra (Diocefe Ferns) 2 Sept. 
Clologne 26 ditto Wicklow, damaged) 2 ditto 
—— 18 Nov. Kilpatrick - 1mMOG, 
@alas: awaits Ballinvolagh - - 11 ditto 
Ballygarret 15 Jan.1799 Killeveny (Diocefe Ferns) 11 Nov. 
Ballynamonabeg 24 Feb. Caftletown : - ditto 
Murntown 24 Apr. Afhford - 25 Jan.1799 
Monomolin 3 May Glenaly : ; Feb. 
Kieth 15 diate Kilquiggan, on Eafter Sunday 
Diaiiieleown Taal (Diocefe of Leighlin) 24 Mar. 
mi in i CountylV ich los, Arch-diocefe of Dublin. 
Litter, damaged 29 ditto Johnftown : 20 Apr.1799 
Blackwater, ditto 29 ditto Wicklow Abbey, refidence 

Monageer 1 July of the Parifh Prieft - 12 July 
hillely 1 Sept. Kalmurry - - 23 Aug. 

722 Dene- 


300 APPENDIX, 


Denominations. Dates. Denominations. Dates. 
Newbridge,partly deftroyed, Nov.1799| Queen’s County, Diocefe of Leightin. 
Maceredin, otherwife Curyf- Stradbally - 24 June1798 

fort : Marchi800 County Diocefe of Meath. 
County of Kilkenny, Diocefe of Offory.|Dunbayne ‘ - 20 May1798 
Rofbercon, near New Rofs 18 Dec.1798 County Cavan. 

Corren, near Kilkenny A July!799)Killefhandra, Diocefe of Kil- 
Murkally, ditto - ditto more - -  July1800 
Tullagher, near Rofbercon Sept.1800,Caolency, ditto - - ditto 

County Carlow, Diocefe of Leighlin. King’s County. 

Clonmore - - 6 Mar.1799|Shinrone, Diocefe of Killaloe, 

Hacketftown, on Eafter-day A May County Dublin. 

Rathloe - Aug. Ballyboghill, Arch-diocefe of Dublin, 

Newtown, damaged - Mar.1800} accidentally deftroyed by foldiers 

County Kildare. before the rebellion. 

Kildare, Diocefe of Kildare 4 June1798 County Cork. 

Caftledermot, (Arch-diocefe Kilbrogan, near Bandon, deftroyed be- 
of Dublin) - 28 Mar.1799| fore the rebellion, or at the com- 

Athy, ditto - - May mencement of it, by Scotch foldiers. 


In all fixty-nine chapels deftroyed or damaged, of which fifty have been 
furveyed, and compenfation allowed and paid by order of government, which 
has likewife ordered the others to be eftimated.---Dublin, 6th May, 1801, add 
the parish prieft’s houfe at Wicklow. 


No. CXIII. 
Mr. Hay’s Letter to the Rev. Mr. Gordon. (Page 742.) 


Rey. Sir, 

AS you have publicly profeffed a wifh to be informed of 
any involuntary errors contained in your hiftory, when fpeculative opinions 
fupply the place of faét, and are fo prevalent, hearfay evidence, whether oral, 
manufcript, or printed, is to be received with the greateft caution, and 
the greateft fuperiority of ocular information to any other, induces me, from 

my 
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my perfonal knowledge of faéts, to fend you, along with my own opinion, 
auxiliary documents, that cannot fail to convince you that the introduction of 
my name into your hiftory is not fuch as Iam entitled to, and I hope your pro- 
feffions of liberality and candour may be realized in doing juftice to my pre- 
fent communication. According to the plan contained in Mr. Byrne’s cir- 
cular letter, two perfons deputed from each Catholic congregation in the 
county of Wexford, affembled at Ennifcorthy, on the 29th of July, 1792, 
where they eleéted delegates to reprefent the county in the general committee 
of the Catholics of Ireland; I attended this meeting as a voter from the con- 
gregation I belong to, and had the honor of being elected one of the delegates 
for the county of Wexford, fo that the intermediate ftep of baronials (which 
you mention in your hiftory) had but a {peculative exiftence, invented I do 
naturally fuppofe, for the purpofe of aflimilating the Catholic committee with 
the fyftem of United Irifhmen, a circumftance totally devoid of truth, as no 
kind of communication exifted between them. In order that the mecting of” 
the general committee fhould be publicly attended, propofals were made to 
hire the Rotunda and other public places, which could not be obtained. Such 
difappointment was the more confpicuous, as fuch refufal was not fignified to 
many other applications of the fame kind, fo that no other place but the Tay- 
lor’s-Hall, in Back-Lane, could be obtained, which precluded the poffibility 
of being able to admit any but the delegates, as it was fcarcely fufficient to 
contain them, and thus was the committee fruftrated in having their affembly 
publicly attended. The firft meeting of this general committee took place in 
December, 1792, for feven days only; which you mention to be many weeks; 
and the fecond and final meeting was for eight days, from the 16th of April, 
1793, to the 25th only, meeting on Saturday the 20th, being in the Court of 
King’s Bench, where all the delegates attended to take the oaths of allegiance 
preferibed in the late aét of parliament, and this meeting ended in diffolution. 
The collections made by the Catholics of Ireland to defray the neceflary ex- 
pences attendant on the purfuit of their emancipation were voluntary fub- 
{criptions, not in any degree affeffinents, as it is evident, that the entreaties of 
the fub-committce (by no means orders) were not attended to, as two-thirds 
of the counties of Ireland never produced one farthing. I paid the col- 
lection of the county of Wexford to the treafurer in 1792, and no fecond col- 
leétion ever was made there. ‘The ftatue of the king could not be ereéied, 
although voted by Catholic gratitude, which along with other honorable 
engagements 
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engagements of the cominittee, were fuperfeded by the illiberality of the ge- 
neral and calumnious outcry raifed at the time againft our colleGtions. The 
petition of the Catholics of Ireland, prefented to the king on the 2d January, 
1798, might be fuppofed to efcape animadverfion, when his majefty was gra- 
cioufly pleafed to fignify his itrongeft approbation in his recommendation to 
the parliament of Ireland, who in confequence repealed the greater part of the 
penal ftatutes againft Catholics. The late Earl of Clare did affert, as you 
have done in your hiftory, that the Catholic petition was furprifingly fraught 
with mifreprefentation. On this affertion being fo publicly made, the petition 
was re-printed, reciting the ftatutes, on which the allegations were grounded, 
prepared by the honorable Simon Butler, whofe reputation as a lawyer, the 
chancellor was too well aware of to attempt to expofe his error again, and 
gave up the point; fo that I imagine this public document will be equally 
convincing to you, as I fend it to you along with all the proceedings of the 
Catholic committee relating to this event, for your perufal, as I fhould with 
your avowal to proceed from the moft perfect information on the fubjeét. 
Although I profefs the Roman Catholic religion, I fhould not be of that com- 
munion one fingle hour were their tenets as they are reprefented, through that 
baneful prejudice fo prevalent in Ireland, that proves fuch an effectual draw- 
back to the otherwife infallible profperity of the country, and I cannot fuffi- 
ciently lament to fee fo induftrioufly cireulated, as it only ferves to keep alive 
thofe prejudices that all liberal men fee through and reprobate as a peft to fo- 
ciety. A floop had been fitted out by the infurgents, but twice condemned 
as totally unfit for that fervice, was hauled on one fide in the harbour, where 
fhe funk within a foot of her deck, and remained in that fituation for a month, 
when fhe was pumped out, and I was on the fame day, without trial or in- 
quiry, fent on board along with thofe that had been tried, and fentenced to 
tranfportation. ‘The wet firaw was left in the hold, and a little dry ftraw 
fhook over it, which our walking on foon made as bad.as the reft, fo that it 
was not poffible to fit or le down without imbibing the wet, nor could we 
even have the fatisfaétion of refting againft the fides of the fhip, as the planks 
were water foaked, and the effervefcence of the putrid malt fo ftrong as to turn 
money black in our pockets in the courfe of a few hours; we had alfo a pro- 
fufion of rats, that bit fome of the prifoners. My health has been greatly 1m- 
paired by five weeks confinement on board this floop, and I fear it may never 
be perfectly re-eftablithed. I fhould detain you too long was 1 to enumerate 

the 
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tlie various hardfhips I have endured during a period of thirteen months that 
I was confined, which I was at laft releafed from by an honorable acquittal, at 
the fummer affizes in Wexford, 1799, independent of the amnefty bill, whereas 
my perfecutors could be punifhed by the fundamental laws of the conftitution, 
liad they not the indemnity bills to fereen their bafe and tyrannical conduét 
toward me. I have confined myfelf merely to the faéts ftated in your hiftory, 
in which I have been an eye witnefs, and in fome degree concerned, fo that it 
precludes the poffibility of cavilling or contradiétion, and hope you may be 
kind enough to fet them in their proper colours. I requeft the favor of your 
anfwer, as I am anxious to learn your determination on a fubjeét you have 
hitherto been fo much mifinformed, as I do not mean to let fuch a mifrepre- 
fentation pafs unrefuted, to pofterity, I am therefore anxious to learn your 
anfwer, and have the honor to be, with great refpect, 


Reve Sir; 
Your moft obedient humble fervaut, 
Dublin, 6th July, 1802. Epwarp Hay. 
No. CXIV. 


(Page 743.) 


At a Meeting of the General and feveral Officers of the United Army of the 
County of Wexford, the following Refolutions were agreed upon: 
Refolved, That the commander in chief fhall fend guards to certain baro- 

nies, for the purpofe of bringing in all men they fhall find loitering and de- 

laying at home, or elfewhere; and if any refiftance be given to thofe guards, 
fo to be fent by the commanding officer’s orders, it is our defire and order 
that fuch perfons fo giving refiftance fhall be liable to be put to death by the 
guards, who are to bear a commiffion for that purpofe, and all fuch perfons 
found to be fo loitering and delaying at home, when brought in by the 
guards, fhall be tried by a court martial, appointed and chofen from among 
the commanders of all the different corps, and be punifhed with death. 
Refolved, That all officers fhall immediately repair to their refpective quar- 


ters, and remain with their different corps, and not depart therefrom under 
pain 
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pain of death, unlefs authorized to quit by written orders from the com- 
mander in chief for that purpofe. 

It is alfo ordered, that a guard fhall be kept in rear of the different armies, 
with orders to fhoot all perfons who fhall fly or defert from any engagement ; 
and that thefe.orders fhall be taken notice of by all officers commanding in 
fuch engagement. | 

All men refufing to obey their fupcrior officers, to be tried by a court 
martial and punifhed according to their fentence. 

It is ordered, that all men who {hall attempt to leave their refpedlive quar- 
ters, when they have been halted by the commander in chief, fhall fuffer death, 
unlefs they fhall have leave trom their officers for fo doing. 

It is ordered by the commander in chief, that all perfons, who have ftolen 
or taken away any horfe or horfes, fhall immediately bring in all fuch horfes 
to the camp, at head quarters, otherwife for any horfe that thall be found in 
the poffefion of any perfon to whom he-does not belong, that perfon {hall on 
being convicted thereof, fuffer death. 

And any goods that fhall have been plundered from any houfe, if not 
brought into head quarters, or returned immediately to the houfes or owners, 
that all perfons fo plundering as aforefaid, fhall, on being convicted thereof, 
fuffer death. ; / 

It is alfo refolved, that any perfon, who fhall take upon them to kill or mur- 
der any perfon or prifoner, burn any houfe, or commit any plunder, without 
fpecial written orders from the commander in chief, fhall fuffer death. 

By Order of B. B. Harvey, commander in Chief, 

Head-Quarters, Carrick- Francis Breen, Sec. and Adj. 
Byrne Camp, June 6, 1798. 


A proclamation of fimilar tendency was iffued at Wexford on the 17th, ad- 
‘reffed to the infurgent armies by General Edward Roche, conceived in the 
following words : 


To the People of Ireland. 


CounTRYMEN AND FELtow Soxpiers ! 

YOUR patriotic exertions in the caufe of your country 
have hitherto exceeded your moft fanguine expeétations, and in a fhort time 
muft ultimately be crowned with fuccefs. Liberty has raifed her drooping 

head, 
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head, thoufands daily flock to her ftandard, the voice of her children every 
where prevails. Let us then in the moment of triumph, return thanks to the 
Almighty Ruler of the Univerfe, that a total {top has been put to thofe fan- 
guinary meafures, which of late were but too often reforted to by the creatures 
of government, to keep the people in flavery. 

Nothing now my countrymen, appears neceffary to fecure the conquefts 
you have already won, but an implicit obedience to the commands of your 
chiefs; for through a want of proper fubordination and difcipline, all may be 
- changed. 

At this eventful period, all Europe muft admire, and pofterity will read with 
aftonifhment, the heroic aéts achieved by people ftrangers to military tactics, 
and having few profeflional commanders; but what power can refift men 
fighting for liberty? 

In the moment of triumph, my countrymen, let not your victories be tar- 
nifhed with any wanton act of cruelty; many of thofe unfortunate men now 
in prifon were not your enemies from principle; moft of them, compelled by 
neceffity, were obliged to oppofe you; neither let a difference in religious fen- 
timents caufe a difference among the people. Recur to the debates in the Irifh 
Houfe of Lords on the 19th of February laft; you will there fee a patriotic and 
enlightened Proteftant bifhop (Down, and many of the lay lords) with manly 
eloquence, pleading for Catholic emancipation and parliamentary reform, in 
oppofition to the haughty arguments of the lord chancellor, and the powerful 
oppofition of his fellow-courtiers. 

To promote a union of brotherhood and affection among our countrymen 
of all religious perfuafions, has been our principal objet: we have {worn in 
the moft folemn manner, have affociated for this laudable purpofe, and no 
power on earth fhall fhake our refolution. 

To my Proteftant foldiers I feel much indebted for their gallant behaviour 
in the field, where they exhibited fignal proofs of bravery in the caufe. 

Wexford, June 7, 1798. Epwarp Roce. 
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No. CXV. 
(Page 758.) 


‘Refutation of the Charges againft Dr. Caulfield and the Catholic Clergy of 
Weeford. 


SIR Richard Mufgrave, in a pamphlet entitled, Obfervations on the Re- - 
ply of the Rev. Doétor Caulfield, and of the Roman Catholic Clergy of Wex- 
ford, has lately publifhed a copy of an affidavit without any date, fuppofed 
to have been made by one Higginbottom, with a view to criminate the Ca- 
tholic bifhop of Terns and his dts gy, to the following effet, viz. ; 

John Higginbottom fweareth on the Holy Evangelifts, that he was a pri- 
foner with the rebels in Gorey, the day of the battle of Arklow; that he was 
bailed out by Furlong, D’Arcy, and Roffiter, of Gorey, and thereby permitted 
to be a prifoner at large; that he went with Roffiter into D’Arcy’s, a public 
houfe, and into a room where they fat to drink, and fhortly after, Kavanagh 
and Synnott, priefts, and two other rebels, came in to them; that, after fome 
time, Synnott faid, Murphy had but feven men when he began the bufinefs, 
and now you fee what it has come to; he then took outa letter and fhewed it 
to Redmond, faying, you may read that, and fee how long I have been con- 
cerned in this bufinefs; and though I ftood againft it as long as I could, you 
may fee, in that letter, how I was compelled by my bifhop to it: fome 
time after, while the battle raged and could be heard, he faid, there are fome 
people now lafhed round hell with an iron flail. 

Sworn before me, PETER Browne. Joun HIGGINBOTTOM. 


I certify, that the above affidavit was made before me, and that I know 
Higginbottom well, and believe him to be well worthy of credit. 

PretTeR Browne, Dean of Ferns. 

Too many perfons are attempted to be traduced and criminated by the 
publication of the above affidavit, not to fet the public right upon the faét. 
The prurient luft for falfehood in fome authors is as unbounded as it is incom- 
prehenfible. The following declaration of Mr. Synnott is fubmitted to the 
reader, with fome affidavits of refpeétable perfons in refutation of that of Hig- 
ginbottom. 

I, John Synnott, parith prieft of Gorey, mentioned, or fuppofed to be men- 
tioned, in a form of affidavit, faid to have been made by John Higginbottom, 
and publithed i ina pee entitled, Ob/ervations on the Reply of the Right 
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Rev. Do&or Caulfield, §c. Dublin, printed by Marchbank, 1802, and fup- 
pofed to be written by Sir Richard Mufgrave, Bart, feeling myfelf criminally 
and falfely charged there, deem it a duty to the public and myfelf to do 
away, fo far as in my lies, the unfavorable impreflion which the misftatements 
of the publifher are calculated to make to the prejudice of my bifhop and of 
the Roman Catholic miniftry in general, do make the following folemn decla- 
ration : 

In the awful prefence of Almighty God, the fovereign judge of the living 
and the dead, I do folemnly declare, that I was not in Gorey during the 
battle of Arklow; that I was not in D’Arcy’s houfe on that day; and that I 
did not fee the deponent, John Higginbottom, during the battle of Arklow, 
or on that whole day; that I did not any where take out or fhew Redmond 
the letter referred to in the faid affidavit, fetting forth how long I was con- 
cerned in the bufinefs (rebellion), and that though I ftood againft it as long 
as I could, I was compelled by the bifhop to it; that I never exprefied or ufed 
fuch words, or others of fimilar tendency attributed to me; nor thefe—there 
are fome people now lafhed round hell with an iron flail, words which I never 
heard of until I read them in the alleged affidavit of Higginbottom. JI alfo 
declare in fame manner, that I could not fhew any letter of the import alluded 
to above, becaufe I never received from my bifhop, Right Rev. Doétor Caul- 
field, any letter, tending to fedition, turbulence, or rebellion; on the con- 
trary, I received feveral letters from him, in the courfe of the year, before the 
rebellion, and in the beginning of that very year until he was called to 
Dublin, directing and ordering me and the other clergy of the diftri@, to 
ufe our utmoft endeavours to imprefs on our flocks refpe¢tively the finfulnefs 
of unlawful oaths, of all combinations or confpiracies, and unlawful meet- 
ings, tending to fedition, turbulence, or difturbance of the public peace and 
tranquillity, and that fuch had been the Doétor’s conftant theme whenever 
he perfonally met his clergy, uniformly on fuch occafions, and by circular 
letters, declaring, that any Roman Catholic, who did not conduct himfelf 
conformably to thefe inftruétions, was abfolutely difqualified, and could not 
be admitted to facraments: that loyalty to our king, and fubmiffion to his 
government, were indifpeufable Chriftian duties, and that no one can be a 
good Chriftian, who is not a good fubje&. 

How or why that fuppofed affidavit without date, has not made its appear- 
ance in public till this late period, is not eafily accounted for, or how it could 
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have fo long eluded the diligence of the compiler of the memoirs: but let the 
candid public compare it with what I have.now truly fet forth, (which 1 am 
ready to declare on oath in any court) and with the following affidavits made 
by the very men ftated to have been prefent, when the fubject matter of Hig- 
ginbottom’s affidavit occurred, and let them or any man of common fenfe 
judge of its authenticity, and how far it tends to criminate the conduct of 
Dr. Caulfield, and reverend Father Kavanagh, fo often mentioned in thofe 
menioirs, publifhed by Sir Richard Muferave. 


Gorey, Ath Nov. 1802. Jonn Sywnort, P. P. 


I. Matthew D’Arcey, late of Gorey, fweareth on the holy Evangelifts, that 
he lived in Gorey the day of the battle of Arklow; that he remembers John 
Higginbottom to have been in his houfe that day in company with John 
Roffiter, of Gorey, has no recolleétion of Rev. John Synnott, or Rev. Fran- 
cis Kavanagh, to have been in his houfe, or in Higginbottom’s company on 
that day; and pofitively denies to have not feen or heard any thing of the 
letter fpoken of in Higginbottom’s affidavit ; and further faith, that his affi- 
davit is made at the requeft of the Rev. John Synnott, of the county Wex- 


ford. 
Hucu Trevor. Matruew D’Arcey. 


Dublin, June 15th, 1802. 


II. John Redmond, late of Kilkavin, in the county of Wexford, maketh 
oath on the Holy Evangelifts, that the Rev. John Synnott never fhewed him 
any fuch letter from his bifhop, nor ever ufed any fuch expreffions in his 
hearing, as ftated in John Higginbottom’s affidavit, and that he, John Red- 
mond, was as far diftant from Gorey as Kilkhavin, which is three miles, from 
the commencement of the battle of Arklow until the day following; and fur- 
ther faith, that this affidavit is made at the requeft of the Rev. John Synnott, 
of the county Wexford. Sworn before me this 15th day of June, 1802. 

Hucu Trevor. Joun REDMOND. 


Ill. County of Wexford to Wit.—The Rev. Patrick Stafford, of Clon- 
filla, in faid county, prieft, came before me one of the juftices of the peace for 


faid county, and made his voluntary oath on the Holy Evangelifts, that on 
the 
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the day of the battle of Arklow, the Rev. John Synnott, P.P. was in 
company with him; and that during the continuance of the battle they were 
not in Gorey, or within a mile of it; and further faith, that this affidavit is 
made at the requett of faid John Synnott. Sworn before me 18th June, 1802. 
ANNESLEY Brownriae. PATRICK STAFFORD. 


IV. County of Wexford to Wit.—John Rofleter, of Gorey, fadler of 
faid county, came before me one of the juftices of the peace for faid county, 
and made his voluntary oath on the Holy Evangelifts, and faith, that on the 
battle day of Arklow, in the late rebellion, he did not fee the Rev. John Syn- 
nott, the Rev. Francis Kavanagh, or John Redmond of Kilkavin, at Matthew 
D’Arcey’s, or any other houfe in Gorey, or any other place on faid day ; and 
further, he had never feen the Rev. John Synnott hand a letter to John Red- 
mond, or fay he had any orders from his bifhop, or any other perfon to aét in 
that bufinefs; and further declare, that he never ufed fuch expreffions in 
his hearing as is ftated in John Higginbottom’s affidavit. 

Sworn before me this 19th day of June, 1602. This affidavit was made at 
the requeft of the Rev. John Synnott. 

James WHITE. Joun RossErer. 


No. CXVI. a. 


A Lift of the Members who voted againft and for an Union with Great 
Britain, on the 2Ath of January, 1799. (Page 875.) 


The following gentlemen voted againft the Union. 


Hon. A. Achefon (1) Arthur Browne Hon. A. Creighton 

W. C. Alcock William Burton (1) Jof. Edward Cooper (1) 
M. Archdall (1) Robert Crowe Henry Coddington 
David Babington Lord Vifc. Corry (1) James Cane 

John Bagwell (1) Lord Clements (1) Lord Caulfield (1) 
William Bagwell Lord Cole (1) Deb. Dalya@) 

John Ball Hon. Col. Cole Richard Dawfon 

Jonah Barrington George Crookfhank Arthur Dawfon 

J. C. Beresford Hon. J. Creighton Francis Dobbs 


Richard 
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Richard I. Edgeworth 
John Egan 

George Evans 

Sir John Freke, Bt. 
Fred. J. Falkiner (1) 
Rt. Hon. J. Fitzgerald 
W. C. Fortefcue (1) 
Hon. Thomas Fofter 
Arthur French (1) 
William Gore 

Han Gorges (1) 
Hans: Hamilton (1) 
William Handcock 
Edward Hardman 
Francis Hardy 

Sir Jof. Hoare 
Alexander Hamilton 
Hon. A. C. Hamilton 
Sir Francis Hopkins 
Gilbert King 

Charles King 

Hon. Robert King 

Rt. Hon. Henry King 
John King (2)' 

Lord Vifcount Kingfbo- 

rough (1) 

Hon. G. Knox 
Francis Knox 

John Latouche (1) 
John Latouche, jun. 
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Robert Latouche 

Dav. Latouche, jun. 

C.eP?"Leflies(a,) 

Edward Lee 

Sir Thomas Leighton 

A. Montgomery (1) 

Sir John M‘Cartney 

Colonel John Maxwell 

Wm. Thomas Monfell 

Arthur Moore 

Lord Mathew (1) 

John Metge 

Richard Neville 

Thomas Newenham 

Charles O’Hara (1) 

Henry Ofborne 

Sir Edward O’Brien 

Hon. W. O'Callaghan (2) 

Hugh O'Donnel 

James M. O’Donnel 

Rt. Hon. G. Ogle 

Rt. Hon. Wm. Brabazon 
Ponfonby (1) 

George Ponfonby 

Major Wm. Ponfonby 

John Prefton 

Jofeph Prefton 

Sir John Parnel (1) 

Richard Power (1) 

Sir L. Parfons (1) (3) 


W. C. Plunket 
William Ruxton 

Abel Ram (1) 
Guftavus Rochford (1) 
John S. Rochford 

Sir Wm. Richardfon 
Fr. Saunderfon (1) 
W. Smyth, Weftm. (1) 
James Stewart (1) 
Henry Stewart (2) 
Sir R. St. George 
Hon. B. Stratford 
Hon. Barry St. Leger 
Nathaniel Sneyd 

H. W. J. Skeffington 
Thomas Stannus 
Francis Savage (1) (2) 
William Tighe 

Henry Tighe 

Hon. R. Trench (1) 
John Taylor 

Hon. R. Taylor (2) 
Thomas Townfend 
Charles Vereker 
Owen Wynne 

John Waller (1) 

E. D. Wilfon 


[ trey 


The following are thofe who voted for an Union. 


R. Alexander 
H. Alexander 
R. Annefley 
R. Archdall 


William Barley 

R. Hon.J. Beresford (1 2) 
J. Beresford, jun. 
Marcus Beresford 


J. Bingham 
J. H. Blake (1) 
W. Blakeney 
Sir J. Blaquiere 
Anthony 
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Anthony Botel Colonel B. Henniker Thomas Nefbit 
James Boyd Peter Holmes Sir W. Newcomen (1) 
Lord Boyle (1) Hon. F. Hutchinfon W. Odell (1) 

Rt. Hon. D. Browne (1) Hon. J. Hutchinfon C. M. Ormfby 
Stewart Bruce Col. G. Jackfon (1) Charles Ofborn 
George Burdett Denham Jephfon T. Pakenham 
Thomas Burgh Hon. John Jocelyn Frederick Trench 
Lord Caftlereagh (1) Robert Johnfon Sir Boyle Roche 
Sir H. Cavendith Walter Jones R. Rutledge 
George Cavendifh Theo. Jones Sir George Shee 
Broderick Chinnery John Keane H. Skeffington 

Rt. Hon. T. Conolly (1) James Kearney William Smith 

E. Cooke Henry Kemmis Henry M. Sandford 
C. H. Coote (1) William Knott Edmond Stanley 
R. Cornwall Andrew Knox John Staples (1) 
RtPiton- cerry James Knox John Stewart 

Sir J otter Sir H. Langrifhe (2) John Stratton 

R. Cotter Thomas Lindfay, fen. | Charles Tottenham 
W. A. Crosbie Thomas Lindfay, jun. Rt. Hon. J. Toler 
St. George Daly M. Longfield J. Townfend 
Wiliam Elhot John Longfield Lord Tyrone (3) 
General Euftace Captain J. Longfield R. Uniacke 

Lord Cha. Fitzgerald Francis M‘Namara J. O. Vandeleur 
A. Fergufon Rofs Mahon James Verner 
Maurice Fitzgerald Richard Martin Lieut. Col. Wemyfs 
R. U. Fitzgerald (1) (3) Rt. Hon. J. M. Mafon Wenry Weftenra 
Hon. W. Forward H. Dillon Maffey Thomas Whaley 
Sime rortefcue James M‘Cleland Ben. B. Woodward 
J. Galbraith E. A. M‘Naghten W. Yelverton 

H. D. Grady Lorenzo Moor 

Richard Hare Stephen Moor f 106 ] 
F. Hare ‘ Rt. Hon. Lodge Morres 

Hugh Howard Sir Richard Mufgrave 


Thus marked (1), country members. 
Thus marked (2), abfent on the firft day. 
Thus marked (3), tellers the firft day. No. 
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No. CXVI. 
Copy of a Letter from Dr. Caulfield to James Boyd, Efy. (P. 761.) - 


SIR, 

WITH equal furprife and concern I have lately been 
told, that it is whifpered about, you have many grievous charges again{t me, 
as many as would hang fifty men. If this report be founded in truth, confcious 
innocence prefles me to requeft, and I expeét from your candour, that you will 
have the goodnefs to let me know it; for I do not, nor will I fkulk, or fly 
from juftice, or the laws. I fhall be here, or in the neighbourhood, openly, 
and ready to anfwer any legal or fair call: 1 hope you will believe me, when 
Taffure you, that I thall by many degrees prefer innocent death to inglorious 
and wounded honor. 

That I have been foully calumniated, and moft grofsly infulted, is too no- 
torious; and that I bore it in all meeknefs and patience is not lefs fo; nor is 
it a fecret, though fince overlooked, that during the horrid rebellion in Wex- 
ford, I did every thing in my power to ferve and fave my Proteftant neigh- 
bours and their property ; and if I did not more, it was unfortunate for them 
and painful for me, that I could not effeét it, being myfelf in conftant terror 
for my life. The fabrications and falfe tales of the ignorant I can, I thank 
God, defpife ; but charges of treafon or felony are too much for a Chriftian 
innocent man to bear. 

This confideration, I hope, will make my apology for giving you this 
trouble ; humbly requefting you will inform me how I ftand in that refpect. 

I have the honor to be, with great refpect, 
SIR, 
Your moft humble 
And moft obedient fervant, 
Baltimore, ALay 11, 1800. James CAULFIELD. 
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No. CXVIL. 


Nefolutions in Lavor of ALr. Fofter. (P. 914.) 
COUNTY OF LOUTH. 


AT a numerous and refpectable mecting of the Freeholders of the county 
of Louth, held at Dundalk, on Monday, January the 14th, 1799, the fol- 
lowing refolutions were unanimoufly agreed to. 

Joun M‘Crrntocx, Efq. jun. High Sheriff in the chair. 

Refolved, That it is the duty as well as the right of the freeholders and 
burgeffes of Ireland to exprefs their fentiments on the fubjeé& of a Union. 

Refolved, That our reprefentatives were not empowered at their election to 
furrender the conftitutional privileges of their conftituents. 

Refolved, That the rapid improvement of this kingdom fince the date of 
her legiflative independence, clearly evinces that an independent Irith legif- 
lature is as necefflary as Britifh connexion to the profperity of Ireland. 

Refolved, That an Union would not only deprive us of many of our deareft 
rights, but render the enjoyment of the remainder precarious and uncertain, 
and would for ever deftroy the fecurity that Ireland now poffeffes, for their 
continuance. 

Refolved, That it is impolitic and unwife to agitate, at this time, a queftion 
that may lead to a recurrence to firft principles. 

Refolved, That firmly attached as we are to Britifh connexion, we do to- 
tally difapprove of a plan of a legiflative Union between Great Britain and 
Treland. ; 

Refolved, That thefe our fentiments be communicated to our reprefenta- 
tives, in whofe attachment to the conftitution and true interefts of Ireland we 
have the moft firm reliance. 

The high fheriff having left the chair, and Mr. Balfour having taken it, it 
was refolved, ‘ 

That our thanks be given to our worthy high fheriff, for his readinefs to 
convene the county, and his proper conduét in the chair. 


To the Erectors of the County of Loutu. 
GENTLEMEN, 
I THANK you for your fentiments, and it isa great fa- 
tisfaction to me, to find my own opinion ftrengthened by your explicit de- 
Vou. IT, 7 RB claration, 
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claration, that an Irifh independent legiflature is as neceflary as Britifh con- 
nexion to the profperity of Ireland. 

The Houfe of Coinmons have faid fo in ftrong language, when they ftated 
to his majefty in 1782, that the very effence of our liberties exifts in the right 
of a fole legiflature, the parliament of Ireland, a right which they then claimed 
on the part of all the people as their birthright, and which they declared to 
lis majefty they could not yield but with their lives. 

I joined in that ftatement, and we were afterwards told from the throne, 
that both countries had pledged their good faith to each other, that their 
beft fecurity would be an inviolable adherence to that compact; and we were 
defired to convince the people, that the two kingdoms were then one, indif- 
folubly connected in unity of conftitution, and unity of Intereft. 

Nothing then remains to ftrengthen our union. We have adhered to that 
compact, fo has Great Britain ; and we have rifen to profperity with a rapid- 
nefs beyond example fince it was made. I fee no concern either of imperial 
concern or local ncceflity, which can juftify our attempting a change, mucli 
lefs fuch a change as would annihilate that birthright, by the confirmation of 
which cur trade and manufactures felt a fecurity that immediately roufed a 
happy {pirit of exertion, the furrender of which would not only make the 
employment of thofe exertions precarious, but would equally take away all 
ecurity of permanence from every advantage, which any perfons might be 
ignorantly deluded into a hope of from the projeéted meafure of a legiflative 
Union. In truth, I fee much danger, and a probable decreafe to our trade 
and manufactures from the meafure, and I cannot conceive any one advan- 
tage to them from it. 

If the linen manufa@ture refts at all on any compact, that compact was made 
with the Irifh parliament, the extinction of which takes away a fecurity we 
have found adequate, and leaves it without the protection of its natural 
guardians, who by their vigilance, thcir regulations, and their bounties, have 
more than doubled its export within a few years paft. 

As an Irifhman then, I fhould oppofe the meafure, and as a member of the 
empire, I fhould not be lefs averfe to it; for the innovation 1t would make in 
the conftitution of Great Britain, with whom we muft ftand or fall, may fo 
endanger that conftitution, as in the end to overturn it, and with it the whole 
of the empire. 

Nor can I look at the circumftances of the times without depreciating its 

being 


APPENDIX. 315 


being propofed, when the French proceedings teach us the danger of inno- 
vating on the eftablifhed conftitution, and, when it muft be peculiarly alarm- 
ing to Ireland, fcarcely refted from a cruel and unprovoked rebellion, to have 
the public mind again agitated by an unneceffary, unprovoked, and unfoli- 
cited project. Thefe are my fentiments. 

The entire confidence you repofe in my attachment to the conftitution, 
and the true interefts of Ireland, call upon me to ftate them fully to you. You 
fhall not find that confidence mifplaced. I fhall oppofe the meafure, and | 
remain, with the moft perfect efteem and affeAion, 

sYour very obliged and faithful huinble fervant, 
Collon, January 15th, 1799. Joun Foster. 


To the Erectors of the County of Loutn. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I HAVE received your addrefs, and return you my thanks 
for the confidence you have placed in me. 

Tentirely agree witli you, that an independent Irifh legiflature is as necef- 
fary as Britifh connexion to the profperity of Ireland, and that it is impolitic 
at prefent to agitate a queftion of legiflative Union between Great Britain and 
Ireland. , I have the honor to be, 

GENTLEMEN, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
Wiiiiam Cuarces Fortescue. 
Racenfdale Park, January 15th, 1799. 


CITY OF DUBLIN. 


At a general atfembly of the Right Honorable the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, 
Commons, and citizens of the city of Dublin, held on the 18th of January, 
1799, the following refolutions were unanimoufly agreed to: 

Refolved, That by the exertions of the people and parliament of this 
kingdom, the trade and conftitution thereof were fettled on principles fo li- 
beral, that the nation has rifen ever fince rapidly in wealth and confequence. 

Refolved, That having boldly defended the conftitution in king, lords, 
and commons, againft the open and fecret abettors of rebellion, we are de- 
termined fteadily to oppofe any attempt that may be made to furrender the 
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free legiflation of this kingdom, by uniting it with the legiflature of Great 
Britain. 

Refolved, That viewing the meafure of an Union with Great Britain as 
one fraught with the moft fatal confequences to this kingdom, tending to an- 
nihilate the conftitution thereof, any perfon bringing forward fuch a propofi- 
tion, would in our opinion be an enemy to the king’s government in this 
country, by endangering the peace and tranquillity of the kingdom. 

Refolved, That it is our duty and our determination to fupport inviolably 
the prerogatives of the crown, as well as the privileges of the people. 

Refolved, That any minifter who fhall advife his majefty, by the exercife 
of any of his prerogatives, to influence or deter any member of the legifla- 
ture from the free ufe of his judgment in parliament, will thereby.commit a 
high crime again{t the honorand dignity of the crown, the independence of 
the parliament, and the conftitution of the realm. 

Refolved, That the foregoing refolutions be publithed. 

Signed by order, 
ALLEN and Greene, Town Clerks. 

Be it remembercd, that at a general affembly of the Right Honorable the 
Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons, and citizens of the city of Dublin, held 
on the 18th day of January, 1799, it was refolved unanimoufly, that the fol- 
lowing addrefs be prefented to the Right Honorable John Fofter, Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons of Ireland. 


The Addre/s of the Right Honorable the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons, and 


Citizens of Dublin, in Common Council affembled. 
SIR, 


AMIDST the terror which the threatened invafion of our 
liberties, and our fortunes, and our commerce have fpread around, the hearts 
of Irifhmen, though fickened with difguft, and influenced with indignation, 
are yet ftrangers to defpair. From thofe talents and that virtue, in which 
the has often found relief, your country again demands protection. Suffer 
not a nation, to which you have heretofore been a field, to expire without 
an effort to fave ler. Come forward with all that animated zeal for the wel- 
fare of the empire, with that affeétionate attachment to Britifh connexion, 
with that ardent love for Ireland, and that parental care of her commercial 
and conftitutional rights, by which you have been ever diftinguithed. Bring 
with you that penetrating judgment and capacious wifdom, that command- 
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ing eloquence and bold integrity, with which you have hitherto fupported 
thofe dear but valuable interefts. Demontirate to the world, that the afler- 
tions of our enemies are not motives, but pretexts ; that their arguments are 
idle and delufive; that while they affect to promote the trade and agriculture 
of Ireland, to fecure our alliance with Britain, and to invigorate the energics 
of the eimpire, they are proceeding wickedly and wautonly to undermine 
them all. 

In teftimony whereof the common feal of faid city is hereunto affixed, the 
day and year aforefaid. 

The Right Honorable the Lord Mayor, board of Aldermen, Town Clerks, 
High Sheriff, and Corporation at large, having waited on the Right Honor- 
able the Speaker with faid addrefs, he was pleafed to return the following 
andiwer : 

My Lorp anp GENTLEMEN, 

TO be fo honored by the city of Dublin, which has ever 
been eminently confpicuous for its lovalty, its attachment to our conftitu- 
tion, and its watchful vigilance over all our rights and interefts, fills me with 
fentiments of gratitude and honeft pride, which you can more readily con- 
ceive than I can exprefs. Accept my grateful and cordial thanks, and be 
fure of my zealous perfeverance in the conduét you approve. 

You have very juftly joined a zeal for the empire and attachment to 
Britifh connexion with an ardent love for Ireland. No man can be a found 
friend to Ireland, who does not feel that zeal and that attachment, nor can he 
ever be an efficient friend, if he does not in every public meafure hold them 
in his view, and make them the rule of his conduét. 

Since the conftitution of this kingdom was fettled, by its right to a fole, fe- 
parate, and exclufive legiflation, being unequivocally confirmed, we have 
feen its profperity rifing rapidly, yet fteadily, its refources increafing for the 
fupport of the empire, and thofe refources liberally and effectually applied. 
We have feen, and ftill fee mutual aéts of kindnefs between the two king- 
doms ftrengthening their connexion, and any commercial jealoufies that ever 
exifted happily fubfiding. Infeparably united under the fame executive power, 
which is equally a branch of the legiflature of each kingdom, our Union is 
complete to every beneficial purpofe, and the projeét in contemplation de- 
ferves not the name of Union. In my foul, I think itis fraught with poffible 
confequences, certainly not forefeen by thofe who bring it forward, that 
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will tend, if not to actual feparation, to attempts at leaft to feparate us from 

Great Britain, to our utter ruin and to the fubverfion of the Britith empire, 
now the mof{t happy and glorious on the face of the earth. 
Iam, my Lord and Gentlemen, 

With the utmoft refpeét, gratitude, and veneration, 
Your very obliged and obedient fervant, 
Joun Foster. 
Ordered, That faid addrefs and anfwer be publifhed, 
ALLEN and GREENE, Town Clerks. 


No. CXVIII. 
Addreffes of Roman Catholics upon the Union. (Page 979.) 


CITY or WATERFORD. 


AT a general meeting of the Roman Catholics of the city of Waterford 
and its vicinity, held at the Great Chapel, on the 28th of June, 1799, 
Perer St. Lepcer, Efq. in the Chair, 
The following five gentlemen were appointed a committee, to prepare a 
declaration on the meafure of a legiflative Union: 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Hearn, Thomas Sherlock, Efq. 
Edward Sheil, Efq. Jeremiah Ryan, Efq. 
Thomas Hearn, Efg. M. D. 
Refolved, That the following declaration be adopted. 


Tue meafure of a legiflative Union between Great Britain and Ireland 
having been recommended to the confideration of both of his parliaments 
by our moft gracious fovereign, the common father of his people, we, his ma- 
jefty’s dutiful and loyal fubjeéts the Catholics of the city of Waterford and 
its vicinity, have thougut it incumbent on us to make this public avowal of 
our fentiments on the important and interefting occafion. 

We are firmly convinced, that a complete and entire Union between Great 
Britain and Ireland, founded on equal and liberal principles and on a fenfe 
of mutual interefts and affeétion, is a meafure of wifdom aud expediency for 
this kingdom, and will effectually promote the ftrength and profperity of both; 
and we truft it will afford the fureft means of allaying thofe unhappy diftrac- 
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tions and removing thofe penal exclufions on the {core of religion, which have 
too long prevailed in this couutry, and by confolidating the refources of 
both kingdoms oppofe the moit effectual refiftance to the deftruétive projects 
of both foreign and domeftic enemies. 

Strongly imprefied with thefe fentiments, we look forward with earneft 
anxiety to the moment when the two fifter nations may be infeparably united 
in the full enjoyment of the bleffiings of a free con{titution, in the fupport of 
the honor and dignity of his majefty’s crown, and in the prefervation and ad- 
vaucement of the welfare and profperity of the whole Britifh empire. 

Refolved unanimoutly, That Lord Vifcount Donoughmore, the fincere 
and attached friend of the Catholic intereft, be requefted to communicate 
thefe our fentiments moft refpectfully to his excellency the lord lieutenant. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of this meeting be given to Tho- 
mas Sherlock, Efq. for his public and fpirited exertions in promoting this our 
declaration, and that he be requefted to hand it to Lord Vifcount Donough- 
more. Signed, by order, 

PETER ST. Lepcer, Chairman. 


Signed by 280 fubferibers.] 


My Lorp, Dublin Cafile, 16th July, 1799. 

I AM directed by my lord lieutenant to requeft your 
lordfhip will have the goodnefs to exprefs to the Roman Catholics of Water- 
ford, the fatisfaétion his excellency feels, from their declaration of the 28th 
of June, which they defired your lordfhip to lay before him, and which is fo 
refpectably figned. 

The meafure of a legiflative Union upon juft and liberal principles between 
this kingdom and Great Britain is near his excellency’s heart; he is convinced, 
that nothing will fo effectually tend to bury the religious animofities in 
oblivion, which have unhappily prevailed in this kingdom, to conciliate thie 
affections of all his majefty’s fubjects to the mild government under which 
they live, to encreafe the happinefs and profperity’of Ireland, and to augment 
the power and ftability of the Britith empire. 

I have the honor to be, 
With the trueft efteem and regard, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordthip’s moft obedient, humble fervant, 


Lord T ‘ifcount Donoughmore. CaSTLEREAGH. 
Rath- 
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Rathfarnham Cafile, Nov. 5th, 1799. 
DEAR SiR, 


THE Roman Catholics of the town of Wexford and its 
neighbourhood having requefted of me, through Dr. Caulfield, to prefent a 
dutiful and loyal addrefs from them to his excellency the lord leutenant, I 
feel grcat fatisfaction in complying with their defire, and from the fignature 
I have every reliance on the fincerity of their profeffions; I therefore beg of. 
you, to lay it before his excellency with my huinble refpeets. 
Iam, Dear Sir, 


Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 
To Lieut. Col. Littlehales. Eta 


AT a meeting of the Roman Catholies of the town of Wexford and its 
vieinity, in the Chapel of Wexford, on Sunday the 22d of September, 1799, 
Reverend Doctor Cauurreup in the Chair. 
To His Excellency Charles Marquis Cornwaxuts, Lord Lieutenant 
General and General Governor of Ireland. 

May IT PLEASE your ExcELLENCY, 

HOWEVER depraved or ungrateful fome of our eom- 
munion in this eountry may have beeu, when aéting under that fatal impulfe 
of temporary madnefs and delufion, which unfortunately prevailed in this 
kingdom laft year, we humbly prefume to approach your excellency with 
our unfeigned affurance of perpetual loyalty and decided attaehment to the 
royal perfon, family, and government of our beloved and moft gracious fo- 
vereign, whofe paternal indulgenee towards us we can never forget. 

We reeolle& with abhorrence and deteftation the late unnatural rebellion, 
and the crimes it produced; but entertain the confoling reflection, that the 
generality of the Roman Catholies in this country, of refpeétability, confe- 
quence, or property, with fome exeeptions, and even many amoneft thofe, 
who ftill labour under the painful appearance of delinquency, were perfectly 
innocent—neverthelefs we have to lament, that there were too many guilty. 

The compulfive fivay and irrefiftible predominaney of a wicked and armed 
eompiracy dragged many peaceable and loyal fubjects from their home into 
the field, and forced them, however reluctant, to take or to feem to take a 
part, and to appear in arms under the criminal banner of rebellion, during 
that dreadful paroxyfin of political phrenzy, which we carneftly pray and hope 
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God in his merey will never again permit to convulfe and defolate this once ’ 
profperous and happy country. 

Allow us likewife, my Lord, to exprefs our deep indelible fenfe of gratitude 
to our beloved monarch for his majefty’s attention to the happinefs of all his 
fubjeéts in this kingdom, clearly evinced by the appointment of your excel- 
lency to the chief government thereof at a difficult and awful crifis, when the 
focial band was broken afunder, and focial order appeared fhakcen from its 
very foundation by the wildeft anarchy, excited and foftered by the baneful 
operation of modern French revolutionary maxims, which threatened us with 
all the moral and political evils that have fo long and fo gricvoufly afflicted 
that ill-fated country. | 

The prefence of your excellency happily arrefted the progrefs of this con- 
tagious malady, and the inflexible perfeverance in the wife, humane, and de- 
cifive meafures, which fo eminently chara¢terizes your excellency’s admini- 
ftration, has overawed the confpirators, reclaimed the deluded rebel, protected 
the loyalift, and gradually introduced into the mind of even the moft obdu- 
rate offender an anxious defire to fubmit to legal government, and to live in 
an uninterrupted ftate of eternal peace in the fpirit of Chriftian charity with 
his fellow fubjects of every religious perfuafion or denomination whatfoever. 

As we look forward with an anxious intereft to the moft effectual means of 
eftablithing the internal peace and profperity of this hitherto diftracted coun- 
ry, upon a comprehenfive and permanent bafis, we confider ita duty we owe 
to ourfelves and to our pofterity, thus openly to declare, that we conceive 
thefe defirable objects can only be attained by the happy completion of the 
great and ufeful meafure of a legiflative Union between Great Britain and 
ireland, which the common father of the people has in his wifdom recom- 
mended to the ferious confideration of his parliament. 

We are indeed firmly perfuaded, that the propofed incorporation of both 
legiflatures muft give additional energy to the refources and vigor of the em- 
pire, by confolidating and identifying the common interefts of the whole 
people, and that by the liberal efficiency of its operation, diffufing from the 
centre to the extremities of the empire, all thofe bleffings which naturally 
flow from the genuine principles of the Britifh conftitution, it will afford to 
every defcription of his majefty’s fubjects in Ireland perfect fecurity in thie 
full enjoyment of civil, political, and religious freedom. - 

Refolved, That the Right Honorable the Earl of Ely be humbly and re- 

Mio. IT. 7S {pectfully 
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fpectfully requefted to prefent this our addrefs to his Excellency the Marquis 
Cornwallis. 
[Signed by above 3000 perfons. ] 


Dublin Cafile, Nov. 6, 1799. 
My Lorp, 


IN anfwer to the honor of your lordfhip’s letter of yefter- 
day’s date, and its inclofure, I am directed by my lord lieutenant to requett, 
that you will have the goodnefs to convey his excellency’s fincere acknow- 
ledgments to the Roman Catholic inhabitants of the town of Wexford and 
other parifhes in that county, for their addrefs tranfmitted by your lordfhip, 

His excellency defires me to {tate to your lordtfhip, the fatisfaction he re- 
ceives from finding from the Roman Catholic inhabitants of the county of 
Wexford, fo general a concurrence of fentiment in favor of a legiflative Union 
with Great Britain, which meafure he confiders effentially neceflary for the 
future profperity and tranquillity of his majefty’s loyal fubjects in Ireland. 

I have the honor to be, 
My Lord, &c. 


E. B. LirTLEHA.es. 
The Earl of Ely. 


To His Excellency Charles Marquis Cornwallis, Lord Lieutenant General, 
and General Governor of Ireland, 
The Addrefs of the Roman Catholics of the City of Cork. 


May IT PLEASE your ExcELLENCY, 

WITH the moft affectionate and unfeigned refpect, we 
beg leave to congratulate your excellency on your arrival in this city, and to 
affure your excellency of the high fenfe we entertain of the wifdom, firmneds, 
and benevolence of your government, which has fo happily fubdued a defpe- 
rate rebellion, and reftored this lately diftracted country to peace and tran- 
quillity. 

Our moft gracious fovereign lord the king, to whofe illuftrious houfe we 
are bound by every tie of loyalty and gratitude, having in his parental care 
recommended to his parliaments in both countries the confideration of an 
Union of the legiflatures of his kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, on the 
broad and permanent bafis of mutual advantages and general fecurity, we beg 

leave 
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leave to exprefs our fentiments on fo important a queftion, and to declare to 

your excellency, that we confider it the moft effectual means to promote the 

firength and happinefs of the empire, to allay the unhappy diftraétions which 

have raged, and that nothing thort of this falutary meafure can enfure to us 

a continuance of the confidence, of the tranquillity, and the bleffings which 

the wifdom of your aufpicious government has reftored to this country. 
(Signed by 308 Subferibers. ] 


To the Roman Catholics of the City of Cork. 


IT affords me fingular pleafure to be affured, that the government of Ire- 
laud has been adminiftered in a manner that has given you fatisfaction during 
the period in which his majefty has gracioufly thought proper to commit it to 
my care. 

In full expectation that the falutary meafure to be brought forward will 
upon the completion of it, be the means of eventually terminating all reli- 
gious and civil diffentions, and of giving reciprocal advantage and general 
fecurity to the whole empire, it is with unfeigned gratification that I finda 
coincidence of opinion in this great work on the part of the loyal Roman 
Catholic inhabitants of the ancient and opulent city of Cork.* 


ne 


No. CXIX. 
The Articles of Union. (P. 1043.) 


RESOLVED, 1. That in order to promote and fecure the effential intercfts 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and confolidate the ftrength, power, and re- 
fources of the Britifh empire, it will be advifable to concur in fuch meafures 
as may beft tend to unite the two kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland into 
one kingdom, in fuch manner, and on fuch terms and conditions as may 
be eftablifhed by the acts of the refpeétive parliaments of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 


* Many other fuch addreffes were made by the different bodies of Roman Catholics: viz. From 
the county of Leitrim, figned by 1836; one from the county of Longford; from the inhabitants of 
Tipperary and Cahir; from thofe of the united parifhes of Monafterevan, Lacka, Harriftown, Nur- 
ney and Ballybrackin ; from the gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders of the county of Kilkenny ; 
from thofe of the diocefe of Elphin in the county of Rofcommon, &c. &c. 

52 Refolved, 
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Refolved, 2. That for the purpofe of eftablifhing an Union, upon the bafis 
fiated in the refolution of the two houfes of parliament of Great Britain, 
communicated by his majefty’s command in the meffage fent to this houfe by 
his excellency the lord lieutenant, it would be fit to propofe as the firft arti- 
cle of Union, that the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland fhall upon the 
firft day of January, which fhall be in the year of our Lord, one thoufand 
eight hundred and one, and for ever after, be united in one kingdom, by 
the name of the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and that the 
royal ftile and titles appertaining to the imperial crown of the faid united 
kingdom and its dependencies, and alfo the enfigns, armorial flags and ban- 
ners thereof, thall be fuch as his majefty by his reyal proclamation, under 
the great feal of the united kingdom fhall be pleafed to appoint. 

Refolved, 3. That for the fame purpofe, it would be fit to propofe, that 
the fucceflion to the imperial crown of the faid united kingdom, and of the 
dominions thereunto belonging, fhall continue limited and fettled in the fame 
manner, as the fucceflion to the imperial crown of the faid kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland now ftands limited and fettled, according to the exifting 
laws, and to the terms of the Union between England and Scotland. 

Refolved, 4. That for the fame purpofe it would be fit to propofe, that the 
faid united kingdom be reprefented in one and the fame parliament, to be 
ftiled the parliament of the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Refolved, 5. That for the fame purpofe it would be fit to propofe; that the 
charge arifing from the payment of the intereft and finking fund, for the re- 
duétion of the principal of the debt incurred in either kingdom before the 
Union, fhall continue to be feparately defrayed by Great Britain and Ireland 
refpectively. 

That for the fpace of twenty years after the Union fhall take place, the 
contribution of Great Britain and Ireland refpectively, towards the expen- 
diture of the united kingdom im each year, fhall be defrayed in the propor- 
tion of fifteen parts for Great Britain and two parts for Ireland, that at the 
expiration of the faid twenty years, the future expenditure of the united 
kingdom, other than the intereft and charges of the debt to which either 
country fhall be feparately liable, fhall be defrayed in fuch proportion as the 
faid united parliament fhall deem juft and reafonable, upon a comparifon of 
the real value of the exports and imports of the refpective countries, upon 
an average of the three years next preceding the period of revifion, or on a 

comparifon 
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comparifon of the value of the quantities of the following articles confumed 
within the refpe¢tive countries, on a fimilar average, viz. beer, {pirits, fugar, 
wine, tea, tobacco and malt; or according to the aggregate proportion re- 
fulting from both thefe confiderations combined, or on a comparifon of the 
amount of income in each country, eftimated from the produce for the fame 
periods of a geueral tax, if fuch fhall have been impofed on the fame defcrip- 
tions of income in both countries, and that the parliament of the united 
kingdoms fhall afterwards proceed in like manner, to revife and fix the faid 
proportions according to the fame rules or any of them, at periods not more 
difiant than twenty years, nor lefs than feven years from each other, unlefs 
previous to any fuch period the united parliament fhall have declared as herein 
after provided, that the general expences of the empire fhall be defrayed in- 
difcriminately by equal taxes, impofed on the like articles in both countries. 

Refolved, 6. That for defraying the faid expences, according to the rules 
above laid down, the revenues of Ireland fhall hereafter conftitute a confo- 
lidated fund, upon which charges equal to the intereft of the debt and fink- 
ing fund, fhall, in the firft inftance be charged, and the remainder fhall be 
applied towards defraying the proportion of the general expence of the 
united kingdom, to which Ireland may be liable in each year. 

That the proportion of contribution to which Great Britain and Ireland 
will by thefe articles be liable, fhall be raifed by fuch taxes in each kingdom 
refpectively, as the parliament of the united kingdom fhall from time to time 
deem fit, provided always, that in regulating the taxes in each country by: 
which their refpective proportion fhall be levied, no article in Ireland fhall be 
liable to be taxed to any amount exceeding that which will be thereafter pay- 
able in England on the like articles. 

Refolved, 7. That if at the end of any year, any furplus fhall accrue from 
the revenues of Ireland, after defraying the intereft, finking fund, and pro- 
portioned contribution, and feparate charges to which the faid country is 
liable, either taxes fhall be taken off the amount of fuch furplus, or the fur- 
plus fhall be applied by the united parliament to local purpofes in Ireland, or 
to make good any deficiency which may arife in her revenues in time of 
peace, or invefted by the commiffioners of the national debt of Ireland in 
the funds, to accumulate for the benefit of Ireland, at compound intereft, in 
cafe of contribution in time of war. Provided the furplus fo to accumulate, 
fhall at no future period be fuffered to exceed the fum of five millions. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved, 8. That all monies hereafter to be raifed by loan in peace or 
war, forthe fervice of the united kingdom by the parliament thereof, fhall 
be confidered to be a joint debt, and the charges thereof fhall be borne by the 
refpective countries in the proportion of their refpeéctive contributions. Pro- 
vided, that if at any time in raifing the refpeétive contributions hereby fixed 
for each kingdom, the parliament of the united kingdom fhall judge it fit 
to raife a greater proportion of fuch refpective contributions in one kingdom 
within the year than in the other, or to fet apart a greater proportion of fink- 
ing fund for the liquidation of the whole, or any part of the loan raifed on 
account of the one country than that raifed on account of the other country, 
then fuch part of the faid loan for the liquidation of which different provi- 
fions have been made for the refpective countries, fhall be kept diftinét, and 
fhall be borne by each feparately, and only that part of the faid loan be deem- 
ed joint and common, for the reduétion of which, the refpective countries 
fhall have made provifion in the proportion of their refpeétive contributions. 

Refolved, 9. That if at any future day, the feparate debt of each king- 
dom refpectively fhall have been liquidated, or the values of their refpeétive 
debts (eftimated according to the amount of the intereft and annuities at- 
tending the fame, of the finking fund applicable to the reduétion thereof, 
and the period within which the whole capital of fuch debt fhall appear to 
be redeemable by fuch finking fund) fhall be to each other, in the fame pro- 
portion with the refpeétive contributions of each kingdom refpectively, or 
where the amount by which the value of the larger of fuch debts fhall vary 
from fuch proportion, fhall not exceed one hundredth part of the faid valuc ; 
and if it fhall appear to the united parliament, that the refpe€tive circum- 
ftances of the two countries will thenceforth admit of their contributing in- 
difcriminately, by equal taxes impofed on the fame articles in each, to the 
future general expence of the united kingdom, it fhall be competent to the 
faid united parliament to declare, that all future expence thenceforth to be 
incurred, together with the intereft and charges of all joint debts contraéted 
previous to fuch declaration, fhall be defrayed indifcriminately by equal taxes 
impofed on the fame articles in each country, and thenceforth from time to 
time as circumftances may require to impofe and apply fuch taxes accord- 
ingly, fubjeé& only to fuch particular exemptions or abatements in Ireland, 
and that part of Great Britain called Scotland, as circumftances may appear 
from time to time to demand, that from the period of fuch declaration, it 

fhall 
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fhall no longer be neceflary to regulate the contribution of the two countries 
towards the future general expences, according to any of the rules herein 
before provided. 

Provided neverthelefs, that the intereft or charges which may remain on 
account of any part of the feparate debt with which either country is charge- 
able, and which fhail not be liquidated or confolidated proportionably as 
above, fhall, until extinguifhed, continue to be defrayed by feparate taxes 
infeach country. 

Refolved, 10. That a fum not lefs than the fum which has been granted 
by the parliament of Ireland, on the average of fix years, as premiums for 
the internal encouragement of agriculture or manufacture, or for the main- 
taining inftitutions for pious and charitable purpofes, fhall be applied for the 
period of twenty years after the Union to fuch local purpofes, in fueh manner 
as the parliament of the united kingdom fhall direct. 

Refolved, 11. That from and after the firft day of January, one thoufand 
eight hundred and one, all public revenue arifing from the territorial depen- 
dencies of the united kingdom, {hall be applied to the general expenditure 
of the empire, in the proportions of the refpeétive contributions of the two 
countries. 

Refolved, 12. That for the fame purpofe it would be fit to propofe that 

lords fpiritual of Ireland, and lords temporal of Ireland, 
fhall be the number to fit and vote on the part of Ireland in the Houfe of 
Lords of the parliament of the united kingdom, and one hundred commoners 
(two for each county of Ireland, two for the city of Cork, one for the Uni- 
verfity of Trinity College, and one for each of the thirty-one moft confiderable 
-cities, towns and boroughs) be the number to fit and vote on the part of Ire- 
Jand, in the Houfe of Commons in the parliament of the united kingdom. 

Refolved, 13. That fuch aétis as fhall be paffed in the parliament of Ive- 
land previous to the Union, to regulate the mode by which the lords fpiritual 
and temporal and the commons to ferve in the parliament of the united king- 
dom on the part of Ireland, fhall be fummoned or returned to the faid par- 
liament, fhall be confidered as forming part of the treaty of Union, and thall 
be incorporated in the aét of the refpective parliaments, by which the faid 
Union fhall be ratified and eftablithed. 

Refolved, 14. That all queftions touching the cleCtion of members to fit on 
the part of Iveland in the Houfe of Commons of the united kingdom, fhall 

be 
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be heard and decided in the fame manner as queftions touching fuch eleGtions 
in Great Britain now are, or at any time hereafter fhall by law be heard and 
decided, fubjeét neverthelefs, to fuch particular regulations in refpeét of Ire- 
land, as from local circumftances the parliament of the faid united kingdom 
may from time to time deem expedient. 

Refolved, 15. Thaé the qualifications in refpect of property of the mem- 
bers eleéted on the part of Ireland to fit in the Houfe of Commons of the 
United Kingdom, fhall be refpectively the fame as are now provided by law, 
in cafes of elections for counties, and cities and boroughs refpeétively, in that 
part of Great Britain called England, unlefs any other provifion fhall herc- 
after be made in that refpeét by aét of the parliament of the united kingdom. 

Refolved, 16. That when his majefty, his heirs or fucceffors, fhall declare 
his, her, or their pleafure, for holding the firft or any fubfequent parliament of 
the united kingdom, a proclamation fhall iffue under the great feal of the 
united kingdom, to caufe the Lords fpiritual and temporal and Commons who 
are to ferve in the parliament thereof on the part of Ireland, to be returned 
in fuch manner as by any aét of this prefent feflion of the parliament of Ire- 
land fhall be provided; and that the Lords fpiritual and temporal and Com- 
mons of Great Britain fhall together with the lords f{piritual and temporal and 
commons fo returned as aforefaid, on the part of Ireland, conftitute the two 
houfes of parliament of the united kingdom. 

Refolved, 17. That if his majefty on or before the firft day of January, one 
thoufand eight hundred and one, on which day the Union is to take place, 
fhall decane under the great feal of Great Britain, that it is expedient that 
the Lords and Commons of the prefent parliament of Great Britain, thould be 
members of the refpeétive houfe of the firft parliament of the united kingdom 
on the part of Great Britain, then the faid Lords and Commons of the pre- 
fent parliament of Great Britain fhall accordingly be the members of the re- 
{fpective houfes of the firft parliament of the united kingdom on the part of 
Great Britain, and they, together with the Lords fpiritual and temporai and 
commons fo fummoned and returned as above on the part of Ireland, fhall be 
the lords {piritnal and temporal and commons of the firft parliament of the 
united kingdom ; and fuch firft parliament may (in that cafe), if not fooner 
diffolved, continue to fit fo long as the prefent parliament of Great Britain 
may now by law centinue to fit, and that every one of the lords of parliament 
of the united kingdom, and every member of the Houfe of Commons of the 
united kingdom in the firft and all fucceeding parliaments, fhall, until the 
parliament 
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parliament of the united kingdom fhall otherwife provide, take the oaths, and 
make and fubfcribe the declaration, which are at prefent by law enjoined to 
be taken, made and fubferibed by the lords and commons of the parliament 
of Great Britain. 

Refolved, 18. That for the fame purpofe it would be fit to propofe that the 
churches of that part of Great Britain called England and of Ireland fhould 
be united into one church, and the archbithops, bifhops, deans and clergy of 
the churches of England and Ireland thall, from time to time, be fummoncd 
to and entitled to fit in convocation of the united church in the like manner, 
and fubjeét to the fame regulations as are at prefent by law eftablifhed, with 
refpeét to the like orders of the church of England, and the doétrine, worfhip, 
difcipline and government of the united church fhall be preferved as now by 
law eftablithed for the church of England; and the doéirine, worfhip, difci- 
pline and government of the church of Scotland fhall likewife be preferved as 
now by law eftablifhed for the church of Scotland. And that the continuance 
and prefervation for ever of the faid united church, as the eftablifhed church 
of that part of the united kingdom called England and Ireland, fhall be 
deemed and taken to be an eflential and fundamental condition of the treaty 
of Union. 

Refolved, 19. That for the fume purpofe, all laws in force at the time of the 
Union, and all courts of civil and ecclefiaftical jurifdiétion within the refpective 

“kinedoms, fhall remain as now by law eftablifhed, fubject only to fuch altera- 
tions and regulations, from time to time, as circumftances may appear to the 
parliament of the united kingdom to require, provided that all writs of error 
and appeals depending at the time of the Union, or hereafter to be brought, 
and which might now be finally decided by the Houfe of Lords of either 
kingdom, {hall from and after the Union be finally decided by the Houfe of 
Lords of the united kingdom ; and provided, that from and after the Union 
there fhall remain in Ireland an inftance Court of Admiralty, for the determi- 
nation of caufes, civil and maritime only ; and tHat all laws at prefent in force 
in either kingdom, which fhall be contrary to any of the provifions which 
may be enacted by any act for carrying this article into effeét, be from and 
after the Union repealed. 

Refolved, 20. That for the fame purpofe it would be fit to propofe that his 
majefty’s fubje&is of Great Britain and Ireland fhall, from and after the firft 
day of January, one thoufand eight hundred and one, be entitled to the fame 

Wor. 11, ia privi- 
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privileges, aud be on the fame footing as to encouragement and bounties on 
the like articles, being the growth, produce or manufatture of either kingdom, 
refpectively and generally in refpect of trade and navigation, in all ports and 
places in the united kingdom and its dependencies ; and that in all treaties 
made by his majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, with any foreign power, his ma- 
jefty’s fubjeéts of Ireland fhall have the fame privileges, and be on the fame 
footing as his majefty’s fubjeéts of Great Britain. 

Refolved, 21. That from the firft day of January, one thoufand eight hun- 
dred and one, all prohibitions and bounties on the export of articles the growth 
or manufacture of either country to the other fhall ceafe and determine ; and 
that the faid articles fhall thenceforth be exported from one country to the 
other without duty or bounty on fuch export. 

Refolved, 22. That all articles, the growth, produce or manufacture of 
either kingdom, not herein-after enumerated as fubject to fpecific duties, fhall 
from henceforth be imported into each country from the other free from duty, 
other than fuch countervailing duty as fhall be annexed to the feveral articles 
contained in the Schedule No. I. ; and that the articles herein after enume- 
rated fhall be fubjeét for the period of twenty years from the Union, on impor- 
tation into each country from the other, to the duties fpecified in the fchedule 
No. II. annexed to this article, viz. 


Apparel Lace, gold and filver, gold and 
Brafs, wrought filver threads 

Cabinet ware Thread, bullion for lace, pearl and 
Coaches and carriages fpangles 

Copper, wrought Millinery 

Cottons Paper, ftained 

Glafs Pottery 

Haberdafhery Sadlery 

Hats Silk, manufacture 

Tin plates, wrought iron and hard- Stockings 

ware 


And that the woollen manufacture fhall pay on importation into each coun- 
try, the duties now payable on importation into Ireland ; falt and hops on im- 
portation into Ireland, duties not exceeding thofe which are now paid in 
Treland ; and coals on importation to be fubject to burdens not exceeding 


thofe to which they are now fubject. 
That 
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That callicoes and muflins be fubject and liable to the duties now payable 
on the fame, until the fifth day of January one thoufand eight hundred and 
eiglt; and from and after the faid day, the faid duties fhall be annually re- 
duced in fuch proportions, and at fuch periods as fhall hereafter be enacted, 
fo as that the faid duties fhall ftand at ten per cent. from and after the fifth 
day of January, one thoufand eight hundred and fixteen, until the fifth day 
of January, which hall be in the year one thoufand eight hundred and 
twenty-one ; and that cotton, yarn, and cotton twift, fhall alfo be fubject and 
liable to the duties now payable upon the fame, until the fifth day of January; 
one thoufand eight hundred and eight, and fromand after the faid day, the faid 
duties fhall be annually reduced at fuch times, and in fuch proportions, as fhall 
be hereafter enacted, fo as that all duties fhall ceafe on the faid articles from 
and after the fifth day of January one thoufand eight hundred and fixteen. 

Refolved, 23. That any articles of the growth, produce or manufacture of 
either country, which are or may be fubject to internal duty, or to duty on 
the materials of which they are compofed, may be made fubject on their im- 
portation into each country refpectively from the other, to fuch countervail- 
ing duty as fhall appear to be juft and reafonable in refpect to fuch internal 
duty or duties on the materials ; and that for the faid purpoles the articles 
fpecified in the faid fchedule, No. I. fhould, upon importation into Ireland, 
be fubject to the duty which fhall be fet forth therein, liable to be taken off. 
diminifhed or increafed inthe manner herein fpecified ; and that upon the like 
export of the like articles from each country to the other refpectively, a draw- 
back fhall be given, equal in amount to the countervailing duty, payable on 
the articles herein before fpecified, on the import into the fame country with 
the other ; and that in like manner, in future, it fhall be competent to the 
united parliament to impofe any new or additional countervailing duties, or 
to take off or diminifh fuch exifting countervailing duties as may appear 
on like principles to be juft and reafonable, in refpect of any futnre or addi- 
tional internal duty on any article of the growth or manufacture of either 
country, or of any new additional duty on any materials of which fuch article 
may be compofed, or any abatement of the fame ; and that when any fuch 
new or additional countervailing duty {hall be fo impofed on the import of 
any article into either country from the other, a drawback equal in amount to 
fuch countervailing duty, thall be given in like manner on the export of every 
fuch article refpectively trom the fame country. 

7 te Refolved, 
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Refolved, 24. That all articles, the growth, produce or manufacture of 
either kingdom, when exported through the other, fhall in all cafes be ex- 
ported fubject to the fame charges as if they had been exported directly from 
the country of which they were the growth, produce or manufacture. 

Refolved, 25. That all duty charged on the import of foreign or colonial 
goods into either country, fhall, on their export to the other, be either drawn 
back, or the amount, if any be retained, fhall be placed to the credit of the 
country to which they fhall be fo exported, fo long as the general expences of 
the empire thall be defrayed by proportional contributions. Provided nothing 
herein fhall extend to take away any duty, bounty or prohibition which exifts 
with refpeét to corn, meal, malt, flower and bifcuit, but that the fame may be 
regulated, varied or repeated, from time to time, as the united parliament fhall 


deem expedient. 


SCHEDULE, No. I. 


Of the articles to be charged with countervailing duties upon importation 
from Great Britain into Ireland, according to the fixth article of Union. 
Articles to be charged with countervailing duty in Ireland: 


Beer Silk 

Glafs Spirits 
Leather Sugar, refined 
Paper, ftained Sweets 

Paper Tobacco. 


SCHEDULE, No. IT. 

Of the articles charged with the duties fpecified upon importation into 
Great Britain and Ireland refpectively, according to the fixth article of the 
Union. 

Ten per cent. on the true value. 


Apparel Cotton, except callicocs and 
Brafs, wrought muflins 

Cabinet ware Glafs 

Coaches and other carriages Haberdafhery 

Copper, wrought TIats 


Tin 
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Tin plates, wrought iron and hard- Paper, ftained 
ware Pottery 
Lace, gold and filver, gold and Sadlery and other manufactured 
filver threads, bullion for lace, leather 
pearl and fpangles Silk manufacture 
Millinery Stockings. 
, No. CXX. 
(P. 1066.) 


Veneris, 6° Junii, 1800. 


The Houfe of Commons was moved, that the following Addrefs be prefented ta 
his Majefty. 

WE, your majefty’s loyal and dutiful fubjeéts, the Commons of Ireland, at 
all times fenfible of the numerous and effential advantages, which we, in com- 
mon with your fubjeéts in Ireland, have derived under your aufpicious reign, 
beg leave to affure you, that none have more impreffed the hearts of your 
majefty’s fubjeéts than the adjuftment at your majefty’s gracious recom- 
mendation cntered into by the parliament of Great Britain and Ireland in 
1782, thereby forming the moft folemn compact which can fubfift between 
two countries under a common fovereign; that the refult of that compact and 
adjuftment was the increafe of our trade and of our revenue, together with 
the harmony of the two parliaments and the fupport of the connection ; that the 
faid compaét on the part of your majefty’s parliament of Ireland, has been 
religioufly and beneficially adhered to, infomuch, that a final termination of 
all conftitutional queftions between the two nations took place, and the com- 
mercial points which at that time remained to be fettled, have fince, without 
agitation or ferment, been gradually and fatisfactorily difpofed of. 

That under thefe circumftances it is with the deepeft concern and the 
greateft furprize we have feen a meafure propounded, under the name of Union, 
to fet afide this moft important and facred covenant, to deprive this country 
of her parliament in time to come, and in lieu thereof to introduce an innova- 
tion, confifting of a feparate Irifh government without an Irifh parliament, 
whofe power is to be transferred to a Britith parliament without an availing 

Inifh 
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Irith reprefentation therein, an innovation fuch as may impair and corrupt the 
conftitution of Britain without preferving the liberties of Ireland ; fo that this 
country fhall be in time to come taxed without being duly reprefented and 
legiflated by a body out of the realm, incapable of applying proper remedies, 
and remote from the means of knowing her wants, her withes, and her in- 
terefts. 

That giving the name of Union to the meafure is a delufion; the two king- 
doms are already united to each other in one common empire, one in unity of 
intereit and unity of conftitution, as has been emphatically pronounced from 
the throne by your majefty’s former viceroy, bound together by law, and 
what is more effeétual than law, by mutual intereft, mutual affection, and mu- 
tual duty, to promote the common profperity of the empire, and it is our 
glory and happinefs that we form an infeparable part of it. 

That this union has ftood the teft of ages, unbroken by the many foreign 
wars, civil commotions and rebellions which have affailed it, and we dread 
the rafh and defperate innovation which now would wantonly and unneceffa- 
rily put it to the hazard; an innovation which does not affect to ftrengthen 
the unalterable intereft of each country in fupporting the revolution that 
placed your majefty’s illuftrious family on the throne, for that intereft cannot 
be increafed by any law; it is implanted in our hearts---it is interwoven 
with our profperity—it grows with our growth, and ftrengthens with our 
ftrength. 

Neither does it profefs their conneétion together, becaufe that intereft 
already exifts, and we know and feel that fuch connection includes all that 
is dear to us, and is effential to the common happinefs and exiftence of both 
nations. 

We therefore do, with all humility, implore your majefty’s proteétion of that 
glorious revolution, and of that effential connection againft the perfeverance 
of your majefty’s minifters in their endeavours to inforce this ruinous meafure. 

Their avowed obje& is a union of the two nations; but the only union 
they attempt isa union of the two parliaments, and the articles which are 
to attend their partial and defeétive union, are all fo many enumerations of 
exifting diftinét interefts in the two kingdoms, which it cannot identify, and 
which require feparate parliaments refident in each duly to attend them. 

In refpect to taxes, the purfe of each nation is vefted in its own Houfe of 
Commons by the principles of the conftitution ; the fecurity of our hberty, 

and 
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and the great confitutional balance of the powers of the fiate, lie in its being 
left there; but the articles acknowledge a feparate purfe, and a feparate 
intereft in that purfe, by providing for a feparate proportion of expence, 
feparate modes and laws of taxation. feparate debis, feparate finking funds, 
feparate treafury, feparate exchequer, feparate accounts of revenue to be kept, 
and feparate articles of produce to be placed in the way of debtor and creditor 
between the two kingdoms as between two unconnected parties ; and though 
they ftate, acknowledge and attempt to torm regulations for all thefe many 
diftinct interefts, which no laws can identify or confolidate; and thougH even 
the legal interefi of money remains different in the two kingdoms without 
their attempting to aifimilate it, vet they take away the Iruh parliament, 
which thefe diftinétneffes ought rather to have fuggefied the creation of, 
if it did not exift, and they lay the foundation of diftrefs, difcontent, and 
jealouties in this kingdom, if not of worfe evils, and tend to familiarize ideas 
of feparation inftead of union, to the utter ruin of this vour ancient kingdom, 
and vour loval dubjects therein. 

In regard to manufactures, they acknowledge the intereft in them to be fo 
diftinét, that they are forced to provide in exprefs terms againit a tree inter- 
courte being allowed between the two kingdoms, in more than twenty gene- 
ra! denominations, and they eftablifh countervailing duties on the mutual 
import of at leaft twenty-four f{pecies of goods, on account of the neceflary 
difference in taxation and the diftinctnefs of revenue, which, from the fepa- 
rate intere{t of the two kingdoms in them, will not admit of confolidation. 

On the mutual interchange of corn, that great neceflary of life, thev not 
only continue duties, but they provide for retaining prohibitions and boun- 
ties; and inftead of even alleging an identity of intereft in fo important az 
genera! an article. they avow iuch feparate intereft to exift in it as Jaw cannot 
remove : and an interdict is neceflary to be laid on its free communication 
between two kingdoms, which vour majefiy’s minifters have at the fame time 
the hardinefs to tell us, their project is to unite, identify, and confolidate 
throughout all their interefts. 

We fee with them that thefe interefts are diftinct, and we therefore raife up 
our voices to your majefty againft their impracticable attempt to confolidate 
them ; an attempt which they themfelves acknowledge to be fo by their 
many provifions, all intended to fecure a continuance of their diftincinefs. 

But, however feparate theie intereits are in taxes, in revenue, in trade, and. 
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in manufactures, and however incapable of bemg identified, we have the hap- 
pinefs of knowing, that in the great point of conftitution no difference exifts ; 
both nations have a full nght to all the bleffings of the Britith conftitution, 
and we have an identity, not a diftinétnefs of intereft, in the poflefiion of it; 
yet fuch is the ftrange pafiion of your majefty’s minitters for innovation, that 
not finding any fuch diftinétnefs, they do by thefe articles create feveral 
highly alarming to us, and to all your majefty’s fubjeéts of this kingdom, who 
claim an equal right with Great Britain in the full and free enjoyment of that 
conftitution. 

All the Irifh temporal lords, except twenty-eight, are to be incapacitated 
by this meafure exercifing their rights and duties as peers and hereditary coun- 
fellors, while every Britifh temporal lord is to retain his full funétions, 

Four {piritual lords only are to have a fhare in the legiflature, while all the 
Britith fpiritual lords are to continue theirs; and two-thirds of the Inth com- 
moners are to be difqualified, while every Britifh commoner remains. 

The articles further declare, that all Irith peerages fhall be confidered as 
peerages of the united kingdom, whereby the Irifh peers who are to be inca- 
pacitated from legiflating as peers are to continue peers, and may legiflate as 
commoners, againft every known principle and eftablifhed praétice of the 
conftitution ; nay, even when chofen commoners, they are not to reprefent 
any place in Ireland, the country from whence they derive their honors, 
although their voices as commoners will extend equally with that of every 
other commoner to all the corners of this kingdom ; and thus the Irifh purfe 
will be eventually put into the hands of the Inifh peers, in direét defiance of 
a great and fundamental principle of the conftitution. 

All thefe degrading and unconftitutional diftinctions are not only created 
in the Irith peerage, but are to remain for ever without power of alteration, by 
a provifion being made in the articles for a conftant creation of peers for Ire- 
land. 

That the Irifh peerage is to be kept for ever a diftinét body from the Britith, 
though the projeét profefies a union of the two kingdoms of Britain and Ire- 
land, and attempts a union of the two parliaments, of which the peerage, 
a conftituent part, ftripped as it will be of all parliamentary funétion, perpe- 
tuates a diftinétion infulting and degrading to this kingdom, which our mi- 
nifters, if they had folely in view, without any regard to influence, a lafting 
union of the parliaments, to which this continuance no way contributes, 
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would have avoided by providing that the Irith peers when reduced to the 
propofed number of twenty-eight, fhould be declared peers of the united em- 
pire equally with the Britifh, and thus would have diffolved all national 
diftin@tions between them for the time to come. 

But it is not in trade, revenue, and manufactures only, that diftinct inte- 
refts are declared to exift, nor in conftitution alone that feparate interefts are to 
be created; the fame diftinétion is to be preferved in the adminiftration of 
juftice, every difference of law, every variation of practice and of regulation 
which now prevails, is to be allowed to difitinguith the civil and ecclefiaftical 
courts, with this one exception only, that in the ultimate appeal every Irifh 
fuitor is to be again at tiie expence and hazard of going to Weftminfter, 
inftead of having a court in Dublin to refort to. 

We enlarge the more on thefe feveral enumerations of feparate interefts, 
avowed or created by your majefty’s minifters, becaufe the many provifions 
they propofe for their future regulation, are fo many acknowledgments that 
no force of law can identify them fo as to admit of their confolidation. Pro- 
vifions all in themfelves prefumptuous and infufficient, inafmuch as it is not 
in the power of human wifdom to forefee the events of time, and provide now 
by a fyftem declared immutable, for the varying changes which mutt naturally 
take place in the lapfe of years. 

Under the fame conviction, though they profefs a union of the two parlia- 
ments, they do not attempt out of them one with equal and common powers 
for both kingdoms ; it is to be free in all its functions in refpe& to Britain, but 
fhackled and bound up by reftriétions as to Ireland. 

In this they deprive your majefty’s [vith fubjeéts of a parliament fuch only 
as the Britith conftitution acknowledges, free in its deliberations for every 
part of the empire it is to legiflate for, fuch as we have a right to enjoy, equally 
unreftrained in its powers and unfettered in its proceedings as to the interefis 
of this your majefty’s kingdom; and fuch a one free and independent in all 
its funétions, as we folemnly claimed to be our birthright in 1782, and as your 
majefty in your wifdom and juftice did then gracioufly confirm to this king- 
dom for ever, but which claim and gracious confirmation your minifters now 
feek to take away from the kingdom for ever. 

That having thus fhewn to your majefty how very inefficient the project 
of your minifters is to anfwer even the purpofe it avows, and how very ruinous 
its operation muft be, if yon fhall not be gracioufly pleafed to interfere, we 
feel it our further duty to expofe fully to your majefty’s view not only the 
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artful delufions which thofe minifters have prefumed to hold out of fuppofed 
advantages in commerce, in revenue, in taxes and in manufactures to deceive 
the people into an approbation of their fcheme, but the corrupt and uncon- 
ftitutional means which they have ufed, the undue manner in which they 
have employed the influence of the crown and the mifreprefentations which 
they have made of the fenfe of your majefty’s people of Ireland on the 
meafure. 

Were all the advantages, which without any foundation they have declared 
that this meafure offers, to be its inftant and immediate confequence, we do 
not hefitate to fay exprefsly, that we could not harbour the thought of accept- 
ing them in exchange for our freedom for commerce, or our conftitution for 
revenue; but the offers are mere impofitions, and we fiate with the firmeft con- 
fidence, that in commerce or trade their meafure confers no one advantage, 
nor can it confer any, for by your majefty’s gracious and paternal attention 
to this your ancient realm of Ireland, every reflriétion under which its coms 
merce laboured has been removed during your majefty’s aufpicious reign, and 
we are now as free to trade to all the world as Britain is. 

In manufactures any attempt it makes, to offer any benefit which we do 
not now enjoy, is vain and delufive, and wherever it is to have effeét, that 
effeét will be to our injury; moft of the duties on import which operate as 
protections to our manufa¢tures are under its provifion either to be removed 
or reduced immediately, and thofe which will be reduced are to ceafe entirely 
at a limited time; though many of our manufactures owe their exiftence to 
the protection of thofe duties, and though it is not in the power of human wif- 
dom to forefee any precife time, when they may be able to thrive without them. 
Your majefty’s faithful commons feel more than an ordinary intereft in laying 
this faét before you, becaufe they have under your majefty’s approbation raifed 
up and nurfed many of thofe manufactures, and by fo doing have encouraged 
much capital to be vefted in them, the proprietors of which are now to be left 
unprotected, and to be deprived of the parliament on whofe faith’they em- 
barked themfelves, their families and properties in the undertaking. 

In revenue we fhall not only lofe the amount of the duties which are thus 
to be removed or lowered, and which the papers laid before us by the lord 
lieutenant fhew to amount to the inimediate annual fum of 50,000/. but we 
fhall be deprived of nearly as much more by the annihilation of various ex- 
port duties, which have fubfifted for above a century on other articles of in- 
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tercourfe, without being felt or complained of by us; and this whole revenue 
of 50,000/. operating beneficially to our manufa¢tures, and of near 50,000/. 
more which oppreffed no manufacture, is to be wantonly given up without 
the defire or with of either nation, at a time when our income is more than 
ever unequal to our expences, and when the difficulty of raifing new taxes to 
fupply its place, is alarmingly encreafed by our having been obliged in this- 
very feffion, to impofe new burthens to the eftimated amount of 200,000/. a 
year, and we cannot but remark that in this arrangement, while we give up 
this revenue of near 100,000/. a year, Great Britain is to give up one not 
amounting quite to 40,000/. an inequality no way confonant with the impar- 
tiality or juftice profefled by your majefty’s minifters, nor any wife confiltent 
with the comparative abilities of the two countries to replace the lofs. 

But the impofition of your majefty’s minifters is {till more glaring, in their 
having prefumed to fix a proportion of contribution towards the general fu- 
ture expences, to be obferved by the two kingdoms in the ratio of one by 
Ireland, for every feven parts and a half by Britain. 

If they had any plaufible grounds, whereon they calculated this propor- 
tion, they have not deigned to lay them before your parliament, and the 
ufuai and eftablithed forms of committees to inveftigate into matters of fuch 
intricate and extended calculation have been fuperfeded by them. 

Your majefty’s faithful commons are fatisfied that the calculation is ex- 
tremely erroneous, and that on a juft and fair enquiry into the comparative 
means of each country, this kingdom ought not and is not able to contribute 
in any thing like the proportion. 

They feel a duty too to proteft moft folemnly againft any arrangement of 
taxation, to none of which they have had documents, or made any enquiry to 
guide their judgments, and in which they underftand no confideration what- 
ever has been had to the different legal intereft of money in this kingdom, 
which caufes a difadvantage of 20/. per cent. in procuring capital, nor to the 
relative quantity of fhipping poffeffed and ufed by each country, nor to the 
export trade in foreign articles, nor to the extent of manufa¢ture for home 
confumption, nor to the balance of trade which fhews the annual increafe of 
its clear profit, and of courfe the annual increafe of the fund, it creates to 
contribute from, in all of which the means of Britain very far exceed the 
foregoing proportion, and particularly in the balance of trade, which in Ive- 
land amounts to little more than half a million with all the world, but it is 
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ftated by authority to have amounted to 14,800,000/. in Britain, exclufive of 
an annual influx of money from the Eaft and Weft Indies to the amount of 
four millions to the proprietors refident in Britain, and of two millions fronz 
Treland to the proprietors of Irifh eftates refident there, and of another millior 
from Ireland for the charges of her debt due in Britain; whereas the only 
known or vifible influx of money into Ireland is the above balance of trade 
of half a million only, and thefe two fums of two millions and one million,. 
while they add to the wealth and means of Britain unfortunately take away in 
the fame amount from the ability of Ireland. 

Thus had a due inveftigation been made, and a fair enquiry gone into witl: 
a view to obtain a true knowledge of faéts whereon to ground a juft calculation, 
it would have appeared that this proportion for Ireland is not only unjuft, 
but far beyond what it will be in her power to difcharge; and the rafhnefs 
of your majefty’s minifters in hazarding fuch a meafure, is the more to be 
lamented or wondered at, becaufe flould Ireland engage to pay more than 
fle is able to anfwer, the neceffary confequence muft be a rapid decreafe of her 
capital, the decline of her trade, a failure in the produce of her taxes, and in 
the end her total bankruptcy; but under fuch circuniftances fhe cannot be 
alone a bankrupt; and fhould fhe fatally become fo by an injudicious or 
avaricious apportionment of conftitution, Great Britain muft fhare in her 
ruin, and our great and glorious empire be brought to the brink of deftruction, 
by an innovating attempt to take from Ireland its conftitution, and fubftitute 
a theoretic, vifionary and untried fyftem in its room. 

We fhould therefore earneftly fupplicate your majefty, to oblige your mi- 
nifters to defer the meafure, until a full and fatisfaétory inveftigation fhould 
be made, if we did not feel, that it ought to be entirely relinquifhed, and that 
the injuries and dangers attending on it, could not be removed by any change 
of that proportion, or reconciled by any modification of detail whatfoever. 

Subordinate however as the confideration of it is, we cannot omit remarking 
to your majefty, that there is cunningly and infidioufly annexed to it a pro- 
vifion for its ceafing, even within the fhort period of three years, fhould the 
war continue fo long; and that when we fhall increafe our debt fo, as that it 
fhall bear the like proportion to the permanent debt of Britain, all the delufive 
benefit held out by this proportion is to ceafe, and we are to undergo common 
taxes with Britain. 

We lament fuch delufion fhould be reforted to, it is too palpable not to be 
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feen, and inftead of the confidence which ought to attend every arrangement 
between the kingdoms, fuch conduct muft excite diffidence and diftruft. 

This proportion of their refpective permanent debts is to be attained by in- 
creafing our debt, which we muft do, and by Britain leffening her's, which fhe 
is in the actual courfe of reducing, as rapidly at leaft as that of Ireland in- 
creafes; the abfurdity therefore of the pofition is felf-evident, for it fays, that 
Ireland by increafing her debt, and its annual charges, will become more weal- 
thy and more able to bear equal taxes with Britain, but that Britain by decrea- 
fing her’s will be lefs able to pay her contribution and can only pay equal taxes. 

Another delufion (omitted however in the articles propofed,) has been alfo 
plaufibly offered, ftill further to deceive your majefty’s fubjects of Ireland into 
an approbation of this defiructive meafure, and a promife has beeu autho- 
vitatively announced or artfully infinuated by your minifters in this kingdom, 
that Ireland is to fave by it, or that Great Britain is to give her a million a 
year revenue in time of war and half a million a year in time of peace. 

But we know, that during a war like the prefent fuch a promife is im- 
practicable, and both kingdoms muft {train every nerve and draw forth every 
refource. 

We feek not to load our fifter kingdom unneceffarily by leffening our own 
burthen, and our loyalty forbids us to liften to arguments which offer to fave 
our purfe at the expenfe of Britain; but it is alla delufion, for we fee nothing 
in the uniting the two parliameuts which can change the courfe of the war, 
or leffen the total mafs of expenfe of both nations; and we aflert moft con- 
fidently, that no gift can be made or faving enfue in our expenfes by the 
Union, however they may be attempted to be encreafed by the unfounded 
and unfair proportion afcertained for us to bear of the general expenditure; 
but were the offer founded, were it effectual and defirable, its advantages reft 
on the misfortunes of war, and we fhould feel ourfelves unworthy of the truft 
repofed in us, if we could fuffer a hope, arifing from the continuation of fuch 
a dreadful calamity, to direct our conduét in any meafure, much lefs in one 
which calis on us to give up our conftitution for ever. 

Neither can we look forward to any propofed faving from the Union in 
peace, for we are not told, nor could we believe it, if your majefty’s minifters 
did tell us, that a bill profefling to unite the two kingdoms, infeparably united 
without a bill, can have an influence on the fituation of the affairs of Europe, 
or that it can allow us, during the next peace, to difpenfe with keeping up the 
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fame military force as during the laft, and we are further given to underftand, 
that your majefty’s royal court, and all its eftablifhment, the courts of law, the 
exchequer, and all the revenue expenfes are to be continued without the par- 
liament equally as with it; but were the faving practicable, we feel it our own 
duty to make it without a Union, and we know no parliament can do it for 
Ireland, with the fame fafety as the refident parliament of Ireland. 

But it is not only in refpeét to thefe delufions held outas to trade and revenue 
that we feel it our duty to lay before your majefty the conduét of your mi- 
nifters on this meafure; we muft ftate the means by which they have endea- 
voured to carry it. That in the firft inftance, admitting the neceffity of con- 
forming to the fenfe of the parliament and the people, they took the fenfe of 
the commons, and found that fenfe to be againft it; that they then affected 
to appeal againit the parliament to the people, at the fame time endeavouring 
by their choice of fheriffs to obftruct the regular and conftitutional mode 
whereby the fenfe of the people has been ufually collected; that on the con- 
trary, they did ufe or abet and encourage the ufing of various arts and ftra- 
tages to procure from individuals of the loweft order, fome of whom were 
their prifoners and felons, fcandalous fignatures againit the conftitution; that 
notwithftanding thefe attempts to procure a fallacious appearance of firength 
and mufter again{t parliament, the people have exprefied their fentiments de- 
cidedly again{t the Union, and twenty-one counties at public meetings le- 
gally convened, and alfo many other counties by petitions figned by the 
freeholders, and many cities and towns, lave expreficd either to your majefty 
or to this houfe, or to both, their decided and unalterable hoftility to the 
Union; yet your minifters have as we believe, taken upon them to ftate to 
your majefty and your minifters in Britain, in defiance of all thefe fads, that 
the fenfe of the nation is not adverfe to the meafure; that if there could be 
any doubt that your majefty’s minifters in the appointment of fheriffs did 
confider how they might obftruét the people in delivering their opinion re- 
garding the Union, that doubt is fully explained by their continuing in office 
the fheriffs of the former year in more than one inftance, whence it alfo ap- 
pears how decidedly the fenfe of the country is againft this meafure, when 
your majefty’s mintfters found it difficult to procure any perfon to ferve the 
office of theriff who was properly qualified, and was alfo a friend to the mea- 
fure; that finding the fenfe of the people as well as the parliament to be 
againft it, your majefty’s minifters attempted to change thie parliament itfelf, 
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and refufing to take the fenfe of the nation by a general eleétion, they pro- 
cured a partial diffolution, and did fo publicly abufe the difqualifying claufe 
in the Place Bill, (which was enaéted for the exprefs purpofe of preferving the 
freedom and independence of parliament,) that by vacating feats under its 
authority very many new returns were made to this houfe for the purpofe of 
carrying it, and thus did they change the parliament without reftoring to the 
people; that before the miniftry had perverted the place bill, the fenfe of par- 
liament was againit their Union, and if that bill had not been fo perverted, 
that fenfe had remained unaltered; that of thofe who voted for the Union, 
we beg leave to inform your majefty that feventy-fix had places or penfions 
under the crown, and others were underthe immediate influence of conftituents 
who held great offices under the crown; that the praétices of influence above 
mentioned were accompanied by the removal from office of various fervants 
of the crown who had feats in parliament, particularly the chancellor of the 
exchequer, the prime ferjeant, three commiflioncrs of the revenue, a com- 
miffioner of accounts, a commiffioner of barracks and the curfitor of the 
court of chancery, becaufe they would not vote away the parliament, alfo by 
their withdrawing their confidence from others of your majefty’s faithful and 
able councellors for the fame reafon; that they procured or encouraged the 
purchafe of feats in this houfe to return members to vote for the Union, alfo 
the introduction of perfons unconnected with this country to vote away her 
parliament; that they have alfo attempted to proftitute the peerage by pro- 
mifing to perfons, not even commoners in parliament her facred honors, if 
they would come into this houfe and vote for the Union: and that, finally, 
they have annexed to their plan of Union an artful device, whereby a million 
and a half of money is to be given to private perfons poflefling returns, who 
are to reccive faid fum of the event of the Union, for the carrying of which to 
fuch an amount faid perfons are to be paid; and this nation is to make good 
the fale by which dhe is thus difinherited of her parliament, and is to be taxed 
for ever to raife the whole amount, although if vour minifters {hall perfevere in 
fuch a flagrant, unconftitutional {chemc, and the money is to be raifed, it is 
for the Union, and being therefore an imperial concern ought to be borne in 
the proportion already laid down for imperial expences, that is, two feven- 
teenths by Ireland and fiftcen feventeenths by Britain; that under thefe un- 
conftitutional cireumftances your majefty’s minifters have endeavoured, again{t 
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the declared fenfe of the people, to impofe upon them a new conftitution, 
fubverting the old one. 

That when‘we confider the peculiar fituation of this kingdom, with the 
annual drains of money from it by perfons poffeffing property in it who don’t 
refide, to the eftimated amount of at leaft two millions annually, when we ad- 
vert to the further inevitable drain of a million a year by the public revenue 
to be remitted to Britain for the annual charges of our public debt, and that 
to countervail thefe great and tremendous iffues of money, amounting to 
three millions, we have only our general balance of trade not 600,000/. a 
year to balance againft them ; we look with dread on a meafure which muft, 
on the one hand, neceffarily add to thofe drains by adding a new and large 
portion of our wealthieft fellow-fubjects to the prefent abfentees, and which 
mutt, on the other hand, decreafe that balance by encouraging and promot- 
ing new imports of manufacture in the room of thofe which will decline here. 

We look to it with the more dread, becaufe, notwithftanding the great loans 
from England to the amount of fix millions in the laft three years, we have 
not been able to counterbalance the exifting drains from hence and the ex- 
change has been and ftill continu s regularly and uniformly againft us. 

And further, becaufe our inability to raife the neceffary loans with this 
kingdom, even to the fmall extent that has been expected, is unfortunately 
now too evident; and the continuing to fupply our treafury by loans from 
Britain, though it may afford fome temporary relief, will regularly increafe 
the evil. 

Your majeity’s minifters, therefore, if they promife to themfelves, or to the 
Britith nation, any eafement to their own taxes from the fuppofed acceffion 
of power over our wealth and over our refources, will find themfelves moft 
thoroughly difappointed ; and if the difficulty of remittance fhall encreafe, 
the manufacturers of Britain who have hitherto fupplied this kingdom will 
find the demand for their goods decreafe in proportion as that difficulty 
fhall rife. 

That we underftand one benefit which they hold out from the propofed 
meafure is what your minifters affect to call tranquillizing Ireland, but that 
when we look to our parliament, and fee with what efficacy and promptnefs 
it has contributed to put down the late unfortunate rebellion, how inadequate 
a parliament not retident would have been; when we refleét that in a kingdom 
containing four and a half millions of people, a refident parliament mutt pof- 
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fefs the quick and authoritative means of giving energy to tle executive, which 
a parliament in another country cannot have ; that the removing the parlia- 
ment tends to remove with it from the kingdom thofe men ot large property 
and influence, of talents and refpectability, whofe prefence is at all times effen- 
tial to tranquillity, and may at fome conjunéture be alone capable of preferving 
it; that their abfence will leave room for political agitators, and men of ta- 
lents without principle or property, to difturb and irritate the public mind ; 
we tremble for the confequences of that meafure at once the moit rafh and un- 
neceflary that ever was brought forward by any minifters, and at a time moft 
fitted to produce every evil dreaded, and leaft fitted to promote any one bene- 
fit held forth. 

That when we confider the time chofen to introduce fuch a meafure we feel 
additional repugnance, it being the moment of our weaknefs and dittrefs, when 
the country is of courfe lefs free to deliver its full and heart-felt fentiments 
againft the illiberality of fuch an attempt; peculiarly mortifying to thofe your 
majefiy’s fubjeéts who had recently exerted themfelves in defence of that con- 
ftitution which they are now called upon to furrender, and at a time too when 
the {pirit of innovation is abroad and likely to be much encouraged by the 
example of your majefty’s minifters in this their proceeding againft the an- 
cient liberties of the people, who may be rendered an unprofitable or dangerous 
part of the Britifh empire, whether in confequence of this Union they become 
flavith and abjeét, or refilefs and diffatisfied. 

That when we refleét on the great value of the acts for trying controverted 
elections, how eminently and effeétually they have been framed for preferving 
the purity of election, without which purity of parliament cannot exilt; and 
when we fee that your minifters, well knowing the value we fet on them, have 
propofed various means to continue thofe benefits to us in the few elections 
which will remain to be held here after the Union, and have withdrawn them 
all from their inefficacy and infutticiency almoft as foon as they were propofed, 
and have now abandoned all hope of framing any ; we forefee and dread the 
formidable power which the meafure of Union will give to the minifter in all 
Irifh eleétions, by deftroying the beneficial operation of thefe aéis; for the 
expence, trouble and delay of trying controverted Irith elections in London, 
will deter many candidates, entitled to be returned, from feeking redrefs ;_ the 
fheriffs, who are all appointed by the minifter, will, in fat, nominate the mem- 
bers, and many of them having already obeyed the wifhes of the minifter in 
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endeavouring to ftifle the conftitutional voice of the people, give us too fure 
an omen of the conduét which may be expeéted from them in elections. 

That whether we reft on this incontrovertible and felf-evident truth, that 
no parliament in another kingdom can have the local information or know- 
ledge of the manners, habits, wants or wifhes of the nation, which its own par- 
liament naturally poffeffes, and which is requifite for beneficial legiflation, nor 
can be fupplied with the necefflary information, either as promptly or accu- 
rately ; or whether we look to the clear proofs of that truth which the pro- 
grefs of this meafure has afforded, by your minifters having called to their af- 
fiftance in London the great officers of this kingdom moft likely from their 
ftation to give full information for framing their meafure ; and though all 
their talents and all their own information, and what they obtained by letters 
while it was pending, were employed for months there, yet when they brought 
it back, a few hours, or rather a few minutes enquiry on the fpot in Dublin, 
forced them to alter their projeét in very many articles, complete and perfcét 
as they thought it: we have ftrong additional reafon to feel and to reprefent 
the manifeft and irreparable injuries which this kmgdom muft fuftain by the 
want of a refident parliament, and the impoffibility of legiflation being carried 
on for it as it ought to be. Therefore, inafmuch as the meafure of a Union 
is an unneceffary innovation, and innovations, at all times hazardous, are ren- 
dered peculiarly fo now by the awful fituation of the times ; inafmuch too, as 
far from being an innocent experiment, it is replete with changes injurious to 
our trade and manufactures and our revenues; inafmuch alfo, as it deftroys 
our conftitution which has worked well, aud fubftitutes a new one, the bene- 
fits of which we cannot fee, but the numerous evils and dangers of which are 
apparent, and which in every change it offers militates againft fome known and 
eftablifhed principle of the Britith conftitution ; inafmuch alfo, as it fo far en- 
dangers the conftitution of Britain, as not to leave us the certainty of enjoy- 
ing a free conftitution there when our own fhall be deftroyed ; 

Inafinuch as it tends to impoverifh and fubjugate Iveland, without giving 
wealth or ftrength to Britain ; 

Inafimuch as it tends to raife and perpetuate difcontent and jealoufies, to 
create new and firengthen old diftinétneffes of intereft in our concerns of 
trade, manufactures, revenue and conftitution; and inftead of encreafing 
the connection between the two kingdoms, may tend to their feparation, 
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to our confequent ruin, and to the deftruétion or difmemberment of the 
empire ; 

Tnafmuch as it endangers inftead of promoting or fecuring the tranquillity 
of Ireland, as it degrades the national pride and charaéter, debafes its rank 
from a kingdom to that of a dependant province, yet leaves us every expenfe 
and mark of'a kingdom but the great effential one ofa parliament; 

Inafmuch as it has been propofed and hitherto carried againft the decided 
and expretfed fenfe of the people, notwitliftanding the improper means reforted 
to to prevent that fenfe being declared, and to mifreprefent it when known ; 

Inafmuch as it is not grounded in all its intricate and momentous parts on 
that folemn and full inveftigation which ought to attend every meafure of 
great moment, and has been introduced and conducted with various delufions 
and impofitions, and with an unbecoming and fufpicious hafte ; 

Inafmuch as it provides for fending one hundred of the prefent reprefenta- 
tives to legiflate in another kingdom, though elected only to fit in the parlia- 
ment in this, and does not give the people an opportunity, by a new clection, 
to exercife their difcretion in a new choice of perfons for fuch a new, altered 
and increafed truft ; 

Inafimuch as it leaves to be determined, by the chance of drawing lots, the 
choice of thirty-two members to reprefent as many great cities and towns, 
with a levity which tends to turn into ridicule the facred and ferious truft of 
reprefentative ; and while it commits to one perfon the office which the con- 
{titution commits to two, of {peaking the voice of the people and granting 
their money, it does not allow the eleétors to chufe which of the two they will 
entruft with that power ; 

And inafmuch as means the moft unconftitutional, influence the moft un- 
due, and bribes openly avowed, have been reforted to, to carry it againft the 
known fenfe of the commons and people during the exiftence of martial law 
throughout the land : 

We feel it our bounden duty to ourfelves, our country, and our pofterity, to 
lay this our moft folemn proteft and prayer before your majefty, that you will 
be gracioufly pleafed to extend your paternal protection to your faithful and 
loyal fubjeéts, and to fave them from the danger threatened by your majefty’s 
minifters in this their ruinous and deftruétive projeét, humbly declaring with 
the moft cordial and warm fincerity, that we are atuated therein by an irre- 
fiftible fenfe of duty, by an unfhaken loyalty to your majefty, by a veneration 
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for the Britifh name, by an ardent attachment to the Britith nation, with 
whom we have fo often declared we will ftand or fall, and by a determination 
to preferve for ever the connection between the two kingdoms on which the 
happinefs, the power and the ftrength of each irrevocably and unalterably 
depend. 
The queftion being put on the foregoing motion, the houfe divided, 
Tellers for the Ayes, who went out, Lord Vifc. Corry 
and Mr. Saurin, - ~ } i 
Tellers for the Noes, who ftayed within, Right’ Hon. 
Mr. Attorney General, and Mr. Robert John, } 
It paffed in the negative. 


No. CXXI. 
Protefi of the Irifh Peers againft the Union. (Page 1066.) 


DIssENTIENT, 


1. Becaufe the meafure recommended by our moft gracious fovereign was 
a complete and entire Union between Great Britain and Ireland, to be founded 
upon equal and liberal principles. We cannot help obferving, that the terms 
propofed in the faid bill are inconfiftent with thofe principles, and are totally 
unequal. That Great Britain is thereby to retain entire and undiminifhed her 
Houfes of Lords and Commons, and that two-fifteenths of the Irith peers are 
to be degraded and deprived of their legiflative funGions, and that two-thirds 
of the Irifh Houfe of Commons are to be ftruck off. 

Such a proceeding appears to us totally unequal, both in refpeét of numbers, 
and the mode of forming the united parliament; and we cannot fuggeft any 
reafon for reducing the number of members of the Irith houfes of parliament, 
which does not apply with more force to reducing the number of the mem-., 
bers in the Britifh houfes of parliament, whofe numbers fo greatly exceed that 
of the members of the Inth houfes of parliament. . 

2. Becaufe the meafure recommended by his majefty, was a complete and 
entire Union between Great Britain and Ireland, by which we underftand fuch 
an Union as fhould fo perfectly identify the two nations, that they fhould be- 
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come one nation, and that there fhould not exift any diftin@ intereft between 
them. 

When we confider the provifions of the faid bill, we find that although its 
profeffed object is to form a perfeét Union between them, it does not in any 
fort effect it. It unites the legiflature, but does not identify the nations. 
Their interefts will remain as diftinét as they are at prefent. Ireland will con- 
tinue to be governed by a viceroy, affifted by an Irith privy council. Her 
purfe, her revenues, her expenditure, and her taxes, will be as diftin&t as they 
are at prefent from thofe of Great Britain, even their intercourfe of trade muft 
be carned on as between two feparate nations, through the medium of revenue 
officers. Such diftinétnefles of intereft prove that they require feparate par- 
liaments, refident in each kingdom to attend to them. That fuch Union is 
only nominal, and that it does not effect that complete and entire Union re- 
commended by his majefty, but fhews that from the circumftances of the two 
nations, the fame is totally impracticable. 

3. Becaufe the adjuftment of the numbers of the Irith members to be added 
to the two houfes of the imperial parliament, has been determined upon with- 
out any official documents, or other authentic information, having been laid 
before parliament. That upon the Union with Scotland, fuch proportion was 
adjufted by the commiffioners appointed for England and Scotland, upon an 
examination of their refpective claims, having thereupon agreed that the num- 
ber of commoners to be added to the Englith commoners, contifting of five 
hundred and thirteen, fhould be forty-five on the part of Scotland ; and the 
number of Englith peers, being then one hundred and eighty-five, they cal- 
culated that fixteen were the fame proportion to that number which forty- 
five were to the Englith Houfe of Commons, and therefore determined upon 
that number of peers. This calculation juftified the propriety of fuch adjuft- 
ment, and we cannot conceive upon what principle the number of Irifh peers 
was reduced to thirty-two, when, according to the proportion aforefaid, it 
ought to have been fifty-three. We muft confider fuch conduét as unjuft in 
its principle, and wantonly cafting a ftigma upon the Irith peerage, by de- 
privizg twenty-one of their body of their juft rights of fitting in the united 
parliament. 

4. Becaufe, that however proper it may have been for two parliaments to 
mark out the great outlines for forming an Union between the two nations, 
we think that from their fituations in different kingdoms, and the impracti- 
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cability of communication between them, they were ill fuited to the adjuftment 
of matters which required detail. 

That the mode of proceeding adopted by the great Lord Somers upon the 
Union with Scotland, of appointing conimithoners on the behalf of each na- 
tion, is proved by experience to have been well adapted to that purpofe. 
That fuch commiffioners having the means of procuring information, and 
communication with each other, were thereby enabled to fettle with propriety, 
and to the fatisfaction of both nations, fuch matters as fhould be neceflary to 
be adjufted between then. That inttead of adopting that wife and rational 
mode of proceeding, the adjuftment of the numbers to be added to the impe- 
rial parliament has been eftablifhed in purfuance of the mandate of the Britith 
minifter, without laying before Parliament any official document whatfoever, 
or taking any ftep to procure information concerning the refpeétive claims of 
the two nations. 

5. Becaufe by the original diftribution of power between the two houfes of 
parliament, it has becn eftablifhed as a leading and fundamental principle of 
the conftitution, that the commons fhould hold the purfe of the nation with- 
out the interference of the peerage ; notwithftanding which, and that the faid 
bill declares that Inifh peerages fhall be confidered as pecrages of the united 
kingdom ; it direéts that Irith peers fhall be eligible as commoners to repre- 
fent any place in Great Britain, whereby the purfe of the nation will be even- 
tually put into the hands of the peers of the united kingdom, under the de- 
{cription of Irifh peers, in direct defiance of the aforefaid principle. That it 
is evident, that fuch innovation was introduced by the minifter, for the pur- 
pofe of preventing the oppofition which the meafure might receive from fuch 
Irifli peers as were members of the Britifh Houfe of Commons, which is clearly 
evinced by their not being made eligible for any place in Ireland, from whence 
they derive their honours. 

That by the provifion in the bill for a conftant creation of Peers for Ireland, 
the Irifh peerage is to be kept up for ever, thereby perpetuating the degrading 
diftinétion by which the Irith peerage is to continue ftripped of all parlia- 
mentary funétions. That the perpetuity of fuch diftinétion would have been 
avoided, by providing, that no Infh peer fhould hereafter be created, (which 
is the cafe of Scotch Peers.) And that whenever the Irifh peers fhall be re- 
duced to the number of twenty-eight, they fhould be declared peers of the 
United Empire, agreeably with the Britifh. From which time all national 
diftinétions between them fhould ceafe. 

6. Becaufe 
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6. Becaufe, when we advert to the corrupt and unconflitutional language 
held out by the minifters, to fuch members as claimed property in boroughs, 
intimating to them, that they fhould be confidered as their private property, 
and fhould be purchafed as fuch, and the price paid out of the public 
purfe, fuch language appears to us to amount to a propofal to buy the 
Irifh parliament for government, and makes the Union a meafure of bargain 
and fale between the minifter and the individual. 

7. Becaufe, when we compare the relative abilities of Great Britain and 
Ireland, we find the contribution to be paid by two kingdoms to the ex- 
pences of the united empire moft unequally adjufted, and that the fhare of 
two-feyenteenths, fixed upon as the proportion to be paid by Ireland, is far 
beyond what the refources will enable her to difcharge. Should Ireland un- 
dertake to pay more than fhe fhall be able to anfwer, the aét will be irrevo- 
cable, and the neceffary confequences will be a gradual diminution of her ca- 
pital, the decline of her trade, a failure in the produce of her taxes, and 
finally, her total bankruptcy. Should Ireland fail, Great Britain muft necef- 
farily be involved in her ruin, and we will have to lament, that our great and 
glorious empire will be brought to the brink of deftruction by the dangerous 
and vifionary {peculation of fubftituting a new fyftem of government for Ire- 
land, in the place of that conftitution, which fhe has experienced to be the 
firmeft fecurity for the prefervation of her liberties. We think it proper to 
obferve, that if the miniftry had any plaufible grounds whereon they have 
calculated the faid proportion, they have not deigned to lay them before the 
parliament, nor have the ufual and eftablithed forms of proceeding to in- 
veftigate matters of intricate and extended calculation been reforted to, by 
appouiting committees for their examination, neither have commiffioners 
been appointed, as was done upon the Union with Scotland. Had the mi- 
nifter applied his attention to that very neceflary enquiry, of afcertaining the 
relative ability of the two nations, he would have compared the balance 
which Great Britain has in her favor from her trade with all the world, 
ainounting to fourteen millions eight hundred thoufand pounds, with that 
of Ireland upon the whole of her trade, amounting to five hundred and nine 
thoufand three hundred and twelve pounds, bearing a proportion to each 
other of about twenty-nine to one. He would have examined into the 
amount of the revenue out of which the faid proportions muft naturally be 
paid, namely, the produce of the permanent taxes of each nation, which he 
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would have found to have produced in Great Britain in the vear ending the 
fifth of January, one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-nine, the fum of 
twenty-fix millions, and that the permanent taxes of Ireland in the corre- 
fponding year did not exceed two millions, bearing a proportion to each 
other of about thirteen to one. He would have been informed, that the only 
influx of money into Ireland which can be difcovered, is the faid balance of 
her trade of five hundred thoufaud pounds, and that fhe remits to Great Bri- 
tain annually feven hundred and twenty-four thoufand feven hundred and 
fifty-three pounds, a fum exceeding by upward of two hundred and fifteen 
thoufand pounds the amount of fuch balance. 

That the remittances to her abfentees, as ftated by Mr. Pitt, amount to 
one million, but are computed really to amount to double that fum, and muft 
neceflarily greatly increafe, fhould the Union take place, fuch drains ex- 
haufting in a great degree the refources of this kingdom, and adding to the 
opulence of Great Britain. The facility with which large fums of money 
have lately been raifed in Great Britain, compared with the unfuccefsful at- 
tempt to raife fo {mall a fum in this kingdom as one million and a half, would 
have afforded to him the ftrongeft proof of the opulence of the one, and the 
poverty of the other. From the lvifh minifter’s own ftatement, he has com- 
puted, that the fum for which this kingdom fhall be called upon annually in 
time of war as her contribution, will amount to four millions four hundred 
and ninety-two thoufand fix hundred and eighty pounds, but has not at- 
tempted to point out the means by which fhe can raife fo enormous a fum. 
When the minifter fhall find, that the cireumftances of Ireland are fuch as 
have been herein ftated, and fhall recolleét, that this new projeét has been 
fuggefted by him, and forced upon this nation, lie will feel the immenfe re- 
fponfibility, which falls upon him for the difaftrous confequence which it may 
produce, not only upon this kingdom, but upon the whole empire. He will 
be alarmed at the difcontents, which an impofition of taxes beyond the abi- 
lities of the people to pay muft produce, and the fatal confequences that they 
may occafion. 

8. Becaufe the transfer of our legiflature to another kingdom will deprive 
us of the only fecurity we have for the enjoyment of our liberties, and being 
againft the fenfe of the people, amounts to a grofs breach of truft, and we 
confider the fubftitute for our conftitution, namely, the return of the propofed 
number. of perfons to the united parliament as delufive, amounting indeed 
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to an acknowledgment of the neceffity of reprefentation, but in uo fort fup- 
plying it. Inafmuch as the thirty-two peers and the one hundred commoners 
will be merged in the vaft difproportion of Britifh members, who will in 
fact be the legiflators of Ireland; and when we confider, that all the efta- 
blifhments are to continue, which muft add to the influence of the minifter 
over the conduct of parliament, and advert to his power in the return of 
Irith members to parliament, we conccive, that fuch portion is more likely 
to overturn the conftitution of Great Britain than to preferve our own. 

g. Becaufe we confider the intended Union a direét breach of truft, not 
only by the parliament with the people, but by the parliament of Great Bri- 
tain with that of Ireland. 

Inafmuch as the tenor and purport of the fettlement of one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty-two, did intentionally and exprefsly exclude the re-agi- 
tation of conftitutional queftions between the two countries, and did efta- 
blith the exclufive legiflative authority of the Irith parliament without the 
interference of any other, that the breach of fuch a folemn contract, founded 
on the internal weaknefs of the country, and its inability at this time to 
withftand the deftruétive defign of the minifter, muft tend to deftroy the 
future harmony of both, by forming a precedent, and generating a principle 
of mutual encroachment in times of mutual difficulties. 

10. Becaufe, that when we confider the weaknefs of this kingdom at the 
time that the meafure was brought forward, and her inability to withftand 
the deftruétive defigns of the minifter, and couple to the aé& itfclf the means 
that have been employed to accomphih it, fuch as the abufe of the place bill 
for the purpofe of modelling the parliament, the appointment of theriffs to pre- 
vent county meetings, the difmiffal of the old ftedfaft friends of conftitutional 
government, for their adherence to the conftitution, and the return of per- 
fons into parliament, who had neither connexion nor ftake in this country, 
and were therefore feleéted to decide upon her fate: when we confider the 
armed force of the minifter, added to his powers and practices of corruption, 
when we couple thefe things together, we are warranted to fay, that the 
bafeft means have been ufed to accomplifh this great innovation, that the 
meafure of Union tends to difhonor the ancient peerage for cver, to difqua- 
lify both houfes of parliament, and fubjugate the people of Ircland for ever. 


Such circumftances, we apprehend, will be recolle¢ted with abhorrence, and 
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will create jealoufy between the two nations, in the place of that harmony, 
which for fo many centuries has been the cement of their union. 

11. Becaufe the argument made ufe of in favor of the Union, namely, that 
the fenfe of the people of Ireland is in its favor, we know to be untrue; and 
as the minifters have declared, that they would not prefs the meafure againft 
the fenfe of the people, and as the people have pronounced decidedly, and 
under all difficulties their judgment againft it, we have, together with the 
fenfe of the country, the authority of the minifter to enter our proteft againft 
the project of Union, again{ft the yoke which it impofes, the difhonor which 
it inflicts, the difqualification pafied upon the peerage, the ftigma thereby 
branded on the realm, the difproportionate principle of expence it intro- 
duces, the means employed to effeét it, the difcontents it has excited, and 
muft continue to excite: againft all thefe, and the fatal confequences they 
may produce, we have endeavoured to interpofe our votes, and failing, we 
tranfmit to after-times our names, in folemn proteft on behalf of the parlia- 
mentary conftitution of this realm, the liberty which it fecured, the trade 
which it proteéted, the connexion which it preferved, and the conftitution 
which it fupplied and fortified, this we feel ourfelves called upon to do in 
fupport of our charaéters, our honor, and whatever is left to us worthy to 
be tranfmitted to our pofterity. 


Leinfter Rd. Waterford and Lifmore 

Arran Powerfcourt 

Mount Cafhell De Vefci 

Farnham Charlemont, 

Belmore, by proxy Kinefton, by proxy 

Maffy, by proxy Riverfdale, by proxy 

Strangford Meath 

Granard Lifmore, by proxy 

Ludlow, by proxy Sunderlin, exeeptfor the 7th 


Moira, by proxy, for the 8th, 10th, reafon. 
and 11th reafons 
DIssENTIENT. 
1. BECAUSE I conceive that this bill, in radically altering the organiza- 
tion and powers of the ftate, in and for the refpeétive kingdoms, does effen- 


tially adulterate the fpirit of the conftitution as to both. 
That 
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‘That in depriving Ireland of her local refident parliament, it divefts her of 
thofe effential benefits of the Britifh conftitution, proteétion and control. 

That by reducing the kingdom of Ireland to a Britith province, it merges 
effential powers of the crown and parliament of Ireland, not in the imperial! 
crown, but in the imperial parliament of Great Britain, thereby rendering 
the Britith conftitution by fo much the more ariftocratic, and by fo much the 
Jefs monarchical, in the ra¢io of the reprefentation of Ireland as fet out in this 
bill. ‘Dhat this radical alteration of the Britith conftitution is moft promi- 
nently con{picuous in the nomination and appointment of the peers to fit in 
the incorporated parliament for Ireland, the term of which appointment not 
only divefts the king of one of his elementary and brighteft prerogatives, the 
exclufive creation of the peerage, but by its departure even from the precedent 
of the Scotifh Union, (which, however inapplicable, has been pertinacioufly 
infifted upon by the advocates for the meafure,) does according to the tenor of 
this bill, for ever exclude his majefty and his fucceflors, even from the benefit, 
which might be derived to the monarchy from a periodical return of fuch no- 
mination. . 

2. Becaufe I apprehend that this radical alteration of the conftitution of 
both kingdoms, may fooner or later be produétive of the moft injurious and 
fatal confequences to the crown and to the people of each, by warping the 
interefis of the minifter from the interefts of the crown, and by identifying 
the perfonal interefts of the former with the perfonal intereft of the imperial 
parliament, thus drawing a line of diftinétion between thofe interefts, which 
every principle of the conftitution has provided fhould at all times be one 
and the fame, and blending thofe perfonal interefis which every principle of 
the conftitution does provide, fhould be for ever kept difiin¢t, thereby deftroy- 
ing the refponfibility of the minifter, and with it that great preferver of order 
and of right, a ftrong executive under the control ofa ftrong balanced confti- 
tution, the poffible ultimate confequence of which, however remotc, cannot 
efcape the eye of any man, who is capable of taking a profpeétive view of 
caufes and effects. 

3. Becaufe every allegation which has been advanced, and every arzument, 
which has been urged by the advocates for this meafure, may with equal truth 
and confiftency be made a plea for a total fubverfion and abolition of the 
Britith conftitution as to Great Britain herfelf, to whom alone, we are now 
to look forward for the prefervation of any veftige of that ineftimable blef- 
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fing, Aconfideration rendered more weighty to the underftanding, and im- 
preffive on the mind of every thinking loyal fubject of both kingdoms, by 
the apophthegm, with which this fyftem has been from high official authority 
wound up, and the alarming innovation to which it is applied. It is as fol- 
lows, “ that inthis meafure is recorded a main and fundamental principle of 
“ the Britifh conftitution, viz. that the liberties of the people do not depend 
“ upon their being reprefented in any one precife and fpecific manner, or 
“ upon each individual having a vote in the reprefentation, but, they refult 
* from the admiffion of various modes of election, and from the different 
“* combinations of the various interefts of the country. 

“ This is fully recognized in the article as approved of by both legiflatures, 
“ that there is no fpecies of reprefentation, which may not with propriety and 
‘* benefit be admitted into the conftitution, provided it be admitted within 
‘a limited degree.” A doétrine, which dangerous in theory, and critical in 
practice, is here fubverfively brought into aétion by the fifth claufe of the 
fourth article of this bill, which provides, that peers of Ireland may upoa 
certain conditions fit in the Houfe of Commons for the imperial parliament 
for any Britifh county, city, or borough, for which they may be fo eleéted, 
though by the thirteenth claufe of the faid article, all peerages of Ireland 
now fubfifting, or hereafter to be created, fhall from the date of the Union, 
be confidered as peerages of the united kingdom under certain limitations 
and reftriétions therein ftated, thereby breaking down the lines eftablifhed by 
the conftitution, and with them, every idea of dittinétnefs, of function, and 
of inherent dignity attached to peerage, introducing a principle tending to 
divert the refpeétive orders of the ftate from their conftitutional channels. 

A. Becaufe the plea, upon which this meafure is avowedly founded, viz. 
that of neceffity arifing from the exifting ftate of things in this kingdom, 
together with the caufes, which are confidered as having conduced thereto, is 
as I conceive, with regard to the neceflity of the meafure merely faétitious in 
this, that each and every of thofe caufes as to times paft, together with 
every poffible confequence as to times to come, might have been, as was fug- 
gefied, for ever effectually done away, and prevented by an act of the Irifh 
parliament alone, “ declaring and enaéting the rightful fupremacy of the 
“ Britifh ftate as to all matters of imperial, external concern, upon terms of 
‘* equal benefit to Ireland as to Great Britain, faid at further declaring and 
* enacting, that as Ireland did by original compact derive the benefits and 
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“ enjoyment of the Britifh conftitution, communicated and guaranteed to 
“ her upon terms of her maintenance thereof, and conformity thereto, the 
‘ parliament of Ireland does for ever difclaim all right, faculty, and power 
“ of altering as to herfelf, without the exprefs confent of the Britifh ftate, 
** and of the fundamental principles of the conftitution, whether as origi- 
‘ nally eftablifhed, or as fince modified,” that as the adjuftment refpeCting 
the aét of navigation and channel trade, as likewife the adoption and adjuft- 
ment of a contribution on the part of Ireland, have from their nature re- 
quired, that they be regulated and carried into effect by the refpective par- 
lianents of the refpective kingdoms, as eftablifhed previous to the paffing of 
this bill, and until it receive the royal aflent, it cannot be affumed, even by 
the moft daring affertion, that thofe meafures could not be validated, and for 
ever rendered to all intents and purpofes alike authentic and permanent, al- 
though this bill were for ever to fall to the ground, thus fteering clear of the 
manifold, obvious, and unforefeen dangers infeparable from experimental pro- 
jects on fuch vital points, renovating the fpirit and faculties, without inno- 
vating upon the principles or organization of that imperial conftitution of the 
united kingdom, which for more than {ix hundred years has {tood the fhock 
of time and event. A conftitution fo founded, upon an union of interefts 
and fentiments, that it has given to each kingdom fucli rapid profperity and 
folid refources, and to the enipire at large, fuch unexampled energy and au- 
thority as have enabled her to ftand the unfhaken bulwark of religion, civil 
government, and focial order, even at this awful period, when the greater 
part of the civilized world fuffers under the ineffable horrors of innovation, 
revolution, and inteftine warfare, without any apparent practicable object or 
termination to their felf-extirpating diftraétions. And finally, becaufe in 
whatever point of view I confider this bill, whether as referring to the mo- 
narchy, the ariftocracy, or the reprefentation, and people of both kingdoms, 
throughout every department and order of the entire ftate, upon the moft 
mature confideration directed for a feries of years to this great fubject, and 
to ali its relative bearings, tendencies, and confequences, I do moft ftrongly 
appreliend that this bill will, in its operation and effe¢cts, prove alike injurious 
to all, and that it will fo undermine the confidence even of the well-difpofed 
in this kingdom, that the utmoft influence which will remain to fuch of the 
nobility, tirit rate gentry, and other perfons of high charaéter, and to this 
of perfonal weight, who {hall continue to refide therein, will prove inefleétual 

to 
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to prevent the abatement of thofe affections, and of that zeal, which from 
the nature and formation of the human mind, ever rife or fink in proportion 
to that confidence, on which they are founded. For which reafons, together 
with many others, which it is not my object to enumerate or to fet forth, 
and which are, I fear, already too deeply and impulfively felt by almoft the 
entire kingdom, I feel it incumbent upon me, in affertion of my national 
pride and perfonal character, in juftice to my political confiftency and per- 
fonal honor, to tranfimit to pofterity this my folemn proteft againft this dere- 
liGion of national right, the degradation of national dignity. 
BELLAMONT. 


DIssENTIENT. 

TO that claufe in the bill recited in the fourth article, which makes it com- 
petent tothe peers of Ireland to be eleéted members of the Houfe of Com- 
mons of the united kingdom as the reprefentatives of places in Great 
Britain. 

1. Becaufe, as the peers of Ireland are after the Union to enjoy all the 
privileges of the peers of Great Britain, (with the exception of fitting in the 
Houfe of Lords) it gives to the counties and boroughs of Great Britain the 
power of choofing a reprefentative from the peers, and is therefore an ano- 
maly in the conftitution. 

2. Becaufe I confider the peerage to be degraded thereby, inafmuch as 
the peer fo elected muft diveft himfelf of the mghts and privileges of the 
peerage, and affume the condition of a commoner. 

3. Becaufe I conceive it to be repugnant to a fixed principle of the confti- 
tution, that the peerage with the privileges incident thereto, conftitute an 
indefeafible inheritance, .and cannot be furrendered. 

A. Becaufe it creates a confufion of the orders of the ftate, enabling the 
fubjeét, being a peer, to aét in the capacity of a commoner, and then upon 
his ceafing to be a reprefentative of the commons, to return to his condi- 
tion of a peer. 

Impreffed with fuch confiderations, I cannot refrain from recording my 
opinion thereupon, although thefe provifions to which I diffent make part of 
a meafure, to the remainder of which I have given every fupport, and which, 
confidered as to its general fcope, and its other relations, will, I am con- 
xinced, be productive of the greateft advantages to Ireland,-at the fame time 

that 
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that it will increafe the ftrength, the fecurity, and the refources of the 


Britifh empire. 


GLANDORE. 


No. CXXII. 


A correc Lift of all the IVrits iflued with a View to parliamentary Arrange- 
ments in Ireland, in the Year 1800. (P. 1067.) 


é For what Place. In the Room of 


1)Ardfert 
2 


Lorenzo Moore, Efq. 
John Talbot, Efq. 
Lord Vifcount Caulfield 


8)Armagh, county 


4/Athboy Hugh Howard, Efq. 
Theophilus, Blakeney, Efq. 

5)Athenry ; William Bjakeney, aap 
6| Athlone Sir Rich. Bligh St. George 
7|Ballynakill Hon. Montague Matthew 
8 David Walthe, Efq. 
9|Banagher Edward Hoare, Efq. 

10 Bannow Robert Shaw, Efq. 

11 Major-Gen. Wm. Loftus 

12) Belfaft George Crookfhank, Efq. 

13 Alexander Hamilton, Efq. 

14) Belturbet Charles King, Efq. 

15/Bleffington Rt. Hon. R. Annetly, Efq. 
16,Carrick William Gore, Efq. 

17 Nathaniel Sneyd, Efq. 


18)|Carysfort Robert Aldridge, Efq. 


ig|Caftlebar Thomas Lindfay, fen. 
20,Caftlemartyr John Townfhend, Efq. 
21}|Charleville Hon, Charles Boyle 
22\Clogher onah Barrington, Efq. 
23 Thomas Burgh, Efq. 
24/Clonmel ‘Thomas Newenham, Efq. 


25;Clonmines 
26\Cork, city 
27|Dingle-Icouch 
23\;—-—-——_——_— 
29|Donegal, borough 
30|Doneraile 
31/Duleek 
32\Dungannon 
33\Dunleer 


Henry Luttrell, Efq. 
Mountiford Longfield, Efq. 
William Monfell, Efq. 

Rt. Hon. Lodge Morres 
Colone] Hugh O'Donnel 
Hon. Barry Boyle St. Leger 
Ch. Mont. Ormiby, Efq. 
Rich. Fortef. Sharkey, Efq. 
Henry Coddington, Efq. 


| ee ERE 


On what Account. Date. 
1800 
Efcheator of Munfter Jan. 15 
Gentleman at large to the ail Ang. t 
Lieutenant 
Earl of Charlemont Jan. 15 
Deceafed Ibid. 
Efcheator of Ulfter ; 
Efcheator of Munfter i hina 42 
Efcheator of Ulfter May 12 
Efcheator of Munfter Jan. 15 
Efcheator of Munfter March 1 
Efcheator of Munfter May 28 
Efcheator of Munfter Jan. 15 
ai at large to the — Marche 
leutenant 
Efcheator of Munfter i Ibid 
Efcheator of Ulfter . 
Deceafed Jan. 15 
Efcheator of Munfter Jan. 20 
Commiffioner of Barracks Jan, 17 
Efcheator of Munfter Ibid. 
Gentleman at large to the ng San od 
Lieutenant 
Efcheator of Ulfter ibid. 
Commiflioner of the Revenue Jan. 17 
Efcheator of Munfter Feb, 14 
Efcheator of Munfter Jan. 17 
Commiffioner of Account Ibid. 
Efcheator of Munfter Feb. 18 
Efcheator of Ulfter Jan. 15 
Commiiffioner of the Revenue Ibid. 7 
Efcheator of Ulfter Ibid. 
Lord Baron Frankfort Aug. 2 
Deceafed Jan. 15 
Efcheator of Uliter Ibid. 
Commiffioner of Barracks Jan. 15 
Efcheator of Munfter July 18 
Efcheator of Munfter Feb. 5 


No. 
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S For what Place. In the Room of | On what Account. Date. 
| a 1803 
$4'Ennis J. Ormtby Vandeleur, Efq. |Commiffioner of the Revenue July 15 
35 Enniicorthy |Robert Cornwall, Efq. Commifhoner of Barracks Ibid. 
elo (Thomas Whaley, Efq. Efcheator of Munfter June ¢1 
oe 'Hon. Col. Galbraith Gentleman at large to the Lord 
37 Ennifkilles } Lowry Cole Lieutenant Eats 
38 Fethard \George H. Read, Efq. Port Surveyor of Wexford Jan. 15 
89 Fore ‘sir John Tydd, Bart. Efcheator of Munfter Feb. 3 
40 Galway, county Jofeph Henry Blake, Efq. {Lord Baron Wallf{court Aug. 1 
41 Gowran \George Bunbury, Efq. Efcheator of Ulfter March ¢8 
42 Granard ‘Geo. Fulke Lyttleton, Efq. |Efcheator of Munfter Jan. 15 
$3 Hillfborough \\WWm. Montgomery, Efq. |Deceafed Ibid. 
ee Robert Jolinfon, Efq. Efcheator of Ulfter Jan. 20 
45 Kelis Hon. Robert ‘Tay lor Efcheator of Munfter Jan. 15 
46 Kerry, county Maurice Fitzgerald, Efq. Commiffioner of the Revenue Ibid. 
47 Kilbeggan Sir Fran. Hopkins, Bart. Efcheator of Munfter Ibid. 
48 Killyleagh Hans Blackwood, Efq. Efcheator of Munfter Feb. 18 
: Secretary to the Commiffioners rf 
49 Knocktopher aly George Shes Bart. of ed Tscabory aH » Jan. 15 
50————— } — pgp eS! Efcheator of Munfter March 10 
or ae. Staples, Efq. Efcheator of Ulfter April 12 
2 Lanefborough Richard Martin, Efq. oes at large to the i Aug. 1 
ieutenant 
a co. |Rt. Hon. Thos. Conoily Efcheator of Munfter May 8 
54 Longford, borough Hon. Edw. Packenham } ee at large to the _ March 28 
1eutenant 
55|Maryborough General Eyre Coote Efcheator of Munfter Jan. 18 
56,Meath, county Hon. Clotworthy Rowley Lord Baron Longford Aug. 1 
57|Middleton General Cradock ! Contin large to'the ii April 12 
58|Monaghan, bor. | William Fortefcue, Efq. jars yi large to the a Jan. 18 
59'Monaghan, co. Ch. Powell Leflie, Efq. Deceafed Aug. 1 
60\Naas Hon. F. Hely Hutchinfon —|Colle&tor of Dublin Port Jan. 15 
61\Newtownards Robert Alexander, Efq. Efcheator of Ulfter Jan. 20 
62 Philipftown Robert Crowe, Efq. Efcheator of Munfter Jan. 15 
a —_——-- Francis Knox, Efq. King’s Counfel Ibid. 
t Portarlington Thomas Stannus, Efq. Efcheator of Leinfter Jan. 20 
5 Roteommon, bor. |Hen. Moore Sandford, Efq. |Lord Baron Sandford Aug. 1 
66) { St. Johnitown, Ire. Hon, Wm. Forward \Treafurer of the Poft Office Jan. 20 
co. Donegal _ 
Gz St. Johnftown,  frroy, Wm. Moore Efcheator of Munfter Jan. 15 
co, Longford is etl 
entleman at large to the Lor ; 
Seige George Dunbar, Efq. ee March 6 
og ————— ames Kearney, Efq. Efcheator of Munfter March 28 
70. Hon. Ch. Wm. Stuart Efcheator of Ulfter May 8 
71/Tuam Hon. Walter Yelverton Curfitor of the Court of Chancery |Jan. 15 
John Bingham, Efq. Efcheator of Munfter Feb. 8 
: Gentleman at large to the Lerd 
73\Tulik nthony Botel, Efq. } ieee Jan. 20 
74 Wexford, co. Lord Vifcount Loftus Commiffioner of the Treafury Aug. 1 
75; Wexford, town James Boyd, Efq. Colle&tor of Wexford Port Jan. 15 
76 Wicklow, bor. Daniel Gahan, Efq. Deceafed Ibid. 


aq j Youghal Robert Uniacke, Efq. Surveyor General of the Ordnance |Ibid. 
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Irifh Parliament Annuitants. 


The following is the lift of the annuities voted by the parliament of Ire- 
land, to the feveral perfons under-named, for their refpeétive lives, to the 
amount affixed to their refpective names, net, without any deduétion or 
abatement whatfoever, as a compenfation for their refpective loffes by reafon 
of the difcontinuance of their cmoluments or offices as officers or attendants 


of the two houfes of parliament. 


d. 

John, Earl of Clare, lord chancellor, fpeaker - 3973 
John, Earl of Mayo, chairman of the committees - 1443 
Edmond Henry, Lord Glentworth, clerk of the crown in 

chancery - - - - 379 
William Meek, Efq. clerk of the parliament - - 2705 
Thomas Lindfay, Efq. ufher of the black rod - Q64 
Edward Weftby, Thomas Walker, William Hornn, and S. King, 

Efqs. mafters in chancery, each - - 104 
Jofeph Gayer, Efq. deputy clerk of the parliament - 631 
Thomas Bourchier, Efq. deputy clerk of the crowninchancery 101 
Jofeph Grege, Efq. clerk of affizes - ° 786 
Jofeph Griffith, Efq. reading clerk - - 203 
Henry Minchin, Efq. ferjeant at arms - - 314 
Richard C. Smith, jun. Efq. committee clerk - 231 
Edward Fenner, Efq. journal clerk - - 287 
B. Connor, Efg. yeoman ufher t Z ‘ 243 
W. Walker, Efq. add. clerk - - - Oo 
T. R. O'Flaherty, clerk in the parliament office : 74 
W. Corbett, door-keeper to the fpeaker’s chamber - 105 
C. W. Jolly, J. Polden, P. Martin, W. Graham, P. le oi 

and G. Payn, door-keepers, each - Q2 
P. Long, W. Cavendifh, M. Quinan, and J. Tobin, ees 

aa - : - Ql 
Mrs, Albini Taylor, keeper of ite parliament houfe - 877 
Mary Fofter, houfe-keeper - - - A72 
Mary Anne Fofter, houfe-maid > - 30 
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Sir Chichefter Fortefcue, Ulfter king at arms - 290 
Philip O’Bryen, gate-keeper - - - AQ 
Richard Taylor, keeper of the fpeaker’s chamber - 50 
Henry Welbore, Vifcount Clifden, clerk of the council - 181 
Henry Upton, Efq. deputy do. - - 104 
Jof. Patrickfon, Efq. deputy clerk, ufher of the council-chamber, 
and folicitor for turnpike-bills - - AQ1 
Mr. Wilham M‘Kay, affiftant clerk of the council - 100 
John Ebbs and Elizabeth Grant, door-keeper and council-office 
keeper - - : : 14 
John Dwyer, Efq. fecretary to the lord chancellor ° 29 
John Beresford, Efq. purfe bearer to do. - - 14 
Andrew Bowen, water porter = = = A 


Right Honorable John Fofter, fpeaker of the Houfe of Commons 583 
Henry Alexander, Efq. chairman of the committees of fupply and 


ways and means - - - 500 
Sir G. Fitzgerald Hill, Bart. clerk of the houfe - 2263 
Edward Cooke, clerk of the houfe in reverfion - 500 
John M‘Chintock and William F. M‘Clintock, Efgs. ferjeants at 

arms, including 100/. on the civil lift - - 1200 
Edward Trefham, clerk affiftant - - 504 
G. F. Winfianley, and Jonathan Rogers, committee clerks, each 250 
D. Ellis, fuperin. engroffing clerk - - 140 
C. H. Tandy, engroffing clerk - - - 398 
T. Richardfon, affiftant do. - - - 150 
William Ratferty, clerk in the chief clerks office, clerk of the 

minutes, and clerk of the fees - - A7O 
H. Coddington, Efq. deputy ferjeant at arms - - 350 
James Corry, Efq. clerk of the journals and records - 660 
John Smith, affiftant do. - - - 230 
R. Connor, attending clerk - - - 60 
Mr. Hume, clerk of the brief - - - 100 
John Judd, affiftant clerk in the chief clerk’s office - 63 
J. L. Fofter, Efq. fpeaker’s fecretary - - 10 
G. Dunleavy, meffenger - - - 68 
R. Burnfide and R. Fleming, back-door keepers, each : AS 
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John Dogherty, and D. Smith, meflengers, each - - 6 3 a 
L. Dunlevey, R. Grace, R. Garland, E. Byrne, D. Brenan, 

H. Gahan, J. Brown, A. Carfon, P. Ferrall, J. Morley, G. 

Shirley, M. Dalton, and J. King, each - - 36 0 O 
J. Banen, do. - - - - 5118 6 
W. Brown, diftributor of votes - - 12060 0 
Sarah Connor, houfe-keeper - - - A401 13 2 
John Kennedy and John Walker, front door-keepers, each 168 4 Qi 
Mary Connor, houfe attendant - - 411 0 
T. Seavers, fire-lighter - - - Mae 6 
R. Watham, do. - - - - 616 6 
Lord Vifcount Glentworth, clerk of the crown and hanaper 131 8 63 
T. Bouchier, deputy do. - - - 52.5 6 
John Beresford, Efq. purfe bearer to the lord chancellor - 33 189 
Mrs, Albini Taylor, keeper of the parliament houfe : 140 0 O 


An account of Gold coined at his Majefty’s Mint, from Michaelmas 1796, to 
the prefent time, diftinguifhing the quantity in each year. 


Year. Quantity coined in pounds weight. Value. 

1796 from Michaelmas - 3,480 - 162,603 O O 
1797 - - - - 42,810 - 2,000,207 5 O 
1798 - - - 63,510 - 2,967,504 15 O 
1799 - - - 9,630 - 449,961 15 O 
1800 to the 20th November - 4,065 - 189,037 2 6 

Total - — £123,495 £ 5,770,303 17 6 
Mint Office, 20th Nocember, 1800. Hawkespury, Mafter. 


A Corre& Lift of the Anti-Unionifis and Unionifis. 


AnTI-UNIONISTS. 


Hon. A. Achefon David Babbington Charles Buthe 
Wm. C. Alcock John Ball Wm. Blakeney 
Wm. H. Armftrong J.C. Beresford 1. V. Brooke 
Mervyn Archdal Wm. Burton Col. J. Maxwell Barry 


722 Blayney 
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Blayney Balfour 

Sir Richard Butler 
Peter Burrowes 

John Bagwell 

John Bagwell, jun. 
Wm. Bagwell 

Lord Vif. Corry 
Lord Clements 

Lord Cole 

Jof. Edward Cooper 
R. 8. Carew 

D. B. Daly 

Noah Dalway 
Richard Dawfon T. 
Arthur Dawfon 
Francis Dobbs 

John Egan 

Geo. Evans 

R. L. Edgworth 

Sir John Freke, Bart. 
Fred. John Falkiner 
Rt. Hon. Jam. Fitzgerald 
Wm. Charles Fortefcue 
Hon. Thomas Fotter 
Arthur French 
Chichefter Fortefcue 
Sir Thomas Fetherfton 
Hamilton Gorges 
Henry Grattan 
Thomas Gould 

Hans Hamilton 
Edward Hardman 
Francis Hardy 

Sir Jofeph Hoare 
Hon. A. C. Hamilton 
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Wm. Hoare Hume 
Edward Hoare 

H. Irvin 

Gilbert King 

John King 

Hon. Robert King 
Hon. G. Knox 

Rt. Hon. Henry King 
Guftavus Lambart 
John Latouche 

John Latouche, jun. 
Robert Latouche 
Charles Powel Leflie 
Edward Lee 

Sir Thomas Lighton 
Lord Maxwell 
Alexander Montgomery 
Sir John Macartney 
Arthur Moore 

Lord Mathew 

John Metge 

Step. Moore, Clonmell 
John Moore 

Thomas Mahon 
Charles O’Hara 

Sir Edward O’Brien 
James M. O’Donnell 
Hon. W. O'Callaghan 
Right Hon. G. Ogle 
Henry Ofborne 
Jofeph Prefton 

Sir John Parnell 
Henry Parnell 
William C. Plunket 


J. B. Ponfonby 

Major Wm. Ponfonby 
George Ponfonby 

Sir Lau. Parfons 
Richard Power 
Guftavus Rochfort 
John St. Rochfort 

Sir William Richardfon 
Wm. Ruxton 

Wm. P. Ruxton 

John Reilly 

W. E. Reilly 
Clotworthy Rowley 
S. C. Rowley 

W. Rowley 

Francis Saunderfon 
Wm. Smyth—Weftmeath 
James Stewart 

Hon. W. J. Skeffington 
Francis Savage T. 
Francis Synge 

Robert Shaw 

Wm. Saurin 

Sir R. St. George 
William Tighe 

Henry Tighe 

John Taylor 

Thomas Townfhend 
Charles Vereker T. 
Owen Wynne 

John Waller 

E. D. Wilfon 

Nic. Weftby 

John Wolfe 


R. H. Wn. B. Ponfonby Thomas Whaley 


UNIONISTS, 


H. Alexander 

Hon. D. Alexander 
R. Archdall 

Rt. Hon. Rich. Annefley 
Wm. Bailey 

Rt. Hon. J. Beresford 
J. Beresford, jun. 
Col. M. Beresford 

J. Bingham 

Jofeph Henry Blake 
Sir J. S. Blackwood 
Sir J. Blaquiere 

Hon. Col. Burton 
Lord Boyle 

Rt. Hon. D. Brown, T. 
Stewart Bruce 
George Burdet 

G. Bunbury 

Arthur Browne 
Thomas Bligh 
Edward Bligh 

Hon. J. Butler 

Lord Cafilereagh 

G. Cavendifh 

Sir H. Cavendith 

Sir Broderick Chinnery 
James Cane 

Thomas Cafey 

Col. R. C. Cope 
Gen. Cradock 
James Crotbie 

E. Cooke 

Cc. H. @oote 

Rt. Hon. Ifaac Corry 
Sir J. Cotter 

R,. Cotter 


APRON Ds. 


UNIONISTs. 
W. A. Crofbie 
Hon. A. Creighton 
Hon. J. Creighton 
J. Cuffe 
Si. G. Daly 
Pat. Duigenan 
Willham Ellot 
General Euftace 
Major Euftace 
Lord Charles Fitzgerald 
Rt. Hon. Wim. Forward 
Sir C. Fortefcue 
A. Fergufon 
Luke Fox 
Faithful Fortefcue 
R. U. Fitzgerald 
J. Galbraith 
H. D. Grady 
Wm. Gregory 
General Gardiner 
Wm. Gore 
Richard Hare 
Wm. Hare 
Gen. B. Henniker 
Peter Holmes 
G. Hatton 
Hon. M. G. Hutchinfon 
Hon. F. H. Hutchinfon 
Hugh Howard 
Wm. Handcock 
John Hobfon: 
Sir Vere Hunt 
Richard Herbert 
Col. G. Jackfon 
Denh. Jephfon 
Hon. J, Jocelyn 


W. Jones 
Theophilus Jones 
Major Geo. Jackfon 
Wm. Johnfon 
Robert Johnfon 
John Keane 
James Kearney: 
Henry Kemmis 
William Knott 
James Knox. 
Andrew Knox 
Rt. H. Sir H. Langrithe 
Thomas Lindfay, jun. 
John Longfield 
Capt. J. Longfield 
Montiford Longfield 
Lord Loftus 
General Lake 
Rt. Hon. D. Latouche 
General Loftus 
Francis Leigh 
Francis M‘Namara 
Rofs Mahon 
Richard Martin 
Rt. Hon. Jee Matlon 
H. D. Maffey 
E. A. M‘Naghton 
S. Moore 
N. M. Moore 
Rt. Hon. Lodge Morris 
Sir R. Mufgrave 
James M‘Cleland 
Col. Charles M‘Donnell: 
Richard Magennis 
G. Miller 
James: Mahon 

Edward 
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Edward May 

John M‘Clean 
Thomas Nefbitt 

Sir Wm. Newcomen 
Richard Neville 
William Odell 
Charles Ofborne 

J. M. Ormiby 

C. M. Ormiby 

T. Packenham 
John Prefton 

H. S. Prittie 

R. Penefather 

Col. Edw. Packenham 
Thos. Prendergaft 
Thomas Pepper 

Sir Richard Quin 
Sir Boyle Roche 
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G. H. Reade 

R. Rutlege 

Hon. C. Rowley 
Abel Ram 

Hon. I. Skeffington 
W. Smith 

HH. M. Sandford 
Edmond Stanley 
John Staples 

John Stewart 


John Stratton 


Hon. J. Stratford 
R. Sharkey 

Sir George Shee 
J. Savage 

Col. Singleton 
Rt. Hon. J. Toler 
Frederick Trench 
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Earl of Tyrone 

Chas. Tottenham 
Hon. Richard Trench 
— Chas. Trench 
Wm. Talbot 

P. Tottenham 

John Townfend 
Robert Tighe 

Robert Uniacke 
James Verner 

J. O. Vandaleur 
Colonel Wemys 
Henry Weftenra 
Benjamin B, Woodward 
Hon. R. Ward 

P. Walfh 


An A& for the Union of Great Britain and Ireland. 2d July 1800. 


WHEREAS in purfuance of his majefty’s moft gracious recommendation 
to the two houfes of parliament in Great Britain and Ireland refpeétively, to 
confider of fuch meafures as might beft tend to ftrengthen and confolidate 
the connection between the two kingdoms, the two houfes of the parliament 
of Great Britain and the two houfes of the parliament of Ireland have feve- 
rally agreed and refolved, that, in order to promote and fecure the effential 
interefts of Great Britain and Ireland, and to confolidate the ftrength, power, 
and refources of the Britifh empire, it will be advifeable to concur in fuch 
meafures as may beft tend to unite the two kingdoms of Great Britain and 
Ireland into one kingdom, in fuch manner, and on fuch terms and condi- 

tions, 
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tions, as may be eftablifhed by the aéts of the refpective parliaments of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

And whereas, in furtherance of the faid refolution, both houfes of the fuid 
two parliaments refpectively have likewife agreed upon certain articles for 
effectuating and eftablifhing the faid purpofes, in the tenor following : 

Article I. That it be the firft article of the Union of the kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland, that the faid kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire- 
land fhall, upon the firft day of January which thall be in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand eight hundred and one, and for ever after, be united into 
one kingdom, by the naine of The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
land; and that the royal ftile and titles appertaining to the imperial crown of 
the faid united kingdom and its dependencies ; and alfo the enfigns, armorial 
flags and banners thereof, fhall be fuch as his majefty, by his royal proclama- 
tion under the great feal of the united kingdom, fhall be pleafed to appoint. 

Art. 1]. Thatit be the fecond article of Union, that the fucceffion to the 
imperial crown of the faid united kingdom, and of the dominions thereunto 
belonging, fhall continue limited and fettled in the fame manner as the fuc- 
ceffion to the imperial crown of the faid kingdoms of Great Britain and Irc- 
land now ftands limited and fettled, according to the exifting laws, and to 
the terms of Union between England and Scotland. 

Art. III. That it be the third article of Union, that the faid united king- 
dom be reprefented in one and the fame parliament, to be ftiled The Parlia- 
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Art. IV. That it be the fourth article of Union, that four lords fpiritual of 
Ireland by rotation of feffions, and twenty-eight lords temporal of Ireland 
elected for life by the peers of Ireland, fhall be the number to fit and vote on 
the part of Ireland in the Houfe of Lords of the parliament of the united 
kingdom; and one hundred commoners (two for each county of Ireland, 
two for the city of Dublin, two forthe city of Cork, one for the Univerfity of 
Trinity College, and one for each of the thirty-one moft confiderable cities, 
towns, and boroughs), be the number to fit and vote on the part of Ireland 
in the Houfe of Commons of the parliament of the united kingdom: 

That fuch aé& as fhall be paffed in the parliament of Ireland previous to the 
Union, to regulate the mode by which the lords fpiritual and temporal, and 
the commons, to ferve in the parliament of the united kingdom on thie part 
of Ireland, fhall be fummoned and returned to the faid parliament, {hall be 
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confidered as forming part of the treaty of Union, and {hall be incorporated in 
the aéts of the refpective parliaments by which the faid Union {hall be ratified 
and eftablithed : 

That all queftions touching the rotation or eleétion of lords fpiritual or tem- 
poral of Ireland to fit in the parliament of the united kingdom, fhall be 
decided by the Houfe of Lords thereof; and whenever, by reafon of an 
equality of votes in the eleétion of any fuch lords,temporal, a complete elec- 
tion fhall not be made according to the true intent of this article, the names 
of thofe peers for whom fuch equality of votes flall be fo given, fhall be 
written on pieces of paper of a fimilar form, and fhall be put into a glafs, by 
the clerk of the parliaments at the table of the Houfe of Lords whilft the 
houfe is fitting; and the peer or peers whofe name or names {lall be firft 
drawn out by the clerk of the parliaments, fhall be deemed the peer or peers 
elected as the cafe may be: 

That any perfon holding any peerage of Ireland now fubfifting, or here- 
after to be created, fhall not thereby be difqualified from being eleéted to 
ferve if he {hall fo think fit, or from ferving or continuing to ferve, if he fhall 
fo think fit, for any county, city, or borough of Great Britain, in the Houfe 
of Commons of the united kingdom, unlefs he fall have been previoufly 
elected as above, to fit in the Houfe of Lords of the united kingdom; but 
that fo long as fuch peer of Ireland fhall fo continue to be a member of the 
‘Houfe of Commons, he fhall not be entitled to the privilege of peerage, nor 
be capable of being eleéted to ferve as a peer on the part of Ireland, or of 
voting at any fuch election; and that he fhall be liable to be fued, indiéted, 
procecded againft, and tried as a commoner, for any offence with which he 
may be charged : 

That it fhall be lawful for his majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, to create 
peers of that part of the united kingdom called Ireland, and to make promo- 
tions in the peerage thereof, after the Union; provided that no new creation 
of any fuch peers fhall take place after the Union until three of the peerages 
of Ireland, which fhall have been exifting at the time of the Union, fhall have 
become extinét; and upon fuch extinétion of three peerages, that it fhall be 
lawful for his majefty, his leirs and fucceffors, to create one peer of that part 
of the united kingdom called Ireland; and in like manner fo often as three 
peerages of that part of the united kingdom called Ireland fhall become ex- 
tinét, it fhall be lawful for his majefty his heirs and fucceffors, to create one 
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other peer of the faid part of the united kingdom ; and if it fhall happen that 
the peers of that part of the united kingdom called Ireland thall, by ex- 
tinétion of peerages or otherwife, be reduced to the. number of one hundred, 
exclufive of all fuch peers of that part of the united kingdom called Ireland, 
as fhall hold any peerage of Great Britain fubfiiting at the time of the Union, 
or of the united kingdom created fince the Union, by which fuch peers thall 
be entitled to an hereditary feat in the Houfe of Lords of the united king- 
dom, then and in that cafe it ihall and may be lawful for his majefty, his 
heirs and fucceffors, to create one peer of that part of the united kingdom 
called Ireland as often as any one of fuch one hundred peerages fhall fail by 
-extin¢ction, or as often as any one peer of that part of the united kingdom 
called Ireland fhall become entitled, by defcent or creation, to an hereditary 
feat in the Houfe of Lords of the united kingdom; it being the true intent 
and meaning of this article, that at all times after the Union it fhall and may 
be lawful for his majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, to keep up the peerage of 
that part of the united kingdom called Ireland to the number of one hun- 
dred, over and above the number of fuch of the faid peers as fhall be en- 
titled by defcent or creation to an hereditary feat in the Houfe of Lords of 
the united kingdom : 

That if any peerage fhall at any time be in abeyance, fuch peerage fhall 
be deemed and taken as an exifting peerage ; and no peerage fhall be deemed 
extinét, unlefs on default of claimants to the inheritance of fuch peerage for 
the {pace of one year from the death of the perfon who fhall have been laft 
poffeffed thereof: and if no claim thall be made to the inheritance of fuch 
peerage, in,fuch form and manner as may from time to time be prefcribed 
by the Houfe of Lords of the united kingdom, before the expiration of the 
faid period of a year, then and in that cafe fuch peerage fhall be deemed ex- 
tinct; provided that nothing herein fhall exclude any perfon from afterwards 
putting ima claim to the peerage fo deemed extin&; and if fuch claim fhall 
be allowed as valid, by judgment of the Houfe of Lords of the united king- 
dom, reported to his majefty, fuch peerage fhall be confidered as revived ; 
and in cafe any new creation of a peerage of that part of the united kingdom 
called Ireland fhall have taken place in the interval, in confequence of the 
fuppofed extinétion of fuch peerage, then no new right of creation fhall accrue 
to his majefty, his heirs or fucceffors, in confequence of the next extinction 
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which fhall take place of any peerage of that part of the united kingdonr 
called Ireland : 

That all queftions touching the election of members to fit on the part of 
Ireland in the Houfe of Commons of the united kingdom fhall be heard and 
decided in the fame manner as queftions touching fuch eleétions in Great 
Britain now are or at any time hereafter fhall by law be heard and decided ; 
fubject neverthelefs to fuch particular regulations in refpect to Ireland as, 
from local circumftances, the parliament of the united kingdom may from 
time to time deem expedient : 

That the qualifications in refpect of property of the members elected on the 
part of Ireland to fit in the Houfe of Commons of the united kingdom, fhall 
be refpectively the fame as are now provided by law in the cafes of elections 
for counties and cities and boroughs refpectively in that part of Great Bri- 
tain called England, unlefs any other provifion flall hereafter be made in 
that refpeét by aét of parliament of the united kingdom : 

That when his majetty, his heirs or fucceffors, fhall declare his, her, or their 
pleafure for holding the firft or any fubfequent parliament of the united 
kingdom, a proclamation fhall iffue, under the great feal of the united king- 
dom, to caufe the lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, who are to. 
ferve in the parliament thereof on the part of Ireland, to be returned in fuch 
manner as by any aét of this prefent feflion of the parliament of Ireland {hall 
be provided ; and that the lords f{piritnal and temporal and commons of Great 
Britain thall, together with the lords fpiritual and temporal and commons fo 
returned as aforefaid on the part of Ireland, conftitute the two houfes of the 
parliament of the united kingdom: 

That if his majefty, on or before the firft day of January one thoufand 
eight hundred and one, on which day the Union is to take place, fhall declare, 
under the great feal of Great Britain, that it is expedient that the lords and 
commons of the prefent parliament of Great Britain fhould be the members 
of the refpeétive houfes of the firft parliament of the united kingdom on the 
part of Great Britain; then the faid lords and commons of the prefent parlia- 
ment of Great Britain fhall accordingly be the members of the refpective houfes 
of the firft parliament of the united kingdom on the part of Great Britain ; 
and they, together with the lords fpiritual and temporal and commons, fo 
fummoned and returned as above on the part of Ireland, fhall be the lords 
fpiritual and temporal.and commons of the firft parliament of the united king- 
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dom; and fuch firft parliament may (in that cafe) if not fooner diffolved 
continuc to fit fo long as the prefent pari’ament of Great Britain may now by 
Jaw continue to fit, if not fooner diflolved: provided always, that until an 
aét {hall have pafted in the parliament of the united kingdom, providing in 
what cafes perfons holding offices or places of profit under the crown in Ire- 
Jand, {hall be ineapahle of being members of the Lfoufe of Commons of the 
parliament of the united kingdom, no greater number of members than 
twenty, holding fuch offices or places as aforefaid, fhall be capable of fitting 
in the faid Toufe of Comnions of the parliament of the united kingdom; 
and if fuch a number of members fhall be returned to ferve in the faid houfe 
as to make the whole number of members of the faid houfe holding fuch 
offices or places as aforefaid morc than twenty, then and in fuch cafe the feats 
or places of fuch members as ihall have laft aecepted fuch offices or places 
fhall be vacated, at the option of fuch members, fo as to reduce the number 
of members holding fuch offices or places to the number of twenty ; and no 
perfon holding any fuch office or place {hall be capable of being eleétcd or of 
fitting in the faid houfe, while there arc twenty perfons holding fuch offices or 
places fitting in the faid houfe; and that evcry one of the lords of parliament 
_of the united kingdom, and every member of the Houfe of Commons in 
the united kingdom, in the firft and all fuccecding parliaments, fhall, until 
the parliament of the united kingdom ¢hall otherwife provide, take the oaths, 
and make and fubfcribe the declaration, and take and fubfcribe the oath now 
by law enjoined to be taken, made, and fubferibed by the lords and commons 
of the parliament of Great Britain: 

That the lords of parliament on the part of Ireland, in the Houfe of Lords of 
the united kingdom, fhall at all times have the fame privileges of parliament 
which fhall belong to the lords of parliament on the part of Great Britain; and 
the lords fpiritual and temporal refpeétively on the part of Ireland {hail at all 
times have the fame rights in refpeét of their fitting and voting upon the trial 
of peers, as the lords fpiritual and temporal refpeétively on the part of Great 
Britain ; and that all lords fpiritual of Ireland fhall have rank and precedency 
next and immediately after the lords fpiritual of the fame rank and dcgrec 
of Great Britain, and fhall enjoy all privileges as fully as the lords f{piritual 
of Great Britain do now or may hereafter enjoy the fame (the right and 
privilege of fitting in the Houfe of Lords, and the privileges dcpending 
thercon, and particularly the right of fittmg on the trial of peers, ex- 
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exifting at the time of the Union, fhall, from and after the Union, have rank 
and preeedency next and immediately after all the perfons holding pecrages 
of the like orders and degrees in Great Britain, fubfifting at the time of the 
Union ; and that all peerages of Ireland created after the Union fhall have 
rank and precedency with the peerages of the united kingdom, fo created, 
according to the dates of their creations ; and that all peerages both of Great 
Britain and Ireland, now fubfifting or hereafter to be created, fhall in all 
other refpects, from the date of the Union, be confidered as peerages of the 
united kingdom ; and that the peers of Ireland fhall, as peers of the united 
kingdom, be fued and tried as peers, except as aforefaid, and {hall enjoy all 
privileges of peers as fully as the peers of Great Britain; the right and pri- 
vilege of fitting in the Houfe of Lords, and the privileges depending thereon, 
and the right of fitting on the trial of peers, only excepted : 

Art. V. That it be the fifth article of Union, that the churches of Eng- 
land and Ireland, as now’ by law eftablifhed, be united into one Proteftant 
Epifcopal church, to be called, The United Church of England and Ireland; 
and that the doétrine, worfhip, difcipline, and government of the faid united 
cnurch fhall be and fhall remain in full force for ever, as the fame are now by — 
law eftablifhed for the church of England ; and that the continuance and pre- 
fervation of the faid united church, as the eftablifhed church of England and 
- Ireland, fhall be deemed and taken to be an effential and fundamental part of 
the Union; and that in like manner the doétrine, worfhip, difcipline and 
government of the church of Scotland, fhall remain and be preferved as the 
fame are now eftablifhed by law, and by the aéts for the Union of the two 
kingdoms of England and Seotland : 

Art. VI. That it be the fixth article of Union, that his majefty’s fubjeéts 
of Great Britain and Ireland fhall, from and after the firft day of January one 
thoufand eight hundred and one, be entitled to the fame privileges, and be on 
the fame footing, as to encouragements and bounties on the like articles being 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of either country refpectively, and gene- 
rally in refpeét of trade and navigation in all ports and places in the united 
kingdom and its dependencies; and that in all treaties made by his majetfty, 
his heirs and fucceffors, with any foreign power, his majefty’s fubjects of 
Ireland fhall have the fame privileges, and be on thie fame footing, as his ma- 
jefty’s fubjects of Great Britain : 

That, from the firft day of January one thoufand eight hundred and one, 
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all prohibitions and bounties on the export of articles, the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of either country, to the other, fhall ceafe and determine ; 
and that the faid articles fhall thenceforth be exported from one country to 
the other, without duty or bounty on fuch export : 

That all articles, the growth, produce, or manufacture of either country, 
(not herein after enumerated as fubjeét to fpecific duties), fhall from thence- 
forth be imported into each country from the other, free from duty, other 
than fuch countervailing duties on the feveral articles enumerated in the 
fchedule number One A. and B. hereunto annexed, as are therein fpecified, 
or to fuch other countervailing duties as fhall hereafter be impofed by the 
parliament of the united kingdom, in the manner herein after provided ; and 
that, for the period of twenty years from the Union, the articles enume- 
rated in the fchedule number Two hereunto annexed, fhall be fubjeét on 
importation into each country from the other, to the duties fpecified in the 
faid fchedule number Two; and the woollen manufactures, known by the 
names of Old and New Drapery, fhall pay, on importation into each country 
from the other, the duties now payable on importation into Ireland: Salt 
and hops, on importation into Ireland from Great Britain, duties not exceed- 
ing thofe which are now paid on importation into Ireland; and coals on 
importation into Ireland from Great Britain, {hall be fubjeét to burthens not 
exceeding thofe to which they are now fubject : 

That callicoes and muflins fhall, on their importation into either country 
from the other, be fubjeé and liable to the duties now payable on the fame 
on the importation thereof from Great Britain into Ireland, until the fifth day 
of January one thoufand eight hundred and eight; and from and after the 
faid day, the faid duties fhall be annnally reduced, by equal proportions as 
near as may be in each year, fo as that the faid duties fhall fiand at ten per 
centum from and after the fifth day of January one thoufand eight hundred 
and fixteen, until the 5th day of January one thoufand eight hundred and 
twenty-one: and that cotton yarn and cotton twift shall, on their importation 
into either country from tlie other, be fubjeét and liable to the duties now 
payable upon the fame on the importation thereof from Great Britain into 
Ireland, until the fifth day of January one thoufand eight hundred and 
eight, and from and after the faid day, the faid duties fhall be annually re- 
duced by equal proportions as near as may be in each year, fo that as that 
all duties fhall ceafe on the faid articles from and after the fifth. day of 
January one thoufand eight hundred and fixteen: 

That 
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That any articles of the growth, produce, or manufaéture of either country, 
which are or may be fubject to internal duty, or to duty on the materials of 
which they are compofed, may be made fubjeci, on their importation into 
each country refpectively from the other, to fuch countervailing duty as 
fhall appear to be juft and reafonable in refpeét of fuch internal duty or 
duties on the materials; and that for the faid purpofes the articles fpecified 
in the faid fehedule number one, A. and B. fhall be fubjeé to the duties fet 
forth therein, liable to be taken off, diminifhed, or increafed, in the manner 
herein fpecified; and that upon the export of the faid articles from each 
country to the other refpeétively, a drawback fhall be given equal in amount 
to the countervailing duty payable on fuch articles on the import thereof 
into the fame country from the other; and that in like manner in future it 
thall be competent to the united parliament to impofe any new or additional 
countervailing duties, or to take off, or diminith fuch exifting countervailing 
as may appear, on like principles, to be juft and reafonable in refpeét of any 
future or additional internal duty on any article of the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of either country, or of any new or additional duty on any 
materials of which fuch article may be compofed, or of any abatement of 
duty on the fame; and that when any fuch new or additional countervailing 
duty fhall be fo impofed on the import of any article into either country 
from the other, a drawback, equal in amount to fuch countervailing duty, ° 
fhall be given in like manner on the export of every fuch article refpeétively 
from the fame country to the other: 

That all articles, the growth, produce, or manufaéture of either country, 
when exported through the other, fhall in all cafes be exported fubjeé to 
the fame charges as if they had been exported direétly from the country of 
which they were the growth, produce, or manufa¢ture: 

That all duty charged on the import of foreign or colonial goods into either 
country, fhall on their export to the other, be either drawn back, or the amount, 
ifany be retained, fhall be placed to the credit of the country to which they 
fhall be fo exported, fo long as the expenditure of the united kingdom fhall 
be defrayed by proportional contributions: Provided always, that nothing 
herein fhall extend to take away any duty, bounty, or prohibition, which 
exifts with refpeét to corn, meal, malt, flour, or bifcuit; but that all duties, 
bounties, or prohibitions, on the faid articles, may be regulated, varied, or 
repealed, from time to time, as the united parliament fhall deem expedient. 
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SCHEDULE, No. I. 


Of the articles to be charged with countervailing duties upon importation 
from Ireland into Great Britain, and from Great Britain into Ireland, re- 
{pectively, according to the fixth article of Union. 


(A.) On Importation into Great Britain from Ireland. 


Beer.—For every barrel confifting of thirty-fix gallons, Englith beer meafure, 
of Inih beer, ale, or mum, which fhall be imported into Great Britain di- 
rectly from Ireland, and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity, to 
be paid by the importer thereof, 8s. excife. 

Bricks and Tiles.—For every thoufand of Irifh bricks, 5s. excife. 

For every thoufand of Irifh plain tiles, 4s. 10d. excife. 

For every thoufand of Irifh pan or ridge tiles, 12s. 10d. excife. 

For every hundred of Irifh paving tiles, not exceeding ten inches fquare, 
2s. ea. EXcile. 

For every hundred of Irifh paving tiles exceeding ten inches {quare, 4s. 10d. 
excife. 

For every thoufand of Irifh tiles, other than fuch as are herein-before enu- 
merated and defcribed, by whatfoever name or names fuch tiles are 
or may be called or known, 4s. 10d. excite. 

Candles.—For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh candles of tallow, and 
other candles whatfoever (except wax and fpermaceti), 1d. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh candles, which may be made 
of wax or fpermaceti, or which are ufually called or fold either for wax 
or fpermaceti, notwithftanding the mixture of any other ingredient 
therewith, 33d. excife. 

Chocolate, §c.—For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh cocoa, cocoa 
pafte, or chocolate, 2s. excife. 

Cordage ; videlicet.—To be ufed as ftanding rigging, or other cordage made 
from topt hemp,the ton, containing twenty hundred weight, 4/7. 10s. 3d. 
cuftoms. | 

Of any other fort, cable yarn, packthread, and twine, the ton, containing 
twenty hundred weight, 4/. 4s. 4d. cuftoms. 

Cyder and Perry.—F¥or every hogfhead, confifting of fixty-three gallons Eng- 
lith wine meafure, of Irifh cyder and perry, which fhall be imported as 
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merchandize or for fale, and which thall be fent or configned to any faétor 
or agent to fell or difpofe of, 19s. 2d. excite. 

Glafs.—For every fquare foot fuperficial meafure of Irith plate glafs, 2s. 24d. 
excife. 

For every hundred weight of Infh flmt, enamel, fiamed, pafie, or phial 
glafs, 2/. 3s. 6d. excile. 

For every hundred weight of Inifh fpread window glais, commonly called 
broad glafs, 8s. 1d. excife. 

For every hundred weight of Irth window glafs (not being fpread glafs) 
whether flathed or otherwife manufactured, and commonly called or 
known by the name of crown gla/s, or German fheet glafs, \l. Os. Od. exc. 

For every hundred weight of veffels made ufe of in chemical laboratories, 
and of garden glaffes, and of all other veffels or utenfils of common bottle 
metal, manufactured in Ireland, common bottles excépted, 4s. O2zd. exc. 

Yor every hundred weight of any fort or fpecies of Irith glafs, not herein- 
before enumerated or defcribed, 2/. 2s. excife. 

Bottles of common green glafs, the dozen quarts, 9d. cuftoms. 
Hops.—For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irith hops, 123d. excife. 
Leather, unmanufaétured.—For every pound weight avoirdupois of hides, of 

what kind foever, and of calf {kins, kips, hog fkins, dog fkins, and feal 
fkins, tanned in Ireland, and of fheep fkins and lamb fkins fo tanned for 
gloves and bazils, which fhall be imported in the whole hide or {kin, 
and neither cut nor diminifhed in any refpeét whatever, 13d. excife. 

For every dozen of goat fkins tanned in Ireland to refemble Spanith leather, 
As. excife. 

For every dozen of fheep fkins tanned in Ireland for roans, being after the 
nature of Spanifh leather, 2s. 3d. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of all other hides or fkins not herein- 
before enumerated and defcribed, and of all pieces and parts of hides or 
{kins which fhall be tanned in Ireland, 6d. excife. 

For all hides of horfes, mares, and geldings, which fhall be dreffed-in allum 
and falt or meal, or otherwife tawed in Ireland, for each and every fuch 
hide, 1s. 6d. excife. 

For all hides of fteers, cows, or any other hides of what kind foever (thofe 
of horfes, mares, and geldings excepted) which fhall be dreffed in allum 
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and falt, or meal, or otherwife tawed in Ireland, for cach and every fuch 
hide, 3s. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of all calf fkins, kips, and feal {kins, 
which fhall be fo dreffed in allum and falt, or meal, or otherwife tawed in 
Ireland, and imported into Great Britain, in the whole fkin, neither cut 
nor diminifhed in any refpe& whatever, 14d. excife. 

For every dozen of flink calf {kins which fhall be fo dreffed in allum and 
falt, or meal, or otherwife tawed with the hair on, in Ireland, 3s. excife. 
Yor every dozen of flink calf fkins which fhall be fo dreffed in allum and 
falt, or meal, or otherwife tawed without hair, in Ireland, and for every 
dozen of dog {kins and kid fkins, which fhall be dreffed in allum and falt, 

or meal, or otherwife tawed in Ireland, 1s. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of buck and doe fkins, which fhall be 
dreffed in allum and falt, or meal, or otherwife tawed in Ireland, aud which 
fhall be imported in the whole fkin, and neither cut nor diminifhed in any 
refpeét whatever, 6d. excife. 

Yor every dozen of goat fkins and beaver fkins, which fhall be dreffed in 
allum and falt, or meal, or otherwife tawed in Ireland, 2s. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of fheep fkins and lamb fkins which 
fhall be dreffed in allum and falt, or meal, or otherwife tawed in Ireland, 
and which fhall be imported in the whole {kin, and neither cut nor di- 
minifhed in any refpeét whatever, 14d. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of all other hides and fkins, not herein- 
before enumerated and defcribed, and of all pieces or parts of hides or 
fkins, which fhall be dreffed in allum and falt, or meal, or otherwife tawed 
in Ireland, 6d. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of all buck, deer, and elk fkins, which 
fhall be dreffed in oil in Ireland, and imported in the whole fkin, and 
neither cut nor diminifhed in any refpeét whatever, 1s. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of all fheep and lamb fkins, which fhall 
be dreffed in oil in Ireland, 3d. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of all other hides and fkins, and parts 
and pieces of hides and fkins, which fhall be dreffed in oil in Ireland, 
6d. excife. 

For every dozen of Irith vellum, 3s. 52d. excife. 

For every dozen of Irifh parchment, 1s. 84d. excife. 

Vou, II. 8B Leather, 
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Leather, manufactured into goods and wares : 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of tanned leather, manufactured and 
actually made into goods or wares in Ireland, 12d. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh made boots and fhoes, and 
gloves, and other manufactures made of tawed or drefled leather, 1d. ex. 

Vor every pound weight avoirdupois of all buck and deer fkins, and elk 
{kins, dreffed in oil and manufactured into goods and wares in Ireland, 
pervexeitel 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of all fheep and lamb fkins, dreffed in 
oil and manufactured into goods or wares in Ireland, 3d. excife. 

Yor every pound weight avoirdupois of all other hides and fkins, not herein- 
before enumerated or defcribed, dreffed in oil and manufactured into 
goods or wares in Ireland, 6d. excife. 

Mead or Aletheglin.—For every gallon, Englifh wine meafure, of Irifh mead 
or metheglin, 1s. Od. excife. 

Paper.—For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irith paper, fit or proper, or 
that may be ufed for or applied to the ufes or purpofes of writing, draw- 
ing, and printing, or either of them, and of all Ivith elephant papers and 
cartridge papers, 22d. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irith coloured papers and whited 
brown papers (other than and except elephant and cartridge papers) fit 
and proper for the ufe and purpofe of wrapping up goods, and not fit or 
proper or capable of being ufed for or applied to the purpofes of writing, 
drawing, and printing, or either of them, 1d. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irith brown paper, fit and proper for 
the ufe and purpofe of wrapping up goods, and not fit or proper or capa- 
ble of being ufed for or applied to the ufes and purpofes of writing, draw- 
ing, and printing, or either of them, 02d. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of every fort or kind of Infh paper, 
not herein-before enumerated or defcribed, fheathing, and button paper 
and button board excepted, 22d. excife. 

For every one hundred weight of Irifh pafteboard, millboard, and feale- 
board, 10s. 6d. excife. 

For every one hundred weight of Ivifh glazed papers for clothiers and hot 
Dreliers, 6s. exeie, 

Yor every pound weight avoirdupois of books, bound or unbound, and of 

maps 
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maps or prints, which fhall be imported into Great Britain directly from 
Ircland, 2d. excife. 

Printed Goods.—Yor every yard fquare of Irifh printed, painted, or ftaincd 
papers, to ferve for hangings, or other ufes, 12d. excife. 

Yor every yard in length, reckoning yard-wide, of foreign callicocs and 
foreign muflins, which fhall be printed, painted, ftained, or dyed in Irc- 
land (except fuch as fhall be dyed throughout of one colour), over and 
above any duty of cuftoms payable on the importation of foreign calli- 
coes and muflins, 7d. excife. 

For every yard in length, reckoning yard-wide, of all Irifh printed, painted, 
ftained, or dyed Irifh-made callicoes, muflins, linens, and ftuffs, made 
either of cotton or linen, mixed with other materials, fuftians, velvets, 
velverets, dimities, and other figured ftuffs, made of cotton and other 
materials, mixed or wholly made of cotton wool (except fuchas fhall be 
dyed throughout of one colour only), 32d. excife. 

Tor every yard in length, reckoning yard-wide, of all Irifh printed, ftained, 
painted, or dyed Infh made ftufts not before enumerated or defcribed 
(except fuch as fhall be dyed throughout of one colour only and except 
ftuffs made of woollen,‘or whereof the greateft part in value fhall be 
woollen), 33d. excife. 

Yor every yard in length, reckoning half yard wide, of all Infh printed, 
ftained, painted, or dyed filks, (filk handkerchiefs excepted) over and 
above any duty of cuftoms payable on the importation of filk, 1s. 12d. 
excife. 

For every yard fquare of Irith printed, ftained, painted, or dyed filk hand- 
kerchiefs, and fo in proportion for wide or narrow filk handkerchiefs, 
over and above every duty of cuftoms payable on filk, 4id. excife. 

Salt.—For every bufhel, confifting of fifty-fix pounds weight avoirdupois, of 
Irifh falt, or Irifh Glauber or Irifh Epfom falt, 10s. excife. 

For every buthel, confifting of fixty-five pounds weight avoirdupois of Inith 
rock falt, 10s. excife. 

Silk. —Manufactures of ribbons and ftuffs of filk only, the pound, containing 
fixteen ounces, 5s. cuftoms. 


Note, Two-thirds of the weight of gauze and one-third of the weight of crape, 
is to be deduéted for gum and drefs. 
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Silk and ribbons of filk, mixed with gold or filver, the pound, containing 
fixteen ounces, 6s. 8d. cuftoms. 

Silk ftockings, filk gloves, filk fringe, filk laces, ftitching or fewing filk, the 
pound, containing fixteen ounces, 3s. cuftoms. 

Silk, manufaétures of, not otherwife enumerated or defcribed, the pound, 
containing fixteen ounces, 4s. cuftoms. 

Stuffs of filk and grogram yarn, the pound, containing fixteen ounces, 
ls. 2d. cuftoms. 

Stuffs of filk mixed with incle or cotton, the pound, containing fixteen 
ounces, 1s. 8d. cuftoms. 

Stuffs of filk and worfted, the pound, containing fixteen ounces, 10d. 
cuftoms. 

Stuffs of filk mixed with any other material, the pound, containing fixteen 
ounces, 1s. 3d. cuftoms. 

Soap.—For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irith hard, cake, or ball foap, 
2id. excife. 

For every pound weight of Irifh foft foap, 13d. excife. 

Spirits, Britifh.---For every gallon, Englith wine meafure, of fpirits, Aqua 
Vite, or ftrong waters, whicli fhall be diftilled or made in Ireland, and 
imported ata firength not exceeding one to ten over hydrometer proof, 
5s. iad: excite, 

Note.—Spirits above the ftrength of one to ten will be charged in proportion : 
and on fweetened or compounded fpirits, the duty will be computed upon 
the higheft degree of ftrength at which fuch fpirits can be made. 

Starch.---For every pound weight of Irifh ftarch or hair powder, of what kind 
foever, 33d. excife. 

Sugars.---Refined ; videlicet, called Bafiards, whole or ground, the hundred 
weight, 18s. 2d. cuftoms. 

Lumps, the hundred weight, 12. 14s. 02d. cuftoms. 
Single loaf, the hundred weight, 12. 16s. 4d. cuftoms. 

Powder loaf and double loaf, the hundred weight, 12. 19s. 1d. cuftoms. 

Sugar candy, brown, the hundred weight, 1. 14s. Ogd. cuftoms. 

Sugar candy, white, the hundred weight, 17. 19s. 1d. cuftoms. 

Sugar, refined, of any other fort, the hundred weight, 1/. 19s. 1d. cuftoms. 

Sweets. —For every barrel, confifting of thirty-one gallons and a half, Englifh 
wine meafure, of Inth fweets, or other Irifh liquor, made by infufion, 
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fermentation, or otherwife, from fruit or fugar, or from fruit or fugar 
mixed with any other materials or ingredients whatfoever, commonly 
called fweets, or called or diftinguifhed by the name of made wines, 
2laes. excife. 

Tobacco and Snuff-—For every pound weight avoirdupois of unmanufatiured 
tobacco, of the growth or produce of Ireland, over and above any duty 
of cuftoms, 1s. 1d. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh manufaétured fhort cut to- 
bacco, or tobacco manufaétured into what is commonly called or known 
by the name of Spanith, 1s. 7d. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh manufactured fhag tobacco, 
lsapad. excile: 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh manufaétured roll tobacco, 
Asafa excites 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh manufactured carrot tobacco, 
Vsa 54de exvcife: 

Yor every pound weight avoirdupois of every other fort of Irifh manu- 
faétured tobacco, not herein-before enumerated or defcribed, 1s. 7d. ex. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh manufactured rappee fnuff, 
1s. Aid. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh manufaétured Scotch fnuff, 
1s. 102d. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh manufactured brown Scotch 
{nuff, 1s. 3d. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh manufactured tobacco ftalk 
flour, 1s. Od. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of every other fort or kind of Irifh 
manufactured fnuff, or fnuff-work, not herein-before enumerated or de- 
{cribed, 1s. 103d. excife. 

Tobacco unmanufaéctured, the pound, 6..d. cuftoms. 

Verjuice.—For every hogfhead confifting of fixty-three gallons, Englith wine 
meature, of Irifh verjuice, 7s. 8d. excife. 

Vinegar.—For every barrel confifting of thirty-four gallons, Enelifh beer 
meafure, of Inifh vinegar, 12s. 83d. excife. 

1Vire.—For every ounce troy weight of Irith gilt wire, gid. excife. 

For every ounce troy of Irih filver wire, 7d, excife. 


Vor 
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For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh gold thread, gold lace, or gold 
fringe, made of plate wire fpun upon filk, 7s. 8d. excife. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh filver thread, filver lace, or 
filver fringe, made of plate wire fpun upon filk, 5s. 9d, excife. 


(B.) On Importation into Ireland from Great Britain. 

Beer.—For and upon every barrel containing thirty-two gallons, imported 
from Great Britain, 4s. 6d. 

Glafs Bottles.—For and upon each reputed quart, Od. 

Leather, unmanufaciured.—For and upon each pound in every hide or fkin, 
or piece of any fuch hide or fkin of what kind or denomination foever, 
other than fuch as are herein-after mentioned and defcribed, 1d. 

For and upon each hide of horfes, mares, or geldings, 1s. 

For and upon all {kins called veal {kins, and all fkins of hogs, for every dozen 
fkins thereof, and after the fame rate for any greater or lefs quantity, 5s. 

For and upon all fkins for fhoes and other like purpofes, and all feal fkins, 
for every dozen thereof, and after the fame rate for any greater or lefs 
quantity, 2s. 6d. 

For and upon all fkins for bookbinders ufe, for every dozen thereof, and 
after the fame rate for any greater or lefs quantity, 1s. 

For and upon all goat fkins tanned with fhumack, or otherwife to refemble 
Spanifh leather, and all {heep {kins tanned for roans, being after the nature 
of Spanifh leather, for every pound weight avoirdupois, 1d. 

For and upon all iheep and lamb {kins tanned for gloves and bafils, for every 
pound weight avoirdupois, and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs 
quantity, O2d. 

Leather, dreffed in oil.—For and upon every hide and {kin, and piece of fuch 
hide and fkin, other than fuch as are herein-after mentioned or defcribed, 
for every pound weight avoirdupois, 2d. 

For and upon all deer fkins, goat fkins, and beaver fkins, for every pound 
weight thereof avoirdupois, 3d. 

For and upon all calf fkins, for every pound weight thereof avoirdupois, 2d. 

For and upon all fheep and lamb fkins, for every pound weight ayoir- 
dupois, 03d. 

Vellum and Parchment.---For and upon every dozen fkins of vellum, 6d. 

For and upon every dozen {kins of parchment, 3d. : 

Leather, 
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Leather, manufaétured into goods and wares.---For and upon all tanned 
leather manufactured into goods and wares, whereof leather is the moft 
valuable part, the following duties ; videlicet, 

For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of tanned leather, manu- 
factured and actually made into goods and wares in Great Britain, of 
leather only, or of which leather makes the moft valuable part, 14d. 

For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of tawed or dreffed leather, 
manufactured and actually made in Great Britain, of leather only, or of 
which leather makes the moft valuable part, 1d. 

For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of all buck and deer fkins, 
and elk kins, dreffed in oil, and manufactured into goods and wares in 
Great Britain, of leather only, or of which leather makes the moft valua- 
ble part, 3d. 

For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of all fheep and lamb fkins 
drefled in oil, and manufaétured into goods and wares in Great Britain, 
of leather only, or of which leather makes the moft valuable part, Od. 

For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of all other hides and {kins, 
not herein-before enumerated or defcribed, dreffed in oil, and manufac- 
tured into goods and wares in Great Britain, of leather only, or of which 
leather makes the moft valuable part, 2d. 

Paper.—For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of paper, fit or proper 
for, or that may be ufed for or applied to the ufes or purpofes of writing, 
drawing, or printing, or either of them, and all elephant paper, and all 
cartridge paper, 23d. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of all coloured paper, and whited- 
brown papers, other than and except elephant and cartridge paper, fit or 
proper for the ufes or purpofes of wrapping up goods, and not fit or pro- 
per, or capable of being ufed for or applied to the ufes or purpofes of 
writing, drawing, and printing, or either of them, and alfo except paper 
hangings, 1d. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of brown paper, fit and proper for the 
ufe or purpofe of wrapping up goods, and not fit or proper or capable of 
being ufed for or applied to the ufes or purpofes of writing, drawing, or 
printing, or either of them, 0#¢d.' 

For and upon every one hundred weight of glazed paper for clothiers and 
hotprefiers, and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity, 5s. 

For 
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For and upon every hundred weight of pafteboard, millboard, and fecale- 
board, and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity, 10s. 

For and upon every pound weight of every fort or kind of paper, not herein- 
before particularly enumerated or defcribed, other than and except papers 
commonly called or known by the names of fheathing paper, and button 
paper or button board, and paper hangings, 22d. 

Stained Paper.---For and upon every fquare yard of printed, painted, or 
{tained paper, for hangings or other ufes, and fo in proportion for any 
greater or lefs quantity, 1d. 

For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of books bound or unbound, 
and of maps or prints, which fhall be imported into Ireland from Great 
Britain, 2d. 

Cards.---For and upon every pack of printed, painted, or playing cards, 
made or manufactured in Great Britain, 1s. 5d. 

And a further duty of 23d. per pound weight. 

Dice.---For and upon every pair of dice made or manufactured in Great 
Britain, 10s. 

Wrought Plate.---For and upon every ounce troy weight of gold or filver 
plate, which fhall be wrought, made, or manufaétured in Great Britain, 
and imported into Ireland. \ 

Silk Manufacure.---For and upon all filks being of the manufacture of Great 
Britain, and imported direétly from thence, the following duties ; 
videlicet, 

For and upon all ribbons and ftuffs of filks only, for every pound w eight 
thereof containing fixteen ounces, 2s. 1d. 

For and upon all filks and ribbons of filk, mixed with gold or filver, for 
every pound weight thereof containing fixteen ounces, 2s. Qd. 

For and upon all filk ftockings, filk gloves, filk fringe, filk laces, ftitchinge 
and fewing filk, for every pound weight thereof containing fixteen 
ounces, ls. 3d. 

For and upon all manufaétures of filk not otherwife enumerated or de- 
{cribed, for every pound weight thereof containing fixteen ounces, 
1s. 8d. 

For and upon all fiufts of filk and grogram yarn, the pound weight con- 
taining fixteen ounces, 6d. 

For 
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For and upon all ftuffs of filk mixed with incle or cotton, the pound weight 
containing fixteen ounces, Od. 

Vor and upon all ftuffs of filk and worfted mixed, the pound weight con- 
taining fixteen ounces, 4d. 

Yor and upon all ftuffs of filk mixed with any other material, the pound 
weight containing fixteen ounces, 63d. 

Spirits.—For and upon every gallon of {pirits, being of the manufacture of 
Great Britain, and imported from thence, a duty of 3s. 7d. 

Sugar, refined—of the manufacture of Great Britain, and imported directly 
from thence, the following duties, videlicet. 

For and upon all fugar called baftards, white or ground, the hundred 
weight containing 112 pounds, 19s. 84d. 

For and upon all fugar called lumps, the hundred weight containing 112 
pounds, 1/. 16s. 103d. 

Yor and upon all fugar called fingle loaf fugar, the hundred weight con- 
taining 112 pounds, 1/. 19s. 4d. 

For and upon all fugar called powder loaf and double loaf, the hundred 
weight containing 112 pounds, 2/. 2s. 4d. 

For and upon all fugar called fugar candy, brown, the hundred weight 
containing 112 pounds, 1/. 16s. 10d. 

For and upon.all fugar called fugar candy, white, the hundred weight con- 
taining 112 pounds, 2/. 2s. 4d. 

For and upon all fugar refined of any other fort, the hundred weight con- 
taining 112 pounds, 2/. 2s. 4d. 

Sweets. —For and upon every barrel, containing thirty-two gallons wine mea- 
fure, of Britifh fweets, or other Britifh liquor made by infufion, fermen- 
tation, or otherwife, from fruit or fugar, or from fruit or fugar mixed 
with any other material or ingredients whatfoever, commonly called 
f{weets, or called or diftinguifhed by the name of made wines, 10s. 

For and upon every gallon of mead or metheglin, 4¢. 
For and upon every barrel, containing thirty-two gallons, of vinegar, 3s. 

Tobacco and Siiuff:—For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of unma- 
nufaétured tobacco, of the growth or produce of Great Britain, over 
and above any duty of cuftoms now payable, 54d. 

For and upon every pound weight of Britifh manufactured fhort cut to- 
WoL. II. 8c¢ bacco, 
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bacco, or tobacco manufactured into what is commonly called or known 
by the name of Spanifh, 1s. Od. 

Yor and upon every pound weight of Britifh manufaétured fhag tobacco 
Cute lid, : 

For and upon every pound weight of Britifh manufactured roll tobacco, 
1s. Oecd. 

For and upon every pound weight of Britifh manufactured carrot tobacco, 
lid. 

For and upon every pound weight of every other fort of Britifh manufac- 
tured tobacco not herein-before enumerated or defcribed, 1s. Of¢d. 

For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of Britifh manufactured 
rappee fnuff, 10¢d. 

For and upon every pound weight of Britifh manufaétured fnuff called 
Scotch f{nuff, 1s. 4d. 

For and upon every pound weight of Britith manufa@tured fnuff called 
brown Scotch fnuff, gd. 

For and upon every pound weight of Britifh manufactured ftalk flour, 1s. 3d. 

For and upon every pound weight of every other fort or kind of Britifh 
manufactured fnuff, or fnuff work, not herein-before enumerated or de- 
{cribed, 1s. Ad. 


SCHEDULE, No. II. 


Of the articles charged with the duties {pecified upon importation into Great 
Britain and Ireland refpeétively, according to the fixth article of Union. 
Apparel - - - z= ) 
Brafs, wrought = a rs / 
Cabinet ware - = e 


Coaches and other carriages = = - | ot 
Copper, wrought - - - sh pet 
Cottons, other than callicoes and muflins it Ss 
Glafs = : : : -|& 
Haberdafhery - S . A 3 
Hats - = = . “ 


at} uo ‘7ua9 ad spunod uaz, 


Tin plates, wrought iron and hard ware 


1 
—- 


Gold 
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Gold and filver lace, gold and filver thread, bul-y 3 
lion for lace, pearl, and fpangles __ - - a 
Millinery - - - - -; 232 
Paper ftained - - - a ona 
ie?) 

Pottery - = = ak re 
Saddlery and other manufactured leather - aa 
Silk manufacture - - : St ies: 
Stockings - . 3 8 so ieee 
~ 


Art. VII. That it be the feventh article of Union, that the charge arifing: 
from the payment of the intereft, and the finking fund for the reduétion of 
the principal, of the debt incurred in either kingdom before the Union, fhall 
continue to be feparately defrayed by Great Britain and Ireland refpectively, 
except as herein-after provided : 

That for the fpace of twenty years after the Union thall take place, the 
contribution of Great Britain and Ireland refpectively, towards the expen- 
diture of the united kingdom in each year, fhall be defrayed in the propor- 
tion of fifteen parts for Great Britain and two parts for Ireland ; and that at 
the expiration of the faid twenty years, the future expenditure of the united 
kingdom (other than the intereft and charges of the debt to which either 
country fhall be feparately liable) fhall be defrayed in fuch proportion as the 
parliament of the united kingdom {hall deem juft and reafonable upon a 
comparifon of the real value of the exports and imports of the refpective 
countries, upon an average of the three years next preceding the period of 
revifion; or on a companifon of the value of the quantities of the following 
articles confumed within the refpeétive countries, on a fimilar average; viz. 
beer, {pinits, fugar, wine, tea, tobacco, and malt; or according to the ag- 
gregate proportion refulting from both thefe confiderations combined ; or on 
a coniparifon of the amount of income in each country, eftimated from the 
produce for the fame period of a general tax, if fuch hall have been impofed 
on the fame defcriptions of income in both countries; and that the parlia- 
ment of the united kingdom fhall afterwards proceed in like manner to revife 
and fix the faid proportions according to the fame rules, or any of them, at 
periods not more diftant than twenty years, nor lefs than feven years from 
each other; unlefs, previous to any fuch period, the parliament of the united 
kingdom fhall have declared, as herein-after provided, that the expenditure 
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of the united kingdom fhall be defrayed indifcriminately, by equal taxes im- 
pofed on the like articles in both countries: that, for the defraying the faid 
expenditure according to the rules above laid down, the revenues of Ireland 
fhall hereafter conftitute a confolidated fund, which fhall be charged, in the 
firft inftance, with the intereft of the debt of Ireland, and with the finking 
fund applicable to the reduétion of the faid debt, and the remainder fhall be 
applied towards defraying the proportion of the expenditure of the united 
kingdom, to which Ireland may be liable in each year: that the proportion 
of contribution to which Great Britain and Ireland will be liable, flall be 
raifed by fuch taxes in each country refpectively, as the parliament of the 
united kingdom {hall from time to time deem fit: provided always, that in 
regulating the taxes in each country, by which their refpeétive proportions 
fhall be levied, no article in Ireland {hall be made liable to any new or addi- 
tional duty, by which the whole amount of duty payable thereon would ex- 
ceed the amount which will be thereafter payable in England on the like ar- 
ticle: that, if at the end of any year any furplus fhall aecrue from the reve- 
nues of Ireland, after defraying the intereft, finking fund, and proportional 
contribution and feparate charges to which the faid country fhall then be lia- 
ble, taxes thall be taken off to the amount of fuch furplus, or the furplus 
{hall be applied by the parliament of the united kingdom to local purpofes in 
Ireland, or to make good any deficiency which may arife in the revenues of 
Ircland in time of peace, or be invetted, by the commiffioners of the national 
debt of Ireland, in the funds, to accumulate for the benefit of Ireland at 
compound intereft, in eafe of the contribution of Ireland in time of war; 
provided that the furplus fo to accumulate fhall at no future period be fuffered 
to exceed the fum of five millions: that all monies to be raifed after the Union, 
by loan, in peace or war, for the fervice of the united kingdom by the parlia- 
ment thereof, fhall be confidered to be a joint debt, and the charges thereof 
fhall be borne by the refpective countries in the proportion of their refpective 
contributions; provided that, if at any time, in raifing their refpective con- 
tributions hereby fixed for each country, the parliament of the united king- 
dom {hall judge it fit to raife a greater proportion of fuch refpective contri- 
butions in one country within the year than in the other, or to fet apart a 
‘ greater proportion of finking fund for the liquidation of the whole or any 
part of the loan raifed on account of the one country than that raifed on ae- 
count of the other country, then fueh part of the faid loan, for the liquida- 

tion 


APPENDIX. 389 


tion of which different provifions fhall have been made for the refpective 
countries, fhall be kept diftinét, and fhall be borne by each feparately, and 
only that part of the faid loan be deemed joint and common, for the reduc- 
tion of which the refpeétive countries fhall have made provifion in the propor- 
tion of their refpective contributions: that, if at any future day the feparate 
debt of each country refpectively fhall have been liquidated, or, if the values 
of their refpective debts (eftimated according to the amount of the intereft 
and annuities attending the fame, and of the finking fund applicable to the 
reduétion thereof, and to the period within which the whole capital of fuch 
debt fhall appear to be redeemable by fuch finking fund) fhall be to each 
other in the faine proportion with the refpe€tive contributions of each coun- 
try refpeétively ; or if the amount by which the value of the larger of fuch 
debts fhall vary from fuch proportion, fhall not exceed one hundredth part 
of the faid value; and if it {hall appear to the parliament of the united king- 
dom, that the refpective circumftances of the two countries will theneeforth 
admit of their contributing indifcriminately, by equal taxes impofed on the 
fame articles in each, to the future expenditure of the united kingdom, it 
{hall be competent to the parliament of the united kingdom to declare, that 
all future expence thenceforth to be incurred, together with the intereft and 
charges of all joint debts contraéted previous to fuch declaration, fhall be fo 
defrayed indifcriminately by equal taxes impofed on the fame articles in each 
country, and thenceforth from time to time, as circumftances may require, 
to unpofe and apply fuch taxes aecordingly, fubjeét only to fuch particular 
exemptions or abatements in Ireland, and in that part of Great Britain called 
Scotland, as circuntitanees may appear from time to time to demand: that, 
from the period of fuch declaration, it fhall no longer be necetfary to regulate 
the contribution of the two countries towards the future expenditure of the 
united kingdom, according to any fpecific proportion, or according to any 
of the rules herein before prefcribed ; provided neverthelefs, that the intereft 
or charges which may remain on account of any part of the feparate debt with 
whieh either country fhall be chargeable, and which fhall not be liquidated 
or confolidated proportionably as above, fhall, until extinguithed, continue 
to be defrayed by feparate taxes in each country: that a fum, not lefs than 
the fum whieh has becn granted by the parliament of Ireland on the average 
of fix years immediately preceding the firft day of January, in the year one 
thoufand eight hundred, in premiums for the internal eneouragement of 
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agriculture or manufactures, or for the maintaining inftitutions for pious and 
charitable purpofes, fhall be applied, for the period of twenty years after the 
Union, to fuch local purpofes in Ireland, in fuch manner as the parliament 
of the united kingdom fhall direct: that, from and after the firft day of Ja- 
nuary, one thoufand eight hundred and one, all public revenue arifing to the 
united kingdom from the territorial dependencies thereof, and applied to the 
general expenditure of the united kingdom, fhall be fo applied in the propor- 
tions of the refpective contributions of the two countrics. 

Art. VU. That it be the eighth article of the Union, that all laws in 
force at the time of the Union, and all the courts of civil and ecclefiaftical 
jurifdiétion within the refpeétive kingdoms, fhall remain as now by law efta- 
blithed within the fame, fubjeé& only to fuch alterations and regulations from 
time to time as circum{tances may appear to the parliament of the united 
kingdom to require ; provided that all writs of error and appeals, depending 
at the time of the Union or hereafter to be brought, and which might now 
be finally decided by the Houfe of Lords of either kingdom, fhall, from and 
and after the Union, be finally decided by the Houfe of Lords of the united 
kingdom ; and provided that, from and after the Union, there fhall remain 
in Ireland an inftance court of admiralty, for the determination of caufes, 
civiland maritime only, and that the appeal from fentences of the faid court 
fhall be to his majefty’s delegates in his court of chancery in that part of thie 
united kingdom called Ireland; and that all laws at prefent in force in either 
kingdom, which fhall be contrary to any of the provifions which may be en- 
a¢ted by any aét for carrying thefe articles into effect, be from and after the 
Union repealed. 

And whereas the faid articles having, by addrefs of the refpective houfes of 
parliament in Great Britain and Ireland, been humbly laid before luis majetty, 
his majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to approve the fame ; and to recom- 
mend it to his two houfes of parliament in Great Britain and Ireland to con- 
fider of fuch meafures as may be neceffary for giving effeét to the faid arti- 
cles: in order, therefore, to give full effect and validity to the fame, be it 
enaéied by the king’s moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice and 
confent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, in this prefent 
parliament afiembled, and by the authority of the fame, that the faid fore- 
going recited articles, each and every one of them, according to the true 
import and tenor thereof, be ratified, confirmed, and approved, and be and > 
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they are hereby declared to be the articles of the Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and the fame fhall be in force and have effeét for ever, from the firft 
day of January, which {hall be in the year of our Lord, one thoufand eight 
hundred and one; provided that, before that period an aét fhall have been 
paffed by the parliament of Ireland, for carrying into effect, in the like man- 
ner, the faid foregoing recited articles. 

YI. And whereas an act, intituled, “ An Aét to regulate the Mode by 
*¢ which the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons, to ferve in the 
“ Parliament of the United Kingdom on the Part of Ireland, fhall be fum- 
‘“moned and returned to the faid Parliament,’ has been pafied by the 
parliament of Ireland; the tenor whereof is as follows: an aét to regulate 
the mode by which the lords fpiritual and temporal, and the commons, to 
ferve in the parliament of the united kingdom on the part of Ireland, hall 
be fummoned and returned to the faid parliament. Whereas it is agreed by 
the fourth article of Union, that four lords fpiritual of Ireland, by rotation 
of feffions, and twenty-eight lords temporal of Ireland, clected for life by 
the peers of Ireland, fhall be the number to fit and vote on the part of Ire- 
land in the Houfe of Lords of the parliament of the united kingdom; and 
one hundred commoners (two for each county of Ireland, two for the city 
of Dublin, two for the city of Cork, one for the College of the Holy Tni- 
nity of Dublin, and one for each of the thirty-one moft confiderable cities, 
towns, and boroughs) be the number to fit and vote on the part of Ireland 
in the Houfe of Commons of the parliament of the united kingdom; be it 
enacted by the king’s moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice and 
confent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, in this parliament 
affeanbled, and by authority of the fame, that the faid four lords fpiritual 
fhall be taken from among the lords fpiritual of Ireland in the manner fol- 
lowing; that is to fay, that one of the four archbifhops of Ireland, and three 
of the eighteen bifhops of Ireland, fhall fit in the Houfe of Lords of the 
united parliament in each feflion thereof, the faid right of fitting being re- 
gulated as between the faid archbifhops refpectively by a rotation among the 
archiepifcopal fees from feffion to fefiion, and in like manner that of the 
bithops by a like rotation among the cpifcopal fees: that the primate of all 
Ireland for the time being {hall fit in the firft feffion of the parliament of the 
united kingdom, the archbifhop of Dublin for the time being in the tecond, 
the archbifhop of Cafhel for the time being in the third, and the Arch- 
bulhop of Tuam for the time being in the fourth, and fo by rotation of fef- 
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fions for ever, fuch rotation to proceed regularly and without interruption 
from feflion to feflion, notwithftanding any diffolution or expiration of parlia- 
ment: that three fuffragan bifhops fhall in like manner fit according to rota- 
tion of their fees, from feffion to feffion in the following order; the Lord Bithop 
of Meath, the Lord Bifhop of Kildare, the Lord Bifhop of Derry, in the firft 
feffion of the parliament of the united kingdom; the Lord Bifhop of Raphoe, 
the Lord Bifhop of Limerick, Ardfert and Aghadoe, the Lord Bifhop of Dro- 
more in the fecond feffion of the parliament of the united kingdom; the Lord 
Bithop of Elphin, the Lord Bifhop of Down and Connor, the Lord Bifhop 
of Waterford and Lifmore, in the third feffion of the parliament of the united 
kingdom; the Lord Bifiop of Leighlin and Ferns, the Lord Bifhop of 
Cloyne, the Lord Bithop of Cork and Rofs, in the fourth feffion of the par- 
liament of the united kingdom; the Lord Bithop of Killaloe and Kilfenora, 
the Lord Bithop of Kilmore, the Lord Bifhop of Clogher, in the fifth feffion 
of the parliament of the united kingdom; the Lord Bifhop of Offory, the 
Lord Bithop of illala and Achonry, the Lord Bithop of Clonfert and Kil- 
niacduagh, in the fixth feffion of the parliament of the united kingdom ; 
the faid rotation to be neverthelefs fubject to fuch variation therefrom from 
time to time as is herein-after provided: that the faid twenty-eight lords 
temporal fhall be chofen by all the temporal peers of Ireland in the manner 
herein-after provided ; that each of the faid lords temporal fo chofen fhall be 
entitled to fit in the Houfe of Lords of the parliament of the united king- 
dom during his life; and in cafe of his death, or forfeiture of any of the 
faid lords temporal, the temporal peers of Ireland fhall, in the manner herein- 
after provided, choofe another peer out of their own number to fupply the 
place fo vacant. And be it enaéted, that of the one hundred commoners to 
fit on the part of Ireland in the united parliament, fixty-four fhall be chofen 
for the counties, and thirty-fix for the following cities and boroughs, viz. 
for each county of Ireland two; for the city of Dublin two; for city of Cork 
two; for the College of the Holy Trinity of Dublin one; for the city of 
Waterford one; forthe city of Limerick one; for the borough of Belfaft one; 
for the county and town of Drogheda one; for the county and town of Car- 
rickfergus one; for the borough of Newry one; for the city of Kilkenny 
one; for the city of Londonderry one; for the town of Galway one; for 
the borough of Clonmell one; for the town of Wexford one; for the town 
of Youghall one; for the town of Bandon Bridge one; for the borough of 
Armagh one; forthe borough of Dundalk one; for the town of Kinfule one ; 
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for the borough of Lifburne one; for the borough of Sligo one; for the bo- 
rough of Catherlough one; for the borough of Ennis one; for the borough 
of Dungarvan one; for the borough of Downpatrick one; for the borough 
of Colraine one; for the town of Mallow one; for the borough of Athlone 
one; for the town of New Rofs one; for the borough of Tralee one; for the 
city of Cafhel one; for the borough of Dungannon one; for the borough of 
Portarlington one; for the borough of Ennifkillen one. And be it enacied, 
that in cafe of the fummouing of a new parliament, or if the feat of any of 
the {aid commoners fhall become vacant by death or otherwife, then the faid 
counties, cities, or boroughs, or any of them, as the cafe may be, fhall pro- 
ceed to a new election; and that all the other towns, cities, corporations, or 
boroughs, other than the aforefaid, thall ceafe to eleét reprefentatives to ferve 
in parliament; and no meeting fhall at any time hereafter be fummoned, 
called, convened, or held, for the purpofe of eleéting any perfon or perfons 
to ferve or act, or be confidered as reprefentative or reprefentatives of any other 
place, town, city, corporation, or borough, other than the aforefaid, or as re- 
prefentative or reprefentatives of the freemen, freeholders, houfeholders, or 
inhabitants thereof, either in the parliament of the united kingdom or elfe- 
where, (unlefs it {hall hereafter be otherwife provided by the parliament of 
the united kingdom ;) and every perfon fummoning, calling, or holding any 
fuch meeting or aflembly, or taking any part in fuch election or pretended 
election, thall, being thereof duly conviéted, incur and fuffer the pains and pe- 
nalties ordained and provided by the ftatute of provifion and premunire, made 
in the fixteenth year of the reign of Richard the Second. For the due ele@tion 
of the perfons to be chofen to fit in the refpective houfes of parliament of the 
united kingdom on the part of Ireland, be it enaéted, that on the day 
following that on which the aét for eftablifhing the Union fhall have received 
the royal affent, the primate of all Ireland, the Lord Bifhop of Meath, the 
Lord Bithop of Kildare, and the Lord Bifhop of Derry, fhall be, and they are 
hereby declarcd to be the reprefentatives of the lords f{piritual of Ireland in 
the parliament of the united kingdom, for the firft feffion thereof; and that 
the temporal peers of Ireland fhall affemble at twelve of the clock on the 
fame day as aforefaid, in the now accuftomed place of meeting of the Houfe 
of Lords of Ireland, and fhall then and there proceed to eleét twenty-eight 
lords temporal to reprefent the peerage of Ireland in the parliament of the 
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united kingdom, in the following manner; that is to fay, the names of the 
peers fhall be called over according to their rank, by the clerk of the crown, 
or his deputy, who fhall then and there attend for that purpofe; and cach of 
the faid peers, who, previous to the faid day, and in the prefent parliament 
fhall have actually taken his feat in the Houfe of Lords of Ireland, and who 
fhall there have taken the oaths, and figned the declaration, which are or 
fhall be by law required to be taken and figned by the lords of the parlia- 
ment of Ireland before they can fit and vote in the parliament hereof, fhall, 
when his name is called, deliver, either by himfelf or by his proxy (the name 
of fuch proxy having been previoufly entered in the books of the Houfe of 
Lords of Ireland, according to the prefent forms and ufages thereof) to the 
clerk of the crown, or his deputy (who fhall then and there attend for that 
purpofe), a lift of twenty-eight of the temporal peers of Ireland; and the 
clerk of the crown or his deputy fhall then and there publicly read the faid 
lifts, and fhall then and there caft up the faid lifts, and publicly declare the 
names of the twenty-eight lords who fhall be chofen by the majority of votes 
in the faid lifts, and fhall make a return of the faid names to the Houfe of 
Lords of the firft parliament of the united kingdom ; and the twenty-eight 
lords fo chofen by the majority of votes in the faid lifts fhall, during their 
refpective lives, fit as reprefentatives of the peers of Ireland in the Houfe of 
Lords of the united kingdom, and be entitled to receive writs of fummons to 
that and every fucceeding parliament ; and in cafe a complete election fhall 
not be made of the whole number of twenty-eight peers, by reafon of an 
equality of votes, the clerk of the crown fhall return fuch number in favor 
of whom a complete election fhall have been made in one lift, and in a fecond 
lift fhall return the names of thofe peers who {hall have an equality of votes, 
but in favor of whom, by reafon of fuch equality, a complete election fhall 
not have been made, and the names of the peers in the fecond lift, for whom 
an equal number of votes fhall have been fo given, fhall be written on pieces 
of paper of a fimilar form, and fhall be put into a glafs by the clerk of the 
parliament of the united kingdom, at the table of the Houfe of Lords there- 
of, whilft the houfe is fitting, and the peer whofe name fhall be firft drawn 
out by the clerk of the parliament, fhall be deemed the peer elected ; 
and fo fucceffively as often as the cafe may require; and whenever 
the feat of any of the twenty-eight lords temporal fo eleéted fhall be 
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vacated by deceafe or forfeiture, the ehancellor, the keeper or commuf- 
fioners of the great feal of the united kingdom for the time bemg, upon 
reeeiving a certifieate under the hand and feal of any two lords temporal of 
the parliament of the united kingdom, certifying the deceafe of fuch peer, 
or on view of the record of attainder of fueh peer, fhall direét a writ to be 
iffued under the great feal of the united kingdom, to the chancellor, the 
keeper or commiffioners of the great feal of Ireland for the time being, di- 
reting him or them to caufe writs to be iffued, by the clerk of the erown in 
Ireland, to every temporal peer of Ireland, who thall have fat and voted in 
the Houfe of Lords of Ireland before the Union, or whofe right to fit and 
vote therein, or to vote at fueh elections, thall, on claim made on his behalf, 
have been admitted by the Houfe of Lords of Ireland before the Union, or 
after the Union by the Houfe of Lords of the united kingdom; and notice 
fhall forthwith be publithed by the faid elerk of the erown, in the London and 
Dublin gazettes, of the iffuing of fueh writs, and of the names and titles of all 
the peers to whom the fame are directed; and to the faid writs there fhall be 
annexed a form of return thereof, in which a blank fhall be left for the name 
of the peer to be elected, and the faid writs {hall enjoin eaeh peer, within fifty- 
two days from the tefte of the writ, to return the fame into the erown office of 
Ireland with the blank filled up, by inferting the name of the peer for whom 
he fhall vote, as the peer to fucceed to the vaeaney made by demife or for- 
feiture as aforefaid; and the faid writs and returns fhall be bipartite, fo as that 
the name of the peer to be ehofen fhall be written twiee, that is, once on eaeh 
part of fuch writ and return, and fo as that eaeh part may alfo be fubferibed 
by the peer to whom the fame fhall be direéted, and likewife be fealed with his 
feal of arms; and one part of the faid wnts and returns fo filled up, fub- 
fcribed and fealed as above, fhall remain of reeord in the crown oftiee of Ire- 
land, and the other part fhall be eertified by the clerk of the erown to the 
clerk of the parliament of the united kingdom; and no peer of Ireland, 
except fueh as fhall have been eleéted as reprefentative peers on the part of 
Ireland in the Houfe of Lords of the united kingdom, and {hall there have 
taken the oaths, and figned the declaration preferibed by law, fhall, under 
pain of fuffering fueh punifhment as the Houfe of Lords of the united king- 
dom may award and adjudge, make a return to fueh writ, unlefs he fhall, after 
the iffuing thereof, and before the day on which the wnt is returnable, have 
taken the oaths and figned the declaration which are or fhall be by law re- 
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quired to be taken and figned by the lords of the united kingdom, before 
they can fit and vote in the parliament thereof; which oaths and declaration 
fhall be either taken and fubferibed in the court of chancery of Ireland, or 
before one of his majefty’s juftices of the peace of that part of the united 
kingdom called Ireland, a certificate whereof, figned by fuch juftices of the 
peace, or by the regitter of the faid court of chancery, fhall be tranfmitted by 
fuch peer with the return, and fhall be annexed to that part thereof remaining 
of record in the crown office of Ireland; and the clerk of the crown fhall 
forthwith after the return day of the writs, caufe to be publifhed in the 
London and Dublin Gazettes, a notice of the name of the perfon chofen by 
the majority of votes; and the peer fo chofen fhall during his life, be one of 
the peers to fit and vote on the part of Ireland in the Houfe of Lords of the 
united kingdom; and in cafe the votes fhall be equal, the names of fuch per- 
fons who have an equal number of votes in their favor, fhall be written on 
pieces of paper of a fimilar form, and fhall be put into a glafs by the clerk of 
the parliament of the united kingdom, at the table of the Houfe of Lords, 
‘whilft the Houfe is fitting, and the peer whofe name thall be firft drawn out by 
the clerk of the parliament fhall be deemed the peer eleéted. And be it 
enacted, that in cafe any lord fpiritual, being a temporal peer of the united 
kingdom, or being a temporal peer of that part of the united kingdom called 
Ireland, fhall be chofen by the lords temporal to be one of the reprefentatives 
of the lords temporal, in every fuch cafe, during the life-of fuch {piritual peer 
being a temporal peer of the united kingdom, or being a temporal peer of 
that part of the united kingdom called Ireland, fo chofen to reprefent the 
lords temporal, the rotation of reprefentation of the {piritual lords fhall proceed 
to the next fpiritual lord, without regard to fuch {pinitual lord fo chofen a 
temporal peer, that is to fay, if fuch fpiritual lord fhall be an archbifhop, then 
the rotation fhall proceed to the archbithop whofe fee is next in rotation, and 
if fuch fpiritual lord fhall be a fuffragan bifhop, then the rotation fhall pro- 
ceed to the fuftragan bifhop whofe fee is next in rotation. And whereas by 
the faid fourth article of Union it is agreed, that, if his majefty fhall, on or 
before the firft day of January next, declare, under the great feal of Great 
Britain, that it is expedient that the lords and commons of the prefent par- 
liament of Great Britain fhould be the members of the refpective houfes of the 
firft parliament of the united kingdom on the part of Great Britain, then the 
lords and commons of the prefent parliament of Great Britain fhall ac- 
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eordingly be the members of the refpe@live houfes of the firft parliament of 
the united kingdom on the part of Great Britain; be it enaéted, for and in 
that cafe only, that the prefent members of the thirty-two counties of Ire- 
land, and the two members for the city of Dublin, and the two members for 
the city of Cork, fhall be, and they are hereby declared to be, by virtue of this 
act, members for the faid counties and cities in the firft parliament of the 
united kingdom; and that, on a day and hour to be appointed by his ma- 
jefty under the great feal of Ireland, previous to tlie firft day of January one 
thoufand eight hundred and one, the members then ferving for the college of 
the Holy Trinity of Dublin, and for each of the following cities or boroughs, 
that is to fay, the city of Waterford, city of Limerick, borough of Beltaft, 
county and town of Drogheda, county and town of Carrickfergus, borough 
of Newry, city of Kilkenny, city of Londonderry, town of Galway, borough 
of Clonmell, town of Wexford, town of Youghall, town of Bandon-Bridge, 
borough of Armagh, borough of Dundalk, town of Kinfale, borough of 
Lifburne, borough of Shgo, borough of Catherlough, borough of Ennis, bo- 
rough of Dungarvon, borough of Downpatrick, borough of Coleraine, town 
of Mallow, borough of Athlone, town of New Rofs, borough of Tralee, city 
of Cafhel, borough of Dungannon, borough of Portarlington, and borough 
of Ennifkillen, or any five or more of them, fhall meet in the now ufual place 
of meeting of the Houfe of Commons of Ireland, and the names of the mem- 
bers then ferving for the faid places and boroughs, fhall be written on feparate 
pieces of paper, and the faid papers being folded up, fhall be placed in a glafs 
or glaffes, and fhall fucceffively be drawn thereout by the clerk of the crown, 
or his deputy, who fhall then and there attend for that purpote; and the firft 
drawn name of a member of each of the aforefaid places or boroughs fhall be 
taken as the name of the member to ferve for the faid place or borough in the 
firft parliament of the united kingdom; and a return of the faid names {hall 
be made by the clerk of the crown, or his deputy, to the Houfe of Commons 
of the firft parliament of the united kingdom; and a certificate thereof fhall 
be given refpectively by the faid clerk of the crown, or his deputy, to each of 
the members whofe names {hall have been fo drawn: Provided always, that 
it may be allowed to any member of any of the faid places or boroughs, by 
perfonal application, to be then and there made by him to the clerk of the 
crown, or his deputy, or by declaration in writing under his hand, to be tranf{- . 
mitted by him to the clerk of the crown previous to the faid day fo appointed 
as: 
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as above, to withdraw his name previous to the drawing of the names by lot; 
in which cafe, or in that of a vacancy by death or otherwife of one of the 
members of any of the faid places or boroughs, at the time of fo drawing the 
names, the name of the other member fhall be returned as aforefaid as the 
name of the member to ferve for fuch place in the firft parliament of the 
united kingdom; or if both members for any fuch place or borough {hall fo 
withdraw their names, or if there fhall be a vacancy of both members at the 
time aforefaid, the clerk of the crown fhall certify the fame to the Houfe of 
Commons of the firft parliament of the united kingdom, and fhall alfo exprefs, 
in fuch return, whether any writ fhall then have iffued for the election of a 
member or members to fupply fuch vacancy ; and if a writ fhall fo have iffued 
for the election of one member only, fuch writ fhall be fuperfeded, and any 
election to be thereafter made thereupon fhall be null and of no effeét; and if 
fuch writ fhall have iffued for the election of two members, the faid two mem- 
bers fhall be chofen accordingly, and their names being returned by the clerk 
of the crown to the Houfe of Commons of the parliament of the united 
kingdom, one of the faid names fhall then be drawn, by lot, in fuch manner 
and time as the faid Houfe of Commons fhall direét; and the perfon whofe 
name fhall be fo drawn, fhall be deemed to be the inember to fit for fuch place 
in the firft parliament of the united kingdom; but if, at the time aforefaid, 
no writ fhall have iffued to fupply fuch vacancy, none fhall thereafter iffue 
until the fame be ordered by refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the par- 
liament of the united kingdom, as in the cafe of any other vacancy of a feat 
in the Houfe of Commons of the parliament of the united kingdom. And 
be it enaéted, that whenever his majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, fhall, by 
proclamation under the great feal of the united kingdom, fummon a new 
parliament of the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, the chan- 
cellor, keeper, or commiffioners of the great feal of Ireland, fhall caufe writs 
to be iffued to the feveral counties, cities, the college of the Holy Trinity of 
Dublin, and boroughs in that part of the united kingdom called Ireland, fpe- 
cified in this act, for the eleétion of members to ferve in the parliament of the 
united kingdom, according to the numbers herein-before fet forth; and 
whenever any vacancy of a feat in the Houfe of Commons or the parliament 
of the united kingdom, for any of the faid counties, cities, or boroughs, or 
for the faid college of the Holy Trinity of Dublin, fhall arife, by death or 
otherwife, the chancellor, keeper, or commiffioners of the great feal, upon 
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fuch vacancy being certified by them refpectively, by the proper warrant, 
fhall forthwith caufe a writ to iffue for the eleétion of a perfon to fill up fuch 
vacancy; and fuch wit, and the returns thereon, refpectively being returned 
into the crown office in that part of the united kingdom called Ireland, fhall 
from thence be tranfmitted to the crown office in that part of the united 
kingdom called England, and be certified to the Houfe of Commons in 
the fame manner as the like returns have been ufually or fhall hereafter be 
certified; and copies of the faid writs and returns, attefted by the chancellor, 
keeper or commiflioners of the great feal of Ireland for the time being, fhall 
be preferved in the crown office of Ireland, and fhall be evidence of fuch writs 
and returns, in cafe the original writs and returns fhall be loft; be it enacted, 
that the faid aét, fo herein recited, be taken as a part of this aét, and be 
deemed to all intents and purpofes incorporated within the fame. 

III. And be it enaéted, that the great feal of Ireland may, if his majefty 
fhall fo think fit, after the Union, be ufed in like manner as before the Union, 
except where it is otherwife provided by the foregoing articles, within that 
part of the united kingdom called Ireland; and that his majefty may, fo 
long as he fhall think fit, continue the privy council of Ireland to be his privy 
council for that part of the united kingdom called Ireland. 


No. CXXIV. 


Second Proclamation on the Union. (Page 1067.) 


GEORGE R. 
WHEREAS, by the firft article of the articles of Union of 
the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, as the fame have been ratified 
and confirmed by two aéts of parliament, the one made in our parliament of 
Great Britain, and the other in our parliament of Ireland, it was provided, 
that the enfigns, armorial flags, and banners of our united kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, fhould be fuch as we fhould appoint by our royal 
proclamation under the great feal of our faid united kingdom; and whereas 
we have by our royal proclamation, dated this day, appointed and declared, 
that the arms or enfigns armorial of the faid united kingdom fhould be as 

| therein 
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therein expreffed, and whereas, according to ancient ufage, the enfiens, flags, 
jacks, and pendants, worn by our fhips, and appointed as a diftinétion for 
the fame, ought not to be worn on board any {hip or vefiel belonging to any 
of our fubjeéts, fo that our fhips and thofe of our fubjeéts may be eafily dif- 
tinguifhed and known: We have therefore thought fit, by and with the 
advife of our privy council, to order and appoint the enfigns, defcribed on the 
fide or margin hereof, to be worn on board all {hips or veffels belonging to 
any of our fubjeéts whatfoever; and to iffue this our royal proclamation to 
notify the fame to all our loving fubjects, hereby firiétly charging and com- 
manding the mafters of all merchant thips and veffels belonging to any of our 
fubjeéts, whether employed in our fervice or otherwife, and all other perfons 
whom it may concern, to wear the {aid enfign on board their fhips or veffels. 
And to the end that none of our fubje€ts may prefume, on board their fhips, 
to wear our flags, jacks, and pendants, which, according to ancient ufage 
have been appointed as a diftinétion to our fhips; or any flags, jacks, or pen 
dants, in fhape and mixture of colours fo far refembling ours as not to be eafily 
diftinguithed therefrom: We-do with the advice of our privy counfel, hereby 
ftrily charge and command all our fubjeéts whatfoever, that they do not 
prefume to wear, in any of their fhips or veifels, our jack commonly called the 
union jack, nor any pendants, nor any fuch colours as are ufually borne by 
our fhips, without particular warrant for their fo doing from us, or our high 
admiral of Great Britain, or the commiffioners for executing the office of 
high admiral for the time being: And we do hereby alfo further command 
all our loving fubjeéts, that, without fuch warrant as aforefaid, they prefume 
not to wear on-board their thips or veffels any flags, jacks, pendants, or co- 
lours, made in imitation of or refembling ours, or any kind of pendant what- 
foever, or any other enfign than the enfign detcribed on thie fide or margin 
hereof, which fhall be worn inftead of the enfign before this time ufually worn 
in merchant flips; faving, that for the better diftinétion of fuch fhips as fhall 
have commiffions of letters of marque or reprifals againft the enemy, and any 
other fhips or vetfels which may be employed by the principal officers and 
commiflioners of our navy, the principal officers of our ordnance, the com 
miffioners for viétualling our navy, the commiffioners of our cuftoms and 
excife, and the commiffioners for tranfportation for our fervice, relating par- 
ticularly to thofe offiecrs, our royal will and pleafure is; that all fuch fhips as 
have commiffions or letters of marque or reprifals fhall,-befides the colours or 
enfign 
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enfign hereby appointed to be worn by merchant ihips, wear a red jack with 
a union jack, defcribed in a canton at the upper corner thereof next tlic ftaff; 
and that fuch flips and vefiels as fhall be emploved for our fervice by the 
principal offieers and commiffioners of our navy, the principal officers of our 
ordnance, the commiffioners for viétualling our navy, the eonmiffioners for 
our cuftoms and exeife, and tle commiflioners for tranfportation for our 
fervice, relating particularly to thofe officers, fhall wear a red jaek, with a 
union jack in a eanton at the upper corner thereof, next the ftaff as aforefaid, 
and in the other part of the faid jack thall be deteribed the feal ufed in fuch 
of the refpective offices aforefaid, by which the faid thips and vetiels fhall be 
employed. And we do ftriétly charge and eommand, that none of our loving 
fubjeéts do prefume to wear any of the faid diftinction jacks, unlefs they ihall 
have commiflions of letters of marque or reprifals, or be employed in our fer- 
viee by any of the before-mentioned officers. And we hereby require our 
high admiral, and eommiffioners for executing the office of high admiral, the 
governors of our forts and cattles, the officers of our cuftoms, and the com- 
manders or officers of any of our fhips for the timc being, upon their meeting 
with, or otherwife obferving any flips or vetfels belonging to any of our fub- 
jecis, neglecting to wear the enfign hereby appointed to be borne as aforefaid, 
or wearing any flag, pendant, jack, or enfign, contrary hercunto, whether at 
fea or in port, not only to feize, or caufe to be forthwith feized, fuch flag, pen- 
dant, jack, or enfign, worn contrary to our royal will and pleafurc herein 
exprefied, but alfo to return the names of fueh fhips and vetiels negleéting to 
wear the enfign hereby appointed, or wearing any flag, pendant, jack, or 
enfign, contrary hereunto, together with the names of their refpective matters 
or commanders, unto our high admiral, or cominiflioners for executing tlie 
office of high admiral, or the judge of our high court of admiralty for the time 
being, to the end that all perfons offending may be duly punithed for the fanie. 
-And we do hereby command and enjoin the judge and judges of our high 
eourt of admiralty for the time being, that they make firiét inquiry con- 
cerning all fuch offenders, and eaufe them to be duly punifhed: And all vice 
admirals and judges of the viee admiralties are hereby alfo required to pro- 
ceed in like manner within the fevcral ports and places belonging to their 
refpective precinéts. And our further pleafure is, that this proclamation fhall 
take place according to the times hereafter mentioned ; viz. for all thips in 
the Channel or Britiih Seas, and in the North Seas, after twelve days from the 
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date of thefe prefents, and from the mouth of the Channel unto Cape Saini 
Vincent, after fix weeks from the date of thefe prefents; and beyond the 
Cape, and on this fide the Equinoxial Line, as well in the Ocean and Me- 
diterranean as elfewhere, after ten weeks from the date of thefe prefents; and 
beyond the Line, after the {pace of eight months from the date of thefe 
prefents. 

Given at our court at St. James’s, the firft day of January, one thoufand 
eight hundred and one, in the forty-firft year of our reign. 


GOD SAVE THE KING! 


FINIS. 


C. Roworth, Printer, 
Bell Yard, Fleet Street. 
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A. 
ABERCROMBIE, Gen. difapproves of burning 
houfes and free quarters, 860. 

Achefon, Hon. Major, againft Union, 848. 
Addington, Right Hon. Mr. fpeech in favor of 
Union, 909 to 912. 

Addrefs voted by the commons to the lord-lieute- 
nant, approving vigorous meafures, 691. 
Of the Britifh peers to the king, that they 
will confiderthe Union, 817. 
Ditto of the commons on ditto, 2b. 
Of Galway for Union, 919. 
Of both houfes of Britifh parliament for 
Union, 947-8. 
Of beth houfes of Irith parliament, with 
the artieles of union, 1045. 
Aggregate meeting, vide Dublin. 
Amnefly, act of, propofed and paffed, 774. 
Antrim, taken by rebels, abandoned, 768. 
Anti-Unionifis, their joy in Ireland on defeat of 
minifters, and honors paid to 
Mr. Fofter, 914. and Appendix 
No. CXVII,. 
Catholic of Dublin, their meeting 
and refolutions, 980-1-¢-3. 
Triumvirate Marquis Downhhire, 
Earl Charlemont, and Mr. B. 
Ponfonby, 978, 1033. 
aArchdall, Colonel, againft Union. 
Mr. R. for difcuffing queftion of Union, 
848, 


Arklow, garrifon of, treat brutally the inhabitants 
of Gorey, 725. 
Battle of, 787-—8-9. 
Army more favage in fome inftances than the 
rebels, 704-5, 708 
Savage in their retreat from Wexford, 
725, 764. 
Difgraceful retreat of, at Caftlebar, 794 
Number on the Britith eftablifhment fery- 
ing in Ireland in 1799, 921. 
Articles of Union, 1043, and Appendix CXIX. 
Attainder, a& of, of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, 
Mr. C. Grogan, and B. B. Harvey, 
condemned by many, 784 
Attorney General for Union, 989. 
Oppofition motion for diffolue 
lution, 1042. 
duckland, Lord, for Union, 936-7. 


Be 
Babes of the Wood of Killaugram, who, 781 
Bagwell, Colonel, for Union, 848. 
Expofes the infamy of Judkin Fitzgee 
rald, 957-8. 
Sides with the landed property againft. 
Union, 1002. 
Ball, Mr. againft Union, 847. 
Baltinglafs, rebels defeated at, 704. 
Bankes, Mr. againft Union, 909, 1061. 
Bar, Meeting on the Union in December, 1798, 
820. 
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Bar, A majority of 134 againft it, 821. 
Barrington, (Jodge of the Admiralty) vehement 
againft Union, 834 to 837, 916, 
993. 
Bellamont, Lord, againft Union, 1044. 
Bevesford, Mr. J, C. againft Union, 846. 
Arraigns minifters for unfair ufe of pa- 
tronage, 972. 
Pledges after Union to fupport Catho- 
lic claims, 1021. 

Beresford Counfellor John, for Union, 859. 

Blaquicre, Sir John, for Union, 838, 891. 

Bloody Friday, why fo called, 764-5. 

Bolton, Lord, for Union, 1062. 

Borrington, Lord, for Union, 947. 

Boroughs, Mr. againft Union, 1021. 

Loroughs, recompence to proprietors of, oppofed 

by Metirs. Plunket and Goold, 1041 
Ditto by Meflrs. Saurin, J.C. Beres- 
ford, and Dawfon, 1067. 

Boyd, Captain of the Wexford cavalry, feizes 
Mefirs. Harvey, Colclough, and Fitzge- 
rald, and fends them on an embafly to 
Ennifcorthy, effects thereof, 720. 

His houfe plundered by the rebels, 724. 

Brown, Dr. againft Union, 847. 

For it upon maturer refle€tion, 991. 
Browu, Hon. Denis, for Union, 859. 
Mr. Ifaac Hawkins, for Union, though 
doubted the advantage of bringing 100 

Trifh into their houfe, 947. 
Burdett, Sir Francis, thought Mr. Pitt an impro- 
per minifter to carry an Union, 947. 

Buckinghaw, Marquis of, for Union, 978. 

Bufh, Mr. againit Union, 990. 

Byrne, Mr. Garret, obtained terms from General 
Moore, 778. 
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C. 


Camden, Lord, writes an official letter to the 
Duke of Portland in favor of yeomen, 
&c. 704. 
Admits that rigor accelerated rebellion, 
932. 
For Union, on account of the vicious 
government in Ireland, 2b. 1062. 
Canning, Mr. anfwers Mr. Sheridan, and fupports 
Union, 882-3—4. 
Carlific, Earl of, for Union, 936. 
Carlow, defeat of the rebels at, 695-6. 
Carnew, defeat of the rebels near it by 200 yco- 
men, 718. 
Attempted by rebels, who fail, 772. | 
Carlton, Lord, tor Union, 1033. 
Carnaerton, Earl of, againft Irith peers fitting in | 
the Commons, 1062. i 
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Cafhell, Archbithop of, for Union, 1033. 

Cafile Comer taken by rebels and burnt, 771. 

Cajfilercagh, Lord, oppofes Colonel Maxwell’s mo- 
tion for maffacring the prifoners, 
692. 

Delivers a meflage from his excel- 
Jency about indemnifying loyalifts, 
&c. 782-3, 

Lays before the commons papers for 
a fecret committee, 783. 

Gives notice of a future motion on 
Union, 829.. 

Alleges his reafons for Union,840-1-2. 

Speech in reply to Sir Laurence Par- 
fons, 855-6-7—8. 

Charged with having uttered feveral 
abufive things of the profeflion and 
country gentlemen : petty-fogging, 
Round Robbins, and Cabals, 862-3. 

Propofes a month’s adjournment, 915. 

Never will bring forward the quef- 
tion of Union whilff it is not the 
fenfe of the country, 917. 

Shews the neceflity of the InfurreCtion 
bill, 959. 

Oppofes the Regency bill, 961. ° 

Arraigned of partiality in granting 
and refufing the Efcheatorfhip ot 
Munfter for corrupt purpofes, 968. 

Oppofes Sir Laurence Parfons’ amend- 
ment, 987. 

Communicates the addrefs of the Bri- 
tith parliament, and opens the plan 
of Union, 1004 to 1020. 

His motion carried by 158 againft 
115, 1024. 

Propofes compenfation to borough 
proprietors, 1041. 

Cenfures Mr. Grattan for inflamma- 
tory language, 1065-6. 

Catholics prefent addretfes to the lord lieutenant, 
700, and Appendix CX. 

Detfpoiled by the rebels as well as 
Proteftants, 709. 

Chapels deftroyed by troops, *726, 
and Appendix CXII. 

A double number of them killed for 
any Protettants killed by Holt and 
Hacket, 782. 

Their emancipation pledged for by 
Mr. Pitt and Lord Cornwallis, 
944-5. 

Difpofed rather to Union, becaufe the 
Orangemen, thcir enemies, were 
againit it, 979. 

Their motives, for generally fupport- 
ing it, 980. 

Catholics 
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Catholics, the oppofition to the Union by the 
Catholics of Dublin, caufes fome 
difunion in the body, 981. 
Lord Holland’s motion for a claufe for 
emancipating the Catholics, nega- 
tived, 1060. 
Clarc, Earl of, heads the Unionifts, 820. 
Speech in favor of Union, 10th February, 
1800, 1025 to 1032. 
Said to have repented of the Union on his 
death bed, 1032. 
Cacendifh, Sir Henry, for Union, 848, 916, 
Complains of perfonal outrage from 
mob, 918. 
Propofes to remove parliament to Cork, 


gis. 
Caulfield, Dr. Catholic bifhop at Wexford, jufti- 
fied by government, 744. 
His account of the bloody fcenes at 
Wextord, 7+9-50-1. 
His defence againft Sir Richard Muf- 
grave, 750 to 760. 
Supported by affidavits, ib. and Appen- 
dix, No. CXV, 
Charlemont, his cxertions to oppofc Union, 978. 
Ayvows them in Dublin Evening Poft, 
1032, 
Clunc, rebels repulfed at, 697. 
Clements, Lord, againft Union, 831. 
Coercion, Lord Cornwallis againft it, 806. 
Mr. Ogle for its continuance, 807. 
Colc, Lord, againft Union, 847. 
Colonel, ordered to Corfu, and refufed the 
E(cheatorthip of Munfter becaufe againft 
the Union, 968. 
Conolly Mr. for the Union, 830. 
Cork, violent conteft there about Union, 920. 
Coote, Mr, for difcufling the quefiion of Union, 
846. 
Corry, Lord, againft Union, 847. 
Moves an addrcfs againft it in nature ofa 
proteft, 1066, and App. No. CXX. 
Corrn, Mr. for the Union, 845, 87+. 
Replies to Mr. Grattan, 998. 
Cenfures and challenges Mr. Grattan, and 
is wounded, 1035. 
Colclough, Mr. feized by Captain Boyd, and fent 
to Ennifcorthy, 720. 
Returns and gives account of his em- 
baffy, 221. 
Permitted to go to his family, and 
returns to prifon, ib. 
Taken by order of General Lake, 766, 
Executed, 767. 
arrives on the 20th of June, 
changes the tyftem, 705, 773. 
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Cornwallis Tfues a proclamation to encourage 
furrenders, 773, 806. 
Happy etleéts of his moderation, 784, 
806, 97+. 
Marches with great caution to meet 
Humbert, 798. 
Speech to parliament, 808-9. 
Incurs the odium of Orangemen, by 
difgracing Lord Ennitkillen, 806 to 
813. 
Recommends Union in a fpeech from 
the throne, 825. 
Promotes Union out of parliament, 
919. 
Canvatiles fuccefsfully for Union, 922. 
His pledge to the Catholics for pro- 
curing them emancipation, 945. 
Speech from the throne on proroga- 
tion of parliament, 974-5-6. 
Advances Union by his progrefs 
through the kingdom, 978. 
Mentions not Union in his fpeech 
from the throne, 984. 
Laft fpeech to the Irifh parliament, 
1068-9. 
Crofbie, Sir Edward, condemned and executed, 
though generally fuppofed innocent, 
696. . 
Crovkfhankes, Mr. againft Union, 833. 
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Darnley, Ear\, for fafpending Union, 982, 
Daly, Mr. George, for Union, 834. 
Mr. Denis, againft Union, 846. 
Daijfon, Mr. againtt Union, 848. 
His amendment of the Infurre@tion bill 
negatived, 939. 
Arraigns the minifter of partiality, 968. 
Devercur, Mr. Walter, found guilty from dire& 
; perjury, 788. 
Dillon, Lord, againft Union, 1033. 
Dixon, a rebel eaptain at Wexford, 741. 
His chara&er and condu&, 741-2. 
Executes fummary jufticc on one Murphy, 
through whofe evidence the Rev. Mr. 
Dixon had been condemned, and fent to 
Botany bay, 744. 
Difobeys the orders of the general, and 
prepares his wretched miicreants for 
general maffacre, 749. 
Thwarted by Mr. E. Hay, and others, 7b. 
His favage mode of fammary trial, ib. 
Dobbs, Mr. M. P. intermediates for propofals for 
faving the lives of Meftrs.O. Bond, 
Byrne, &c. 778. 
Againft Union, 838-9, 860, 1021. 
Dobbs, 


1063. 
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Dobbs, commended by Lord Lanfdown, 931. 
Donoughmore tor Union, as tending to infure Ca- 
tholic conceflions, 1033. 
Douglas, Mr. Sylvefter, for Union, 908-9. 
Downfhire, Marquis of, his efforts to oppofe 
Union, 978. 
Difplaced and difgraced, 970. 
Avows his exertions againft Union 
not by money, 1032-3. 
Oppofes Union in the Britifh Lords, 
1063, 
Doyle v. Fitzgerald, cafe of, 816-17. 
Dublin, proclaimed on 23 May, 686. 
Quiet by the vigilance of government, 
092, 703-4. 
All mafters deferted by their fervants, &c. 
ib. 
Adverfe to union, 821, 863. 
Catholics of, oppofe union, 980-1. 
Proceedings of the aggregate meeting 
againft union, 990, 1000. 
Evening Poft calls the minifter, &c. cor- 
rupt, 919. 
Duigenan, Dr. in favor of union, 1023. 
Dunlavin, rebels defeated at, 704. ) 
Dundas, Lieut. General, accepted furrender of 
Perkins at the Curragh, 705-5. 
Right Hon. Mr. introduces queftion of 
union into the Houfe of Commons, 
875. 
For union, 903, 1047. 


E. 


Fidgworth, Mr. againft Union, 846, 1021-2. 

Egan, Mr. againft Union, 874, 9938. 

Elliott, Mr. his humane conduét prevents his te- 

nants from joining in rebellion, 696. 
fnnifcorthy taken by rebels, and the garrifon falls 
back upon Wexford, 719. 
Emmett, Mr. examination before the fecret com- | 
mittee, advertifement and affidavit | 
about it, 805 to 806, 

Ennifiallen, Earl of, difqualified to fit on any fu- 
ture court-martial for his condu& 
on the trialof Wollaghan, 809 to 
81S. 

Efcheatorfhip, the intent and proper ufe of, 970. 

Efmond, Dr. his infamous conduét, 697-8-09. 


a 


FE. 


Falkener, Mr. Frederick, againft union, commends 
Lord Camden's, and cenfures Lord 
Cornwallis’s adminiftration, 830. 

Farnham, Lord, againft Union, 1043. 


EX. 


Fawcett, General, lofes part of his men going to 


the relief of Wexford, and retreats, 
moo 
Fife, Earl of, againft Irifh peers fitting in the 
commons, 1062. 
Fitzgerald, Lord Edward, a& for his attainder, 


784+. 
Fitzgerald, Mr. of Newpark, feized by Captain 

Boyd, fent to Ennifcorthy, and de- 
tained by rebels, 721. 

Obtains terms from Gen. Moore, 778. 

Major, invefted with extraordinary 
powers to forward a fyftem of con- 
ciliation, 784-5. 

Vouches for the truth of Hay’s hiftory, 


787. 
Fitzgerald, Judkin, (the flogging fheriff of Tip- 
perary), his conduét to Doyle, and 
acquitted by an Orange jury, 816-7. 
His petition for indemnification pre- 
fented to the commons by Lord 
Matthew, referred to a committee, 
then dropped, 950 to 958. 
His inhumanity defended, 76. 
Rewarded with a penfion, 958. 


Aitzgcrald, Prime ferjeant difmitled for oppofing 


the Union, 820. 
Speech againft Union, 831-2, 988. 
Brings in the Regency bill, 960. 
Colonel, (member for Cofk) for Uni- 
ODS 
(Knight of Kerry) for Union, 832. 
Fitzwilliam, Earl, againft Union, becaufe not 
agreeable to the [rifh, for Catholic 
emancipation, and juftifies his 
own conduét, 928-9. 
Againfi the Union, 1062. 
Fojficr, Right Hon. Mr. heads the Anti-Unionifts, 
820. 
His firft fpeech againft Union being on the 
Regency bill, 962 to 966. 
Speech againft the plan of Union, 1037-8. 
French, Mr. againft Union, 834. 
French, weaknefs of government prevents their in- 
vading Ireland, 788. 
They land under Humbert in Killala bay, 
789. 
Commit no a& of plunder, 790. 
Paid for what they had in drafts on the 
future Dire€tory, 190. 
Deliver clothing, arms, &c. to natives, 
791. 


Freke, Sir John, againft Union, 840, 916. 


G, 


Glendorc for Union, 1033. 
Gleutworth for Union, 1088. 
Gordon, 


ro Dek 


X. 


Gordon, Rev, Mr. his hiftory and his candor, 720. | IHacketfown, rebels defeated at, 702. 


His reafoning on the Catholic priefts not 
having fooner {topped the matfacre, 
761. 
Gorey, inhabitants of, retire to Arklow, where 
they are brutally treated by the army, 
&c. 725. 
Rebels quit that neighbourhood. 
Gosforde, Vifcount, commands at Naas, pre- 
pared for the rebels, 687. 
His condu& towards Efmond, 699. 
Grogan, Mr. Cornelius, taken, 766. 
Executed, though fuppofed innocent, 
767. 
A& for his attainder, 784. 
Government publith unfaithful accounts, 708-9. 
Grant, Mr. for Union, 905. 
Granard, infurre€tion there, 796. 
Quelled by Captain Cottingham, ib, 
Grattan, Henry, his opinion about coercion, 807. 
Entry into the houfe, and fpeech againft 
Union, 993 togg8. 
Grattan, returns to the favor of the inhabitants of 
Dublin, 1000-1. 
His anfwer to their addrefs, 7b. 
Speaks ftrongly againft Union, 1022-2. 
Replies to and goes out on a challenge to 
fight Mr. Corry, 1035. 
Supports Sir John Parnell’s motion for 
diffolution, 1042. 
Propofes to put off Union bill to 1 Aug. 
1065. 
Spoke ftrongly againft it, 7b. 
Rejoins fharply to L. Caftlereagh, 1066. 
Grenville, Lord, introduces the queftion of Union 
to the lords, 875. 
Speech on introducing the refolutions, 
19 March, 923 to 926. 
Contradi&ts Lord Fitzwilliam, 929. 
Supports the Union, 1045-6. 
For poftponing the Catholic queftion, 
1060. 
Griffiths, Capt. commands at Clane and marches 
to Naas, is informed of Efmond’s trea- 
fon, 607. 
Grey, Mr. againft Union, 902. 
Strongly againft the principles, the mea- 
fure, and means of carrying Union, 1052 
to 1056. 

Moves for an addrefs to his majefty to dire@ 
his minifters to fufpend all proccedings 
on Union till the will of Ireland be 

._ known, 1056. 


Et. 


Hacket, outfianding rebel, 781. 
Killed near Atklow, 782. 


Hamilton, Mr. Hans, againft Union, 840. 
Hardy, Major, lis imprudent condu&, 737. 
Mr. againft Union, 844-5, 990. 
Harvey, Mr. Bagnal, feifed by Captain Boyd and 
imprifoned, 720. 
Conceals himfelf in the chininey f :r fear 
of affaffination by the yeomen, 722. 
Ele&ted and appointed commander in 
chief, 729. 
Form of his appointment 1ft June, 1798, 
ib. 
Summons the town of New Rofs, 730. 
His flag of truce killed by a centinel, 730. 
Refigns in difguft, 734. 
His laft orders humane, ib. 
Is fucceeded by Father Roche, 735. 
Taken by orders of General Lake, 766. 
Executed, 767. 
A&t for his attainder, 784. 
Hawkefobury, Lord, fupports Union, 900. 
Hay, Mr. Edward, his letter to Mr. Gordon, 742. 
and Appendix, CXIII. 
Writes hiftory of infurrection of Wexford, 
never had a command with the rebels, 
= Ae 
His account of the maffacre at Wexford, 
795. 
Obnoxious tothe Wexford inquifition, 775-6. 
Hobart, Lord, for Union on account of the im- 
perfe& conftitution of Irifh parliament, 
938. 
Hobhoufe, Mr. againft Union, 909. 
Holland, Lord, againft Union, 936, 1046, 106s. 
Moves for a claufe for emancipating Ca- 
tholics, 1059. 
ITolmes, Mr. for Union, 847. 
Seconds Lord Matthew’s prefentation of 
Mr. Judkin Fitzgerald's petition, 953. 
Hompefch, Ferdinand, his dragoons difgraceful 
atrocities, 764. 
Houfe of Commons, Britith, carry quefticn of 
Union, 149 againft 15, 901. 
Eight refolutions pafs in committee, 906. 
In committee on articles of Union, 1049. 
Houfe of Commons, Irifh, meet 24 May, 691. 
Vote an addrefs to lord lieutenant, 76. 
Fir® debate on Union lafted 22 hours and 
the minifter carried it by one voice, $27 
to 832. 
Union rejeétcd by a majority of 5, 875. 
Lift of divifion, Appendix CXVI. 
Majority of 42 for Union, 15 Jan. 1800, 
999. 
Divifion on Lord Caftlereagh’s motion on 
15 Feb. 1800, 158 againit 115, 1024. 
In committee on the Unicn bill, 1034. 
Loufe,, 
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Houfe of Commons, fend a meflage to the lords, 
that they had approved the_articles of 
Union, 1045S. 
Bill for regulating the reprefentation of it 
in the imperial parliament, 1063-4, 
Carried by a majority of 55, 1064. 
Lift of voters for and againft the Union, 
1067, Appendix, CXXIJ. 
Writs itfued with a view to parliamentary 
arrangements, 7b. 
Iolt, outftanding rebel, 781. 
Surrenders to Lord Powerfcourt, 782. 
ITwnbert, makes the bifhop’s palace his head- 
quarters, 790. e 
Marches to Ballina, thence to Caftlebar, 
with 800 French and about 1500 re- 
bels, 790. 
Defeats 6000 of our troops at Caftlebar, 
791. 
Joined by many Irifli peafants, 793. 
Checked by Col. Vereker with 200 men, 
7O4. 
Surrenders at Ballynamuck, 8th Septem- 
ber, 792: 
Iunter, General, reconciles by a fyftem of mode- 
ration and juftice, 768. 
Excellent fpecch on the Union, 1035-6-7. 
Hutchinfon, Mr. F. for Union, particularly as the 
fureft way of emancipating Catho- 
lics, 972. 
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Jrijh, call the Englifh Sefonah, and know them 
only as enemies, 701-2. 
Jackjon, the Narrator of the Wexford cruelties, 
turns informer to Dixon, 749. 
Infrreion bill, oppofed by many on account of 
too large powers thereby vefted in 
the lord lieutenant for the time be- 
Ing, 958-9. 
Johnfon, General defends New Rofs againft rebels, 
730-1. 
Mr. Wm. for Union, 1089. 
Johnfione, Mr. in Britith parliament for Union, 
1036. 
Jones, Mr. oppotes Union, 918, 1047-8. 
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Kelly, wounded at Rofs, was executed at Wex- 
ford with unutuel atrocity, 707-8. 
Kenmare, Vifcount (now Earl) for the Union, 
lool, 
Keng, chofen governor of Wexford, 740. 
lis origin aud character, ib. | 
Tiied and executed, 26 June, 1798, 767. | 
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Killala, French land there, 789. 
Left in the hands of the rebels long after 
Humbert furrendered, 796. 
The bithop’s account of our regaining the 
town, and the French condu& therein, 
797 to 801. 
Kildare, Curragh of, the difarmed rebcls maffa- 
cred by General Duff. 
Kilcullen Bridge, rebels defeated at, 702. 
Kilwarden, Lord, for Union, 1033. 
King, Colonel, againft Union, 842. 
King, v. White & Goring, Cafe of, 815-6. 
Sends a mefflage to both houfes of the 
Britifh parliament about Union, 875. 
Speech to both houfes of Britifh parlia- 
ment relative to the Union with Ire- 
land, 977. 
Ditto on pafling the act of Union, 29th 
July, 1800, 1067. 
Speech to parliament 31ft December, 
1800, 1071-2. 
Lord, againft Union, 1063. 
Kinnoul, Earl of, for Union, 947. 
Kingsborough, (now Earl of Kingfton) taken pri- 
foner, 746. 
His undertaking for the fafety of 
the inhabitants of Wexford dif- 
regarded, 762-766. 
Knor, Mr. againft Union, 839. 
Hon. Geo. againft Union, 851. 
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Lake, General, continues the old fyftiem, 766. 
Difcontinued on his recal, 28th June, 1798. 
768. 
Difgraceful condué of his army at Caftlcbar, 
791. 
Lanfdown, Marquis, high opinion of Lord Corn- 
wallis, 922. 
Speech for Union and Catholic eman- 
cipation, 929 to 932-1059. 
Lairenec, Dr. againft difcufing the Union, 900- 
goy. 
Againtt the meafure, 1056. 
Lee, Mr. for Union, 833. 
Le Llunte, Mr. imprifoned through the malice of 
Mrs. Dixon and wounded, 742. 
Preferved by Mr. Edward Hay and Mr. 
Carty, two Catholic gentlemen, 742. 
Landaff, Bithop of, fpeech for Union, 937 to 940. 
Langrifhe, Sir Hercules, oppotes the bill brought 
i for preventing any one that had 
taken the oath ot United IJrithmen 
from fitting in or voting for members 
of parliament, 919. 
Latouche, Mr. tor Union, 6&8. 
Feinfler, 
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Leinfer, Duke of, oppofes the Union, 1045. 
Protefts with other lords againft Union 
bill, 1066, and Appendix CXXI. 
Loftus, General, at Gorey, fails in his attack 
upon the rebels, lofes great part of his 
army and retires from Gorey, 728-9. 
For Union in Britifh parliament, 1056. 


Lords, Irith, difference between them and Scotch | 


peers, marked by Ld. Grenville, 1057-8. 
Warm debates about fuch Irifh peers as 
fhould fit in the commons, 1062. 
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JiNeven, Dr. cxamination, adv einen, afi- 
davit, &c. relative to his evidence 
Rerore fecret committee, 803 to 806. 

Af‘ Naghton, Mr. for Union, 834. 

Macarthy, Sir J. againft iiion: 993. 

Macomores, who and how quieted, 785-6. 

Mahon, Mr. for Union, 846. 

Martial, Courts, under Lord Ennifkillen, 806 to 

818. 
Incompetent to try Tone whilft court of 
King’s Bench was fitting, 814-5. 
AMail-Coaches, their ftoppage fignal for rebellion, 
687 -~ 

Mafon, Mr. Mowe for Union, 1040. 

Martin, Mr. for Union, 847-860. 

Difplays the virtues of Lord Cornwallis, 
973-4. 

Maffacre of prifoners at Wexford by Dixon, 748. 
Stopped by Father Corrin, 749-750. 

Afafey, Mr. for Union, 848. 

Maxwell, Colonel, moves the commons that all 

prifoners thould be inftantly executed, 
692. 
Oppofed by Lord Caftlcreagh, id. 
Againft Union, 834. 

Military executions without trial, 699. 
Excetfes, 754. 

Minto, Lord, fpeech for Union, 940 to 947. 

Mitford, Sir pichas for Union, 907-913. 

Moira, Earl, for not pafling Union till a change 
in the Irifh mind in its favor; {peech 
again{t coercion, 933-4—-5-6. 

Declares his objeGions to Union greatly 
removed by the votes of the Irifh par- 
liament, approves of the detail of the 
meafure, 1060. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur, ftrongly againft vale 849, 
§74, 878, 990. 

Severe on Mr. Coote, 7b. 

Moore, Mr. S. for Union, 348. 

Mloore, General, his humane conduét, 747, 763. 

Defeats the rebels at Goft’s Bridge, 754, 

Vou, II. 
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Mountnorris, Earl of, his condué to Rev. J. Red- 
mond, 776-7. é 
Vorris, Mr. Lodge, for Union, 851. 
Murphy, Father Je olin , how driven into rebellion, 
NB), 
Rallies his men and cuts to pieces a de- 
tachment of the North Cork militia, 
near Oulart, 718-9. 
They march to Camolin and fcize 800 
mufkets, 719. 
Pretends to oe invulnerable, 736. 
Father Michael, ditto, 7d. 
Killed at the head of his men, 739. 
Father Michael infulted, whipped and 
executed, 762-3. 
John at the head of 15000 Wexford 
rebels, 770. 
Muizrave, Lord, oppofes the claufe about the peers, 
1058. 
Mufgrave, Sir Richard, defends terrorifm and 
cruelty, 693~4-5. 
Some of his falfities detected, 708. 
Withes to criminate Catholic clergy at 
Wexford, 744. 
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Naas, attacked by the rebels, 688, 698, 708. 
Nation, ftate of, turbid though not rebellious, 977. 
Shocking piGture of it by Lord Clare fince 

the Union, 1029, 1030. 

General, conteft between Sir Richard 
Mufgrave and Mr. Gordon, about 
his condué at Arklow, 739, 754. 

Comes too late to his poft at Vinegar 
Hill, 754. 

His army confpicuous in devaftation, 
764. 

Neljon, feifed by Gregg keeper of Newgate, 687. 

Newcomen, Sir Geo. for difcuffing the queftion of 

Union, 848. 

Nicholl, Mr. for Union, 1056. 


Needham, 
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O'Bryen, Sir Edward, againft Union, 848. 
O’Connel, Counfellor, fpeech at the meeting of 
the Catholic Anti-unionifts of Dub- 
lin, 981-2. 

Mr. Arthur, the terms on which he 
and other rebels fubmitted to give 
evidence, 779. 

Charges Lord Cafilereagh a deviat- 
ing from his engagement, 779, 780, 

Signs adverti{ement cautioning public 
not to give credit to publifhed re- 
ports of fecret committee, 804-5. 

O’Connor, 


O'Connor, 
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O'Connor, his affidavit thereon, and account of | Parfons, Sir L. moves amendment for continuing 


the memoir given in, 80S to 306. 
Odell, Mr. for Union, 850. 
O'Donnell, Colonel, againft Union, 846. 
Mr. J. M. againft Union, 847. 
Attacks Mr. Cuffe for inconfiftency, 
861, 990. 
Ogle, Mr. for coercion, 807. 
Againft Union, 844, 988. 
O'Hara, Mr. againft Union, 832, 988. 
O’Nei/, Lord, killed at Antrim, 768. 
Orangemen of the North Cork introduce their 
fpirit into Wexford, 712. 
Their barbarous and outrageous cruelty, 
713-4. 
The real enemies of the United Irith- 
men, 771. 
Their hatred to Lord Cornwallis for his 
juftiee and moderation, 806 to 813. 
Encreafed in defpite of Lord Corn- 
wallis, 815-6-7. 
Warily abftain from the queftion of 
Union, 980 
Ofvorne, Mr. C, for Union, 844, 990. 
Mr. H. againft Union, 846. 
Oulart, poft occupied by rebels on Whit-Sunday, 
HN Gc \ 


Parliament of Great Britain, Union fubmitted to, 
Siion 
Affembles, 24 Sept. 1799, 978. 
Parliament of Ireland, fat during the rebellion, 
803. 
Prorogued 6 Otober, 1798, 808. 
Meets 2x January, 1799, 824. 
Prorogued 1 June, 1799, 974. 
Affembles 15 January, 1800, 985. 
Adjourned for fome weeks after the 
queftion of Union was carried by 
42, 1001. 
From 15 February, guarded by a troop 
of horfe during debates, 1024. 
Addrefs of both houfes, with their re- 
folutions, approving of the articles 
of Union prefented to Britifh par- 
liament by Duke of Portland, 1045. 
Laft feflion put an end to 2 Auguft, 
1800, 1068. 
Imperial, how members of, felected, 
1069, 1070. 
Parfons, Sir Lawrence, againft Union, 851, 1043. 
Speech for expunging the paragraph re- 
lating tothe Union from the addrefs, 
852-3-4-5. 
Arraigns the minifter for packing a par- 
liament, 986. 


independence of Irifh parliament, 986. 
Ditto for attendance of Major Rogers and 
Sheriff Derby, 1003. 
Parnell, Sir John, difmitted for oppofing Union, 
820. 
Speech againft Union, 827-8-9, 1020, 
1041, 
Oppofes adjournment, 915. 
Moves for a diffolution of parliament, 
1041-2. 
Peele, Sir Robert, for Union, 912. 
Peers, Britifh, Union introduced 22 January, 
1799, 875. 
Allow a month’s interval for confidering 
Union, 914. 
Approve of articles with fome alterations, 
1043, 
Percical, Hon. Mr. for Union, 909. 
Peers, Trifh, 14 Anti-unionifts proteft, 827, 
Firft divifion on Union, 49 for, 16 againft 
it, 829. 
Pendergaft, Mr. for Union, 990. 
Pitt, Right Hon. Wm. propofes to bring forth an 
addrefs to the king on the Union, 876. 
Pitt, Strong fpeech for Union, 885~6-7-8. 

Ditto before he propofed the eight refolu- 
tions for forming an Union with Ireland 
on 31 January, 1799, 888 to 896. 

The eight refolutions, 896 to 899. 

Afferts that Lord Fitzwilliam was not au- 
thorifed to make promifes afterwards re- 
tra€ted, 907. 

Declared he never would abandon the quef- 
tion of Union till carried, 915-6. 

His ardor for Union unchecked by oppofi- 
tion, 923. 

His pledge to the Catholics for procuring 
them emancipation, and caufe of his re- 
fignation, 944. 

Said that Ireland had always been treated 
with injuftice and illiberality, 990. 

Speech upon the articles of Union in the 
committee, 21 April, 1800, 1049 to 1052. 

Plunket, Mr. ftrongly oppofes Union, 842-3-4, 
917, 993. 
Vehement againft the unfair ufe of mi- 
nifterial power, 971. 
Severe on Dr. Brown for changing fides 


993. 
Ponfonby, Mr. Geo. againft Union, 829, 830, 
851-2. 
Warm reply to Lord Caftlereagh, 858- 
9, 988, 1020. 
Divifion on his motion at eight in the 
morning, 155 againft 107, 1041. 


Ponfonby, 
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Ponfonby, Mr. W. B. againft Union, 849. 
His exertions to oppofe Union with 
Marquis Downthire and Earl Charle- 
mont, 978-9. 
Powerfcourt, Vifcount, moves amendment againft 
addrefs for Union, 826, 1033. 
Portland, Duke of, for union, 936. 
Proclamation, by General Lake to keep within 
doors from 8 to 5, &c. 687. 
From lord mayor to poft up lifts of 
families and inmates, 690. 
From lord lieutenant for execution by 
military law, 7. 
Prefs, liberty of, deftroyed by licentioufnefs, 709. 
Priefis, why fome muft join in infurreétions, 716. 
Account of feveral who joined the rebel- 
lion, 716-7. 
Their condu& when once engaged, 718, 
7130. 
How treated by rebels at Wexford, 746. 

Prime Serjeant for union, 998. 

Proclamation for the members to become members 
of the imperial parliament, read in 
the Britifh Houfe of Lords, 31f 
Dec. 1800, 1073-4. 

For union’s taking effe€t, publifhed 
1ft Jan. 1801, 1074-5-6. 
For enfigns, colors, &c. at fea, 1076. 

Profperous, rebels attack it fuccefsfully, 697. 

Protction, form of, 774. 


R. 


Rebellion, fettled for 23 May, 1798, 687. 
Extent of, 693. 
Induftrioufly tinétured with 

acrimony, 701. 
How rendered ferocious, 70)-2, 705. 
Extends fouthward, 709. 
Breaks out in the North, 76s. 
Slight infurgency near Bandon, 770. 


religious 


Ended, 808. ; 
Regency Bill, brought forward by Anti-unionifts, 
960. . 


Oppofed by Lord Caftlereagh, 961. 
Loft by a fmall majority, 967. 
Rebels, fail at Naas, 688. 

Their fanguinary plans, 698. 

Refpect the fex, 705. 

Defeated near Carnew, 718. 

March to Camolin, and there feize 800 ftand 
of arms, 719. 

Attack and carry Ennifcorthy, id. 

How received in Wexford, 724. 

Encamp on Vinegar Hill, 725. 

Deftroy the church at Ennifcorthy, 726. 


Rebels, a body defeated at Balymanaann Hill, and 
at Newtonbarry, 726. 
Defeat detachment under Colonel Walpole, 
and drive General Loftus from Gorey, 
728. 
Under Harvey march to Carrickburn moun- 
tain to attack Rofs, 729. 
Ultimately defeated at New Rofs, 731. 
Their furious affault and fubfequent intoxi- 
cation, 731. 
Remain feveral days fupine and on Lacken 
Hill, 736. 
Defeated at Arklow, 738-9. 
Publifh a proclamation againft certain ob- 
noxious perfons, 741. 
Said by Mr. Gordon to have maffacred 101 
in three weeks, 7). 
Profeffed retaliation, 742. 
Quit the neighbourhood of Gorey, 752. 
Defeated and fled from Vinegar Hill, 753-4. 
Defeated by Gen. Moore at Goft’s Bridge, 
754, 
Northern infurgents at Saintfield and Bal- 
lynahinch, 769. 
Attempt Carnew and are repulfed, 772. 
Surprife a body of cavalry in ambufcade 
and kill 80, 7. 
Difcomfit a body of yeomen at Ballyrakeen 
Hill, 7b. 
Defeated near White Heaps by Sir James 
Duff, 774. 
Affemble at Carrigrew and refolve to dif- 
periey 775. 
Infurgents of Kildare under Wm. Aylmer, 
777: 
Some Wexford men under Mr. Fitzgerald 
and Mr. Garret Byrne hold out, and then 
difperfe, 778. 
All fubdued except Holt and Hacket, 781, 
Rife at Granard and in Mayo, 796. 
Several at Killala tried and executed, 800. 
Their chiefs examined before fecret com- 
mittee, 813. 
Redmond, Rev. John, haftily condemned and ex- 
ecuted, 776. 
Conduct of Lord Mountnorris towards 
him, and Mr. Gordon's account of 
himee7 710. 
Religion, abufed on both fides to fharpen the cone 
teft, 701-2, 785. 
Richards, Mr. and brother, go to capitulate 
with the rebels- for furrender of Wex~ 
ford, 724. 
Romney, Lord, againft Ivifh peers fitting in the 
commons, 1062. 
Ryder, Hon. Mr, for union, though he did not 
expect it at firftto be perfe€t, 1061. 
Roche, 
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Roche, Sir Boyle, for union, 834. 
Jtoche, Father Philip, chofen to fucceed Harvey, 
le 
Prevents an intended maffacre, 762. 
Deceived by the acceptance of terms pro- 
inifed by Lord Kingtborough riot ra- 
tified, 703. 
Tried and executed, 26 June, 767. 
Edward, a rebel general, 740. 
Goes to Wexford tofummon_all to Vinegar 
Hill, 746. 
Rogers, major, threatens to blow up the feffion- 
houfe at Birr, where fome Anti-unionifts 
were 1003. 
Rokeby, Lord, bis letter to Lord Cornwallis againft 
onion, 927-3. 
Rofs, New, fiege of, 730-1. 
S. 
Saurin, Mr. arraigns the minifter with carrying 
the union by corrupt means, 1039. 
Saunderfon, Mr. againft union, 848. 
Scullabogue, matlacre at, 732. 
Evidence of the caufe of it by Mr. 
Frizell, 7b. 
Secret Committces, examine the chiefs of the 
rebcls in Auguit and September, 1798, 
803. 
Anxious for credit to their reports, 7. 
Cautions appear in newfpapers, figned by 
O'Connor, Emmett, and M*‘Neven, 
againft it, 804-5. 
Sheridan, Mr. R. B. oppofes the confideration of 
the queftion of union, in Britifh Com- 
nions, 8706. 
Propofes amendnient to addrefs, 877 to 
882. 
Oppofes eight refolutions, 898 to goo. 
Propofes refolutions about free confent 
of both parliaments, goo. 
Charged by Mr. Percival with giving 
evidence in favor of Mr. O’Connor, 
908. 
Strong againft union, 1056-7. 
Skefington, Hen. Mr. againft union, 834. 
Smith, Mr. Win. for union, 850, 1039. 
Notable fpeech for union, 863 to 874, 
1022: 
Siow, Captain, his laudable condu& at Wexford, 
Ga 
Stanley, Serjeant, for union, 851, 1040. 
Stewart, Mr. of Killymoon, againft union, 848. 
Sun, an Englith minifterial newfpaper complained 
of for libelling Irith parliament, 920-1. 
Burned by common hangman, 921. 
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Tandy, Mr. Napper excepted out of amnefty act, 
784. 
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Tarah, fignal defeat of the rebels at, 703. 
Temple, Lord, for Union, 913. 
Terrorifin, extent and efteéts of, 693. 
Tighe, Mr. againft Union, 829, 1022. 
Tierney, Mr. againft Union. 
Toler, Mr. vide attorney general. 
Tone, Theobald Wolfe, his trial and lamentatle 
end, 813-4—5. 
Townfend, Mr. Thomas againft Union, 851. 
Vifcount for Union, reprobates certain 
abufes, 932, 1062. 
Trench, Mr. for poftponing queftion of Union, 
848. 
His mind altered upon the queftion, 863, 
916, 
Turner, Sir G, Page, for Union, 1056. 
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Union of Great Britain with Ireland, 803. 

Strong reafons for bringing it to bear, 817. 

The particulars, motives for voting pro and 
con, ufelefs to go into, $18. 

Before the clofe of the rebellion Mr. Cooke’s 
pamphlet appeared, 818. 

And in November, 1798, thirty others on 
faid fubje€t, 819. 

It divides the nation into new parties, 
820. 

Majority of 134 of the bar againft it, 821. 

Violent efforts of the oppofite parties, 829- 
5-4 

Recommended in fpeech from the throne, 
825. 

Firft queftion of, carried in peers, by 49 
again{ft 16, 829. 

Ditto in commons, after twenty-two hours 
debate by 1, 827, to 852. 

Qneftion carried againft it by 111 againft 
106, 875. 

Introduced to Britifh peers by Lord Gren- 
ville, 875. 

Ditto to Britifh commons by Mr. Dundas, 
ib. 

The four heads of the law in Ireland for it. 
908. 
Votes of Britifh Commons in favor of Uni- 
on, communicated to Britifh lords, 914. 
Proceedings pro and con out of parliament, 
gig. 

Withed by fome to be carried from awe of 
military difcipline, 921. 

Conference of the two houfes of the Britifh 
parliament upon it, 947. 

Addrefs to crown for Union from Britifh 
parliament, 948. 

Unjuttifiable means for and againft it, 967- 
8,077 

Union, 


I N 


Union, that nineteen counties had petitioned for 
Union denied, go. 

Unjuftifiable means of carrying it, 1003. 

Government patronage employed to carry it, 
1024. 

Council appear at the bar of the Irifh com- 
mons to oppofe the commercial arrange- 
ments, 1040. 

Petitions pro and con, 1041. 

Of churches as well as parliaments voted, 
1042. 

Carried in Ivifh Lords by 72 againft 22, 
1045. 

Petitions of Britifh woollen manufacturers 
againft the commercial articles, 1060. 
Several motions in Britifh Commons, con- 

cerning it, negatived, 1062. 

The plan of, approved and fent to Ireland, 
1063. 

For bringing in the Union bill 160 againft 
100, 1065. 

Bill for, paffed the commons on 7th of June 
—The Lords on 13th, 1066. 

Bill for, paffed Britith Commons 24th June, 
and the Britifh Lords goth July, 1800. 

A& of, 1067, Appendix No. CXXIII. 

Received royal aifent in Britifh parliament, 
2d July, 1800, 1067. 

Ditto in the Irith, 1 Auguft, 1800, 7d. 

United Irifhmen, bill for difqualifying all who had 
taken the oath from fitting in and vo- 
ting for members of parliament—Re- 
jected —Supported only by Meifrs. Ogle, 
J.C. Beresford, and Dr. Duigenan, 919. 

Uniach, Col. for Union, 850. 


v. 
Vereker, Col. makes an honorable ftand againft 
the French—Humbert’s honorable tefti- 
mony, 794. 
Oppofes Union, 832. 
Vinegar-Hill, rebel camp at, 725. 


Ww. 
Walpole, Col. overpowered by the rebels and 
killed, 728. 
Wefimoreland, Earl of, for Union, 986, 1063. 
Wexford, rifing in that county and why, 710- 
2 
Special caufe of their rifing, 716. 
Confufion from the influx of the gar- 
rifon and inhabitants of Ennifcorthy, 
719, 720. 
Ditto trom the mifconduG of fome troops, 
tb. 
furrender to the rebels, 78. 
Vorar 
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Wexford, Confufed retreat and panic of the troops, 
723 

Entered by the rebels, 724. 

Their condu& during three weeks pof- 
feffion, 739, 740. ~ 

All the atrocities at Wexford by Dixon, 
741. 

Number of Proteftants encreafed by fu- 
gitives, 742, 

Ten maffacred by rebels on 6th June, ib. 

Confternation at the approach of the 
army, marking its progrefs by burn- 
ings, &c. 747. 

Relieved on 20th June, 1798, 754. 

Evacuated by the rebels, 763. 

The fick and wounded maffacred by the 
troops, 763. 

Old fyftem continued by general Lake, 
at Wexford, for fome days, 766. 

Progrefs of Wexford rebels, 770. 

Difperfion of them, 775. 

Vindidtive cruelty of the Wexford men 
compofing a committee to fuperintend 
profecutions, 775-6. 

Continuation of the fyftem of terro- 
rifm, in the cafe of Mr. Sparkes, 823. 

Wicklow, rifing in that county and why, 712, 
714—5, 
Caufes of ferocity in the Wicklow re- 
bels, 715 
#indham, Right Hon. Mr. for Union, 903. 
IPhelan, Timothy, an iufuriate rebel, 762. 
IVhippings, &c. defended by Terrorifts, 693-4-5 
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Fatal effeéts of, 711. 
White, Mr. Hawtrey, gives falfe information to 
General Hunter to create alarm, 787. 
Wood, Col. for Union, 918. 
Y. 


Yelverton, Mr. expofes the inhumanity of Mr. 
Judkin Fitzgerald, 953-4-5. 
Lord, fpeaks for Union, 1043-4, 
Yeomen defeat rebels near Carnew, and burn two 
Catholic chapels and above 100 houfes 
and cabins of Catholics, 718. 
Their intent to maffacre the prifoners at 
Wexford, heard by the goaler who gave 
the key to Mr. Harvey, 722. 
Their bloody fyftem proved on the trial of 
Wollaghan, 806 to 813. 
The infamous condu@ of fome of them i: 
cafe of King v. White & Goring, 815-6. 
Young, Lieutenant, of the Donegal Militia, his 
fhameful condut, 727. 
Sir Wm. for Union, 1061. 
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